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PART    XVI. 

KUMBKK.   L 
PARISH    OF   INVERESK, 

(CO0KXT  OF  MlD-L0tf!lilir,    StVOD   eF  liOTHlAK  AVb 
TWEE]IDAL£^  PrBSBYTSAT  OF  Oai»HE1T]^.) 

By  the  Rem.  Dr  AxiBXAKiiBit  GikRLTLB,  Mmtfier. 

NameSf  Situation^  River^  Hilty  Vfc» 

THE  Gaelic  derivation  of  Inver,  in  fome  of  the  Sta- 
tiftical  AcconntSy  makes  it  fignify  the  fame  as 
Iimer^  a  field  fit  for  tillage.  In  the  low  country  ot 
Scotlaadi  it  feems  rather  to  fignify,  7he  Mouth  of  a 
Riverf  ot  Tie  Confluence  of  two  Rivers  ;  and  if  Invereflc 
is  not  of  Celtic  original,  there  is  no  other  name  of  any 
place  in  the  parifli,  that  has  the  leaft  affinity  to  that  lan- 
guage. Agreeably  to  this  derivation,  the  name  of  Ik- 
VERESK  marks  its  fitnation  on  l!he  lower  part  of  thb 
river  Ejkf  which  falb  in  two  ftreams  from  the  moun- 
Vol.  XVI.  A  tains 
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tains  of  Morfit  on  the  S.  and  Pcndand  on  the  N.  that 
bound  the  great  vale  of  Mid-Lotirian,  mert  fo  Dal* 
keith  Park  near  the  confines  of  this  pariifa»  and  flow  to- 
gether through  a  beautiful  vale  to  the  fea ;  within  half  a 
jnile  of  which,  the  river  is  interrupted  in  its  courfe,  by  the 
hill  where  the  church  and  village  of  Invereik  ftand.  Round 
this  hill  the  ftream  circulates  to  the  W^  when  turning  the 
Point,  and  running  between  MuiTelburgh  and  Fifherrow, 
in  the  direftion  of  N>  E.,  it  falls  into  the  fea  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  below  thefe  towns.  Mujfelburgb  has  derived  it» 
name  from  an  extenfive  mufide  baok,  which  lies  in  the  fea 
below  the  town,  and  was  probabljr  the  caufe  of  its  early 
population ;  as,  eveu  at  this  day,  it  aflSords  a  great  relief  to 
the  poorer  inhabitants  in  times  of  fcarcity,  and  at  all  times 
fupplies  the  tables  of  the  rich  with  a  delicate  variety.  This 
parifli  lies  in  a  femicircular  form,  on  the  bottom  of  the 
deepcft  bay-  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  frith  of  Forth,  the  firing 
of  the  bow  extending  two  miles  and  a  half,  from  Mag- 
dalene Bridge  on  the  W.  to  Ravenfliaw  Burn  on  the  £., 
which  divides  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  or  Mid-LoAian, 
from  that  of  £a(l  Lothian.  The  bowr*  itfelf,  taking  the 
middle  of  the  ftring  as  a  centre,  reaches  nearly  to  the  (amo 
fSiilance,  of  %i  miles  from  the  fea. 

Pro/peffs^  \Sc, — The  fituatipn  of  this  p^rifii  is  pne  of  th« 
poll  beautiful  in  Scotland.  The  low  part  of  it  is  only  a 
few  feet  above  the  )evel  of  the  fea  \  between  which,  and 
the  towns  gf  MuiTelburgh  ^d  Fiiherrpw,  lie  v^ry  fpacious 
and  pleafant  links,  thofe  beautiful  downs  on  the  fea-ihore, 
^moft  peculiar  to  Scotland^  which  furni(h  a  field  fof  that 
favourite  exercife  of  the  inhabitants,  the  golf,  and  dry 
walks  at  all  feafons  of  the  year.  Behind  this  flat  or  plain^ 
through  which  the  river  runs  into  the  fea,  and  which  4s  abou^ 

'      '  half 
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half  a  mile  in  breadth,  there  is  a  fine  rifing  ground,  which 
hegins  at  the  eaftem  extremitj  of  the  parifh,  and  extends 
in  a  fwelltng  curve  to  the  hill  of  Invereik,  where  ftand  . 
the  viHage  of  that  name,  and  the  church  of  St  Michael's. 
The  S.  fide  of  this  hill  takes  alfo  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  fo 
thtt  all  the  houfes  on  that  fide  have  a  full  view  of  the 
Woods  of  Dalkeith  Park,  and  the  eztenfive  country  to  the 
foQth,  as  weU  as  of  the  haugh  and  river,  and  their  own 
flopmg  gardens^ 

Cltmate^  lit. — ^This  fituation  makes  the  village  not  only 
agreeable,  but  healthy,  and  obtained  for  it  of  old  the  name 
of  the  MfmipeUier  of  Scotland.  The  foil  of  the  plain,  efpe- 
dally  about  Mufl*elbttrgh,  being  remarkably  dry,  and  a 
conflant  brilliancy  and  freflineis  flowing  from  the  river  and 
the  adjacent  &a,  there  is  a  foftnels  and  amenity  in  the  air 
through  the  whcJe  feafon,  that  is  feldom  to  be  met  with  in 
any  other  fituation  in  this  northern  climate.  Beyond  the 
village  of  In  vereik,  to  the  S.  E.,  lie  extenfive  and  well  cul- 
tivated fields,  bounded  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles,  by  the 
hills  of  Falfide  and  Carbetry,  which  terminate  a  long  fer* 
tile  ridge,  that  beginstto  rife  5  or  6  miles  to  the  eaftward; 
alid  the  latter  of  which  is  the  higheft  ground  in  this  pariih, 
being  540  feel  above  (he  leVel  of  the  fea.  To  the  S.  and 
W.  of  the  river,  lie  fertile  fields  equally  well  cultivated, 
terminated  by  the  eztenfive  park  and  domain  of  Dalkeith^ 
ttoofiderable  part  of  which,  (yi^.  what  was  formerly  Smea» 
tw  and  Caftlt-Jleadi)^  lies  in  this  parifli. 

Aniiquitia.'^TYit  Romans  did  not  fail  to  obferve  the 
fortunate  fituation  of  the  hill  of  Inverelk,  which,  though 
not  more  than  50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  commands 
an  eztenfive  view,  not  only  of  the  adjacent  country,  but  of 
the  fpacious  bafon  of  the  Frith,  which  is  there  about  18 

miles 
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miles  broad,  and  of  the  ooaft  of  Fife,  from  Bmotifland  tm^ 
the  month  of  the  Frith.  Hiftory  afinres  us,  tint  they  had 
a  ftation  heroi  and  repeated  dUcoyeriea  *  point  ont  the  fpoc 

when} 

•  At  difcreDt  tiaics  Romta  coini,  and  oace  «i  attir.  witk  dits  inicri^ 
tion,  ApoUitti  Granio^  hare  been  found  in  levelUof  the  adjaceat  grounds. 
But  if  there  had  remained  any  doubt,  concerning  tbc  Gtnation  of  this  Ro- 
man fort,  it  was  fully  cleared  op  a  few  years  ago»  when  tbc  proprietor  of 
the  tilla  had  occafion  to  take  two  or  three  feet  oflT  the  OnAct  of  hia  pti^ 
terre,  when  there  were  difcovered  the  floors  and  foundations  of  Tarious 
buildings.  The  owner  being  abiient»  attendbg  his  datj  in,  Parliaamt. 
the  workmen  were  preyailcd  upon,  by  thie  author  of  this  account,  to  clear 
the  earth  carefully  away  from  one  of  them,  and  to  leave  the  ruins  ftanding 
for  fome  time,  for  the  inlpt^oo^  of  the  curious.  It  wm  fownd  to  be  a 
ILoman  b^ th  of  two  rooms,  Tbe  WperftmAvn  had  b^cn  ^t^nm^  dpwA 
and  remoFed,  bat  the  Sipiot  reoyained  eqtiye»  and.  abowt  6  iiK^faes  high  oC 
the  wall  of  the  fmallcft  room,  which  was  9  feet  long,  and  4)  wide.  There 
was  a  communication  through  the  partition  wall  for  water,  by  an  earthen 
pipe.  The  other  room  was  15  feet  by  9.  Tbe  floors  of  thefei  and  of  the 
other  rooms,  were  corered  with  tanas  uaifonalylaid  on,  about. two 
inches  thick.  Below  this  coat  there  was  a  coarfer  fo^  of  lime  and 
gmvel  five  inches  deep,  laid  upon  unibapely  and  unjointed  flags.  This 
floor  Aood  on  pillars  two  feet  high,  fome  of  ftone,  and  fome  of  circular 
bricks.  The  earth  had  been  removed  to  come  to  a  folid  foondation,  on 
wMch  to  ttt^L  the  pillars.  Under  the  Urras  of  the  imaUefr  room  there 
was  a  coarfer  tarras,  fully  10  inches  thick,  which  feemed  introded  to 
fuftain  or  bear  a  more  confiderable  fire  under  it,  than  tbe  Hypocaujlttm  of 
iLe  largeft  room.  There  appeared  to  have  been  largt  fires  under  it,  as 
the  pillars  were  injured  by  them,  and  thare  was  found  a  quantity  of  char- 
ctfkl  in  pcrfedl  prefervation. 

The  HjfpQiauftum  of  the  Urger  room,  or  fpace  under  the  tariasM  floor, 
was  filled  with  earth,  and  with  flews  made  of  clay,  which  were  laid  every 
where  between  the  rows  of. pillars,  and  were  a  little  difcoloured 
with  fmoke;  a  fmaller  degree  of  heat  having  been  conveyed  through 
them,  than  through  thofe  under  the  other  room.  Bui  Acfe  contrzrances 
under  the  floors  feem  oalf  to  have4>een  intended  to  preicrve  heat  in  the 
water,  which  had  been  carried  warm  from  a  kettle,  built  up,  or  hung  on 
brick  work,  on  one  fide  of  the  largeft  room.  This  brick  work  was  much 
Injured  by  ftrong  fires,  and  wasfoor  feet  fquare. 

This* 
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ivhm  tbtt  Prmi^rimn  nm  builr.  It  tms  tttdoabMlty  am 
the  fimmuifc  of  the.  hill  wbme  the  chu|dv  now  ftaads,.  and 
locbded  that  beautifbl  vilh  that  lies  to  the  eaftwaid  of  k ;. 
a  hoUow  road,  which,  till  about  35  yean  ago^  paflod  wiih» 
three  yards  of  that  villa,  haring  moft  likidy*  been,  the  fofliS 
of  the  prastoriniD.  It  is  now  indariwd  ia  the  garden  sad 
pleafiire  ground.  The  dmrch,  of  which  the  anciqaity'is 
not  knowtty  and  which  is  called  StMieiaePs  ^bmeiftjh^ 
has  probaUj  been  bidh  out  of  the  rains  of  that  ancient 
Rooiaa  edifice^^A.  building  of  Ugh  aat^ukj  was  fitaated 
at  the  eaft  end  of  Mnffelburj^  wfaidr  bebnged  td  the 
aUiacjr  of  Cun&rmlfaie*  It  was  caUcd  the  Clmpek  of-  Lo* 
rata,  Ther^  are  so  reonains  'o£  it  now  but  a  fmall  ceU) 
aboot  XX  feet  bj  10,  covered  by  a  moboti  in  thegatdeit  of 
the  gentleman  who  is  now  in  poflbffion  of  the  viUa  catted 
larMOm  Soon  after  the  Reformation,  aboat  the  jesr  1590,' 
the  tolbootb  of  MQffdborgh  was  baalt  out  of  the  ruins  of 

this 

This  fecmsto  htBwe  been  a  kind  of  bnUding  nfed  by  the  Rooimm  only  for 
ttmponrj  ufe.  The  cement,  or  tarns,  fufficiently  proves  by  whom  it  | 
was  made)  as  the  Roman  compofition  of  that  kind  is  fliperior  to  any  of 
later  ages.  It  -is  remarkable,  that  the  tarras  of  the  grand  fewers  under' 
the  city  of  Rome  is  of  the  famekind;  and  it  ii  related  by  U»veUen»  that 
in  the  tery  ancient  buildings  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  the  very  fame 
fort  has  been  nfed  Two  medals  were  found  among  the  ruins,  now  in 
the  pofleffion  of  Robert  Colt,  £fq;  owner  of  the  villa;  one  of  gold,  much 
defaced,  which  is  fnppofcd  to  be  of  Trajan ;  another  of  copper,  on  which 
the  infcription  is  clear,  Diva  FoMftifta,  There  are  traditional  8ccountt« 
that  in  digging /onndattons  of  houfes  in  Filherrow,  there  have  been  fouhd 
fiffli.ar  mins  of  Hjfocaufia,  which  afford  a  proof,  that  this  ftation  was  not 
merely  military,  bnt  was  a  Cohuia  Romana  or  Municipium ;  that  they  had 
many  hoofes  and  bnildings  near  the  fea,  as  well  as  their  prxtorioro  at 
Inveieik ;  and  that  one  of  their  principal  harbours  on  this  fide  of  the 
Frith  wasatFiiberrow.  From  that  harbour,  fituated  where  there  is  one 
■t  piefent,  thera  was  a  Ronan  caufiiway,  (the  traees  of  which  remained 
within  the  memoiy  of  fome  fUll  living),  which  led  to  their  camp  at 
nKrifT-hall,  three  miles  S.  W.  and  onwards  to  Bortbwick. 
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this  cbapel.  Which  nraft  have  been  of  ocmfiderabk  ihueb^ 
fions.  The  old  ileps.  of  the  ftair,  which  was  rqpaired  not 
long  fince^  were  the  bafes  of  the  piOan  of  this  chapel« 
according  to  the  report  of  mafons  flill  living.  This  ia 
ikid  to  have  been  the  firft  rebgions  honfie  in  Scodandt 
whofe  mins  were  applied  to  an  unhallowed  a£e*9  for 
which  the  godd  people  of  Muflelbnrgh  are  fiud  to  have 
been  anuualfy  ixammMicaied^  till  very  lately,  at  Rome. 

Hiftorj  aflures  us,  that  Ranbolph  Earl  of  Murraj  die<f 
in  Moflelburgh  of  the  fiooe,  in  July  13319  and  tradition 
points  ont  the  houfe  where  he  died,  near  the  eaft  end  of  the 
town,  on  the  fonth  fide.  It  is  a  vaulted  hou(e,  of  two  rooms 
on  the  ground  floor  \  the  rooms  are  about  14  £eet  fquare^ 
and  the  arch  8  feet  high,  with  a  paflage  between  them  6 
&et  wide.  Thb  might  well  have  been  the  heft  houfe  in 
the  town  460  yean  ago  f .  Tradition  alfo  {ays,  that  the 
inhabitants  having  formed  a  guard  round  the  honfie,  daring 
the  ilbiefs  of  this  great  man,  they  found  fuch  fiivour  with 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  the  fuoceeding  regent,  that  he  granted,  or 
obtained  for  them,  their  firft  charter. 

In  this  parifli  lies  the  field  of  the  iatt/e  ofPmiUX%  which 
was  fought  in  the  year  i  $47,  when  Queen  Mary  was  an 
infant,  with  fuch  difiidvantage  to  the  Scots. 

Carbtrty 

•  Till  ibout  30  yetrs  ago  there  wis  t  middle  row  of  boafet  eaftwtrd 
(tarn  the  Tolbooth,  one  of  which  had  been  a  chapel,  called  Cbafel  Gavti. 
Tbere  were  varioas  other  old  chapels  in  different  fituations ;  one  in  a 
garden  in  the  weft  end  of  Market-gate,  and  one  in  New  *HaiI^es  ground^ 
called  MaxiaUne  Chaptlf  bear  to  Magdalene  Bridge,  of  which  there  are 
now  no  remains  ^  befides  an  ftims-hoafe  in  Mvke^gate,  which  is  aow  a 
dwelling'honie. 

f  A  drawing  of  it  is  fubjoined. 

I  Patch's  Joarnai  of  which  there  is  a  copy  tn  die  Advocates  Library, 
gives  1  very  pacticuUr  account  of  this  battle^  tad  poiats  -out  tiia  Hate  of 
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Carhrry  HiB^uA  over  the  field  of  batde  there  is  a 
hill,  which  was  (till  more  £stsll  to  Queen  Mary,  and  has 
been  known  ever  fince  by  the  name  of  the  fern's  Seat. 
It  is  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Carberrj,  where  that  unfortunate 
Prince&  bt  on  a  ftone«  and  held  a-  conference  with  Kirk- 
caUj  of  Grange,  Who  had  been  commiffioned  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  the  confederate  Lords.  During  this  parley,  Both- 
well,  who  had  taken  leave  of  the  Queen  for  the  laft  time, 
rode  off  the  field  to  Dunbar.  As  foon  as  he  was  out  of 
danger,  Mary  fu£fered  herlelf  to  be  led  bj  Kirkcaldy  to 
Morton  and  the  Lords,  who  received  her  with  due  marks 
ef  refped,  and  ample  promifes  of  future  loyalty  and  obe- 
dience. The  fequel  is  well  known.  From  that  hour  fhe 
was  deprived  of  liberty  for  life,  except  fbr  the  few  days 
that  intervened,  between  her  efcape  from  Lochleven  Ca(Ue, 
and  her  furrender  to  £Iizabeth|  after  the  fatal  battle  of 

Langfide, 

dkb  pariA  at  the  time.  It  was  fought  gn  the  field  tibat  lies  hctween  the 
village  of  loTereflL  aad  Walliford»  and  Carben^ ;  and  was  brought  on  by 
the  afuai  impetoofity  of  the  Scots,  who  would  not  wait  till  the  Engliili 
innf,  who  were  beginning  to  run  Ihort  of  provifions,  bad  been  obUged  to 
return  home.  The  Scottilh  amy  were  encamped  on  that  large  6eld  weft 
of  the  ESkf  which  went  by  the  name  of  Edminftone  Edge;  the  Engliih 
1^  at  the  placei  now  called  Dnimmore  and  Walliford.  As  th«  Scots 
pafied  the  bridge  of  M olielburgh,  and  marched  to  the  field  up  the  hill  of 
laverdk,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  church,  there  being  then  no  Tillage,  and 
only  two  ihepherds  honfes  on  that  hill,  they  were  annoyed  by  cannon  ihot 
froaa  the  Engliih  gallies  in  the  bay ;  infomuch,  that  the  Lord  Graham* 
eldeft  fon  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Montrofe,  was  killed  on  the  bridge,  with 
naay  of  his  foUowers.  To  have  erofled  the  river  at  any  other  place,  would 
have  been  ftUl  more  dtngerons,  as  there  wu  then  a  thick  wood  on  the 
hanks  of  it»  all  the  way  to  Dalkeith.  After  pafling  the  church  of  Inverelk« 
ihey  anft  have  been  covered  from  the  (hot,  as  the  ground  flopcs  from 
thence  down  to  the  How  Mire,  (in  thoTe  days  a  morals,  though  now 
drained  and  cultivated),  from  whence  it  rifes  gently  to  the  bottom  of  the 
hills  of  Cacberry  and  Falfide.    On  this  gentle  riOng  laj  the  field  of  ac» 
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Jis^gfide.  Thfi  Uoody  field  a£  Piokie  mdcr  her  aje^  mighc 
haTc  put  this  iU-fnted  Qgcen  ott  her  ^uanL  But  unfit  fior 
the  nigfcd  timps  ia  which  Ihe  lived,  Ihe  had  the  miifiar- 
twe  to  be  at  oooe  £Kile  aod  obftiBflte.  The  late  propria 
tor  of  Car)>esxj>.  Joha  FuU«^ii»  Efqt  h«i  marked  Aub  ipe^ 
to  pofteritjr  \^f  phtptiog  a  coplb^wood  apoi^it«    . 

Bfidgt. — ^The  bridge  of  Moflelburgby  ^^er  whiich  the 
Scottiih  annj  marched  on  the  day  joi  the  battle  of  Pinkie^ 
is  of  great,  but  nnknowo  aatiquifjA  ;.It  is  mod  likelj,  that 
it  is  a  work  of  the  Itomans,  as  they  certainly  bad  manjr 
houfes  in  what  is  now  called  FiflicrroWy  as  well  as  tbwr  , 
haven  for  dipping ;  and  could  not  pofilbly  fuftr  their  co- 
lony to  be  divided,  and  their  harbour  leparated  from  thdr 
fort  by  a  river,  that  is  frequently  smfordaUe  for  many  days 
together*  This  bridge  has  many  marks  of  antiquity ;  and 
as  feveral  parts  of  the  arches  approach  nearly  to  a  ftraight 
line,  the  frame,  or  coom,  on  which  it  was  raifed,  muft  have 
funk  while  ic  wae  bualding.  The  arches  ace  jo  feet  widfc, 
their  fpting  only  to  fiset ;  whoever  built  it  muft  have  in- 
tended, to  place  the  approaches  to  it  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
tide ;  which  is  the  cafe  to  this  day,  and  demonftrates  that 
the  coaft  is  oot  materially  changed,  or  that  the  fea  has  not 
gained  on  the  land  fince  that  period,  as  die  file  of  the  Yxu^ 
hour  proves  that  it  has  not  receded  from  it. 

Finite  i7(?fr/^.^-Pinkie  Houfe,  though  not  very  ancient, 
(as  it  was  built  by  Alejcander  Setoa,  firft  Earl  of  Dunferm- 
line, in  the  year  ^6aa),  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  becaufe 
it  was  a  vulgar  nation  for  many  yean,  that  there  wet*  «b 
many  doors  and  windows  in  it,  as  there  are  days  in  the 
year.  This  has  been  copied  into  many  of  the  tours  and 
travels  into  Scotland,  though  without  foundation;  and 
ferves  only  to  (wove,  that  the  houfe  of  Pinkie,  though  half 
2  the 
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the  defigti  has  onlj  been  executed,  was  one  of  the  firft 
hoofes  of  any  degree  of  magnitude,  in  this  part  of  the 
CQimtrj,  as  it  excited  the  wonder  of  the  common  peopk. 
The  infcription  on  the  front  of  this  houfe  *,  now  hid  by  a 
covered  way,  points  out  the  humblenefs  of  the  building,  or 
tibe  pride  of  its  founder.  The  gallery  is  80  feet  long,  the 
deling  of  which  is  covered  with  emblematical  paintings 
and  infcriptionsf  • 

RiMing  JVeB.-^The  Routing  WtB  at  Monktoun,  that  is 
laid  always  to  prediB  a  ftorm,  is  a  wonder  of  the  fame  na« 
tore  as  the  preceding.  The  cafe  is,  that  this  well  being  dug 
many  £ithoms  deep,  through  a  rock,  in  order  to  get  below 
die  ftrata  of  coal  that  abound  in  the  field,  it  communicates 
tfaroQgh  the  coal  rooms  that  are  wrought,  with  other  fliafts ; 
which  oocafions  a  rumbling  noife,  that  does  not  frectde^  but 
accompanies  a  high  wind.    . 

Soii^  Suffaci^  Exienif  i^c/^-Tht  foil  of  this  parifli  varies 
according  to  its  diftance  from  the  fea.  The  flat  ground 
roond  Muflelburgh  and  Filherrow  is  fandy,  but,  having  been 
tot  ages  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation  for  gardens  and  fmall 
fields,  is  abundantly  fertile.  The  fields  above  Inverelk,  on 
both  fides  of  the  river,  are  of  a  better  quality,  and  may  foon 
V0L.XVL  B  be 


•  DftBiinw  Aiexioder  Setonios  htac  domiim  sdifictnt,  11911  ad  animi, 
#d  fortimanuii  ct  agelli  modum*  161 3. 

t  Ob  die  feifettore  of  the  femily  in  1688,  this  bonfe  and  barony  weic 
pogthattd  by  the  family  of  Tweeddaie,  from  whom,  in  the  year  1778'  it 
waa  boeght  by  Sir  Archibald  Hope  of  Cnighall,  Bart,  and  ii  now  a  more 
•eafertible  dweUing-hoafe  than  ever.  An  tnclofare  of  90  acres,  covered 
with  fine  old  tiecSt  contributes  much  to  its  beauty ;  «nd  the  (belter  they  af - 
Ibvd,  together  with  the  aptitude  of  the  foil,  fona  one  of  the  finest  fruit  gar* 
4cBS  in  the  neighbourhood.  > 
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be  made  as  fertile  as  any  in  the  kingdom.  Thofe  which 
rife  towards  the  hiU  on  the  S.  £.»  and  which  run  into  New« 
ton  parish  on  the  S.  W.,  partake  more  of  a  day  foil,  and 
carry  great  crops  of  grain,  efpecially  wheat,  when  they  are 
under  proper  management.  There  are  3571  acres  of  land 
in  the  parifli,  which,  at  the  nfoal  compoutioA  of  45  acres 
for  a  plough-gate,  makes  about  80  plough-gates. 

Rent  and  Propriaors. — ^The  real  rental  of  the  pariih  is 
about  L.  6500 ;  that  of  die  towns  and  villages,  indudiag  the 
miUs  of  Mn{feH>ur(^,  felt* works,  lie.  and  the  houfes  of  the 
faeriton,  as  made  out  to  fix  an  aiTeflment  for  the  poor,  v- 
mounts  to  L.  5000 ;  total  about  L.  1 1,500.  The  great  pro- 
prietors are  8  in  number ;  tms.  i^,  the  Duke  of  Buodeugh, 
who  is  patron  of  the  pariih,  as  poffeffing  the  lordfliip  of  In- 
vereik,  formerly  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Dickfon  of  Car- 
berry,  who  fold  it  to  the  Duchefe  of  Monmouth  about  the 
beginning  of  this  century.  His  Grace  holds  alfo  the  lands 
of  Smeaton  and  Caftlefleads,  and  likewife  the  lordihip  of 
Mufielbiu*gh  in  this  pariih.  His  refidence  is  at  Dalkeith 
Houfe.  2.  The  Earl  of  Wemyfs,  who  has  the  lands  of 
StonyhiU,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Sir  William  Sharp, 
fon  of  the  Archbiihop  of  St  Andrew's,  and  before  that  watf 
poiTefled  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  Dobie.  His  Lordihip 
has  likewife  the  lands  of  Monktonhall,  with  the  coal  under 
the  whole  lordihip  of  Invereik.  Noo-reiident.  3.  Mrs 
Fullarton  of  Carberry,  which  eilate  was  purchafed  from  Sir 
Hobert  Dickfon,  Bart,  who  was  defcended  from  Dr  David 
Dickfon,  Profeflor  of  Divinity  in  the  College  of  Edinburgh 
about  the  middle  of  lail  century.  The  family  is  now  ex- 
tindt.  Reiident.  4.  Sir  Archibald  Hope,  Bart,  of  Craig- 
hall,  proprietor  of  the  barony  of  Pinkie,  who  has  alfo  ac- 
quired the  barony  of  Monkton,  late  in  the  pofieiBon  of  the 
Falconers,  a  branch  of  the  family  of  Halkerton,  which  fur- 

niihed 
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Biiked  a  Judge  to  the  Coart  of  Seffioa  firni^  ti«Fie  in  kft 
ccatorj.  RefideBt.  5.  James  Fialay,  £fq;  of  WftUiford» 
wlikfa  was  formerly  pofleffed  by  the  Binoing9»  a  Samily  of 
Cmne  aote  in  the  hw,  one  of  -  whom  was  a  Lord  of  Seifioii 
aboot  the  year  167I9  and  bailt  the  prefent  maafioa-hoiife. 
Non-refident.  6.  Mils  Dakympk  of  HaileSt  the  daaghter  of 
the  bte  Lord  Haiks,  who  has  bcr  htsoAj  feat  in  this  parifli, 
called  New  Hatles ;  one  of  the  firft  hoafiss  wisofe  park  wad 
laid  oat  and  adorned  with  all  the  elegance  of  mod^nra  tsAe. 
Refident.  7.  John  Waochop/E(q;  has  a  part  of  his  eftate 
in  this  pariifa,  which  borders  on  the  eftate  of  Edminfiope^ 
where  he  has  his  family  feat.  8.  The  town  of  MnftlbBrgh 
has  aK>  a  confiderable  eftate  in  this  parifli,  which  is  hdd  of 
die  Dnke  of  Boeclengh.  There  are  many  other  fmaller 
proprietors  of  knd,  who  are  all  portioners  of  the  lord(hip  of 
Invereflcy  as  they  are  called,  or  feuars  of  the  barony  of  Pin- 
kie,  or  of  the  town  of  Muflelbnrgb. 

Minerals. '^TYitrt  is  plenty  of  freeftone  in  the  parifli,  and 
fikewife  of  limeftone,  though  the  l^ft  is  not  wrought  at  pre- 
fent.  But  the  mofl  valuable  mines  are  thofe  of  coal,  which 
lie  under  the  whole  parifli.  The  pits  open  at  prefent  are. 
cither  the  property  of  Sir  Archibald  Hope,  or  rented  by 
him  from  the  Eafl  of  Wemyls,  and,  being  well  managed, 
are  very  produffive.  In  former  times,  till  the  year  1776, 
colliers  were  in  a  ftate  of  flavery  in  Scotland,  which  was 
coofidered  as  a  difgrace  to  the  Britifli  Government.  Through 
fome  dcfeft  in  the  aft  of  Parliament  that  fct  them  free,  or 
in  the  management  of  them  fince  that  period,  there  has 
fometimes  been  a  great  fcarcity  of  coals,  though  they  can 
earn  double  the  wages  of  any  other  labourers. 

Agricukure. — The  ftate  of  agriculture  has  not  yet  ar- 
rived at  perfeOion  in  this  parifli.    The  fields  neareft  the 

towns. 
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towns  are  'chiefl j  in  the  hands  of  butchersy  bakers,  brew- 
ers, and  careers,  and,  being  only  fobSdiary  to  their  other 
employments,  are  not  in  the  mdft  perfed  ftate  of  cnltiva- 
don.  There  are  few  fallows,  and  very  rarely  any  green 
crops,  thoogh  the  foil,  on  the  lordfliip  of  Inverelk  efpe. 
ctally,  is  remarkably  fit  for  them.  From  the  former  they 
are  with-held  by  the  fear  of  lofing  a  crop ;  and  from  the 
Utter  they  are  deterred  by  the  multitude  of  idle  children, 
and  other  depredators  of  fuch  crops  in  the  neighbonrhood* 
As  the  rent  has  now  rifen  to  L*  a,  zc  s.  and  L.  3  per  acrct 
fhey  will  foon  be  obliged  to  follow  the  moft  pro&uble  me- 
thods of  hvfbandry.  The  greater  part  of  the  lands  in  this 
parilh  run  readily  into  grals,  and  carry  great  crops  of  hay. 
The  pafturage  is  likewife  excellent ;  and  as  the  demand  for 
^rals  grounck  increafes  with  the  fize  and  population  of  the 
capital,  fuch  foils  as  are  ip  its  vicinity,  muft  be  able  to  bear 
the  increafed  rent. 

Jmfroveme$Ui^^^T'WO  oth^r  circumfianoes  have  contri- 
buted much  to  raife  the  rent  of  this  pariOi,  which,  40  years 
ago,  was  not  more  than  L.  z,  or  L.  z,  5  s.  per  acre.  The 
firft  was  the  dividing,  and  afterwards  indofingi  ^bout  700 
acres  of  land  in  the  fields  of  In  vercik,  the  property  of  man  j 
different  feuers  of  that  Lordlhip,  about  35  je^rs  ago.  The 
fecond  was  the  introdu&ion  of  tvf  o-horfe  ploughs  without  a 
driver.  The  writer  of  this  account,  and  Dr  Grieve,  then 
minifter  of  Dalkeith,  having  each  of  them  entered  into  the 
poiTeillon  of  fmall  faf ms  in  the  higher  parts  of  their  refjpec^ 
tive  pariihes,  in  the  year  1768,  being  acquainted  with  the 
pradlice  of  the  ancients  in  that  particulari  and  having  ob« 
ferved  the  wheel  plough  with  two  horfes,  hel4  and  driven 
by  one  man,  fuccefsfully  ufed  for  fome  years  within  the 
park  of  Dalkeith,  refdved  to  make  trial  of  that  method  in 
their  farmS|  though  of  a  flrong  clay  foil.    They  beg«p  witl^ 

horfes^ 
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horfcs,  and  in  a  (hort  time  trained  oxen  likewife  to  the  &me 
operation.  They  were  laogbed  at  in  the  beginning  bj  the 
neighbouring  farmerB;  but  when  the  fecond  year  came 
roond,  and  the  luxuriance  of  their  crops  was  ob&rredy  their 
example  was  immediately -followed  by  all  their  neighbours. 
The  praiftice  fpread  itfelf  gradually 'all  around,  and  for  many 
yeafs  there  has  been  no  plowing  in  all  the  Lothians,  or  in 
the  Merfe,  but  with  two  horfes  and  one  man ;  while,  at  the  - 
feme  time,  the  inftrument  itfelf  has  been  cheapened  and 
amended  by  Mr  Small  of  Dalkeith's  improvement  on  the 
Scotch  plough.  It  is  obvious  how  mudi  this  change  muft 
have  contributed  to  leflen  the  expence  of  tillage,  and  t<^ 
laiie  the  rent  of  land. 

MamiffaBureSf  fJc* — ^Though  this  town  and  parifli  are 
remarkably  well  fituated  for  manufaduresi  having  the  com* 
mand  of  water,  plenty  of  coals  at  hand,  cheap  houles,  and 
a  multitude  of  idle  children,  yet  hitherto  none  very  conii* 
derahle  have  been  eflabliflied.  This  is  perhaps  owing 
to  tbdr  having  been  at  all  times  carriers  and  fiimiihers 
of  various  kinds  of  provifions  for  the  capital,  which  employ* 
ed  them  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to  them,  than  the  fe- 
dentaiy  lives  of  manufaAorers  could  have  been.  In  the 
end  of  laft  isentury,  a  broad  cloth  manufafiory  was  begun 
here,  and  was  long  carried  on  in  great  perfedion,  though 
not  to  great  extent.  Some  excellent  cloth,  both  coarfe  and 
fine,  continues  ftill'  to  be  made  here  by  Meflrs  Cathie, 
Stewart,  Nichols  and  I^ickfon  *•    There  has  lately  been 

introduced 

•  la  tbt  carlr  part  of  tbii  century,  they  niannfaAared  large  quantttict  of 
eoarie  wool,  into  a  kind  of  cher ks,  called  Muflrlbnrgh  ftufft,  at  the  price  of 
Uom  a|d  to  5d.  ^#r  yard,  which  were  moftly  exported  to  America,  for 
|DWt  to  female  fenrants.  But  the  progreff  of  the  coTtoo  manufadnre  hat 
lo9g  lopcrfcded  that  branchf  and  for  many  yean  the  ufe  of  that  low-priced 

ihif 
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intBoduoed  the  manubfttm  of  Mancheiler  goods,  thickCets, 
wtiftcoaUy  haodkerchie&,  Uc.  on  a  iinall  Ccak,  which  pro- 
sttifes  to  do  welL .  There  is  a  thriving  ftone  ware  pottery, 
as  well  as  a  pottery  far  brown  ware  at  this  pkce  *•  There 
are  (evcral  fbap-boilers  and  fiaxdi-makers  in  this  parifli : 
One  of  the  latter  fort,  at  Monkton,  of  confiderable  extent  f ; 
whidi»in  the  year  preceding  Jaly  6.  i79a,paid  no  Ub  &an 
L.  4064  :  13  :  4  of  excife  daty,  and  was  carried  on  hy  Ait- 
cbifon.  Brown,  and  Company,  the  proprietors  of  the 
great  dilliUery  in  St  Clement's  Weils,  locally  in  the  parifli 
of  Tranent,  hut  on  the  boundary  of  this  pariih,  in  which 
they  have  their  reAifying-hoofe,  and  their  malting,  and 
where  moft  of  their  workmen  refide.*  This  '»  a  difiUery 
of  great  extent.  The  barley  made  into  malt  in  one  year, 
from  July  6.  1791  to  Jfily  6.  X79>,  amoanted  to  13,131 
bolls.  They  feed  off  600  cattle  twiee  a-year,  befides  many 
hundreds  of  hogs  at  the  ftarch-work  and  here ;  and  the  ef- 
ibfts  of  their  dang  are  perceived  not  only  on  their  own  ex- 
tenfive  firms,  bnt  on  many  fields  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  brewing  of  beer  and  ale  has  moch  decreafed  of  late, 
there  havbg  been  only  1460  boBs  of  barley  made  into  malt 

liquor 

ftuffhu  been  dircontinued.  Between  30  and  40  years  ago»  a  cotton  ma. 
nufaAory  was  begun  and  carried  on  here,  fo  as  to  employ  above  lOO  looms, 
iMft  of  wbklk  went  in  this  panfli.  Tliat  alfo  hu  been  giw«n  vp  Ibr  tomt 
uam  p»ilf  M  tWe  fame  hind  of  cloth  oaipa  to  b«  fumtOied  cheaper  in  •tbtr 
pcKttof  the  country.  Some  yean  ago  there  was  a  china  manufa<flure  at 
Wcftpans,  in  this  parifli,  which  received  foroe  encouragement  fiom  the  no- 
bility and  gentry,  is  the  titift  flicceeded  well  in  fabricatrng-  oreamentat 
chmt :  B»t  ai  he  never  coul J  make  tea.table  china  cheap  enough  for  com- 
Don  fitter  and  had  no  ftock,  it  was  foon  given  np. 

•  It  IS  fitnated  in  a  garden,  where,  three  fcore  years  ago,  ftood  the  nan- 
£on-houftf  of  Weft- pins,  then  poflefled  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  JoicE,  or 
JoicT,  now  extinA,  whofie  cftate  was  what  is  now  called  Drumtmrf,  in 
the  pariih  of  Prefton-pans. 

f  This  ftarch  woik^was  given  op  in  1793. 


9f  hnvere/k.  15 

liqaor  here,  durin}^  the  above  period,  mxoj  families  being 
now  fapplsed  with  table  beer  from  Leith  or  PreAonpax», 
which  thej  find  fuperior  to  that  brewed  here.  If  it  is  a  wi£b 
meaiure  to  increafe  the  price  of  ipiritous  liquors,  bj  the  im- 
moderate life  of  which  both  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
common  people  are  deftrojed,  it  ieems  neceflarj  to  fupply 
them  with  a  cheap  and  wholefome  beverage  in  place  of  it  \ 
their  ordinarj  drink,  twopenny,  being  now  much  degraded 
b  its  quality,  fince  the  average  price  of  barley  has  been  fo 
hig^  What  may  we  not  look  for,  firom  that  eminent  ftatef- 
man  and  patriot,  by  whofe  attention  to  local  circumftances, 
which  be  to  well  knows,  we  have  derived  fo  many  advantages, 
and  have  hadfo  many  grievances  redrefled  ? — There  are  ialu 
pans  in  two  places  in  this  parifli,  vi%.  W^-fans^  fo  called,  be- 
canieit  is  fituattd  weft  of  Prefion-pans,  anciently  called  Sak- 
frtftoM^  and  Magdalem-panSf  which  lie  at  the  weft  end  of 
diis  parifli,  in  both  of  which  are  made  great  quantities  of 
ialL 

/jiror^a/f  o«r.— Befides  thefe,  all  foi-ts  of  handicraft  trades 
ue  carried  on  in  great  perfedion  at  Muflelburgh,  and  are 
divided  into  feven  companies,  or  incorporations,  having 
charters  firom  the  town  of  Muflelburgh. — There  is  alfo 
an  incorpcuration  of  failors,  or  traffickers,  which  includes 
perloDs  of  various  pro&fiions,  who  have  a  feparate  box,  and 
fimds  of  their  own ;  and  likewife  a  fociety  of  mafons,  and 
another  of  carters,  and  many  others,  who  aflbciate  together 
for  the  lake  of  their  poon 

OcatpaiiottsofWfmen.'^Ymtj  or  fifty  years  ago,  and  in 
the  times  preceding,  the  city  of  Edinburgh  was  chiefly  fur- 
niiked  with  the  produfi  of  the  garden  from  MufTelburgh  and 
Fiiherrow.  The  nature  of  the  foil,  well  calculated  for  early 
crops,  and  perhaps  the  ikill  they  had  derived  from  the 
2  example 


V; 
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example  of  the  Roman  colony,  may  have  led  them  td  HaA 
branch  of  bufinefs  which  they  ftill  prelerve ;  though  they 
are  far  from  poflefling  the  monopoly  of  greens  and  garden 
ftufis,  which  they  had  in  more  ancient  times.    The  demand 
for  vegetables  has  increa&d  ten-fold  within  thele  50  years,, 
and  horticultore  has  been  fo  much  encoiiraged  in  richer  Ibtb 
near  the  capital,  that  all  the  fupeziority  that  the  gardeners 
here  can  now  pretend  to,  is  to  fumifli  the  earlieft  crops  of 
peafe  and  beans,  lie.  for  a  week  or  two,  as  the  markets  are 
foon  filled  from  the  more  Inxoriant  garden  gnmnds  nearer 
the  city.    Connoiflems  in  that  fort  of  viand,  however^  ftill 
preCer  the  produce  of  the  lighter  foil,  which  is  left  impreg^ 
nated  with  dnng.    The  whole  produce  of  the  gardens,  toge* 
ther  with  fait,  and  (and  for  waihing  floors,  and  other  artides, 
tin  of  kte  that  carts  have  been  introduced,  were  carried  in 
baiketB  or  creels  on  the  backs  of  women,  to  be  fokl  in 
Edinburgh,  where,  after  they  had  made  their  market,  it  was 
ufual  for  them  to  return  loaded  with  goods,  or  parcels  of  va*. 
nous  forts,  for  the  inhabitants  here,  or  with  dirty  linens  !• 
be  wailied  in  the  pure  water  of  the  £ik.     This  employment 
of  women,  which  has  certainly  prevailed  ever  fince  Edin- 
burgh became  a  coniiderable  city,  when  joined  to  that  df 
the  iiih-wives  in  Fifherrow,  has  occafioned  a  reverlal  of  the 
ftate  of  the  fexes  in  this  pariih,  and  has  formed  a  charaAer 
and  manners,  in  the  female  fex,  which  feems  peculiar  to 
them,  at  leaft  in  this  country  *.    The  carriers  of  greens, 

lalt, 

*  The  women  of  BilboR  ta  Spain,  according  to  the  account  of  a  traveller. 
Baron  DilloVi  (ptfc  1I4)  m  cyen  fnpcrior  in  ftrength  and  adivity  to 
thofe  o  Filhenrow.  *  In  other  countries,*  fajs  be,  *  women  are  oppreflcd 
with  the  fli:hteft  fatigue  ;  here  tney  work  as  much  at  the  ftrongeft  men ; 
uoloB.  fliips,  carry  burdens,  and  do  all  the  bofinels  of  porters.  The  Terj 
felons,  confined  in  the  mines  of  Almaden,  do  nothing  in  compirifon  of  thefc 
females.    The/  go  barclaotedi  and  are  rtnarkably  9&n%  carrjiog  bordena 
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bit,  Wr.arc  generally  the  wives  of  weavers,  (hoemakers, 
uilors,  or  fievemakers,  wbo^  being  confined  by  their  em* 
pbjments  within  doors,  take  charge  of  the  children  and 
CuBily,  while  the  females  tmdge  to  Edinburgh  about  their 
feveral  branches  of  bufineis,  long  before  day  in  winter,  and 
retom  by  mid*day,  or  later,  according  to  the  time  fpent  ia 
ielling  their  commodities.  Their  ufual  daily  profits  maj 
be  computed  at  from  8  d.  to  i  s.  3  d.  which,  befides  the 
free/focial,  and  difengaged  life  which  they  lead,  is  a  greater 
addition  to  the  income  of  the  family,  than  they  could  earn 
by  any  other  branch  of  induftry.— -The  women,  who  carry 
iand  to  Edinburgh,  have  the  luirdeft  labour,  and  earn  leaft. 
For  they  carry  their  burden,  which  b  not  Icfs  than  200  }b. 
weight,  t^txj  morning  to  Edinburgh,  return  at  noon,  and 
paft  the  afternoon  and  evening  in  the  quarry,  digging  the 
fiones,  and  beating  them  into  land.  By  this  Iabour,which 
•I  inceflant  for  fix  days  in  the  week,  they  gain  orily  about 
5  (L  »-d>y. 

The  F|^tmi^^,'asthey  are  aiil  of *one  dais,  and  educated 
in  it  from  their  in&ncy,  are  of  a  charader  and  manners 
fiin  more  fingnlar  than  the  former,  and  particularly  di- 
ffinguiihed  by  the  laborious  lives  they  lead.  They  are  the 
inves  and  daughters  of  fifli^ermen,  who  generally  marry  in 
their  own  caft,  or  tribe,  as  great  part  of  their  bufinefs,  to 
which -tfiey  muft  have  been  bred,  is  to  gather  bait  for  their 
hnlbands,  and  bait  their  lines.  Four  days  in  the  week, 
however,  they  carry  fiih  in  creels  (ofier  baikets)  to  Edin- 

VOL.XVI.  C  burgh} 

«« their  bct4t«  which  reqaift  two  men  to  lift  up.  The  wife  yields  not  io 
Arci;gth  to  the  huiband,  nor  tbc  fifter  to  the  brother  -,  and  after  a  chceiw 
lol  glais,  though  heavily  loaded,  they  mpve  on  with  alacrity,  retnraing 
iKNDe  in  the  erening  withoot  the  appearance  of  laflitnde,  oten  arm  and 
arm,  dancing  and  finging  to  fhe  tabor  and  pipe.*  This  is  a  ^rry  exa^  pic* 
twe  of  the  fiih- wives  here-,  fo  fimtlar  are  the  maancn  of  iwoMD  citaturti 
'm  £oiilar  circnmftances. 
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iHir^  I  m4  wbeo  ihe  boaU  ^0019  jn  lUf  t#  (bf  lwii»af  ill 
1^  ffv^nooB,  lb  al  to  leave  tti^m  ^o  mpr^  iban  tme  to 
pfaph  ^;dinhiirgb  Wf<«  dinner,  it  i#  a^  milfii^  fof  them 
f 0  ff rform  tfaieir  j wmey  of  fivf  idUmi  by  xeh^,  tbmc  «f 
tbam  being  employed  in  canryi^g  one  bslket*  apd  flufiang 
jit  ^Qfii  oa^  to  anoiber  ovcry  hwAni  J9x$k»  by  ivbieh 
sieans  tbey  bave  beeft  kaowQ  to  arrive  «|  tbe  Fifenufkt 
|n  le&  than  ^b^  of  an  hour  *• 

Whik  haddocks  were  in  abnadaiKe  QO  tbe  QMft,  gveat 
i]oantitics  were  taken  by  the  (even  boats  of  Fiibefrow  1 
Ihough  the  beft  fifli  for  Qiany  yean  have  been  brought 
three  times  a-weok  firom  Eyemoath  on  h^rlcback,  and  oa- 
Jbsfided  bofey  to  be  f»rriod  in  creels  to  Edinbor^,  by  which 
means  the  caniers  ^rp  enabled  to  reach  home  the  fame  day* 
For  feven  years  paft,  fince  the  haddock^  bave  difappearc4| 
ftnd  few  $(h  are  to  be  paiig^t  by  the  Fiibtrrow  boatmen, 
f)9  account  of  their  diftapce  from  deep  watt r,  wbere  fbt 
fi(h  are  to  be  found,  it  is  ufaal  for  them  to  meet  the  b^^ti 
from  die  call  end  of  Fife,  half  way  down  tho  £rith»  and  tQ 
|Hirchale  their  fifli.  In  the  f|immer  leaibn  the  boats  &om 
that  coaft  frequenUy  run  ovpr  to  .Fiiherrow,  and  fell  theif 
cargoes  to  the  fifli-women  here*  This  they  dp  rather  thw 
fttQ  up  to  Leitb,  becaufe  they  can  difpofe  of  their  fifli  im- 
mediately,  and  f^l  hom^  again  to  their  rafpedjivQ  ha? bonirs 
^n  the  fame  day,  with  the  ebb  tide.  The  fiQi-wives  who 
carry  to  Edinburgh,  gain  at  leaft  i  s.  s^ay,  a^d  frequently 
Rouble  and  triple  that  fum- 

From  the  kind  of  life  thefe  women  lead,  it  in4y  naturally  be 
poncluded^  that  their  manners  are  pecul^r,  as  they  certainly 

arc. 

•  It  is  «  well  mt&tA  Aa,  that  threcoTthefli,  not  nniiy  yean  igo, 
went  from  Duobar  tp  Edmburgb,  which  u  27  milei ,  with  each  of  them  « 
load  of  herrin^t  on  her  bach  of  aoo  lb.  ^  s  hours.  Thej  fi^oie^qne^ 
firf7loadJofa5olh. 
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tfe.  Hsvhig  <b  gireat  ft  (hate  iii  Ae  malfiteil^tfte  of  the 
^ily,  they  Bftv6  no  fmall  fwij  in  k,  as  may  bd  inferfdl 
froHi  a  faying  tkit  miufnal  aihcMi^  tbeih.  tl^heA  ^pelkkiW^ 
of  8  yonng  wottan,  reported  to  ht  on  the  point  of  mar- 
Age,  ^*fifottt'!'^  fay  they,  ^*  How  catf  flicktfc]^  a  man, 
•«  who  can  hardly  rtfairftadfl  hcrfcU  ?'•  As  they  do  the  work 
of  men,  theii"  manners^  are  mafcidin^,  and  their  firehgtfi 
and  afiivtty  is  e^al  to  their  work*  Their  amuferoents 
ax^  of  the  mafeuline  kind.  Oh  holidays  they  frequently 
play  at  golf\  and  on  ShroVe  Tttefday  there  is  a  (landing 
match  ztjooi-bafff  between  the  martied  and  unmarried  wo- 
men, in  which  the  former  are  always  victors. 

Their  maimer  of  lift,  and  the  bufiheis  o(  making  thei^ 
markets,  whet  theit  faculties,  and  make  them  very  de"^- 
feroos  in  bargain  making.  They  ha^e  likewife  a  f{»ecies* 
of  rode  etoquenoe,  an  extreme  ftcility  in  ezpreffing  their' 
feelings  by  words  of  gelhures,  which  is  very  hhpbfing,  anif 
enaUes  them*  to  cttty  their  poitits  eteii  agaihfi  the  moft 
wavy;  and  they  are  t6o  well  accfuaiiited  with  the  world,  to' 
be  aballied  Whes  they  are  detefied  in  any  of  their  arts  *• 
It  is  remarkable,  that  thooglk  a  eonfiderable  degree  of  fi- 
centidii&elii  appears  in  (heir  fitedbm  of  fpeech,  it  does  nof 
Setm  to  haire  tainted  their  morab,  in  a  point  where  it  might 
Bave  chiefly  btai  expe&d ;  there  being  no  dafs  of  women» 
it  is  befieved,  who  oSend  lels  agaihft  the  feventh  com* 
flUmdiAent,  excepting  in  words^  than  they  do.  There  feems 
t6  be  no  etiiployment,  t&at  conduces  more  to  health  and 
gbod  Ipirits  thin  theirs.   Some  of  them  have  been  brought 

to 

^  ft  is' Dot  bertf  meattt  to  iatpeith  ihttt'hbMtft  for  w^icb  tKey  tH 
mtpar  nMt  sU«oiiMf  ifattll  MUfickcn.  An  eniaeiit  merclitiit  ofE&A*' 
bvfb  told  the  writer,  tbst  ht  hat  often  dealt  vriA  fome  of  thtei  tothr 
aoKmnt  of  L.  Aoo  io  a  feafon,  forfiat  htnrioff,  withoat  OM  line  of  writiaf* 
a&4  never  loft  a  faithini  by  t 
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to  bed,  and  have  gone  to  Edinbnrgb  oir  foot  widi  tbek 
baikets  within  the  week.  It  is  perfedly  well  aficeitained^ 
that  one,  who  was  delivered  on  Wednefday  morning,  went 
to  town  with  her  creel  on  the  Saturday  forenoon  following^ 
There  is  a  charm  in  the  free  and  aOive  life  theykadi  which 
renders  them  averfe  to  all  fedentary  employments.  They 
never  wear  (hoes  or  (lockings  but  on  Suikiays,  which  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  their  poverty,  but  to  the  nature  of  their 
employment.  Strangers  from  the  fouth,  difgufted  at  this 
pra£tice,  which  more  or  lefs  prevails  among  the  women  of 
the  inferior  clafs  in  this  country,  and  ftiU  more  with  the 
cuftom  of  trampling  linens  in  waibing  tubs,  (which  is  not 
yet  entirely  difcontinued,  though  gradually  wearing  out), 
cry  out  againft  both  as  ihocking  pieces  of  barbarity.  It 
may  be  remarked,  however,  in  regard  to  the  former  prac* 
tice,  that  the  Greek  and  Roman  women,  (even  the  ladies 
in  the  houfe),  wore  neither  ihoes  nor  ftockings. 

From  fuch  parents,  as  might  be  ezpeded,  proceeds  a 
race  of  children,  healthy,,  adive,  and  robufl;  and  Lord 
MoKBOOBo,  and  the  Ltcurguses  of  the  age,  will  no  doubt 
look  forward  with  anxiety  to  the  period,  when  the  work 
that  is  now  done  by  women,  fhall  come  to  be  entirely  per* 
formed  by  horfes  and  carts.  For  their  confolation,  how* 
ever,  it  may  be  obferyed,  that  we  perceive  at  prelent  na 
difference  between  the  children  of  Muflelburgh  and  thofe 
of  Fiflierrow,  where  the  fiibers  live.  Wlfbre  the  labouring 
poor  have  enough  to  feed  their  children  with,  there  is 
littte  doubt,  that  the  race  will  always  prove  both  firong 
and  numerous^ 

Po/»£i/io/r.— The  population  of  this  parifli  has  increafed 
coniiderably,  fince  Dr  U  e;>fter  made  his  computation  in 
S755,  which  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  prelent  thriving  fiate 
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«£  the  ediieries,  there  having  been  onlj  one  pit  open  at 
the  former  period.  The  people  of  all  ages  were  carefully 
BiuDbered  in  November  and  December  1792,  when  none  of 
the  fnmmer  lodgers  were  here,  and  amounted  as  foUowi^s 

•  I.  In  the  Burgb. 

In  Mnflelborgh,  Weft-pans,  &c.        •  •         1(40 

In  Ncwbi£gbg»         .  •  •  -  490 

— —    2130 
In  Fiflicrniw,  Maikct-gite,  Bridgend,  tec.        -     '1199 
la  Timbcr-bnfh,  Spriog-gard^o,  BmnftaaemiU, 
Magdalene  pans,  ^.  •  86 

Total  in  the  Bargh,  •  «r—       4»ti 

II.  In  the  Cwntry  farijb. 


ladie^ilUgeorinTereik,         -        • 

235 

In  the  country,  ibnth-eaft. 

13« 

InMoaktoiwhaU, 

itfj 

In  Moiikton«nd  Cairncf. 

no 

In  White.hiU  and  New  Hailet,             -        - 

di 

In  Slooey-hiU  and  Stoney-bank,  l^c 

4« 

Emfhytd  in  tie  Coal^worh. 

LtAeCoal^nts 

a6o 

At  Ctaig-hidl,           .               g               • 

«5» 

Total  in  the  conntiy. 

86s 


—       «377 

Total  mtmber  of  fouls  in  the  pariih,  .  .  559a 

The  ttombcr  of  ibah  in  1755,  when  Dr  Webiter  took  19  his  liil,  was  4645 

Increaiet,  -  •  •  747 

The 

*  Th^  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Moflelbnrgh  make  one  dinfion  of 
ffee  poriik,  and  diofe  in  the  country,  not  under  their  jarifdi€lion»  make 


t  This  incrrare,  u  was  already  obferved,   is  chiefly  to  be  imputed  to 
te  ihrhiog  ftate  of  the  coal-works ;  fox^  though  the  smaber  of  boUdingt 

ia 
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Tbt  number  of  rvgilteml  bapdlbis  lug  be€0>  dt  en  i 
for  finwn  yeow  pRCeding  this  year,  (17931)  "^^  V««  **3# 
whidi,  nuddpliedby  a6v  giira  01^  4758,  w  nvmbor  fiir 
bebw  that  of  tba  a  teal  aonaianaaaii  at  tfab  tiiM* 

The  Baptisms^  Marr&agks  aad  Deaths,  daring  thofe 
years,  were  as  below  : 

B^q^tifms^  Mtitiages. 

»7W,  ao3  49 

X787f      »S7      54 
1788,      «i       59 

I7*9»       *9J       48 
1790,       307      47 

X79r»  »44  37 

179a,  161  47 

Total      1178  321 

Average   182^  44r 

in  the  towns  is  mvch  increafed,  nni  iktte  tre  many  htndfome  hcraiei^ 
where  there  were  only  cottages  before,  yet  rerend  of  thefe  moft  hiTe  been 
demoliflied,  to  makrrtoor  ftir  oae  gdod  hMlic*:  af  th«  towns  are  likewife 
much  reforted  to.ia«  fammer  for  fea-bathing,  there  tre  maa^f  good  hoati^ 
which  are  not  merer  than  half  inhabited  in  winter*  There  it  gtfCtond-'to 
believe,  that  this  piriih  wu  nearly  as  populons  left  century  as  it  is  now, 
bveanfe  it  is  ceruin,  that  at  that  time,  when  e«ery  perfon  arriyed,  at  a  ms. 
tnre  age,  was  obliged  to  conmnmcate,  there  were  3000  comoMUiicants 
in  the  pariflu  In  thofe  days  there  were  fome  fmall,  but  popnloor 
villnges  fcattered  about,  and  many  fmall  farms  that  are  now  no  more. 
This  tijffUm  to  the  firft  part  of  this  century  Ukewtle;  for,  on  an  averagOx 
of  the  burials  for  ift  yean,  from  X717  to  i7t8,  there  died  annually  t$^, 
which  multiplied  by  36,  produces  57a4;  whereas  from  1769  to  1780  in* 
duiive»  the  aTenge  was  .only  xax,  wiiich<  pmduees.  4556b  This  kft 
period,  however,  was  piobably  that  of  the  lowet  popoUlidn)  ar  aU  the 
fmall  farms  were  abolished,  and  the  diiUlleries,  (larch,  works,  (rf^.wem 
not  introduced,  and  few  coal-pits  were  open.  The  number  of  bi^tiffln 
does  not  form  fo  juft  a  rule  of  computation  u  that  of  deaths,  as  many 
^hil^ren  die  without  baptlifai,  and  not  a  few  of  the  fedUrtes  fliiio  entering' 
the  names  of  their  children  in  the  regifter,  which  affords  t  good  realbtt 
for  abolijbhg  a  tax  that  is  to  little  produdtive. 


0€t^paiiotu^^Tht  trades  <t  MufR^Nnirgii,  with  tli«  moi- 
^  of  nafters  in  each  trade,  are  as  follows : 


IircoaroRATiOMs. 

FilhenneB,            * 

49 

Wrights  and  Smiths^ 

70 

Fxfh-wives, 

9P 

Tailors, 

30 

Saitpwives, 

SO 

96 

Wine-merchants^ 

4 

JBakcrs,          «/ 

44 

Milliners, 

t 

Gardeners, 

x6 

Mantua-makers, 

ID 

Weavers, '           ^ 

140 

Hair*dreflers, 

« 

Fkihers, 

50 

Perfumers, 

2 

Not  iHcoRFoa^TED. 

Carters,  who   have  no 

) 

MafaQS, 

40 

land,  and  five  bj  car- 

10 

r^gcoajsj^c. 

€3 

EccU/laJlicai State: — ^There  are  four  places  of  worflup 
m  this  pariih,  i.  The  Eftabliflied  Church  -,  a^  The  Epilco- 
pal  meeting-houfe,  which  has  eziOed  in  fome  ihape  ever 
face  the  Revolution,  and  is  attended  by  a  few  gentlemens 
funilies;  3.  A  Burgher  Seceding  meeting-^houfe^  which 
was  built  about  23  jears  ago }  4.  A  Church  of  Relief 
which  was  ere£ted  in  the  year  1783,  but  would  not  have 
been  bnilt  had  the  church  been  large  enough  for  the  pariih. 
St  Bfichaers  of  Inverefk,  the  pariih-church,  is  of  great  an- 
tiqnity,  but  uncertain  date.  It  is  rooft  likely,  that  it  was 
^uilt  ibon  after  the  introduction  of  ChriiUanity,  out  of  the 

ruins 

a  Themiiiiftcnofthif  puifli  fioce  the  Refonnstion  have  been,  firfl; 
Mi  Andrew  BUckhall,  who  was  admitted  previous  to  the  year  1591,  an4 
Ad  m  1609 ;  to  him  fuccf  edcd  Mr  Adsi»  Colt,  who^  with  hit  foa,  Mr 
GUna  Cok,  SUgd  ap  the  reft  of  that  eentory  till  the  year  1679.  Mr 
▲itharMiUarwia  ordained  in  16S0;  to  whom  Mr  Richard  Howifoa 
facceeded  pboot  the  year  1690.  Mr  John  WtlUamron  was  oidained  herd 
in  1 701 ;  on  whoie  death  in  1739.  Mr  Frederick  Garmichael  wat  ad- 
mitted msnifter ;  who  hariof  been  tianflated  to  Edinburgh  in  the  yea* 
1747.  ^  prefint  incumbent  wu  ordained  here  on  the  ad  of  Auguft 
i,74l«  who  ii  m^ntAf  but  hu  no  children  slive. 
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rains  of  the  Roman  fort.  The  ftono  it  is  built  of  appeus 
to  be  the  (ame  with  thofe  difcovered  in  the  rains  of  the 
pFetorium*  There  are  evidently  many  old  ftones,  and  man  j 
Koman  bricks  in  the  building.  There  (eems  befides  to 
have  been  no  good  reafon,  for  chafing  a  iituation  fo  difiant 
from  the  towns,  which  have  always  been  the  moft  populous 
partB  of  the  pariflit  had  it  not  been  for  the  conveniency  of/ 
ufing  the  old  materials.  The  body  of  the  church  is  \o% 
feet  long,  and  only  13  feet  wide  within  the  walls ;  but 
there  are  four  aifles,  two  on  each  fide  .of  the  church,  that 
have 'been  buik  at  different  periods,  and  double  rows  of' 
galleries  in  the  ends  of  the  church.  The  whole  is  now  in 
a  ruinous  condition,  and  is  truly  a  difgrace  to  the  parifli. 
Several  attempts  have  lately  been  made  to  have  it  rebuilt, 
cither  in  its  prefent  fituatioo,  or  on  one  *more  commodious, 
which  have  failed.  This  ftate  of  the  church  is  not  only  of 
no  {mall  difadvantage  to*  the  poors  funds,  but  to  the  reli- 
gion  and  morals  of  the  people,  as  it  leaves  fuch  a  number 
of  them  to  be  infeded  with  fedarian  principles,  which, 
without  laying  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  the  prefent  in- 
cumbents, are  at  beft  uncertain*  The  fituation  of  the 
church  is  remarkably  fine,  not  only  on  account  of  the  ex- 
(enfive  view  of  the  country  which  it  commands,  though 
the  hill  is  not  more  than  50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
but  likewife  as  a  military  ftation,  as  was  formerly  obter- 
ved  ^.  -  IThere  are  two  mounts  or  ramparts,  one  on  the 
north  fide,  and  another  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  church-yard  f, 

that 

•  Oliver  CromweU's  cavilrf  lay  there  for  tf  or  S  weeks,  in  1650,  while 
his  foot  were  encamped  on  the  links  of  Mti0elborgh.  The  charch  fenred 
OliTer  as  a  ftable  for  his  cavalry.  The  place,  where  his  own  tent  wat 
ere^M,  is  ftill  (hewn  on  Moflelburgh  links. 

t  The  eaftem  rampart  having  been  levelled  5  or  6  years  ago  to  extend 
the  borying-gronnd,  and  a  fonndation  fat  a  monument  having  beep  lately 

dog 


of  Invere/k.  25 

that  are  called  Oliver* s  Mounts^  and  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  batteries  of  Cromwell's,  one  to  commaod  the  bridge, 
and  the  other  to  defend  his  magazine  which  was  in  the 
village  of  Invereik.  Lord  Hailes  ufed  to  alledge  that 
they  were  of  greater  antiquity  than  Gromwelly  and  might 
have  been  ramparts  of  a  Roman  camp ;  but  the  circum- 
fiance  mentioned  in  the  note  affords  a  ftrong  prefamption 
of  the  contrary. 

The  ftipendy  from  1650  till  1781,  was  i  chalder  of  wheat, 
I  of  barley,  and  i  of  oats ;  and  L.  66^  i  o  s.  in  money.  In 
1 781,  the  prefent  incumbent  obtained  an  augmentation, 
and  the  flipend  is  now  2  chalders  of  wheat,  3  of  barley,% 
and  3  of  oats,  paid  in  money,  at  the  fiars  of  Mid-Lothian, 
and  L.62  in  money,  including  communion  elements.  There 
is  likewife  a  glebe  of  5f  acres  inclofed  by  the  prefent  in* 
combent,  together  with  a  houfe  and  garden,  and  a  field  be* 
fore  the  hoofe,  making  in  all  an  acre,  which  were  given  by 
the  town  of  Muflelburgh  to  the  minifter  of  the  parifli,  when 
the  manfe  was  built  in  1681 ;  for  an  addition  to  which  field, 
made  in  1738,  he  pays  xs.  yearly  of  feu-duty.  Since 
1702  there  has  been  an  aiBftant  probationer,  for  whom  there 
is  a  very  flender  fupport,  out  of  certain  funds  allotted  for 
that  porpofe.  The  Duke  of  Buccleugh  is  patron  of  the  parifh. 

£irr^^.— Muflelburgh  is  a  very  ancient  burgh  of  Rega* 

Sty  *,  and  was  once  called  Mujfdhurgb-Jbire.    The  mill. 

Vol.  XVL  D  to 

dug,  M  deep  as  7  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  church-yard,  aod  zi  be* 
low  the  top  of  the  mount,  there  were  found  many  human  bonet  in  full 
prciervatioot  which  feems  to  fnmiih  proof  that  the  ramparti  had  been 
ercAed  fince  the  field  was  inclo&d  for  a  church-yard. 

•  Befoft  the  Reformation,  it  was  an  ecclefiaftical  burgh  belonginji^. 
inttr  alia,  to  the  abbacy  of  Dunfermline.  It  was  disjoined  by  King 
Jaaes  VI.  from  that  abbacy,  and  given  in  donation  to  one  of  the  family 
cf  Ltuderdale :  aod  when  the  whole  abbacy  was  given  to  Queen  Ann 
«f  Denmark,  ibe  reclaimed  the  regality  of  Muflelburgh,  as  comprehended 

under 
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to  which  jdm  legality  w«s  sfirided  ami  thiile 4,  is  caHcd 
the  Shire^miU^  and  the  wood  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
of  which  little  remains,  is  called  Shin-wood'^  and  Sheriff-hat 
at  the  extremit  J  of  the  regality  has  acquired  its  name  in 
the  fame  manner. 

Muflelbtirgh  is  an  ancient  ecclefiaftical  and  incorporate 
hurgh,  holden  of  the  Lord  Superior  of  the  Regality,  who  is 
Aow  the  Duke  of  Bucclengh,  on  payment  of  certain  Aun» 
annually  as  quit-rent  or  fen-^uty.  The  territories  of  the 
Burgh  extend  along  the  fea  coail,.  the  whole  length  of  the 
pari(b,  and  are  about  two  meafured  nviles  and  a  half  in 
)engtb»  and  from  one.hidf  to  one  fourth  of  a  mile  in  breaddK 

C&ift/rj.—- The  moft  ancient  charter  of  this  burgh  now 
extant  is  dated  December  zi.  1562,  and  b  granted  by  Ro« 
BSRT  Commendator  of  Dunfermlioei  with  confent  of  the 
wholie  members  of  the  convj^t.  Itliarrates»  *  That  the 
'*  title-deeds  belbngbg  to  the  burgh  were  bnmt  by  their 
'<  enemies  the  Engliih,  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Knkie; 
*'  therefore  they  of  new  grant,  difpone,  and  confirm  to  the 
**  prefent  bailies,  community  and  inhabitants  of  Muflel- 
**  burgh,  and  to  their  faccefTors,^  lit.  which  is  not  incon* 
Silent  with  what  has  been  before  mentioned  as  a  tradi- 
tional account,  vi%.  That  their '  firft  charter  was  procured, 
by  means  of  their  attention  to  Randolph  Eart  of  Murray, 
who  died  in  their  town.  Thi|  charter  is  confirmed  by 
flftany  fub&quent  charters  and  ads  of  Parliament,  particu- 
larly 

under  the  gift.  But  the  proprietor  eontendied,  that  it  h^a^antt  been 
gifted  to  him,  which  defence  Wts  fuftftined.  Certain  parts,  hovrerer, 
of  this  regality  and  pan(h  have  been  disjoined,  and  added  to  the  pariftet 
of  Cranfton,  Newton,  and  DaUeith.  This  Lonkhip  was  held  by  the  fa- 
mily of  Lauderdale  till  the  year  1709,  when  it  was  pocchafed  by  the  I>» 
chefs  of  Monmouth  and  Buccleugh. 
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ladj  by  a  charter  from  the  Earl,  ,afterwards  Duke  of  Laa« 
derdale,  dated  oatM  1670,  in  which  all  their  ancient  tights 
^ad  privileges  are  narrated  and  confirmed. 

Govemmentf  l^c.«*The  town-council  confi(b  of  x8 
memberst  xo  being  eleded  from  Mnfielburgh,  and  8  from 
Fiflierrow.  The  whole  regality  in  this  divifion  b  confi* 
dered  as  FiOierrow,  except  what  is  within  the  ancient 
ports  of  Muflelburgh.  Out  of  thefc,  two  bailies  and  a 
treafnrer  are  annually  elefted,  but  may  not  be  re-eleded 
more  than  two  years  without  intermiffion.  Two  conn* 
ciUors  go  off  annually  by  a  vote  of  the  cooocil,  and  two 
are  chofen  in  their  room  by  the  fame  body.  Their  reve« 
aue  is  now  very  confiderable,  arifing  from  feu-duties  paid 
by  the  proprietors  of  all  the  houfes  in  their  territories,  and 
from  their  lands  and  mills,  and  the  ihore-dnes  of  their 
harbour*  The  two  laft  afe  of  a  flufhiaung  nature,  and 
have  imcreafed  of  late,  (he  one  on  account  of  their  good 
ftate,  and  the  other  by  means  of  the  great  refort  of  ihtpping 
with  grain  for  the  diflillery.  Wete  the  laft  to  be  given 
up,  the  dues  of  the  harbour  would  have  litUe  elfe  to  fup- 
port  them  but  fifliing  boats,  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  two  or 
three  limber  and  iron  merohantB  fettled  there,  which  in- 
deed is  coofiderable.  The  annual  revenue  of  the  town  is 
aolt  k&  than  L.  1500.'— The  magiftrates,  by  their  title- 
deeds  are  empowered  to  hold  a  court  of  record,  and  iflise 
fnecepts  both  on  their  decrees  and  regillrationj.  They  are 
empowered  to  grant  infeftment  by  hafp  and  ftaple,  more 
hurgi'f  but  their  clerk  is  not  entitled  to  a  protocal  record 
<A  infeftments,  as  in  burghs  royal.  Their  infeftments 
mift  be  recorded  in  the  county  regifler  \  but  being  an  in- 
corporated burgh,  un^er  that  title  it  is  excepted  ont  cf 
^  late  jnrifdidion  aft,  and  fliU  remains  poflefled  of  its  an* 

dent 
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cient  privileges  *.  Upon  the  whole,  this  burgh  has  all  the 
privileges  of  an  j  royal  bnrgh  in  Scotland,  except  thofe  of 
Toting  for  a  member  of  Parliament,  and  fending  a  dele* 
gate  to  the  Convention  of  Burghs. 

Archery. — There  b  an  ancient  filver  arrow  in  this  town, 
which  is  ihot  for  annually  by  the  Royal  Company  of  Archers. 
The  vi£tor  receives  L.  i,  lo  s.  Sterling  from  the  town,  and 
a  riddel  foil  of  daret,  vi%.  one  dozen,  and  is  bound  to  ap- 
pend a  medal  of  gold  or  filver  to  the  arrow,  before  the 
next  year's  annual  meeting.  The  earlieft  date  of  any  of 
the  medals  is  1603 ;  but  there  are  a  few  that  are  more  an- 
cient without  a  date.  This  ancient  mode  of  war&re  ha- 
ving gone  into  difufe,  fioce  the  invention  of  fire  arms,  was 
likely  to  have  fallen  into  total  oblivion,  had  it  not  been 
for  thofe  ancient  prizes  eftabli(hed  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  which  preferved  the  remembrance  of  it ;  but  it 
has  been  lately  revived  in  Edinburgh,  and  other  cities  and 
towns  in  England,  as  well  as  in  Scotland,  and  has  become 
an  exercife  as  fafliionable  as  it  is  manly.  Archery  is  an 
exercife  peculiarly  well  fuited  to  large  cities,  where  young 
gentlemen  of  various  profeflions  have  neither  leifure  nor 
opportunity  for  the  diverfions  of  the  chace  and  the  field.. 

Golf. — ^The  golf,  fo  long  a  favourite  and  peculiar  ex- 
ercife of  the  Septs,  is  much  in  uf^  here  f  •     Children  are 

trained 

♦  In  the  year  163  a,  Mufielburgh  was,  by  a  charter  under  the  i^reat 
feal,  ere^ed  into  a  royal  burgh ;  but  the  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  ob- 
tained  a  decreet  of  redudlton  of  that  charter  before  the  priTy-cooncilp 
dated  November  30.  1631,  in  confequence  of  a  compromise  with  the  mtm 
giftrates  of  MuflTelburgh. 

t  Tlie  following  account  of  the  Dutch  game,  called  Kolf,  was  veiy 
obligingly  communicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Walker,  one  of  the  mini. 

fteri 
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trained  to  it  in  their  early  da  js,  being  enticed  by  the  beau- 
ty of  the  links,  (which  lie  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  be- 
tween 

of  the  Cuiongate,  whofe  former  refidence  io  Holland  has  enabled  him  to 
five  a  very  fatisfa£lory  defcription  of  that  game. 

The  Dutch  game  called  Kolf^  from  which  the  word  Golf  is  derived, 
as  both  are  prubably  from  the  Greek  word,  xoxo^oc,  is  played  in  an  inclofed 
reAangular  area  of  aboat  60  feet  by  25.  The  floor,  which  is  a  compofi. 
tloo  of  faod,  clay,  and  pitch,  is  made  as  level  as  a  billiard  table,  and  the 
iaclofinc  walls  are  for  two  feet  above  the  floor,  faced  either  with  poltlh^d 
ftoiie,  or  flieet  lead,  that  they  may  caufe  the  ball  rebound  with  accuracy. 
At  about  8  or  10  feet  from  each  end  wall,  a  circular  poft  of  about  5 
inches  diameter  is  placed  precifely  in  the  middle  of  the  area  with  regard 
to  breadth,  confequently  oppofite  the  one  to  the  other,  and  at  the  diftance 
of  40  htt  or  thereby.  The  balls  ufed  in  the  game  are  about  the  fize  of 
cricket  balls,  made  perfe^ly  round  and  ela/tic,  covered  with  foft  leather, 
and  iewed  with  fine  wire.  The  clubs  are  from  three  to  four  feet  long, 
with  ftiff  (hafts.  The  heads  are  of  brafs,  and  the  face,  with  which  the  ball 
b  ftnick,  is  perfectly  fmooth,  having  no  inclination,  fuch  as  might 
Ittve  a  tendency  to  raife  the  ball  from  the  ground.  The  angle,  which  the 
bead  makes  with  the  fliaft,  is  nearly  the  fame  with  that  of  the  putting 
clubs  ofed  at  golf.  The  game  may  be  played  by  any  number,  either  in 
parties  againft  each  other,  or  each  perfon  for  himfelf;  and  the  conteft  is, 
who  fliall  hit  the  two  pofts  in  the  feweft  ftrokes,  and  make  his  ball  re- 
treat from  the  lafl  one  with  fuch  an  accurate  length,  as  that,  it  fliall 
lie  oeareft  to  the  oppofite  end  wall  of  the  area.  The  fiift  ilroke  is  made  ^ 
from  within  a  few  inches  of  what  is  called  the  hepnning  poft,  and  the 
player  diredls  his  ball  as  precifely  as  he  can  on  the  oppofite  one,  tiiat  he 
may  hit  it  if  poflible,  computing  at  the  fame  time  the  force  of  his  flroke, 
lb  that,  (hould  he  mifs  it,  (which  from  the  diilance  may  be  fuppoftd  to  be 
moft  frequently  the  cafe),  his  hall  may  rebound  from  the  end  wall,  and  lie 
within  a  moderate  diftance  of  the  poft,  and  before  it,  i.  e.  between  the  two 
pofts,  rather  than  between  the  poft  and  the  end  wall.  The  reafon  of  pre- 
ferring this  fituation  of  the  ball,  will  appear  by  refle^ing  how  much  eafier 
it  is  in  that  cafe  to  fend  the  ball,  after  ftriking  the  poft,  back  again  towards 
the  other  one.  The  (kill  of  the  game  confifts  in  ftriking  the  poft  in  fuch 
a  way,  whether  full  or  otherwife,  as  may  fend  the  ball  towards  the  place 
where  you  wi(h  it  to  re(t  It  combines  the  addrefs  required  both  in  golf 
and  in  billiards.  Five  points  make  the  game ;  and  fuch  is  the  difference 
))etween  a  capital  and  an  ordinary  player,  that  the  former  will  give  four 

points 
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twecA  the  two  towns  and  the  fea),  and  excited  by  the 
cxampk  of  their  parents*  To  preferre  the  tafie  for  tliis 
ancient  diverfion,  a  company  of  gentlemen,  about  x8  years 
ago,  purchafed  a  filver  cup,  which  is  played  for  annnally 
in  the  month  of  April,  and  u  for  a  year  in  the  pofleiSoQ 
of  the  viftor,  who  is  obliged  to  append  a  medal  to  it,  when 
he  reftores  it  to  the  company.  The  inhabitants  of  Mnilel- 
burgh  had  need  to  watch  over  this  precious  field  foriiealth 
and  exercife,  left  in  fome  unlucky  period  the  magiftrates 
and  council  fliould  be  induced  to  feu  it  out,  on  pretence  of 
increafing  the  revenue  of  the  town.  At  prefent  It  is  a 
common,  to  which  every  burgeis  has  a  right  of  pafturage  ; 
although  part  of  it  has  already  been  let  off  in  feu,  which 
has  made  the  entry  to  the  town,  both  from  the  eaft  and 
weft,  leis  free  and  open  than  it  formerly  was,  and  greatly 
idecreafed  the  beauty  and  amenity  of  the  place. 

£J»raf/o«.— There  is  now,  and  there  has  long  been  % 
fiourifiiing  grammar  fchool  in  this  place,  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  magiftrates  and  town-council,  (with  the  mmt- 
fter) ;  who,  upon  an  agreement  with  the  heritors  of  the  pa- 
rilh,  fettled  a  falary  on  the  mafter,  payable  oqt  of  their 
funds,  in  lieu  of  ^hich  they  accepted  of  the  does  arifing  from 

mortcloths 

points  of  the  game,  and  frequently  be  the  winner.  This  fupertority  of 
play  I  experienced  myfelf  at  a  kolf  baan  near  the  Hague,  after  I  had  con. 
Gderable  pnuflicc  in  the  game,  and  was,  in  fadl,  no  mean  player.  With 
the  advantage  of  three  points  I  was  completely  beaten,  and  even  when  I 
got  four,  I  could  hardly  preferre  any  tolerable  equality. 

A  great  advantage  of  the  game  of  kolf  is,  that  it  can  be  played  at  all 
/eafons,  and  in  all  weather,  as  the  pbce  is  as  clofe  as  a  hoa&,  while,  at 
the  fame  time,  by  opening  the  windows,  which  are  very  large,  you  may 
have  a  fufHciency  of  air.  There  is  generally  a  kind  of  apartment  at  one 
end  of  the  kolfhcuvt^  two  or  three  fteps  higher  than  the  floor,  where  fpec- 
tators  may  enjoy  the  fight  of  the  game,  as  far  as  the  clouds  of  tohacc« 
fjcokc,  V  i  Ji  whi^h  they  commonlv  ^1  h,  will  allow. 
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mortdodis  at  fiineralsi  which  were  part  of  the  funds  at  the 
difpoTal  of  the  heritors.     The  fchoolmafter  has  a  falary  of 
L.  28  per  ami^m^  and  a  good  houfe  and   garden.    The 
town-cooncU    and  principal  inhabitants  have  lately  en« 
abled  their  l<tft  incumbent,  who  in  his  younger  years  had 
a  flonriihing  fchool,  to  retire  on  a  penfion  ;  and  Mr  John 
Taylor,  from  Kelfo,  has  been  appointed  in  his  room,  with 
fo  magh  approbation  of  the  public,  that  his  houfe  is  alrea- 
dy filled  with  boarders.     This  town  is  coniidered  as  in  fo 
healthy  a  fituation,  and  is  fo  convenient  for  education,  (ha- 
ving the  advantage  of  eafily  procuring  the  beft  maflers 
from  Edinburgh,  for  the  French  and  Italian   languages, 
mufic,  drawing,  and  other  accomplifliments),  that  of  late 
yean  boarding  fchools  for  young  ladies  have  met  with 
great  encouragement.    At  prefent  there  are  two  of  mucli 
eminence,  of  which  Miis  Grant  and  Mifs  Primrofe  are  go- 
▼cmeiSrs  ;  befides  a  third  at  a  lower  board,  by  Mifs  Neil«  ' 
Han,  who  merits  sLnd  meets  with  encouragement*  There  are 
ieveral  very  good  writing  matters  in  the  place ;  and  Mr  Tho- 
anas  Salmon,  teacher  of  dancing,  has  been  efiabliihed  here 
for  more  than  50  years,  and  continues  to  teach  with  increa- 
fiag  reputation.   While  the  mafiers  and  mifireilies  of  thofe 
fchools  preferye  their  reputation  for  ability,  diligence,  and 
tender  care  of  the  children,  and  continue  to  admit  boarders 
smd  Icholars  at  a  reafonable  rate,  the  additional  advantages  of 
fituation  cannot  fail  to  procure  them  full  employment.   By 
means  of  the  bounty  of  the  Ducheis  of  Biiccleagh,  and 
ibe  contributions  of  fome  pious  and  charitable  ladies  of  the 
pariib,  there  have  been   Sunday's  fohook  for  thefe  three 
years,  both  in  Muflelburgh  and  Fiiherrow ;  which,  though 
Vnoecefiary  in  general  in   Scotland,    where   the   pariib 
Ichools  are  iufficient,  yet  are  of  much  utility  here,  where, 
on  account  of  the  poverty  and  conftant  occupations  of  the 
parents,  the  inftruSion  of  many  children  was  negleded. 

3  Surgeom^ 
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SurgeonSf  Di/eafej^  life. — ^There  are  four  furgeoos  in  this 
f2xi£iif  whO|  having  been  all  well  educated  to  their  pro- 
fellion,  are,  according  to  the  mode  of  the  country,  confulted 
and  confided  in  as  phyficians, .  except  in  extraordinary 
cafes,  when  dodovs  graduate  are  called  from  Edinburgh  \ 
which,  being  fo  nigh  at  hand,  is  the  reafon  why  no  phyfi> 
cian  has  ever  fettled  here.  The  parifli  is  remarkably 
healthy.  Epidemical  diflempers  are  feldom  fatal,  except 
the  fmalUpox,  which  now  and  then  fweeps  away  too  many 
children.  Inoculation  is^by  no  means  univerfal^  which  is 
probably  owing  to  the  influence  the  fedaries  have  over 
the  minds  of  their  neighbours ;  an  obfervation  that  is  de- 
rived  from  a  perufal  of  many  of  the  Statiliical  Accounts 
already  publiflied.  They  have,  neverthelefs,  great  en^ 
couragement  to  extend  the  pradice,  as  one  of  the  furgeons, 
who  has  not  been  fettled  here  above  3  years,  has  inoculated 
above  200,  without  having  loft  one.  The  havock  hitherto 
made  by  the  fmall-pox,  however,  cannot  bt  very  great, 
as  during  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  40  years  laft,  (the  fu- 
neral records  of  which  the  writer  of  this  account  has  exa- 
mined), the  higheft  average  for  xa  years  is  159,  and  the^ 
greateft  number  in  any  one  of  thefe  years  is  only  219. 
Forty  years  ago,  there  were  but  three  perfons  in  the  parifli 
who  had  ever  been  troubled  with  the  gout,  and  two  of 
thofe  were  not  natives.  At  prefent  they  are  chiefly  ftran- 
gets  who  are  troubled  with  that  difeafe.  The  gravel  is 
alfo  rare,  which  may  be  owing  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  wa- 
ter, or  gather  to  that  new  briflc  froall  beer  widiout  hops, 
which  is  the  common  beverage  of  the  people ;  though  not 
fo  much  as  it  was  formerly,  as  the  twopenny  has  degene*- 
rated  -,  and  cheap  whiflcy,  that  bane  of  the  health  and  mo- 
rals of  the  people,  has  been  fabftituted  in  its  room.  Nothing 
feems  more  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Legiflature,  than 
thofe  circumftances,  however  minute^  which  tend  .to  cor- 
rupt the  morals  of  the  commons  of  this  country,  who  have 
fo  long  been  remarkable  for  fobriety  and  virtue. 

Longevity, 
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^«fm(|r.— There  are  always  many  aged  people  in  this 
parilh,  and  what  is  of  more  importance,  thej  preferve 
their  vigour  and  their  faculties  to  the  lad.  There  are, 
and  have  been  many  women  paft  fouricore,  who  travel  to 
Edinburgh  with  their  creeb,  and  return  by  xnid-day; 
men  of  the  (ame  age  are  many  of  them^  not  paft  la« 
boor;  and  there  are  a  few  perfons  at  prefent  living  in  this 
parilh,  who,  though  approaching  to  90,  are  as  ftout  and 
lively  as  fome  others  of  threefcore  *•  The  oldeft  perfoa 
now  living  is  a  woman  of  94,  who  carried  the  creel  in  her 
yootb,  and  ftill  fpins* 

Zaf(;.«-There  is  but  one  refident  writer  or  attorney  in 
the  paiiftit  who  Is  the  town-clerk.  As  all  the  fmall  caufes 
commence  at  the  town-court,  the  parties  in  general  are  in- 
duced to  acquiefce  in  the  firft  judgment;  whether  they 
think  it  right  or  wrong,  as  there  is  no  advice  at  hand  to 
tempt  them  to  carry  it  farther.  Cuftom  has  taught  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  firft  decifion,  which  happily  preyents  the 
entail  offends  and  endleis  litigation  upon  them.  * 

Morals  and  Manners. ^^T\\t  people  of  this  pariih  are 

sot  free  from  fuch  vices,  as  are  incident  to  perfons  in  their 

fituation.     The  faults  that  are  attached  to  dealers  in  fmall 

articles  are  not  uncommon  among  them,  but  great  crimes 

are  very  rare.    Large  cities  are  the  nurferies  of  crimes,  as 

hey&mifli  the  means  of  privacy  and  concealment,   as 

well  as  of  temptation.    But  populous  villages,  if  not  £eu 

'oorable  to  fome  of  the  virtues,  are  at  leaft  difcouraging 

o  fcandaloos  vices;  becaufe,  in  fo  dofe  a  neighbourhood, 

•very  adion  is  perfe&ly  known,  and  there  is  no  cenforial 

«ower  half  fo  effcdual  as  the  opinion  of  equals.   Few  great 

V0L.XVL  E  crimes 

\ 
9  Kobert  Mitchell,  a  chelfea-penlioocr  and  afs-driver,  died  laft  winter 

'179%)  aged  91,  and  might  probably  have  lived  to  lOO,  had  he  not  firft 

iroke  hif  leg,  and  afterwards,  before  >t  was  recovered,  fallen  into  the  fire, 

nd  been  Icorchcd  to  death.  ' 
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crimes  hr^t  been  attempted,  or  brought  to  light  in  this  pa- 
xifli  ♦.  The  manners  pf  the  people  arc  open  and  hofpitable, 
though  not  fo  gentle  and  mild  as  might  be  ezpeded  from  the 
fubfcrviency  of  their  ftate.  But  the  influence  women  have 
upon  manners  is  prevalent  in  ever  j  condition  f .  The  change 

in 

*  No  perfon  hat  been  coavifted  of  a  capital  felony  fince  the  year  X7a8« 
when  the  famous  Maggy  Dickfon  was  condemned  and  ezecated  for  child- 
nurder  in  the  Grals-roarket  of  Edinbareh,  and  was  reftored  to  life  in  m 
cart,  00  her  way  to  Maflelburgh  to  be  baried.  Her  huiband  had  been 
abfent  for  a  year,  working  in  the  keels  at  Ncwcaftle,  when  Maggy  fell 
with  child,  and  to  conceal  her  (ha me,  was  tempted  to  pat  it  to  death. 
She  kept  an  ale-houfe  in  a  neighbouring  parilh  for  many  yean  after  flie 
came  to  life  again,  which  was  much  reforted  to  from  curiofity.  Bnt  Mar. 
garet,  in  fpite  of  her  narrow  efcapie,  was  not  reformed,  according  to  the  ac- 
count  given  by  her  cotemporaries,  but  lived,  and  dieda^ain^  in  profligacy. 
For  25  yean  pall  the  Stool  of  Repemtance^  that  relidl  of  Popery,  has  been 
difcontinued  in  this  parilh,.  and  one  ftrong  temptation  to  this  crime  of 
child-murder,  which  formerly  prevailed  fo  much,  has  been  withdrawn. 
Thu  branch  of  penance  has  been  too  long  a  difgrace  to  the  coantiy,  and 
highly  degrading  to  a  refpe^able  body  of  men,  who  fat  monthly  ia 
jodfrment,  with  little  elfe  to  do,  than  to  find  out  the  fathen  of  the  chil. 
dren  of  licentious  women.  It  had  a  ftill  ivorfe  effedl  than  that  of  degra. 
ding  the  clergy,  as  it  imprefled  on  the  minds  of  the  people  an  idea,  that 
there  is  no  other  crime  great  enough  to  deferve  ecclefiaftical  cenfures, 
but  fornication. 

f  No  change  huever  been  more  complete  and  rapid,  than  that  of  man. 
-ners,  in  many  refpedls,  within  thefe  40  years.  In  the  beginning  of  that 
period,  penny  bridals,  promiicuous  dancing,  and  cards  and  dice  were 
abfented  from  and  fliunnrd  by  the  grave,  becaufe  they  had  been  prohibit 
ted  in  the  a^s  of  ^flemblies  of  an  ancient  date.  Clergymen,  in  thofe 
days,  were  fometimes  libelled  for  dancing  and  playing  at  cards,  even  in 
private  houfes;  as  well  as  for  (having  or  drelfing  their  hair,  or  dining  in  a 
neighbour's  houfe  on  the  Lord's  day.  Happily  tho(cfl^/thuJ  vices,  an  eafj 
abftinence  from  which  gave  credit  to  the  whole  train  of  artificiai  virtues 
in  a  falfe  and  hypocritical  chanufler,  are  now  no  more;  and  clergy mer 
and  their  families  are  oa  the  fame  footing  in  refpedl  to  all  innocent  amufc- 

mctit^ 
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In  the  dreisy  tocfi  of  mechanics  aqd  labourers,  is  as  remark- 
able here  as  any  where  in  Scotland,  as,  indeed,  might  well 
be  ezpeded  from  their  vicinity  to  the  capital. 

Prices 


oentf,  with  peribns  of  the  Guse  r«nk  in  anj  otber  prpfeflion,  m  far  as  ii 
csmfiilem  with  th,e  dignity  and  g^ft^ty  of  the  clerical  cbara^er. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  manners  of  a  people  are  ftronger  than  ^oie 
bwa  which  pretend  to  regulate' them^  when  fueh  regulations  are  £Diinde4 
on  &lfe  principles.  Of  this  there  is  a  recent  example,  which,  being  hard- 
ly of  importance  enough  to  enter  into  general  hiftory,  may  not  impro*. 
perly  be  recorded  here* ' 

'  >  ... 

Many  perfons  now  alive  mnik  remember  with  what  a  fit  of  ^al  and 
kypocrify,  (for  they  were,  mingled}*  the  minds  of  great  numbers  were 
feizeil»  when  the  tragedy,  of  Douglas  was  iirft  adled.JMi  Edinburgh,  in 
Decepiber  iis6.  )That  play  is  now  of  the  moft  eil»bliih^d  reputation^ 
aad  is  juftly  and  univerfally  admired  as  ooe  of  the  moil  cacellent  ^ompo- 
fitions  io  the  EngUfh  language.  On  occafion  of  its  l&rft  appearance  on 
the  theatre,  a  few  clergymen,  about  feven  or  eight  who  were  particular 
friends  of  the  author,  in  order  to  give  him  countenance,  once  or  twice 
attended  the  reprefeDtation  of  it,  a  pracli^e  at  that  time  not  prevalent, 
though  not  altogether  unufual.  Such  a  ftorm  was  inllantly  raifed  agaioil 
thole  clergymen,  that  one  would  have  thought  that  religion  and  morals 
had  then  received  a  mortal  blow,  although  plays  had  been  frequented 
for  a  long  period  in  Edinburgh,  by  pnany  people  ot  the  mo^  unexception- 
able charaden,  without  animadverHon  of  any  kind  ;  and  though  feveral 
of  the  moft  eminent  clergymen  were  well  known  to  have  attended  the 
theatre,  wken  occafionally  in  London. 

The  preibytery  of  Ediriburgh  and  the  prefby  tery  of  Glafgow  met  again 
and  again  on  the  fabjedt;  wrote  warm  letters  to  the  feveral  prefbyteries^ 
to  whom  any  of  the  offending  clergymen  belonged,  infilling  on  their  pro- 
ceeding againft  them,  and  bringing  them  to  condigr*  punilliment;  emit- 
ted admonitions  and  exhortationi  againft  tlic  oflfenlive  pra<5lice,  and  or. 
dcrcd  them  to  be  read  in  all  the  churches  within  their  bounds.  In  every 
tnft<4nce,  however,  except  two,  ope  of  which  was  carried  as  far  as  the 
Supreme  Coort,  and  of  which  the  iflue  is  to  be  fecn  in  the  magazines  of 

that 
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Prices  of  Provijions^  lsfr.-^The  prices  of  provifions  here 
«re  entirely  regulated  by  the  rates  at  Edinburghi  with  which 

there 


that  time,  the  offence  wif  done  away  in  the  moft  private  manner  by  the 
feveral  prefbyteries  who  had  been  wrote  to.  Bat  even  the  General  Af* 
fembly  was  induced  to  make  a  declaratory  aA  againft  the  ftage,  eojoinisif 
all  prcftytcrics  to  take  care  thai  none  of  the  mintflets  of  this  church  do  tipom 
any  occafien  attend  the  theatre.  In  ihort,  the  country  was  excited  into  a 
£ame  on  this  trifling  occafiofi,  though  not  quite  fo  ftrong  and  eztenfiTe, 
yet  fimilar  to  that  which  was  raifed  43  yean  lAerwaids  in  oppofitioo  ti 
the  Poptflk  bill. 

This  violent  explofion  of  seal,  which  certainly  does  no  honour  to  the 
annals  of  the  church,  was  not  wholly  owing  to  the  offence  taken  by 
fome  well  teeaning  people.  It  was  well  known  that  fome  (hare  of  poli- 
tical edlnity  was  added  to  it,  which  ferved  to  blend  parties  together  ia  a 
.  tnanner  theretofore  unknown  on  fo  flight  an  occafion.  The  fpirit  <of  ec» 
clefiaftical  fi^ion  Ukewife  mingled  deeply  in  it,  and  contributed  to  ia- 
creafe  the  clamour,  in  order  to  fix  a  ftigma  on  certain  clergymen,  wh» 
Were  looked  upon  with  a  jealotis  eye,  by  fome  Who  then  a^ed  as  leaden 
of  the  church. 

But  what  wu  the  ftqnel  ?  The  plans  of  ecclefiaftical  intrigue  were 
unveiled,  and  tank  into  contempt.  The  courfe  of  public  fentiment  and 
manners  becoming  gradually  more  liberal,  proved  too  ftrung  for  inch 
tiarrow  and  bigotted  principles.  Mr  John  Home,  the  author  of  the  tra* 
gedy  in  qaeftion,  the  fuperior  merit  of  which  was  already  generally  rnc* 
knowlcdged,  having  new  views  opened  up  to  him,  demitted  his  charge  ia 
the  month  of  June  1757,  and  withdrew  from  the  church  without  the  leaft 
animadverfion  on  his  condudb.  In  a  few  years  clergymen  Irom  many 
different  parts  ef  the  country,  as  well  as  fome  in  town,  occafionally  at- 
tended the  theatre,  and  feveral  of  the  moft  refpe^able  minifters  continue 
to  do  fo,  not  only  without  any  cenfure  from  the  church,  but  without  any 
fort  of  offence  being  given  or  taken. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  clergy  of  no  Cbriftian  country  in  the  world 
are  in  general  more  blamelefs  in  their  morals,  and  lefs  reprehenfible  in 
tl^eir  condu^i  than  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  {  and  while  they  are 

sot 
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there  ia  an  almoft  hoorlj  oommunicittotu  The  fiibwive» 
will  rather  take  their  chance  of  a  market  .in  that  citj,  thaa 
fell  their  fifli  at  a  reafonable  price  here ;  infomuchy  thai 
the  people  of  this  parifli  are  chieflj  fiipplied  by  wometi 
firom  Preftonpans,  'who  are  too  defiant  to  go  and.  retora 
with  their  burdens  daily  to  Edinburgh ;  and  who,  when 
they  have  not  fifli  from  their  own  boatSy  are  glad  to  pnr- 
ehafe  them  when  they  can  get  them  at  Fiiherrow,  and  di-i 
ftribate  them  among  the  cqiuleut  families  here.  Notwidi^ 
Iboding  all  this,  fiih  was  long  a  cheap  article  here,  till 
the  demand  at  Edinburgh  increafed,  and  the  haddocks  loft 
our  coails  about  fix  or  feven  years  ago.  Fortunately  they 
have  again  returned  in  fmall  numbers  about  the  time  of 
drawii^  up  this  account,  namely  in  June  1793.  lie  only 
arlide  we  have  cheaper  thati  at  Edinburgh  is  coals,  whidli 
is  o^ing  to  our  vicinity  to  the  pits ;  and  the  obly  articles 
we  have,  perhaps,  of  better  quality,  are  the  produce  of 
the  garden  and  bread.  This  lad  advantage  we  owe  to  our 
lying  between  Edinbur^,  and  the  bed  ^  wheat  farms  in 
Eaft  Lothian,  from  whence  our  bakers  are  fapplied.  The 
bakers  here,  about  jo  or  60  years  ago,  more  than  half  fur* 
nKhed  Edinburgh  and  Leith  with  wheat  bread,  and  ftill 
continue  to  vend  a  confiderable  quantity  theire,  notwith- 
ftandiog  their  paying  higher  mill  dues  than  icre  paid  any 
where  elfe  ;  but  they  have  cheaper  houfes  and  firing  than 
caa  be  had  in  the  city,  which  more  than  compenfates  them 
for  the  high  price  of  mealing.     It  mud  be  obferved,  how- 

every 

aot  likeljr  to  ibofe  fiidi  a  privilege,  It  may  well  be  prefumed  that  occa- 
lumal  acceft  to  the  theatre,  efpecially  when  the  mod  eminent  aiflon  have 
aj^ared,  has  contribated  to  improve  their  ftyle  and  pronunciation,  and 
Co  bAoiih  from  the  palpit  that  niltic  vulgarity  with  which  it  was  once 
9pro«ch«d. 
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trtr^  that-a  confiderable  quantify  of  Edinburgh  bread  k^ 
alfo  vended  here.  The  neceflaries  of  life  are  no  doubt 
much  dearer  than  they  were  thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  but 
the  wages  of  labour  have  increafed  in  a  much  greater  pro-' 
portion.  For  12  years  preceding  1760,  the  price  of  beef 
here  by  agreement  was  2^  d.  for  one  half  of  the  year,  and 

3  d.  for  the  other  hal£     It  is  now  at  the  rate  of  3!  d.  and 

4  d.  But  the  wages  of  labour  have,  in  moft  cafes,  beet^ 
more  than  doubled  fince  that  period  ;  fo  that  the  inferior 
claiTes,  who  fubfift  by  their  labour,  and  are  underftood 
chiefly  to  ufe  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  not  its  luxuries^ 
have  no  ground  of  complaint.  On  the  contrary,  their 
condition  U  much  improved,  efpecially  as  the  taxes  do  not 
extend  to  many  articles  of  their  confumption.  Soap,  can* 
dies,  aqd  leather  are  the  only  neceflaries  that  are  talced 
which  are  within  their  reach.  If  they  W// have  whi&y,. 
it  is  fit  they  (hould  pay  for  it.  Malt  liquor  is  dill  very 
cheap,  vi%.  ltd.  per  pint,  or  a  Engltlh. quarts,  though  it 
muft  be  owned,  it  is  inferior  in  quality  to  what  it  for* 
merly  was,  on  account  of  the  high  price  .of  barley ;  which, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  inay  not  be  of  long  continuance,  as  the 
firft  very  good  crop  may  reduce  it  as  much  as  was  done  ia 
the  year  177^ 

If  any  cbtfs  of  men  have  ground  of  complaint  amidil  the 
high  profperity  of  their  country,  it  is  thofe  of  ranks  fu- 
perior  to  the  labourers  and  artifans,  who,  having  fixed  fa« 
laries,  or  unimprovable  livings,  cannot  now  afford  to  live 
as  they  have  formerly  done ;  many  articles  for  the  table, 
befides  butcher's  meat,  which  has  been  raifed  above  one 
fourth,  having  been  doubled  or  tripled  within  thefe  46 
years.  But  flill  it  is  more  owing  to  the  change  in  the 
modes  of  living,  than  to  the  increafed  price  of  provifions, 
that  difficulties  are  incurred  y  for  this  creates  a  neceffity  of 

its 
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its  kind.  How  few  have  philofopfaj  or  fortitcide  enough 
to  live  in  a  ftjle  inferior  to  their  neighbours  and  equals ! 
When  all  are  equally  poor,  none  but  fpendthrifts  are  ever 
in  diftrefs.  As  the  wages  of  labour  are  more  than  doubled, 
the  manner  of  living  is  entirely  changed.  Until  about  the 
jear  1760,  the  working  people  ufed  no  bread  but  oatcakes. 
Smce  that  tlmci  however,  the  ufe  of  whcaten  bread  has 
been  bcreafing ;  and  now,  bread  made  of  oat  meal  is  not  to 
be  met  with,  bnt  in  houfes  of  gentlemen  as  a  rarity.  At 
the  period  before  mentioned,  working  people  ufed  little 
meat  but  ialted  mutton  in  winter.  Salt  herrings  too  made 
great  part  of  their  iiicben^  (opfonium)^  a  word  that  here 
fignifies  whatever  gives  a  relifh  to  bread  or  porridge ;  the 
lafi  <tf  which  is  not  yet  in  difufe,  but  ftill  continues,  with 
milk  or  ale,  to  make  the  breakfafts  and  fuppers  of  children 
and  apprentices.,  Through  the  year  freih  or  new  killed 
beef  is  now  fubftinited  for  felted. 

ilf/iri«/j.«-There  is  a  market  for  butcher's  meat,  in 
MufTelburgh  every  Friday,  and  one  in  Fiftierrow  every 
Tnefday.  There  is  a  much  greater  niimber  of  animals 
killed  here,  than  are  confumed  in  the  parilh,  to  the  amount 
of  fome  hundreds  of  (heep  weekly  in  the  feafon,  and  a 
proportional  number  of  black  cattle,  Iambs,  calves,  and 
bogs.  Bnt  they  are  chiefly  for  the  fupply  of  the  markets 
of  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  which  are  frequented  by  our  but- 
ciers.  From  this  it  may  be  inferred,  that  our  provifions 
a*e  equally  good  with  theirs,  excepting  fome  choice  beafts 
tiat  mud  fall  to  the  fhare  of  the  Edinburgh  butchers.  Veal 
t€o  muft  be  excepted,  which  is  rarely  good  here,  and  has 
lately  degenerated.  Our  pork,  which  is  chiefly  purchafed 
iom  the  farmers  of  Eaft  Lothian,  is  remarkably  fine ;  and 
oir  lamb  is  fnperior  in  quality,  as  the  butchers  have  inclo« 
ixd  at  hand,  in  which  they  are  kep{  till  they  are  wanted. 

Poor, 
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Poor  ♦.—Since  the  year  1781,  the  poor  of  thbparilk 
have  been  penfiooed  in  their  own  houres.    Their  oomber 

is 


#  Soon  tfter  the  prefent  iacambeat  wai  ficttled  in  tbis  pariih«  the  heri- 
tors and  other  principal  inhabitlnti,  with  the  Uodable  defign  of  providing 
better  for  their  poor,  efpecially  aged  perfons  and  children^  ereded  and 
lumilhed  a  poon-houfe,  or  work-houfe,  at  very  confiderable  espence,  which 
was  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  at  Whitfunday  i75t-    The  bed 
mks  of  nanagement  that  could  be  derifed  or  colleAed  were  ordained,  and 
the  houfe  went  on  for  many  yean,  to  the  comfort  of  the  poor,  and  the  fa- 
tisfadion  of  all  concerned.     An  additional  expence,  as  wu  ezpeded,  be- 
fides  the  buUding»  was  incurred  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  an 
afleflment  was  laid  on  the  heritors  that  year  for  the  firft  time.    The  objefl 
then  being  not  the  moil  parfimonioos  plan  of  provifioa  for  the  poor, 
tiut  their  comfortable   ftibfiftencc,   and  the  prefervation   of.  the  young 
among  them,  from  idienefs  and  profligacy :  The  arguments  arifing  from 
the  dasti^er,  by  means  of  fuch  inftitotions,  of  erawnj  the  fenfe  ofjbame  of 
dependence  on  the  poors  funds  from  the  minds  of  tiie  indigent,  or  oi 
blunting  the  feelings  ofeompaffi§n  in  the  hearts  of  their  relatioos,  did  not 
occur  i  or  if  they  had,  would  have  been  confidered  as  the  fuggeftions  oi 
avarice,  in  00  refpe^  applicable  to  the  ftate  of  this  parilh.    The  aflefl^ 
ment  was  continued ;  and  as  the  towns  were  populous,  it  was  thought  nc 
more  than  jufttce  that  they  ihould  contribute  their  (hare.  They  accord  inglj 
were  afTcffed  of  a  certain  fum  by  the  annual  meeting  of  heritors  and  ciders 
which  was  proportioned  among  them  by  a  large  committee  of  the  inhabi 
tants  appointed  by  the  meeting.    By  this  iheans  thofe  who  frequented  an 
«f  the  meetrng-hottfes,  or  abfented  altogether  from  public  worihip,  wer 
made  to  contribute  their  ihare,  as  well  at  thofe  who  regularly  attendc 
the  Eftabliflied  Cfiuich,   and  paid  both  by  their  colledlions  and  by  aflfci 
ment. 

At  the  end  of  30  years,  many  difficulties  having  occurred  from  the  bar! 
wardncfs  of  fome  to  pay  their  aircOmcnts,  and  a  conftant  intrigue  amoc 
the  inhabitants  about  fuRiifliing  ncceflaries,  or  employing  the  puor,  tl 
moft  difinterefted  among  the  managers  became  heartily  tired  of  the  bu 
nefs.  Add  to  this,  that  the  houfe  and  furniture  came  now  to  need  a  tii 
rough  repair,  which  could  not  have  coft  lefs  than  L.  500  Surling;  1 
which,  together  with  an  opinion,  that  the  poor  could  be  malnuined  cheaf 
in  their  own  houfes  than  in  the  poors-houfe,  induced  the  heritora,  and 
concerned,  after  two  years  deliberation,  to  fell  the  houfe.  and  add,  the  pii 
CO  the  poor's  funds,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  the  year  1781. 

•      a 


k  about,  iiOi  none  of  whtfm^  ai^  aSowsd  itfoire  thai^  1 8«  per 
week,  aadfome  have  obI;  6d*.  ai^  allowance  fo  CcaDtj, 
as  kaves  them  but  in  a  very  wretched  ilate,  when  they  are 
entirely  pad  their  indnftry :  and  were  it  not  for  private 
charities,  ot  fttbfidiary  funds^  mail:  be  wholly  infliffident  io 
fiipport  nature.  The  fum  laid  on  for  the  fupport  of  the 
poor  has  for  fome  time  bees  L.  215,  of  whicb  above  L.  65 
is  pad  from  the  colleAiotts ;  which  hflfve-  izjltn  fa  much  fliort 
of  die  dieturfements  on  account  of  bad  payments,  and  cah- 
troverlies  tliat  have  arifen^  that  the  heritors  and  fei&on  have 
beenr  obliged  to  encf ooeh  on  the  price  they  received  for  the 
poors-boofe.  Of  kte  years  it  has  been  thought  proper  to 
Mow  the  dir«£BonB  formerly  given  by  the  Sheriff  of  the 
county,  and  to  lay  on  the  alTeflment  for  the  poor,  according 
to  a  rental  of  all  property  in  the  pariib,  as  the  mod  certain 
asd  eqvalr  ruk  t  by  which  to  kvy  the  poor's  fbndk.  Various 

difficulties 

*  For  eight  or  ten  years  ifter  the  hoafe  was  firft  occupied  bj  the  pooTy 
t^  were  ouiintained  at  the  very  cheap  rau  of  z  s.  %\  d.  per  week  a-piece, 

t  It  k  rsamiable,  that  hoi  a  ftur  of  the  dei^  in  their  Statifttcid 
AeceootB,  eadaim  againfl  the  change,  tfair  of  late  years  has  been  made  in 
•Hiy  panfliet^  in  dieir  method  of  maintaining  die  pooiv  which  has  00^ 
Wen  entirely  by  colle&ions  at  the  church  doori,  as  formerly,  bnt  partly  by 
aSeflmentSk  and  thence  take  occaiion  to  WLfa  their  country  againft /Mr/ 
ntti  sa  a  hcaty  harden,  that  cren  England  is  not  able  to  bear.  Bot  thefe 
^ten  do  not  feem  to  ha?e  fuiBciendy  atttnded  to  the  alterations  in  the 
dite  of  the  country  in  general,,  and  of  many  pariihet  in  pptfticnlar;  within 
sib  half  centary.  They  Teem  not  to  hare*  adverted  t»  it,'  that  the  poor 
hnre  increafed,  and  that  the  weekly  colletSMons  have  been  dtminlihed,  for 
vviovs  reafons,  in  numy  parilhet  during  that  period,  while  the  expence  of 
attiBtaining  any  poor  pcrfoo  hu  neceflhrily  increaled,  with  the  increafed 
paces  of  labour,  and  the  neceflkrics  of  life* 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  where  the  coUedions  are  fnfficient  for  the  pur- 
pee,  ^ere  is  no  plan  for  the  naintenance  of  the  poor  that  can  be  com. 

piftd 
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difficuldes  hftytng  occorredy  refpeding  the  mtore  of  the 
propertj  Uabk  to  the  payment  of  thefe  affeflinents,  parti- 

cakrly 

pired  to  it,  eitber  in  refpe^  to  the  nttare  of  the  fuiid,  or  the  parity  of  its 
maqmgemrat.  Bot  where  they  are  infufficient,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  af. 
felTiients,  f>r  pcorj^ateSt  u  they  are  frequently  called,  ftr  invidiam  ^  be- 
caufe  that  i«  a  term  that  ought  to  occafion  do  fmall  alarm,  though  in  rery 
material  lefpe^s,  they  are  entirely  difcrrnt  from  the  tax  of  that  name  in 
England  *  Thofe  afleflments.  when  recourfe  moft  be  bad  to  them,  ought  in 
julUcr  and  common  fenfe  to  be  as  equally  and  fairly  laid  on  as  poffible.  la 
coootry  pariQies,  where  there  are  no  other  inhabitants,  but  landholders  and 
their  tenants  and  cottagers,  when  the  colleAions  are  infufficient,  the  bar- 
dta  mail  fall  vpon  the  land,  that  is,  on  the  heritors  and  their  tenants,  be* 
canfe  the  cottagers  are  unable  to  pay.  But  in  large  totvns  fuch  as  thii^ 
where  the  rents  of  houfet  and  other  rentable  property  are  equal  to  that  of  the 
land  rent,  it  would  be  quite  unreafonable  and  unjoft  to  throw  the  whole 
burden  on  the  land ;  and  no  rule  feems  to  be  more  equal  thia  the  rental, 
dcdncing  a  fourth  for  repairs,  and  always  exempting  the  haofta  below  a 
certain  fum.  to  vary  according  to  the  circnmftances  of  the  place.  1  know 
few  fobje^Sy  that  more  deferre  the  attention  of  all  men  of  property  of  thia 
country,  landed  or  otberwife^  than  the  maintenance  of  the  poor.  At  pr«. 
Cent,  when  they  are  paft  their  labour,  they  are  wretchedly  ill  fnpported  m 
towns,  though  nothing  can  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  adminifhators  f6r 
the  poor,  who  manage  their  fcanty  funds  with  the  litmoft  frugality.  Were 
it  not  for  the  great  number  o>'  (bcieties  in  this,  and  in  other  pariflies  of  like 
defcription,  who,  by  means  of  weekly  fubfcriptions  of  (mall  foma,  raiie>« 
fund  tor  aid  to  their  meml>eri,  when  they  are  laid  off  their  woHl  by  fick« 
nefi,  or  for  annuities  to  their  widows  after  their  deceafe,  the  poor  would 
become  a  much  heavier  loal  on  the  opulent  than  they  are  at  prefeot* 

There  are  many  ufeful  hints  and  obfcrvations  on  thb  fubjeA  in  the  di& 
ferentSutillical  Accounu;  and  none,  that  the  writer  of  this  article  has  obfcr* 
ved,  better  than  thofe  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  account  of  the  pariih  of 
Portmfitkf  (voL  5«  p.  156),  It  muft  be  obferred,  however,  that  theauthor^ 
after  having  ftated  the  difad vantages  that  arife  from  a  legal  provtfluo,  im- 
mediately  piopofes  to  have  the  fabfcriptions  of  focicties  authorifed  by  law» 
which  feems  to  be  making  them  liable  to  thofe  very  difadvanugea  whida 
.he  had  juft  ftated.    For  the  method  he  approves  of  feems  little  diflfercat 
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calarly  whedier  milk  and  coalrmts  were  legally  fubjefi  to 
them,  law-fuits  have  beeor  carried  on,  which  ilill  remain 
undecided  at  the  end  of  five  years.  This  proves  either  that 
the  laws  on  the  fubjcA  are  very  defefiivey  or  that  law  pro- 
cedure is  more  dilatory  than  could  have  been  expe&ed,  in 
Batters  that  relate  to  the  police  of  the  country .—-Notwith- 
flanding  the  difficulty  there  is  in  providing  for  the  ordinary 
poor^  it  ra oft  be  owned^  that  perfons  of  condition  in  this 
parifli,  (not  to  mention  the  family  of  the  patron,  which  re* 
fides  half  the  year  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  b  a  never- 
&iling  fonrce  of  beneficence  to  all  proper  obje£b),  are  al* 
ways  ready  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  indigent,  who  are 
not  on  the  ordinary  roll. 

Advaraagiu — The  parifli  of  Invereik  has  every  advan« 
tage  in  point  of  air  and  climate,  that  is  to  be  found  in  any 
fitnation  fo  far  north.     It  is  pleafant  and  healthy,  and  none 

but 

fron  that  eftabliihed  here,  vns.  to  affeflment  on  all  the  inhabttatitt.  except 
the  pooreft  clafs,  by  a  rental ;  excepung  only  in  thii,  that  it.  is  not  under 
the  asthorlty  of  law.  The  one  is  hitherto  volantary,  and  the  other  is  not. 
But  ezperience-teaches  us.  that  no  contribution  remains  longjuft  and  equal, 
ihat  is  voluntary,  Peihaps  it  may  be  wife,  in  many  cafts,  to  %vit  up  the 
/omcr,  for  the  fake  of  the  greater  energy  of  the  Utter.  What  the  writer 
hereof  would  humbly  liiggeft  to  the  leading  people  of  tJiis  country  is,  a 
veU-digeflcd  pooit  law  ;«id  in  the  mean  time,  he  woula  earne:tly  call  the 
ictestion  of  refiding  hcriton  to  the  c/re  of  the  poor,  who  Oiould  have  two 
ebje^  conftant  !y  in  their  eye,  i  ft,  A  comforubl  r  pruvifi  jn  for  fuch  as  are  pad 
their  laboor,  and  for  children  ;  and  adly.  Good  economy,  and  the  moft  equal 
aid  iispaitial  method  of  raifing  the  funds.  Where  the  Sundays  collet ^ont 
aae  fuficient,  nothing  can  be  fuperadded  to  the  care  and  vigilance,  the  di(^ 
ivereftedneis  and  frugality  of  the  elden  of  the  refpe^ive  parithes,  but  a 
lisle  more  inipedion  and  encouragement  than  is  ufual  on  the  part  of  the 


tf.  B.  There  has  an  aft  of  Parliament  pailed  in  July  Z793,  putting  all 
the  charitable  ibcieties  who  ebufe  to  accept  of  it  under  legal  prote^oa 
wKch  esteods  to  Scotland.  • 
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bat  ihoCe  wfa«  are  ^iSp^lbd  to  h%  idk  cab  waat  employ* 
meat.  Their  fubiarvieney  to  tlie  city  of  E4iiib«rgb  for 
many  neqeflaiy  artielei  faniflics  oonfiaat  bnfinafito  die  ua- 
doftrioiiSi  and  a  ready  nari^et  for  every  thing  'they  carry 
there.  A^  there  are  no  great  nanti&Aorias  efiabUflied  in 
the  parifli,  th^re  is  no  fodden  fluAoatioa  between  riobea 
^nd  poverty*  and  cooleqnently  no  greet  hopes  or  lean  are 
cEclted ;  and  no  great  riiks  are  mn  in  the  hnmble,  but  fteady 
and  fafe  employmeatt,  in  whioh  the  bnUc  of  the  people  are 
•Bgaged.  They  are  in  general  contented  and  nnambitioos, 
and  would  always  be  (o,  did  not  their  conftant  intercoorib 
with  the  oapitalf  which  is  of  fo  much  advantage  to  them  in 
other  refpedsy  ezpofe  them  to  the  &lfe  artt  of  iodefatagablo 
feducers,  who,  under  preteQce  of  Reform^  wiih  to  fuhvert 
the  prefent  happy  government^  and  introduce  democratical 
anarchy  in  ;tsftead.  They  have  all  the  pleafures  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  (bdety,  and  of  a  conftant  intercourfe  with  ftrangcrs, 
which  has  the  i^fied  pf  ezcidng  fecial  afledions,  and  intro- 
dncing  urbanity  among  them.  Being  the  inhabitants  of  a 
Very  ancient  burgh,  and  many  pofieflbrs  of  tenements  ha- 
ving  enjoyed  them  from  father  to  fon  for  hundreds  of  years, 
the^e  is  a  Kind  of  noihjfe^  fo  to  call  tbeui,  among  the 
li^rghers,  who  think  themfelves  entitled  to  more  refpe& 
than  the  reft,  and  who  often  deferve  and  obtain  it  Add 
to  this,  that  here  may  be '  learned  all  the  neceftary  arts  or 
trades,  and  likewife  the  rudiments  pf  a  liberal  education, 
to  qualify  the  youth  cf  both  fexes  for  the  feveral  lines  of 
life  in  which  they  may  be  engaged,  at  lefs  expence,  and 
wit)i  lefs  danger  of  the  infcflicn  of  bad  company  and  exam- 
ple than  in  large  cities. 

ImpriivemeutSj^V%n\nn  the  ccurfe  t)f  40  years,    their 
ponditipn  has  been  greatly  117  proved,  as  has  been  mentioned 

already. 


dmidy,.  and  coaM  be  pointed  eut  in  mtnj  more  tn(lan«es. 
Ooe  other  artide  needs  only  be  mentioned^  which  is  th« 
improvement  of  their  bonfes,  that  has  taken  place  of  late 
jtais.  The  materials  for  building  are  cheap  and  at  hand, 
tad  the  proprietotB  have  rebuilt  many  of  cheir  old  cottageSi 
and  flaade  handfome  and  commodious  dwellings  for  them- 
felves,  v^h  upper  floors,  to  let  for  fea-bathing,  or  for  (hm*. 
sier  lodgings ;  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  find  very 
agreeable  and  convenient,  as  they  are  at  fo  fmall  a  diftance 
from  the  ibene  of  their  bufinefs,  and  they  can  have  the  op- 
poKtnnity  of  going  to  town  every  day  in  one  of  the  five 
ftageooaches  eftablSbed  here,  or  in  th<^  that  pafs  from 
Preflon-Paosi  Haddington,  or  Dunbar,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  tfll  two  in  the  afternoon. 

Difaivantaga. — There  are  few  or  no  difadvantages  to 
which  this  place  is  liable,  that  are  not  common  to  piany 
other  bm*ghs  of  the  fame  defcription,  and  which  chiefly  arife 
from  a  defe^ve  and  careleis  police.  This  is  owing  to  the 
magiftrates  being  too  much  on  a  level  with  the  other 
burghers,  and  too  dependent  on  the  good  will  of  the  popu- 
lace for  their  livelihood,  which  checks  their  exertion  of  an-, 
thority,  and  makes  them  timid  in  the  execution  of  the 
bws  *•    There  is  one  horrid  nuifimce,  which  was  formerly 

almoft 

#  Above  30  jftn  ago,  tliere  were  a  few  independent  gentlemen  adoiit- 
M  to  Cb€  coomiJ  and  magiftracy,  who  gave  a  beginning  to  a  firiAer  me. 
ikod  of  p«lke,  and  who  paid  doe  attention  to  tearkets,  and  weights,  and 
neafarei^  and  to  the  cleaning  of  the  ftreets  and  lanes,  and  the  foppreffion  of 
v^rantfl,  and  whO|  notwithfiandiog,  preferred  their  popularitj  with  all 
finks.  Had  their  plans  been  followed  ont,  this  village,  confidering  the 
gKst  fife  in  their  revenue  fince  that  period,  muft  have  been  the  mofi  coAi* 
atodiooa  and  invidng  place  to  live  in  of  aoy  in  Sootlaod.  It^ia  the  aaoic 
iaaoncttvable  in  dmn,  to  preclade  tbemielves  from  the  weight  aad  enctgsr 
•f  peribiis  of  the  above  defcriptioni  that  they  have  no  political  power,  not 

being 
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almoft  entifcly  ftboIHh^d,  which  now  prevftib  mor^  than 
ever ;  that  is,  the  killing  animals  in  the  flreets ;  a  prafiice 
contrarj  to  law,  mod  uawholefoiDc,  and  highly  offenfive. 
Confidering  that  the  place  is  fo  mach  refiMrted  to  for  ediii^ 
eadoni  it  is  not  merelj  a  fhame ;  it  is  criminal,  to  fuffisr 
the  youth  to  be  daily  fliocked  with,  or  hardened  to  the 
dying  agonies  of  animals,  and  to  be  obliged  to  wade  in  filth 
an^  gore  in  pafGng  along  the  ftrcets.— The  flare  of  the 
€burcb  too  is  a  great  difadvantage  to  the  panfli.  Befides  its 
ruinons  condition,  it  is  too  fmall,  and  at  too  great  a  diflance 
from  the  populous  towns,  which  are  almoft  four  fifths  of 
the  whole.  It  has  been  obfcrved,  that  thb  place  had  the 
advantage  of  an  almoft  hourly  communication  with  Edin- 
burgh, by  means  of  fiihwives,  carriers  of  all  forts,  and  flage« 
coaches,  which  rendered  the  conveyance  of  letters  both 
cheap  and  commpdious.  Of  late,  on  pretence  of  lerving 
the  place,  the  General  Poft-office  lias  extended  a  penny*', 
pod  over  us,  which  turns  out  a  real  grievance.  Our  cor- 
refpondents  at  Edinburgh  pay  a  penny  on  putting  in  their 
letters,  and  we  have  three  halfpence  to  pay  when  they  are 
delivered  here.  It  is  not  believed,  that  there  is  fnch  a  piece 
o{  eoctortton  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain.  In  London,  one 
penny  is  all  that  is  exafted.  This  muft  appear  doubly  op^ 
preffive,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  we  are  not  allowed  the 
benefit  of  our  fituation,  6  miles  eaftward  on  the  poft-road  to 
London,  but  have  our  letters  carried  fiqfi  us  to  Edinburgh, 
vaAfent  hack  at  the  additional  charge  of  a  penny  per  letter. 
This  is  a  real  grievance,  that  d^ferves  more  attention  thaa 
all  the  imaginary  ones,  that  have  of  late  been  fo  loudly  com* 
plained  of. 

'  Koadu 
being  a  royal  bargh ;  and  therefore  the  j  tan^  or  at  leaft  Mr;&/,  to  have  hq 
other  objeA,  but  the  U/iag  out  of  the  reveave  for  the  good  of  the  com^i. 

muitty. 
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Roadie — ^The  roais^  too,  in  the  parilh  are  thought  to  be 
in  a  worfe  Rate  than  any  in  the  coantj  of  Mid-Lothian,  for 
which  the  mapilrates  are  not  to  btame,  as  their  ftreet, 
which  make  ^ths  of  a  mile  of  the  pod  road,  are  kept  is 
very  good  order.  Confidering  how  largely  the  inhabitants 
of  this  parifli  contribute  to  the  roads,  by  paying  at  the 
turnpike  gates  between  this  and  Edinburgh  and  Leith«  and 
that  the  very  numerous  carriages  of  the  pariih  have  for 
many  years  been  mider  the  direfiion  of  the  county,  Ihis 
ieems  very  unaccountable.  The  roads  leading  to  the  coal 
pits  are  kept  in  better  order,  which  i»  of  much  advantage 
to  the  inhabitants,  not  merely  for  their  own  fupply  with 
file],  but  for  the  fake  of  a  great  number  of  people,  who 
earn  their  livelihood  by  the  carriage  of  that  article  *•  The 
pavement  or  caufeway  of  the  ftreets  b  kept  in  tolerable 
good  order ;  but  the  foot  paths  in  wet  weather  are  ihame- 
fblly  dirty,  which  is  the  more  inexcufable,  as  the  town 
draws  above  L-  70  per  annum  for  the  dung  of  the  fireets, 
which  formerly  were  a  charge  to  them.  It  may  likewife 
be  obferved  here,  that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  ac« 
commodatioa  of  trades  people  and  labourers,  who  have'  oc« 
cafion  CO  travel  fo  frequently  to  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Dalkeith.  Forty  years  ago,  when  the  fields  were  tonin- 
doCbdy  the  road  to  that  town  from  Fifherrow  was  a  mile 
nearer  than  it-  is  now.  The  road  from  MufTelburgh  has 
likewise  been  much  lengthened  by  means  of  inclofures. 
The  road  is  narrow,  and  the  people  who  travel  on  foot  aro 
lurced  CO  go,  for  at  leaft  a  mile,  in  mod  over  the  flioes,  be- 
tween two  walls  or  hedges,  or  to  break  over  the  fences ;  a 
little  attention,  and  a  very  fmaU  ezpence,  might  redifj 
ckis. 

ConftUution. 

•  Siacc  the  abote  was  wiittoi,  die  eoaatj  btve  repaired  the  poft  road 
ihiBQgh  tbe  pariih. 
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Con/HttaioM^^^The^  fame  objcftions  Ik  agatnft  the  cofillU 
ttttioa  of  this  burghy  as  againft  many  other  burghs  of  Scot- 
laad,  viz.  that  they  are  Uabk  to  aa  oligarchy^  and  that  it  is 
impradicable,  as  the  law  now  ftaods,  for  the  Inrgefles  le 
obtain  anj  redrefs  for  the  mifmaaagement  of  the  public  re^ 
venue  ;.  and  thej  are  attended  with  the  fiune  ill  confisqaen^ 
ces  as  in  other  burghs,  irfSB.  the  dilcoiitent  and  bad  homour 
of  the  inhabitants.     It  muft  be  owned,  that  it  is  not  pvo*- 
bablcr  that  the  finances  would  be  better  nonaged  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  complaiur  than  in  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
fent  fet  \  for,  beiidts  thai  man  j  of  the  gronnds  of  complaint 
would  be  Bund  to  be  imaginary,  if  enquired  into,  the  cor« 
poration  fpirit  is  firoog  enough  to  in£eA  the  new  entrantn 
as  well  as  the  old  pofleflbrs.    Ancient  conflicntions  ongbt 
to  be  refpeAed,  and  innovations  are  dangerous.    All  tfaja*  is 
allowed  *,  and  it  is  farther  granted,  &at  a  too  popular  or 
democpratical  government,  is  more  tumultuous  and  hazar- 
dous than  one  in  the  contrary  extreme ;  and  that  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  the  experience  of  fuch  evils  may  have,  in 
ancient  times,  been  the  reafon  for  devolving  fo  much  power 
into  the  hands  of  the  town-councils.    Nevertfaelds,  the 
circumflaoces  of  the  times,  and  the  change  in  the  ftate  of 
the  burghs,  might  be  attended  to ;  and  it  may  be  wifif  in 
our  legiflators,  at  their  leifure,  in  times  of  tranquillity,  to 
confider  whether  or  not,  without  incurring  any  of  the  above 
mentioned  dangers^  a  plan  ought  not  to  be  devifed,  for 
preventing  at  leaft  the  exclufion  of  the  principd  citizens 
or   burgefles  in  rotation,  into  the  councils  of  their  re« 
fpeAivc  towns,  and  of  putting  aa  end  to  that  oligarchy^ 
or  government  of  a  few,  which  is  apt  to  estinguifli  in 
the   holders  of   it    every  idea   but    that   of    preferviag 
their  own  power*,    and  obliges  them,  for  this  purpofe, 
to  ele£t    into    their  body  iniignificant    people,    or '  np- 
3  ftarts 
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Sarts  and  ftrangen,  and  to  ezclade  the  moft  wealthy  and 
refpefiable  of  their  burgeiTes.  It  is  this  narrow  fyftem  of 
monicipal  and  politicti  gDvemmeift^  which  is  fo  irkfome  to 
the  inhabitants  of  many  burghs  in  Scotland  ;  which  fours 
their  minds,  and  difpofes  them  to  liften  with  greedy  ears 
to  pretended  pt$m  of  re^rm  in  the  conflttctioni  however 
remote  their  connedion  may  be,  with  the  redreis  of  any 
leal  grievances  they  have  to  complain  of. 

And  yet,  after  all»  fuch  a  change  otight  never  tt>  be  aN 
tempted,  till  it  has  been  calmly  confidered,  wbetfaer  or  not 
fuch  an  attempt  may  produce  greater  evik,  than  thofe  that 
are  complained  of.  For  when  it  is  confidered,  that  to  pro- 
mote the  virtue  and  happinels  of  the  people  is  the  objeA  of 
Government,  and  that  their  libertyi  both  political  and  civile 
b  ftiScieatly  (ccurcd  by  tb«  fuadam«ual  laws  of  the 
realm,  without  expofing  them  to  all  the  licenle  and  debau- 
chery of  popular  elefdons,  a  wife  patriot  will  be  patient 
under  partial  evils,  and  cautious  h  feconding  plans  of  re« 
krm^  which  are  not  aeceiTary  to  the  fecurity  of  freedomf 
and  may  tend  to  the  corruption  of  the  people. 

Upon  the  whole,  next  to  virtue  and  good  morab,  the 
comfortable  ftate  of  this  community  depends  on  the  profpe* 
rity  of  the  capital,  with  which  it  is  fo  much  conne&ed,  and 
00  the  difintereflednefs  and  adivity  of  iu  magillrates,  in  re* 
gulating  the  police,  and  laying  out  their  funds  In  ufeful 
improvements. 


Vol.  XVI.  G  HUM- 


5e  Statijtical  AccouM 

NUMBER    II. 
.       PARISH    OF    HERIOT, 

(CoyKTT    OF   MlD-LoTHIAK,  StVOD   OF  LoTHIAK  AK^ 
Tw££DpAL£y  PrESBTTERT  OF  DaLKEITH.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Hunter,  Minijitr. 


Name^  Form^  Extent y  and  Surjuce, 

^n^HE  name  of  this  pariih»  from  all  we  can  learn,  feen^s 
-^  to  have  been  always  the  fame.  It  is  uncertain,  how- 
ever, what  gave  rife  to  it.  Its  figure  is  irregular.  Its 
length  from  £.  to  W.  is  about  lo  miles,  and  its  breadth 
about  6.  The  furface  is  compofed  of  fome  flat  grounds  oa 
the  N.  £. ;  of  fome  vallejs  on  the  fides  of  the  rivers  He^ 
riot  and  Gala^  t^r. ;  but  moiUj  of  hills,  inclining  to  moun« 
tains.  The  latter  are  covered  with  heath,  fometimes  in* 
terfeded  with  fields,  which,  after  being  a  few  years  cropped, 
are  fown  out,  and  afford  pretty  rich  pafture  for  iheep.  It 
is  ill  judged  frugality,  perhaps,  in  the  farmer,  not  to  fow 
fome  red,  or,  at  leaft,  fome  white  clover,  along  with  his 
rye-grais,  in  thefe  fields ;  this  would  both  meliorate  the 
land,  and  enrich  the  pafture* 

EHvers. 
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JUvers^ — ^The  Heriot  rifes  at  the  weft  end  of  the  parlih. 
Edhsn-cleugh  in  Dewar,  Garwell  punks,  and.Blackhopo 
Scares  are  the  fuppofed  foorces.  It  flows  eafi,  divider*  the 
pariflk  into  two,  and  then  lofes  itfelf  in  the  water  of  Gala. 
The  Gala  rifes  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  parifh,  at  a  place 
caUed  Nettkflai  Wells^  or  Wbitelaw  Well^  within  the  pro- 
pertj  of  Mr  Borthwick  of  Crookftoun.  It  runs  fouth, 
pafles  Galafliiellsi  and  then  difembogues  itfelf  into  the 
Tweed.  Thefe  rivers  abound  with  trouts,  which  gentlemen 
come  from  all  quarters  to  fifli.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  permit  poachers 
with  nets  to  vifit  thefe  prolific  rivers.  A  party  of  three  or 
four  will  fallj  out  from  Edinburgh,  Dalkeith,  Mc.  and  in 
a  ihort  fpace  fill  their  creel  or  bag,  by  fweeping  every  thing 
before  them.  Thej  exemplify  the  old  proverb, ''  All  is  fiih 
^  that  comes  in  the  net."  Eveii  the  falmon,  in  clofe  time, 
which  come  up  to  fpawn,  do  not  efcape  a  dreadful.maf- 
iacre.  During  the  autumnal  months,  and  after  a  few 
weeks,  the  water  is  covered  with  lights,  compofed  of  old 
Ikks,  or  rags  and  tar  \  and  the  lifter  *,  as  it  it  commonly 
called,  is  beard  plunging  in  every  hole. 

Anifnals,n^T\it  quadrupeds  are  horfes,  black  cattle, 
Ibeep,  hogs,  hares,  and  badgers.  The  birds  are  partridges, 
motrfowl,  and  plovers,  iic.  befides  the  common  domefiia 
fowls. 

Soil^  Cultivation^  and  Produce.^^Tht  foil  in  general,  cx- 
cepf  in  the  valleys,  is  thin  and  gravelly ;  it  admits  of  a  fti- 
molus,  fuch  as  lime,  and  then  is  not  a  little  produftive. 
The  farmers  often  fay,  "  they  have  plenty  of  growth,  if 

"they 

e  This  11  ui  inftnuiieiit  with  a  long  ihtft,  htving  three  tr  fdur  iron 
toci  It  the  cad,  bached,  with  which  the  filh  are  killtd. 
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^'Aty  had  warmth  of  climate  to  bring  it  to  mamrity.'^  b 
yilelds  very  good  oats,  bear,  peas,  and'  potatoes.  Wheat 
has  been  attempted;  but  with  very  Httk  fucceft.  WithiA 
theft  very  few  years,  turnips  and  artificial  graft  have  bees 
cnltivatedy  and'  they  now  obtain,  as  a  part  of  oar  fyilcm 
oP  fiuming ;  an  improvement  not  more  beneficial'  to  the 
land,  than  lucrative  to  the  hufliandman ;  the  one  prepares^ 
the  groand'for  good<bear,  and'the  other  fbr  excellent  oats. 

P^rms,  Slfeep,  lVdo/;l^c,— The  farms  are  oFvarions extent, 
from  50  tp  1000  acres,  and  let^t  various  rents,  according  to 
their  quality  and  fltuation,  from  L.  40  to  L.  200  Sterling. 
They  are  moftlylaid*out  in  pafture.  To  this  the  farmer  has  a 
natural  predikdion,  and  cheerfully  devotes.his  attentibft, 
care,and;diligence.  The  (Keep  are.of  confiderable&e,  hardj^ 
and  thrive  well.  The  farmers  do  not  affefi  the  Englifli  breeds 
neither  d6  they  with  to  buy  in  new  ftbck.  Such  as  are  bred 
on  the  ground  they  confider  as  more  durable,  and  left  liable 
to  difeafe.     llfey  bring^good  prices,  from  L.  10  to  L.  14 
Sterling,  the  fcoro;  their  wool  from  8  s.  to  10  s.  the  fione* 
Ewe  cheefe  abounds  here.    This,  for-nioe  weeks,  engrofies 
almoft  the  whole  attention  of  the  bufy  honfe*wife  and  her 
maids.     It  is,  perhaps,  inferior  to  -none  in  quality,  deanli* 
ne(s,  and  relifii ;  and  •  makes  no  ffnall  additional  income  to 
the  tenant.    The  average  price,  for  fome  years  pad,  has 
been  about  7  s*  the  ftono. 

Ptipmlation.^^lt  is  generally  believed,  that  the  population 
of  this  parifli'  has  decreafed  confiderably  within  thefe  ao  or 
30  years.  Led  farms  are  faid  to  be  the  chief  caufe  xA  this 
depopnlationw  True  patriotifm,  and  even  an  enlightened 
policy,  according  to  our  ideas,  fliould  ftimulate  proprietors 
to  ch^ck.thjs.permcioua  pfak^ce.  Tbo.  iabalmants  of.  tke^ 
villages,  fiich  as  HetuattowMi  OhafOi  Vt.  ure  aUo^  dtmi- 

nilbed. 
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^lilied,  tllroiiglk  die  banefbl  o^radon  of  tlie  above  fjftem. 
Tte  tenant  htfvitfg  no  ofe  eictier  for  the  hoiifes  or  the  in- 
habitants,  tht  fbrmW  at^  fuffere'd  t:o  tamble  down  into 
nnns»  and  tte  Ihtttfr  ihuft  go  in  qaeft  of  employment' 
fcmewlietfe  diTe.  Nbtxi^ithfbiiding  thefe  difadvantages, 
however,  which  have  doabtlels  reddced  the  number  of  the 
parifliioDers  Witttin  thefe  lo  or  30  years,  it  is  a  fad,  that 
the  popalattoil  has  ineieafed  confiderablj  upon  tHe  whole, 
within  theCe  40  years ;  for  the  number  of  fduls  at  prefent 
(1794)  in  the  pariih  amounts  to  -  -  300 

whereas  the  retom  t6  Dr  Webfter  in  1755,  was  only  209 

Henoe  tlitrcr  is  evidently  ati  incr^afe  of  -  91 

Tfaeaottual  averftj^e  of  marriageiiy  births,  and  deaths  is 
about  4. 

RttlgimisPHfuqfions. — Of  the  above  number,  nearly  the 
one  half  are  BnrghefScceders.  Part  go  to  a  meeting- 
booft,  (as  the  common  phrafe  is)i,  at  Stow,  about  8  miles, 
and  part  to  Fala  abottt  6  miles  dillant. 

(7farrifr.—*The  church  is  an  old  and  infirm  building.  It 
b  Ccarcely  iafe  to  p<frf6rm'public  duty  in  it.  It  is  neither 
dry  aborre;  nbt  decently  feated.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  moll 
fliaUij  and  miferable  place  of  accommodation  for  divine 
fervice  in  Scotland.  TXie  heritors,  however,  have  jufl  met 
and  agreed  to  make  fome  fmall  repairs  upon  \t\  among  which 
there  is  to  be  a  new  bell,  thV  old  one  being  rent  *.  The  manfe 
was  io  the  (ame  ruinous  fituadon,  but  was  rebuilt  laft 
jear.     Owing  partly  to  the  mcafures  adopted  by  the 

heritors, 

•  Oi  the  eU  bell,  there  is  this  inCcriptlon :  •«  MxatA  vocar.  Ao.  DnL 
**  McccecsTl  1 1  Jhonv.  Da  wis."  The  kirk  U  perfaapi  older  than  thU 
bcU  Bt  iboTC  iUtedy  hot  there  is  oo  legend,  infcription,  or  even  tradition^ 
lo  fonac  aa  Of  iaioa  npoa.^ 
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heritors^  and  parti  j  to  the  negligence  or  incapacity  of  the 
builders,  it  is  fuperficial  to  the  lad  degree.  Upon  the  leail 
blafi,  it  draws  water  from  everj  quarter,  and  overflows  the 
rooms.  This  renders  the  houfe  extremely  damp,  and  con- 
fequentlj  dangerous  to  health.  The  ftipend  is  ezadlj  looo 
merks,  including  facramental  elements.  The  glebe,  about 
14  Scotch  acres,  is  partly  arable,  and  partly  fit  for  paftnre. 
There  is  a  procels  for  an  augmentation  going  on.  Sir  John 
Dalrymple  is  patron. 

Proprietors, — The  heritors  are  7  in  number,  vi%.  Lord 
Rofeberry,  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  Thomas  Adinfton  of  Car* 
cant,  John  Borthwick  of  Crookftoun,  George  Cranfton  of 
Dewar,  Simon  Frafer  of  Ford,  and  Mils  Tait  of  Fala-hill. 
None  refide  in  the  pariih. 

5fi&oo/.— >The  fchool-mafier's  falary  is  100  merks*  The 
average  number  of  fcholars  is  10.  The  fmallneis  of  the 
number  is  owing  to  the  age  and  infirmity  of  the  teacher, 
who  is  above  70  years  of  age ;  to  his  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guages, and  particularly  to  his  want  of  a  fchoolhoufe.  He 
has  only  a  fmall  cottage,  and  an  area  of  about  8  feet 
by  16,  taken  off  the  end  of  it  as  his  fchool;  and  even 
this  is  crammed  with  tables,  forms,  and  other  houfe- 
hold  (luff,  as  the  fchool- mailer  has  no  place  elfe  to 
lodge  them.  This  want  of  accommodation  greatly  afieds 
the  emoluments  of  the  teacher,  and  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  the  parifh.  The  fees  for  teaching  to  read  Englilh 
are  i  s.,  writing  and  arithxnetic  i  s.  6  d.  the  quarter.  He  is 
alfo  precentor,  fellion-clerk,  beadle,  grave*digger,  and  yet 
his  whole  income  does  not  exceed  L.  8  Sterling  per  annum. 
This,  with  the  paltry  accommodation,  holds  out  little  en- 
couragement to  a  teacher  of  any  merit.  Indeed,  no  man 
who  poffeffes  ilrength  to  lift  a  mattock,  or  to  weild  a  flail, 

would 
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would  accept  of  fucb  a  difgraccfiil  pittance.  In  thefe  times, 
when  there  is  fuch  a  general  rife  in  all  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  what  progrels  in  learnbg  or  in  ficience  is  to  be  ex- 
pcded  in  anj  part  of  the  kingdom,  when  that  ufeful  and 
aeceflary  fet  of  men  are  deprefied  by  poverty  ? 

Poor.— There  are  no  poor  in  this  parifli,  either  in  the 
roll,  or  as  vagrant  beggars.  Economy,  joined  to  induftry, 
has  placed  thoie  of  the  inferior  ranks  above  indigence. 
They  attend  diligently  to  their  refpedive  bufineis,  and 
reap  the  fraits  of  their  owh  labours.  Hence  we  may  infer, 
that  our  public  fund  is  increafing ;  hence  alfo,  an  affeiT- 
mcnt  for  the  poor  is  unknown  in  this  pariih. 

OArv/afMJu.— -Befides  the  fimners  and  their  fervants, 
there  are  in  the  pariih : 
Carpenters,          -            a     Weavers,  -      .    4 

Smiths,        -  -       3    Mafon,  .        .        z 

Tailors,        -  •        a    Miller,  •        .        j 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provifons* — The  wages  of  a  day- 
labourer  in  huibandry  are  i  s.  and  often  i  s.  ad.  per  day, 
without  maintenance,  and  8d.  and  fometimes  10  d. 
with  it  per  day.  A  man's  yearly  wages  are  from  L.  7 
to  L  9  Sterlilig.  Thofe  of  a  female  fervant  from  L.  3  to 
L.  4  Sterling.  It  is  a  circumftance  not  unworthy  of  notice, 
perhaps,  that  flie  draws  only  L.  z,  5  s.  or  L.  i,  zo  s.  for  the 
winter  half-year,  and  all  the  reft,  L.  a,  15  s.  or  even  L.  3 
Stei&g,  for  the  fummer.  The  ftore  farmer  is  the  occa- 
fion  of  this.  Such  as  keep  two  maids  for  the  winter  re- 
quire 4  or  5  for  the  fummer,  in  order  to  milk  their  ewes, 
cut  down  their  crops,  and  hoe  turnips.  Hence  the  de- 
mand for  iervants  is  greater,  and  of  courfe  raifes  their 
wages.    A  maibn's  wages  are  zs.  6d.  with  maintenance, 

or 
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or  %  $•  wttlM)ut  it  i  9  C3rpent(sr*8  is.  ^4-  vitbout,  or  9 d. 
lyilh  it ;  a  t^or'j  8  4-  wiih  ir,  and  *H  o^hf  r?  in  proportion. 
Tl)c  price?  pf  prpyiAo^s,  fincp  tjjc  yc»r  1740,  j^c  doabled^ 
a]|4  fooie  tripM-  Pgg>»  *e«^  1 J  d.  5^>d  a  d,  tfcc  dozen,  npw 
fell  at  5  d.  and  (S4-  ?o4  ^^^  ^re  not  even  tobe  f(yt  ^  bens, 
formerly  6  d.  now  draw  i  s.  2  d.  and  i  s.  4  d. ;  bntter,  for- 
merlyfd.  $^  qow  gd.  xod.  and  f^tb?  pounds  batchrr 
mea|t,  fonp/urlf  ^if  d.  npvir  44-  and  j  4-  pfr  pound ;  cbceCi, 
foryn^ly  js.  pr  4$.  tbe  ftonf,  ^  i)ow  7  ft  and  $s,; 
cQ^i  iinqs  the  ye^f  ^17909  b?7e  ril^n  from  9  4-  to  i  $•  i  d- 
thc  t^b,  wbicb  coot^i^s  4PP  U>-  PuU^b  W^gbt-  Tbe  grain 
of  thi9'p4rifl^  i#  <:arrif4  to  O^ll^^irb  iftair^l^  (wbicb  i$beU 
weekly  on  ThaT(4fiy)«  and  fob}  far  rf  ^y  money.  Oats 
bring  from  las.  to  i8s.  Sterling/^  boll,  and  bear  from 
X48.  tolii,  1. 

Roads  and  Inm.^-iThe  X99ida  in  the  pariih  ar^  in  a  pretty 
good  ftate  of  repair,  pf^i^lar)y  the  public  or  Gala-*water 
road*  This  is  one  of  ti^p  Lot^ion  roads.  It  comes  from 
Edinburgh  by  LaiTwade,  Cockpen,  Middleton,  Heriot, 
Bankboufe,  Scll^irk,  Vc.  Good  roads  ajra  one  ftriking  ^a«fe 
of  the  improvement  of  tho  country  ia  lUa  plaeo.  Horiofc 
public  houfe  was  the  ancient  ftage  from  Edinbofght  and 
was  much  frequented-  It  is  near  16  milfss  from  Edinbnrgb* 
It  beings  to  Sir  John  Dalrymplo,  but  k  now  de&f^d  by 
genteel  and  fafluonabk  company,  in  eonfefuenoe  of  the 
eroQipm  of  tv«o  new  iiui%  at  Middktoa  and  Bank-bonfe. 
Thera  is  another  public  hovjk  in  the  parittiy  aaUed  jtMW«^ 
ioujf^  which  lA  the  property  of  Mils  Tatk  There  is  om 
tolLbar  near  Heriot  houle»  to  d:e  north.,  k  is  ni&d  to 
It  d.  a  biUit.  borfie,  3  d.  a  fingl^»  and  4\  d.  a.  dbnbfe  9»A 

FufiH  Wo— Coalii,  Wf^s^  %nd  t*rl#,  are  ufrd  iqti  fuc) ;  Ifac 
two  k^tec  a)HNU»4  ift  thft  pfirUb»  wi  tb^  fvwm  i>  ^hoat 
.6  or  7  miles. diftanty  viz.  Stobhill,  belonging  to  Mr  Duii- 

3  d» 
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4as  of  Arniflon,  at  ptefent  Lord  Advocate.  We  have  no 
manafaAarcs  here,  ivhich  is  very  furprifing,  as  we  have 
abundance  of  water  during  the  whole  year  for  driving  ma-* 
chinery^  and  the  rather,  as  we  are  near  coal,  and  have  plenty 
of  other  fuel,  as  well  as  near  market  towns,  fuch  as  £din- 
Uurgh,  Leitb,  Haddington,  Lauder,  Dalkeith,  \Sc. 

jimiiqmties.'^ThtTt  are  in  Carcant  fome  veiliges  of  houfes 
called  SUefs'lValbi  and  on  Roughfwyre  ground,  three  Cbar^ 
Ur  Pales  in  difibrent  places,  but  no  fatisfadory  account  of 
them  can  be  obtained.  There  is  on  Heriot-towa  hill-he4id,  a 
ctrde  of  high  ftooes,  70  or  80  feet  diameter ;  and  on  Borth- 
wick-hafl  Mid-hlll-head,  there  are  3  large  rings,  or  deep 
ditches,  about  zoo  paces  diameter.  Whether  they  were  old 
encampments  of  the  Romans,  or  of  the  Britons,  Danes,  Pids, 
and  Scots,  we  Ihall  not  venture  to  determine  -,  all  tradition 
about  them  here  is  eztinft.  There  is  a  circle  on  the  fide 
•f  the  Gala  road,  near  the  Bridge,  over  the  water  of  He- 
riot,  and  behind  a  weaver's  cottage,  belonging  to  the  Abbey 
of  Melrofe ;  to  this  place  were  driven  horfes,  cattle,  flieep, 
f/r.  when  they  were  poinded  or  rouped  for  behoof  of  the 
eredUor.  On  the  march  between  this  and  the  pariih  of 
Inverleithen,  in  the  farm  of  Dewar,  there  is  a  grave,  called 
tbi  Piper's  Grave.  He  was  piper  of  Peebles  •.  TJie  head 
and  foot  (lones  are  vilible  to  this  day.  On  Dewar  Hill,  not 
br  from  the  above  grave,  there  is  a  remarkable  large 
flone,  called  Zo/*s  Wife :  the  reafon  of  this  title  is  unknown. 
At  a  little  diftance  from  this,  there  is  the  WolfCleucb^  of  which 
a  traditional  (lory  t  is  aflerted  as  truth.  ^  A  little  from  the 

V0L.XVL  H  high 

•  Tbe  tradition  is,  that  be  engaged  for  a  certain  wager,  to  blow  from 
IVcblet  to  Lauder,  at  a  certain  number  of  blaftt ;  that  he  failed  ia  the  at« 
Inipt,  died  tbcf«»  and  was  buried  on  ilie  fpot. 

t  The  tradition  is,  that  this  cleoch  was  inhabited  by  a  wolf*  which 
llid  wafte  the  coontiy  anmod.   It  attacked  and  deOrojed  trttty  paflen- 
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high  road,  and  not  far  from  Heriot  public  houfe,  there  is  a 
ftone,  called  Mary  Gib's^  from  an  unfortunate  woman  whp 
was  burnt  upon  this  Itone  for  a  witch.  The  children,  to 
this  dajy  in  going  and  coming  from  fchool,  affed  to  be  af- 
fraid  when  they  pais  bj  it. 

Climate  and  CharaBer. — The  air  in  everj  ^part  of  the 
pariQi  ;s  lalubrious ;  hence  the  inhabitants  in  general  are 
very  robuft  and  healthy.  Some  live  to  a  great  age.  One 
died  latelyi  bom  in  the  lafl  century,  and  the  laft  minifter 
yix&  going  87.  The  people  are  induftrious,  and  highly 
oeconomical,  fober,  peaceable,  humane,  and  given  to  ho- 
fpitality.  Their  drefs  is  quite  fimple,  and  their  manners 
plain  and  unafi<f  died.  They  are  regular  in  their  attendance 
on  divine  ordinances.  They  are  rather  badly  accommo- 
dated for  houfes,  which  are  ihabby  dirty  huts.  Although 
the  parifb  is  within  two  or  three  miles  of  lime  at  Mid* 
dleton,  they  are  ilill  built  ot  turf  and  ftone  in  regular  fuc- 
ceflion.     The  feats  of  our  lairds  are  ytx'j  little  better. 

Di/oilvanta^es, ^Therc  is  no  planting  or  inclofures  in 
this  pariih,  except  a  cow  park  or  two.  This  is  certainly 
a  great  defeft  in  agricultural  improvement  \  beiides,  it 
with- holds  from  the  country  a  principal  beauty ;  add  to 
▼  this,  that  the  lands  have  no  (belter,  and  even  the  very  iheep 
{ire  fo  expofed,  as  fometimes  to  be  overwhelmed  and  buried 
in  the  fnow  by  Tcores.  A  farmer  loft  about  12  fcore  this 
winter  in  one  night.  Such  loiTcs  are  the  more  ferious,  as 
Iheep  are  the  ftaple  commodity  of  this  pariih.  Two-horfe 
ploughs  are  all  in  ufeiiere;  there  b  no  fuch  thing  as  ax> 

ox 

ger.  A  reward  was  offeree!,  that  the  man  who  ^fliould  kill  thisbcaft  ihould 
have  thefe  lands.  Accordingly,  one  had  the  courage  to  engage  it,  aa4 
fiiccceded.    He  called  the  lands  by  his  own  name,  Dfwar, 
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tx  to  be  fcen  in  the  yoke.  'We  would  be  cautious  to  pro- 
nounce this  any  real  acquiiition  to  the  farmer.  A  dead  ox 
is  better  than  a  dead  horfe,  and  a  fat  ox  will  ielJ  any  where» 
when  a  fine  horfe  will  Scarce  find  a  merchant.  Befides, 
tbey  are  cheaply  maintained,  and  in  general  (leady  plowers. 
The  rife  of  farms  for  fome  years  paft  has  been  coniiaerable. 
This  is^  partly  owing  to  the  odious  pradice  of  one  farmer 
fubfetting  to  another.  There  are  lands  in  the  barony  of 
Sir  John  Dalrymple  Juh-fuh-fuhftt  \  the  confequence  is,  the 
original  tackfman  is  a  kind  of  fecond  lairdy  and  the  iaft  is 
opprefled  with  anxiety  and  toil  to  make  up  his  rent.  Far- 
mers who  enjoy  the  right  of  fubfetting  are  the  mod  exor- 
bitant in  their  claims.  Ye  noblemen  and  gentletnen,  pro- 
prietors of  land,  fpeedily  abolifli  fub-fets  and  led  farms ;  the 
poor  will  blefs  you,  and  poflerity  unborn  will  rife  up  and 
proclaim  your  patriotic  virtues  1 
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NUMBER   m. 
PARISH  OF  CASTLETOWN*, 


(County  of  Roxburgh,  Pr£sbtt£Rt  of  Lakgholm, 
Synod  of  Dumfries.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Arkle,  Minijlir. 


Origin  of  the  Namesm 

nnHE  origin  of  the  modern,  as  well  as  of  the  ancient 
name  of  this  paiifh,  is  abundantlj  plain.  Upon  the 
fammit  of  a  precipice,  about  xoo  feet  peipendicular,  oa 
the  eaft  bank  of  the  rvftx  Liddal,  and  immediately  above 
the  church,  there  was  a  ftrong  fort  or  cafile,  the  rampart* 
and  fofTe^  of  which  remain  entire :  near  to  thefe,  in  the 
place  where  the  prefent  road  was  formed,  and  in  fevera^ 
other  parts  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  manj  hearth- 
ftones  were  dag  up,  where  a  town  or  village  had  formerlj- 
fiood.  Hence  the  name  of  Caftle-town*  But  the  ancient, 
name  of  this  diftriQ,  and  indeed  that  bj  which  it  is  ftill 
moil  frequently  denominated,  was  Uddifdak^  from  the 
river  Liddal,  which  runs  through  it  in  a  diredion  from  eaft> 
to  fouth.  In  the  ancient  hiflories,  and  geographical  ac- 
counts of  Scotland,  it  is  called  the  county  of  Liddifdale,  and 
in  old  writs  it  is  defigned  the  Lor4ftnp  of  that  napae. 

I  EreBiotif 
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''  XriSiomt  Form^  and  ExteMt.^^Thi3  porifli  foriQerlj  hfi^ 
longed  to  the  Preibjterj  of  Jedburgh ;  but  when  the  five 
dkorches  of  Eikdale  were  erefied  into  the  Preibjtery  of 
LsugMoiy  it  was  added  to  them  in  the  jear  1743.  This 
was  dope  on  aiccooiit  of  its  great  di^ance  from  the  form^ 
feat  of  th^  pteCb jtcry.  It9  form  approaches  nearlj  to  that 
of  a  triaagle,'  whofe  bale  rups  fro^a  eaft  to  we0,  along  the 
kead  of  Teviotdale,  and  wbofe  opposite  vertex  points  to 
Solway  frith.  It  contains^  according  to  the  map  of  this 
conoty,  about  59,160  acres^i  It  is  tbe  largeft  parilh  in  the 
fouth  of  Sqptla];4f  being  upwards  of  18  miles  in  leng^hi  and 
14  in  breadth. 

Geaeral  Appearance^  WopdSf  lie. — ^The  general  appear* 
ance  of  the  uppier  part  of  th€  pariih  is  mountainous ,  the 
lawer  part  is  hilly »  aud  al}  of  it,  at  a  diftance  from  the 
banks  of  the  rivexSp  is  bleak  and  wild  to  a  high  degree. 
But  its  appearance  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  is  altoge- 
ther different.  Thefe  are  generally  covered  with  natural 
woods,  or  you9g  plantatioos  in  a  very  thriving  ftate.  The 
barren  wilds  are  entirely  hid  from  the  view ;  the  windings 
ef  the  river,  ^ud  tbe  fine  holm  land  on  every  iide,  preient 
tbe  moft  pifiurelque  fcenes,  or  exhibit  rich  profpeds  to  the 
eye.  TbeCe  are  juflly  de&ribed  by  our  native  poet,  Dc 
Annftrong,  in  bis  poem  on  Health  *•    The  inhabited  part 

of 

•  ..._«...  Such  tbe  ftream» 
Oo  wfaofe  Arcadian  banlu  I  firft  drew  air. 
Liddal,  tiU  now»  except  in  Doric  layf» 
T«n*d  to  ber  niiroiars  by  ber  love-fick  fwaini, 
Onknown  in  fong ;  tbpogb  not  a  purer  itream 
Tbrough  meadt  more  iiowVy,— more  romantic  groves, 
RoIU  toward  the  weftem  main.    HaiV  facrcd  flood ! 
May  ftiil  tbjr  holpitable  fwaina  be  bleft 
In  mral  innocence ;  tbj  mountains  ftill 
Tecia  witb  the  fleecy  race ;  tby  ttincful  woods 
For  ever  flonrifli,  and  tby  vales  look  gay, 
Vidi  painted  meadoiits.  and  tbe  golden  grain !  Voak  IM. 
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of  the  pariih  confifis  of  two  Tallies.  That  along  the  Her- 
mitage is  about  ten  miles  in  length,  from  the  fource  of  the 
river  to  the  point  where  it  lofes  its  name  in  the  LiddaL 
At  the  head  of  this  river  the  comitrj  is  entirely  mountain- 
ous. The  mountains  are  very  high  and  fteep,  but  are  ge- 
nerally dry,  and  afford  excellent  (heep  pafture.  The 
greateft  part  of  this  ftream  is  fringed  with  natural  wood  ; 
it  pofleffes  much  rural  beauty,  and  exhibits  the  paftoral 
fcenes  of  life  in  great  perfedion.  The  other  valley,  or 
ftrath,  is  that  along  the  fides  of  the  Liddal.  Near  the  head 
of  the  parifli  on  the  eaft,  the  rivers  Liddal  and  Tyne,  which 
runs  by  Newcaille,  take  their  rife,  in  the  midlt  of  an  im* 
menfe  bog,  furrounded  by  mountains.  This  place  is  very 
properly  named  Dead  water ^  becaufe  for  a' confiderable 
fpace  neither  of  them  can  be  traced  as  a  running  dream. 
The  Tyne  winds  flowly  to  the  eaft,  between  the  bleak 
mountains  and  the  dreary  wades  of  Northumberland,  by 
Keelder  Cajile  *.  The  Liddal  runs  due  weft  for  a  few  miles, 
and  then  runs  due  fouth.  This  part  ot  the  country  is 
mountainous,  high,  cold  and  moift,  and  lies  under  the 
thick  and  folitary  gloom  of  continual  fogs.  For  ten  miles 
down  the  river  its  banks  are  entirely  nake'd  ;  the  hills  on 
each  fide  produce  a  great  quantity  of  grafs.  Ax  the  point 
where  it  is  joine4  by  the  Hermitage  the  banks  are  covered 
with  trees.  On  the  north  fide  the  thriving  plantations  of 
the  Duke  of  Bucdeugh,  and  on  the  fouth  the  plantations 
and  woods  of  Mr  Elliot  of  Whitehaugh,  near  the  confluence 
of  the  rivers,  form  a  landfcape  highly  beautiful.  Here  the 
valley  widens  confiderably,  and  improvements  are  every  . 
where  feen.  From  this  hill*  you  reach  the  confines  of 
Canonby  ;  the  ride  is  very  much  admired  by  travellers. 
The  new  town  rifing  in  view,  and  building  upon  an  ele- 
gant 

•  Keelder  Caflle  is  »  bunting  fetk  ^  the  Bake  of  HorthiunbevUad. 
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gant  plan  ;  the  femicircular  groves  of  trees,  and  tb^  fertile 
fields,  and  windings  of  the  river  Liddal,  contribute'  their 
various  beauties  to  delight  the  eye. 

Mountains, — Tl^e  principal  mountains  are  Tudhope, 
Milieu  wood-fell,  Windhead,  Greatmoor,  Dun,  Dod,  Her- 
mitage,  Peel-feU,  Roaurfell,  Larifton-fell,  Carbj-Laws, 
and  Tinnis  hills.  The  lail  mentioned  is  feen  as  a  land  mark 
at  a  great  diftance  out  at  fea.  None  of  thefe  mountains  have 
been  meafured  bj  the  barometer*  But  when  Mr  Stobie 
furveyed  the  county,  he  meafured  thofe  of  the  Cheviot, 
Carta  wifp,  Uc,  and  when  on  the  top  of  the  higheft  in  this 
parilh,  he  compared  them  with  others  by  the  Theodolite ; 
by  this  it  appears  Tudhope  is  1830  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  iiea.  Millen  wood-fell  and  Windhead  are  about  2000 
feet.    Thefe  are  the  higheft  of  them. 

Rivers  and  Fijb. — ^The  rivers  are  the  Liddal,  the  Hermi- 
tage, the  Tweeden,  the  Kerlhope,  (which  divides  the  two 
kingdoms),  the  Tinnis  acd  the  Blackburn;  with  feveral 
other  ftreams  of  inferior  note.  All  of  them  are  plentifully 
fiored  with  trouts,  and  afford  excellent  fport  to  the  angler^ 

Climate  and  Longevity. — The  climate  is  very  dampi 
owing  to  two  CRufes.  From  its  proximity  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  a  great  coUe&ion  of  vapour  arifes,  which  is  attraded 
by  the  mountailns,  and  poured  down  in  torrents  of  rain. 
The  other  is  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  foil  and  farface  of 
the  hills  themfelves.  They  are  generally  covered  to  the 
very  fummit  with  a  deep  ftratum  of  mofs,  which  retains 
the  moifture ;  under  the  mofs  lies  a  bed  of  till,  through 
which  the  water  cannot  eaiily  penetrate.  Notwithftanding 
the  dampnels  of  the  air,  thofe  who  are  bred  in  the  country 
fnjoy  good  healthy  and  many  of  them  have  arrived  at  a 

grea( 
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great  ftge.  An  inftance  ixxnrs  of  ooe  Mr  Elliot  of  Rei- 
heughy  who  latelj,  at  the  age  of  86,  rode  56  miles  in  one 
daj,  without  any  inconvenience,  tran£ifted  bufineis  at  t 
public  market,  and  returned  to  his  houfe  next  evening, 
without  deep.  Q^e  man  now  aUve,  James  Lillico, 
married  his  third  wife  at  71,  is  now  upwards  of  93,  enjoji 
good  health,  and  manages  his  ordinary  bufinefi;  another^ 
at  the  age  of  80,  is  in  full  vigour,  and  frequently  walks  to 
Edinburgh.  A  woman,  named  Margaret  Wyllie,  died  a 
few  years  ago  at  the  age  of  113,  in  the  pofleiBon  of  all  her 
Acuities  till  the  day  of  her  death. 

Lifea/es.'^Tht  fcrophula  prevails  frequently  among  the 
young,  and  rheumatic  and  ftomach  complaints  among 
thofe  more  advanced  in  life.  Inoculation  is  general. 
Laft  fpring  a  great  number  of  children,  fome  men,  and 
women  the  mothers  of  children,  were  inoculated,  and  all 
of  them  did  well.  At  prefent  the  fmall-pox  rages  in  the 
natural  way,  and  has  carried  off  many.  Prejudices  ftill  re- 
main againft  inoculation,  chiefly  among  the  Seceders. 
Confumptions  are'  frequent.  Epidemic  fevers  fometimas 
vifit  us,  but  are  feldom  fatal. 

Sieep^  IVoolf  Wc— The  rents  df  the  parifli  arife  chiefly 
from  iheep,  black  cattle  and  horfes,  and  from  tillage. 
The  (heep  are  of  the  long  kind  ;  there  are  no  fliort  fheep 
in  the  country.  The  breed  of  fliecp  has  been  very  much 
improved  of  kte  years,  by  feveral  individuals,  who  have 
purchafed  rams  from  the  eallem  borders.  The  mofi  intelli- 
gent obferve,  that  crofllng  the  breed  is  not  only  the  befl 
method  of  improving  the  iheep  and  wool,  but  alfo  of  pre- 
venting the  difeafes  to  which  they  are  liable.  By  conti- 
nuing the  lame  ram,  the  (heep  are  weakened,  and  difeafes 
pudtijliedi  or  re&deredmora  ioreterate  i  hf  changing  him, 

it 
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it  is  found  that  the  fiurdy^  and  other  difeafes,  are  lels  fr^ 
quent.  The  diforders  moft  prevalent  are,  the  fiurdj,  the 
fickoels,  the  louping  ill^  the  rot,  and  the  brazy.  Wedders 
and  draught  ewes  are  fold  to  dealers  from  Yorkflbire.  The 
wod  is  fold  for  clothing  to  the  manufaduring  towns  in 
England,  Laft  year  it  fold  at  from  15  s.  to  19  s.  the  (tone ; 
this  leafisQ  from  xi  s.  to  15  s.  The  decreafe  as  owing  no 
doobt  to  the  fiagnation  of  commerce.  Moft  of  the  farms  are 
ieparated  from  each  other  by  ftone  dikes ;  but  even  where 
they  are  not,  the  flocks  are  permitted  to  wander  at  large 
in  their  refpedive  pafiures*  They  are  never  confined  in 
hirieby  nor  in  folds  by  night ;  they  feek  their  food  at  large, 
and  they  know  beft  where  it  is  to  be  found.  They  are  all 
over-hid  with  tar ;  fome  u(e  palm  oil  in  place  of  butter,  and 
approve  of  it  •  The  fheep  are  carefriUy  waihed  before  (hearing. 
The  praAice  of  milking  the  ewes  b  very  much  difconti« 
noed ;  where  it  is  continued,  it  b  only  for  a  fliort  time. 
It  weakens  the  iheep,  and  renders  them  leis  able  to  endure 
the  feverity  of  the  winter.  Every  farmer  provides  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  hay  againft  the  ftorm,  and  when  ne- 
ceflary,  feeds  regubrly.  Before  thb  method  was  adopted^ 
much  lofi  was  frequently  fuftained  in  ftormy  feafons. 

Blach  Cattle. — Some  farmers  bring  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  black  cattle  from  the  markets  of  Falkirk,  Crieff,  and 
Down.  They  are  fupported  during  the  winter  by  the  fog. 
gage  and  cbarfe  hay,  and  fold  in  the  fpring  *,  Qr  fed  in  good 
paftnre  through  the  fummer,  and  fold  fat  about  Martinmas ; 
kyloes  at  from  L.  3  to  L.  5  Stirling.  Thofe  bred  in  the 
country  are  of  the  Dutch,  Lancafter,  or  Galloway  kinds. 
The  large  kind  fell  at  from  L.  6  to  L.  9  Sterling.  Their  pa- 
ftnre b  generally  coarfe,  excepting  what  lies  upon  lime-ftone, 
which  b  very  fine,  but  the  produce  b  always  very  great. 
The  butter  which  b  ma|}e,  even  on  the  coarfeft  pafture,  b 

Vol.  XVI.  I  not 
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not  excelled  by  any  in  Britain.  It  is  commonly  obfenrei^ 
that  the  coarfer  the  pafture  is,  the  butter  is  the  better  an4 
the  richer.  Even  the  molTy  ground,  though  in  appearance 
barren,  L>  of  great  ufe  both  for  black  cattle  and  iheep.  The 
plant,  called  the  mbfs^  rifes  before  any  other  in  the  fpring, 
aSbrds  excellent  nourifliment,  and  is  carefully  fought  after 
by  the  flocks.  In  tfaefe  coarfe  lands,  there  is  a  conflant  and 
regular  fuccef&on  of  different  fpecies  of  gra&y  which  ri&  ia 
their  refpe&ivie  feafons  throughput  the  year. 

£oi7,  Produce^  and  Cultivation,'-^The  arable  land  at  pre* 
fent  in  tillage  lies  chiefly  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers.  Many 
hundred  acres,  formerly  in  tillage,  are  thrown  into  paftnre 
on  account  of  the  high  prices  of  flieep  and  wool*     The  foil 
of  the  holm  land  is  excellent.     It  is  fometimes  pf  a  light, 
but  moft  frequently  of  a  very  deep  and  fine  loam,  and 
where  it  is  properly  cultivated,  it  produces  exceeding  good 
crops.     Wheat  has  beeni  fown,  and  turned  out  very  well. 
The  ordinary  crops  are  barley,  or  rough  bear,  peafe,  oats, 
flax,  potatoes.    Turnips  have  lately  been  introduced,  and 
fucceeded  very  well.     Laft  fummer,  travellers  from  Edin- 
burgh faw  no  turnips  by  the  way  equal  to  thole  on  the  fields 
in  this  place.    Within  thefe  few  years,  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  grais  feeds  have  been  fown,  and  have  produced  ex- 
cellent crops.     From  the  nature  of  the  holm  land,  and  iita- 
ation  of  the  country,  turnips,  barley,  and  grafs  feeds,  fuc- 
ceeded by  early  oats,  will  probably  be  found  the  belt  rota- 
tion.-—The  ploughs  in  ufe  are,  the  Engliih  plough,  and 
SmaH's  chain  plough.     The  former,  drawn  by  4  horfes,  is 
ftill  ufed  by  fome  farmers,  though,  from  the  nature  of  the 
land,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Small's  chain  plough,  with 
two  horfes,  would  execute  the  work,  and  anfwer  the  pur«- 
pofe  much  better.    The  ridges  are  made  very  narrow,  and 
1   -    '  •.  confift 
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ewdill  of  8  furrows  ••  One  farmer  ufes  a  pair  of  oxen  with  * 
Small's  plough  9  and  approves  of  them. 

Sea/ons. — ^Though  the  hills  are  moift,  yet  from  the  reflect* 
tion  of  the  fun  from  each  fide  of  the  vajlej,  and  its  favour- 
able ezpofure  in  the  fummer,  the  weather  is  very  warm, 
and  the  harvefts  are  early.  As  foon  as  vegetation  com* 
mences  in  the  fpring,  it  (hoots  forth  with  wonderful  vi- 
gour and  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  ordinary  produ&ions 
of  the  garden  arrive  at  great  perfe&ion.  Our  harvefts  are 
much  more  early  than  in  Canonby,  or  even  part  of  Cum- 
berbndy  though  both  of  which  countries  lie  to  the  fouth  of 
Cafiletown  Oats  and  peaCe  are  fown  in  March  and  April ; 
barley  in  the  end  «>f  April  or  beginning  of  May,  and  they 
are  all  reaped  in  September. 

FoptUation.^^Tht  population  of  this  parifh  has  decreafed 
a  little  within  thefe  40  years,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing table.  'This  decreafe  is  eafily  accounted  for,  by  feveral 
fiirms,  formerly  let  to  different  tenants,  being  now  pof- 

fefled 

•  The  whole  oF  the  holm  lancl  along  the  banks  of  the  river  appears 
htmtrlf  to  have  been  covered  with  wood,  and  the  fides  of  the  hills  to 
hiTe  been  almoft  entirely  in  cultivation ;  the  furrows  and  ridfres  are 
plain  and  evident.  But  at  this  period,  to  fow  corn  on  thofe  places,  or  to 
cipcA  a  crop,  would  be  equally  vain.  What  is  the  caufe  of  this  change  ? 
When  the  vmllie«  were  covered  with  wor>^  to  a  certain  height,  were  the 
fides  of  the  hilU  more  warm?  Were  the  feafons  therofelves  then  more 
kindiy,  as  tradition  pofitivelj  affirms  ?  Or  were  the  inhabitants  obliged 
to  cultivate  the  high  grounds,  when  the  lower  were  covered  with  wood  ? 
About  the  middle  of  the  hills,  on  each  fide  the  river  Liddal,  a  deep  ditch, 
or  a  ftrong  wall,  appears  to  have  been  drawn  almoft  the  whole  length 
of  the  country,  beneath  which  lay  the  arable  ground,  where  the  old  fur* 
rows  and  ridges  appear,  and  all  above  was  either  for  pafture  or  common. 
In  thofe  days  every  kind  of  fence  was  oeceiTary,  not  only  from  beafts  of 
the  field|  bat  alfo  from  tb«  inroads  of  the  plunderer. 
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fefled  by  one,  and  not  a  few  bj  perfens,  wbo  do  not  refide 
ioy  or  belong  to  the  parifli  at  all. 

Statistical  Table  of  the  Parish  of  Castlbtowv. 

Number  of  fouls,  in  I755>  as  returned  to  Dr 

Webftcr,  ...  1507 

Ditto  in  December  1793.  \  ^^^  ^5^  1 1«  •»»     «4«8 

Majority  of  females,  86  Decreafe,    89 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  the  new  village,  70 

Mirriages  •.  Bi|>tiliai  #. 

In  the  year  1709,        -            -          4  38 

1710,        .            -          7  50 

From  1749  to  1774,    -     -  464 
From  1763  to  1770,     -     43 

*  With  regard  to  marriages  and  baptifnu,  tlie  parifli  regifter  is  Tcry   ^ 
xmperfedfc.    Several  books  have  been  loft,  which  make  blaoks  of  confide- 
rable  periods.    There  is  a  minute  iaferted  in  the  feflion  records,  of  date 
17th  Janaary  1649,  which  mentions,  **  That  the  Englidi  army,  com. 
**  manded  bj  Colonels  Bright  and  Pride,  and  msder  the  condu^  of  Ge- 
<*  nenil  Cromwell,  on  their  return  to  England,  did  lie  at  the  kirk  of 
**  Caftletown  feveral  nights,  in  which  time  they  brake  down  and  bnmt 
"  the  commanion  tables,  and  the  feats  of  the  kirk ;  and  at  their  remo- 
**  ying,  carried  away  the  minifter's  books  to  the  value  of  tooo  marka 
«  and  above,  and  alfo  the  books  of  fei&on,  with  which  they  lighted  their 
*•  tobacco  pipes,  the  baptifm,  marriage,  and  examination   rolls,  from 
««  October  1611  to  September  1648,  all  which  were  loft  and  deftroyed/* 
From  the  accuracy  with  which  this  record  had  been  kept,  the  lofs  of  it  ia 
very  much  to  be  regretted.    If  we  may  form  any  judgment  from  the 
number  of  churches  and  chapels  in  the  parifli  at  that  tioie,  with  the 
burying  grounds,  and  alfo  from  the  ruins  of  many  bouies  and  villagefl^ 
the  number  of  the  inhabiunts  moft  Kave  been  much  greater  at  that  pc* 
riod  than  at  prefent.    No  account  of  the  burials  can  now  he  given,  be- 
caufe  there  are  three  burying  grounds  flill  ufed,  and  a  murtcloth,  the 
property  of  private  individaalff  and  not  bcloDgidg  to  the  lurk-iSeflioii* 


of  Ca/lletown.  69 

AO£S. 

Nobof  Imib  under  10  years          Between  50  and  70,    234 
of  age,  -  34a     — 70  and  80,      31 

—  Between  xo  and  ao,    aSo  -      80  and  90,      14 

■        aoandjo,      5x6  ■      90  and  xoo,      z 

COKDITIOKS  AND  PROFESSIONS. 

No.  of  Heritors,  refident,       4  No.  of  fmitfas^  5 

——— Ditto  occafionally,     3,  mafons,  i». 

■  Ditto  non»refident,    4                 joiners,  14 

— — -  fsffmers,         -          46  — ^—  weavers,  16 

—  (hop-keepers,            9            '     {hoe-makers,  8 
■    ■      forgeons,          -         x  cloggers,  3 

— —  ftodents  at  the  Uni-  tailors,  -      13 

rerfity,                -  a                  millers,  3 

clergymen,         -  a                  bakers,  4 

— —  fchool-mafters,  3         ■    ■    poor    on  the 

-«—— innkeepers,  3          roll,            -  74 

Farms  and  Rents. 
Nambcr  of  led  farms  *,       15     Valued  rent  in  Scotch 
Greateft  rent  of  tbefe  money,  L.  15,860 

'  about  -  ^         L.  300    Realdb.StS.  about  L.  6000 

Stock. 
No.  of  flieep,        -        36,000     No.  of  ploughs,  44 

■   ■■      black  cattle,  laoo     — - —  carts,  about      150 

Commiree,  Prtrnjions  and  Labour.'^The   only  markets 
for  batcher  meat,  groceries,  l^c.  are  Hawick  and  Lang- 
holm i 

•  Ftfms  tte  ftylc^  if^t  whcQ  one  tei  ajot  poMcs  Jwo  or  mere,  tod 
4acs  not  rcMe  on  them. 
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holm ;  fo  that  the  prices  of  thefe  articles  are  regolated  b j 
thofe  places,  with  the  addition  of  a  confiderable  ejcpeoce 
for  carriage.  Butter,  fold  formerly  at  4  d.  afterwards  at 
6  d.  fells  now  at  9  d.  per  pound ;  a  confiderable  quantity  is 
put  up  in  firkins,  and  ient  to  Neweaftle  for  the  London 
market.  Dealers  buy  it  on  the  fpot,  and  this  leafon  {»ay 
L.  I,  13  s.  L.  I,  14  s.  and  L.  x,  15  s.  per  firkin,  of  56  lb. 
Englifli.  The  price,  however,  firequ^tly  varies,  running 
fromL.  X,  IS.  to  L.I,  IDS.  Cow  milk  cheefe  fells  for 
4  8.  6  d.  per  flone,  and  ewe-milk  for  7  s.  or  7  s.  6d«  Hens 
and  ducks  fell  at  6  d.  each,  chickens  at  3  d.  and  geefe  at 
X  8.  6  d.  and  %  s.  Thefe  articles  have  varied  little  in  price 
thefe  feveral  years.  The  prices  of  labour  have  rifen  ex- 
ceedingly within  thefe  40  or  50  yean,  as  appears  from 
the  following  comparative  ftatement : 

Wages  in  1740.  Wages  in  ^793* 
A  man  ferrant  *  with  main- 

tenance,  from  L.  3  to  L.  3  10    o  from  L.  8  to  L.  10    o    o 

A  ^(roman  fenrant  with  ditto, 

in  fnmmer,        --             o  16    6\  2100 

Ditto  in  winter,        •-050  150 
A    day  labourer    in    winter, 

without  maintenance              006  o     i     o    ^ 

Ditto  in  fummer  with  ditto,       006  010 

A  tailor  in  winter,          .004  008 
Ditto  in  fummer,           -            006        with  matntenance,  008 

Price  of  a  pair  of  (hoe^              046  069 

Ditto  of  a  pair  of  clogs                016  026 

Cburcb. 

•  Only  15  years  ago  a  man's  wages  were  commonly  L  3,  orL.  3, 10  s. 
and  the  very  higheft  did  not  exceed  L.  6. 

t  Of  this  fum  12  a.  6  d.  was  paid  in  money,  and  the  other  4  s-  in  one 
Hone  of  wool.    About  the  year  1730,  a  woman's  wagei  were  only  5      ^ 
groats  and  a  woollen  jerkin. 


«/  Cqfiletown,  jt 

Cbtarch  ^c.4 — ^Thc  church  was  bmlt  in  1777-  The 
nin  penetrates  through  the  walls,  and  part  of  the  timber 
is  already  rotten.  The  manfe  and  offices  are  a  heap  of 
HEUiiB.  They  were  built  on  the  top  of  a  hideous  precipice^ 
about  100  feet  of  perpendicular  height  I,  where  there  is 
not  a  drop  of  water  for  the  ufe  of  man  or  bead.  The  late 
Mr  Rutherford  found  a  finall  fpring  about  the  middle  of 
the  rocky  which  he  endeavoured  to  draw  up  at  a  great  ex« 
pence ;  the  well  was  continually  filling  up,  and  is  now  en- 
tirely waihed  away.  It  is  propofed  to  build  a  manfe  and 
offices  in  a  more  agreeable  fituation  next  fpring.  The 
prcfent  incumbent  is  accommodated  in  the  mean  time  with 
a  houfe  a  little  more  than  two  miles  from  the  church. 
The  livbg  is  L.  83  :  6  :  8.  The  value  of  the  glebe  can- 
not be  accurately  afcertained,  as  an  exchange  of  land  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Buodeugh  and  the  minifter  is  juil  com- 
pleted, which  will  be  more  convenient  for  both  parties ; 
at  prefent  the  whole  of  the  land  is  in  the  moft  wretched 
condition.  A  few  of  the  inhabitants  attend  a  Seceding 
meeting  houfe  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parilh,  built  about 
30  years  ago,  and  at  prefent  very  much  on  the  decline* 
All  the  reft  belong  to  the  EftabliQied  Church. 

Old  Cbafe/s,r^Th€vc  have  been  no  leis  than  5  chapek  or 
churches  in  the  pariih,  befides  the  pariiSi  church.  The  Wheel 
Church  at  the  head  of  Liddal,  Hermitage,  on  the  river  of 
that  name,  Dinlabyre,  Ettleton,  and  Chapel-kiloWy  on  the 
borders  of  Canonby.     Ettleton  and  Hermitage  are  ftill 

ufed 

I  Sone  years  ago  a  woman  going  from  the  manfe  at  night,  fell  from 
the  top  of  the  precipice  into  the  river ;  her  thigh  bone  only  was  brokenf^ 
(be  is  now  in  perfcdt  health. 
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nfcd  as  burying-groands,  and  manj  grave-Aones  appear  in 
the  others.  The  Wheel  Church  has  been  of  excellent 
workmanfiiip.  The  population  of  the  country  moft  cer- 
tainlj  have  been  far  greater  in  thole  times.  The  Wheel 
Church  has  been  pretty  large ;  many  grave-ftones  appear 
in  the  church-yard  \  yet,  when  (landing  on  the  fpot  at  this 
time,  there  are  only  3  farm  houfes  in  view,  taking  in  s 
circle  oi  m^ny-  miles. 

* 
Schools. — ^The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  L,  8  :  6  :  8,  be- 
fides  his  perqui&es  arifing  from  his  office  of  feffion-dcrk, 
precentor,  marriages,  coUcdions,  the  poor's  rates,  and 
fchool  fees.  The  fchool  houfe  is  in  good  repair  %  but  the 
fdiodl  is  in  very  bad  order.  The  number  of  fcholars  at 
prefent  is  very  fmall.  There  are  two  other  fchools  in  the 
pariih,  fupported  by  private  contributions. 

Poor.^«There  is  no  place  where  the  poor  are  better 
provided  for  than  in  this  pariih.  Poor's  rates  were  efla* 
bliihed  iu  1774*  The  heritors  pay  one  half,  and  the  te- 
nants the  other ;  it  is  levied  (quarterly  ;  the  money  is  paid 
moft  punfhially,  and  immediately  applied.  Thofe  upon 
the  roll  receive  from  5  s.  to  L.  i  :  2  :  6  per  quarter,  ac- 
cording to  their  neceffities.  The  prefent  affelTment  is 
L.  56  ^^  quarter.  In  the  years  1782  and  1783  feveral 
perfons  received  temporary  fupply,  and  when  the  meal  fell 
lower  in  price  it  was  withdrawn.  The  weekly  coUedions 
at  the  church,  fince  the  poor's  rates  were  eftabliihed,  are 
exceedingly  fmall.  But  from  thefe,  from  fines  paid  by  de- 
linquents, and  from  marriages  out  of  church,  perfons  not 
on  the  poor's  roll,  and  in  diftrefTed  circumftances,  are  re- 
lieved. No  perfon  is  allowed  tq  beg.  A  friendly  fociety 
was  eftabliihed  a  few  years  ago  \  the  members  pay  j  s.  at 

2  entering 
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entering,  and  fo  mach  per  quarter ;  it  promifes  to  be  verj 
ufeAiL 

JtoAlrw— It  moft  appear  very  ftrange  to  asy  perfon  ac« 
^minted  with  the  improvements,  which  other  parts  cf 
Scotlaad  have  received  by  meaos  of  roads,  when  it  is  meiN 
donedv  that>  in  this  very  extenfive  country,  not  a  yard  of 
road  had  ever  been  attempted  to  be  formed,  till  widiin 
thefe  few  years.  The  ftatute  hbour  has  long  been  com* 
mated.  For  about  t6  miles  along  the  Liddal,  the  road 
lay  rather  in  the  river  than  np^n  its  batiks^  the  only  path 
being  in  sdiat  is  called  the  Wtaergate^  and  the  unhappy 
traveller  nmft  cro&  it  at  kaft  14  times  in  that  extent.  The 
£ime  thing  dill  takes  place,  with  refped  to  the  Hermitage, 
as  far  as  it  runs.  At  length,  by  the  exertions  of  two  of 
the  heritors*  fortunately  for  the  country,  pofleffed  of  public 
Iptrit,  Mr  Oliver  of  Dinlabyre,  and  Mr  Elliot  of  Whit- 
haugh,  a  road  was  begun,  and  b  now  carrying  along  the 
fide  of  the  Liddal  for  feveral  miles.  Hawick  being  almoft 
the  only  market  from  whidi  we  receive  meal,  groceries, 
fpirits,  iron,  i£c.  lie.  the  want  of  a  road  to  it  is  attended 
with  much  inconvenience  and  expence.  But  the  funds, 
arifing  from  the  fiatute  labour,  are  perhaps  inadequate  to 
keep  fo  many  miles  of  road  in  fuch  repair  as  the  country 
requires,  and  much  lels  to  make  new  ones.  Unlefs  fome 
other  method  is  adopted,  the  prefent  road  cannot  be  com* 
pleted,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  road  along 
Che  Hermitage  can  be  formed  in  the  prefent  generation. 
There  is  much  intercourfe  with  both  Hawick  and  Lang- 
bokn,  by  weekly  markets,  fairs,  t/r.  and  the  difficulty  of 
travelling  to  thofe  places  is  inconceivable.  Every  article 
miift  be  carried  on  horfeback ;  and  through  thefe  deep  and 
broken  bogs  and  moiles  we  muQ  crawly  to  the  great  fatigue 
«f  onrfrhres,  but  die  much  greater  injury  of  our  horliBSy 
Vol.  XVI.  K  without 
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^thoot  the  hope  of  a  more  comfortable  mode  of  traTclfin^ 
As  we  have  hitherto  had  no  roads,  it  b  oot  to  be  expede4 
that  we  fliould  have  had  bridges.  The  two  rivers,  Liddal 
and  Hermitage,  divide  the  pasiih  for  aboat  16  miles;  diere 
liever  was  a  bridge  on  either  of  them.  From  a  coofidcr- 
able  fum  of  vacant  ftipend,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  ordi* 
nary  fund,  one  was  built  over  the  river  Qermita^  in 
1792;  and  laft  autumn  another  was  completed  over  the 
Liddal.  Thefe,  together  with  that  part  of  the. road  alrea- 
dy made,  are  of  the  greatefi  fervipe  to  the  country,  ond  to 
many  travellers,  who  begin  to  pals  this  way  from  Carliflr 
to  the  northern  markets,  and  to  Berwick-fliire,  the  road 
being  much  nearer  than  by  Langholm  and  Mofs-PauL 

FutL — The  fuel  chiefly  u(ed  is  peat,  of  which  there  is 
^n  inexhauftible  fund  in  every  part  of  the  country.  There 
is  alfo  coal  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pariib,  wrought  on  the 
^ftate  of  Mr  Oliver.  It  is  fold  at  the  pit  at  3  d.  per  bufliel, 
or  6  d.  per  load*  Carriers,  who  bring  goods  from  Hawick, 
commonly  return  loaded  with  coal. 

New  CqfilelpuffU'^As  there  is  not  a  village  in  the  pariih^ 
labourers  and  mechanics  have  long  been  very  inconve- 
niently iituated  for  houfes.  For  their  accommodation,  and 
no  doubt  to  encourage  manufaftnres,  the  Duke  of  Bac- 
xleugh,  has  for  fonie  time  paft,  intended  to  build  a  new 
town.  At  length  a  place  was  fixed  on,  and  a  plan  made 
out.  It  b  fet  down  on  the  farm  of  Park,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Liddal,  in  a  field  of  upwards  of  xoo  acres  of  fine  land, 
and  b  named  Cafiletown.  It  is  to  confift  of  two  principal 
ftreets,  bearing  the  names  of  the  two  rivers,  liddal  and 
tiermitage^  with  feveral  crois  ftreets  at  right  angles.  Her- 
mltage-ftreet  is  begun,  and  advancing  rapidly.  There  is  a 
((juare,  called  DougUu  Square^  in  the  centre,  for  a  market 
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place,  confiRiDg  of  aboat^two  acres  of  ground,  round  \ehic& 
the  buildings  confift  of  two  ftories.     Near  each  extremity 
there  is  a  fmaBer  fquare.    The  ftreet  is  54  feet  wide ;  itk 
the  principal  fquare  it  is  xoo  feet«    It  was  begun  in  March 
lafi ;  and  at  prefent  there  are  23  houfes  either  inhabited, 
or  nearly  finiflied.    Each  houfe  cofts  from  L.  35  to  L.  46 
Sterling.    They  hold  of  the  Duke,  pay  a  fmall  fum  by 
waj  of  feu-duty,  and  have  each  a  good  garden.     Ever  j 
feuer  has  grafs  for  a  cow  on  the  hill,  for  which  they  pay 
L.  I.    For  each  houfe  they  have  two  acres  of  holm  land, 
for  14  years,  for  which  they  pay  a  certain  fum.     A  iitu* 
ation  more  *  favourable  for  carrying  on  manufaftures  is 
Scarcely  to  be  found.     Its  local  advantages  are  very  great* 
Within  xoo  yards  of  peat,  and  only  about  3  miles  from  coal, 
it  has  water  at  command  to  drive  machinery  of  any  extent; 
Wool,  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  country,  grows  on  the 
fide  of  every  hill.    There  is  an  excellent  road  lately  made 
by  Canonby  to  Carlifle,  the  Solway  frith,  Ifr.  Poflefled  of 
tbefe  advantages,  it  folicits  fome  perfon  of  enterprize  and 
induftry  to  improve  them.    When  we  confider  what  has 
been  done  in  Galafliiels,  ifc.  and  in  fituations  far  Itts  fa< 
vourable,  it  is  hoped  the  time  is  not  fandlftant,  when  fuch 
advantages  as  thefe  will  attrafl  the  attention  of  the  manu- 
fa&urers  either  of  flax,  wool,  or  cotton ;  and  inftead  of 
fending  the  wool,  the  raw  material,  to  Leeds,  Huddersfield, 
l^c.  by  a  long  and  expenfive  land  carriage,  it  will  be  ma- 
nufaftured  here  where  it  grows,  enrich  the  country  by  en- 
couraging induftry,  adding  to  population,  and  by  giring 
bread  and  employment  to  hundreds  of  all  ages* 

Natural  History. 
ReptiliSf  Fifl>t  and  ^adrupeds. — ^The  reptiles  produced 
in  the  parifli  are,  toads,  lizards,  and  adders.    l*he  laft  is 
not  Dumeroos. — The  £ih  are,  trouts,  lampreys,  ecb,  ikeUy, 

or 
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or  diubby  ralmoot  grtlfe,  Vr*  The  ^Imoo  wecie  Tcry  ptoi* 

tiful  in  former  years,  but  fincc  the  baj  or  mooad  was  boik 
at  Nctherb/i  few  get  up  at  aay  time,  and  none  bm  ia  tke 
time  of  a  great  flood.  The  wild  ^oadrupeda  are  fozes^ 
hareSi  wild  cats,  pole  cats,  weaaels,  the  white  weaxel,  often, 
fisen  in  winter,  hedge  hogs  and  Norway  rats.  Tradition 
affirms,  that  the  earth  of  liddifdak  has  a  pecaliar  quality 
of  banifliing  the  common  rat  firom  Teviotdale.  It  is  cer^t 
tain,  that  only  a  few  years  ago,  carriers  on  their  return  tm 
that  country -loaded  their  hor&s  with  it,  and  carried  it  awm^ 
for  that  purpoTe.  But  it  is  affirmed,  with  more  probabi- 
lity, that  it  is  only  fince  the  Norway  rat  waS  introducec^ 
that  the  common  rat  has  been  extirpated. 

jJi>^...Black-cocks,  gronfe,  partridges,  grey  ptorer^. 
wild  ducks,  foipes,  wood-pigeons,  buzzards,  ftannels,  ow]% 
crows,  ravens,  herons,  jackdaws,  magpies,  thruflies,  black- 
birds, fiarlings,  linnets,  and  gold-inches,  frequent  the  woods. 
The  bittern  was  formerly  numerous,  but  is  now  lelidom  to 
be  feen.  The  birds  of  paflage,  that  vifit  ns  in  the  fprio^ 
or  beginning  of  fummer,  are,  the  KingVfilber,  water  crow^ 
white  and  yellow  feed  birds,  the  black  and  faad  martin^ 
the  fwallow,  cuckoo,  rail,  curlew,;  green  plover,  (and  lark, 
ftone  chatterers,  with  different  fpecies  of  gulk  and  fliieU 
drakes*  Teal  and  widgeons  are  feen  in  fpring  when  thf^ 
waters  are  fweQed  with  rain.  The  birds  that  vifit  ns  ia 
autumn  are,  the  fieldfare  and  the  wood-cock.  Eagles,  oc 
earns,  are  frequently  feen,  but  have  no  place  of  refidence 
here*. 

Miiterttis. 

•  A  well  amheiktieitcd  InAaaee  of  the  aonjing  ftrengtfr  oftliis  bird  oo^ 
enrred  a  few  yeanr  sgo-opon  the  Htm  of  Roughlee  in  this  ptriib.  One  mom. 
'Wg,  when  the  (hepberd  was  going  roniid  his  floclc,  he  faw  an  rftgle  comfng 
oter  the  Hefsaiti^i^-hiU  tancdtilelt  abore  hifb,  with  fonethii^  baUkjr  iiHit» 

talQii<i. 
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JM»«ra/!r*— There  ]a  great  plentj  of  fime-floae  in  the 
paffiflb,  of  diSerent  qaalities.  A  draw  kiln  was  erefted  h& 
jtMX  0n  the  Heroitage,  and  bums  a  confiderable  quantity. 
SeTeral  pits  of  marl  are  found  on  the  farms  of  Flight,  Kert 
hope,  and  Tweedeo,  to  appearance  of  excellent  quality } 
but  iliisi  as  well  as  other  treafurest  are  loeked  up  from  ufe 
by  the  want  of  roads.  Befides,  the  coal  mentioned  aC 
Lftwftown,  fome  fmall  crop  feams  appear  on  the  Tweeden, 
ife*  From  the  ftrata  of  metals,  it  is  apprehended,  there  is 
coal  in  feireral  places,  but  no  trials  to  any  great  extent 
have  been  made,  Free-ftone  quarries  of  excellent  ftone 
are  eveiy  where  found,  excepting  at  the  head  of  the  Her* 
'  laiitage,  where  there  is  nothing  but  blue  whb-ftone. 

MtSnnal  Sfru^s^r^Thtrt  are  feveral  fprings  in  this  pa« 
riiliy  firoDgly  impregnated  with  fulphur*  There  is  one  at 
riie  head  ot  it,  in  that  part  called  tie  Dead  Water ^  unfor- 
tnsntely  fitoated  in  the  middle  of  that  vaft  morab  where 
the  Liddal  and  the  Tyne  take  their  rife.  In  wet  iealons 
it  is  weakened  by  the  forrounding  water.  It  is  mnch  fre- 
Rented  by  perfens  affli£led  with  cutaneous  and  fcrophnlooa 
complaints,  who  receive  great  benefit  from.  it.  They  drink 
the  water,  and  ufe  it  as  a  warm  bath.    But  the  patients 

are 

talooi.  Struck  with  tke  norelty  of  the  figbt,  be  kept  his  eye  upon  the 
^ird«  and  Um  him  fit  down  at  a  little  dtftince.  He  ran  to  the  fpot,  when 
the  eagle  had  dlfcngaged  from  his  uloos  »  fine  lamb,  and  was  preptrin; 
tD  crar  htm  io  pieces,  which  6ie  niao  refcned,  and  carried  home.  At 
Aac  iaftant»  a  medical  gentleman  wu  vtfiting  a  patient- in  the  flicpherd'a 
family.  He  examined  the  lamb,  fouod  it  a  fine  male,  the  litin  of  the 
!!k9utder  torn,  but  the  bbne  had  prevented  the  talons  from  injuring  the 
Tital  parts;  he  iewed  up  the  wound,  and  it  recovered  and  did  weU.  Or» 
ert«{«iry  it  was  found,  that  the  iiepberd  of  Peel,  the  fame  rooming,  faw 
an  eagle  leiae  a  lamb  of  his  flock,  and  fly  off  with  it,  in  the  line  of  di» 
fe^kiea  to  the  place  where  the  lamb  was  fo»ad.  The  Uiftaoce  of  the  one 
pUce  fcom  the  other  is  not  lefs  than  five  miles-  John  ELLsar,  of  Acdi- 
brogh,  £fq;  farailbed  the  writer  wkh  this  axiccdoce. 
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are  expofed  to  danger  and  incovenience  from  the  want  of 
proper  accommodation.  The  wretched  bovek  in  the 
neighbourhood  being  continually  damp  and  wet.  On  the 
&rm  of  Dinlabjre,  another  fpring  of  the  lame  kind  is 
found ;  the  coUedion  of  water  b  much  greater,  but  at  pre- 
lent  almoft  loft  in  the  bog  in  which  it  is  placed.  A  third 
is  on  the  farm  of  Shortbuttrees,  of  excellent  quality ;  all 
thefe  might  be  highly  beneficial,  if  the  ground  were  pro* 
perly  drained  and  attended  to.  A  very  ftrong  mineral  fpring 
IS  found  at  Lawftown  ;  but  as  its  water  has  not  been  anali* 
zed,  it  is  uncertain  to  what  d^ds  it  belongs. 

Petrifying  fFiat^.— There  are  leveral  fprings  of  Ab 
kind.  Oue  is  found  on  the  Tweeden,  exceedingly  power- 
ful, and  containing  a  great  quantity  of  water,  where  large 
mafies  of  petrified  matter  appear  on  every  fide  converted 
into  folid  ftone.  The  progrefs  of  the  petrifaftion  is  diftinft 
and  beautiful.  The  fog,  which  grows  on  the  edge  of  the 
fpring,  and  is  fprinkled  with  the  water,  is  about  eight 
inches  high ;  the  lower  part  is  converted  into  folid  ftone ; 
the  middle  appears  as  if  half  frozen,  and  the  top  is  greea 
and  fiourifliing.  The  petrified  matter,  when  burnt,  is  re- 
Iblved  into  very  fine  lime.  The  fpring  itfelf,  when-  led 
over  the  fields  in  little  rills,  fertilizes  them  exceedmgly. 

Co/r^^ifj.— There  are  feveral  beautiful  water-falls  on  the 
river  Tweeden,  the  little  ftreams  of  Dinlabyre,  Har- 
den, and  Sundhope.  But  on  the  river  Blackburn,  fuch 
fcenes  are  fcen  in  aU  their  beauty  and  variety.  Some* 
times  the  river  ihoots  over  a  perpendicular  rock,  in  one 
unbroken  (heet  of  water,  forming  a  beautiful  cafcade  ;  at 
other  times  it  is  darted  over  tremendous  precipices,  and 
rages  furioufly  among  the  huge  mafies  of  the  rock  below. 
In  this  wild  and  romantic  vale,  nature  appears  in  various 
3  forms, 
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fonnsy  now  1>eaatifiil,  then  awful,  fometimcs  fublime,  and 
frequently  terrible*  The  aothor  of  this  account  meafured 
the  principal  fiadls.  One  is  27  feet  perpendicular  in  height^ 
another  3xi »  the  breadth  of  the  rock  over  which  it  falbp 
36 »  a  third  b  37^  in  height,  and  ao  feet  wide. 

Kaittral  Brutgt  of  StOMt.-^Onc  of  the  greateft  curiofities 
to  be  fieen  in  this  country,  or  perhaps  in  Scotland,  is  a  na- 
tural bridge  of  done  over  the  fame  river.  It  ftretches 
acrofs  the  ftream,  and  joins  the  hills  on  each  fide.  It  b 
55  feet  long,  10  feet  wide,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  arch  b 
a  feet  4' inches  of  folid  ftone.  It  b  not  compofed  of  one 
entire  rock,  bnt  has  the  aiq>earance  of  many  ftones  about  a 
foot  and  a  half  fquare,  fet  neatly  together.  The  bridge 
flopcs  a  little  downwfurds,  and  the  water  mlbes  under  the 
arch,  through  an  opening  of  31  feet. 

Woodg. — The  natural  woods  confift  of  oak,  alh,  birch, 
and  alder*  Confiderable  plantations  have  been  made  of 
Scots  fir,  fpmce,  larix,  oak,  alh,  beech  and  plane.  They 
are  all  in  a  thriving  condition*  There  b  at  prefent  grow* 
ing  on  the  river  Blackburn,  9^  old  aih  tree,  the  trunk  of 
which  meafures  18  feet  iq  circumference,  one  branch  of  it 
9  Ceet,  and  another  8.  The  trunk  b  hollow  within;  five 
peribos  of  ordinary  fize  may  eafiiy  fit  in  it  at  the  fame 
time.  Laft  year  the  river  Liddal,  in  the  time  of  a  high 
flood,  threw  up  the  trunk  of  an  oak  tree,  oppofite  to  Hag- 
gihaagh,  the  feat  of  Colonel  Elliot  of  Larifton.  Not  only 
tbc  bark,  but  great  part  of  the  wood,  feems  wafted  by  age ; 
notwithflanding  which  thb  venerable  trunk,  as  it  now  lies, 
meafures  26  feet  in  length,  and  xo  feet  in  circumference, 
and  b  perfedly  ftraight.  There  b  fcarcely  a  tree  within 
Tiew  of  the  place  where  it  lies^  excepting  a  few  Scotch  fin. 

Emmem 
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EmimBt  JlfM.*«-This  parifli  gave  birth  to  the  celebnitoa 
Dr  AiMSTRoNOy  whofe  tehcr  and  brother  were  miufterB 
of  it. 

jintiquiti^s^^^Thtte  «re  fevend  noooments  of  great  an- 
tiquitj  in  the  parifli,  but  their  origin  and  their  hiftorj  are 
involved  in  mach  ob&urity.  KvcKx  tradition  itfelf  £173 
little  concemiog  them.  There  are  aUb  ieveral  old  gold 
coins  ill  the  pofleflion  of  Mr  Elliot  of  RedJiengh  *•  Though 
this  parifli  comprehended  a  great  part  of  the  middle  march 
between  the  two  kingdoms*  yet  excepdag  a  few  detached 
|aAs»  there  is  nothing  of  conCeqnence  preferved  or  rehled 
hy  hiftorians^  As  it  lies  dire&lj  along  the  £nglilh  Border, 
it  muft  have  been*  for  a  long  period^  the  Iccac  of  aftion,  of 
fierce  contentions»  barbarous  £euds»  and  marauding  expedi* 
tions,  which  took  place  between  the  two  natioos»  when, 
before  the  union,  and  before  law  and  civilization  took 
plaee,  inroads  were  conftantly  made  bj  both  parties  upon 
each  other>  and  the  ftronger  arm  carried  away  evtry  thing 
both  firom  the  honfe  and  from  the  field*  Thde  exploits 
have  been  recorded  in  the  poetry  of  the  times,  which  are 
ftill  fiing  by  the  aged,  and  liftened  to  with  eagemc4s  by 
the  young.  They  ctmtain  an  aocovnt  «f  the  heroic  nt* 
bhiev^ments  of  tbofe  days,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the  inroads 
made  and  impelled  by  the  marauders  en  eadi  fide  of  the 
Border  f. 

Ca/lits. 

*  Th<7  were  fduni  on  the  hxm  of  PrieiNiei^h,  is  tlie  QcisbWoiiiOQd 
of  this  pirUh.  Some  jean  aao  t  box  wu  found  in  the  fide  mofi^  con* 
tsininc  about  ito  filver  coins,  about  the  yalue  of  3d.  each,  viriouOj  in- 
fcrlbed.  S'ome  of  them  were  clipped,  or  cut  in  the  edges,  and  not  coined. 
Smuc  tfopper  olr  braft  veflTeh,  of  antique  fema,  v/ete  found  ia  t  nofs  on 
Shibr(b«ttress,  and  (cnt  10  the  Duke  of  B«ceIfU|(h» 

f  Theibllowing  extradls  from  the  ancient  records  of  the  Courts  of 
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•  Cmfiks^-m^trmxtMgt  Cafile  flands  upon  the  bank  of  the 
river  of  that  name.  It  has  been  a  very  ftrong  bnilding, 
near  loo  feet  (quarey  defended  bj  a  ftrong  rampart  and 
ditch  f  •    The  walls  are  almoft  entire.    The  inner  part  is 


Jalkice  •  eihibit  i  ^ecimen  of  tkc  tnnfa^iom  of  thofe  timet.    SevenI 
peifoos  mentioned  in  it  are  the  heroes  in  the  otd  fongs  and  baUadt : 

**  At  the  Treetes^  or  Jafticiary  meeting  of  the  Lords  Wardens,  to 
liear  all  complaints,  igSi. — Weft  Marches  againil  Liddifdale,  Sir  Simon 
MnTgrave,  Kjiight,  with  Thorn  of  (he  Todhill  and  his  neighbours,  com- 
plaio  opon  Robin  Elliot  of  the  Park^  Sim  Elliot,  Clemie  Crofier, 
Gawens  Jock,  and  their  complices,  for  60  kine  and  oicn,  a  horfe,  and 
the  taking  of  Thom  Rootledge  prifoner." 

"*  J$me  1581. — ^Matthew.  Taylor,  and  the  poor  widow  of  Martin 
Taylor,  complain  upon  Old  Laird  of  Whithaugh,  Young  Laird  of  Whit- 
bangh,  Sims  Thom,  and  Jock  of  Copfliawe  for  140  kie  and  oxen,  jop 
Iheep,  2o  gaits,  and  all  their  infight,  L.  100  Sterling/* 

«*  0A#^^  X 582.— Sir  Simon  Mnfgrave,  deputy  of  Bewcaftle  and  te- 
nants againft  Walter  Scot,  Laird  of  Buckleith,  and  his  complices,  for  100 
kiae  and  oxen,  300  gates  and  (beep/* 

*'  November  1 58i.-^ir  Simon  MufgraTc  complains  on  the  Laird  of 
Mangerton,  Lairds  Jock^  Sims  Thom,  and  their  complices,  for  burning  of 
bia  bams,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  big,  and  peas,  worth  L.  xooo  Sterling.*' 

«  Weft  of  England  againft  Liddifdale.  L.  3130.** 

«*  Liddiidale  againft  the  Weft  Marches,  L.  8000.** 

•  Hi/UrytfCMmhtrkni, 

f  It  is  iaid  to  hare  been  built  by  a  Lord  Soux.xs,  then  Warden  of  the 
Boeder;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  there  is  ^ny  accurate  account  of  its  age. 
SaMilet  mentions  that  Alexander  IL  built  a  caftle  in  Liddifdale,  which 
gK9t  fach  oilence  to  Henry  III.  of  EngUind,  that  he  made  war  upon  the 
king  of  Scotland,  2140.  This,  in  all  probability,  wm  the  caftle  of  Her. 
4mcage.  Among  the  remarkabla  places  in  the  county  of  Liddifdale, 
BcAor  BoMc  mentions  **  the  Caftle  of  Hermitage,  iftw  demoliihcd.*' 
A  great  part  of  the  ancient  caftle  appears  to  have  been  thrown  down,  and 
tbe  aackat  part  of  the  archite^me  is  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  the  mote 
nodcrn.    Biftwp  Elpbjnfton  ineotioDSy  that  Sir  William  Douglas,  Earl 

of 
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aheap  of  ruins.  Within  a  few  yards  of. the  caftle  art 
the  remains  of  the  ancient  chapel  of  Hermitage  f,  now 
in  ruins,  in  the  middle  of  the  bnrjing  ground  fiill  in  nfe. 
The  foot  is  in  the  wall  of  the  church-jard.  The  caftle  of 
Clintwood,  on  the  farm  of  Flight,  appears  to  have  been  a 
verj  ftrong  building ;  the  fouodationi  and  a  little  part  of 

the 

of  Liddifdale,  beat  tbe  Epf  lifls  oot  of  all  Teviotdale,  and  took  th^  caftle 
of  Hermitage  in  the  year  1340.  In  this  caftle  Sir  Aleiander  Rarafay  of 
Dalboiifie  was  ftanred  to  death  by  the  fame  Sir  W.  Douglas ;  wbr,  fired 
with  jealoufy  bec^nfe  Sir  Alexander  wu  piade  Sheriff  of  Teviotdale* 
farpriff d  him  in  the  churcl)  of  I|awick  when  ^oldiqg  an  aflembly,  carded 
Lim  to  the  caftle,  and  threw  hira  into  a  dungeon  with  hit  borfc*s  f^ml- 
tare.  This  happened  in  J342  *«  Some  yean  ago,  a  mafon  cinploye4  in 
building  a  dike  in  the  Deighboarhood»  had  the  cuiiofity  to  penetrate  into 
a  yault  in  the  eaft  end  of  the  caftle.  Having  made  an  openhig,  be  do* 
fceoded  by  a  ladder  $  and  in  a  vault,  about  8  feet  fquare,  he  fouod  fcvc* 
ral  human  booes  with  a  faddle,  a  bridle,  and  fword ;  he  brought  oot  the 
bridle  and  fword.  The  bit  was  of  an  uncommon  iize ;  the  curb  of  it  \^ 
in  the  polfeffion  of  Walter  Scott,  Cfq;  Advocate.  In  the  dungeon  he 
found  a  great  quantity  of  the  hulks  of  oats.  Report  fays,  the  granary  of 
|he  caftle  was  immediately  above  this  vault,  and  that  Sir  Alexander  fob- 
fifted  for  fome  time  on  what  fell  down  into  the  vaulu  From  tbefe  cir. 
cumftaoces  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  bones  were  thofe  of  that  geo* 
fleman,  and  that  thi^  was  the  vault  into  which  he  was  thrown,  and  ftanred 
%Q  death.  This  caftle  was  alfo  viiited  by  the  ill-fated  Qneen  Mary,  in  the 
year  1561,  on  occafion  of  BothwelPs  being  wounded  by  John  EUiot  in 
Park.  She  came  from,  and  returned  to  Jedburgh  \n  the  fame  day,  not 
only  a  long  journey,  but  over  mountains,  and  tbroutrh  marflies  almoft  im.^ 
paflable.  In  one  of  thofe  marflies,  a  few  mites  from  the  caftle,  her  horib 
^ek  in  the  mofs,  which  ii  ftill  called  tb.-  ^een'i  Mire, 
♦  Miickenvtie's  Uves, 

\  Th«  chapel,  caftle.  and  river  derivt  their  name  from  the  cell  of  % 
hermit,  whp  hf^retired  thither.  He  could  not  have  chofcn  a  more  foU. 
tary  fpot,  nor  one  more  6t  for  iportilication  or  for  contemplation.  Tbey 
give  title  to  the  eldeft  loo  of  the  family  of  Oeloraine.  Lord  Henry  Scoi, 
third  fon  of  Jam^s  Duke  of  Moomovth,  by  Anne  Ducheft  of  Bucdengb* 
>fas  created  Earl  of  Oeloraine,  Vifcoant  hermitage,  x  706  *. 
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the  watt,  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  This  caftle,  from  which  the 
pariQi  derives  its  name,  is  fituated  on  the  upper  |>art  of  the 
glebe,  and  in  former  times  muft  have  been  impregnable  oa 
the  £.  and  N.  Oti  the  £.  it  is  defended  by  a  very  deep 
ravine ;  on  the  N.  by  the  Liddal,  and  a  precipice  of  more 
than  xoo  feet  in  height ;  and  on  the  W.  and  S.  by  two 
ramparts  of  great  ftrepgth,.arid  a  folTe  of  great  depth.  The 
only  peel  houfe  that  reniains  entire  is  Hud(hoafe ;  the 
vault  IS  immenfely  flrong,  and  has  had  double  doors,  boUea 
on  the  infide  *. 

Ca9B/f.— -The  principal  canip  is  on  the  top  of  Carby  Hill. 
This  hill  b  detached  from  all  others,  and  commands  a  view ' 
of  the  whole  conntry,  and  of  all  that  p«Tt  of  Cumberland,  by 
BeefeXaftIc,  \ic^  The  camp  is  entirely  circular,  and  bccii- 
pics  the  whole  fununit  of  the  hill ;  it  is  fortified  by  fi  very 
ftroog  wall  of  ftones,  and  a  road  plainly  appears  to  have 
been  made  up  to  it,  winding  round  a  part  of  the  hill,  and 
eateriDg  it  on  the  fouth.  It  is  about  xoo  feet  diameter. 
In  the  centre  a  fmall  fpace  is  inclofed  with  a  firong  wall^ 
and  round  it  are  8  circles  of  different  fizes  f ,  all  furrounded 
by  a  ftooe  wall,  and  all  of  them  having  had  a  door  or  open- 
ing to  the  eaft.  On  the  fommit  of  the  Side-hill,  and  nearly 
oppofite  to  Carby,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Liddal,  there  U 
another  ftrong  encampment,  nearly  of  a  fquare  form.  It 
ts  300  feet  in  diameter.  The  wall  or  rampart  is  entirely 
of  earth,  and  is  abo.ut  x8  feet  high*    This  camp  has  none 

of 

•  There  were  many  fqaare  totvers  formerly  in  this  coantry,  the  pUce 
of  rrfidcncc  of  the  priocipal  families,  and  all  of  them  places  of  ftrengrth. 
TWy  were  chieflj  on  the  hanks  of  the  river  Liddal,  vi«.  Peel,  HiidC 
boorc,  Pricktnghaugh,  Whitbaogh,  Hillhoufe,  Kiccarton,  Mangerton^ 
Poddhigburn,  \Jc.    Of  theiie  nothing  remain  but  the  foandatiops. 

Set  the  copperplate- 
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of  the  interior  drcles  of  the  former.  O0  the  firm  oC 
Flight,  and  near  to  the  caOk  of  CUntwood,  there  are  two 
camps  at  a  little  difiance  from  each  other ;  the  one  round, 
and  fortified  with  a  ftone  wall  *  about  xoo  feet  diameter  ; 
and  the  other  fqoare,  abont  x68  feet  in  length,  with  tw» 
ramparts  of  earth  f. 

Piffs  fPbrix.— 'There  are  a  great  many  round-abouts  in 
the  pariih,  commonly  called  PiBs  Works.  They  lu-e  all 
circular,  and  ftrongly  fortified  by  a  wall,  compofcd  of  large 
(lones.  They  are  frequently  found,  the  one  at  a  little  di- 
ftance  from,  and  oppofite  to  the  other.  There  are  tw* 
nigh  Heeds-houfe,  two  on  the  fiu'm  of  Shaws,  one  on  Toft- 
holm,  one  on  FouKhiek,  one  on  CocUaw,  one  on  Black- 
bum,  and  one  on  Shortbuttrees  %.  On  the  bxm  of  Mill- 
burn  there  is  a  fmall  circle  codofed  by  9  ftonesi,  which  feems 
to  have  been  a  Druidical  temple.  Tradition  (ays  Lord 
Soules  was  burnt  there.  The  hill  is  called  Nine^Stom  Ridgtm 

Cairns* — There  are  |nany  cairns  )|  in  different  places. 
The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  is  on  the  farm  of  WhifgiUs. 

The 

*  This  year  (1T93)  the  wall  was  carried  awaj  to  build  a  flooe  dike. 
and  at  a  confiderable  depth,  among  fomc  large  (lones,  there  was  found 
the  head  of  fome  weapon,  or  inftrumeat  of  fine  brafs,  4^  inchct  long ; 
the  one  end  is  fitted  to  receive  a  fiiaftor  handle,  the  other  is  widened,  and 
is  formed  and  Iharpened  like  the  ed^e  of  a  hatchet.  The  other  article 
found  has  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  fword  of  mixed  metal,  about  three 
feet  long,  but  was  broken  by  the  workman  before  the  writer  hereof  coold 
get  them  into  his  pofleffion. 

t  A  learned  gentleman  informs  me,  that  a  Roman  legion  wintered  in 
LiddifJale,  cut  down  wood,  and  drained  ouuihes. 

t  The  fVones  of  this  la  ft  were  lately  removed ;  and  on  the  foath  £de 
there  was  found  a  place  10  feet  wide,  and  so  feet  bug,  paved  with  flat 
ilones,  and  indofed  by  othen  on  each  fide,  fet  bo  edge,  withb  which 
there  feemed  to  be  aflies  and  burnt  fticks. 

II  On  the  farm  of  Clengh.head  one  was  removed,  and  an  urn  found  full 
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Tbe  quaotity  of  ftones  is  immenfe,  and  they  are  mofily  of 
a  very  large  iize.    Near  thele,  there  u  a  large  done  fet  on 
end,  aboat  5  feet  high,  called  tbe  Standing  Stone.     This 
caira  is  in  the  middle  of  an  eztenfive  and  deep  mofs.    It 
can  be  approached  on  horf&'back.only  on  one  fide,  and  chat 
with  much  difficulty.    There  is  not  a  (lone  to  be  feen  near 
it— Upon  the  march  between  the  pariflies  of  Caftletown 
and  Canonb  jy  and  upon  very  high  ground  near  to  Tinnis>hiIIt 
there  is  a  cairn  of  great  extent,  and  confifiing  of  free-ilones 
of  great  £ze.     It  is  86  yards  long ;  it  is  noi  poflible  to  ap- 
proach it  on  horfe-back.    The  flones  are  chiefly  of «  fquare 
form,  of  immenfe  weight,  and  what  is  very  remarkable, 
there  is  not  a  ftone  to  be  feen,  nor  a  place  where  ftones  could 
be  found,  within  a  great  diftance  of  the  place.     At  the 
north  end  of  it,  there  are  feveral  large  ftones  fet  on  their 
edges,  forming  a  fquare,  and  covered  over  by  one  ftone. 
Near  to  the  fouth  end  there  is  one  ftanding  perpendicular, 
evidently  fo  placed  by  the  hand  of  man,  7  feet  above  the 
mols,  and   13  feet  in  circumference.    This  was  anciently 
called  the  ftanding  ftone,  and  was  confidered  the  north  boun- 
dary  of  Canonby,  or  the  debateable  land  *.     On  examining 
the  ground  near  it,  I  found  five  other  ftones,  nearly  of  an 
eqoal  fize  with  the  former,  all  inclining  to,  or  lying  on  the 
ground,  formbg  a  circle,  the  diameter  of  which  is  43  yards. 
How  thefe  ftones  were  colleSed,  for  what  purpofe,  or  what 
the  drcle  has  been,  which  is  formed  by  ftones  of  fuch  im- 
menfe weight  and  fize,  I  leave  to  others  to  determine. 

3  Crofs. 

of  aflicj,  which  foon  fell  in  piecci.  In  this  cairn  were  difcovered  a  grctt 
xwahtr  0/  ftones,  formerly  ufed  for  kndckrus  be*r.  or  making  b.r.c)  Sora« 
•mong  thtm  was  a  ftone  crofs,  about  4  feet  long.  Some  other  cairn* 
J.W  been  opcnca.  and  aflics  found  inclofcd  by  4  ftoaci  fet  m  a  f^W* 
form. 
*  Vid.  Hiftory  of  Cnmberhni). 
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Crofs.^-^Ax,  Milnholm  there  a  a  crois  of  one  Hone,  8  feet 
4  inbhes  high,  fct  in  m  bafe  i  foot  8  inches*.  This  is  a 
piece  of  great  antiqiiity.  A  fword  4  feet  long  is  cat  ottt 
on  the  S.  fide  of  the  croist  and  immediatelj  above  leveral 
letters,  as  will  appear  from  the  reprefentation  of  it  in  the 
plate. 

Difadvaniagis.^>T\i^  difadvantages  this  country  labours 
ondet,  from  the  want  of  roads,  are  very  great.  Improve- 
ments to  any  confiderable  extent  can  never  be  carried  on 
,  while  tbefe  are  wanting,  and  the  means  of  improvement 
which  the  country  itfelf  pofleiTcs  are  locked  up  from  uGe. 
The  cottages,  and  moft  of  the  furm-boufies,  are  in  very  bad 
order.  Another  difiulvantage  arifes  fixmi  the  frofls  in 
rpring,  and  the  early  part  of  harvefi,  to  which  the  country 
is  fometimes  expofed,  and  which  prove  chiefly  hurtful  to 
the  potatoes  and  peafe. 

Charaffer.-^The  people  in  general  enjoy,  in  a  reafon« 
able  degree,  the  comforts  of  fociety,  and  are  contented  with 
their  fituation.     They  are  by  no  means  fond  of  a  military 

Ufe. 

*  The  tradition  concerning  it  is  tbis  i-^Ont  of  the  gOYeroors  of  Her- 
miu^e  Caftle.  feme  fay  Lord  Soules,  others  Lord  Douglas,  having  en> 
tertaincd  a  paffion  for  a  young  woman  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifli. 
went  to  her  houfe,  and  was  met  by  her  father,  who,  wiihtng  to  conceal  his 
daughter*  was  inftaotly  killed  by  the  GoYemor.  He  was  Tood  porfued 
by  the  people,  and,  in  eitreme  danger,  took  refuge  with  Armftroag  of 
Mangel  ton,  who  had  influence  enough  to  prevail  on  the  people  to  deflft 
from  the  purfuit,  and  by  this  means  ftved  hit  Ufe.  Seemingly  with  a 
.  view  to  make  a  return  for  this  favour,  but  feCKtly  jealous  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  Armftrong ,  he  invited  him  to  Hermitage  Caftle,  where 
lie  was  bafely  murdered.  Hehiffifelf,  in  his  turn,  was  killed  by  y«r*  of 
tbe  Sih,  of  famous  memory,  and  brother  to  Armflrong.  The  croft  was 
ereaed  in  memory  of  this  tranfaaion,  near  to  Ettleton  church-yard, 
where  he  was  buried,  and  almoU  oppofite  to  MangeftoB. 
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fife.  The  majority  are  of  the  middle  fize,  but  many  of 
them  cofiGderably  above,  and  feveral  under  it.  Notwith- 
fianding  the  want  of  roads,  and  their  great  difiance  from 
church,  (many  of  them  being  8,  and  even  10  miles  difiant), 
they  are  remarkabk  for  their  general  and  conftant  attend- 
ance on  religious  ordinances,  and  exemplary  in  their  con* 
duA  during  the  time  of  divine  fervice.  They  make  an 
excellent  appearance  on  fuch,  and  on  all  other  public  oc« 
cafions  \  they  are  clean  and  well  dreffed,  in  coloured  veils, 
and  cloth  of  Engliih  manufii£hire«  They  are  diftinguifhed 
by  their  hofpitality  and  humanity,  ever  willing  to  contri-^ 
bttte  to  the  relief  of  thole  in  diftreis  *.  Few  law-fuits  have 
occurred  ;  no  punifliments  have  been  inflided ;  and  few  or 
no  traces  of  the  border  or  barbarous  cuftoms  are  now  to  be 
Seen.  It  is  impoi&ble  to  conclude  this  article  without  re- 
marking the  ftriking  contrail  between  the  former  and  the 
present  fituation  of  the  country.  The  inhabitants  feel  the 
happy  change,  and  are  fenfible  of  the  fuperior  bleffings 
they  enjoy.  It  was  formerly  the  fcene  of  fierce  con  ten* 
tion,  of  barbarous  -feuds,  of  pl^nder,  and  of  defolation, 
when  there  was  neither  fecurity  of  property  nor  of  life.  At 
prefent  we  can  only  trace  the  foundations  of  the  ancient 
caftles,  the  ftrong  holds  of  their  fierce  pofleflbrs.  Their  ufe- 
fefs  walls  are  thrown  down,  and  converted  into  (heep  folds, 
and  their  fwords  have  become  rufled  in  their  fcabbards,  or 
have  been  almoft  literally  beaten  into  plough-ihares. 
«*  Every  one  fits  in  peace  under  his  own  vine,  and  his  own 
^  fig  tree,  and  there  is  none  to  make  him  afraid." 

NUM. 

•  Aa  inOiDCC  of  tbi«  very  latelf  occurred :— On  i  day  fet  apart  hy 
the  Synod,  for  tlMokfgiTiD^  for  the  frrourable  harrefl,  it  wu  faggefted 
from  the  palpit,  to  collet  a  fum  for  affifting  in  procoriog  warm  clothing 
10  o«r  hrare  coantfyneo  in  Flanden.  Ne^  Sabbath  they  wera  forward, 
Ucuk  the  higheil  to  the  loweft.  to  contribute  to  thit  hoouDe  purpoTc, 
and  cmbicd  their  minifter  to  traoiiait  a  confiderable  donation  to  the 
toDd  Pnvi>ft  of  Ediabnrgh. 
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NUMBER    IV. 
PARISH    OF    FORGAN, 


(County  ahd  Stnoo  op  Fire,  P&isbtteet  or  Sx 
Andrew's.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  James  Burn,  Mimfier. 


Origin  of  the  Name. 

FORGANr  alias  St  Phillaks,  is  the  name  of  tbe 
'  parifli*  On  the  commanion  cupe,  made  in  the  year 
16521  it  is  fpelkd  Forgon.  The  derivation  of  the  name  is 
nnoertain.  From  fome  cdd  charters  it  would  feem  to  fig* 
aifj  Fore  GroinuL  Indeed,  a  good  part  of  it  has  a  gentle 
defbent  towards- the  ftmth.  The  name,  however,  is  not 
uncommon*  In  Angus-fliire,  there  is  a  parifli  named  Loag^ 
Forgan;  in  the  coitikty  of  Perth,  there  is*  aoofterealled 
Forgan^Denny.  The  other  name,  St  Pbillans^  feems  to 
have  been  derived  from  a  Popifb  fabt  of  that  name,  of 
fome  renown  in  tbe  dajs  of  antiquity.  About  an  £ngliih 
mile  weft  from  the  manfe  is  the  feat  of  Robert  Stewart, 
£fq;  which  bears  the  name  of  5ir  Forjt.  This  was  probably 
in  ancient  tiines  the  dwelling  of  the  faint.    It  Hands  upon 
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%  rifing  ground,  and  might  perhaps  be  then  confidered  as 
1  place  of  ftreogth.  There  is  alfo  towards  the  eaft  of  St 
Foit«  the  Upper  and  Netber  Friartwottf  which,  no  doubt, 
were  formerly  inhabited  hj  Popiih  friars. 

Extern^  Soil  amd  CUmate^'^TYkVi  parifli  is  about  4  Engliih 
miles  in  lei^th,  but  not  above  %  in  breadth.  A  part  of  it 
is  a  firatfa  from  E.  to  W.  the  ground  rifing  gently  on  each 
Bde.  Much  of  it  is  of  a  fouthem  expofure.  Another  part 
of  it  lies  bending  towards  the  N.  on  the  fide  of  the  river 
Taj.  The  foil  is  for  the  moft  part  light,  but  is  rendered 
fertile  by  the  ule  of  lime.  Some  of  it  is  black ;  other  parts 
of  a  mixed  nature.  There  is  little  clay  (oil  in  the  parifli* 
The  climate  is  healthy ;  few  epidemic,  diftempers  prevail 
mncfa  here,  except  the  fever,  which'  now  and  then  proves 
fatal  to  many.  Some  are  now  alive  betwixt  80  and  90 
years  of  age.  One  is  faid  to  be  above  90.  He  lives  on 
the  ground  of  St  Fort  *• 

iUWr,  Ferries^  Coqfi^  Harbours^  Fijb^  Wc— The  river 
Taj  runs  along  the  northern  fide  of  the  pariflu  On  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  is  about  2  miles  in  breadth, 
ftands  the  populous  and  flouriihing  town  of  Dundee. 
There  are  two  ferries  on  this  fide  of  the  river,  Woodhaven 

Vol.  XVI.  M  and 

*  Cotonel  Limliay,  brother  to  Mr  Lindfsy,  who  was  then  proprietor  of 
t^  eftate,  one  dsj  having  met  thb  old  man,  aiked  him,  bow  many  lAtris 
9f  St  F§rt  he  bad  feen  ?  he  anfwered,  he  hid  feen  fix,  and  hoped  he  might 
live  to  iee  the  fevemfh.  What,  faid  the  Colonel,  do  yoa  wifli  to  fee  a 
change  of  the  Laird  ?  I  fuppofe,  faid  the  old  man,  yon  will  have  no  objec- 
tioo  againft  Che  coming  home  of  the  yonng  Laird.  The  proprietor  was  at 
tbattime  Intcly  married.  The  Colonel  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  good 
hmtmt  of  the  old  many  that  he  gave  him  half  a  crown»  which  made 
ktt  very  happy,  as  it  if  more  than  probable  he  had  fcldom  before  been 
poflcfled  of  fo  large  a  fom  at  one  time.  This  man  has  lived  to  fee  another^ 
who  is  iheftvemik  proprietor  of  the  efttte  of  St  Fort. 
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and  Newport,  both  of  wbidi  are  in  this  pariflu  Ther^  is  a 
number  of  boats  employed,  fome  of  a  larger,  others  of  a 
lefler  fize,  fome  of  which,  when  the  weather  permits,  cro& 
at  all  tides.  The  tide  is  about  half  an  hour  later  here  than 
at  Leith.  Thefe  ferries  were  much  more  frequented  before 
the  bridge  was  built  over  the  Tay  at  Perth,  than  they  have 
been  fincc.  Some  of  the  ferrymen  are  fober  and  difcrcet ; 
others  of  them  borrow  the  language  and  behaviour  of  thofe 
who  frequent  the  p^iflage,  efpecially  of  fuch  whom  they 
look  on  as  their  fuperiors  in  rank  and  ftation.  How  much 
is  it  to  be  regretted,  that  from  fo  many  of  thefe  they  often 
learn  to  be  rude  and  profane.  The  coaff  extends  along 
the  north  fide  of  the  parifii.  It  is  for  the  moft  part  rocky. 
The  harbours  at  Woodhaven  and  Newport  are  very  incon- 
fiderable,  fit  only  for  their  boats,  and  a  few  floops,  which 
are  fometimes  employed  in  importing  coals,  and  exporting 
corn,  pn  the  banks  of  the  river  there  are  feveral  lalmon 
fifliings*,  fome  of  which  have  of  late  increafed,in  value. 
They  are  for  the  moft  part  carried  on  by  means  of  what  is 
called  a  Tair.  But  by  fome,  the  long  net  with  a  boat  is 
made  ufe  of.  The  falmon  are  fometimes  difpofed  of  at  the 
rate  of  4  d.  and  even  6  d.  per  lb.  to  the  people  of  Penh, 
who  export  them  to  London,  and  (ell  them  at  high  prices*. 
By  others  they  are  fent  to  the  neighbouring  towns 
of  Dundee  and  Cupar  in  Fife,  difiant  about  6  computed 
pixies. 

Cubivatim. 

*  A  procefs  before  the  Court  of  Seffion  was  lately  commenced  refpcdlin^ 
one  of  thefe,  a^d  moft  keenly  agitated  on  both  (Ides.  SeTcral  hundred 
^ands  were  expended  by  each  of  the  contending  partiei,  one  of  whom, 
the  ReT.  Or  DalglctOi  of  Scotfcraig,  not  only  preYailed,  but  obtained  hil 
expeaces. 
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Cmttivation. — ^The  improvement  of  the  ground  has,  oF 
lite  years,  made  c6n(iderable  progrefs,  chieflj  firom  the  ule 
of  lime,  which,  on  our  light  and  dry  foil,  has  the  moft  hap- 
pj  ejSe£b.    The  lime  is  driven  in  carts  from  the  diftance  of 
8  or  lo-  computed  miles ;  fome  of  the  tenants  bring  it  from 
Northumberland  bj  fea.     Their  crops  are  by  it  enriched 
when  the  feafon  is  not  too  dr j.   Some  lands  that  are  niarfhj 
have  of  late  been  greatly  meliorated  by  draining.    Robert 
Stewart,  Efq;  of  St  Fort,  who  is  very  aftive  and  iodu^ 
firious,   befides  other  improvements  which  he  has  made, 
has  drained  a  piece  of  ground,  which,  during  the  winter, 
was  almoft  covered  with  water.     It  was  fit  for  nothing  but 
feeding  a  few  young  cattle  in  fummer ;  and,  though  con- 
filling  of  52  acres,   was  fometimes  let  for  about  L«5  or 
L.  6.     It  b  more  than  probable,  that  in  a  few  years  it  will 
fet  for  upwards  of  L.  50  Sterling.     What  a  bleiBng  is  it  to 
the  country,  when  proprietors  of  land,^  inftead  of  debauch* 
ing  their  neighbours  by  examples  of  intemperance,  fet  them 
patterns  of  activity  and  honefl  induftry!    How  is  the  blelT- 
ing  enhanced,  when,  by  their  example,  the  people  under 
them  are  led  to  fear  God,  and  to  reverence  his  fan&uary  ! 
The  negled  of  thi»  feldom  faib  to  ruin  the  morals  of  the 
people,  and  to  deftroj  their  induftry* 

f  reduce. — The  farmers  ndfe  a  pretty  large  quantity  of 
wheat,  although  it  is  reckoned  to  fcourge  the  ground  ;  but 
thej  are  tempted  to  prefer  this  crop  by  the  high  prices, 
which  are  generally  from  L.  x  to  L«  x,  5  s.  per  boll.  It  is 
ffleaforcd  with  the  fmall  firlot,  which  is  a  great  deal  le& 
than  that  ufed  for  oats  and  barley.  They  ccnmmonly  have 
good  crops  of  barley,  and  generally  get  a  good  price,  from 
15  s.  to  1 8  s.  Sterling  ^^  boU.  Thej  have  alfo  tolerabte 
crops  of  oati  and  peafe.    The  oat^  ieU  at  from  X2  s.  to  14  si 
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per  bdL  Peaft  are  by  no  means  a  lucratiye  crop*  but  the  j 
ferve  to  meliorate  the  ground  when  the  crop  is  rank,  and 
theilrawis  earceUent  fiodder  for  hories.  It  is  chiefljoa 
thefe  accounts  that  the  Carmeis  continue  to  fow  them,  for 
the  price  of  peafe  is  generally  low,  and  their  returns  rerjr 
inconfideraUe.  The  foil  is  very  much  adapted  to  the  cul- 
ture of  turnips ;  of  thefe  they  raife  good  crops,  with  which^ 
during  the  winter,  they  feed  their  cows  and  cattle,  fome  of 
which  they  fatten  for  daughter,  and  for  which  they  (bme« 
times  draw  good  prices.  They  have  alfo  good  crops  of 
potatoes,  from  the  light  and  dry  foil.  Thefe  yield  a  bio* 
tary  fupport  to  the  poor  people,  when  they  do  not  ufe  them 
to  ezcefs.  To  this,  however,  they  are  ilrongly  tempted* 
when  the  meal  is  high  priced.  On  fuch  occafions  they  feed  . 
upon  them  tbrice  a  day^  by  which  their  health  is  fometimes 
hurt.  With  the  refufe,  and  the  fmaller  potatoes,  diey  com- 
monly feed  fwine,  which  they  fait  up  for  winter  provifioa. 
This  pradice  is  become  fo  conmion  of  late,  that  the  price 
of  ft  young  pig  of  a  few  weeks  old  is  generally  7  s. 

J?m/f.-— Their  rents  are  from  L.  xoo  to  L.  400  per  tm^ 
nwn^  and  upwards.  The  tenants  are  all  in  eafy  circum- 
fiances,  and  fome  of  them  are  opulent.  All  of  them  are 
fober,  adive,  and  indoftrious.  Thofe  of  them  that  have 
lately  got  new  tacks  pay  double,  and  fome  almoft  triple 
their  old  rents.  Several  of  the  tenants  have  fubfet  fome 
acres  of  their  ground,  ly  tog  at  a  diftaoce  from  the  farm 
houfes.  They  who  enjoy  thefe  fmall  pofTeflions  are  called 
Ptndtckrs.  Some  of  them  have  10  or  12  acres^fome  more» 
fome  lefe. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  parilh  in  Scotch  money 

is,  -  -  .  ,  L-SHS    5     7 

The  real  tent,  in  Sterling,  is  fuppofed  to  be 

about,  ...  L.  2873    o    o 

Black 
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Black  Caiile, — Of  thefe  a  confideraUe  number  is  an- 
DuaUy  reared.  Till  of  late  years,  they  were  employed 
in  drawing  the  plough,  but  they  are  now  (eldom  or  never 
ufed.  Inftcad  of  two  horfes  and  two  oxen  in  the  plough* 
which  rc(}^uired  a  man  fervent  and  a  hoy  to  drive  them,  two 
horfes  only  are  ufed,  and  one  man  manages  both  them  and 
the  plough  at  the  fame  time.  Thb  is  a  confiderable  faviag 
to  the  farmer,  now  when  the  wages  are  fo  high  ;  and  as  tho 
horfe  plough  moves  quicker,  more  ground  is  ploughed  in 
the  fame  time.  It  is  the  new  plough  that  is  ufed  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

Sleep. — Several  flocks  of  thefe  were  formerly  in  the  pa- 
rifli ;  now  there  is  but  one.  The  tenants  found  the  ibeep 
very  hurtful  to  their  fown  gra&,  which,  in  the  winter,  they 
tore  up  by  the  roots.  Their  Sbeep  Walts  are  now,  by 
means  of  lime,  turned  into  good  corn-fields,  which  th;y  find 
to  be  more  profitable.  They  may,  however,  at  length  be 
compelled  to  return  to  their  former  pradice  of  feeding 
iocks  of  iheep,  to  meliorate  thofe  fields  which  are  at  too 
great  a  diilance  for  driving  dung  to  them  ;  when  the  ftrength 
of  the  lime  is  fpent,  and  they  become  unfit  for  producing 
crops  of  com,  the  tedding  of  the  (beep  may  be  found  nece(- 
fary  to  recruit  thefe  fields. 

Afiivra/r.^-There  is  abundance  of  rock,  fome  of  a  more 
hard,  fome  of  a  fofter  nature.  The  firfi  is  very  proper  for 
common  buildings,  the  latter  for  the  making  of  roads ;  to 
Improve  which  there  is  (uch  an  uncommon  fpirit  now  hap- 
pilj  prevailing  in  this  part  of  the  nation.  There  is  alfo 
much  channel,  well  adapted  to  the  fame  purpofe.  But  there 
is  no  free  (tone ;  this  is  brought  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
Tay  in  boats,  from  a  noted  quarry  in  Angus-ihire,  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  Millfield  Quarry. 

3  ^«'^* 
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Fui/.^^Thcre  were  formerlj  fome  p^ats  dog  oat  of  the 

mofles  in  the  parifh  i  but  the  proprietors  have  prohibited  this 

praftice  for  many  years  pafl.    There  are  fome  rnnirs  that 

abound  with  ivhins ;  from  thefe  the  poor  people  get  a  part 

of  their  fuel*     Coals  are  both  icarce  and  high  priced.    The 

land  coal  is  driven  from  the  difiance  of  8  or  zo  computed 

miles.    A  quantity  fuch  as  two  horiVs  can  conveniently 

draw,  cofts  about  7  s.  6  d,;  an  equal  quantity,  or  rather 

larger,  but  of  a  much  better  quality,  brought  from  Alloa 

and  other  places  by  fiea,  w31  cofi  12  s.  weighing  about  iii 

fione  weight.     This  makes  the  fuel  coftly  to  the  poor, 

many  of  whom,  dun'ng  the  cold  of  wbter,  aggravated  to 

them  by  their  meagre  diet,  are  not  a  little  injured  by  the 

want  of  it.     But  amidft  all  their  ftraits,  it  is  truly  plea£uit 

to  fee  them  pofleiBng  that  cheerfulnefs  and  contentment 

tvhich  Qiriilianity  is  fo  much  fitted  to  mfpire. 

P#/if£t//oii.— The  population  is  on  the  increafe.  Several 
ftus  have  been  made  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tay,  and 
feveral  new  buildings  have  been  of  late  ereded  on  them. 
The  number  of  examinable  perfons  in  the  pari(h  at  prefent 
(1793)  is  about  ...  yoo 

Allowing  the  ufual  proportion  of  ^  for  children,  175 

The  total  number  of  fouls  may  be  dated  at  875 

The  return  to  Dr  Webfler,  in  1755,  was  only  751 

The  increafe  fince  that  period  is  therefore  not  kfr  than  124 
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dLi^  ^Marriages,  Baptisms,  and  Burials, ybr  x% 
ytars^  txtroBedfrom  ibt  Parijb  Records  ofForgan. 


1 

Mairiagcj. 

Baptifmt. 

Buriab. 

1780, 

- 

5 

as 

- 

«5 

1781, 

- 

9 

14 

- 

8 

1781, 

- 

1 

19 

- 

39 

1783. 

- 

7 

19 

- 

>3 

1784, 

«• 

i» 

n 

• 

31 

1785. 

- 

>J 

»4 

.- 

X7 

1786, 

- 

5 

16 

- 

35 

»787. 

- 

9 

16 

- 

«7 

1788, 

- 

5 

43 

-    • 

8 

1789, 

- 

10 

31 

- 

10 

Total,  84  •       ao2  -  173 

ProUfic  Births. — In  the  fpace  of  4  or  5  years,  twins  have 
been  born  at  four  fcveral  births.  Since  I  came  to  the  pa- 
rib,  one  of  the  boatmen's  wives  was  at  one  birth  delivered 
of  three  fine  children.  They  all  lived  till  they  were  wean* 
ed,  and  two  of  them  arrived  at  manhood, 

COKDITIONS  AND  PROFESSIONS, 

No.  of  Heritors,  refident,  .  7  No.  of  tailors,        .  S 

"           Ditto  non-refident,  4             ■    flioe-makers,  3 

— —  Minifter,        -  x  ■            wrights,  3 

■  fchool-maiier,  x               ■'  mafons,  4 
'            tenants,          -  9  ■■  ■          weavers,  X4 

■  pendiclers,  or  fub-  — ^^ —  poor  on  the  roll,  6 
tenanu,              -            x6 

FiUagfSf  Occupaiions  ofWomtn^  W<r.— There  arc  feveral 
Yilla|es  in  the  parilh.    The  female  inhabitants  are  gene- 

rally 
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ntllj  emplojed  in  ginning  coarfe  yarn^  of  which  a  kbd  t>f 
cloth  is  made  that  gets  the  name  of  OJnahurgh.     Of  this 
the  merchants  in  Dundee  export  large  quantities ;  but  in 
this,  as  in  moft  other  manufadures,  there  is  a  verj  great 
ftagnation  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prelent  war. 
They  got  i  s.  6  d.  for  ipinning  a  fpindle  of  thb  yam ;  but 
fince  the  war  it  has  been  fo  low  as  i  s.  and  fometimcs  xo  d. 
While  the  encouragement  for  fpinning  was  high,  it  was 
fometimes  difficult  for  the  tenants,  and  others,  to  get  maid 
fervaiHB.     But  though  their  gain  was  confiderable,  yet  the 
conftahl  fitting  at  the  wheel,  and  the  immoderate  wade  of 
Jaliva^  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  their  health.     Many 
of  thefe  people  aie  employed  in  cntting  down  the  corns  in 
harvell.    During  this  feafon  they  are  uncommonly  chear- 
ful  and  healthy  \  but  as  this  exercife  in  the  field  is  an  ex- 
treme  entirely  oppofite  to  the  fedentary  life  they  gene- 
rally lead  through  the  reft  of  the  year,  difagreeable  efie£b 
are  fometimes  felt  after  the  harveft ;  however,   tlie  dan- 
ger of  this  is  not  a  little  abated  by  their  prcfent  man- 
ner of  living  during  this  feafon,  which  is  upon  oat  bread 
and  ale,  which,  when  freOi  and  good,  is  a  moft  wholefoma 
diet.  How  much  preferable  to  that  which  was  ufcd  fome  years 
a|;o,  trfss.  fait  meat  and  fait  broth,  and  fometimes,  it  is  laid, 
milk  and  fait  herring  ?    This,  with  their  excefliYe  labour, 
could  not  fail  to  excite  a  moft  painful  thirft ;  to  quench 
which,  as  foon  as  they  came  to  the  Lantts  End^  as  they  call 
it,  they  went  in  queft  of  cold  Water  ;  of  which,  when  within 
their  reach,  having  uken  a  plentiful  fliare,  they  fat  down 
to  reft,  without  reflefting  on  the  danger  they  were  in,  which 
it  is  faid,  has  in  fome  inftances  proved  fatal. 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provifions.'-^A  mafon  commonly 
gets  I  s.  a  day  ;  a  carpenter,  or  common  wright,  the  (ame, 
fometimes  rather  more;  a  tailor,  8d. ;  a  weaver  gets  fo 

much 
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mocfa  a  yard,  fometimes  morey  fometimes  lefi,  A  common 
laboorer,  when  be  works  by  the  piece,  will  fometimes  earn 
I  s.  6  d.  or  1 8.  8  d.  a-dny ;  maid  fiervants  get  ^bout  L.  3  Ster* 
ling  a-year ;  men  lervants  get  from  L.  6  to  L.  10  Sterling  \ 
the  men  fliearing  in  harveft  get  i  s.  per  day  \  /the  women 
10  d. :  bnt  the  generality  of  them  are  hired  for  a  certain 
fern  during  the  harveft  ;  the  men  from  L.  i,  i  s.  to  L.  E, 
5  s.  and  a  lippte  of  lintficed ;  the  women  16  s.  or  17  s.  anda 
Uppie  of  ditto,  fometimes  half  a  peck.— The  bed  beef  is  for 
the  moft  part  4  d.  per  lb.  (jl6  ounces) ;  the  mutton  fells 
nfually  at  the  iame  rate ;  the  veal,  early  in  the  feafon,  feUs 
at 6 d.^ lb.  when  plenty  at  4d.  fometimes  at  3d.;  a 
hen  I  s. ;  a  goofe  at  3  s. ;  eggs  4  d.  per  dozen  ;  rabbits, 
when  ikinnedy  fell  at  $  d.  per  pair ;  their  ikins  fell  from  7  s. 
to  9s.  or  xo  8.  per  dozen  \  cheefe  at  5,8.  per  flone  \  pigeons 
at  5  d.  the  pair.  Within  thefe  20  years,  or  eren  lefi,  pro- 
▼ifions  are  almoft  doubled  in  their  price. 

C&vrci&^— The  King  is  the  patron.  The  prefent  incum- 
bent, Mr  James  Burn  *,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  pre- 
lentee  in  Scotland  of  his  prefent  Majefty  King  George 
the  IIL  having  been  admitted  to  this  parifb  in  May  Z76i. 
He  has  a  ftipend,  communibus  annis^  about  L«  80  Sterling, 
befides  a  manfe  and  glebe  of  about  6  acres^  An  augmen- 
tation of  ftipend  is  in  procels.  The  church  and  n^anfe  were 
repaired  in  1771. 

Religiotts 

•  HIi  predeceflbrt  were  Meflrs  Wedderbur^  NAira,  Roflell,  Geltetljr, 
and  Beat :  tod  it  is  renurkable,  that  they  were  all  miniftert  of  this  pari/h 
Ut  mach  the  faoie  fpace  of  time,  about  23  or  X4'jears,  and  that  all  of 
then,  &Te  ooe,  were  tranilatcd  to  other  pariftsef .  The  prefent  incam* 
bent  bad  it  in  his  choice  oftener  than  once  to  have  followed  their  e]ca% 
^e^  bvc  pii«ferred  his  prefent  fituation. 
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RtUgimu  ^«5/.— There  are  not  nwuiy  DiiTeotexs  in  the 
^ilh ;  ooly  two  Epilcopalians,  and  a  few  Antiborghcr 
Seceders,  moft  of  whom  had  left  the  EOablilbed  Choroh 
before  the  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled  here.  Some  of 
them  left  the  Secefiion,  and  caine  to  the  parilh  ^nicb  % 
Imt  when  the  new  mode  of  finging  without  reading  the 
line  was  introduced,  they  again  withdrew,  and  carried  two 
or  three  iiidividnala  along  with  them.  They  are  foher  and 
induftriousy'not  at  all  fo  bigotted  as  are  many  of  that  iA% 
,  they  are  very  ufeful  members  of  ibci^ty. 

Poor. — There  af  e  no  begging  poor  belonging  to  the  pa- 
riiby  but  many  fuch  from  Perth  and  other  places.  By 
thefe,  and  travelling  tinkers,  this  part  of  the  country  is  not 
a  little  opprefiied.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  each  parifii. 
does  not  take  care  of  its  own  poor,  and  hinder  them  from 
travelling  a^broad  to  other  pariihes.  Befides  the  number 
of  peniioners  on  the  poors  roll,  which  fometimes  does  not 
exceed  4,  there  are  not  a  few  who  obtain  a  temporary  fup- 
ply  of  10  s.  15  s.  or  L.  1 9  at  a  time  whep  ficknels  is  in  the 
family,  or  the  head  of  it  unable  to  work.  Parents  who  are 
not  able  to  pay  for  the  education  of  their  children,  have 
them  educated  upon  the  poors  funds,  which  are  made  up 
from  the  weekly  coUedions  on  Sabbath,  to  which  the  fiea- 
faring  people,  of  all  others,  contribute  moft  liberally.  The 
annual  amount  of  the  coUedions  is  above  L.  14  Sterling. 
A  farmer  in  the  parilh,  at  bis  death,  fome  few  years  ago, 
left  a  legacy  of  L.  20  Sterling.  Thb  made  a  confiderable 
addition  to  the  fund,  which  has  been  more  than  doubled 
within  thefe  30  years.  It  is  managed  by  the  kirk^leffion 
with  care  and  attention,  without  the  leaft  expence  to  the 
fund. 

CharaeiiT. 


CbaraSer* — ^They  sure  generallj  fober  and  induftrious. 
A  few  years  ago  a  fpirit  of  (muggling  too  much  prevailed 
in  this  comer,  than  which  oothifag  is  more  ruinous  to  the 
health  and  morals  of  thofe  who  are  addided  to  it  *•  There 
is  reafon  to  believe  that  little  or  no  gain  was  made  by  that 
moft  mifchievotts  traffic,  of  the  effeds  of  which  the  mini- 
fier,  from  time  to  time,  did  not  fail  to  remind  them  from 
the  polptt.  .This  ruinous  traffic  is  now  nearly  annihilated 
among  ns  *,  and  happy  were  it  for  the  nation  that  the  temp- 
tations to  it  were  lefs.  frequent  and  powerful  than  they 
fometimes  are.  None  of  the  people  of  this  parifli  have 
been  the  fobjeft  of  a  criminal  proceis,  nor  have  any  of  them 
emigrated. 


NUM.^ 


e  One  yomig  man,  a  tenant  in  the  parUh,  was  moft  vnbappilj  ad<liAed  to 
it;  in  a  few  jean  he  liart  many  others,  and  mined  himfelf.  The  laft  time 
be  called  at  the  manle,  he  ezprefled  hii  wiOi  thaj  he  had  followed  the  advice 
the  miniiler  had  often  gfven  him.— -Had  he  done  this,  he  had  probably  fac- 
cccded  is  a  tcasnt,  and  efcaped  thoCe  mirerie«  which,  by  fmugglin;,  he  on* 
happily  bToof  ht  npon  himfelf.  He  lay  in  a  piifon  for  feveral  montht,  reduced 
to  great  indigence.  This  is  mentioned  as  a  warning  to  others,  who  by 
Cnnggling  hope  to  be  nude  rich,  bat  are  far  more  likely  to  become 
mined,  and  to  totaU  mifery  and  mifchtef  on  (hemfelves  and  others. 
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NUMBER  V. 
PARISH  OF  KILLEARN, 


(CovMTt    or   STiRLrKO,  Stnod  of  Glasgow  a9B^ 
Ayr,  Presbttert  or  Dukbartok.) 


By  tit  Rev.  Mr  TtsYVH  Ub:e,  M.  A.  Miaijer,  Giajgow. 


Situation  and  Extent. 

THE  pariih  of  KiUearn  forms  tfic  wcfljbm  eztmnity  of 
the  Strath  of  Blane.  This  beautiful  valley  exhibits 
a  landfcape,  replete  ivitli  a  great  variety  sf  ftriking  objeds. 
It  is  ikirted  by  two  ridgea  of  failbf  fome  of  whieh  are  of 
confiderable  height.  The  fore  grouiid  is  enriched  by  the 
water  of  Blane,  meandring  through  fertile  pafttirea  and  well 
cultivated  fields ;  whil'fi  the  diverfified  profpefi»  extending 
over  the  pariflies  of  Killeanii  Drymen,  Kilmaronock, 
Buchanan,  ISo.  comprehends  Lochlomond,  Benlbmond, 
fienliddie,  the  Grampian  Hills,  He.  lie.  and  at  length 
is  loft  among  the  far  diftant  mountains  of  Argyle 
and  Perthlhire,  mingling  their  azure-coloured  fiimmit» 
with  die  clouds.  Vail  mafles  of  bafaltic  pillars,  exhibiting 
extenfive  colonnades,  arranged  in  almoll  every  poiQble  di^. 

re&ion^ 
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feftiooy  come  into  view  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  limpid 
ftream,  forming  a  delightful  cafcade,  on  the  other.  Here  a 
verdant  wood,  in  variegated  windings,  Ikirts  the  fides  of 
the  hills  \  and  there  a  deep  glen,  hollowed  out  by  the  work 
of  many  ages,  lays  open  to  view  not  a  fmall  part  of  the 
bowels  of  the  earth.  In  one  point  of  light  may  be  feen  the 
roins  of  an  ancient  calUe  *,  once  the  well  fortified  habitat 
don  of  a  rich  and  powerful  family ;  and  in  another,  a  nu- 
mcroos  flock,  fcattered  like  Inbwy  fpecks  on  the  verdant 
declivities  of  the  mountains.  Few  places  in  Scotland  af* 
ferd  a  greater  diverfity  of  the  grand  and  pifturefijue  fcenes 
of  nature,  grouped  together  in  fuch  pleafing  varieties. 
This  pariih  is  bounded  by  the  pariflies  of  Strathblane  and 
Campfie,  on  the  S.  £.  -,  by  New  and  Old  Kilpatricks,  oa 
the  S.  and  S.  W. ;  Drymen  and  Duqabarton,  on  the  W. ; 
Balfrone,  on  the  N.  \  and  Fintrie,  on  the  £.  It  is  by  com* 
pntation  about  la  miles  in  length,  from  N.  £•  to  S.  W. 
and  %X9  SLt  an  average,  in  breadth. 

Population^^^t  is  inhabited  by  206  families,  56  of  whom 
live  in  the  village  of  Killeam,  which  contains  223  perfoos. 
The  150  families  refiding  in  the  country,  reckoning  five 
individuals  to  each,  wiU  include  750  inhabitants,  making 
in  whole  973  ibuls.  The  population  in  the  year  1755  was 
959.  Soon  after  this  time  it  greatly  decreafed,  owin^ 
chiefly  to  the  demolition  of  cottages,  to  each  of  which  was 
commonly  annexed  a  paffle  of  two  or  three  acres  of  land. 
Lately,  however,  from;the  rapid  advance  of  trade,  the  popu- 
lation has  been  greatly  on  the  increafe.  By  the  following 
table  of  births,  as  they  ftand  inrolled  in  the  parochial  re- 
corday  it  vrill  appear  that  the  prefent  population  is  not  fo 
peat  as  at  a  century  ago# 

Table 

*  Dootrettb,  the  propertf  of  Sir  Archibald  Edmonftone*  of  DuAtrt^th, 
Btrooct. 
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Taue 

or  Births. 

Dates. 

Binhi.. 

Dates. 

Births. 

i695» 

-'        37 

1740, 

-          30 

1696, 

-        3* 

1760, 

XX 

1697, 

22 

1780, 

16 

1698,  • 

-        47 

"79°. 

10 

x7oo» 

-        35 

i79«. 

25 

1710, 

-        30 

1792, 

^7 

GetUleiHens  Seats,  ^r.-^  Aboat  a  mile  and  a  half  foitth  of 
^  the  village  is  the  Pkice  ofKiUeam^  ancieotly  the  feat  of  a 
cadet  of  the  Montrofe  family,  but  lately  of  Roheri  Seoti  of 
KiUeatfty  Efji  and  now  the  property  of  ibe  Rigbi  Hon. 
yames  Mmtgomery^  Lord  Cbitf  Baron  for  Scotland.  The 
prefent  edifice,  which  is  far  from  being  large,  was  built  in 
the  year  1688.  Numerous  plantations,  regularly  difpofed 
in  form  of  clumps,  belts,  and  wildemefles,  beautify  and 
{helter  an  extenii ve  traft  of  pleaTure  ground  round  the^honfe^ 

Croy,  iituated  about  a  mile  from  Killearn  place,  received 
the  greeted  part  of  its  prefent  improrements,  about  30 
yeirs  ago,  from  its  then  proprietorr  Robert  Muirhead,  EJq; 
mercbant^  Glajgow,  About  50  acres  around  the  manfion- 
houfe  are  l»id  out  in  planting,  difpofed  in  the  mod  advanta- 
geous manner  for  (belter  and  ornament.  Amongit  the  na- 
tural beauties  of  Croy  may  be  mentioned  Dualt  glen.  The 
fides  of  this  delightful  recefs  are  very.  fteep,and,  for  a  long 
courfe,  exhibit  a  great  variety  of  trees  and  (hrubs,  grouped 
together  in  almoft  every  conceivable  form,  whilft  the  under 
herbage  difplays  not  a  few  rare  indigenous  plants  in  great 
perfedion.  Foot  paths,  cut  out  alongft  the  windings  of  the 
banks,  command,  in  various  points  of  light,  many  beauti- 
fully diveriified  profpe£b.  The  head  of  the  glen  is  ter- 
minated by  a  freeilone  rock,  nearly  perpendicular,  about 

60 
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60  feet  in  height,  over  which  the  rivulet  of  Duait^  fallmg 
precipitately  into  a  deep  Linn,  forms  a  delightful  cafcade, 
which  adds  not  a  little  to  the  grandeur  and  fglemnity  of 
the  fccne.     About  half  a  mile  from  Dualt  glen,  and  in  the 
eftate  of  Croj,  is  AJhdovj^  which  exhibits  a  fcenery  in  many 
re^eds  peculiarly  linking.     It  confifb  of  a  high  rock,  over 
which  the  water  of  Carnock  precipitately  falb,  and*  by  the 
work  of  many  ages,  has  cut  out  for  itfelf  a  deep  and  windr 
ing  paflage.    The  proje&ing  rocks,  on  both  fides  the  water, 
are  wild  beyond  defcription.     Nearly  meeting  at  the  top, 
in  (bme  places,  they  widen  below  into  beautiful  curva* 
tores,  naturally  hollowed  out  in  various  dire&ions.    The 
romantic  appearance  of  the  rocks  is  fetpff  to  advantage  by 
trees  and  ihrubs  hanging,  in  great, profufion^  qver  the  clefts. 
The   rivulet  daihing  over  the    precipice,  and  rumbling 
through  the  deep- worn  channel  \  the  united  harmony  of  a 
g^at  variety  of  the  feathered  tribe  \  and  the  dark  (bade, 
which  perpetually  refis  upon  a  great  part  of  this  pidurefque  . 
fcenery,  confpire  to  fill  the  mind  of  the  beholder  with  the 
moll  pleafing  ideas  of  the  grand,  the  delightful,  and  the 
iblemn.     The  eftate  of  Croy,  now  the  property  of  Wiliiam 
Rkbardfon  of  Croy  ^  Efq;  Profejfor  of  Humanity  in  the  Uair 
verfity  ofGlaJgow^  is  receiving  daily  improvements. 

BaUikinraittf  the  property  and  fummer  refidence  of  Ro^ 
ieri  Uunmore  of  BaUindalocb^  £fq;  occupies  one  of  tlie  pioft 
plea(ant  fituations  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  man- 
fionhoufe,  which  is  of  a  modem  conftrudion,  is  by  far  the 
moft  elegant  and  commodious  dweiling-houfe  in  the  parifli. 
The  efbtte,  before  it  came  by  marriage  into  Mr  Dunmore's 
|M>fleflioo,  belonged  for  feveral  centuries  to  the  Hafurs  of 
BaUiiinratn.  The  laft  proprietor,  John  Napier  of  Balli« 
kinrain,  £fq;  was  the fxteenti  of  the  name  and  family  of 
Napier,  who,  in  fuccelEon,  poflefied  the  eftate.  It  is  now 
•nrichcd  with  many  agricultural  unprovemeats,  efpeclally 

inclofures 
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inclofures  and  |>kiiting,  iffliich  are  highly  omamdital  w 
well  as  profitable* 

On  the  eftate  oiBatglafSf  likewife  the  property  of  Bfr 
Danmore,  and  adjoining  to  Ballikinrain,  is  a  hrge  dweUing- 
houfe  or  callley  of  an  antiquated  conftrodioo.  It  is  re- 
ported that  this  place  was  anciently  well  fbrdfied,  and  that 
Sir  WiUiam  Wallace  ofKlerflie^  the  brave  defender  of  bis 
eoontry,  once  found  it  a  fafe  retreat  in  time  of  danger. 
This  place  is  rendered  confpicuons  by  the  Corries  or  Currus 
9^Balglafi.  They  are  femicircular  excavations,  naturally 
hollowed  out  in  the  weftem  extremity  of  that  ridge  of  hiUs, 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Campfie  and  Strath- 
Uane  Fells.  Some  of  the  Corries  are  very  fpacions,  being 
tnore  than  a  mile  diameter.  In  fevend  places  they  beau?- 
tifuUy  exhibit  the  various  mineral  ftrata,  of  ^hsph  the 
mountains  are  cpmpofed. 

At  no  great  diftance  from  Ballikinrain  are  BaljpAam 
(vulgariy  Bohan)  and  Carbeib  ;  the  former,  hdongtng  to 
Thomas  Bmcbatian  o/Balquban^  Efq;  and  the  latter  to  Jobm 
Buchanan  of  Carbeib^  Efq.  Around  the  manfion-houfes 
on  both  efiates  ^re  plantations  and  inclofures  to  a  confider- 
able  extent. 

No  fpot  in  the  parilh)  or  perhaps  in  Scotland,  has  a  bet- 
ter claim  to  the  attention  of  the  public,  than  the  indifput* 
able  birth-place^  of  Geoxge  Buchakak,  the  celebrated 
poet  and  hiilorian.  That  great  man,  whofe  name  is  de« 
fervedly  famous  through  Europe,  was  bom  at  a  place 
called  the  Mofi^  a  fmaU  fiirn^-houfe  on  the  bank  of  the 
water  of  Blane,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  village  of 
Killeam.  The  farm  was  the  property  of  George  Bucha- 
nan's father,  and  was  for  a  long  time  poiTefled  by  the  name 
of  Buchanan.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr  William  Fin« 
lay  of  Mois,  and  hold?  of  the  £(tmily  of  Drummikill,  from 

whic^ 
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which  Gcorge^s  aticefiors  defcended.  The  place  is  called 
the  Afq/},  becaafe  it  is  fituated  in  the  vicinity  of  a  peat- 
mo&,  which  is  part  of  the  farm.  The  dwelling-h'oufe,  con« 
fidered  as  a  building,  is  very  far  from  being  confpicuous ; 
although  it  is  no  worfe,  and  probably  never  was  worfe  than 
the  ordinary  iarm-hoofes  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Its 
appearance  of  meannels  arifes  from  its  being  very  low,  and 
covered  with  ftraw  thatch.  Part  of  it,  however,  has  been 
rebuilt,  fince  th6  yeaf  150S,  when  George  was  born.  Mr 
Finlay  is  highly  to  be  commended  for  prefervlng,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  ancient  conftruAion 'and  appe^fance  of  this 
&r  lamed  and  much  honoured  houfe.  The  molt  fuperb 
edifice  would  fink  into  oblivion,  when  compared  With  the 
humble  birth-place  of  George  Buchanan.  Long  inay  the 
Mof$  ofKUkam  afford  mankind  a  flxiking  proof  thdt  the 
Genius  of  learning  does  riot  always  prefer  tlic  lofty  abodes 
of  the  great  and  powerful;  It  muft,  however,  Be  remarked, 
that  the  parents  of  Buchanan,  although  not  very  opnhnt, 
yet  were  not  in  abjed  br  indigent  circuihftances.  The 
&rm,  which  confifts  of  a  frtough  of  land,  was  able,  by  the 
aid  of  induftry  and  cecoriomy,  to  keep  them  eafy.  A  place 
in  the  neighbonrhood  fe,  to  this  day,  called  Heriot's  Shiels^ 
£>  denominated  from  Buchanan's  mother,  whofe  name  was 
Agnes  Heriot,  and  who  flrft  ufed  that  place  for  the  Ihield* 
ing  of  ifaeep.  It  is  reported,  that  he  received  the  firft  ru- 
diments of  his  education  at  the  public  fchool  of  Killeam, 
which  was  for  a  long  time  in  great  repute,  and  much  fre- 
quented. He  afterwards,  by  the  liberal  affiftancc  of  his 
uncle  George  Heriot,  after  whom  he  was  named,  went  to 
Dumbarton,  Paris,  lie.  iJc.  to  complete  his  ftudics.  A 
confiderablc  number  of  old  trees  yet  remain  adjacent  to 
the  houfe;  and  are  reported  to  have  been  planted  by 
George  when  a  boy.  A  mountain  ajb,  famous  for  its  age 
Vol.  XVI.  O  and 
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«nd  fizci  wtt  blown  down  z  £ew  yean  ago ;  but  care  is 
taken  to  preferve  two  thriving  (boots  that  have  riien  frofn 
the  old  ftool. 

The  gentlemen  of  this  parifh  and  neighbourhood,  led 

by  a  laudable  ambition  to  contribute  a  teftimony  of  itTpeA 

to  their  learned  countryman,  lately  ereOed^  by  Totuntary 

fubfchption,  a  beautiful  Monttment  to  bis  memory.    By 

filch  public  marks  of  approbation  beftowed  upon  good  and 

great  men,  the  living  may  reap  advantage  from  die  dead. 

Emulation  is  thereby  excited,  and  the  aftive  powers  of  the 

mind  ftimulated  by  an    ardour  to  excel  in  whatever  is 

praife worthy.      Buchanan's  monument  is  fituated  in  the 

village  of  ILiUeam*  and  commands  an  extenfive  proTpe^ 

It  is  a  well-proportioned  Obelijkf  19  feet  fquare  at  the  bafis* 

and  reaching  to  the  height  of  103  feet  above  the  ground. 

In  the  middle  is  a  cavity  of  6  feet  fijuare  at  the  boctomp 

gradually  diminifliing  until  it  readies  the  height  of  54  feet, 

where  it  becomes  fo  narrow  as  to  receive  the  end  of  a 

Norway  pole,  which  is  continued  to  the  top  of  the  pbeliik. 

To  this  pole,  the  machinery  for  raifing  up  the  materials 

for  building,  was  fixed.     Owing  to  this  peculiar  mode  of 

conilru&ion,  the  monument  is  belieyed  to  be  much  ftrong- 

er  than  if  it  we^  folid.     The  foundation  was  laid,  in  the 

month  of  Juqe  1788,  by  the  Reverend  James  Graham, 

minifter  of  the  pariOi.      In  the  foundation- ftone  was  de- 

pofited  a  cryjlal  battle  hermetically  ieale4>  containing  a  fil- 

'Ver  medal^  09  which  wa^  engraved  the  following  injbrip- 
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In  Memorianii 
Georgii  Bucbanani, 

Poetae  et  Hiftorici  celeberriml: 

Aocolis  hojas  loci,  ultra   confereatibcBi 
hiec  Columna  pofita  eft»  1788. 

Jacobus  Oraig,  architeft:  Edinbargen. 

This  beantifal  ftrnfture  is  built  of  a  white  milUloiie- 
grit  found  a  little  above  the  village  of  Killeam,  and  in  the 
eAace  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron.  The  quarry  from  which 
it  waa  taken  has  been  wrought  for  a  long  time  paft,  and  is 
very  estenfive  :  It  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lettre* 
VSL  Quarry,  from  the  name  of  the  ground ;  afterwards  it 
WIS  called  the  SGll-ftone  Quarry,  becaufe  mill*-fto0es  were 
frt^ieatly  taken  from  it;  then  the  Houfe  of  Montroie 
Quarry,  becaufe  it  affiirded  ftones  for  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
trofe's  houie  at  Buchanan  *,  now  it  is  called  the  Monument 
Qoany.  The  ftone  is  not  of  a  very  courfe  grit,  but  is  us- 
tremely  Hard  and  durable. 

Goff «^.-^The  Ps#  of  Gartnefs^  in  the  water  of  Enrick, 
has,  for  its  beauty  and  fingularity,  always  attra&ed  the  at- 
tention of  ffarangers.  It  is  a  deep  linn,  fliaped  like  a  cal- 
dron or  pot,  whence  the  origin  of  the  name.  It  is  occa- 
fioned  by  the  £sll  of  the  water  over  a  rock  that  lies  acrois 
the  river ;  the  £dl  is  not  perpendicular,  but  b  interrupted 
bj  three  or  four  breaks.  This  romantic  and  well  known 
ipot  affftrds  no  little  entertainment  to  the  angler;  as  the 
bhnon  and  trout  from  Lochlomond,  being  frequently  un- 
sUe  to  force  their  way  over  the  rock,  which  requires  two 
or  three  great  leaps  quickly  made,  are  detained  in  the  linn, 

and 
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and  taken  fometimes  in  great  numben.— At  this  plaoe^ 
but  on  the  Drjmen  fide  of  t!ie  water  *,  is  Gartnefs  mill^ 
which  has  long  mamtaaoed  a  bi^  reputation  for  grain  ^and 
lint.  The  reinarksible  le^vices  done  the  public  by  this 
mill  during  the  great  firoft  in  the  year  1740,  were  fo  fea* 
fonable»  that  thej  will  not  *  for  a  long  time  be  forgotten. 
Ic  fortunately  happened,  that  in  1739  the  mill  received  a 
new  wheel  of  a  very  good  conftruftion.  It  was  made  of 
black  faugh  (willow)  that  grew  at  Tonch»  a  few  miles 
from  Stirling.  This  kind  of  wood,  of  all  others,  was  then 
pi^eferred  for  making  mill-wheels ;  its  excellency  was  fap* 
pofed  to  confift  \xx  toughoefs  and  darability.  Owing  to 
the  flrength  and  other  properties  of  the  wheel,  Crartncfs* 
mill  was^  by  the  aid  of  a  conftaot  fire,  kept  a*gotiig  during 
the  feverity  of  the  froft,  when  all  other  mills,  for  a  great 
way  round,  were  entirely  ftopped.  Cora  at  that. time  was 
brought  to  Gartnels  from  great  diAances,  and  thereby  ma- 
»y  &milies  were  kept  from  ftarving*— Adjoining  the  miU 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  houfe  in  which  Johk  Napicr 
of  Merchifton,  inventor  of  the  logarithms,  refided  a  great 
plurt  of  his  time  (for  fome  yean)  when  he  was  making  bis 
calculations.  It  is  reported,  that  the  notfe  of  the  cafcade 
being  condant,  never  gave  him  nneafinefs,  but  that  the 
dack  of  the  miU,  which  was  only  occafioaal,  greatly  di- 
ffairbed^his  thoughts.  He  was,  therefore,  when  in  deep 
fludy,  fomethnes  under  the  neceffity  of  dcfiring  the  miller 
to  ftop  the  miH,  that  the  train  of  his  ideas  might  not  be  in- 
terrupted. He  ufed  frequently,  in  the  evening,  to  walk 
out  in  his  night  gown  and  cap.  This,  with  fome  things 
which  to  the  vulgar  appeared  rather  odd,  fixed  on  him  the 
charader  of  a  warlock.  It  was  firmly  believed,  and  cur- 
rently reported  that  he  was  in  com  pad  with  the  devil ;  and 

thac 
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that  ihe  Ume  he  fpent  in  (hid j  was  fpent  in  fcarning  the 
hiadk  oriy  and  holding  converfacion  with  Old  Nici.  But 
John  Napier  was  not  the  onlj  great  map  who,  in  days  of 
ignorance,  was  fuppoied  to  be  a  wizard ;  nor  were  the  vnl-i 
gar  in  this  neighbourhood  the  only  people  who  believed 
in  wjtchciaft, 

^gadrupidsi  Birds^  (jfr.— This  parifli  is  not  remarkable 
for  any  of  the  more  uncommon  produAions  of  nature.  The 
fbxy  badger  and  fbnmart»  are  no  ifarangers  to  fome  of  the 
glens  and  rocks.  Aihdow  is  particularly  noted  for  the 
baoncs  of  owb,  hawks,  kaws,  and  wild  cats.  The  currie 
rf  Balglais  has  long  been  remarked  for  an  eagle  that  hat« 
dies  her  jonng  in  that  fequ^ered  and  rocky  fpot.  He- 
rons have  their  periodical  haunts  in  feveral  places  of  the 
parifli^  as  at  Balglais  and  Corbeth,  where  in  tall  fir-tre^s^ 
they  annually  bring  forth  their  young.  The  kiog's-fiiher 
has  been  obferved  at  Croy,  on  the  banks  of  the  Blane,  a 
river  much  refembling  the  muddy  and  flow-flpwing  wa- 
ters chiefly  firequented  by  that  beautiful  bird.  Jays,  mag- 
pies and  bulfinches  abound  in  the  plantations  at  the  hil} 
of  Killearn,  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  banks. 

Fi/b.''^¥c\r  places  in  Scotland  afford  better  entertain- 
ment for  the  angler  than  this  pari(h»  there  being  a  great 
number  of  rivulets  and  brooks  abounding  with  trout,  of 
which  Lochlomood  affords  in  great  plenty  a  perpetual  fup- 
ply.  Salmon,  pike,  and  eels  of  different  kinds,  frequent 
the  Enrick  and  Blane  \  but  no  fifh  in  greater  numbers,  at 
a  certain  feafon  of  the  year,  than  the  braife  (roachf  £ng.) 
Vaft  Ihoals  come  up  from  Lochlomond,  and  by  nets  are 
caught  in  thoulands.  Their  emigrations  from  the  locb, 
however,  are  only  for  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days  about 
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the  end  of  May.  The  parr  is,  through  the  whek  year,  n 
inhabitant  of  the  Enrick ;  bat  it  is  in  greateft  perfeAioa 
about  the  beginning  of  harveft.  Some  of  them  more  thaa 
a  foot  in  length,  have  been  caught  at  Gartnefe. 

PlantSy  Trees^  t^r.— Great  rarieties  of  indigenovia  plants 
ornament  the  numerous  glens,  rocks,  and  muirs.  The  Ju- 
niper grows  in  fome  places  to  a  great  fize,  and  is  com- 
monly very  prolific.  The  Hone  bridge  over  the  Blace,  at 
the  Mofs,  is  founded  upon  a  layer  of  juniper  bulhes.  It  is 
believed  that  this  plant,  when  in  a  wet  fitoation  below 
ground,  refills  corruption  for  a  very  long  time.  It  was  be- 
lieved, during  the  plague  in  Scotland,  that  people  who 
lived  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  places  abounding 
with  juniper,  or  who  burned  it  plentifully  in  their  houfes, 
were  not  readily,  if  at  all  afieded  with  the  plague.  The 
Scoiti(h  Gaul,  (Myrica  Gaie^  Unn.Jf  a  valuable  vermi- 
fuge, abounds  in  feveral  places  of  the  parilh.  Were  the 
qualities  of  this  oderi&rous  fhrub  more  genenHy  known, 
its  cuhivation  would  probably  be  attended  with  coafider- 
able  pAfit.  Amongft  the  plants  which  are  not  generalljr 
very  common,  are  the  Feftuca  ovina  vivifara ;  Echium 
vtilgarty  Impfratoria  Oftrutbium^  Pamaflia  falnjlrii^  Poly- 
gonum fenfyhanicum^  Adoxa  MofchaUttina^  Eryfimum 
Barbarea^  Chryfofplcninm  AUernifolimm^  Sazifraga  hyp* 
noides^  Matricaria  Porthenium^  Empetrum  nigrum^  Afple* 
nium  Scolopendrtum^  A.  Ruta  murarta^  Poly  podium  Lon- 
chitisf  P.  phegopteris^  P.  fragile^  Lycopodinm  clavafmm, 
L.  Sebginoidfs,  L.  Selago^  L  Alpinum. 

The  Sambucus  nigra  (elder  tree,  Eog.)  is  no  ftranger 
in  many  places  of  the  parifli.  Some  of  the  trees  arc  very 
well  (haped.  and  by  the  natural  bending  of  the  branchet 
caufe  an  agreeable  fliade,  or  bower,  exhibiting  an  example 
of  the  propriety  of  the  name  given  to  that  fpecies  of  planta 

in 
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in'Scodndf  nmmelyy  the  Bowtr-ins.    A  great  number  of 
beaadfiil  oaks  ornament  the  eflate  of  Ballikinrain.     The 
largefi,  and  probably  the  oldeft  in  the  pariihy  grows  in  full 
vigour  at  KiUeam  place.    The  trunk  is  ix  feet  circum- 
ference, and  fupports  many  ftately  branches  that  widely 
diiplay  a  foliage  uncommonly  pleafant.    No  produdion  of 
the  Tegetable  kingdom  in  this  pariih  is,  however,  more  re- 
markable than  two  large  yew  trees  at  Ballikinrain.     One 
is  the  berry  bearing  kind»  the  other  not.  The  trunk  of  the 
former  is  8  feet  in  drcnrnference,  of  the  latter^  zo.fect  8 
indies.     They  are  only  9  feet  feparate  from  each  other, 
making  the  appearance,  at  a  diftance,  of  a  fingle  tree  only ; 
they  ase  about  60  feet  in  height.    Nine  large  branches 
flfike  off  from  the  male  plant,  at  the  height  of  6  feet  from 
the  ground :  they  make  a  beautiful  curve  downwards,  fo 
that  their  extremities  touch  the  earth,  and  cover  an  area  of 
a8  yards  diameter,  forming  a  moil  agreeable  ihade,  impe- 
9etrable  at  all  times  to  rain.    As  there  ib  no  account,  even 
by  tradition,  when  they  were  planted,  their  age  muft  be 
great.     They  are  frequented  by  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  golden  crefted  wren,    (MotacUa  Regulm)^  the  fmalleft 
bird  in  Europe,  and,  except  the  humming  bird,  probably 
in  the  world.     They  build  their  nefls  under  the  curving 
extremities  of  the  branches,  where  the  foliage  is  thickeft. 
Their  nefis  are  conftruded  with  exquifite  art,  and  are  fuf- 
^  pended  under  the  twigs,  like  fo  many  little  baikets  from 
the  ceiling  of  a  room. 

This  part  of  the  country  is  far  from  being  deftttute  of 
exotic  plants  in  a  high  degree  of  perfedion.  This  is  par- 
ticularly the  cafe  with  refpefbto  the  lariz,  a  great  number 
of  wtuoh  adorn  the  banb  and  indofurea  at  the  houfe  of 
RiUeam.  They  are  about  60  years  old,  being  among  the 
firft  of  the  kind  that  were  planted  in  the  open  field  in  Scot- 
land \  diey  are  generally  3  feet  diameter  at  the  thickeft, 

and 
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mud  have  grown  to  the  tallne&  of  nearly  xoo  feet.  For 
beautj  and  fize  very  few,  if  any  of  the  kind  in  Scotland 
furpafii  them.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  larizes  are  many  bean- 
tiful  fpmce  and  beech  trees,  of  oncommonly  large  dimen- 
fions.  The  oriental  mappk,  the  fweet  diefnot  and  tulip 
trees  havoi  in  this  place,  arrived  to  great  perfefiion  and 
beaaty. 

Minetab^  (^^.— With  refpeft  to  die  nuneral  kingdom, 
few  things  in  this  parifh  merit  particular  attention.    The 
higher  parts  of  the  hills  confift  chiefly  of  a  decompofible 
whinftone,  conuining,  in  fome  places,  fmall  veins  of  an  h8»- 
natitical  iron  ore  ;  but  the  quantity  yet  difcovezed  b  too 
fmali  to  become  an  objeft  of  importance.    In  fome  places 
on  the  fides  of  the  hills,  are  found  many  fiioceflivc  ftrata  of 
till  and  limeftone.     Thefe  are  beautifully  diijpkyed  in  ^ 
veral  places  where  large  excavations .  have  been  made  by 
means  of  water.    The  limeftone  is  of  two  kinds,  and  h 
wrought  but  in  fmall  quantities.     The  preferable  kind  is 
not  difpofed  in  regular  oompaft  ftrata^  but  rather  in  irre- 
gular mafles,  imbedded  in  a  reddtfli  clay  blotched  with 
white.     The  inferior  kind  is  called  camilbne,  from  its  being 
chiefly  found  in  glens.     It  is  difpofed  in  thin,  but  nume- 
rous regular  ftrata,  feparated  from  each  other  by  a  bluiih 
till,  that,  when  aSed  upon  by  the  weather,  falb  down  into 
day.     The  camfione,  when  broken,  has  a  finooth  furface ; 
it  contains  a  great  proportionable  quantity  of  clay  in  its 
compofition ;  and  after  it  is  fufficicndy  burnt,  and  whilft 
red  hot  in  the  fire,  it  muft  be  flacked  with  water  poured 
upon  it,  othcrwifc  it  will  not  readily  fall  down  into  lime. 
The  ftrata  are  fo  thin,  that  they  are  not  thought  to  be  worth 
working.    Fragments  of  the  Qone,  which  fall  down  from 
the  fides  of  the  glens,  are  occafionally  gathered  for  u(c. 
Some  varieties  of  it,  which  crumble  down  by  cxpofure  to 
the  weather,  might,  without  being  burnt,  fcrvc  for  the 

purpofe 
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purpofe  of  niaBore.  An  eztenfive  flratum  of  an  excellent 
millfioae  grit  enriches  the  eftate  of  Balglafs,  and  fupplies 
the  countrj  to  a  great  diftance  with  roilldones.  The  quar« 
Tj  began  to  be  regularij  wrought  about  40  years  ago  ;  it 
is  now  cut  down  to  the  depth  of  24  feet,  and  can  afford 
ftones  of  anj  fize,  and  of  3 'different  qualities.  A  very 
thick  ftratum  of  foft  freeftone,  the  grit  not  fine,  prevails  in 
all  the  lower  grounds  of  the  pari(h ;  its  depth  has  not  jet 
been  difcovered.  It  is  of  a  red  colour,  but  variegated  with 
blotches,  and  flreaks  of  white  and  grey.  It  is  not  of  the  . 
beft  quality  for  building,  and  affords  no  fymptoms  of  any 
valuable  mineral  in  the  vicinity.  Several  trials,  by  boring 
and  Jbankingf  have  been  made  to  find  coal,  but  unfucceis- 
fully ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  where  in  the  parilh 
the  fymptoms  of  that  ufeful  foffil  are  favourable.  Amongft 
the  ftones  in  thb  pariih  may  be  mentioned  a  jafper,  which 
abounds  in  the  banks  of  Enrick,  and  likewife  in  the  pa- ^ 
riflies  of  Buchanan,  Balfrone,  and  Fintry.  The  colours  are 
brown,  red  and  green  intermixed,  in  the  form  of  blotches 
and  ramifications ;  fome  qodules  refemble  the  bloodflone, 
whilft  others  contain  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  zoned 
agate,  which  abounds  in  many  places  of  Scotland.  The 
jafper  takfes  a  fine  polifli,  and  has  been  cut  into  feals,  but* 
tons,  Uc^ 

Climate. — The  climate  is  wet  and  cold,  but  the  air  is  not 
inlalubrious.  The  inhabitants  are  not  remarkably  fubjeS 
to  any  epidemical  difeafe.  Many  of  them  live  to  a  confi- 
derable old  age  :  There  are  four  perfons  at  prefent  between 
80  and  90  years  of  age.  John  Buchanan  of  Provanfioun, 
aged  104,  died  here  anno  1792. 

Agriculture. — ^The  mod  of  the  hilly  part  of  the  parifli  is 

yet  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  having  never  been  plowed  \  but 
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the  lower  groands  are  generally  arable.    The  former  coit« 
tains  feveral  extenfive  moors  and  mofles,  t^hich  are  chiefly 
occupied  in  flieep-walks ;    the  latter,  (not  the  half  of  the 
extent  of  the  parifli),  is  for  the  moft  part  inclofed  with 
done-dikes  and  hedges.      The  foil  is,  for  the  moft  part^ 
of  a  ftiff  clay  that  becomes  cxceffively  bard  when  dry,  and 
generally  has  a  wet.  cold  ttlly  bottom.      In  fooie  diftridb, 
however,  are  a  few  fields  of  a  loamy  foil,  which  produce 
good  crops  of  oats,  barley  and  peafe.      The  climate  is  very 
unfavourable  for  the  cultare  of  wheat ;  but  the  cultivsktion 
of  lint,  potatoes,  ryegrafs  and  clover,  is  attended  with  pro- 
fit.    There  is,  however,  more  cropped  with  oats  than  with 
all  the  reft  put  together.     The  cultivation  of  turnip  in  the 
open  field  is  not  pradifed,  although,  from  fome  few  trials 
that  Were  fnSide  on  chat  profitable  root,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  it  might  be  attended  with  confiderable  advan* 
tage  in  feveral  thoufand  acres  in  the  parifli.    Extremely 
few  of  the  lately  improved  implements  of  hufbandry  have 
here  been  brought  into  praflice.      The  commoii  Scotch 
plough,  Wrought  with  four  horfes,  is  in  g;encral  ufe.     The 
farrfier,  before  agriculture  can  be  brought  to  any  tolerable 
degree  of  perfeftion,  muft  dircft  his  care  to  free  his  land 
Irom  under  water,  which  almoft  univerfally  prevails.     But 
the  pradicc  of  draining,  although  very  much  needed,  meets 
here  with  fmall  attention. 

Few  places  afford  better  opportunities  for  irrigation  tlian 
this  parifh.  The  country  is  abundantly  fupplied  with  ex- 
cellent water  that  pours  down  from  the  adjacent  heights  ia 
fprings  and  fmall  rivulets,  which  could  cafily  be  direfled 
ovei"  the  numerous  declivities.  This  mode  of  improvement 
was  a  few  years  ago  tried  with  fuccefs  in  Mr  Dunmore's 
ertate.  The  land  over  which  the  water  was  made  to  flow, 
produced  grafs  uncommonly  luxuriant,  and  retained  through 

the  whole  year  a  fine  verdure. 

Attention 
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Atteotioi^  is  b^gjnmng  to  be  paid  tp  the  breeding  of 
milchHCoars  hj  crqiEng  the  Ajriliire  witb  the  patiy.e  breed, 
wbid^  approaches  aearl/  to  the  ^igbland.  The  native 
cows  are  generally  of  a  black  colour,  with  white  £aces ; 
and  weigh,  when  fa(|  about  x6  ftone  heavy  weight.  The 
pilk  jof  a  ^oy9  per  day  in  jliunmery  is  commonly  abput  4t 
pints  Scotch.  The  i^ilk  ^  moftly  ms^de  into  butter,  that 
brings  at  an  average  9  d.  pen  lb.  The  Ikimmed  milk  is 
xnad(e  into  cheeie  that  is  fold  from  4  s.  to  5  $:  pet  fione. 
Gracing  cattle  for  flanghter  i$,  in  many  parts  of  the  parif^, 
C9rrie4  to  a  con&deri^ble  extent,  and  is  attended  with  pro- 
fit. The  moorland  faftns  are  flocked  with  about  14CO 
fcore  of  the  bl|u:k  and  grey  faced  (beep.  A  few  Spanifti 
ih^ep  were,  ill  the  beginning  of  ^7939  brought  by  Mr  Dun- 
more  to  Ballikinraio,  and  are  thriving  very  well.  Horfes 
for  the  draught  are  of  the  LanarkOiire  breed,  and  arc  chief- 
ly  purcha£ed  at  GUigovr  and  Rutherg^en  markets.  Not  a 
few  of  the  farn;iers,  however,  are  in  the  praSice  H>f  rearing 
borfes  jon  their  farms.  Two- wheeled  carts,  and  waggons 
with  one  horfe,  are  very  generally  ufed  ;  but  fledges  are 
found  to  be  neceflary  in  the  moorland  farms. 

The  arable  land  is  in  general  divided  into  farms  of  about 
60  acnes  each.  Thefe  are  let  in  leafes  chiefly  of  19  years  du- 
ration. The  lands  in  the  efiate  of  Killeam  are,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  farmer,  generally  let  in  leafes  of  three 
29  years ;  and  the  confequences  are  far  firom  being  bad, 
for  tbe  tenants  are,  on  the  whole,  doing  very  well.  Care, 
however,  is  very  properly  taken  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
togiye  this  encouragement  only  to  perfonsof  aAive  and  in- 
doftrioos  habits,  and  who  have  a  {pirit  for  agricultural  im- 
provements. Long  leafes  to  an  indolent  farmer,even  although 
at  certain  terms  there  may  be  a  proportionated  rife  in  the 
rent,  only  encourages  his  infuperable  indolence.  He  feeks 
90  more  than  merely  to  fcrape  together  as  much  as  will 

barely 
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barely  pay  the  rent,  and  keep  his  family  in  life.  The 
land  is  worn  out  to  fhe  laft ;  hb  domeftics  are  trained  ap  ia 
habits  of  negligence  and  floth  ;  a  bad  example  is  fet  before 
the  commimity  ;-~and  Poverty  ftares  with  her  meagre 
countenance,  in  the  houfe  and  in*  the  field. 

The  moorland  farms  are  federal  hundred  acres  in  extent. 
The  great'  difparity  of  foil  and  fituation,  occafions  a  fimilar 
difparity  of  the  rent  of  land.  From  lo  s.  to  15  s.  per  acre 
is  a  common  rent  for  arable  lafhd ;  but  fopne  of  it  is  no 
higher  than  6  s.  or  7  s.  Some  places,  efpecially  on  the 
banks  of  Blane  and  Enrick,  where  the  foil  is  very  good, 
are  ufually  rented  at  L.  i,  10  s.  per  acre  ;  but  in  many 
parts  of  the  moors  an  acre  is  not  worth  more  than  6  d.  and 
in  the  moflfes  not  worth  i  d.  Thr  increafe  of  manufaftures 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  advancement  of  agricultural 
improvements,  for  which  there  is  great  room  in  the  parifh, 
will  probably  raife  confiderably  the  value  of  land.  The 
pariOi  is  fupplied  with  feven  com-milb  and  two  lint-mills, 
which  have  abundance  of  water  all  times  of  the  year.  To 
thefe  milb  the  mod  part  of  the  pariOi  ^et  continues  to  be 
aftriaed. 

7rade. — Every  encouragement  is  given  the  farmer  by 
having  a  profitable  and  ready  market  in  Balfroney  to  which 
he  has  an  eafy  accefs.  The  late  rapid  population  of  that 
newly  erefted  village,  has  greatly  improved  the  adjacent 
country.  This  pleafing  alteration  arifes  wholly  from  a 
variety  of  manufadures,  recently  introduced  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood, chiefly  by  Robert  Dunmore  of  BallindalJoch,  Efq. 
Thb ,  public-fpirited  gentleman,  infpired  with  the  am- 
bition of  doing  good  to  mankind  by  employing  them  in 
ufefttl  induftry,  began  his  improvements  in  the  year  1788, 
by  e(labli(hing  a  muflin  manufadory  at  Balfrone.  Thb 
village,  which  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Kil- 

learn. 
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ieam,  and  which  formerly  contained  no  more  than  fix  or 
fevcn  families^  was  at  that  time  laid  put  according  to  a  re« 
gnlar  plan,  and  now  contains  no  fewer  than  220  families. 
The  houfes,  many  of  which  are  2  ftories  high,  are  in  general 
covered  with  date.  The  Ballikinrain  cotton-mill  was  ereded 
by  Mr  Dunmore  in  I792.  It  is  conftruded  for  fpinning  wool- 
len as  well  as  cotton ;  the  former  for  the  carpet,  the  latter  for 
the  muflin  manufaduref    This  work,  at  prefent  carried  on 
onder  the  management  of  Mr  Robert  Macmorran  from 
Douglafs,  employs  about  100  perfons,  moft  of  whom  refide 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  mill.     The  greateft  manufac- 
turing work  in  the  pariih  is  Enrich  printfield^  which  was 
begun  in  1792.     The  operative  part  of  the  bufineis  is  car- 
ried on  by  Mr  J,  F.  Moriar,  a  Swifs,  under  the  firm  of 
Meflrs  Monteith,  Warren,  and  Company,  Glafgow.      The 
'    bnildings  are  conftruded  to  contain  16  printing  prelTes,  to 
go  by  water,    and   72   tables  for  block-printing,  beitdes 
boiling-honfes,  dye-houfes,  \Sc*  for  executing  bufineis  on  a 
very  extenfive  fcale.     Every  part  of  the  apparatus  is  new, 
and  of  the  mod  approved  conilrudion,  efpecially  the  wa(h- 
ing  wheels,  which  are  not  furpaifed  by  any  in  Europe.  One 
of  the  bleaching- fields,  cqp  filling  of  a  plain  of  15  acres,  is 
fecured  from  the  inundations  of  Enrick  by  an  artificial 
bank,  .the  raifing  of  which  cod  a  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney.    Bufineis  was  begun  here  in  the  month  of  June  1793. 
Bat  unforttmately  an  entire  ilop  was  almoil  put  to  the 
work  by  the  prefent  ilagnation  of  trade,  which  has  com- 
municated its  baneful  influence  through  all  this  country. 
The  whole  work   at  prefent   (Sept.   1793)   employs   no 
more  than  250  perfons,  the  moil  of  whom  refide  in  Bal- 
frone. 

ManufaSures^  Wages^  Wr.— The  manufadures  in  the 
pariibi  befides  what  are  carried  on  in  the  places  already 

mentioned, 
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ly^eptio^edy  ar«  npt  verf  cpofidisr^hle.    Their  #ate  maj, 
}i|  gmtralf  be  known  from  the  follow^  }ift  of  (jr^^^^ousii 
^d  artificen  :w;-Black.fmit)iS9  4  \    coopers,  4 ;    djcn,  4  \ 
^az-dr^lliersy  3}    gaxdenen.  ^;    hofiecs,  ix;   melons,  7; 
^oemakars,  xa ;   taUorSi  j  i  wisavprs,  a8 ;   ivrigbts,  14. — 
Mafoos  and  wrigbts  receive  ;  s.  8  d.  ^-^jf  diM:iog  ibi^- 
9ier,  ^ad  from  1 9«  tQ  is.  ad.  ia  wrioter.    T^ilpcs  work  i|9 
fjbkoir  employers  houfea^  ipaph  recci^ipg,  befijlps  h^  v^u^Js^ 
;to  d.  for  his  day's  work*     The  hoiiers  are  all  employe«) 
1>7  n^amifa&uren  in  Glafgoiir»  ai^d  are  p^^d  by  the  piece. 
A  day  labourer  has  from  8  d.  to  i  $.  a-day,  with  viduals  ^ 
«a4  x,s.  jd.  pr  I  s.  4d.  without  vifttials.  '  A  man-fenrant 
for  cou|itry  work  has  from  L.  3  to  L.  5  Sterling,  per  half- 
year,  beiidjps  bed,  board  and  walbing  \   a  womaii-iieryai4 
has  abott^  L.  a.    AU  the  ihoemakers  are  engagpd  in  c^o- 
mary  worit  a  commpa  exprefCpn  for  home  confumpt.     la 
this  aUb  all  the  weavers  are  at  pre&nt  employed-    That 
fo  m^nj  loom»  ihould  be  engaged  in  coflonury  work  for 
fy  fmall  a  number  of  people,  ceaies  to  be  a  wonder  when 
it  is  jconfidered  that  very  little  cloth  of  foreign  manufa&ure 
is  worn  in  the  parilh*    The  inhabitants  continue  the  prac- 
tice of  m^ing  cloth  for  their  own  wearing.    The  men  are 
(decently  clothed,  both  for  iiri  and  martet^  with  weU-dref- 
led  Scots  ciotif  commonly  of  a  brown^  grey,  or  blue  colour. 
In  this  they  think  themfelyes  to  be  warmer  and  more  com- 
fortable than  in  the  bed  £ngli(h  fuperfine.     The  womens 
apparel  is  chiefly  a  variety  of  fluffs  of  their  own  manufac- 
ture J  as  Bengals^  a  kind  of  cloth  of  linen  warp,  and  cotton 
weft  \  ir^gget^  compofed  of  linen  warp  and  woollen  weft ; 
harns^  and  other  coarCs  linens  of  various  kinds,  befides 
plaiding,  both  tweeled  and  plain,  for  gowns  and  petticoats. 
Their  bed-cloaths,  as  blankets,  ticking,  \ic*  are  wholly  of 
their  own  making.     The  linen  yarn  they  fpin  from  lint 
sJL  their  own  raiding,  and  the  woollen  from  fleeces  the  pro- 
a  du6): 
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Aaft  of  Ih^^p  (arnls  in  the  parifli.     They  prac£tile  the  arts 
df  feouritig  and  bleftchkig  thdt  \i^o6llea  and  lin^h,  whtcb» 
for  the  fiifety  of  both  jratn  and  cloth,  they  prefer  td  the 
methods  nfed  m  fome  Ueachfi^lds.     A  lye  made  df  brec- 
kins  {fteris  ajniUha^  Livn.)  is  of  great  ufe  to  theibi  both 
for  waihing  and  bleaching.    The  method  of  preparing  this 
lye  is  very  fimple.     The  breckins  are  cUt  \i^hen  arrived  at 
their  {bU  growth,  And  always  when  dry.      As  fooil  as  con- 
venient afbr  beitig  cut,  they  are  miked  with  dried  broom  ;  . 
bbth  are  taid  in  a  heap,  and  burned.      No  more  broom  is 
nfed  than  v^hat  is  neceflary  to  afliR  in  thoroughly  bnrnin|^ 
them.     Along  with  the  broom  is  fometiihes  added  th^ 
drit;d  rooti  of  cabbages  and  green  kail.    The  aQies  of  the 
whole  are  barefblly  colleftedj  and  boiled  in  water  until  all 
die  alkali  is  dtfTolved ;  then  the  lye  is  ponred  off  for  life. 
In  this  lye  the  yarn  or  cldth  fa  boiled  for  si  certain  time ; 
and  the  bleaching  is  thereby  greatly  accelerated.    Not  a 
few  of  the  iahabitants  dye  a  confiderable  variety  of  colonrs, 
from  materials  the  prodnft  of  the  country.     In  the  propel 
management  of  their  cloth,  however,  they  are  greatly  af« 
lifted  by  Mr  tVUliain  Jd^ifon^   dyer  and  clothdrefler  at 
Ronroy  near  Oartnefs,  who  has  brought  the  dyeing  and 
dreflitig  of  Scots  cloth  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  perfec- 
tion.   Cloth  fa  fent  him  to  be  dyed  and  drelTed  from  Glaf- 
gow,  Stirling,  slnd  all  the  country  round.      Mr  Jamifoil 
manafadures  plaids,  dUffies,  blankets,  \Sc.  \Sc.  for  fale  y 
and  his  demands  are  daily  increafing. 

In  addition  to  what  thb  induftrioiis  women  of  KiUe^m 
make  for  their  family  wear,  they  bring  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  doth  to  the  tnarket.  As  much  ufually  of 
every  web  fa  expofed  to  fale,  as  defrays  the  out-laid  ex- 
pences  for  weaving,  \Sc.  For  this  overplus  they  find 
tbondance  of  cufiomers,  either  in  the  city  of  Gkifgow,  or 
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at  three  fairs  annually  held  in  ihe  village  of  Killean»# 
Scots  cloth  is  fold  from  lod.  to  js.  6d.  per  yard; 
ham  from  8  d.  to  i  s.  5  d.  ^  linen  from  x  s«  6  d.  to  3  s. 

By  a  community  fo  adivclj  employed,  little  time  is 
wafted  in  idlenels,  intemperance,  or  political  cabals.  There 
are,  however  five  public  houfes  in  the  paurifli,  but  they  are 
chiefly  frequented  by  travellers.  Two  tumpike-roads, 
lately  made  through  the  pariih,  are  of  great  fervice  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  flatute-labottr,  which  is  moftly  railed  ia 
money  at  18  s.  Sterling  ^^  L.  loo  Scots  of  valued  rent,  is 
applied  to  private  roads,  which  are  ftill  far  from  being  in  a 
good  condition. 

The  greateft  impediment  to  improvements  in  this  part 
of  the  country  is  the  fcarcity  of  good  fueL  The  neareil  cool 
is  in  Campfie  or  Baldernock,  at  the  diftance  of  lO  or  xa 
miles.  The  price  at  the  hill  is  i  s.  6  d.  the  cart-load,  con- 
taining about  1  %  cwt.  The  carriage  comes  to  about  4  s.  The 
fcarcity  of  coal  is  fup  plied  by  turf  and  peat^  for  obtaining 
which  the  fenars  and  tenants  have  a  fervitude  on  the  tnoors. 
The  turf  is  procured  by  fetting  fire  to  the  ff9&  and  heath 
about  the  month  of  June,  and  then  raifing  the  furfiice  with 
what  is  called  T^fiaughter  fpade.  This  prance  gfeatly  in- 
jures the  moors  by  depriving  them  of  their  verdure,  which 
neceffanly  rt quires  feveral  years  to  be  renewed*  The  iofe, 
however,  is  in  fome  meafure  repaid  by  the  great  quantity 
of  aihes  for  manure,  procured  from  this  kind  of  fuel; 

*  • 

/?f//^/o«.— With  refpeft  to  the  ftate  of  religion,  few  obfer- 
vations  occur  that  raerij  the  attiention  of  the  public.  The  peo- 
ple in  general  regularly  attend  divine  fervice  in  the  pariih 
church.  There  arc  only  about  12  adherents  to  the  different 
parties  of  Seceders.  Several  refpe&<ible  clergymen,  fince 
the  reformation  from  Popery,  have  fucceffively  been  mi- 
nifters  of  the  pariib>  as  Meif,  Foriler,  Giilefpie,  Sempell  and 
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&ftfg,  before  the  Revobitioa  ia  z668.  Since  that  tiiae  the 
pe<»ple  have  been  happj  under  the  fbccefsfiil  mmiftrj  of 
Meflfs  George  Pterky  Jaiqes  Bain,  James  Morrifoa,  and  the 
prefisBt  incumbent,  Jame$  Graham,  who  was  ordaiaed 
ammt  1768.  The  church  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  17349  and 
is  conveniently  feated.  Mr  John  Finlajfon  has*,  for  nearly 
40  years,  officiated  as  parochial  fchoolmafter.  The  falary 
is  L.  8,  13  s.  yearly.  The  wages  for  EngUfli,  writing,  and 
arithmetic  are  only  is.  6d.  per  quarter.  Three  or  fbuf 
private  fchools  have,  for  fome  time  pa(t,  been  kept  in  di£» 
ferent  parts  of  the  parifii ;  the  numerous  rivulets  and  deep 
l^ens  by  which  the  country  is  interfered,  render,  to  child- 
ren  living  at  a  diftance,  the  accefs  to  the^  parochial  fcbool 
alwajrs  dangerous,  and  often  impofiible. 

IkmU  if  the  Poor.— Paupers  ufually  on  the  feffiou -lift  are 
from  10  to  15,  who,  according  to  their  need,  receive  from 
4  s«  to  x6s.  per  quarter.    A  few  indigent  families  receive, 
after  the  (acrament,  a  little  fiipply,  as  the  mintfter  and 
cUcn  fee  proper.     The  funds  for  anfwering  thefe  chari* 
table  poipofes  amount  annually  to  about  L.  30,  the  moft  of 
which  IS  coUeded  in  boxes  handed  by  the  elders  through 
the  church,  imitiediatc|ly  before  pronouncii^g  the  bleffing  in 
the  forenoon.  None  of  the  poor  are  permitted  to  beg.   To 
be  fo  poor  as  to  need  affifiance  from  the  kirk-feflion  is  in 
this,  and  moft  other  places  of  Scotland,  where  poor  taxes 
are  not  eftabliflied,  accounted  a  difgracci  as  foch  a  flate  ia 
commonly  coofidered  es  proceeding,   for  the  moft  part, 
etdier  from  indolence  or  mifmanagement.    Every  attcmpc 
to  eradicate,  or  even  to  weaken  fuch  a  Cenfe  of  ftiame,  is 
doing  a  manifeft  injury  to  fociety. 

MifceBameopt  O^/iroa/fonj.— ^Superftition  yet  continues 

to  operate  fo  ftroogly  on  fome  people,  that  they  put  a  fmall 
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quandtj  of  fiilt  into  the  firft  lulk  of  »  cow  after  calviajg;. 
that  is  given  any  perfon  to  drink.  This  ii  done  with  a 
Tiew  to  prevent  yto>i&,  if  it  fhoold  happen  that  the  perfoa 
is  not  cany.  A  certain  quantity  of  cow  dung  is  forced  .in.- 
to  the  mouth  ot  a  calf  immediately  after  it  is  calved,  or  at 
leaft  before'it  receives  any  meat ;  owing  to  this,  the  vul. 
gar  believe  that  witches  and  fairies  can  have  no  power  ever 
after  to  injure  the  calf.  But  thefe,  and  focb  like  faperfti« 
tious  cuftoms>  are  every  day  more  and  more  lofiog  their  ia- 
finence. 

At  Biareffin  SpotO^ead^  if  we  believe  tradition,  a  blood  j 
battle  was  fought  between  the  Romans  and  Scots ;.  feveral 
ftooes  fet  on  edge  have  continued  ever  finoe  to  diftingniih 
the  fpot.  The  tenant,  a  few  years  ag9^  would  have  otf- 
ried  all  the  fiones  away,  had  he  not  been  flridly  prohibited 
by  Mr  Bochanan  of  Carbeth,  the  proprietor  of  the  ground, 
who  had  got  notice  of  his  intentions. 

A  very  large  cairn  {iokme  time  ago  was  demoliihed  in  the 
muir  fd  KiUeam,  and  the  ftones  ufed  for  building  dikesnK 
This  ancient  iiepulchral  iumuUts  concealed,  in  the  bottom 
of  it,  a, coffin,  compofed  of  Hones  fo  very  krge.thattiiey 
eoold  not  eafily  be  removed,  without  being  firft  broken  in 
pieces. 

A  pbenoooenon  not  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  public,- 
n  aft  old  woman,  who,  owing  to  exceffive  grief,  about  ao- 
yeara  ago,  became  deranged  in  her  judgment.    She  was 
then  about  jO  years  of  her  age.     The  hair  of  her  head* 
foon  afterwards  became  thin  and  Very  grey,  in  which  ftats* 
it  continued  till  about  5  years  agov  when  it  gradually  turoedt 
black,  thick,  and  ftrong.   She  generally  goes  with  her  head 
bare,  and  has  not  yet  recovered  the  right  ufe  of  her  reafon. 
The  kippering  of  falmon  is  fuccefsfully  praAifed  in  fe- 
vcral  pans  of  the  parifh.     All  the  blood  is  taken  from  dio 
fifh  immediately  after  it  is  killed  *,  this  is  done  by  cutting 
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the  gilbi  it  is  tben  cat  up  at  the  back,  on  each  fide  the 
bone  or  diain,  as  it  b  commonlj  called.    The  bone  is  ta- 
ken oot«  but  the  taily  with  two  oc  three  inches  of  the  bone- 
ia  left;  the  head  is  cut  off;  all  the  guts  are  taken  out;  but 
the  dun  of  the  belly  is  left  uncut;  thefiihis  then  laid,  with 
tbe  iun  undcnnofly  on  a  board,  and  is  well  rubbed,  and 
covered  over  with  a  mixture  of  equal  quantities  of  corn* 
num  lalt  and  Jamaica  pepper.    Some  of  this  mixture  2$  . 
carefoUj  fpread  under  the  fins  to  prevent  them  from  cor- 
lopdngy  which  they  are  exceedingly  ready  to  do»  efpeciaUy; 
if  the  weather  is  warm.     A  board  with  a  large  ilone  is 
fbmetimes  laid  upon  the  fifli,  with  a  view  to  make  the  fak 
penetrate  into  it  more  efiisdually.     In   fome  places,  as 
Dumbarton,  inftead  of  a  flat  board,  a  (hallow   wooden 
trough  is  ufed,  by  which  means  the  brjne  is  kept  about 
tbe  £ih ;  fometimes  two  or  three  lalmonlare  kippered  in 
the  fame  veffel  at  the  lame  time,  one  being  laid  upon  the 
other.    Tbe  fiih,  with  the  board  or  trough,  is  fet  in  a  cool 
place  for  two  or  three  days ;  it  is  then  removed  from  the 
board,  and  again  cubbed  with  (alt  and  pepper,  after  which 
it  b  hung  up  by  the  tsul,  and  expofed  to  the  rays  of  the 
fun,  or  the  iieat  of  the  fire.     Care  b  previoufly  taken  to 
ftcetch  out  the  fi(h  by  means  of  fmall  (licks  or  hoops  placed 
acrols  it  from  fide  to  fide.    After  it  has  remained  in  the 
beat  a  f/tyt  days,  it  is  hung  up  in  the  kitchen,  or  other  dry 
place,  tiU  u(ed.    Every  method  b  taken  to  keep  the  fi(h 
from  piitrefadion.     It  b  an  error  to  fappofe,  as  fome  have 
igoerantly  done,  that  kippered  (almon  means  corrupted 
falmon. 

Some  people,  in  order  to  give  the  kipper  a  peculiar 
tafte,  highly  reliihed  by  not  a  few^  carefully  fmoke  it  with 
peat  reek,  or  the  reek  of  Juniper  bu(hes.  This  b  com- 
monly done  by  hanging  it  up  fo  near  a  chimney  in  which 
peats,  or  Juniper  buihes  are  burnt,  as  that  it  receives  the 

fmoke. 
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fmoke.    There  it  remaitis  two  or  three  weeks,  by  which 
time  it  generallj  acquires  the  tafte.     Stiroon  kippered  im 
this  manner  ofually  fella  i  d.  per  lb.  higher  than  when  £relli« 
This  parifli  and  neighbourhood  were,  for  a  long  dme, 
onhappilj  expofed  to  the  phindering  inroads  of  large  com- 
panies  of  migratory  freebooters,  who  for  faiety  lurked  ia 
the  borders  of  the  Highlands.     Thefe  depredators  made 
frequent  incurfions  into  the  pariflies  of  Buchanan,  Balfrone^ 
Killeam,  Dumbarton,  Kilpatricks,  \ic.  and  carried  off  nU 
the  cattle  they  could  find.     This  in&motts  praffioe  wns 
continued  fo  late  as  the  year  1743,  and  perhaps  later. 
Long  before  that,  however,  feme  gentlemen  near  the  bor- 
der of  the  Highlands,  undertook,  for  certain  fums  of  money, 
to  proted  the  property  of  their  neighbours,  or  to  make  a 
full  recompence  for  what  was  ftolen  froni   them.    The 
money  paid  for  tbb  prote&ion  was  called  the  Biaci  Mait^ 
and  was  paid  agreeably  to  a  bargain  concluded  upon  by  the 
two  cbntrading  parties.    One  of  the  original  contrads  re- 
mains in  the  pofleffion  of  Mr  Dunmore  at  BaUikinrain. 
As  tbis  contraft  is  not  only  a  literary  curiofity,  but  is  per* 
haps  the  only  contraA  of  the  kind  now  e^ifting,  and  as  it 
exhibits  a  true  picture  of  the  date  of  the  country  (b  late  as 
the  year  1741,  and  likewife  leads  us  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
happy  alteration  that  has  fioce  taken  place,  the  fnbjoined 
copy  of  it  verbatim  will  not,  it  is  prefumcd,  be  unaccept- 
able to  the  public,  efpecialjy  as  the  report  of  the  Black 
Mail  is  fo  generally,  yet  fo  imperfedly  known  ♦• 

*  Copy  of  a  Contn^  for  keeping  a  Watch  on  the  Borden  of  tb* 
Highlands,  anno  174X. 

It  is  rontraaed,  agreed,  and  finally  ended  betwixt  the  nartiet  under- 
written, to  witt;  James  and  John  Graham  elder  and  yoonger  of  Glca* 
gyle,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  gentlemen,  heritors,  and  tenants,  within 
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ikt  flwcteftodi,  Stirliag,  and  Dnmbtrton, who  are  hcieto  fubfcribiog,  on 
tke  other  put»  in  OMUmer  following :  Whcrets,  of  Utc  yean,  fereral  per- 
foos  within  the  boonds  afore&id  have  been  wtrj  great  fufferer«  throng h 
ftcaliag  of  their  cattle,  horfes,  and  flieep;  for  preventing  whereof  the 
Cndi  Janet  and  John  CMmids,  with  and  under  the  conditiont,  provi- 
fiona,  004  for  tie  coafei  after  fpceilied,  heraby  bind  and  oblige  them^ 
cttofonftly  and  leTcrally,  their  heirt,  execoton,  and  fucceflon,  that  the 
£ud  JaoMs  Orahaaae  frail  keep  the  lands  fab(cribed  for,  and  annexed  to 
the  rei^oAive  fttbicriptioni,  Ikaithlefi  of  any  lofi,  to  be  foflaincd  by  the 
heriion,  tenants,  or  iohabitanti  thereof,  through  the  dealing  and  away 
taking  of  their  cattle,  horfet,  or  flieep,  and  diat  for  the  Ipace  of  feven  yean 
CBflplcte,  ftnaa  and  alter  the  teroi  of  Whitfonday  next  to  come ;  and  for 
Ant  dhAt  either  to  retnin  the  cattle  foftolen  from  time  to  time,  or  other* 
wayc^  within  6  monethi  af^er  the  theft  committed,to  make  payment  to  the 
pcHbnt  ftom  whom  diey  were  ftolen,  of  their  tme  value,  to  be  afcertained 
by  the  oaths  of  theownen,  before  any  Judge-ordinary;  providing  aU 
w^s^  tkat  intimation  be  made  to  the  iaid  James  Graham,  at  his  houfe  in 
Gorreilet,  or  wfaeic  he  flwU  happen  to  rcfide  for  the  time,  of  the  num- 
ber and  flMiks  of  the  cattle,  fliee)>,  or  horfe  ftoleo,  and  that  within  4I 
houn  Cram  the  time  that  the  proprieton  thereof  flnll  be  able  to  provo 
by  hable  witnefies,  or  their  own  or  ^£at  herds  oaths,  that  the  cattle  a* 
[  were  foco  upon  their  nfoal  pafture  within  the  fpace  of  48  houn 
at  to  the  intimation,  as  fcid  is;  and  declaring,  that  it  (hall  be  fof. 
Ment  if  the  heritor!  or  tenants,  be-fouth  or  be-eaft  the  towo  of  Drymeo* 
make  intiasation  in  writing  at  the  houfe  of  Archibald  Strang,  merchant 
in  Drymen,  of  their  IoASes  in  the  before  mentioned,  to  a  perfon  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  faid  James  Gnbam  of  Glengyle  to  attend  theire  for  that 
porpofe,  and  in  his  abfence  to  the  faid  Archibald.    And  further,  it  it 
IpeciaUy  condefeended  to  and  agreed  npon,  that  the  faid  James  Onhame 
fliaU  notbe  bound  for  lellitutioii  in  cafes  of  fmall  pickereys ;  declaiing^ 
that  an  horfe  or  black  cattle  ftolen  within  or  without  doors,  or  any  num« 
bcr  of  flieep  above  fix,  fliall  be  conflru^ed  to  be  theft,  and  not  pickcrey. 
And  with  regard  to  horfes  and  cattle  ftolen  within  the  bounds  aforefaid, 
and  carried  to  the  footh,  the  faid  James  Grahame  obliges  him,  that  he 
AaW  be  as  ferviceable  to  the  gentlemen  fubfcribcn  in  that  cafe  as  he' 
poflibly  can ;  and  if  he  cannrt  rrcover  them,  he  fubroiti  himfelf  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  heriton  in  whole  ground  die  theft  is  committed,  whe* 
thcr  he  fliall  be  liable  for  their  value  or  not. 

And  it  Is  hereby  exprefrly  provided  and  declared  by  both  parties. 
That  in  cafe  of  war  within  the  country,  that  this  prefent  contra  A  Ihall 
thcncefertb  ceafo  and  become  Toid ;  for  the  which  canfei,  and  on  tho 
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other  put,  the  beriton  and  tenaiitt  hereto  fubfiacilttaf ,  with  tod  oader 
the  provifions  t»d  decUntions  aboire  and  under  written,  biod  and  oblige 
them,  their  hein»  cxecuton,  and  fucceflbrv  to  make  payment  to  the  find 
James  Grabamc  of  Clengyle,  or  to  any  perlbn  be  (hall  appoint  to  recetre 
the  Umt,  of  the  fom  of  L.  4  yevly  during  the  fpace  fore&id,  for  ilk 
bondred  ponod  of  ye  valaed  rent  of  the  landt  anneied  to  tfaeir  refptc* 
tivc  fubfcriptions,  and  that  at  two  terms  in  the  jear,  Whiifunday  and 
Martinmas,  by  equal  portions,  beginning  the  firft  terms  payment  thereof 
at  the  laid  term  of  Whitfanday  nist,  for  the  half  year  immediately  fol- 
lowing, Smd  fo  furth,  to  continue  at  the  (aids  terms  daring  the  conti- 
nuance of  thefe  prefeott :  provideing  always,  like  as  is  hereby  ipeciallyr 
provided  and  declared,  that  it  (hall  be  leilbme  and  lawful  for  both 
parties  to  quite  and  give  up  this  prefent  contraA  at  the  end  of  every  year 
if  they  think  fit,  intimation  being  always  made  on  the  part  of  the  faid 
James  Grabame  at  the  rrfpedive  kirk«doors  within  the  bounds  aforc(aid, 
on  a  Sabbath  day,  immediately  after  the  forenoon's  lermon,  a  moneth  be- 
fore expiration  of  the  year:  and  on  the  part  of  the  heiitors  and  other 
(jibfcriber«,  by  a  letter  to  the  (aid  James  Orahame  from  them,  and  ano- 
.  tfaer  from  him,  ackoowledgcing  the  receipt  thereof,  or  the  atteftation  of 
two  wittneiTes,  that  t)ie  letter  was  left  at  his  houfe,  or  was  delyvered  to 
himfelf  two  moneths  before  ezpyring  of  the  year;  it  being  always  under- 
flood,  that  any  fubfcriber  may  qnitt  and  give  up  the  contraA  for  his  owa 
part,  whether  the  reft  con/cur  or  not  at  the  end  of  each  year,  as  (aid  ia. 
And  both  parties  bind  and  oblidge  them  and  their  fore(aids  to  pef(brm 
the  premifles  htiu  iitdt  to  others  under  the  penalty  of  L.  ao  Sterling,  to 
be  payed  by  the  party  failzier  to  the  paxty  obfcrver,  or  willing  to  obferve 
their  part  thereof,  attour  performance.  And  moreover,  for  the  (aid  James 
Grahame's  further  encouragement,  and  for  the  better  reftrainiog  th^ 
^vil  pra^ices  abo.va  mentioned,  the  fubfcribers  hereby  declare,  that  it  ia 
their  intention  that  all  foch  thieves  and  pickers  as  (hall  be  apprehended 
by  the  laid  James  Grah^me  of  Gleogyle.  or  occafionally  by  any  other 
perfon  within  the  bounds  arorrfaid,  againfk  whom  there  is  fufficient 
proof,  (hall  be  profecute  according  to  law,  and  brought  to  joftice.  And 
fur  greater  fccurity,  both  the  iaids  parties  confent  to  the  regiftratioo 
hereof  in  the  books  of  Counril  and  Seflion,  or  othon  competent,  dial 
letters  of  horning  on  fi;c  dayes,.  and  other  ^zecutorials  needfull,  may  pa& 
hereon  as  effeiis.    And  to  that  cficifl  they  cooltitute 

their  procurators,  &c.  In  witnefs  whereof,  both  the  faids  parties  have  fnb- 
fcribed  chefe  prefents,  confiding  of  this  and  the  preceding  (beet,  writ, 
len  on  ftamped  paper,  by  Andrew  Dick,  chyrurgeon  in  Brymen,  at  Bal- 

gbi». 
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t^  tlie  tMiityetii  day  of  Aprile  Iro  Yije  and  fotirty-one  yean,  by  Robert 
BoBinn  ofMildoTmii*  before  William  M'Lea  his  fcrrant,  and  Mr  Wil- 
Bmb  Johfiftofi  fchoolmaftcr  at  BalgUs,  the  faid  Robert  Bontein  hating 
fiU  gp  hit  firil  dmte,  and  witneffes  names  and  defignations.  At  Balli. 
Uanin  the  tniatie'firft  day  of  forefaid  moneth  and  year,  by  James  Napier 
ofBallikiDnni,  before  AlezasderYuiU  his  ferrant,  and  Gibert  Conan,^ 
tnaat  in  BalHkinnitii,  the  faid  James  Napier  having  filled  np  this  fecond 
tef  witocflEes  names  and  defignations,  Att  Boquhan  the  tuenty- fecond 
^  of  Aprile^  iii«octh  fbrfmd,  and  year,  by  Hugh  Buchanan  of  Balquhan, 
he&ie  thefe  witiicfles«  John  Plterfon  and  Robert  Duncan,  both  tenants 
T'  Att  Olhtt,  tbe  tnenty-feTenth  day  of  moneth  and  year  forefaid,  be- 
fcte  diefe  witnefes,  Walter  Monteath  of  Keyp,  and  John  Buchanan 
ytongcr  of  GUns.  Att  Eailer  Glins,  the  twenty.ferenth  day  of  moneth 
odyear  forefaid,  before  thefe  witnefies,  Walter  Monteath  of  Keyp,  and 
Thoau  Wrifht  yoonger  of  Eafter  Glins,  fubfcribet  be  Alexander  Wright 
of  Pnfid.  Ait  Ammere,  the  firft  day  of  Mey  feventin  hundred  and 
^  &rtie-4»ie  years,  befor  thees  witnes,  AKb^k  Leckie  of  Ammere,  and 
Salter  Menteath  younger  of  Keyp,  Walter  Monteath,  att  above  place, 
dty,  date,  year,  and  witnefi^s,  by  James  Key  portioner  of  Edenbelly, 
aondi,  date,  place,  and  year  afbrefaid,  before  thefe  witnefles,  Walter 
Mosfeatb  therein,  and  Walter  Monteith  yoanger  of  Keyp,  and  by  Ro- 
Wn  Gatbraith  at  Fintrie,  fourth  May,  before  Robert  Farrie  of  Balgro. 
*2ttD,  aad  James  Vre»  tenant  in  Hilitowne  of  Bilgair. 

^lll  Johnfton,  witnefs.  Robert  Bontein  of  Mildovan,  for  my 
William  M*Lea»  witnefs.  lands  of  Balglas  in  tlie  paroch  of 
Gilbert  Cowao»  witnefs.  Killem,  being  Three  hundred  and 
Alexander  Tuill,  witne(%.  fifty  pound  of  valuation  ;  and 
]fl^  Pat^ribn,  witneft.  lands  of  Provanftoun,  in  the  pa^ 
Bobett  Duncan,  witnefs.  vech  of  Balfron,  Ninety- leven 
Walter  Monteath,  witnefs,  l^xnanA  feren  (hilling  valuation. 
John  Buchanan,  witnefs.  Juqcs  Napier  of  Ballikinrain,  for 
'^'liOBMs  Wright,  witnefs.  my  lands  in  the  paroch  of  Killern, 
Archibald  Leckie,  witnefir.  being  Two  hundred  and  fixtie 
filter  Monteith,  witncA.  ponnd  of  valaation.  Aad  for  my 
'^lum^er  Wright,  witneA.  Lord  Napter's  lands  in  (aid  pa- 
Archibald  Leckie^  witnefs.  roctt,  being  Three  hundred  and 
^slter  Monteath,  witnefs.  twentie-eight  poutid  of  Taluatioa. 
^•iter  Monteathy  witnefs.  And  f<»r  Culcreuch's  lands  in  the 
^^!^m.  Farrie,  witnefs.  ^och  of  Fintrie,   being  Seven 

James 


1 18  Stati/lUal  Account 

Janet  Ure,  wfeaeft.  Imadfea  tad  twcalie  fcvvo  poood 

JoKn  Bachaaaii,  witncTt.  of  ▼alottiMi.    And  for  fiud  Gd- 

]tfli€i  M'Orimt,  witncft.  «feodi*f  ludi,  is  the  pwodi  oT 

Ballrooe,  bdag  One  hitiidreA  and 

ten  p<mnd  of  valMtion. 

lio.  Bocliuitti  of  Bu^Biunif  nr  ny 

Undi  of  BongliM  iad  Braalwgle* 

in  tke  puoch  of  KiU«tt«f  bciac 

'   One  toadfodl  «id  levtsty^kiee 

ponnd  of  vmlnation. 

'   VMn   Bncko^ui  of  OKm.   Tw« 

kondcr  festie-rvo  pood  valnatiMi. 

John  Wriffac  of  Eftcr  GliBi»  Siztae. 

6ipo«ad  val. 
Aki«n4cr  Wrig lu  of  Pofidop.  On 
trandred  aod  tere  poond  nd  fix 
fliilulf  and  cf  h^eonj  Scot  ▼»- 


Walur  Monteath  of  Kyjv  Three 
hundfed  pounds  Taluatioo. 

James  Key,  poitioner  of  Eabliojr, 
for  icxtiej-fix  pond  Scocs  Talo- 
ation. 

Robert  Galbrsith,  poitionerofEdin- 
bely,  for  tlu  itie-three  pound  Scots 
valuation. 

Alexander  Buchanan  of  Cremanan, 
for  mj  bnd  of  Cremaiian,  in  the 
paroch  of  Balf ran,  and . 
being  Two  hundred  and    fixtj- 
eight  poond  of  yaluation. 

And  die  faids  James  tad  John  Grahames  have  fnbfieribed  theGt  pre- 
kpH  at  Buchanan^  the  eleventh  of  June  laj  vij  and  fonrtyone  yean,  be- 
fore Da?i4  Grmme  of  OrchilU  end  John  Smith  writer  in  Buchanan  :  Do* 
clareidg,  that  notwithftandiog  of  the  date  of  the  £udt  James  and  John 
Qrahame's  fubfcription,  yet  it  fliaU  be  undcrftood,  that  the  obtigatioaa 
on  both  party t  by  this  contraA  fl»U  and  do  commenee  from  Whttfunday 
laj  ▼!)  aod  fourty^oneb  in  regard  it  wu  agreed  beivizt  the  partys,  that 
the  finds  obligations  itoold  commence  at  that  tetm.    The  date,  wit. 

neflea 
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heHes  namei  and  defignations,  with  this  declaration*  being  wrote  by  th« 
f»id  John  Smith,  and  declared  to  be  part  of  this  coniraa. 

Da  Grzme.  witncfs.  Ja  Grahame. 

John  Smith,  witnefe.  Jo*»n  GVaham. 

It  would  appear,  from  the  following  letter,  that  this  contraA  was 
not  diiadvantageous  to  Mr  Grahame ; 

Sir,  Balikinrain^  May  2$   '743- 

Notwidiftandingof  the  contraA  entered  into  betwiaifeveral  gentlemen 
of  the  Ihyres  of  Stirling  and  Dumbarton,  y«'n  and  I,  anncnt  keeping  of  a 
♦atch,  Whereby  you  wa»  to  pay  yearly  four  pir  cent,  of  valuation ;  yet  I 
now  agree  with  you  for  three  ^^r  cent,  for  the  Unds  you  have  coniraaed 
for ;  and  that  for  the  firft  term  of  Whitfunday.  and  in  time  comeing  da- 
ring  the  ftanding  of  the  contraa.  And  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble 
fcmnt.  JA.  GRAHAME. 

Lciving  the  reader  to  make  what  reficAions  on  this  curious  contraa 
he  pleafes,  1  Oiall  only  obfcrve.  that  Mr  Grahame.  in  this  affair,  is  to  be 
conGdered  as  a  more  fucceftful  keeper  of  the  peace,  defender  of  juftice, 
tndguarMitecing  power,  than  moft  who  have  affumed  thefe  charaaers; 
for  by  hil  aaivity  and  vigilance.  In  a  few  years,  juftice.  honefty  and 
peicc  were,  in  thU  part  of  the  country,  eftablifhed  on  a  firm  apd  lafting 
foundation,  and  ctontiiiue  to  operate  without  the  aid  of  contraai, 
watches,  or  guarantees. 
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NUMBER   VI. 
PARISH  OF  NEWBURN, 


(GoovTT  AMD  SrvoD  Of  Fxn»  FaiaBTTsaT  07 
St  Akorxw's. 


By  tie  Rev.  Mr  Lawrie,  Mmifie^ 


ExieMtf  SkmUhnf  Surface^ 

npRE  puifh  of  Newburn,  is,  od  an  average,  about  3-^. 
^  EnglUh  miles  long,  and  2  broad,  is  fituated  in  the 
Prcfbytery  of  St  Andrew's,  and  Sjnod  of  Fife,  bounded- 
on  the  £.  by  Kilconquhar ;  on  the  W.  by  Largo ;  bj 
part  of  both  Aefic  partfliesou  the  N.  and  on  the  S.  by  the 
lea.  The  foil  in  general  is  very  fertile,  and  prodoces  ex-- 
ceUent  crops.  Almoft  the  whole  land  in  the  parifli  is 
arable  and  indofed.  The  late  Mr  Craigie  of  Lawhill 
(now  Hall-hill)  began  inclofing,  and  the  &rmers  feefn  fiiUj 
convinced  of  its  advantages.  Wheat  grew  here  more  thaa 
half  a  century  ago ;  but  a  far  greater  quantity  is  raifed 
now  than  before.  Turnips  and  potatoes  were  introduced 
many  yeais  ago  likewile  \,  but  the  former,  owing  to  the 

natural 
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oatoral  fertility  of  the  foil»  i^nd  the  improved  ftate  of  agri* 
cnltoret  have  beea  cultivated  with  remarkable  fuccels.  The 
laxariant  turoip-crops  in  this  diftrid  in  favourable  feafons, 
might  arreft  the  attention  oi  the  traveller,  who  has  viiited 
tnore  fortunate  climea. 

Populaiiom  and  State  of  the  Poor* — ^The  populaUon  in 
1755  was  438  fouls.     The  number  of  fouls  was  found  hj 
the  minifier,  in  the  courfe  of  his  parochial  vifitation  in 
April  i794f  to  amount  exaftly  to  456.    From  a  recent 
enumeration  it  appearedt  that  the  inhabitants  under  xo 
years  of  age  were  142.    The  annual  average  of  births  for 
the  lafi  10  ypars  appears  from  the  regifter  to  be  12.    The 
annual  average  of  marriages  is  3,  and  that  of  deaths  6. 
Though  the  climate  is  favourable  to  longevity,  and  epi- 
demical diftempers  feldom  prevail,  infeSion  is  communi- 
cated when  any  malignant  difeafe  does  appear,  by  th^ 
common  people  refbrting  from  all  quarters  to  the  apart* 
ments  of  the  fick,  without  adopting  auy  means    which 
would  tend  to  prevent  its  difFufion.    Far  be  it  from  any 
Chrifiian  to  difcourage  innocent  ezprefllons  of  friendihip 
to  the  diftrefledi  yet  the  attendance  of  many  idle  vifi- 
tors  on  the  fick  is  extremely  culpable.    They  not  only 
hurt  tbem  in  feveral  refpe£b,  but  alfo  endanger  their  own 
lives,  and  thofe  pf  their  neighbours.   On  thefe  accounts,  the 
indifcriminate  pradice  of  vifiting  the  fick,  whether  it  pro^ 
ceeds  from  an  impertinent  curiofity,  or  a  miilaken  principle 
of  benevolence,  is  often  attended  with  the  npioft  fatal  efieds. 
But  wherever  prejudice  or  cuftom,  in  fpite  of  falutary  re- 
moaflrancc,  leads  **  every  one  to  do  that  which  is  right  in 
•*  one's  own  eyes,"  many  of  confequence  will  do  wrong. 

The  number  of  poor  perfons  on  the  pariih-roU  is  feveo^ 
who  are  fupported  by  the  coUe^oas  on  Sunday,  and  the 

intereft 
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intereft  of  a  confidcrable  fum  of  monej  appropriated  to 
tbrm.  The  relief  granted  to  each  individual  varies  ac- 
cording CO  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  Be  fide  their 
ftatcd  allowance^  occafional  fupplj  is  given  where  it  is 
judged  neceiT.try.  7  he  poor  are  maintained  in  their  own 
houfes  \  and»  on  ap  average,  the  annual  fum  expended  for 
tiieir  fupport,  may  be  about  L.  13  Sterling.  But  relief  is 
not  confined  to  thefe  penfioners  alone.  The  eftablifhed[ 
grovifion  tor  the  benefit  of  the  indigent,  enables  the  church- 
feflion  to  extend  their  chantj,  and  receive  the  applications 
of  fanilies  who  are  reduced  to  the  necei&ty  of  foliciting 
aOiitdnce,  in  confequcnce  of  accidental  mistortunes.  Church- 
fefliuns  are  generally  allowed  to  be  the  moil  faithful  admi- 
niUrators  of  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor; 
and  indeed,  their  judicious  arrangements  have  merited  the 
approbation  of  the  moft  enlightened  part  of  the  commit- 
nity. 

Ecclefiajlical  State  of  the  Parijh, — ^It  has  been  often  re- 
marked, that  Newburn,  tor  many  years  pail,  has  been  a 
nurfery  ot  Seccders  \  and  remarked  with  furprife,  that  a 
fmall  arm  of  the  fca  (hould  be  the  boundary  between  mo^ 
deration  ^n^fanaticifm.  Cameronians,  independents,  pcr- 
fons  belonging  to  the  Burgher  Congregation,  and  alfo  to 
what  is  called  the  Relief  Congregation,  are  to  be  found 
here.  The  number  of  Independents  is  about  20.  They 
are  the  only  fcft  who  have  a  place  of  meeting  for  public 
worfhip  in  the  parilh.  The  members  of  the  Relief  Coo- 
grrgation  ate  about  the  fame  number;  the  Burghers  a- 
mount  to  12  ;  and  the  number  of  Cameronians  is  confined 
to  two.  It  is  pleafing,  however,  to  a  philofophic  and  a 
pious  mind  to  pereeive,  that  the  intolerant  party-fpirit 
Ivhich  has  too  often  charaderized  leftaries,  is  far  leis  pre* 

Talent 
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vaknt  tban  in  former  times.  Diverfitj  of  religious  fenti' 
ments  does  not  prevent  focial  intercourfC|  and  mutual  good 
oflices. 

In  defcribing  the  general  charader  of  the  people,  it  ii 
but  jaftice  to  pronounce  them  fober,  regular,  induftrious. 
Huiqanitj,  too,  it  muft  be  mentioned  to  their  honour, 
holds  a  confpicuous  place  in  the  catalogue  of  their  virtues. 
It  is  bat  juftice  alfo  to  add,  that  of  late  no  addition  has 
been  'made  to  the  number  of  Seceders  in  this  pariih} 
on  the  contrary,  one  t>f  the  elders  of  the  Relief  Congre- 
gation has  returned  to  the  Eft^bliihed  Church :  rational 
religion  feems  to  be  gaining  ground ;  and  the  fmall  re- 
mainder of  enthufiafm  will  mofl  probably  die  with  them 
who  cherifli  it. 

The  patroneia  of  the  parifli  is  Mrs  Halket  Craigie  of 
Hall-hill.  There  are  7  heritors ;  at  prefent  only  3  of  thena 
refide  in  the  parilh.  The  benefice  here  is  one  of  thofe 
which  greatly  requires  increafe  ;  and  a  proceis  of  augmen- 
tation is  about  to  be  commenced.  The  money -ilipend  at 
prefent  is  L.  40  :  ix  :  i  Sterling,  and  the  vidhial-ftipend 
confifls  only  of  7  bolls  of  wheat,  3a  bolls  i  peck  of  bear, 
and  34  bolls,  3  firlots,  3  pecks  of  oats.  The  glebe  fcarceiy 
includes  4  acres.  The  vidual-ftipend,  at  an  average,  is 
bat  L.  40  Sterling  per  annum^  as  part  of  the  lands  which 
paj  fiipend  are  of  an  inferior  quality. 

5SrAoo/.— The  parochial  fchool  is  of  confiderable  repute. 
Several  gentlemen's  fons  refort  to  it  for  education,  which 
they  receive  on  very  moderate  terms.  Engliih  is  taught 
for  1 8.  6  d. ;  writing  and  Engliih  for  2  s. ;  arithmetic  for 
as.  6d.;  and  Latin  for  as.  6d.  /^quarter.  The  local 
fitoation  is  eligible  in  two  refpe£b :  It  is  favourable  both 
to  their  health  and  they-  morals.     The  air  is  falubrious  \ 

and 


t34  Staiijlical  Account 

ted  the  youth  arc  not  cspoTcd  to  the  ocmtagioii  €t  ihofe 
vices  which  unhappily  prevail  in  large  lowa9. 

About  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  John  Wood,  Efif^ 
^oprietor  of  the  lands  of  Orkte,  deftined  that  property 
Ikfter  his  death  for  ereding  a  free  gramniar  fchool  in  the 
parilh  of  Drumelry,  alia$  Newburn,  and  maintaining  fix 
poor  fcholars  thereat.  The  rent  of  thefe  lands  is  now 
about  L.  Z40  Sterling  per  w*¥mt  and  the  parochial 
fbhoolmafter  educates  and  maintains  the  poor  fcholara  on 
Mr  Wood's  mortificiUi^tff  u  it  is  eaUed  in  Scottiili  Inw 
language  ;  for  he  officiates  in  a  double  capacity^  bwig 
chofeu  both  by  the  heritors  and  the  patrons  of  the  mor- 
tification already  mentioned*    By  the-  deed.  '  Sir  Thomas 

*  Gonrlay  of  Slincraig/  l^c.  *  the  minifter  of  Newbum/ 
ifc.  and  *  their  fucceflbrs  wbatfomeyer,  are  app<»ated 

*  lawfiily  undoubted  patrons  of  the  foundation  and  mor- 

*  tiGcation  in  all  time  coming/    Boys  of  the  fiiiiiame  of 
IVood  are  always  to  hare  a  prefereact « 

Price  of  Lahonr  0m4  Pr^f^ifiom^^-^Tht  yearly  wages  of 
farm-fervants  is  about  L.  7  for  men»  and  L.  3  for  women, 
beCde  their  vida'als.  The  wages  of  the  day-labourer  is 
IS.)  in  time  of  barvefl  they  are  rather  higher ;  for  mow- 
ing hay  he  gets,  f^  day,  z  s.  6  d.  The  day  wages  of  a 
mafon  is  from  is.  6  d.  to  a  s. ;  of  a  tailor  z  s.  when  he 
Jiirniflies  provifions  to  himfelf ;  and  when  viftuals  are  pro- 
vided for  himi  6  A* 

The  average  price  of  beef  is  3i  d»  >kr  lb* ;  df  veal,  3!  d.  > 
and  of  mutton  the  fame.  The  prive  of  a  hen,  at  an  average, 
is  X  s. ;  of  a  duck,  9  d. ;  of  a  pig  fit  for  table,  5  s.  Butter 
is  about  8  d.  per  lb.  But  the  price  of  labour  and  provi- 
fions,  in  genera],  is  mere  than  doubled  within  theie  30 
years. 

Improvemenfi 
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Impr^emtnts  Juggefitd. — Befides  putting  the  roads  id 
better  repair,  the  efiablilhdient  of  a  more  regular  market 
woold  alio  be  a  verj*  confiderable  advantage  in  this  part  of 
the  country.    Another  difadvantagc,    under  which   noi^ 
only  this,  but  the  adjacent  pariifaes  labour,  is  the  weight 
of  bread  being  left  entirely  to  the  will  of  the  baker. 
Wherever  this  is  the  cafe,  the  confumcr  is  liable  to  fuf< 
fef  lofs ;  and  the  very  exemption  from  any  regulation  on 
this  point  is  a  temptation  to  injuftice.    A  remedy  cer- 
tainly exifts  fomewhere,  and  it  ought  to  be  fpeedily  *p^ 
plied.    To  remove  the  local  inconvenience  complained  of, 
or  rather  the  general  evil,  might  not  the  bread  be  occa*    * 
fionaUy  infpeded  by  fome  proper  perfon  appointed  for  that 
purpofe  by  the  jufticea  of  the  peace  ?  And  wherever  the 
weight  is  foutfd  deficient,  let  the  bread  be  given  to  the 
poor.    The  very  idea  of  being  fubjeft  to  the  jorifdiiftion  of 
the  juftices  rf  peace,  or  of  feeling  the  confequences  of  the 
eomphinta  lodged  with  them,  woi&ld  operate  as  a  powerful 
reftraint  on  men  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  impofe 
both  on  the  rich  and  the  poor,  it  is  faid,  by  charging  what 
they  chufe  for  a  loaf,  which  might  be  purchaftd  in  other 
places,  where  there  is  a  check  and  controuling  power  over 
bakers,  for  a  far  more  reafonable  price.    While  fome  of 
the  people  complain  of  imaginary  grievances  under  the 
happy  conftitutioQ  where  they  live,  it  is  hoped  the  reat 
one  now  fpecified  will  be  removed  as  foon  as  it  is  pofSble. 

AMtiquuits.''^'^l\ifttt  are  veftiges  of  the  eaft  part  of  the. 
church  having  been  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel. 

If  we  may  give  credit  to  the  records  and  traditions 

which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  of  that  early  period,  the 

CuMees,  who  are  thought  to  have  been  the  firft  regular 

clergy  in  *5cc//aff^,  had  a  church  and  refideoce  in  this  paridi 

3  f» 
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fo  early  as  the  time  of  Malcolm  Cantnore,  The  ^arlieft  rt* 
cords  which  nre  have  of  thefe  monks  mention  Hungus  the 
firit  King  of  the  Fids,  as  their  Great  Bcnefador ;  and  St 
Andrew's,  or  its  neighhourhood,  as  their  chief  refidence« 
Brude,  the  laft  King  of  the  Pi6b,  made  a  donation  to  them 
of  the  iile  of  Lochleven^  Kirknels  was  given  to  them  by 
M^Betbf  fon  of  Finlay  \  and  thi  ir  Majefties  King  Malcolm^ 
and  his  Queen  St  Margaret ^  granted  to  them  the  village 
of  Baicbrifiie  ♦,  (or,  as  it  has  been  interpreted  by  foroe, 
the  Town  of  Chriflian),  in  this  panih.  The  pr^fent  pro- 
prietor of  the  village  (Mr  Chrillie  of  Balchrifiie)  informs 
me,  that  fome  years  ago  he  dug  up  the  foundation^ftones 
of  an  old  edifice  near  the  weflern  wall  of  his  garden,  and 
in  the  very  place  where,  according  to  the  beft  accounts, 
the  church  of  the  Culdees  flood.  Some  fay,  thb  was  the 
firft  Chriftian  church  in  Scotland ;  and,  indeed,  the  name 
of  Balchrifiie,  as  above  explained,  and  the  high  probability 
of  the  Culdees  landing  firft  on  the  adjacent  inviting  fhore, 
give  confiderable  countenance  to  the  tradition. 

Additional  Ohfervationi. — This  fituation  has  been  long 
admired  for  variegated  fcenery  and  an'  extenfive  view. 
The  fcene  now  before  me,  confilUng  of  woods  and  waters, 
and  hills  and  dales,  is  fuch  as  the  writer  of  romance  might 
have  delighted  to  feign.  Hall-bill  at  prefent  appears  in 
ruins ;  but  a  new  manfion  houte,  as  is  believed,  will  foon 
add  to  the  beauty  of  thefe  rur»l  wilds.  Ha  latebra  dulcts 
etiam^  Ji  credos'  anuena.  The  gentlemen  are  elegantly 
lodged  themfelves ;  and  their  tenants  have  far  better  farm- 
houfes  than  in  former  times.     All  ranks,  indeed,  feem  to 

participate 

•  Vide  Guthrie's  Miftory  of  Scoilaod,  and  the  authorities  to  which  he 
refers. 
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participate  more  of  the  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  life 
than  their  fathers— more  than  many  of  themfelves  did  in 
the  dajs  that  are  paft.  From  the  communications  of  the 
clergy,  this  feems  to  be  the  cafe  through  all  the  land, 
which  is  one  proof,  among  many  others,  that  might  be 
produced,  of  the  fiitilky  and  the  falfehood  of  thofe  com- 
plaints which  fome  malcontents  have  been  pleafed  to  ad- 
vance againft  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  But  the 
period  ha;>  now  fortunately  arrived  when,  in  confequence 
of  the  vigilance  of  a  vigorous  adminiftration,  and  the  good 
fenfe  of  an  enlightened  people^  Britain  is  fofved^  and  Vii- 
lany^  it  is  prefumed,  will  no  longer  dare  to  addrefs  Igno- 
rance; the  period  has  now  fortunately  arrived,  when  the 
eye  of  loyalty  is  gladdened  to  fee,  that  they  who  had 
flocked  to  the  (landard  of  fedition  are  fcattered :  Yes ! 
the  aufpicious  period  has  arrived,  when  thie  Genius  of  our 
favoured  ifle,  in  all  her  native  roajefty  and  magnanimity, 
can  proclaim  :  '*  My  children  abhor  the  fanguinary  fac- 
"  tions  of  France.  They  difavow  their  principles,  and  de- 
"  teft  their  pradice.  Principles  fo  bafe  they  leave  for  mif- 
"  creants  to  teach,  and  madmen  to  believe.  The  feafon  of 
"  deliifion  is  pad,  and  Britons  love  their  native  land.  Many 
"  wanderers  have  returned  to  the  Houfe  oftbdr  FaHber*** 
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NUMBER   VII. 

% 

PARISH  OF  PORTREE, 
ANCIENTLY   KILTARAGLAW, 


(County  or  Ikvkrkess,  Synod  or  Glekelg,  and 
Presbytery  of  Sky.) 


fy  Mr  Alexander  Campbell,  Scbooimajlert  Portree, 


Namey  Situation^  Extent^  lSc» 

PORTREE  was  a  part  of  Snizort  tUl  the  year  1726, 
when  it  was  erefted  into  a  feparate  parifli ;  and  is  ia 
called  from  its  excellent  harbour  of  the  fame  name.  Port- 
ree, or  rather  Port  a  Rio^  (the  King's  Harbour),  is  a  Gaelic 
word,  compounded  of  Port^  an  Harbour,  and  Rio^  a  King. 
This  name  was  probably  given  to  it  as  far  back  as  the 
thirteenth  century,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  III.  of  Scot- 
land, when  Haco^  King  of  Norway^  after  his  dreadful  over- 
throw at  the  Largs  by  Alexander  Stuan,  great-grandfather 
of  him,  who,  the  firft  of  that  name^  reigned  in  Scotland, 
put  in  there  with  the  remains  of  his  (hipwrecked  fleet ;  or, 
as  fome  would  have  it,  not  till  the  times  of  James  V.  in 

confe^uence 
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confeqoeiice  of  that  monarch's  putting  in  there,  in  his  tour 
through  the  Hebrides.  It  is  fituated  in  the  preibyterj  of 
Skjy  Sjnod  of  Glenelg,  and  Gountj  of  Ijiverneis.  Its 
length  firom  N.  to  S.  is  9  computed  miles,  and  its  breadth 
throughout  3,  befides  the  iilands  of  Raafaj  and  Rooaj,  that 
form  a  great  part  of  it ;  the  former  of  which,  extending 
aU  along  the  coaft,  is  of  the  fame  length,  and  from  3  to  it 
miles  broad.  Ronaj  h  about  4  nules  long,  and  near  ;& 
broad  ;  and  the  whole  pariih  may  contain  an  area  of  41,900 
Iquare  acres.  It  is  bounded  on  the  N.  bj  Snizort ;  on  the 
£.  bj  the  channel  or  found  that  divides  Raafay  and  Ronay 
from  Applecrois  and  Gairloch  \  on  the  S.  by  Strath ;  and 
on  the  W.  by  an  eztenfive  moor  that  feparates  it  from 
Bracadale. 

The  ▼ariety  of  its  hills,  vallies,  and  plains,  and  the  pro* 
fped  of  the  Sound,  which,  excepting  in  fome  places  on  the 
coafi,  where  it  opens  to  the  view,  prefents  itfelf  in  the  like- 
nels  of  lochs  or  lakes,  give  the  country  a  very  agreeable 
and  pidurefque  appearance,  particularly  in  the  milder  fea- 
fons  of  the  year ;  and  throughout  this  part  of  the  High- 
lands, fcarcely  any  two  places  can  boaft  of  fituations  more 
beautiful  and  pleafant,  than  the  place  of  Portree  and  Cla" 
chant  or  Kirktown,  in  the  footh  end  of  Raafay,  the  pro- 
prietor's feat*  On  the  W.  Raafay  rifes  with  a  feemingly 
eafy  afcent,  to  a  great  heij^ht  above  the  fea,  and  terminates 
in  a  (mall,  round,  and  green  hill,  flat  at  the  top,  and  faced 
with  rock,  called  Dun-Ian^  from  its  fimilarity,  perhaps,  at  a 
difiance,  to  thefe  DaniOi  forts,  that  go  under  the  general 
name  of  Dunes^  fo  frequent  in  the  Highlands  and  iflands  j 
the  meaning  of  the  laft  part  of  the  name  is  not  certainly 
known.  Oh  the  E.  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  coaft  is  very 
high,  deep,  and  nearly  approaching  to  a  perpendicular ;  as 
is  alfo  the  coafl  of  Portree,  on  each  fide  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour;  but  more  efpecially  on  the  N.  where  huge  clifis 
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of  flupendous  height,  and  magnificentlj  gnad,  rife 
above  another  *.     At  the  bottom  of  tbe&  rocks  aboTe  the 
fliore,  for  more  than  i'4th  of  a  mile  in  kngth,  k  a  decS- 
▼itj  whieb,  though  fteep,  of  difficult  acceb,  and  everjr 
where  interfperfed  with  large  loofe   ftonet  that  fall  fr6iii 
th^  cliA  above,  yields  fuch  excellent  pafture,  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  poflefles  the  farm  to  which  it  belongs,  at  tli«. 
liik  of  lofing  fome  of  them  over  the  precipices,  fends  there 
every  fummer  a  part  even  of  his  milk  cows.    Here  as  well 
as  over  all  Skj^  from  the^height  of  the  hills  and  prosimity 
of  the  fea,  the  air  feldom  continues  long  of  the  fame  tem* 
perature ;  fometimes  it  is  drj,  oftener  moil),  and  in  die 
latter  end  of  winter  and  beginning  of  fpring,  cold  and  picr*- 
^  cing ;  at  an  average,  thcee  days  in  twelve  throughout  the 
year,  fcarccly  free  from  rain,  far  lels  from  clouds.     Thefe, 
attraded  by  the  hills,  fometimes  break  in  ufefulandre&efli- 
ing  ibowers ;  at  other  times  fuddenly  burfting,   pour  down 
their  contents  with  tremendous  noife,  in  impetuous  torrents 
that  deluge  the  plains  below,  and  render  the  fmalleft  rivu« 
let  impalTable  ;  which,  together  with  the  ftormy  winds  fo 
jcommon  in  this  country,  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and 
September,  frequently  blaft  the  hopes,  «nd  difappoint  the 
expeditions  of  the  hufbandman.     Snow  has  been  often 
known  to  lie  on  the  ground  from  three  to  feven  weeks  \ 
and  on  the  higheft  hills,  even  in  the  middle  of  June,  fome 
fppts  of  it  are  to  be  feen.     To  this  various  temperature  of 
the  air,  and  uncertainty  of  weather,  the  fevers  and  agues, 
faeadachs,  rheumatifms,  colds,    and  dyfenteries,  which  are 
the  prevalent, diftempers,  may  be*afcribed.     That  it  is  far, 

however, 

#  The  entrance  to  the  loch  on  the  north  fide,  prefents  a  pragg  refem- 
bliof  Saliibury  Craig,  and  is  called  Nicolfon^t  rock,  from  the  fanily 
which  inhabits  the  faroiy  vr\o  are  fatd  ^o  have  occupied  it  fiace  tht  time 
pi  the  Danes. 
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however^  firom  beiag  unwholfome,  is  fufficiently  evinced 
by  experience  ;  for  the  inhabitants  are,  in  general,  as  ih-ong 
and  healthy,  and  arrive  at  as  advanced  an  age,  as  thofe  who 
Uve  in  milder  climates,  and  under  a  ferener  iky.  The 
g««ic  is  not  known  as  a  diftemper  affe&ing  the  inhabitants. 

HiMs^  Woodsi  Laifs,  and  Rivers, — The  mo&  remarkable 
bill  in  the  parifli,  is  that  which,  W.  S.  W.  of  the  harbour, 
riics  above  it,  firft,'With  an  eafy  and  gentle  acclivity,  but 
becomes  deeper  nearer  the  top.    It  is  called  j^it  Suidbi. 
nuiMf  or  Fingal's  fitting  place,  becaufe  on  the  top  of  it  is 
a  green  hillock,  on  which,  fays  tradition,  Fingal  was  wont 
to  fit  in  ftate,  point  out  the  different  courfes,  and  furvey 
his  heroes  purfuing  the  chace.     From  this  hillock,  in  a 
clear  day,  the  lofty  hills  of  Cuillin  and  Strath,  the  pariflies 
of  Dnirinifh  and   Bracadale,  the  Long  Ifland,   North  and 
Sooth  Uid,  and  Barra  may  be  feen  ;  as  likewife  the  weft 
^de  of  Trotemifh,    Portree,   Raafay,  Appfecrois,  Loch- 
Carron,  and  the  interjacent  feas.     The  fides  of  the  hill  are 
covered  with  feveral  Farms  of  different  fizes ;  and,  except 
in  foroe  places  N.  and  S.  and  towards  the  top,  which  is 
either  rocky,  or  covered  with  heath,  the  whole  is  good  pa- 
ftnre  or  arable  ground.     Nearly  oppofite  to  this  hill,  at  a 
mile's  diftance,  S.  E.  of  the  harbour,  fifes  Betn-Dean-a' 
bbaig,  or  the  hill  of  his  defence,  having  alfo  on  its  top  a 
green  hillock,  called  Cruachan  Mbic  Swain^  (Macfwain's 
eminence),  remarkable  only  for  its  fimilarity  to  that  cm 
the  top  of  Ait  Suidbe  Tbuin^  excepting  the  tradition,  that 
a  fon  of  Swain,  or  SifenOf  a  Danifli  or  Norwegian  king,  lies 
buried  there,  may  be  thought  deferving  of  notice.     On  the 
fide  of  Betn^Dian^a-bbaigf   that  looks  towards  Raafay,  and 
which  is  extremely  fteep,  rifes  a  number  of  rocks  of  coni- 
cal form,  green  at  their  tops,  or  covered  with  heath ;  be- 
tween 
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tween  thefe  rocks  run  fmall  boUow  vales,  where  iheep  and 
goat  find  pafture ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  on  the 
. £sime  fide,  are  feveral  caves  in  which  feafowl  and  wild 
pigeons  ncftle,  and  into  fome^  of  which  the  fea,  at  high 
water,  enters.  The  hill  itfelf,  on  account  of  its  height  and 
peculiar  form,  is  an  infallible  mark  of  the  fituation  and 
place  of  the  harbour.  On  the  flopes  of  Ait  Suidbe  Tbuin^ 
N*  W.  from  the  harbour,  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a 
natural  wood,  confiding  chiefly  of  birch  and  alder,  which 
^bout  20  jears  ago,  it  is  (laid,  was  in  a  tolerable  good  con- 
dition, but  is  now  much  decayed.  About  30  years  ago, 
fome  firs  were  planted  on  the  farm  of  Scorribrea^  north  fide 
of  the  entry  to  Portree ;  but,  on  account  of  its  eafterly  ex- 
pofure,  and  the  fea  air,  they  did  not  thrive  well.  No  more 
than  500  or  600  trees,  well  Iheltered,  have  arrived  at  any 
degree  of  perfedion.  In  Raa&y,  there  are  two  or  three 
fpots  of  natural  wot)d,,  which,  being  ufually  well  kept,  are 
of  no  fmall  ufe  to  the  inhabitants  and  their  neighbours, 
and  of  confiderable  emolument  to  the  proprietor.  The 
late  Raafay  planted  feveral  fpots  near  his  houfe,  of  which 
the  parts  better  (heltered  have  done  *  well  \  thofe  more  ez- 
pofed  have  thriven  but  indifierently. 

There  are  many  freih  water  lochs,  of  which  two  only 
are  worthy  of  notice,  Locbfad  and  Locb-leatban^  or  the 
Long  Loch  and  Broad  Loch,  one  of  them  being  long,  and 
the  other  fljortcr,  but  much  broader.  They  are  in  the 
north  end  of  the  parilh,  very  highly  fituated,  of  confider- 
able extent,  and  contain  great  plenty  of  white  and  red 
trout,  flounder,  and  eel.  The  trout  of  Locb-Uatben  are  in 
general  very  large,  fome  of  them  weighing  from  1  to  a, 
or  2^  lb.  They  have  no  communication  with  the  fea,  but 
one  from  Locb-Uatben^  over  a  very  high  and  extraordinary 
fttep  precipice,  which  forms  a  fingular  and  curious  cafcade, 
.  that  from  the  fea  below  appears  beautiful  and  grand  be- 
yond 
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jond  defcription.  The  moft  confiderable  rivers  are  thofe 
of  Higicban  and  Glenhbargil^  which  fcarcely  deferve  to  be 
meDtioned,  bat  for  the  falmon  caught  in  them  in  autumn 
and  the  latter  end  of  fummer.  The  former,  formed  hj 
many  ftreams  rifing  in  the  hills  of  CuiUin  and  Strath^  nm 
through  a  glen  that  divides  Mingnifli  in  Bracadale  from 
the  fouth  end  of  Portree,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  an  inlet 
of  the  fea,  called  Locb-Jligkban^  two  miles  weft  of  Sconfer. 
Having  no  bridge,  in  times  of  heavy  rains  the  fiream'  is  fo 
violent  and  impetuous,  that  travellers  dare  not  approach  it. 
The  latter  derives  its  fource  from  feveral  fmall  lochs  in 
the  moor  N.  W.  of  Higiedan^  and  after  haviug  run  2  miles 
through  it,  continues  its  courfe  further  for  a  mile  and  a 
half  along  the  valley  at  the  foot  of  Ait  Suidhe  Tbmn  into 
Portree  Locb. 

jintiquities  and  Curiqfities.'^ThcTt  are  two  Dunes,  or 
Danilh  forts,  of  round  form,  that  bear  marks  of  a  very 
high  antiquity ;  one  old  caiUe,  ^formerly  the  feat  of  the 
Lairds  of  Raafay ;  and  two  Roman  Catholic  chapels.  One 
of  the  dunes  is  fituated  on  the  coafi ;  the  other,  inland.  Of 
tbb  laft,  fcarcely  6  feet  above  t^e  foundation  remain,  and 
within  it  is  full  of  rubbifh ;  the  other  is  in  a  more  entire 
fiate,  and,  like  moft  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  Highlands  and 
iilands,  feem  to  have  been  buDt  by  the  Danifli  or  Norwe« 
gtan  invaders,  rather  as  watch  towers  and  ftrong  holds,  to 
receive  and  fecure  their  plunder,  than  as  places  of  conftant 
or  comfortable  habitation.  Cqfi/e  Broicbin,  fituated  near 
the  north  end  of  Raafay,  on  the  eaft  coaft,  is  a  land-niark 
well  known  to  marinecs.  The  rock  on  which  it  ftands, 
nearly  round,  and  covering  an  area  of  little  more  than  70 
feet  fquare,  is  about  40  feet  high,  except  in  one  place, 
where  was  the  ftair  that  led  to  it ;  and  is  itfelf,  caftle-Uke, 
placed  on  another  rock,  60  feet  at  leaft  above  the  level  of 

the 
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the  iea.     It  is  compcrfed  of  differeat  kinds  of  bumc  ftone, 
£fne,  and  ibeU,  that  have  all  the  appearance  of  being  jom^ 
bled  together,  fbine  ttme  or  other,  by  a  vokanic  eruptioii, 
and  ia  of  fucfa  firm  aod  folid  coaiifteoce,  that  the  Urgeft 
hammer,  ivielded  bj  the  ftroogeft  ftm«   could  fcarcdj 
make  any  impreffioa  ^kmi  it.    There  are  fevend  rocks  «f 
tbe'fame  kind  in  that  part  of  the  ifland  \  one  of  whidiy 
more  curious  than  the  reft,  tifes  higher  thaa  that  on  which 
tlie  caftie  fiands,  clofe  by  it,  like  an  old  and  fusqods  wall, 
from  5  to  8  leet  broad,  and  40  long,  and  an  moft  places  it 
is  covered  with  ivy.     This  carious  rock,  on  account  of  its 
ruinous  and  decayed  appearance,  wi^  called  Brwcim^  and 
from  it  the  caille  got  its  name.     The  caflle  was  built  wkk 
ftone  and  lime,  is  two  ftoreys  high,  befides  an  attic  on^; 
the  rooms  are  all  very  fmall,  except  one,  fuppofed  to  be 
the  kitchen,  and  two  others,  about  11  feet  fquare,  and  as 
many  high,  in  which  are  chimneys.    In  the  middle  was  a 
fmall  open  court,  in  which  was  a  well,  but  whether  fup- 
plied  with  water  from  a  fountain  in  the  hill  above,  or  from 
the   rock  itfelf,  is  not  known.     It  is  not  long  fince  the 
laft  part  of  the  roof  came   down,  and   feme  broken  joifts 
ftill  remain  fticking  out  in  the  fides  of  fome  of  the  rooms. 
John  Garbh  is  faid  to  be  the  laft  who  dwelled  in  it.     This 
John  Grfirbh   was  one  of   the    predeceflbrs   of    the  pre- 
fent  Laird  of  Raafay,  and  lived  in  the  times  of  James  VI. 
of  Scotland.     He  was  remarkably  ftout  and  athletic,  of 
extraordinary  perfonal  ftrength  and  valour,  and  therefore 
was  furnamed  Garbb^  a  word  which  is  ezpreftive  of  hifti- 
nefs  and  ablenefs  of  body.     Many  are  the  ftories  related 
regarding  his  a6b  of  prowefs  and  fortitude,  as  likewife  of 
feverals  of  his  countrymen,  who  are  faid  to  have  been  in 
general  of  more  than  ordinary  fize  and  floutnefs,  but  border- 
ing rather  on  the  marvellous,  fcem  not  altogether  worthy 
of  much  credit. 

With 
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with  regard  to  the  Roman  Catholic  chapeb»  no  man 

a£;vc   remembers  to  have  feen  any  of  them  .with  a  roo£ 

OQ  them ;  the  walk  are  pretty  entire.     One  of  them  is  in 

Kirlioum  in  Raafay,  and  is  furronnded  with  a  planution  o£ 

trees.     In  one  of  its  windows  are  the  bones  of  a  man,  ama« 

ungly  large,  preferved  by  the  inhabitants  with  a  kind  of 

relifpoos  care,  as  a  monument  of  the  great  flrength  and 

&e  of  their  forefathers,  though  the  prdfent  generation  is 

in  thefe  refpefis   but  little  faperior  to  their  neighbours* 

For  the  fame  reafon  they  (hew,  about  the  middle  of  the 

ifland,  near  the  high  road,  a  large  round  done,  which  they 

lay  yoSn  Garbb,  the  forefaid  chief,  and  one  or  two  of  his 

people,  uied  to  lift  on  their  knees  :  Such  is  its  weight,  that 

Icarc^y  could  the  united  ftrengtb  of  two  of  the  (louteft  mei^ 

now  to  be  found  in  the  country  be  able  to  raife  it  one  inch 

from  the  ground.     On  the  right  hand,  coming  into  Portree 

between  the  towering  clifi  above  mentioned^  and  where 

the  fir  was  fome  time  ago  unfuccefsfully  planted,  is  a  -high 

rock,  wdhed  at  the  foot  in  fome  places  by  the  fea ;  on  the 

top  of  diis  rock  is  a  beautiful  plain,  confiding  of  near  4 

acres  of  good  arable  ground }  and  above  it  is  a  fteep  decli« 

vity,  almoft  equally  high  with  the  rock  below.     Near  tbe 

weft  end  of  this  plain  is  the  other  Roman  Catholic  chapel 

formerly  mentioned  ;  and  there,  before  Portree  was  ereded 

into  a  feparate  parilh,  and  fome  time  afterwards,  was  the 

only  burying  ground  in  this  end  of  the  barony  of  Troter* 

nifli ;  but  now,  on  account  of  its  retired  fituation,  it  is  al« 

moft  entirely  given  up,  a  new  place  of  interment  being 

marked  out  at  the  church  of  Portree,  about  4  j  years  agp, 

where  the  whole  people  have  at  length  begun  to  bury  their 

dead.    Down  through  the   declivity  two  oblique  paths 

were  made  to  the  plain  and  chapel ;  and  two  others  lead 

from  the  (bore,  one  at  each  end  of  the  rock  below.    In 

different  parts  of  the  plain  are  fprings  of  excellent  water  9 

VoL.XVIv  T  and 
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and  at  the  bottom  of  a  rock,  near  the  top  of  the  declivity 
above,  is  a  cave,  fuppofed  to  be  very  deep,  into  which,  far- 
ther than  12  yards,  few  have  ever  thought  proper  to  enter. 
Near  15  yards  within  its  mouth  it  becomes  darker,  and 
begins  to  defcend ;  if  a  Done  be  thrown  down  here,  it  is 
for  fome  time  heard  to  make  a  kind  of  rattling  noife,  as  if 
it  were  tumbling  down  a  flone  fiairy  to  the  found  of  which 
the  cave  echoes  extraordinary  loud ;  but  whether,  when 
the  found  feems  to  ceafe,  the  flone  reaches  the  bottom,  or 
the  cave  takes  a  different  direftion,  cannot  be  determined. 
About  14  mile  from  hence,  along  the  fhore,  down  towards 
the  north,  are  two  other  caves  that  merit  particular  atten- 
tion. One  of  them  is  extremely  narrow  without ;  birt 
Nvithin  becomes  very  fpacious  and  high ;  capable  of  con- 
taining with  eafe  at  leafl  500  perfons.  Below  its  iSionth, 
up  from  high  water  mark  to  the  level  of  the  cave,  the  hol- 
low rock  is  faced  with  a  perpendicular  wall,  of  large  plain 
flone,  about  la  feet  high,  having  feveral  flcps  fa  narrow, 
that  only  one  man  can  afcend  at  a  time.  Within,  the  air 
freely  circulates ;  in  the  middle  is  a  well ;  and  if  they  had 
no  fire  arms,  one  man  could  ealily  defend  the  pafTage 
againfl  a  hofl  of  foes  :  fo  that  it  feems  to  have  been  defign- 
ed  both  by  nature  and  art,  as  a  place  of  fecure  retreat, 
though,  if  the  tradition  be  true,  it  proved  otherwife  to  one 
party  that  retired  to  it  for  fafety.  For  the  flory  goes,  that 
in  the  troublefome  and  barbarous  times,  when  the  neigh- 
bouring diftridb  plundered  and  deflroyed  each  other,  and 
the  weak  were  always  a  prey  to  the  flrong,  many  often  re- 
treated to  this  cave  as  a  place  of  concealment  and  fecurity. 
At  one  time,  however,  they  within,  deeming  themfelvcs, 
from  their  fituation,  too  fecure,  were  negligent  in  defend- 
ing the  pafTage.  Their  enemies  got  intelligence  t^iey  were 
there,  and  furprifing  them  in  the  night,  filled  the  mouth  of 
the  cave  with  tintber  and  raoifl  heath,  and  then  fetting 

*  fire 
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£re  to  it,  allowed  none  to  ofcape,  but  all  were  either  fmo- 
thered  to  death  in  their  ileepi  or  miferablj  periflied  ia  the 
flames.     In  confirmation  of  this  tradition,  a  man,  not  long 
iince  dead,  foand,  about  60  years  ago,  a  large  brafs  kettle 
in  a  dark  comer  in  the  farther  end  of  the  cave,  and  bones 
of  diflS^rent  fizes  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  it*     It  abounds  in 
JlalaBites^  which  partly  hang  from  the  arch  above,  and 
partly  fall  down;  'many  of  them  having  feveral  holes 
through  and  through,  and  are  great  curiofities.     The  other 
cave  is  not  far  diftant,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  feveral  miks 
deep*    It  is  (aid  of  this  eave,   that,  a  very  long  time  paft, 
a  piper,  and  four  other  men,  with  two  mafli£&  and  lighted 
candles,  went  in  to  it  for  the  purpofe  of  invefligation,  and 
to  find  its  depth  -,  but  that  none  of  them  returned  to  give 
any  infcMrmation  regarding  it.     The  piper,  (ays  the  ftory, . 
was  heard  at  Locb-fad^  (more  than  a  mile  diftant),  playing 
a  tune,  purporting,  that  the  candles  went  out,  his  compa- 
nions were  loft,  and  himfelf  never  returned.     This  is  not 
the  only  cave  in  Sky,  concerning  which  fuch  ftories  are 
told ;  but  with  what  degree  of  credit  they  ftiould  be  recei- 
ved, every  man  inay  judge  for  himfelf.     Among  the  num- 
ber of  natural  curiofities  may  juftly  be  reckoned  the  caf- 
cade  above   mentioned.     The  ftream  from  Loch-leithan^ 
which,  in  that  part,  is  the  boundary  between  the  eaft  fide 
of  Snizort  and  thi^  parilh,^  running  over  a  very  high  pre- 
cipice, as  already  obferved,  and  breaking,  in  white  foam, 
on  the  top  of  another  rock  below,  forms  a  fall  of  ^ater 
beautiful  and  magnificent  in  the  extreme.      Within  the 
cafcade  the  rock  is  gradually  hollowed,  almoft  from  the  top, 
into  a  wide  fpace,  where  a  great  number  of  men  might, 
with  cafe,  fit  round  a  table,  without  being  in  the  leaft  in- 
commoded by  the  water  falling  witliout.     To  this  place, 
till  of  late,  an  cafy  path  led  through  the  declivity  on  each 
fide,  but  now  fuch  quantities  of  loofe  earth  and  griivel  fall 

from 
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from  above,  that  it  is  father  of  difficult  aocefi,  more  parti* 
cularly  oa  the  fouth  fide. 

BirdSf  and  oth^r  Sea  and  Land  ^A/V«a//.— -Here  are  no 
wild  or  domeftic   animak  which  are  not  common  to^  the 
neighbouring  pariOies.    The  wild  birds  of  all  forts  moft 
common  in  the  country  are.  Solan  geefe,  gulls,  cormorants, 
cranes,  wild  geele,  and  wild  duck ;  eagles,  crows,  ravens, 
^rooks,  cuckoos,  rails,  woodcocks,  moor-fowl,  partridges, 
plover,  wild  pigeons,  and  blackbirds,  owls,  hawks,  inipes, 
and  a  variety  of  fmall  birds.    In -mild  feafons,  the  cuckoo 
and  rail  appear  in  the  latter  end  of  April ;  the  former  di(» 
appears  always  before  the^  end  of  June ;  the  latter  fome- 
times  not  till  September.    The  woodcock  comes  firft  ia 
Oftober,  and  frequently  remains  til^  March.    The  tame 
forts  of  fowl  are  geefe,  ducks,  turkies,  cocks,  pullets,  an4 
tame  pigeons.     Of  quadrupeds,  there  are  black  cattle,  hor- 
fes,  Iheep,  goats,  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  mice.    The  total 
number  of  black  cattle,  from  one  year  old  and  upwards,  is 
1954^    of  horfes,  362;    of  (heep,  2828;    of  goats,  156. 
There  are  likewife  a  few  red  deer ;  and  the  fox  ufuallj 
makes  havoc  among  the  iheep.    There  is  no  fox-hunter  in 
this  barony ;  but  there  is  a  certain  fum  colleded  jearlj 
with  the  cents,  for  fox-money,  which,  at  the  year's  end,  is 
diftributed  among  all  that  may  be  adive  to  deilroy  that 
hurtful  animal,  in  proportion  to  the  number  they  indivi- 
dually kill.     Two  fpecies  of  ferpents  are  to  be  found  in  the 
hills  of  this  country,  whofe  bite,  though  not  fatal,  is  very 
venomous,  attended  with  much  pain  and  great  fwelling,  and 
often  confines  the  patient  more  than  fix  weeks  to  tbehoule^ 
which  probablj  would  not  be  the  cafe,  if  medical  affiftapipp 
were  timeoufly  called  for.     Some  of  them  are  met  with 
above  24  inches  long.    The  one  has  yellow  fpecks ;  the 
other  black,  whofe  bite  is  the  moft  venomous,  and,  unlels 
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properly  managed  at  firft,  is  verj  dangerous.    The  head  of 
the  fieipent  that  inflids  the  wound,  mixed  with  certain 
herbs,  and  applied  to  the  parts  that  are  moft  afiefted,  is  rec- 
koned good  to  carry  off  the  poifon,  and  abate  the  fwelling. 
There  have  been  inftances  of  cattle  wounded  by  them  in 
the  tongue  or  lips  that  never  recovered.    Of  amphibious 
amimab,  leals  and  otters  are  frequent  here ;  the  value  of 
ivho&  Ikinsy  as  well  as  of  the  oil  made  of  the  fat  of  the  feal, 
is  well  known.     Whales  and  cairbans,  or  fun-fifh,  come  in 
Ibmetimes  to  the  Sounds  after  their  pfey,  but  are  rarely  pur« 
fued  with  any  fuccefs.    The  fifhes  commonly  caught  on 
the  coaft  are  herrings,  ling,  cod,  fcate,  haddock,  makerel, 
Ijthe,  fye,  and  dog-filh ;  this  lail  is  of  little  or  no  ufe  for 
£ood,  un]e&  among  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  but  its  liver 
is  of  value  on  account  of  the  excellent  oil  which  is  made 
of  it.    The  average  price  of  ling  at  home  is  L.  13,  13  s. 
per  ton  \   when  fold,  one  by  one,  if  frefh,   the   price   is 
from  3  d.  to  3  d. }  if  cured,  from  5  d.  to  7  d.     The  barrel 
of  herrings  feldom  fells  under   29  s.  which  is  owing  to 
the  great  difficulty  of  procuring  fait,  even  fometimes  at 
any  price;  and  the  fame  eaufe  very  often  hinders  ma- 
ny from  fiihing  more  than  is  fufficient   for    their   own 
ufe.    The  obvious  method  of  remedying  this,  and  which 
would  be  attended  with  infinite  advantage  to  the  High- 
lands  and  iflands,  is  fo  well  known,  and  has  been  al- 
ready fo  often   fully  and  ably  treated  of  by  others,  that 
to  enlarge  upon  it  here  would  be  fuper&uous.    Syes  under 
one  year  old  are  called  cuddies^  and  are  caught^  in  great 
quantities  in  the  latter  end  of  harveft,  throughout  the  win- 
ter, and  beginning  of  fpring.     There  are  two  wajrs  of  fifli- 
ing  the  cuddies  the  one  is  by  means  of  a  rod,  from  the 
top  of  which,  fufpended  by  a  line  confifting  of  half  a  dozen , 
hairs  or  threads  in  thicknefs,  hangs  a  fmall  hook,  on  which 
bait  being  artfully  fixed,  it  is  let  down  into  the  fea ;  in 
tfiat  manner  an  expert  fiiher  catches  feveral  hundreds  in  an 
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cTcning.  The  beft  and  moft  expeditious  way  of  catcbing 
the  cuddle^  when  it  is  in  greater  plenty  on  the  coaft,  is  with 
a  fort  of  creel,  called  jabb.  The  jabb  commonly  confifls 
of  three  or  four  ftrong  rods,  from  8  to  lo  feet  long,  laid 
acrois  each  other  in  the  middle,  and  gently  bent  upwards, 
till  they  are  fixed  at  the  ends  to  a  large  hoop,  from  four 
to  fix  feet  diameter,  which  forms  its  mouth :  On  the  infide 
It  is  all  lined  with  a  narrow  net,  made  for  the  purpofe  to 
retain  the  fifh  and  to  let  out  the  water,  tightly  tied  to 
its  ribs  and  mouth ;  and  it  ha;  a  long  handle  reaching  its 
bottom,  where  the  rods  crois  one  another,  and  to  which,  and 
to  the  mouth,  it  is  well  faftened  with  a  ftrong  cord.  This 
inftrument  the  fiiher,  ftanding  on  a  rock,  prefles  down  fide- 
ways  into  the  fea,  till  the  lower  part  of  it  reaches  the  bot- 
tom, the  mouth  being  nearly  right  above ;  then  himfelf,  or 
an  aftiftant,  throwing  out  the  bait  in  fmall  bits  over  it,  he 
holds  it  firm  in  that  pofition  till  it  be  all  covered  with  cud-  ' 
diesp  attraded  by  the  bait,  when  he  raifes  it  up  gently,  and 
of(en  brings  in  many  hundreds  at  a  time.  The  fummer  is 
the  beft  feafon  for  the  larger  j(^f,  and  the  moft  common 
method  for  fiftiing  it  »hen  is  this  :  A  little  before  fimfet 
feveral  perfons  go  out  in  a  boat ;  two,  three,  or  four  of 
whom  fit  in  its  ftern,  each  having  a  fiihing-rod  or  two,  iiir- 
niflied  with  fine  white  or  gray  lines,  and  flies  made  of  white 
feathers,  or  hair  on  their  hooks,  which  they  hold  out  as  far 
as  they  can  after  the  boat,  while  two  more  are  rowing  it 
forwards ;  in  this  manner,  till  it  becomes  dark,  they  con- 
tinue going  backwards  and  forwards  among  the  fifti,  which 
always  purfuing  the  fly,  and  endeavouring  to  fwallow  it, 
fix  on  the  hooks  in  fuch  quick  fucceftion,  as  keep  the  fifliers 
often  conftantly  bufy  in  taking  them  in*  Every  (arm  on 
the  coaft,  of  which  there  are  34  in  this  pariih,  has  a  boat 
or  two»  and  fometimes  the  far  greater  number  of  thefe  are 
out  in  fearch  the  of^^  in  the  fame  evening. 
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Pofmbiwif  ^r.— About  15  years  ago,  when  tbe  mini- 
fter  perfooally  took  the  laft  lift  of  theniy  the  niunber  of 
examinable  perfons  in  this  patifli  were  1248,  of  which  930 
were  inPortree^  and  318  in  Raafaj,  Since  that  time  the 
increafe  has  been  confiderable :  After  the  ezafteft  inqui- 
ry, the  whole  number  of  fouls  appears  to  be  1980.  There 
being  no  parifli  regifter,  the  births  and  deaths  cannot  be 
well  afeertained  -,  and  as  to  marriages,  they  may  be  reckoned 
at  an  average  10  every  year*  Of  perfons  above  90  years  old, 
there  are  2;  between  70  and  90,  22.  The  number  of  wea« 
vers  ]i\  the  parifh  is  four ;  of  weavereiTes,  12.  There  are 
2  blackfmiths,  5  carpenters,  8  tailors,  and  3  ihoe  or  brog< 
makers ;  but  the  generality  of  the  people  make  their  own 
brogs.  There  may  be  reckoned  fix  petty  merchants,  be- 
fides  the  innkeeper  of  Portree,  with  whom  it  has  been  al- 
ways cnftomary  to  keep  a  large  aflortment  of  hardwares, 
grocery  goods,  and  fandry  other  things  neceffary  for  the 
ufcof  the  country. 

Although  in  the  courfe  of  the  feven  laft  years,  feveral  vef- 
fela  went  from  Sky  to  America  with  emigrants,  very  few 
left  this  parifli.  The  fubdivifion  of  lands,  (a  method  gene* 
rally  prevailing),  at  the  fame  time  that  it  makes  the  people 
poorer,  on  account  of  their  little  progrcfs  in  agricultural 
improvements,  evidently  helps  to  increafe  the  popula- 
Jion ;  and  the  prefervation  of  many  lives  is  owing  to  the 
pradice  of  inoculating  that  now  univerfally  prevails. 

Agriculture, — Portree,  like  the  far  greateft  part  of  this 
ifland,  b  much  lefs  adapted  by  nature  for  agriculture  than  for 
paftnre,  and  frldom,  unlefs  in  very  good  yeacs,  fupplies  it- 
Wf  with  a  fufficiency  of  provifions.  Yet,  though  the  foil  i* 
not  very  fertile  or  rich,  it  might  with  proper  management 
he  made  to  produce  more  plentiful  crops.  But  the  general 
fun  of  farmers  are  fo  prejudiced  in  favour  of  old  cufioms, 
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and  indeed  not  mnch  inclined  to  indulhy,  that  they  vnA 
not  eafilj  be  prevailed  on  to  change  them  for  the  better  9 
efpecially  if  the  alteration  or  amendment  propofed  be  at* 
tended  with  expence.  Therefore^  with  refpeft  ta  improve- 
ments in  agriculture^  they  are  ftill  much  in  the  fame  fiate  as 
they  were  io  or  30  yeari  ago.  Ploughs,  on  a  new  and 
improv'ed  model,  that  in  comparifon  to  the  advantages 
derived  from  them,  might  be  had  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pence,  have  lately  been  introduced  into  feveral  diftrids 
around,  where  their  good  effeds  are  manifeft,  in  impro- 
ving the  crops  ^nd  dinynifliing^  the  labour  of  man  and 
beaft ;  but  the  Laird  of  Raafiiy  only,  and  one  other  gentle- 
man in  thb  parifli,  have  yet  u&d  them.  The  cafcroim^  a 
crooked  kind  of  fpade,  which  being  already  well  known^ 
requires  no  defcription  here,  is  almoft.the  only  inftrument 
for  labouring  the  ground  ufed  among  the  ordinary  clais  of 
tenants.  Where  the  foil  is  very  wet,  or  the  ground  rug- 
ged and  fieep,  no  agricultural  tool  can  be  ufed  with  greater 
propriety  and  advantage  than  the  cafcnnm  \  but,  notwith- 
Handing,  it  employs,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  (prbg,  at 
leaA  a-5ths  more  labourers  than  would  be  neceiTary,  if 
ploughs  were  ufed  where  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
admit.  Let  it  be  hoped  then,  that  this  tirefome  inftrument 
of  vaft  unneceiTary  toil  and  labour,  will  be  foon  laid  afide, 
except  in  thofe  places  wh^re  the  plough  can  be  of  no  fervioe. 
Many  hands  would  tl^ereby  be  gained  for  improvements, 
and  other  ufeful  employments,  to  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  the  ftate  of  agricultuiie  would  be  greatly  melio- 
rated. The  moft  effe6lual  way  for  obtaining  this  defirable 
end,  it  is  fuppofed,  would  be  to  diftribute  the  fiarms  capable 
of  being  ploughed,  into  more  equal  and  larger  portions  than 
at  prefent ;  for  by  this  means,  the  mode  now  in  pra£tice  of 
dividing  lands  into  (mall  lots,  in  different  proportions, 
would  be  ftopt ;  and  every  farmer,  having  always  the  fame 
field  to  manage,  would  naturally  be  more  careful  and 
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indoftrious  to  cukivate  it  to  the  beft  advantage.  In  few  or 
no  places  is  the  tillage  continued  above  three  years  in  one 
and  the  fame  place  ;  and  to  produce  a  tolerable  good  crop 
the  ground  muft  be  manured  fome  one  of  thefe  years  \  which 
is  done  the  firfly  fecondy  or  third,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil ;  before  it  is  again  tilled  it  lies  fallow  3  or  4 
jearsy  and  fometimes  longer.  The  principal  manure  ufed 
is  the  dung  of  hotted  cattle,  mixed  with  llraw,  and  fome< 
times  with  mud ;  and  fea-weeds,  cdl  in  great  quantities  in 
fome  places,  in  the  winter  and  fpring,  on  the  ihore,  and 
which,  of  a  certain  kind  called  fjnubagan^  or  tangle,  that  is 
very  rarely  manufadured  into  kelp,  the  people  themfelves 
cat  during  the  fpring  tides,  and  carry  to  land  in  their  boats. 
The  former  is  preferved  in  large  heaps  till  the  time  of  lay- 
ing it  on  the  ground  arrives^  and  is  chiefly  ufed  for  oats ; 
the  latter  for  barley  and  potatoes.  Sowing  time  ufually 
commences  about  the  aoth  of  March,  and  harveft  feldom 
before  the  middle  of  September.  Except  a  little  barley, 
fimall  oats  may  be  (kid  to  be  the  only  crop  produced,  and 
potatoes  the  only  ferviceable  root.  Of  this  lafl,  there  are 
vaft  quantities  grown  annually,  which,  with  herring  and 
other  fi(h,  are  the  chief  food  of  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
for  more  than  half  the  year. 

Prices,  Wages^  lie. — Here,  and  in  every  other  part  of 
the  country,  the  prices  of  provifions  were  far  lower  about 
30  and  40  years  ago  than  at  prefent.  The  old  people  fay, 
jthat  in  their  time  the  boll  of  meal  fold  for  6  merks  Scots  ; 
the  double  llone  of  butter  and  cheefe,  tron  weight,  for  6  s. 
6  d.  and  other  neceiTaries  in  proportion.  But  thefe  mat- 
ters have  fince  undergone  a  vail  change ;  every  article  has 
been  increafing  in  value,  and  the  difierence  of  prices  is  now 
feniibly  felt.  Except  in  the  parifh  of  Kiimuir,  and  the 
neareft  part  to  it  of  Snizort,  little  or  no  mea?,  the  produce 
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of  the  country,  is  at  prefent  any  where  fold  ;  and  there  the 
common  price  in  fpring  is  i  s.  per  peck.  Some  fell  their 
butter  and  cheefe  at  17  s.  the  double  ftone,  and  none  under 
14  s.  Cattle  that  formerly  fetched  only  from  L.  i,  10  s.  to 
L.  2,  10  s.  have  fince  fold  for  from  L.  3  to  L.  4,  ids.  the 
price  of  (heep  and  weathers  now  varies  from  4  s.  to  6  s.  and 
of  horfes  from  L.  2,  10  s.  to  6  guineas.  This  difference  of 
prices  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  increafe  of  popula- 
tion, and  introduftion  of  paper  currency  into  the  country; 
the  latter  of  which,  occaiioning  the  circulation  of  money  in 
greater  plenty,  helped  to  diminiih  its  value. 

Some  fervants  ihoes  jufi  now  coft  their  maflers  nearly  as 
tnuch  as  their  wages  20  or  30  years  ago  amounted  to.  The 
common  wages  for  men-ferrants  is  from  L.  2,  10  s.  to  L.  3, 
10  s.  and  of  overfeers  from  L.  3  to  5  guineas,  beiides  their 
Ihocs  and  maintenance,  and  fometimes  the  gnds  of  a  cow, 
and  tillage  of  a  little  lands ;  when  they  have  grafs,  or  any 
tillage,  their  other  wages  is  fomething  lefi.  A  woman- 
fervant  gets  from  12  s.  to  ao  s.  with  ihoes ;  houfekeepets 
more  V  but  this  (latement  regards  only  the  gentlemen 
tackfmen,  of  whom  there  are  but  five  in  the  parilh.  The 
other  tenants  generally  get  theirs  at  an  eafier  rate,  the  rea- 
fbn  of  which  b,  perhaps,  that  they  eat  at  the  fame  table 
with  themfelves,  and  feldora  work  but  when  their  mailers 
partake  of  the  labour.  The  increafe  in  fervants  wages  is 
in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  many  of  the  young  people, 
particularly  the  men^  going  out  the  beginning  of  every 
year  to  the  low  countries  for  work,  from  which  they  do 
not  begin  to  return  till  the  latter  end  of  Odober ;  alfo^ 
iince  the^mannfadluring  of  kelp  became  an  objeA  of  im- 
portance, great  numbers  prefer  it,  though  troublefome,  to 
any  other  work,  becaufe  in  it  they  can  earn  from  z  s.  6  d.^ 
to  3  s.  per  week,  according  .to  their  labour.  In  other  in^- 
fiances  labcfurers  are  feldom  hired  for  the  week  or  day ;. 
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ibme  fiffmerSy  indeed,  have  cottars,  the  half  of  whofe 
weekly  work  they  have,  and  fometimes  more  or  leis,  for  si 
little  grafsy  and  what  ground  they  can  labour  the  reft  of 
their  time.  The  quantity  of  kelp  made  annually  in  the 
pariih  b  little  more  than  35  tons ;  for  the  three  lafi  years 
the  value  of  kelp  was  very  low,  few  getting  L.  4, 10  s.  and 
many  not  above  L.  3  ;  this  year,  however,  it  promifes  much 
better. 

Churchy  Poor,  School^  Uc. — ^The  Proteftant  religion,  ac- 
cording to  the  eftablifhed  form  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
b  the  only  religion  profefTed.  There  are  four  places  of 
worfliip,  but  only  one  church,  which  was  built  a  few  years 
after  the  eredion  of  the  pariih  in  the  year  1726;  it  is 
ilated,  but  rather  (mall,  and  indifferently  finilhed  within. 
The  heritors  are  two.  Lord  Macdonald,  and  Mr  Macleod  of 
Raafay,  the  latter  of  whom  generally  refides  in  the  parifli. 
The  (Upend  is  not  quite  1000  merks  Scots,  and  the  glebe 
may  be  worth  L.6  a-year.  There  is  no  manfe.  The 
Crown  b  patron.  Mr  Hugh  Macdonald,  the  prefent  in- 
cumbent's predeceflbr,  was  firft  roinifler  of  the  pariih.  Mr 
John  Nicolfon,  the  prefent  minifter,  is  a  bachelor,  in  the 
88th  year  of  hb  age,  and  39th  of  hb  minifiry ;  a  man  of 
primitive  manners  and  exemplary  life ;  fincere,  benevolent, 
and  charitable,  of  untainted  reAitude  and  uprightnefs,  and 
of  fuch  indefatigable  pcrfcverance  in  the  difcharge  of  hb 
palbral  office,  that  being  appointed  to  preach  in  Kirktown 
in  Raafay  once  every  month,  and  once  a  quarter  in  another 
part  of  that  ifland,  of  no  eafy  accefs,  he  has  not  been  abfent 
above  four  times  on  the  ordinary  days,  during  the  whple 
courfe  of  hb  miniftry,  till  the  beginning  of  fpring  laft, 
when  he  got  a  fall  that  dillocated  his  Ihoulder,  and  confined 
him  to  the  honfe  during  the  reft  of  the  feafon.  Till  that 
unfortunate  accident  he  never  was  troubled  with  any  fort 
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of  indifpolition,  and  what  is  rather  fingnlar,  never  travelled 
on  horfe-back  for  one  mile  in  all  his  life.     As  may  be  fop- 
pofed,  he  is  now  extremely  weak,  and  can  fcarccly  walk 
to  the  next  place  of  worfhip ;  an  affiftant,  therefore,  or  mif- 
fionary«  between  Raafay  and  the  farther  end  of  the  parifh, 
is  much  required,  and  greatly  wiifaed  for  by  the  people. 
Before  Mr  Nicolfon's  time  there  was  no  permanent  poor's 
fund  \  now  there  b  L.  140.     For  many  years  after  his  fet- 
tle ment,  the  poor  were  leis  numerous,  and  the  Sunday  col- 
leciions  greater  than  at  prefent -,  thefe  circumilances  ena- 
bled  the  kirkfeiuon  to  purfue  with  fuccefe  a  plan  formed 
b^the  rainifter,  of  laying  afide  annually  on  interefl  the 
fines  of  delinquents,  and  as  much  of  the  Sunday  contribu- 
tions as  poffibly  could  be  f  pared,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  making 
up  a  (landing  fund.     By  that  prudent  (economy  they  faved 
the  above   mentioned   fum  ;  the  interefl  of  which,  with 
fines  and   Sunday  contributions,  make  the  prefent  annual 
provifion  for  the  relief  of  the  more  indigent  poor  in  this  part 
of  the  parifli.     In  Raafay  they  have  a  L.  20  legacy,  the  a- 
mount  of  which,   the  interefl,  and  the  Sunday  collefiions 
in  tJie  ifland,  and  fines,  if  any,  is  diftributed  every  year 
among  their  own  poor.     The  number  of  poor  on  the  lift  in 
Ruafay  is  15  ;  in  this  part  of  the  parifli  46.     Befidcs  thefe, 
there  are  feveral  more  very  needy,  though  not  on  the  lift. 
Many  of  the  poor  Jiave  fome  friend  or  relation,  with  whom 
they,  for  the  moft  part,  live,  and  by  whofe  help  they  are 
fuppofted  tlie  greateft  part  of  the  year. 

About  40  years  ago,  the  Committee  for  managing  the 
Royal  Bounty  for  the  improvement  of  the  Highlands  and 
Itl*  .ds,  granted  L.  25  per  annum  to  a  fchoolmf.fter  and  ca- 
techifl  in  this  barony,  who,  by  their  terms,  before  his  ad- 
roiflion  to  the  fchool,  was  to  be  examined  at  Edinburgh  by 
the  Committee,  and  found  knowing  in  matters  that  regard 
religion,  and  fuflSciently  qualified  to  teach  Greek,  Latin, 

arithmeti  c, 
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arithmetic,  writing,  and  reading.  Not  long  afterwards, 
the  late  Sir  James  Mac^onald,  who  died  at  Rome  in  1765, 
moch  efteemed  and  lamented,  obferving  the  central  iitua- 
tion  of  Portree,  fixed  on  it  for  the  feat  of  the  fchool,  arid 
ordered  a  large  and  commodious  (chool-houfe  to  be  built* 
Bat  of  the  L.  25  granted  by  the  Committee,  five  were 
withdrawn  fcveral  years  ago,  to  "make  up  a  falary  for  a 
milfionary  appointed  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Kilmuir  -,  which 
miffioQ  the  fiinds  of  the  Committee  were  not  able  to  con- 
tinue long,  and  therefore  there  now  is  none,  but  needed. 
To  the  fchool  of  Portree  numbers  come  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  It  is  generally  very  fall  every  winter  and 
ipriDg;  and  the  number  of  fcholars  in  fummer  is  feldom 
lels  than  30.  It  has  often,  from  time  to  time,  fent  many 
ftadcnts  to  the  Univerfity,  who  afterwards,  in  different  ca- 
pacities fcrved,  and  ftill  ferve  their  country,  with  honour 
and  credit.  At  prefent,  there  are  three  young  men  ready 
for  College. 

Advantagfis^  i^c.^-^Wcrt  it  turned  to  the  ufe  that  nature 
itfclf  points  out,  Portree  enjoys  one  great  advantage,  which 
few  or  no  places  can  boaft  of,  and  that  is  its  noble  and  ex- 
cellent port,  called  from  its  excellence  Oen  Acerfaidy  or  the 
Harbour.     An  inlet  of  the  fea,   acrofs  whofe  mouth  lies 
Raafay,  fpreading  itfelf  into  an  oblong,  well  iheltered  on 
all  fides  from  every  wind,. forms  a  haven  fafe  and  commo- 
dious as  can  be  conceived.     On  the  weft  fide  of  this  oblong 
is  a  fteep  beech,  nearly  of  a  femicircular  form,  on  whofe 
fides  rife  two  high  rocks,  and  all  together  form  a  beautiful 
hafon  of  water,  on  which  the  moft  violent  ftorms  are  never 
feen  to  raifc  a  wave.     Along  the  beech,  clofe  by  the  edge 
of  the  fea,  between  the  two  forementioned  rocks,  lies  a 
green  field,  about  60  feet  broad  ;  and  right  up  from  that 
field  is  a  low  and  eafy  afcent,  from  the  top  of  which  a 
Iwgc  plain  opens  to  the  view.    Beyond  this  plain,  towards 

the 


158  Stati/iical  Account 

the  N.  W,  commences  a  wide-extended  mob,  confifting  at 
lead  of  22  00  fquare  acres,  in  manjr  places  12  feet  deep,  and 
afFording  excellent  peat.  On  all  the  hills  around,  too,  is 
plenty  of  good  peats,  and  the  bcft  pafture  -,  the  beft  arable, 
and  beft  improveable  lands  in  the  parifh  lie  round  about 
the  harbour.  Thus  far  then  Portree  appears  to  be  the  moil 
eligible  fituation  for  foundbg  a  village  that  can  be  devi&d  \ 
and  farther,  in  other  requifites  and  conveniencies,  it  is  no- 
thing behind.  Situated  in  the  vtvj  centre  of  Sky,  and  it 
may  be  faid  of  all  this  part  of  the  Highlands  and  Iflands, 
none  of  the  lochs  or  bays  on  thefe  coa&s  moft  famous  for  the 
herring-fifliing,  are  far  from  it,  and  many  are  very  near. 
In  the  founds  without  are  good  banks  for  the  ling  and  cod 
filhing,  and  all  the  furrounding  feas  abound  in  various  forts 
of  other  fifli.  On  the  beech,  becaufe  of  its  fteepneis,  and 
the  great  abundance  of  good  (lone  in  the  rocks  above,  a 
bread  work  or  quay  might  be  built  at  a  comparatively 
{mall  expence.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  harboqr  are  yery 
promifing  appearances  of  coals  \  and  a  little  beyond,  near 
its  mouth,  as  likewife  in  the  ifland  of  Raafay,  are  inex- 
hauftible  quarries  of  different  forts  of  fine  firee-ftone  ^ ;  and 
hard  by,  at  Sconcer,  is  abundance  of  limedone.  Quite  at 
hand  are  two  fmall  rivers  that  never  dry  up,  and  feveral 
fountains  of  good  and  wholefome  water ;  fo  that  in  all 
points  of  view  Portree  has  every  advantage  and  conveni- 
ency  requifite  for  the  building  of.  a  village  ;  and  therefore 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  were  it  once  begun,  and  fuitable 
encouragements  given,  it  would  foon  be  in  a  very  flourifh- 
ing  condition.  Indeed,  fuch  b  its  inviting  fituation  that 
there  are,  at  prefent,  no  leis  than  30  families  about  the 
place  without  lands ;  and  who,  for  the  moft  part,  have  no 

2  other 

*  It  is  from  Ratfaj  that  the  aeighhourbg  coantries  tre  fupplied  with 
■liUftoaes. 
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other  means  of  fubfiflence  but  by  fifhing,  ferrjing  to  Loch- 
Carron,  CHhorn  Strath,  and  other  places,  going  on  errands 
«nd  expreflesy  and  other  occafional  employments.  There 
is  a  very  good  harbour  in  Ronay,  but  no  vefTels  put  in 
there,  unleis  forced  by  the  weather  or  other  accidents.  The 
conireniency  of  the  fchool  is  a  great  advantage ;  and  it  is 
alfo  a  confiderable  advantage,  that  from  Sconcer  to  Acer- 
faid,  and  thence  down  to  Snizort,  is  the  bed  piece  of  made 
road  in  all  Sky.  Here,  too,  the  latter  end  of  ^\tjj  May 
and  July,  is  held  a  well  known  fair,  to  which  all  Sky,  ex- 
cept the  dlftrids  of  Strath,  Heat,  fome  from  Uift  and  Har- 
riih,  bring  their  cattle.  The  fair  commonly  continues 
from  Wednefday  till  the  following  Saturday ;  and  while, 
during  that  time,  the  cattle  of  others,  fome  of  them  after  a 
long  driving  through  moors  and  bad  roads,  are  (landing  on 
the  moor,  thefe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Portree  are  eaiily 
fent  to  gra&  every  night,  and  brought  back  again  next 
morning,  by  which  means  they  look  much  fuller  and  bet- 
ter. But  with  refpeft  to  the  farms  immediately  near  the 
market-place,  this  manifeft  advantage  is  perhaps  often  more 
than  balanced  by  the  damage  which  their  grais,  and  fome- 
tlmes  their  corn  fuffers.  The  numbers  that,  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  flock  from  all  parts  to  Portree,  are  immenfe ;  and 
though  there  is  a  large,  commodious,  and  well  kept  inn  at 
Acer&id,  many,  even  of  the  heft,  are  often  put  to  their 
flufts  for  lodgings.  Five  miles  fouth  from  Acerfaid,  at 
the  meeting  of  the  three  principal  lines  of  road  in  Sky,  is 
the  public  houfe  and  pod-office  of  Sconcer,  from  which,  by 
means  of  two  runners,  and  the  pod  from  Invernefs  to  Dun- 
vegan,  all  the  letters  of  Strath,  Heat,  Troternifb,  and 
Mingniih  are  diftribntcd. 

MifceUaneous    Oh/ervat ions. ^^Tht    language    generally 
fpoke  is  the  Gaelic,  but  much  coi-rupted  with  a  mixture  of 

Engllfli 
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Englifli  words,  which  the  common  people,  atmbitioas  to  bf 
thought  to  underftand  fomething  of  that  language,  are  fond 
of  ufing  on  everj  occafiop.     Mod  names  of  places  are  froa\ 
the  Danifliy  fome  from  the  Gaelic,  of  which  infianccs  have 
been  alread j  given ;  and  further,  jitrd-^u^  or  Black  Pro- 
montorj,  from  du^  black,  and  aird^  a  promontory ;  Bail- 
nudnijb^  dr  Middle  Town,  from  hcdl^  a  town,  and  maini/b^ 
middling,  or  in  the  middle.    Of  thofe  of  Danifh  origin, 
Maflfdjb^  and  Rhajay ;  the  former  from  Ntjb  or  Nefs^  which 
plainly  from  the  fituation  of  thofe  places  whofe  names  have 
that  termination,  fignifies  a  point  or  cape ;  the  latter  from 
Ai  or  Ay^  an  ifland.     The  iirft  parts  of  the  names,  the  fig- 
nification  of  which  is  not  now  well  undcrftood,  are  onlj  par- 
ticles or  adjedives,  ezpreflive  of  fome  particular  circom- 
ftancc,  property,  or  quality  of  the  places*     The  inhabitants 
are  as  humanely  and  generoufiy  difpofed  as  any  of  their 
neighbours.     The  gentlemen  tackfmen,  or  firft  clafs  of  far- 
mers in  Sky,  do  in  general  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  liberal 
and  polite  education,  and  tbefe  ineftimable  advantages  they 
are  willing  to  beftow  on  their  diildren.     The  common 
people  are  naturally  endowed  with  a  ilrength  of  mind  and 
fprightlinefs  of  difpoiicion  that  greatly  diilinguilh  them  from 
others  of  the  f»me  rank  and  condition.     Their  inqniCtive 
turn,  and  fondnefs  for  news,  frequently  induce  them  to  ad- 
dreis  all  thry  fee  for  information ;  and  their  queftions,  and, 
ihrewd  remarks,  are  often  very  furprifing.     This  curiofity 
is  no  where  more  confpicuous  than  in  Portree,  and  perhaps 
there  are  few  places  that  afford  more  frequent  opportunities 
of  grruifying  it.    A  fort  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth  called  f/oa, 
or  caddoes^  the  manufadure  of  their  wives,  made  into  fliort 
jackets  and  troufers,  is  the  common  drefs  of  the  men.   The 
philibeg  is  rarely  wore,  except  in  fiimmer  and  on  Sundays,. 
on  which  days,  and  fome  other  occafions,  thofe  in  beti^r 
circumftanccs,  appear  in  tartans,  a  bonnet,  and  (hort  hofe^ 

and 
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[Tome  in  a  hat*  ibort  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches  of 
Scotch  or  EngHflf  manofafiiire.    The  women  are  in  gene- 
cal  vttj  deanljy  flmd  fo  ezceffively  fond  of  drefs,  that  many 
naid-ienrancs  are  often  known  to  la  j  oUt  their  whole  wages 
^that  way.    The  men  in  general  are  middle  fized ;  there 
«re  at  piefent  in  this  parifli  5  men  about  6  feet  high^  and 
none  exceed  that  height.     The  height  of  the  women  is 
'sfrom  5  feet  %  inches  to  5  feet  6t;  they  are  in  general 
Inndfome  and  well  complexioned.     Some  fpirited  young 
-men  are  fond  of  the  military  profeffion :  but  here,  as  like- 
wife  in  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  generality  feem 
to  have  loft  that  martial  difpofition,  which  was  fo  charac- 
'^eriftic  of  their  fathers.    'When  any  is  enlifted  for  the  fer- 
▼icCy  hb  relations  are,  for  fome  time,  inconfolable ;  and, 
in  particular,  the  mothers,  lifters,  and  wives,  would  rather  ^ 
•have  their  refpedive  relatives  to  pais  the  moft  miferable 
and  wretched  life  with  themfelves  at  honi^,  than  fee  them 
^  into  the  army.     If  go  they  will,  it  would  not  give 
them  near  the  concern  were  it  along  with  their  chief*  his 
connedions  or  dependents,  with  whom  they  are  acquainted  \ 
nod  who,  they  are  imprefled  with  the  idea,  have  a  greater 
right  to  them,  and  would  be  more  careful  and  tender  of 
them.    However,  the  different  recruit tng  parties  through 
the  coontry  thb  year  have  been  pretty  fucce&ful.    The 
•men  of  Raafay  are  excellent  fifhers  and  excellent  fea- 
men;   to    their    infular    fituation,    perhaps,    abounding 
in  a  variety  of  fifli,  this  ^dexterity  may  in  a  great  mea* 
fure  be  attributed  *,  they  are  more  expert  in  fiflung,  and 
appear  to  be  fonder  of  a  feafaring  life  than  moft  of  their 
neigbboors.    During  the  fpring,  and  greateft  part  of  fum- 
mer,  numbers  of  them  are  employed  in  the  ling  and  cod 
fifliing,  and  then  many  of  them  engage  on  board  the  her- 
ding bnfles,  where  they  commonly  remain  till  the  fifliing 
leafon  is  over,  when  they  return  home  with  their  earnings, 

Vol..  XVI.  X  well 
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well  dad,  and  more  ezperienoed  marinefi.  Weft  the  cii« 
couragements  to  fiihmg  greater,  which  might  be  effisded 
by  the  removal  of  thofe  difficulties  and  obfiades,  which  at 
prefent  ftand  in  the  way  of  that  ufeful  and  beneficial  branch 
of  bafinefi,  in  confequence  of  the  rigoor  of  the  ftlt  laws, 
mnch  good  and  great  profit  would  thereby  accnie  not 
only  to  thb  parifli,  but  to  the  whole  country  around* ; 
nor  need  it  be  ob&nred,  that  were  a  village  founded  at 
Portree,  it  would  be  attended  with  many  important  bene- 
fits;  the  foregoing  indulgence  would  eftabHih  it  at  once,  if 
a  plenary  indulgence  could  not  be  granted. 


NUM- 


•  It  would  inftt^  to  the  inhabitants  a  cectain  provifion  to  their  laiiu> 
lief  for  the  year,  and  prevent  a  Yaft  confumption  of  meal  imported  into 
the  country,  if  a  report  was  annuallj  given  in  of  the  number  of  the  (mail 
clafs  of  tenants,  to  whom  %  barrels  of  fiUt  might  be  diftributed  upon  oath* 
for  the  purpofe  of  curing  the  relative  quantity  of  herrings  t*  be  eat  with 
their  potatoes ;  even  one  barrel  would  totally  change  the  face  of  afiairs^ 
where  fubliftence  is  fo  fcanty,  and  population  fo  overbearing.  This  td- 
fling  indulgence  would  contribute  to  the  neceffities  of  many  thoolaods, 
A  fwom  rental,  containing  each  name,  might  be  annually  produced  at  a 
proper  'feafon ;  it  would  be  impoflible  that  lalt  diftributed  io  fnch  fmaU 
proportions  within  the  refpe^ive  diftriAS|  could  ever  be  mifnfed,  or  em* 
'ployed  fo  beneficially  to  die  poflellbr  as  in  fccuring  his  fubfiiftencc ;  an 
caperimerit  might  be  made  for  one  or  more  years,  and  profecuted  or  con* 
demned  according  to  the  (alt  officer's  report. 
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PARISH  OF  ASSINT, 


(COUKTT  or  SuTHERLAKDi  StNOD  OF  SatHERtAl^D 
AND  CAITHVE8S9  PUSSBTTERT  OF  DoRVOCH.) 


hf  tbi  Rev.  Mr  William  Magkekziei  Mmifter  ^^ 


Origin  of  the  Name,  and  general  Defcriftion,  Uc* 


SSINT  is  a  Gaelic  compouod  f ,  defcripdire  of  the 
«-. .«  fuperficiet  of  the  whole  pariih ;  its  wide  extent  con* 
fiftiDg  of  loftj  mountains,  high  hills,  ftupenduous  rocks, 

threatening 


A 


*  Tli«  writer  of  this  piper  informs  once  for  ill,  that  be  is  not  fach  m 
wUpL  ia  the  Gaelic  language,  at  to  ufe  Irilh  ortbography ;  therefore,  when 
Catlic  words  nuft  neceflariljbemcntMinedi  that  mode  is  all  along  adopted, , 
wfacroa  there  are  few,  if  any/  qniefcent  letters.    See  Mr  MacpherfonH 
leaned  difllcitation,  prefiied  to  the  poem  of  Temora* 

f  As  Agut  iMt,  contra^ed  Aj-Srni,  t  e.  in  plain  Englifli,  <«In  andont," 
which  evidently  refers  to  both  convea  and  concave  furfaceak  caufed  by 
fefty  OMwitains,  <cc.  In  oppofition  to  the  etymology  prefently  given, 
tbeac  XI  a  yagae  tradition  bandied,  which  ilate?,  "  That  two  brothen, 

*  "  Unt 
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threateniiag  precipices^  and  nuolberlels  objeAi  of  the  like* 
kind,  but  hj  far  of  much  leis  magnitade.  Along  the  fideSi 
and  ftretched  out  from  the  bafe  of  thefe  grand  appearances, 
are  eztenfive  traOs  of  heath  and  moft,  Snch  parts  of  thefe 
trads  as  are  in  feme  degree  elerated,  aSbrd  (afe  pafinriag 
ground  for  yell  cattle.  Such  as  are  low,  overgrown  with 
foft  and  deep  mofs,  qnagmires  here  and  there  interfpeifed, 
prove  often  &tal  to  quadrupeds  of  every  kind ;  beneath  aH 
thefe  ^mountains,  trafis  of  heath  and  deep  mols,  are  narropr 
glensy  vallies,  and  fmall  plains,  beautified  with  little  natu- 
ral mounts,  ridges,  and  holbws ;  all  thefe  are  wholly  green, 
afifbrding  plentifuTpaihire,  during  fbmmer  and  harveft,  fer 
milk  cows,  fome  goat,  and  flieep.  Ay  the  dofe  of  harvefi^ 
or  beginning  of  November^  cattle  are  fient  to  winterings*^ 
wheve  they  continue  till  the  beginning  of  February  or 
thereby,  at  which  time  they  are  taken  dience,  houfSed,  and 
fed ;  the  milk  cows,  in  preference  to  all,  are  paflnred 
through  the  day,  if  poffible,  in  the  moors,  or,  if  prevented  by 
one  or  more  bad  days,  are  fupported  fparingly  within  doors. 
As  to  the  lower  part  of  this  parifli,  called  in  Gaelic  Fa- 
Un-jlffinti  the  fur£ice  is  much*  the  lame }  it  has  its  lulls,  He. 

but 

<*  Unt  ind  Af-Unt,  (1.  e.  Uttlj  tranflated),  tht  mam  rf  peace^  and.  tke 
*'  man  of  di fiord  \  that  they,  in  days  of  old,  fought  for  the  maflery  of 
"  Aflint ;  that  Unt  was  flain,  of  confequence  the  conqueror,  Af-Unt,  gsvc. 
*'  his  name  to-  the  paridi."  And  further*  **  Thu  imaginary  fpots,  where 
*'  the  fcene  took  place,  was  at  Ry^ioUnt*  a  rmaU  pitta  tmAt  him  of 
«<  Little  Affint,  prelently  poilefled  by  Liaatenant  John  Scobia.*'  But  the 
writer  of  this  narrative  fully  convinced  that  Gaelic  origiaal  sumei  are  de»- 
fcriptive  of  whafris  mod  firiJcing,  or  remarkably  obfenrabie,  has  veatnitd 
what  is  ict  forth,  as  ab#re,  rather  than  mere  fabie. 

a  Certain  graztngs  prefenred  during  the  whole  thfoe  btnreft  monthf^- 
to  whifch  the  cattle  are  fent|  and^oatimie  there  for  the  winter  qnsilao 
vrithout  being  houfcd. 
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but  perfefiljT  diminbttve  when  compared  with  thofe  of  the 
height  of  Aflint.  The  numeroos  inhabitants  here  on  their 
fmaU  particular  divifion  of  a  town  or  farm,  pradife  mncb 
the  &me  method  with  thofe  on  die  height  in  rearing^ 
cattk.  which  is  the  principal  ftaple  of  the  whole  pariih^ 
and  the  only  one  of  the  height  of  Aflint.  But  the  inha- 
Utants  of  Fan-Affint,  or  Lower  Affint*  have  the  additional 
advantage  of  fifiii^g  in  Ae  forronnding  offing,  bajs^  feas^ 
and  ocean,  when  they  pleafe,  and  when  the  weather  wilE 
permit  them.  But  of  thefe  bays,  lie,  in  their  proper  place» 
The  partictlar  traft  of  the  pari(h  called  Me-in-Ailint^ 
L  e.  die  middle  of  AiBnt,  is  a  perfeft  wild,  covered  with 
headi,  moft,^  heathery  hills,  and  rocks  of  fmall  fize,  and 
firefli  water  lochs>  which  are  numerous.  This  traA  con» 
fiAs  of  the  outlkirts  of  all'  the  hxms  on*  the  whole  coaft  of 
die  pariih,  and*  b  ufed  moftly  in  common,  and  as  tern* 
porary  winterings,  but  not  iafe.. 

Sgtttoiion.'^'Tlna  pariik  is  fituated  on  the  W.  N.  W. 
aoaft  of  Scodand,  within  the  county  of  Sutherland,  the 
prelbytery  of  Dornoch,  Synod  of  Sutherland  and  Caithnels;: 
The  fynodical  annual  meeting  is  held  alternately  at  Domocb 
and  Thurfo ;  the  latter  a  town  in  the  county  of  Caithnels ;, 
the  former,  the  only  Royal  Burgh  in  that  of  Sutherland^ 
The  diflance  betwixt  Thurfo  and  Dornoch  is  43  computed* 
miles ;  thence  to  Aflmt  30  miles  like  meafure,  at  leaft* 
Three  rivers,  and  feveral  confiderabk  rivulets,  interfed  the 
road  betwixt  Aflint  and  Dornoch  ;  therefore,  when  the  wea- 
dier  turns  out  rainy,  and  continues  for  but  24  hours,  or 
thereby,  the  very  rivulets,  and  efpecially  the  rivers,  are  fa  j 
many  tremendous  torrents,  not  to  be  forded,  and  when 
raihly  attempted,  the  confe(|uence  feldom  fails  to  prove 
fatal ',  along  thefe  30  miles,  there  is  not  one  bridge,  nor 
%&tone  or  two  fmall  boats,  of  the  fliape  or  figure  of  falmotf 

cobles^ 
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cobles,  in  which  a  ftranger  would  think  himfelf  not  laic* 
far  left  would  he  think  of  having  his  horfe  wafted  in  theniy 
though  both  are  often  done  hj  the  adventurous  natives. 
The  road  from  Affint  to  Domochi  making  only  allowance  fiofr 
the  preceding  hazazdous  inconveniencies,  is  in  a  tdermble 
degree  opened  up^  excepting  five  miles  in  Fmevin»  the 
property  of  the  late  aAive  and  gallant  Sir  John  Rois  of 
Balnagown,  whom  the  narrator  has  often  heard  iay,  that 
he  would  ibon  drive  his  carriage  to  Kan-loch-eUh,  which 
could  be  eafilj  eflfededy  there  being  no  bog  nor  mire  in  die 
trad  of  tbefe  few  miles,  only  ftones  of  fuch  bulk  as  might  ' 
be  taken  up  bj  any  ordinary  man,  and  removed  to  a  di- 
ftance ;  the  bottom  is  gravel.  Sir  Charles  Rois,  fon  and 
fucceflbr  to  Sir  John,  would  have  only  to  fay,  **  Let  thefe 
'*  five  miles  be  opened  for  a  road  i*'  and  it  would  readily 
be  done. 

Boundariis.'^ASLTit^  fituated  as  above,  and  lying  on  the  ^ 
W.  N.  W.  coaft  of  Scotland,  is  thus  bounded ;  on  the  N. 
it  is  divided  from  the  pariih  of  Edrachiliih,  by  a  great  arm 
of  the  fea,  called  Kilis  *,  of  confideraUe  breadth,  as  it  en- 
ters from  the  ocean,  probably  more  than  two,  if  not  three 
leagues;  it  indents,  running  betwixt  both  pariihes  with 
little  variation,  in  a  direftion  from  W.  to  £.  If  we  rec- 
kon from  the  point,  or  land-end  of  Rowftore  of  Affint, 
which  projeds  into  the  ocean  confiderably  more  than  the 
oppofite  northern  coaft  of  Edrachiliih,  the  Kilis  may  be 
found  in  leogUi  f  fix  leagues  at  leaft,  as  it  terminates  at  the 

bafes 

«  KtUs,  a  Gaelic  nonn,  fignifjing  the  reparation  of  one  place  from 
anotlier  by  fea  or  water. 

f  The  narrator  conld  not  get  the  perufal  of  the  general  map  of  AiCnt, 
though  he  wrote  the  fa^or  in  1791.  It  was  locked  up  where  there  wan 
no  ncceft  to  it;  therefore  all  calailations  or  reckonings  condefcetided«on 

arc  but  the  narrator'i  beft  conje^iucs. 
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bftles  of  Edrachitiih  and  Affint^  lofty  mountains.  At  one 
league's  ^ftance  from  the  inland  end  of  the  Kilis,  there  is 
a  particalar  part  of  it,  called  Kilis-cu-ig*,  acrofi  which  a 
flone  ma  J  be  flung ;  there  the  natives  fwim  their  hardy 
breed  of  cattle,  from  either  fide  to  the  other,  as  often  as 
their  bufinefr  requires.  Advancing  eaftward  a  very  fliort 
pittance  ftx>m  Kilis-cu-ig,  the  Kilb  expands  to  a  confide- 
rable  extent,  and  at  length  terminates  in  two  lochs,  t^i'iz;. 
Loch-glen-dtt  of  Edrachiliih  and  Lockunapool  of  this  parifli. 
The  herring-bufles  repair  yearly  to  thefe,  and  the  other 
lodis  of  the  Rilis,  and  feldom  have  caufe  to  repent,  as  they 
frn  in  with  fifli,  are  well  flieltered  on  one  or  other  fide  of 
the  Kilis,  and  have  good  anchoring  ground. 

Lochunapool  above  mentioned,  ends  at  Glen-cnl  of  Edra* 
chilifli,  the  only  farm  in  this  quarter  of  the  county  belong- 
ing to  the  Honourable  &mily  of  Reay,  and  in  contaft  with 
Affint.  The  boundary  by  land,  through  hills,  moors,  lie. 
is  (bmewhat  differently  reprclented.  The  poflefiors  of  Glen- 
col  fay,  that  their  march  with  this  pariib  runs  along  the 
long-exten^d  ridge  of  Bin-an-nu-i ;  on  the  other  part,  the 
tenants  of  Unapool  and  others  in  this  parifli  aflert,  that  the 
march  lies  at  a  ihort  diftance  without  the  Ballach  (i.  e. 
the  flap  or  pals)  of  that  hill,  whence  it  direds  its  conrfe 
by  Locb-poul-aulay  f  \  from  that  lake,  ia  an  eafl.  diredion, 
by  Locb^an-tlugid  %  to  Cloich-an-tnive  J|,  where  the  march' 
of  Glencol-Edruchilifli  with  this  parifli  ceafes.  The  in- 
coofideiable  traft  of  moor  above  referred  to,  very  feldom 
or  never  is  a  caufe  of  difference  among  the  people }  they 

live 

•  i.  #.  Tke  Narrow  Kyle. 

\  A  loch  where  one  of  the  n;in:e  of  AoUy  periihed. 

%  Means  a  c^acbiu  loch;  reccivei  much  water  from  the  north  fide  of 

H  A  hoje  ftone^  not  far  from  winding  craiggy  rocks* 


f  6<  Stat0kml  Acamnt 

live  in  peace,  a&d  ezcbange  mntaal  good  offices^  their  yeB 
^atde  graze  in  comoiOQ  only  lor  about  three  months  in 
the  7ear»  on  tfaofe  very  high  and  bleak  fiimmita.  Qoitiing 
anarches  with  £df«chilifli  as  above,  this  parifli,  at  the  vcfy 
iame  Cloich-an-tnive,  begins  to  bound  with  the  moft  re- 
tnote  Highhnd  grazings  *,  now  of  the  parifli  of  Creech, 
and  fince  173a  a  property  of  the  Balnagown  family. 
From  Cloich-an-mive  the  prefent  runs  thus  ;  By  the 
Iwights  of  Lead-ii-vodi ;  by  Tu^on ;  by  Manl-an4ear-loch; 
the  blights  of  Lead-na-bea-kach,  until  you  arrive  at  the  Ca 
{L  #•  the  flap  or  pafi)  of  that  hili^  the  pafr  lies  betwitt 
Be-a-kich  and  Gooe-vaul-hill,  the  latter  ftill  belongs  to  this 
imrifli ;  the  march  is  continued  by  a  bnrn,  which  deicedds 
from  the  pals  betwixt  thefe  two  very  high  hills  laft 
mentioned ;  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  its  fource,  it 
forma  a  loch  called  Du-loch  more  f,  the  ftream  iflutng 
from  it  at  the  diftance  of  about  h^  a  mile,  falls  along  a 
precipice ;  here  the  march  forms  a  curve  to  Fowran-bal- 
lach-tra-li-gai  t ;  thisfpring  is  fituated  on  the  verge  of  the 
4une  precipice,  fouthward  of  the  above  ftream ;  its  pure  ri- 
vulet  glides  along  a  fimilar  oour&,  both  to  Stra-an-an,  now 


♦  Thefe  grestng*  ««»  Kor.a-<Tadag-bcs»  JLor-a^vad-sf-more,  Beak- 
«ch-hilland  Stra  tn>us.  Contefts  hid  arifen  betwixt  the  herds  of  the 
Laird  of  Aflint  and  ihofe  4>f  'Balnagown.  The  Sberiff^depnte  of  the 
Right  Honounble  the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  who  then,  u  of  old,  held  heri- 
^ble  jurifdidlion  of  the  whole  county,  neceflarily  interfered ;  and  think- 
ing, that  by  the  fitoation  of  thefe  place^  they  ihould  be  attached  to  Ral- 
nagown's  neighbouring  property,  they  were  accordingly  made  over,  by 
which  Aflint  loft  what  of  old  was  reckoned  granng  belonging  to  it 

f  The  Big  black-loch. 

t  r.  ^.  A  fpriog  or  well  at  the  outsr  entry,  from  Affint,  of  BalUch* 
tra-U-gal. 
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ms  alread J  obferved,  the  property  of  Balnagown.  From* 
the.  above  fpring  or  well,  the  march  runs  to  the  hill 
of  Breb.ag-tar-lk"m  •  ;  from  thence  by  the  ridges  of  a  great 
range  of  hills,  until  you  arrive  at  Ballach  Ki-nich  f ,  oppo-  . 
iite  to  which  lies  Kaun-loch-alfli,  of  old  appertaining  to 
Balnagown.  For  the  fake  of  pcrfpicuity  it  is  to  be  r^- 
xnembered,  that  the  great  track  of  Ihore-mpor,  \St.  from 
the  point  of  Row-ftore  to  the  aforementioned  Cana  bea- 
kach  fronts  the  north ;  from  faid  Ca,  or  pafs,  to  Ballach 
Ki*nich,  looks  to  the  eaft ;  thence,  in  a  {(raight  line  by  the 
Ibath-eaft  fide  of  Lochan-(kerich  |,  to  the  fpring,  from 
which  the  bum  of  Auldan-na-kal-gach  tl  runs,  then  along 
its  channel  until  it  enters  Loch-bolan  ;  from  the  fouth  end 
of  which,  or,  as  others  fay,  from  that  part  of  its  we  Rem  fide 
direfUy  oppofite  to  Auldan-na-^al-gach,  the  march  holds  a 
ftraight  courfe  to  §  f*e-na-hard-elig ;  from  the  weA  fide  of 
Loch-borlan  this  parifii  marches  with  that  of  Kincar- 
dine ;  from  Te«nahard-elig  *•  to  the  top  of  Maul-na-nim-ra- 
chin :  thence  to  Cloichglas-maul-a-chirn  ff ,  at  which  place 

the 

*  Tar-lkin  figstfiei,  dist  Breb-tg  hill  lies  acrofi  tlie  range  of  hill»  to 
tlieroothofit. 

f  Means  the  flap  or  pifs  of  Kenneth. 

%  A  little  toch,  having  ia  it,  or  adjacenf  to  h,  fmall  flurp*poiatcd 
rocfa. 

'il  Means  the  burn  of  deceit  or  hypoerifj, 

5  A  tiack  of  foft  boggy  moor,  to  whipb,  in  tiroes  of  old,  the  natives 
gathered  deer,  and  when  entangled,  they  killed  theip. 

♦♦  Signifies  a  little  hill  having  feveral  tracks  of  plain  moor,  refembling 
ieldi,  adjacent  to  ic 

f  f  Means  a  hill,  having  a  large  gray  ftone  on  top  of  it.  Kinii  it  a 
Gaelic  word,  expreffingthe  fruit  of  the  redin  tree,  which  of  old  grew  on 
this  maul  or  hill.    There  is  a  barn,  running  from  the  fouth  fide  of  this 

hill;' 

Vol.  XVI.  Y  . 
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the  Balnagown  Highlands,  and  alfo  the  parifli  of  Kincar- 
din,  ceafe  to  march  with  this  parifh ;  and  there  aUb  AlBnt 
begins  to  run  marches  with  the  barony  of  Coigach,  pariih 
of  Locbbroom,  in  this  manner:  From  faid  Cldch-glas- 
xnaul-a-kim,  to  the  higheft  eminence  of  Lead-na-luib-a- 
croi  *.  Bat  we  muft  not  pais  on  without  obferving,  that  firom 
Sallach  Ke-nich,  efpeciallj  from  the  fource  of  Atildan-na- 
kal-gach,  the  march,  with  little  variation,  holds  thence  a 
coorfe  from  S.  £.  by  S.W.  to  the  above  Lead-na-Iuib-a-croi ; 
from  this  place  the  march  fets  off  in  a  weft  dire^ion  to  the 
higheft  part  of  Maul-an-our  f  \^  from  that  fummit  by  the 
fottth  fide  of  Maol-a-voaricb  X%  in  the  fame  direftion  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  called  Ki-uch  || ;  thence  all  along  as  ridges 
of  hills  and  water  divide,  by  the  higheft  part  of  Maul-cor- 
a-loch-an,  in  a  ftraight  line  to  Gla-ik-na-crey-ftiellich  §, 
which  is  at  fome  confiderable  diftance  to  the  fonth  of  the 
farm  of  Knochan,  the  higheft  fituation  in  all  this  pariih. 
At  the  above  Gla-ik-na-crev-fliellich,  a  fpring  originates  \  at 

a 

hill ;  it  nms  five  or  fix  miles  befoM  it  enters  SkeU^river,  tlw  gnsinp 
f  which  lie  becwixt  it  and  the  march,  defcribed  from  Bailach  Ki-nich  to 
Cloich-glas-maaI.a-chim,  were  taken  nway  by  the  Thane  of  Rofs  from 
Macleod  Laird  of  Affint,  in  time  of  the  confiidli  of  the  clans.  It  u  re- 
ported by  traditipn,  that  one  of  the  Thane^s  followers,  who  had  a  little 
earth  from  Balnagown*i  property  in  his  (hoes,  declared  folemnly,  as  be 
^ood  with  the  inqneft  at  Auldanrna-kal-gach,  that  he  was  then  ftanding 
on  the  Thane* s  undoubted  property;  then  it  was  that  the  bum  got  the 
pame  of  Aoldaa-na*kal-gach. 

*  Means  a  gravelly,  hard  plain, 

f  A  hillock  having  bad  heath« 

^  A  hill  frequented  by  4eer  in  rptting  fe^foo. 

II  A  pafs.  « 

i  4  f^P  H^  *  ^^  wheie  a  wild  willow  tree  gre^, 
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ft  certain  dtftaDceJ&ozn  its  fourceit  ialls  into  Auld-achrq*. 
kan  ;  this  burn,  siter  feveral  .wiadii>gs,  difgorges  itfejf  into 
a  great  lake  called  Locb-me-addj ;  from   the  fprin^  of. 
Glaik-ne-crev-fliellich  to  this  laft  loch,  the  coUrfe  of  .the  ' 
march  is  from  S.  to  N.     From  Loch-me-addy  the  march 
aiflumes  a  dircftion  from  E.  to  W.  jn  this  manner :  A  great 
bodj  of  water  ifTues  from  that  locb ;  it  forms  a  channel  of 
no  great  length  \  it  is  contra£ked  to  the  breadth  of  an  ordi- 
nary river,  a^nd  reiigns  at  lad  its  great  dream  to  another 
equally  large  lake  called  Fane-loch  \  betwixt   thefe  two 
great  lochs  there  is  in  the  channel  above  mentioned  one  ford^ 
it  is  cs^ed  U-j'-fam  *  -,  it  is  dangerous,^  being  only  incohe- 
rent  done  and  fan^  heaped  together,  by  drong  winds  which 
prevail  here  the  go  of  ,harved,  moreor  lefs  through  winter, 
and  efpecially  beginning  of  fpring ;  fome  perfons,  though  but 
feldom,  are  drowned  at  U-y-farn.     At  the  didance  of  3 
miles,  towards  the  diore,  a  grand  cafcade  commands  ^tten* 
tioa.     It  goes  by  the  name  of  The  Cafcade  of  Inverkirkag 
River.    The  collefiion  of  the  numberleis  fprings,  burns, 
and  lochs  from  Ballach  E^enich,  all  along  the  marcb^  to 
Knochan  bf  Adint,  as  above  mentioned,  beddes  ,what  is 
fiiperadded  from  loftj  mountains  f^on  both  fides  the  watery 
march,  at  this  very  plade  all  concentring  to  the  Cafcade, 
force  their  way  over  a  very  .great,  high,  and  craggy  pre^ 
cipice.     The  fall  exhibits  a  fcene  that  drikes  the  beholder 
ivith  furprife;  immediately  after  the  fall  an  eafy  declin-* 
lag  channel  forms;    its  length  to  the  fea  is  two  miles* 

At 

^  A  for  J,  near  to  which  alder  trees  grow. 

\  Thcfe  arc  Su  il-vinc,  (which  means  the  Mountain  of  the  Eye),  la 
Ira  chaits  called,  Sugar  Loaf,  as  being  of  a  conical  figure,  and  feen  of  that 
tfiape  by  mariners  at  a  great  dillance;  it  is  in  this  parifli.  The  other 
great  ax>iintain  is  Citiil-aiore  of  Coigach ;  both  ate  oppqfite  00  eack 
ftjc  of  the  march. 
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At  aBpiit  the  middle  part  there  is*  a  ftem  or  cruive,  havinj 
two  chefts,  acrofs  to  catch  falttioil,  and  to  prevent  their  get- 
ting up  to  a  great  pond'bfelow  the  fall,  whence  they  cannot 
be  t^ken  by  reafon  of  great 'ftbrtes',  roots  or  tVeeS,  atid  other 
obftacles  carried  yearly  tfrere  ift  rime  of  great  fp'eats;  no 
fifli  was  ever.tnown  to  IiaVe  furmount6d  the  Cafcade.  This 
river  at  laf^  difenibogues'itfelf  into' the  ocean,  at  a  very  fliort 
diflance  'fouth  of  Inverki'rkag  farm  houfe.  There,  at  ccr- 
tain  times  of  every* lide  d&ring  the  fi(hing-fc*afon,  fifhers  pJy 
with  a'yoal,  (a  little  boat),  oars,  and  nets,  to  catch  falmon. 
The  quantity  taken  throughout  the  feafon  is  faid  not  toeac- 
,  ceed  one  and  a'halr  laft,  though  in  a  favourable  year,  the 
fifliing  rn ay  turn  oil t  to  a* few  ba'rreb  more';  however,  the 
falmon,  in  rejgard  of  quality  and  reii/h,  al"e  allowed  not  to 
yield  to  any  in  Great  Britali!i,  being  fpawned  in  a  river 
whofe  niany  fprings  are  the  pu reft  fources,'  and  alfo  being 
catched  ihftantly  as  they  come  from  the  ocean. 

'  Leaving  Coigach  barony  (which  has  no  right  to  fifli  fal- 
mon here)  fouth  of  Invtrkirkag  river,  to  which  river  the 
prefeiiV  marches  of  this  patiih,  with  thofe  of  Edracbifiih, 
Creech j  Kincardine,  and  Lochbroom  pariihes,  have  been 
all  along  particularly  pointed  out,  the  narrator  now  pro- 
ceeds to  aefcribe  the  coaft  of  this  parfih  from  the  river  of 
Kirk-ag  to  the  point  or  land -end  of  Row- (lore,  from  which 
place  he  began  to  fhow  the  circnitous  march  of  it. 

The  length  of  this  part  of  the  Coaft,  if  the  uneven,  winding, 
and  in  fome  places,  rocky  foot  road  from  farm  to  farm  ♦  be 
followed,  may  be  found  at  leaft  to  meafure  15  miles.   The 

courfe 


*  The  farms  on  this  traok  of  coaft,  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  tre,  In- 
▼crkirkag.  Baddy. na- ban,  Knock>nan-nach,  Coiag,  Fil  in-wintering, 
Drumfvvordhnd,  and  Duchlaih.  Thefe,  as  Htuated  betwixt  Kirk-ag  and 
Inver  riverSi  are  called  £d-ra^ilk  farms.  They  lie  S.  S.  £»  of  the  river  of 
Invcr.  * 
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codrfe  from  Kirfc-ag  river  to  the  point  of  Row-ftore,  runs 
from  S.  S.  E.  to  N.  N.  Wl  All  this  coaft  is, of  importance, 
as  die  fca  abonnds  with  every  fpecies  of  fi(h,  coli,  ling,  iic^ 
tiiere  are  Ifkewife  a  variety  bf  flieTl  fifb,  ^jb.  oyiler,  lobfter, 
tf  c.  But  the  annual  refort  of  herring  to  this  and  neigh- 
bouring coaftSy  S.  and  Nl  of  the  pariih,  (now  for  feveral 
years  paft),  is  what  affottfe  great  advantage,  both  in  refpeft 
of  living  and^  profit  to  tnofii  fefiding  there,  far  fuperior  to 
all  the  refources '  which  the  inhabitants  reiiding  on  the 
heights  of  it  can  have^  By  the  fide  of  Loch- In  ver  is  the 
filliing  (lation  of  Ctilagj  bHilt  at  the  exp^nce  of  E;^ooo 
Sterlings  by ' John- Jbfeph  Bacon;  Efq;  of  the'^Ifle  of  Man,  • 
and  one  Mr  Donald  Rols  partner,  for  a  certain  {hare  of  that 
fum.  Of  late  years  the  le^fe  and  buildings  have  been  all 
transferred  to  other  adventurers*  There  is  a  fmall  cruive 
on  the  liftle  river  of  Culag,  where  perhaps  a  barrel  of  fal« 
moa  may  be  catched  thro)ighout  the  feafon';  its  contiguity 
to  the  falmon-fiibing  of  In  ver  river  can  be  the  only  reafoii 
for  the  expence  of  its  having  a  cruive  and  fmall  chefl  acroik 

At  In  ver  river,  which  has  alfo  a  cruive  and  two  chefts,  ^ 
there  may  be  cured  throughout  the  feafon  two  lafts  of  lal- 
mon;  a  favourabk  year  may  produce  more,  but  very  fel- 
dom,  if  ever,  does  it  complete  three  lafts,  Inver  river, 
which  has  its  numerous  fources  ♦,  6v.  from  every  direc-  * 
ttoQ,  efpecially  from  Goin-vaul-hill,  and  alfo  from  Loch- 
Ab,  near  Ledbeg  farm,  on  the  height  of  this  pariih,  it 
difgorges  itfelf  into  the  large  and  very  fafe  harbour  of  Loch^ 
lover,  where,  when  the  herring-filhing  offers  fuccefsfully, 
there  may  be  fcen  occafionally  two,  three,  or  four  icore, 

and 

•  Of  diefe,  ind  the  farms  lying  adjacent  on  the  hcighT,  the  nirrttor 
*iU  tfterwards  take  notice,  but  he  mu(t  keep  his.  couife  in  deicnbins 
die  coift. 
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and  fometimes  a  greater  number  of  ihips  *.  Bat>  to 
proceed,  along  a  dangerous  wooden  bridge  to  the  oppoiite 
fide  of  Invcr  river,  in  our  way  to  Row.ftore-point,  feveral 
farms  f  and  grazmgs  offer  to  view,  interfperfed  with  num- 
berleis  rocks,  fiones,  and  hollows;  however*  all  have  the 
advantage  of  fifliing.  Everj  £|rm  l^as  one,  two,  or  more 
boats,  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  fit  to  be  em- 
ployed. After  fiihing,  the  natives  draw  up  their  boats  on 
.  ihore,  or  into  fmall  creeks ;  as  after  leaving  Loch-Invcr 
harbour,  there  iy  no  fafe  one  until  (after  doubling  the  point 
of  Row-ftore)  you  enter  the.  chops  of  Kilis  X  \  which  being 
ffieded,  a  mariner  may,  as  he  finds  convenient,  fafely  an- 
chor  at  Cu-il-heu-ig,  north  fide  of  Doroy-oldney  || ;  or 
from  the  pomt  of  Store,  keeping  clear  of  the  ifland 
Oldney,  he  may  fafely  put  iu  at  Poul-an-dun-an  §,  on  the 

north 

#  Thefe  come  from  every  part  of  the  caft  and  weft  coaft  of  Scotland, 
from  Stornaway,  nine  leagaes  diftant  from  this  coaft,*  and  feen  from  it* 
when  thie  day  proves^  clear  and  ferene ;  a  few  (hips  come  from  the  iflands 
>  of  Orkney  and  Man.  All  thefe  berring-bufies,  their  numerous  crews^ 
boats,  and  J^reat  trains  of  nets,  make  no  lefs  pleafant  than  grand  appear- 
ance. Tn  purfuit  of  herring,  the  crews.  3cc.  fet  out  to  fifh  laie  in  the 
evening,  and  continue  till  early  next  morning.  The  bnlles  ride  at  anchor. 
Such  is  the  method  pradlifed. 

f  Their  names  are,  Baddy-darroch,  Inver,  Bracklocb,  Baddy-grioan- 
wintering,  Torbreck-wintering,  Achonalvich,  Clacktoll,  Store, Balla-chl»- 
dach,  Clafliroore,  Achnakarnan  and  Dare- land,  Culkin>ach«na>kar-nan, 
clofe  by  the  point  of  Row- It  ore.  ' 

I  Kilis  was  defcribed  in  general,  p.  166 ;  this  furtbrr  defcriptioo  t» 
meant  for  the  more  particular  information  of  mariners. 

g  Dorny,  /.  t,  a  narrow  fpace  or  channel  of  fea,  where  it  Sows  and 
ebbs,  and  where,  at  full  fea,  a  velTel  can  be  towed  to  either  fide  of  tfatf 
harbour. 

1         $  Foul-an-don-an,  cnlled  fo,  as  there  is  there  a  little  mount  or  dune 
on  the  north  lido  of  the  iiland,  oppofite  to  the  anchoring  grouod. 
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north  fide  of  tbat  ifland,  not  far  from  the  Dornej.  The 
great  and  long  track  from  Oldnej  to  Unapool,  (both  thefe 
places  incladed)  b  called  bj  the  general  name  of  Sliih-a- 
chililh*  \  there  are'feveral  farms  on  it  f,  and  fafe  harbours 
alfo.  Next  to  thofe  of  Oldney  are  the  following:  Loch- 
Drumbaig,  it  is  flieltered  by  a  range  of  rocks  and  little 
iflands  (called  in  Gaelic,  JEJan-in-du^  i.e.  The  Bladk  Iflands) 
at  a  moderate  diftance  off  (hore,  and  almoft  parallel  to  it. 
VeiTels  anchor  betwixt  the  fhore  ^and  the  iflands. 

Loch-Nedd  is  the  fecond  beft,  if  not  equal  tp  the  har* 
bcur  of  Loch-Inver.  It  is  fafe,'  and  (heltered  from  everj 
windy  and  in  time  of  the  herring-feafon,  there  maj  be  as 
great  a  number  of  ihippuig  here  as  at  Loch-Invcr. 

Ardvare  Loch  or  Harbour.  Its  entrj  is  narrow ;  the  bot« 
torn  craggy.  If  a  veiTel  gets  in,  which  flie  may  fafelj 
effed  at  high  tide,  ihe  rides  fafe,  and  is  well  iheltered. 
This  harbour  i»of  coniiderable  extent. 

Cambus-vic-ker-chir }.  It. is  fiife  and  well  iheltered, 
except  from  N.  £.  gales.  It  is  fituated  on  the  coaft  of 
Ardvare  farm,  not  far  from  the  march  of  Rj-an*traid- 
winterisg.  Advancing  ftill  more  inland  bj  Kilis,  the  next 
harbour  is, 

PooKa^gha-ren,  which  affords  great  fafety  and  (helter. 
It  is  fituated  in  that  great  bofom  of  Kilis,  diredlj  oppofite 
to  Anld-a-gha-un,  the  march  betwixt  Rj-an-tra^id-winter- 

^  I.  f,  Tkt  thigh«  or  fide  of  the  KLilis. 

t  Tbe  fanns  are,  dlafiioelTy,  Olden/,  Culkin-drambaig,  Dnunbaig, 
Kedd,  Gleti.l^ag»  Ardvare,  Ry-an^tra-id-wintering,  and  Unapool^  which, 
as  formerly  obfenred,  co-marches  with  Glencul  Edcadiilis  parifli. 

t  A  Gaelic  compound ;  Cambns,  or  Camus,  meaning,  A  wide  inden- 
tore  of  the  (ea  into  the  land :  Vic-ker-chir,  Farquhurt*s  fon,  from  whom 
Ibis  harbmir  took  its  name,  6(c« 
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ing  and  Unapool.  It  has  the  .additional  flielter  of  Elan-' 
a-gha-un  *,  belonging  to  Un-a-pool-farm.  Foola-ghaun  is 
in  iight  of  the  entry  to  Knis-cu4g  fprmerljr  mentioned. 
At  a  verj  (hort  difiance  eallward  from  it  is  the  harbour,  of 
Cambus-vic-Hullan.  ,  The  common  people  call  it  Loch- 
cam-mus-cu-fake.  It  will  qontain  fafely  from  12  to  18 
herring4>uireS|  and  their  boats.— -Such  is  the  coafi,  and  fuch 
are  the  harbours  of  Aflint. 

It  is  unneceflary  here  to  bij  any  thing  particular  of  the 
great  expanfion  of  Kills  eaftward  of  the  lafi  mentioned  har« 
bour,  nor  of  the  manner  it  terminates,  having  been  already 
fetfQrthinp.i67;f^y^^.ofthisStati(UcalAccount.  All  this 
part  of  the  cpaft,  from  the  point  of  Row-ilore,  along  Sliib- 
a-chili(hy  to  the  march  of  Unapool  with  Glencuil  £drachi- 
1101  parifli,  is  of  equal,  ijF  not  greater  value  than  that  track 
formerly  fpoken  of,  from  Inver-kirk-ag  river  to  faid  point 
of  Store,  for  thefe  reafons,  that  it  has  more  harbours,  and 
at  leaft  equal  advantage  in  fiihing. 

IsLAKBS  on  the  Coafi^  and  belonging'  to  the  Parijb  of 

ASSINT. 

^  Elan-eh-gbarin. — This  ifland  belongs  to  the  farm  of  Una- 
pool,  where  their  calves  are  fpeaned,  and  diere  oocafionally 
one  cow  may  be  fattened. 

Elan-an-dUf  or  Black  Iflands,  and  adjacent  rocks,  form 
and  (belter  the  harbour  of  Loch-Dnimbaig.  Thefe  iflands 
are  of  little  value,  fit  only  for  fpeaning  a  very  few  lambs 
or  kids.     The  eagle  pays  them  vifits  for  a  repaft. 

Maul-etan^an. 

*  £Un-a*ghtuun,  alio  a  compound.  Elan  figntfying  an  Illao<I :  and 
Chaun,  meaning  a  Sixmooth  old  of  the  cuw-kind.  To  this  iflaodthe. 
tenants  of  iJnapool  fend  cattle  of  that  age  to  be  fpcancd. 
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Maul-elan^an. — ^Thefe  are  two  iflands  attached  to  the  farm 
of  Culkin-Drambaig ;  they  are  a  little  nearer  the  coaft  of 
this  parifli  than  that  of  Edrachilifh  \  thej  lie  in  that  broad 
part  of  Kills  which  runs  in  a  direft  line  betwixt  Culkin* 
Bnuabaig  and  Loch-bad-ca-ul  *,  a  fine  harbour  clofe  bjr  the 
*man{ie  of  £dra-chili(h.  To  thefe  iflands  fometimes  old 
iheeparefent  to  fatten,  or  lambs  to  be  fpeaned.  Thejr 
are  of  00  great  extent.  .They  are  not  to  be -approached 
bat  when  a  fair  and  calm  day  offers,  by  reafon  of  the  bil- 
lows and  broken  furges,  which  violently  wafli  their  bold 
anj  rocky  Ihore. 

IJland  Oldney. — ^This  ifland,  the  beft  on  the  whole  coaft, 
'  the  eaftem  end  of  it  lies  fo  near  the  mainland  part  of  Old* 
«ey  &rm,  by  reafoa  that  the  breadith  of  the  channel  divi- 
ding them  will  not  exceed  ao  yards ;  this  alfo  is  the  channel 
formerly  mentipned  by  the  Gaelic  name  of  Dorny-elan- 
aiil:da-ney,  haying  a  harbour  on  each  fide  of  it.  The 
leogth  of  it  will  perhaps  meafure  an  Englifh  mile ;  the 
breadth  varies  much  in  many  places,  and  where  broadeft, 
wiU  probably  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Its  infular 
fitoation  makes  it  valuable,  as  its  pafture  and  little  corn  is 
(afe  from  being  trefpaiTed  on  by  neighbouring  cattle  ;  be* 
fides  that  it  anfwers  in  its  turn,  with  other  grazings,  as 
part  of  the  milch  cow  pafiure  throughout  fummer.  During 
•the  harveil  months,  no  beftial  is  allowed  to  enter  it,  being 
aU  that  time  preferved  for  out-wintering  pafture.  Cattle 
are  put  in  there  fome  time  in  November,  (as  into  all  other 
winterings),  are  thence  gradually  taken  out  to  be  houfed 
the  beginning  of  fpring,  as  they  may  appear  to  need  pro- 
voider.  Some  cattle  are  loft  yearly  as  they  attempt  get- 
tmg  to  little  plots  of  grals  among  high  rocks,  with  which 

Vol,  XVI.  Z  the 

*  The  mafters  ef  (hipsjind  their  (ailors  call  it  Loch-bad-wcll. 
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the  coaft  of  the  ifland  abounds.  It  is  allowed  that  this 
ifland  is  a  fifth  or  fizth  part  value  of  the  jnearlj  rent  of  the 
vrhole  farm  of  Oidnej. 

Cromay  ^jiii.-t-This  is  a  little  flat  ifland,  alfo  adjoined  to 
Oldnej  farm ;  it  lies  in  that  pretty  large  bofom  of  fea, 
i;vhich,  from  the  point  of  Row-ftore,  leads  to  the  anchoring 
ground  of  Cul-chu-ig,  fouth  fida  of  Domj*01dnej.  It  is 
Weltered  on  the  N.  by  Ifland  Oldney ;  on  the  S.  by  the 
high  rocks  of  Claflinefly  farm ;  but  the  fliore  of  thb  farm 
Ihould  be  kept  at  a  moderate  diftance  by  any  prudent 
mariner,  as  it  is  fliallow.  This  {mall  ifland  will  £utcn  a 
half-dozen  (beep,  or  one  cow, 

So-ay  IJUmd.'^t  lies  to  the  S.  of  Row-ftore  point,  to- 
V^ards  the  entry  of  Loch-Inver  harbour  from  the  offing.  A 
mariner  may  make  his  way  to  that  harbour,  by  keeping  hit 
^onrfe  on  either  fide  of  it,  as  he  may  find  moft  convenient. 
This  ifland  jji  a  pendicle  of  Inver  farm.  It  is  rather  flat, 
though  not  wholly  fo.  It  partly  abounds  with  heather, 
and  fweet  grafs.  It  is  much  longer  than  broad  ;  the  former 
dimenfion  may  be  half  an  Englifli  mile,  the' latter  one-third 
of.  that  length.  Lambs  and  kids  are  lent  there  to  be  fpean« 
ed,  and  taken  thence  in  two  or  three  weeks ;  if  no  other 
battle  are  fent  there  immediately  thereafter,  but  the  paflure 
preferred  until  the  beginning  of  November,  in  this  event 
it  will  prove  fufiicient  to  out- winter  eight  or  nine  year-  . 
olds  of  the  cow  kind.  ' 

Kleit  IJland.^This  ifland  is  fituated  to  the  S.  of  So^ay,         I 
at  the  diftance  of  one  mile,  or  thereby.    It  is  a  pendicle 
of  Inver-kirk-ag  farm,  and  fomewhat  of  a  round  figure,         j 
The  diftance  from  Inver-kirk-ag  to  this  ifland,  by  the  flial- 
}qw  bay  of  (nver-kirk-ag  will  be  one  league.    It  is  not  to        | 

b9 
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tie  approached  f)at  of  a  calm  daj,  and  fmooth  fea.  It  is 
but  a  high  rock,  coniiderabrj  above  the  greateft  tide 
and  farge,  except  in  one  or  two  places  of  difficult  acceis 
when  landing  \  there,  however,  lambs  and  kids  are  fpeaned, 
old  (heep  fattened,  and  when  no  fuch  are  in  this  ifland,  it 
Will  over-fatten  one  cow  or  bullock  of  large  fize  *^ 

The  narrator  having  all  along  mentioned  in  fubjoined 
notes,  or  in  the  bpdj  of  this  Statiftical  Account,  the  feveral 
farms  which  fell  in  liis  waj,  of  a  long  and  wearifome  cir« 
cnit,  it  would  become  him  now  to  proceed  to  the  imme* ' 
diate  difcuffion  of  the  more  important  particulars  of  this 
detail ;  bat  the  mention  of  thefe  are  for  a  little  deferred, 
mtil,  with  equal  impartiality,  the  names  at  leaft  of  the  in- 
termediate farms  are  fimplj  recorded.  The  defign  of^ 
which  b,  That  in  the  event  any  thing  ofrful,  meriting  en- 
quiry or  infpeftion,  may  occur  in.  what  remains  to  be  addu- 
ced, any  perfon,  from  whatever  quarter,  may  know  where 
to  find  and  fee  fuch  objeds,  without  guide  or  reward  to  . 
any.  Therefore  the  names  of  all  the  farms  and  inhabited 
places,  not  formerly  mentioned,  will  foon  follow  in  courfe. 
But  to  give  as  qlear  an  idea  as  poflible  of  the  different  trads 
and  direAibns  in  which  thefe  places  are  fituated  and  found, 
the  narrator  will  fuppofe,  that  a  traveller  fets  off  from  In* 
ver-kirk-ag  (hor6  for  Ledbeg  on  the  height  of  this  pariih  \ 
in  this  event  he  will  either  keep  by  the  fouth  fide  of  Su-iU 
vine,  or  Suggar-loa&hill,  and  find  the  path  difagreeable, 
abounding  with  ftones,  in  fpme  parts  with  rocks ;  and  in 

caft 

e  A  certftin  gcmleraan  of  this  pariHi  hid  one  fed  there,  which  fattened 
to  ^t  degree,  thit  upon  the  tnimal  being  landed  thence,  he  could  not 
move  bttt  with  the  floweft  pace,  but  that  briag  rather  t«*  niuchi  hie  in- 
Hantly  died  of  fuiTocation  by  fatncft. 
I 
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cafe  he  would  wiih  to  give  a  call,  or  ihelter  himfelf  froai» 
rain  or  fiorm,  there  Is  but  one  habitable  place  called  Brack* 
lochf  (clofe  bj  the  weftern  end  of  the  great  freih  water 
lake  called  Ca-um-loch  *),  a  diftant  pendicle  of  Ledbeg-farm- 
Or,  agpn,  if  the  traveller  fets  oiit  from  Tilin-wintering  b/ 
£d-ra-vine  track  fy.he  will  find  his-  way  almoil  equally  bad 
for  faid  Ledbeg,  though  in  part  opened  up  feveral  jears* 
pad.  Here  alfo  is  but  one  habitation,  named  Clo-ich-a-rj  X^  ' 
Jituated  in  a:  contrafted  gloomy  hollow,  moftly  furroonded 
with  rocks»    It  lies  to  the  north  .fide  of  lofty  Su-il-vine. 
This  place  is  alfo  a  remote  corner  of  Ledbeg  farm,  and  oc- 
cupied  by  a  herd  of  Lieutenant  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  the 
tackfmAO.     But  in  preference  to  both  the  above  tracks,  if 
the  traveller  fets  off.  by  Inver  and  Brackloch-Inver  farms^. 
keeping  along  the  porth  fide  of  Inver  river,  he  will  find 
his  way  more  comfortable  in   every  refpeft.     One  hour*^ 
walk  or  thereby  will  bring  him  to  Little-Aflint  I),  and  he 

may 

« 

*  Ca-um-toch,  i.  r»  the  crooked  loch.  Some  yetn  ptft  the  Lord  Bi> 
Ihop  of  Derry,  now  Earl  of  BHflol,  among  oth«r  partt  of  the  north  that 

*his  Lordfiiip  vifited,  made  an  czcuriion  to  this  pariih»  and  by  rea(bn  of  the 
grand  fceoe  of  this  locb,  iti  fine  iflands  beautified  «rith  natural  trees, 
birch  alfo,  furrounding  lofty  bills,  'een  and  refle<fled  from  the  fmooth 
furfac^  of  Ca-iYm«loch,  ft  rock  his  Lordship  with  fuch  plcafure  and  novelty^ 

'  that  he  caufed  bis  French  valet  draw  a  perfpe^ive  view  of  the  whole-- 

f  Ed-fa*vine,  meanv  Betwixttwo  mountains, .v/«.  SuUvine  to  the  S. 
tnd  Ga-nifp  to  the  N.  of  this  track.  Some  have  pertihed  here,  and  fevc* 
rals  have  btseo  in  great  daoger  of  the  like  fate  in  time  of  «iriater  ftonns. 

t  A«ry  figntfies  a  gracing,  having  booths  for  accommodation  of  milk* 
/naid  and  herds.    Clo-ich,  /.  r.  a  ilone,  importing  that  it  abounds  with 

fuch. . 

H  Oppofite  to  it,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Inver  river,  ii  the  Httle  farm  of^' 
PouUa-garvie.  On  the  N.  W.  of  Little  Affiot,  is  the  farm  of  Loch  ban« 
noch;  and  to'the  N»of  Loch-bannoch  lies  Poul-U^kar-kaD«  t  part  of  Tu- 
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mzf  walk  or  ride  as  he  maj  find  convenient.  Little  Af- 
fint  is  a  wintering,  and  confequentlj  a  temporary  refidence 
ef  Lieutenant  John  Scobie,  He  generally  has  a  boat  at 
the  weftem  end  of  the  beautiful  freih  wattnr  lake  called 
LocbwAlEnt.  If  it  can  be  gdt,  it  will  ferve  as  a  vehicle  fot 
feven  miles  towards  the  higher  farms  here ;  and  then  the 
traveller  lands  near  the  parochial  kii-k;  but  though  the 
boat  (houid  not  be  procured,  it  makes  no  great  diiirr* 
ence ;  as  upon  leaving  Little  Aflint^  the  traveller  makei^ 
forTuaoFe,  where  the  road  becomes  perfeftljr  Arm,  and 
continues  fo,  not'  onlj  to  Auld-ain-na-kal-gach,  the  prefent 
march,  but  as  far  further  as  the  length  of  Dornoch  or  Tain^ 
But  to  proceed  and  mention  all  the  other  farms  of  this  inland 
intermediate  trad  ;  the  traveller  leaving  Tumore  *,  has  the 
high  hills  of  Cu-i-nag  clofe  by  him,  to  the  north ;  on  hii 
right  hand  is  the  fmall  winterings  of  £dra-chalda,  at  fame 
time  the  winterings  of  Upper  and  Lower  Tubegs  f  offer 
Ob  full  view ;  they  lie  along  the  fouth  fide  of  Loch-Aflint^ 
at  the  bafe  of  a  group  of  hilk  called  Bine  garve.  From 
Baddj-oaearbad,  the  fmall  wintering  of  Edra^chalda,  the 

road 

■Of*.  Mr  Kenneth  Scobte,  tackfintn  of  it,  ef  Upper  tnd  Lower  Arh^ 
nore,  and  of  Kj.aotriid,  Cui-nag-bitls  are  attached  to  thefe  farms ;  they. 
vt  managed  bj  his  orerfeers  and  fervanta  here.  Himfelf  and  family  refida 
m  the  good  corn  farm  of  Scoary,  EdvacbilUh  parilh, 

«  Bcfidet  this  tradl  or  road  from  Inver  to  Tsmore,  there  is  another 
Ibm  Oldeny  to  it  atfo.  at  the  diftance  of  ■  half  mile  from  Tumore,  ta. 
oor  way  thence  for  the  height,  a  path  or  track  ft rikes  otf  this  principat 
md  (u  we  call  it)  by  Ballach-lerm:^  for  Sltftiaehililh,  particularly  for 
G^enlerag,  Ned,  and  Ardvare  farms;  the  two  former'  fiuMted  by  the  chopa 
if  Loch-Ked,  the  latter  not  far  from  it. 

t  £dra^:haMa  is  the  name  of  the  farm;  Baddy. nt-carbad  U  that  of  the 
wintering. 


i8a  Statijiieal  Accouta 

road  leads  direfily  cro&  the  little,  but  occaConallj  rapid  rt* 
Ttr  or  burn  of  Ski-ak»  through  the  farms  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Achmores*,  that  of  Edra-chalda,  crols  the  final)  river 
of  Chalda,  then  through  the  farm  of  Culin  and  Half  Ca- 
more  f ;  here,  about  the-eaftem  end  of  Loch- Affint,  are  the 
parochial  kirk  and  manfe.  The  way  thence  leads  crois 
the  river  Tralegal,  which,  at  a  little  diftance  enters  Loch- 
Affint,  then  through  the  &rms  of  Inch-nadaff,  Sroncbnibj, 
and  Laing,  crois  A-na-ka-un  river,  bj  Rj-an-cro-vich  farm, 
thence,  advancing  a  little,  there  b  a  path  which  ftrikes  off 
for  Lead  beg  fafm-houfe,  but  the  public  road  is  continued  to 
Auldan-nakal-gacht;  the  farms  from  thence  weft  ward  (b 
the  diredion  of  Cloich-glas  maul-a-cbim,  lie*  formerly  do- 
fcribed),  and  lying  within  that  line  of  march,  are  Ledmore, 
Gromauld,  Auld-an-achj,  Alpine,  and  Knock  ||.  The  nar- 
rator having  now  faithfully  mentioned  every  particular 
farm  and  inhabited  place,  the  manner  they  are  fituated 
along  (bore,  and  how  they  lie  in  the  inland  tracks,  he  leaves 
the  confideration  and  decifion  refpeding  public  roads  to  the 
Honourable  Commiffioners  of  the  county;  only  adding, 
that  if  thefe  roads  were  begun  and  finiflied,  bridges  buik» 
and  regular  ftages  fixed,  probably  no  lefs  curious  and  ufe- 

•  Upper  Tttbeg  is  adjoined  to  Inifiiadaff  fkrin,  Lower  Tube|^  to  Stron. 
chouby  farm. 

t  From  the  principal  road  a  track  or  path  ftriket  oif  by  Acbmorc  faniL, 
hoafe  for  Unapool  farm,  which  is  the  eaftem  end  of  SUchadiiliih. 

}  The  other  half  of  Camore  is  the  minifier's  glebe. 

H  The  unfortunate  perfon,  by  whofe  fingle  evidence  (in  time  of  the 
clan  conflidis)  the  grazingi  or  farms  of  Auldy-volin,  Auldan-fam,  Stnth- 
fef-kach,  Knock-kumy,  and  C^las-wel,  with  all  paru  and  pendicles,  were 
fevered  from  Ai1int»  is  handed  down  to  this  very  day  as  having  laid  violent 
liands  on  himielf.  That  limb  once  of  this  partfh  was  fweeped  away  when 
the  intrepid  lairds  of  Macleod  Iield  all  thi^  :;artih. 

S  There  is  a  tradl  on  bad  road  from  Knocbaa  to  tbe  village  of  Ula^pooL 
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(ill  objefls  would  caft  up  to  view,  and  be  found  here,  than 
in  the  Swils  Cantons,  fo  very  particularly  defcribed  by 
Britiih  travellers. 

Circumference^  Lengthy  and  Breadth  of  j^ffint  Parijb.^^ 
Concerning  thele  dimenfions  a  conjedfire  can  only  be  of^ 
fered,  for  reafons  formerly  aiEgned  \  however,  if  the  courfe 
of  marches  defcribed  in  the  preceding  pages  of  this  account 
are  followed  in  their  various  windings  along  the  coaft, 
through  moors  and  hills,  there  is  no  faying  but  this  pariih 
may  be  found  100  Engliih  miles  in  circumference.  Taking 
the  length  from  Auldan-nakal-gach,  or  Cromauld,  to  the 
point  of  Row-ftore,  may  meafure  from  20  to  35  like  miles. 
The  breadth  varies  much ;  but  fuppofing  it  to  be  takea 
from  the  march  of  Auld-an-achy,  or  Knockan,  with  Coi« 
gach.  to  the  lands-end  of  Loch- Ardvare,  in  which  line  only 
this  parifii  is  fuppo&d  broadeft,  it  is  prefumed  not  to  ex- 
ceed, (or  at  mofi  found  to  meafure,)  15  miles.  It  is  an  eafy 
aSair  for  filch  as  can  have  recourfe  to  Infped  the.  general 
plan  or  map  of  thb  pariih*,  to  inform  themfelves^  the 
precife  dimenfions,  by  their  applying  a  pair  of  compafles 
to  the  fcale  of  that  map. 

Number  of  ^cr^i^— Thefe  muft  be  feveral  thouiands. 
The  narrator  can  offer  no  particular  coojedure  of  their 
number,  as  the  furface  of  the  parifh  abounds  fo  very  much 
with  great  frefh-water  lakes,  and  nUmberlels  lefler  ones 
alfoi  befides  rocks,  hills,  and  mountains  of  every  fize  and 
dimenfion,  ibme  of  which  are  inacceffiUe,  and  others  of 

them 

a  That  geoeisl  majv  u  alfo  ptrtioilar  drtnghtt  of  etery  famii  wu  dnwD 
Sf  by  John  Hoae,  in  time  of  ladj  Stttbei Uadfi  miiiort^. 
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them^fo  ID paruciilar places:  Therefore,  inftesd  of  acresi 
can  odIj  be  reprefeBted, 

The  ancient  Divifion  of  the  Lands  of  the  whole  Parijb,/'^ 
The  ancient  idivifion  of  the  parifh,  to  this  day  retairted  and 
itnown  bj  all  herc^  was  into  davochs  of  land,  which  are 
four  :  ifii  The  dav^och  of  Ard-Affint,  including  the  whole 
trad  and  farms  thereon,  from  Skiak  river  all  along  to  the 
march  of  Ledmore,  at  Auld-an-nakal  gach,  C^r.  to  Knock* 
an.  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  preceding  pages*  This 
davoch  was  the  onlj  one  which  fuflered  confiderably  bj 
feudal  differences  and  powerful  jurifdi&ion^  now  happilj 
abrogated  fince  1 748. 

%d  davochy  Ed-ra-iiky  extends  from  Inver-kirk-ag  river 
.to  that  of  Inver ;  its  hill  paflure  lies  towards  Su41-vine  and 
Canifp  mountains. 

3<f  davoch,  Row-ftore,  lies  extended  along  ihore  from 
Inver  river  to  Garve-auld  of  Claflinefly.  The  pafture  for 
jell-cattk  is  the  out-lkirts  of  all  the  farms,  and  called  Me- 
jui-Affint,  formerly  defcribed. 

^b  davoch,  Slifli-a-chiliiby  fituated  betwixt  faid  Garve- 
auld  of  Clafiineiry,  along 'the  coaft  of  Kilis,  to  the  march 
of  Unapool  (as  formerly  reprefented)  with  Glencul  of 
£dra*cliiliih  parifli.  The  hill-pafture  of  this  davoch  is  in  pait 
a  diviiion  of  Me^'an-Adint,  to  the  boundary  of  Glenlerag 
/arm  by  Loch-nedd.  Glenlerag,  Ardvare,  Ry-an-traid, 
and  Unapool,  have  out  4urts,  each  of  their  ow'n.  For  rea- 
ions^vhich  will  appear  in.  the  fequel,  the  ijubdivifions  of  thefe 
ibur  dovoohs  ouuft  not  be  omitted,  for  theyjare  ftill  retained 
,and  known  by  the  natives ;  and  by  attending  to  it  in  its 
proper  place,  a  pretty  exaft  calculation  can  be  mfide  of  all 
4faftJivi>'(tof^  ^f  ^very  fpeoes  of  cattle,  iz;  the  pariih. 

SubdwifioM 


BMSwifim  of  iU  four  Davocis.-^The  fubdivifion  of 
dicfe  four  davodw  is  into  oxgates  of  land*  every  davoch 
Mofifiing  of  eight  fuch,  making  in  all  32  ozgates.  The 
pradical  objeAs  of  this  fubdivifion  fliall  be  ftated  nnder  « 
fiiUcqiieot  topic*  ,  ^ 

&r/^.— The  fof&oe  was  reprefented  in  the  genersl 
deicripcion  gi^wn  in  the  beginning  of  this  accoont,  as 
almoft  wholly  uneven,  and  rocky,  having  interjacent  little 
gkos,  fields,  plains  and  meadows,  which,  during  fununer 
and  harveft,  abound  with  rich  pafture,  at  no  great  diftance 
from  the  feveial  farms  a«d  places  of  refidence,  near  to 
which  natural  grals  is  yearly  cut  in  Auguft  or  September 
for  bay,  as  the  feafon  may  allow.  At  the  extreme  marches 
widi  the  diflbrent  neighbouring  landed  propevty.,  the  furface 
abounds  moftly  with  lofty  mountains,  hills,  ezteofive  traAa 
of  heath,  having  here  and  there  foft  mols  and  quagaAire8# 
which  often  prove  fi^al  to  cows  an4  horfea. 

Sirat— Along  the  whole  (bore,  the  foil  is  of  various 
kinds,  flony,  gravelly,  fiuidy,  mofly ,  «nd  thefe  for  the  mod 
part  interfperfed  with  rocks  and  fiones,  fome  of  greater, 
odiers  of  lels  magnitude;  for  whicb  caufe  almoft  all  thf 
labouring  b  performed  by  the  crooked  and  ftraight  dettnug 
fpadcs,  implements  of  hnlbandry  peculiar  to  this  and  other 
pariflies  to  the  N.  to  the  W.  and  S.  W.  of  Affint.  The 
plough  affords  confiderable  aid  at  the  farms  of  Inver-kirk* 
ag,  THin-wintering,  Inver,  at  Oldney,  and  Little  AfBnt>- 
wintering.  The  plough  might  do  fo,  in  more  or  lefs  de- 
gree, thrcwghout  the  feveral  other  farms  of  thefe  three 
dovoeis  along  (bore.  But  the  inhabitants,  being  numerous 
there,    think  it  cafier,   and  attended  with  lels  ezpenceg 
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feo  delve  *  tbeir  ftveral  divifioos  #f  land,  thu  be  at  ||ie 
uoubl«  of  clearing  'die  ground,  or  of  ufing  hcdiM  and 
yloogbs,  efpccially  as  ttieir  immcduito  fuhiflonoc  depetiAi 
on  their  fucce(3  in  fifliing,  to  which  they  oiuft  paj  ttfgk- 
lar  attention:  befides,  it  is  found  bj  czporiflnoe*  that 
there  is  a  much  greater  increafe  of  com,  from  the  iame 
•  quantity  of  feed  fown  in  dehings^  Chan  from  the  like 
quantity  fown  in  piougbed^ound ;  bear  fowA)ili  tbo,)9n^fik 
jJM^  Mving  19  general^  ^ouad  to  yield  iaxoem  in  retora. 

SoU^DmvQci  /trd-4finf,  or  4fiu  Hvit.^TiM  Ud 
here  is,  for  mod  part»  a  rieh  heavy  loam ;  in  fome  other 
plaees  it  is  gravelly.  lameftone  and  mois  ahoond  through 
the  whole  extent  of  it.  The  fields,  though  few,  and  not  of 
great  extent,  are  as  regularly  laid  o^t  as  the  fiir£»oe  wiU 
allow ;  fome  rock*  above*  and  otheia  below  the  (affile, 
give  embarcafifneat,  and  require  the  attention-  of  die 
ploughman  to  avoid  them ;  Cor  whidi  reason  •  there  is 
in  time  of  tilling  a  man  who  attends  with  the  afore-^ 
mentioned  crooked  fpade,  whole  emfdoyment  it  is  to  Mve 
the  ground  where  it  is  fuppofed  there  are  conoeakd  rooks 
and  ftones,  in  order  to  expole  them  to  view,  (b  that  neither 
plough  nor  hbmels  may  reeeive  hurt. 

Cultivation^  M^^nure^  and  ImfilemiMts  ^  H^/bdmdiyr^ 
Yearly  from  the  middle  of  July  to  the  ijtii  of  Auguftt  the 
labourer  employs  a  confiderable  part  of  that  time  in  ga- 
thering earth,  which  he  forms  into  an  oval  or  quadrangular 
$gure^  above  that  are  laid  ftrata  of  dung,  lime,  and 
whatever  elfe  may  enrich  his ,  dunghills,  to  which  a  coofi« 
derable  addition  is  made  by  the  Utter  of  cattle,  houled 
early  in  the  fpring*  If  that  feafon  he  favourable,  the  til«r 
^ge  commences  at  or  about  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary*   Oats  are  fown  in  ^^Qh  and  beginning  of  April* 

Fields 

*  Dig  with  the  fpBde# 


FieUk  to  he  bid  down  with  har^  amd  fiich  as  are  to  he 
Rattled  with  potatoes**  aiier  having  been  ooGe  ploughed, 
ait  .tbetetifter  mannred«  afid  upon  their  being  tilled  a  lecond 
time,  are  itflantfy  ibwn,  and  harrowed.  Sea  weed  k 
the  principal  asannrei  all  along  die  fliore*  Some  little 
traAs  of  moor  and  barren  granml  are  yearly  evetj  wHerc 
bronght  into  cnlttv^tion  by  potatoe-planting ;  but  the  whole 
araUt  gronnd,  plooghcd  and  Jehid  throaghoot  the  whole 
pariUCdoes  not  ptobahly  bear  the  proportion  ot  one  licre 
to  an  hondred,  of  what  is  hill  paihtre,  moor  and  mo6. 
The  oU  Scotch  plough  is  the  only  one  tifed.  here  $  four 
fasrdy  native  horfet  are  yoked  to  it«  The  other  impk'^ 
mentB  of  huibandry  are  burrows,  the  crooked  and  flraight 
delving  ^ades,  EngMi  fpades»  ferae  mattocks,  cahbies^ 
€nolt-fitddki^  and  crtd§m  It  is  with  thefe  two  laft  men* 
tioDed  that  the  manure  b  carried  on  horfebatk  to  the  field| 
as  neither  cart  nor  waggon  are  yet  ufed  here. 

B^d  Time  amd  Harvi/t.f'*Seei  time,  as  above  mentioned^ 
if  the  fpring  proves  £stottrabls,  begins  early  in  March^ 
aad  in  that  event,  the  labouring  is  finifl^d  hf  the  clofe  of 
May,  or  fbme  days  thereafter.  If  the  harveft  be  a  good 
one,  the  crop  will  be  feoored  by  the  ktter  end  of  Septem-^ 
'  bcr ;  bot  this  happens  very  leldom,  by  reafon  of  excelTive 
nins,  which,  if  they  come  on  in  March,  lengthen  the  la- 
booting  to  the  a4th  of  June,  and  of  coorfis  very  probably 
the  ingathering  of  the  crop  is  p&otraficd  to  the  end  of  Oe- 

tober 

*  Whco  in  the  1765  the  narrator  was  admitted  to  the  charge  of  AiSnt« 
iWrt  were  no  potatoes,  escept  a  few  planted  in  hit  predecefTor*!  garden. 
U  the  1766,  a  half  boll  for  feed  was  got,  fmall  prefents  were  made,  the 
■ttBoer  how  to  plant,  Ace.  was  (hown.  At  firft  the  nativef  were  indiffe- 
mt;  howerer,  being  perfuaded  to  perfeverCt  and  finding  their  great 
adiraatage,  they  have  ever  (ince  improved  in  the  (kill  of  planting  their 
flois  and  fields  of  potatoes. 
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tober  at  kail;  if  not,  to  the  middfe  of  Novenibet'  ^.  If 
Aefe  ndas  contiaiie,  and  change  to  fleet  and  fraft,  wlndi' 
jmnecunes  happens,  the  whole  Itboor  of  the  year  is  eitber 
loft^  oTy  the  crop  is  rendered  unwholelbaie  ibr  num  and 
beaft  \  of  confeqnence  fickneb  psevaib  aaaoog  the  peq^c;^ 
and  the  lofe  of  cattle  is  inevitable^ 

Climaiif  Difia/ih  Vc.-— In  general^  the  diaate  is  tmjf 
n-muob  lb>at  kail  as- in  any  traft  of  eqnal  extent  on  the 
W.  N.  W.  Goaft  of  North  Britain.  The  rain  cootinnes  not 
only  foe  houn,  but  often  for  days  %  nay,  for  weeks,  efpedally 
if  the  wind  perfeveres  foa  fo  long  a  time  to,  blow  from  the 
weft  V  if  from  that  quarter  it  veers  to  the  fimth,  its  ocaid- 
nnance  theipe  wilL  not  be  long,  but  retorning,  xeoommenccs 
its  unwekome  (bowers.  When  the  wind  fliifis  Snat  W. 
to  N.  in  this  event  it  rains  giently  for  two  or  tibiee  days; 
thereafter  the  atroo^here  clearing  up^.  the  weather  beooncs 
dry  and  chilly,  and  continues  fo  as  long  as  the  north 
wind  prevails.  With  eafterly  winds  there  is  always  diy 
ferene  weather  here,  having  littk  or  no  change  to  the  can- 
tmry.  During  the  (buth  wind  the  weather  is  fiivouraide^ 
but  no  fooner  does  it  veer  to  the  weft,  and  oontiancs  to 
bkw  hu-d,  than  in  a  tew  hours,  it  begina  to  tain.  Notwtth** 

ftanding 

#  HinFeft  VJit  wtr  fftvoonible,  tbe^crbp  wit  good,  aod  fifely  got  in. 
A  verj  great  fall  of  fnow  took  place  in  the  beginning  of  Jmnaije  177V 
which  continued  with  intervali  until  near  the  end  of  March;  intcniefroft 
ibcceeded  in  April ;  fo  that,  notwrithftanding  almoft  the  whole  crop,  and; 
fX\  the  provender  had  been  given  to  the  cattle*  yet  OBore  than  one  third  of 
€he  live  ftock  of  this  partlhMied.  Harveft  178a  wti  very  bad;  very  little 
of  the  crop  was  feenred:  ft  wat  moftly  loft,  being  covered  with  (how* 
Spring  1783  was  n.ore  favourable  than  that  of  177a,  confcqnently  lefs  lofs 
of  cattle.  At  thu  very  time,  vr».  September  14.  17939  the  badey  ia  not 
-qit  down,  theitfore  a  very  late  harveft  is  dfeadtfd... 
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4tfi£ng  that  fach  ift  general  is  the  climate  here,  yet  there 
is  a  confiderable  diihreiice  betwixt  theheaviae&ofihoweia 
wmd  other  yefrrly  ftorms  &lling  on  the  heights,^  in  compaH* 
fim  of  thofe  which  £d!  on  the  bwer  parts  of  the  parifli, 
caUed  Fa^un  AiEnt ;  in  the  talk  neither  (bowers  of  rain,  ndt 
ftorms  of  fnow  are  fo  violent ;  whereas  on  the  heists  they 
are  often  fiek  feverely  :  In  (horty  fome  winter- feafons  pa£i 
ftear  the  fltore,  with  little  or  no  fnow»  but  only  intenfe  frofi ; 
while  at  the  lanie  time,  the  fanheft  inland  end  of  Slifh- 
ft-chil^,  and  the  whole  heights  of  this  parifli,  groan  noder 
%  load  <rf  both.     But  though  the  climate  be  thus  ratny^ 
an4  the  air  moift  during  deluges  fiKh  as  have  been  defcri- 
bed,  yet  upon  ceafing  of  the  nun,  »  fmart  eaAerly  wind 
ttifing,  and  continubg  for  the  fyace  of  24  hours,  will  per- 
fedly  diate  the  waters,  carry  oflF  alt  fuperfluous  rain  from 
the  farface,  and  moifture  from  the  air.    That  the  weather 
here  is-  very  changeable  cannot  be  denied ;  fomedmes  very 
Serene   and  pleafant,  but  oftener   the    reverfe,   which  is 
the  ftafe  ef  fXL  places  in  fuch  northern  latitudes,  abound- 
ing with  lofty  hiHs,  as  this  pariih  does.   EEowever,  that  the 
air  here  is  healthful  will  eafily  be  admitted,  as  it  iis  a  faft. 
well  known,  that  people  from  South  Britain,  and  from  the 
lile  of  Man,  have  lived  comfortably  here ;  and,  at  th£a 
very  time,  natives  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  refide  ia 
diis  pariih,  enjoying  perfed  health,  acquiring  a  habit  and 
conftitotion  of  body  almoft  equally  robuft  as  that  of  tho 
stativesr. 

There  are  at  prelent  here  the  &me  dileafes  which  pervada^ , 
other  places,  fucli  as  chincough,  meafles,  and  fmall-poz.  In<^ 
cnhtion  is  not  yet  univerially  introduced,  on  account  of 
vulgar  prejudice.  Among  the  numerous  inhabitants  who 
dweD  along  Slilb-a-chi-lifli  and  Row-ftore,  to  Inverkirk« 
ag  river,  fevers  and  diarrhoeas  fometimes  prevail,  owing, 
as  is  laidy  to  cold  fiflung  feafons.  In  the  17681  thero 
?  waa 
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was  indeed  »  very  inibdious  epidemical  ivmCf  whatf^ 
having  been  iiitxx>diiced.  from  olher  placeii  cot  off  a* 
great  numberi  the  ftooteft  and  molt  vigaroiis  in  ibc  fpaoe 
of  three  daj9»  others  in  that  of  four «  if  Ibe  infiBfird  furri- 
ved  the  fifths  efpecially  the  fevenlh  daj,  diey  gtnandlj 
efcaped. 

Inftancts  of  L>9giviijh^^yia  Chrifti^n  Gray,  d^nglMar 
^of  the  Revercdd  Mr  Alexander  Graj,  (the  late  learned  ad 
worthy  Epifcopal  parlbn  here),  died  at  the  age  of  loo 
jeara  at  leaft.  The  narrator  faw  and  often  ooavac&d  with 
her  for  one  or  two  jears^after  bis  admiffion  in  (he  i^l^i* 
She  retained  the  memory  of  every  thing  of  importmiGe 
that  came  within  her  knowledge  to  the  very  dofe  of  lifs. 
•  Hugh  Matthifon,  tenant  in  Baddy-danoch  by  Lodi^Inver, 
wasy  by  his  own  account,  95  years  of  age.  He  ^jojed 
good  healthi  and  went  a  fifhing  ia  his  little  boat  until  withitt 
fome  few  days  ,of  his  death. 

John  Mackenaue,  tenant  in  Claihmore,  (ays,  that  he 
is  at  the  clofe  of  100  years  at  leaft.  He  oaa  ftill  thraflk 
com,  and  do  other  domellic  aflairs. 

Mrs  Mackenzie  of  Glenlerag,  who  died  much  aboot 
17671  faw  the  fourth  generation  lineally  defceoded  from 
her.    She  was. upwards  of  zoo  years,  and  retained  her  in0»  ~ 
mory,  lie.  to  her  death. 

• 

State^  of  Prcperty  :  IVbftber  changtabk  or  not^lh/t 
property  of  this  pari(h  has  perhaps  undergone  as  few  chan« 
ges  as  any.    Tradition,  and  even  doconaents  dedarc*, 

•  Thefe  documents  are  in  tht  archives  of  tbe  prefent  noble  proprietoit 
of  this  parifh  ;  and  if  the  narrator  rememben  tvell,  Sir  Robert  Oonion  of 
.  Oordonftoun  hintB  at  this  ^,  in  hit  hiftory  of  that  ancient  famlJj, 
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that  it  wst  •  foreft  of  the  aneieot  Thanes  of  Sotherland. 
One  of  tbefe  prime  Thanes  gave  it  in  vaifalage  to  one 
Mac-Kry-cul^  who,  in  ancient'  tiroes,  held  the  coaft  of 
Coigaeh,  that  part  of  it  at  the  place  prefentlj  C^793) 
calkd  the  village  of  Ullapool*.  The  Noble  TKane 
made  AiBnt  6ver  in  the  above  manner,  as  Mac  Ery-cul 
had  recovered  a  great  quantity  of  cattle,  carried  off 
from  the  coimtj  of  Sutherland  bj  foreign  invaders  f • 
Mac-Kry-cnl's  family,  by  the  fate  of  war  in  thofe  days 
of  old,  being  reduced  to  one  hetr-female,  ihe  was  gi- 
ven in  marriage  to  a  younger  fon  of  Macleod,  laird  of 
Lewis,  the  Thane  of  Sutherland  confenting  thereto ;  and 
aUb  making  this  parifb  over  to  the  new  married  couple, 
together  with  its  fuperiority.  The  refult  of  thb  marriag* 
was  fourteen  fucceffive  lairds  here  of  the  name  of  Macleod  (• 
In  id6o,  or  about  that  time,  this  pariih  and  its  fuperiority 
becante  the  property  of  the  ^arl  of  Seaforth,  who  made  it 
over  to  a  younger  fon  of  his  &mily,  whofe  fucceflbrs  poiTef* 
fed  it  for  three  or  £bur  generations :  Thereafter  it  was  pur«- 
chaCed  by  Lady  Strattnaver,  who  gave  it  as  a  prefent  to 
her  Noble  and  no  leis  deferving  grandfon,  the  late  WtU 
Uam  Earl  of  Sutherland,  father  of  the  prefent  Right  Ho« 
ooorable  Conntefs  of  Sutherland,  married  to  Earl  Grower, 
heir  apparent  to  the  Marquis  of  Stafford.  Thus  the  barony 

anl 

a  Larich,  Teiy,  M«ckry-cul  is  ftill  known  at  Ullapool  ▼ilUgs^  f.  r». 
^it  very  fpot  where' Mac-Kry>cul  had  his  houfe  is  known. 

t  ScaodmaTians,  who  burnt  the  great  ^  foreAs  pn  all  this  and  adjii* 
eeoicoafts. 

t  The  Oiort  maaufcript  hiftorr  of  thefe  gentUmeh  tlit  namtor  rdid. 
He  thinks  it  ma/  be  found  in  the  librarj  of  the  late  Rodeiisk  Macleo4« 
X(%  of  CadboUi  a  lioesl  defceadant  of  the  lairdi  of  Affint^ 
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«iid  pariih  of  Aflmt  rererted  to  the  Noble  fiumly  lAo 
gttve  it  to  Mac-Kry-col  *•  • 

JS&rt/or/^— The  late  good  Earl  William  jMving  got  A£. 
fintft  foon  thereafter  granted  wadfets  or  £biu»  to  tbo' 
smmber  of  fix.  The  gentlemen  who  held  them  fiift,  re* 
fided  on  the  coaft  of  Sutherland  bj  Dornoch,  lie*  Nooc- 
•f  them  have  their  abode  here. 

Infiances  efgood  and  bad  Ao/bni.— -The  mo&  remarkable 
iiifiances  of  bad  ieaibns  axe  the  following :  In  17669  wheo 

the 

o  Mtc'.Rry-cul  it  reported  bj  Ae  people  liere  to  be  tbe  potent  mm^ ' 
<rf  whom  are  detccndcd  tbe  MtcnicoU.  Nicoli,  and  Nkc^ibns.  ^ 

\  This  Noble  ftntly,  in  idpeft  of  antiqiiityy  it  equal  to  anj.  Soaw 
we  of  optoton,  thiit  a  prince  or  chieftain  of  the  Oennan  Celtt  (whom  &• 
&oinin  hiilorian  mentions,  Tac.  gcr.  30.  i.)  wat  progenitor  of  it  Be 
that  as  it  will,  it  it  faA  that  the  county  of  Satherland,  in  the  Gaelic  Ian- 
fiMfe  it  called  Shir-ri-acht-chatt ;  the  nativct,  by  the  fame  language,  are 
denominated  Chattick;  and  thu  Earl  called  Mor-ir-chatL  Further, 
there  it  early  mention  of  the  Thanet  of  Sutherland  in  Bocfaa* 
■an'a  hillory  of  Scotland;  for  proof  of  this  the  hii^ory  of  the  ufuipcr 
Macbeth  may  be  read,  who,  to  poflefs  the  Crown,  aflaiEnated  his  owa 
^euffn.  King  Duncan  I.  and  put  to  death 'foon  thereafter  the  Thanet  uf 
€aithneft,  Sutherland,  Boft,  and  Nairn,  Ice.  in  the  year  ^45.  .Howrvur. 
Ihe  faryivon  of  thefe  Thanet,  conjoining  with  the  other  great  chieftaina 
•f  Scotland,  expelled  the  u&rper,  and  placed  Malcolm  III.  on  the  throau 
•f  his  fathers,  Bachaaan^t  Hiftory,  B.  6.  and  7.  It  appears  alfo  from 
Ihe  9th  book  of  &aie  hiftorian,  that  in  the  year  1370,  or  thereby. 
King  David  II.  preferred  Alexander,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  by 
&id  Dawd*t  feeond  fifter,  to  fucceed  him  as  King  of  Scotland ;  the  oobt. 
lity  accordingly  fwore  fealty  to  him;  bat  Alexander  dying  foon  after, 
^e  King  wat  reconciled  to  Robert  Stewart,  the  fon  of  hit  eldeft  lifter. 
In  Oioft,  this  Noble  hxsaXy  always  concurred  in  promoting  and  effeAing 
the  general  good  and  happineft  of  the  ftate  or  kingdom.  As  erideoce  of 
thts«  read  DrSmollet't  hiftory  of  1715,  vol.  la  where  the  patriotic  con- 
dttft  of  John  Earl  of  Sutherland,  in  the  Houlie  of  Peers,  agaisft  the  Earf 
ti  Aqgiefy,  dec,  vill  appear  coa^acnooL 
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the  narrator  came  here,  the  crop  was  loft,  aUb  the  peats  al- 
mo(t  In  fpring  1772,  in  confequence  of  the  preceding 
indiflFerent  harveft,  oi^e-fourth  part  of  the  cattle  periflied. 
In  particular,  the  cafe  was.  That  a  great  florm  of  ihow 
came  on  in  the  beginning  of  January ;  it  continued  off  and 
on  till  the  beginning  of  April,  when  it  was  carried  awaj 
(uddenty  by  a  great  and  uncommon  deluge  of  rain-  Froft 
continued  throughout  April :  In  a  word,  though  all  the 
provender,  and  even  the  com  was  given,  the  cattle  perifli* 
ed.  The  1782  was  bad  ;  but  nothing  fo  diftrefling  as  the 
laft  mentioned.  This  fame  1 793  has  b^en  diftrefling  through* 
out  the  whole  of  it ;  the  crop  is  for  the  moft  part  damaged, 
and  the  beft  of  it  hurt.  In  Ihort,  by  obfervation,  the  narra- 
tor can  truly  lay,  that  every  9th  or  loth  year  turns  out  di- 
ftrefling, either  by  lois  of  crop,  lofs  of  cattle,  perhaps  both,  if 
the  fpring  proves  not  &vourable ;  and  in  the  fame  proportion 
cf  years  prefently  mentioned,  there  is  generally  a  failure  of 
credit  bj  drovers  in  more  or  leis  degree ;  for,  as  they  drive 
all  the  cattle  fold  here,  and  other  neighbouringnorthem 
pariflies,  to  the  fouthem  markets,  they  muft  neceflarily  feel 
the  effeds  of  bad  feafons  and  times  -,  and  fuch  is  the  cafe 
here  at  prefent.  The  intermediate  years  betwixt  every 
9th  or  xoth  year,  are,  upon  the  whole,  not  to  be  comr 
plained  of. 

Crop  of  the.  whole  Partjb^  &c.  and  Number  of  Souls, — ^The 
crop  of  the  whole  parifli  confifts  of  oats,  the  fmall  black 
kind,  of  barley  and  potatoes.  When  good  years  occur,  the 
produce  of  all  thefe,  on  the  heights  of  the  parifti,  may  fufiice 
for  fix  or  feven  months  at  moft.  For  the  lower  parts,  and 
along  the  whole  coaft,  it  will  probably  ferve  for  ten 
months  \  and  m  cafe  of  a  good  herring-fifliing,  and  plenty 
of  them  fecured  for  family  confumption,  the  year  may  pals 
tolerably  well  in  this  quarter.     But  in  bad  years,  no  lels 

Vol,  XVI.  B  b  than 
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tbaa  1500  bolb  at  leaft,  (and  that  ufed  with  the  gre^teft 
cpconomj,  as  an  addition  to  what  ma^  remain  of  the  pro- 
duce here),  will  ferve  the  whole  pariih,  which  the  narrator 
tielieyes  to  contain  3000  Upols.  The  people  refiding  on 
the  height,  thonj(h  by  &r  the  fewer,  will  coninme  more 
▼idual,  in  proportion  to  their  number^  than  thofic  of  the 
low  coaft  will  ttfe ;  and  this  hj  reafon  of  the  more  or  le& 
fupply  of  filh  from  the  ie^  contigooos  to  them,  wbidi  the 
inhabitants  of  the  height  can  have  no  advantage  bj« 

Price  ofViBual  and  ProvijStms.'^Tht  price  of  vidnal 
has  of  late  jears  rifen  very  much.  About  twenty  yeais 
ago,  the  writer  of  tlus  account  has  knowi^  the  boll  of 
viAual  foM  for  8  s.  Sterling ;  a  live  wedder  at  58.;  the 
fione^of  butter,  e<qual  to  24  lb.  Engliih  weight,  fold  at  6  s. 
Cheefe  ^  ilone,  at  2  s.  6d.  (bmetimes  at  3  s. ;  a  good  fat 
Bighland  cow  at  L.  i,  15  s.  or  thereby ;  but  now  the  caliB  is 
very  much  reverfed.  The  yi&ual  now-a-days  draws  here, 
communibus  amtis,  L.  i  Sterling  at  leaft  per  boll,  if  import* 
ed,  expence,  (^r.  included.  If  carried  from  the  county  of 
Sutherland,  or  that  of  Rois,  in  this  cafe,  fervants,  horfes 
and  haxiieis,  with  tear  and  wear^  muft  be  prepared,  and  will 
be  either  five  or  fix  days  betwixt  going  and  returning.  At 
this  very  day  Qiepherds  draw  from  t  js.  to  15  s.  for  a  good 
wedder.  The  bpitte^  fetches  zos.  fir  ftone;  cheefe  per 
ilone  4  s.  and  fometimes  5  s.  The  price  of  black  cactk  is 
very  changeable  here,  as  already  hmted  at  in  the  preceding 
page,  and  the  reafon  for  it  is  the  inftability  of  drovmg. 
Further,  it  may  be  eafily  obferved  and  admitted,  that  the 
multiplicity  of  licenfed  (tills  in  the  low  corn-counties,  tend 
greatly  to  the  rather  too  great  increafing  price  of  viftnaL 

Wages^  &c.  and  Price  of  LaBour. — Wages  to  domeflic 
fervant^  not  high  here  ^  ^ne  with  the  otb^r  included  will 

not 


aot  exceed  L.  t  Stethngper  aanum.  The  great  concern  of  the 
&niier»  or  any  other  head  of  a  family  bete,  is  to  provide 
piovifioos,  cloathing,  bedding,  He.  for  his  herds,  milk- 
maids, He.  Tlie  dearneis  of  theie  feveral  articles,  together 
with  the  expence  and  trouble  of  carriage,  mentioned  above, 
is  die  reafon  why  the  lees  of  domefttc  fervants  cannot  be 
fi>  hi^  in  diis  as  m  com^pariihes.  Of  old  times,  and  at 
dius  vexj  day,  there  is  a  proverb  ufed  in  the  Highlands^ 
which,  when  tranflated,  ezprefies  literally.  That  it  ia 
for  decent  food  and  accoknmoiatioii,  and  not  for  wages, 
they  (domedic  fervants)  fierve.  Labour  by  the  day  is  ac- 
coonted  high,  being  8  d.  lo  d.  He.  \  and  therewith  they 
tfe  fed  thrice  a-<ky.  The  reafon  why  day  labourers  are 
fb  hi^  in  their  demand,  is,  that  all  t]^ole  not  ferving  in  &- 
milies  always  relbrt  to  the  numerous  fiflung-VelTels  on  the 
coaftt  where  men  well  ikilled-in  packing,  may  gain  at 
leaft  asi  per  day ;,  ftrong  old  women,  and  indnfiritfqs  VfleSt 
Xi.  6  d.  ^  day,  by  gdttJng  the  herrings 

Cemi  and  Pigevns. — ^tl&ere  is  a  very  large  one  in  Lofty* 
in-il-vine,  another  at  Knockan ;  alio  a  very  (padoos  one- at 
Cnl-kin-ach*na-kaman,  Go-an-dun«an  *,  otherwiie  called, 
Go-na-kal-man.  This  cave  is  no  gteat  diftance  from  the 
point  or  land-md  of  Row-ftore.  Befidea  theie  there  are  ma- 
ny more ;  to  fuch,  and  to  the  clefts  of  rocks,  the  pigtonfl 
lelbrtto  hatch  and  for  ihekar*  There  ari  no  other  doye«. 
eoiesheie. 

,  iVaodt. 

•  Oo-aa^nii-tii,  called  fo  by  rttibn  of  its  being  neir  the  remains  i>f% 
enie,  bailt  by  Scandinavieni,  when  opon  their  bcisf  defeat  aear  Dor* 
aech,  and  in  the  adjacent  puts  of  the  conaty  of  Rofi « '  To  that  place  they 
flefi)rted,  and  boilt  a  done.  Then  they  bnmcd  the  large  Sr-forefta  of 
Afiotiltc.  Oo-na-kal-man,  /.  /.the  Pifeon-cove.  The  Scm  Jim  avians  ha^ 
viof  bvilt  a  large  hiro-lin  or  ihtp^  they  weal  to  their  oara  eonptiy. 
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W^ooA.— There  are  fome  birchtrccs  thinly  fcattered 
here  and  there  bj  the  coafi  of  SliAi-a-chi-Ii(hy  all  along 
from  Unapool  to  Oldnej^  both  places  included.  There  is 
alfo  of  the  fame  kind  in  many  difierent  thin  plots,  £ir 
diftant  from  one  another,  from  Oldnej  to  Inver-kirk- 
ag;  but  this  lad  mentioned  trad  lies  at  the  diftance  df 
at  leail  ^wo  long  miles  from  the  coaft.  From  Poul-a<^- 
vir,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Inver  river,  thence  along  in  an 
eaft  diredion  bjr  Lower  and  Upper  Tubegges  winteringsy 
there  are  woods  of  the  fame  kind.  In  like  manner,  there 
is  from  Little  Aflint,  towards  Tumore,  the  north  fide  of 
Loch  Aflint.  The  whole  woods,  though  of  no  great  vainer 
are  of  confiderable  importance  to  the  parilh,  as,  in  time  of 
great  ftorms  and  falls  of  fnow,  every  fpecies  of  cattle  re- 
fort  to  them  for  ihelter»  nay,  they  browfe  on  the  copfe  ^ 
however,  there  arc  in  many  places  fome  flender  trees, 
which,  if  prcferved,  as  now  by  the  prefent  ^iftor,  i^ill  cer- 
tainly anfwer  the  end  which  die  late  good  £arl  liftd  in 
view  ^  which  was,  that  thefe  woods  (hovid  repair  and  build 
the  houfes  of  all  his  Lordfliip's  tenants,  dfo  the  office-hottfes 
of  wadfetters  and  feuers,  in  the  event  they  thought  proper 
to  build  here  for  themfelves  *• 

Gardens^  l^c. — There  are*  fmt^Il  gardens,  whkh  afiorf 
cabbages,  \tc.  but  there  are  no  orchsMs. 

Kf^9  tic. — ^There  is  no  kelp  made  here.  The  HMc 
fea-ware  that  is,  grows  within  the  harbours  formerly  men- 
tioned  ;  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  coaft  is  either  bold  or 
fhallow,  confequently  no  fea-weed  can  grow  therci  though 
occafionally  fome  loofe  fea-weed  may  come  in* 

The 

•  ATI  this  the  narrator  heard  Uom  Mr  GItchrIA,  ColvnerSntherland* 
apd  Mr  Rofe,  Ikdpii. 
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The  farmers  hottfes  along  the  tvhdie  coaff  being  l)l£tt 
either  oppofite  or  adjacent  to  the  harbours,  for  that  very 
reafon  the  late'  Npble  Earl  thought  it  of  greater  general 
good,  that  the  feveral  farms  ihould  have  the  fea-ware  to 
improve  the  uncultivated  heathy  farface,  and  thereby  add 
to  the  comfortable  fubfiftenee  of  his  tenancs,  rather  than  any 
trifling  pittance  whatever  that  m^ght  be  offered  to.  his 
Lordfbip's  fa&ors  *  \  and  the  fame  plan  the  prefent  Noble 
proprietors  have  adopted. 

Fijberies^  Xic, — Herting-fifhing  has  l^een  formerly  Sxt- 
cuffed.  But  it  is^  fad,  that  feveral  years  pall  a  veiy  de- 
cent, devout,  and  beneficent  man,  one  Mr  Richard  Keld, 
(he  was  one  of^  fifliiQg  company{at  Whitby),  came  to  this 
ooaft^  having  two  floops,  purpo&ly  to  make  trial  of  cod 
and  liog  fiibtog.  His  prittQipal  ftation  he  fixed  at  Cul- 
kin-dmmbaig;  yet,  though  rather  late  in  his  fetting  out 
from  Whitby,  he  fucceeded  well.  He  meant  to  have  taken 
a  feu  C(f  ^ome  acres  there,  with  intention  to  build  a  filhing 
fiation.  For  that  purpofe  his  intention  was  communicated 
by  the  narrator  to  Colonel  James  Sutherland,  of  Uppall, 
then  faflor ;  but  the  Jlbips  belonging  to  his  company  ha- 
ving been  taken  up  in  govemment-fervice  as  vi6hiallers 
at  the  commencement  of  our  differences  with  our  Ameri- 
can colonies,  Mr  Keld's  defign  did  not  take  place*  Mr 
£cld,  a&er  having  returned  to  En^and,  exchanged  one  or 
two'letten  with  the  aarratsor,  wherein  he  lays,  that  though 
hj  reafon  of  his  late  fetting  out  for  the  filhing  ground,  he 
was  Aort  of  bis  conpHeaient,  yet  that  the  quality  of  his 

cod 

♦  The  kte  Earl  made  the  tour  of  Affint ;  from  Ledbeg  his  Lordfliip 
went  to  Unapool ;  thence  by  boat  to  CUchtoli,  where  he  wd  fcif  Irtime- 
fons  attetidants  paft  «'- flight;  from  Chishte)!  -hj  boat  to  Looh  Iirracv 
I  to  Ledbeg  by  EdraTine  real ;  thence  to  Donrubm  Caftle. 
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ood  and  ling  made  up  for  aUy  cleared  ezpeiice»  andretani- 
•d  a  little  profit. 

Firriis.'^Thtxt  is  no  ienj  here;  the  oolj  one  that 
would  be  neocffarj,  is  one  at  tJoapool  of  AfCnt,  hj  Kilis- 
ca-ig  to  Edrachiliihi  or  mici  verja. 

Smmim.^^fropeAj  fpeakidgt  there  are  no  fuch  here; 
bat  if  tnggbg  an  oar  in  a  boifieroos  lea  can  be  called  the 
aooomplilhnient  of  leament  in  this  event  all  the  tenants  of 
the  prefient  NoUe  proprieton  along  coaft  are  feamen. 

Ab^ou/eSf  Inm^mndPoKct^  (/^.— Ko  ale-honfes  here,  nor 
inns,  except  honeft  tenant's  honfes,  at  certain  diftances  here 
and  there,  on  the  ieveral  tracks  or  roads  not  cleared  up, 
where  the  wearj  trayeller  maj  now  get  a  good,  dean, 
Highland  woollen  plaid,  and  a  comfortable  pallet  or  coach 
to  deep  on.  There  are  no  bridges  betwixt  Aflbt  and 
Dornoch,  ndT  one  betwixt  Aflint  and  Tain,  excepting  that 
called  the  bridge  of  Grog-ag,  near  Kincardine,  Rofifliire. 
If  there  were  bridges,  the  road  u  well  opened  to  Brae  of 
Strath-Okel;  but  thence  (o  AiBnt  is  a  verj  £itiguing 
length ;  n#  houfes ;  none  of  accommodation ;  that  whole 
traft  to  Affint,  is  a  perfed  wildernels;  the  whole  b  (beep- 
farms  without  fiages. 

Number  of  SUfs^-^Thert  are  no  fliips  here ;  but  manj 
that  come  to  our  coaft  and  fa£e  harbours,  do  well  for  them- 
lelves  and  owners.  Lieutenants  Mackenzie  of  Ledbeg, 
and  Scobie  of  Crom-auld,  hire  a  floop  firom  Leith  yearly, 
(and  that  but  of  late),  to  carry  away  their  ialnioa,  and 
Jbme  herrings  which  they  attempt  to  cure,  in  order  to 
make  up  the  lading  of  the  veflel.  One  John  Mackenzie, 
^ffVfnfln  of  Inver,  and  i^^eorge  Rq6^  tackfinan  of  Badily* 
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maSavit  care,  each  of  them,  from  one  to  two  hnndred  bar- 
nib  of  herrings,  as  the  fiihing  feafon  is  &vourable,  ot  the 
leyetie. 

Ancient  State  of  Pofulation.'-^Thia  pariih  having  been  a 
fo^reft  i  having  nodergone  as  few  changes  as  anj  whatever 
of  its  extent;  it  is  eafj  to  fnppofe,  that  though  mankind 
v^tre  at  firft  but  few,  the j  would  gradually  increaie ;  be« 
fides,  civilization  being  introduced  by  die  fncceffive  pro- 
prietors. Alfo,  that  hj  far  the  greater  number  of  inha- 
bitants  were  fituated  on  the  coaft,  and  having  harbours, 
therefore  the  common  flcill,  knowledge,  and  indnftry  of 
the  natives,  together  with  their  befl  exertions  engaged  to 
reduce  a  rugged  foil  \  to  fuch  endeavours,  the  health,  the 
fiipport,  and  equal  increafe  of  the  inhabitants  are  owing. 
The  narrator  is  perfeftlj  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind,  that 
the  natives  are  a  third  more  numerous  than  when  he  firft 
came  in  1766  -,  which  increafe,  under  the  blelBng  of  God^^ 
the  narrator  afcribes  to  the  caufes  prefentlj  mentioned,  as 
alfo  to  the  benignity  of  the  fuoceffive  landlords  or  fuperiors* 
The  prefent  number  of  inhabitants,  including  young  and 
old  folks,  is  thought  to  be  3000. 

Dhifion  of  Inhabitants^  fjc. — ^There  are  no  religious 
divifions  here ;  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  Eftabliihed 
Church-,  excepting  a  few  not  natives,  particularly  the 
gentlewomen  mentioned  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  ac- 
count, vi0«  one  from  the  Eafi,  the  other  from  the  Weft 
Indies.  Whatever  occupation  a  man  may  follow  here,  he 
Ss  more  or  leis  engaged  in  labouring  the  ground,  tends  a 
fcw  cattle  of  one  kind  or  other,  which  is  the  principal 
means  of  living.  There  is  bnt  one  (mith,  and  he  can  only 
£ibricate  iron  as  an  edging  to  the  crooked  and  ftraight 
/jpades  formerly  noticed,  aa  alfo  the  few  cooltcfs  and  plough* 

iharo 
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,  fkvx9  nfei  here ;  but  he  has  no  ikill  to  flioe  a  horfe^  vhich| 
v)tf o  u\7  have  hpifioj^is  to^  go  to  the  low  coontricf,  either 
Sutherlaod  or  Rois  county,  is  vafilj  inconvenient. 

UMmbaiifed  Hn^es.^X}f  thfik  there  are  two  in  a  great 
ftate  of  decajr*  vgs.  the  oaftle  of  Ardvrack,  the  refidence  of 
Donald-Baae-More  Macleod*  laird  of  A0mt;  it  was  hoik 
in  the  1597  or  1591 ;  the  figures  are  rather  worn.  It  was 
a  iilLace  of  ftreogth  and  defence  in  its  day. 

The  other  hoofe  was  built  bj  the  Earl  of  Seaforth's  fon, 
in  a  modem  manner,  of  an  elegant  ^gure,  and  great  ac- 
Goounodatioo.  It  had  fourteen  bed-chambers,  with  the 
conveniencj  of  chimnies  or  fire-places.  Both  hou(es  are 
fituated  bj  the  north  fide  of  Loch  Ailiftt«.aiid  not  far  from 
the  parifh  kirk* 

Number  of  Catt/ef  lie, — It  was  formerly  mentioned,  that 
tLis  barony  and  parifli  was  divided  into  32  oxgates  of  land. 
Some  of  them  are  [more,  and  others  are  le&  rated  by  the 
old  valued  rent,  as  they  may  have  been  judged  of  greater 
or  leis  value,  according  to  the  extent,  ii^.  However,  it 
is  highly  probable  that  the  following  calculation  may  be 
pretty  fure.  Then,  taking  all  the  oxgates,  one  with  the 
other,  at  an  average  lao  to  each : 

x^,  Of  the  cow.kind,  including  calves,  -  3840 

a^  Of  horfesin  fame  manner,  including  thelr^foals 
and  fillies,  -  -  .  384 

3^9  Of  flieep,  including  lambs,  in  fame  manner,      3840 
^by  Of  goats,  one  ozg^te  witt^  another,  3a  ptr 
oxgate,  in  fiune  mapner,  -  .  .        1024 

Total  number  of  cattle,  licm  .  9388 

There  are  no  fwine  here. 


Coal 
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Coo/  mmi  FmeL-^Tht  height  of  this  parifli  eboiiti&  nfrith 
Xneftone.  There  is  no  fajing  but  coals  may  be  under  it, 
if  die  vaft  ^aantitj  of  moOr  and  mois  above  it  may  be 
coofnmed.  It  were  to  be  wiihed  that  a  trial  was  made,  aa 
the  drying  and  fecuring  of  fuel  is  *,  for  the  mod  part,  a 
'Very  troublefome  and  an  ezpenii  ve  affair.  What  are  called 
ptati  are  only  ufed  here. 

Tie  Ritti  of  the  PatiJh,f^The  old  valued  rent  of  this 
parilh  is  4O00  merks  Scots,  eaKlnfive  of  the  few  £dmoa« 
fiiking  rivers  already  mentioned.  The  real  prefimt  rent  as 
about  L.  1000  Sterling* 

hm  Mutfs.-^hon  inines  were  dog  here  of  old.  The 
€fe  was  alfo  fmelced  in  different  places  of  this  pariih  ;  but 
the  vaft  woods  being  conAimed  by  Scandinavian  invafiotis, 
it  was  of  courfe  given  np ;  but  if  coal  were  found,  that 
WQck  might  be  fiill  tried.  At  Tubeg  particularly,  theb 
mines  were  dug,  Uc. ;  charcoal  was  plentifully  got,  the 
boQods  being  one  thick  fonsft.  John  Sinclair,  fiill  living, 
iBond  a  piece  ot  iron )  it  was  of  Ihape  roundiih ;  it  was  not 
caftiato  bars  then  4  it  weighed  from  17  to  30  pounds 
weight.  This  John  Sinclair  and  his  ipafter  caufed  tfaa 
linith  to  work  it  as  (caibs)  edgings  for  labouring  imple* 


Aforjilr.— -There  is  plenty  of  marble  at'Ledbegf  Ry-an-i 
tnuid,  and  Ardvare,  dofe  by  the  Kilis,  Ifc. 

State  of  the  Churchy   Mc.   SciooIs.^The  charch  and 

i&anle  had  a  very  flight  repair  feven  or  eight  years  ago ) 

V0L.XVL  .         Cc  fo 

s  f .  #.  Prtts,  or  moft  cut  in  a  qusdrangiilsr  msoocr,  and  4xM  10  lis 
•pen  utf  and  then  Iccurcd. 
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ii  flight,  indeedi  that  owing  to  the  rerj  high  winds  which 
occaikmally  prevail  here,  many  of  the  flates  of  both  are  dri- 
ven  or  fatllcn  off,  and  the  rain  gets  in,  particularly  into  the 
maafe,  and  the  glafs  windows  of  both  kirk  and  manie  are 
greatlj  injured.  At  fame  time  that  kirk  and  nianfe  were 
t  repaired,  there  was  a  very  decent  parochial  fchool-boufe 
built ;  the  windows  now  require  a  repair  of  ghils,  and  the 
roof  that  of  a  little  thatch.  Winds  occafionally  blow  ex- 
tremely high  here.  There  are  two  preaching  places,  one 
at  Achnahiglafli,  oiherwife  called  Kirktown;  the  other 
pleaching  place  at  Torbreck,  one  Eagliih  mile  difiant  &om 
Loch-Inver.  The  diilance  betwixt  Achaahiglaih  and 
Torbreck  is  eight  long  computed  miles. 

The  minifter's  flipend  wiis,  a  few  years  ago,  aagmented. 

•  it  amotmts  to  L#  87  :  4  :  4y  Sterling,  and  L.  3  Sterling  to 
furnifli  commuttion-ekments ; .  in  all,  L.  90  : 4 :  4<f .  There 
is  no  vi^al4i«pend  i  and  to  iay  tmth,  no  fuch  could 
at  the  prefent  period  and  flate  of  ogriculture  be  cxpeSed. 
But  the  providing  of  vidual  muft  be  of  great  expence  to 
every  miniiter  here.  The  gkbe  is  half  an  oxgate  of  land ; 
the  gra&  part  of  it  is  diftinft  by  itfelf }  partly  rocky  and 

*  mountainous ;  the  lower  part,  or  fields,  is  what  is  here 
called  nm-rig  *.    The  glebe  goes  by  the  name,  The  half 

'oxgate  of  Ca-more.  The  prefent  iacmnbent  caufed  baild 
a  Very  litttle  Highland  mill,  of  the  fimpleft  conftruftioo, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Fraligal  river,  and  on  a  particular  part 
of  the  glebe  there.  The  vifhial  of  whatever  kind  is  car- 
ried at  a  vail  expence,  and  grounded  here,  and  faves  the 
expence  of  a  fervant. 

Within 

«  Tliat  is,  half  of  every  nittc  field.  The  gjebe  baif$  are  for  xnoft  part 
next  the  grals  of  the  glebe.  It  wonld  be  defirable  that  ihefc  low  grounds 
cr  fields  were  dKided  into  two  eqnal  halves,  aM  not  run-rig.  as  it 
would  have  i,  tendency  towards  improvement.  The  prefent  minifter  h»s 
launched  too  much  oa  teducir.g  and  imprcvirg  th?  furfacfr  of  his  farm  aoA 
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Within  le Is  than  one  year  preceding  this  0794)  ^^^^i 
there  are  two  fchoolmafters ;  the  parochial ;  the  other  ver/ 
hnmanelj  granted .  bj  the  Honourable  Society  for  propa- 
gating Chriftian  Knowledge.  The  former  has  L.  8  :  6  :  ft 
Sterling  yearly  falary ;  the  latter  L.  is,  which  wiis  obtained 
by  the  application  of  a  few  gentlemen  jgraziers  here,  an4 
the  narrator  gave  his  concurrence. 

Marriages^  (^f.— The  neareft  account  that  can  be  given, 
after  ftnSi  enquiry,  is  the  following,  vi%.  lo  marriages  an4 
10  baptifms,  communibus  annis. 

Burial  Groundi.^^AB  for  burial  places^  at  a  coofiderable 
diftance  one  from  the  other,  there  are  no  |efs  than  fix,  i/?. 
At  Ach-na-hi-gla{b,  or  Kirktown;  zd.  At  Ged-a^vo-lich, 
by  the  weft  of  Loch-Nedd ;  ^d^  At  Ardvare,  where,  af 
fivmerly  £siid,  there  is  plenty  of  marble  under  the  heather, 
which  indeed  the  narrator  came  accidient^Uy  to  know  of,  aa 
behappened  to  be  travelling  alone,  and  miffed  the  road-track ; 
4^&,  At  Oldney  Ifland ;  5/ifr,  At  the  &rm  of  Store  -,  64/j, 
At  InTcr  farn^  near  the  entry  of  Inver  river  to  the  har« 
boor  of  fpacious  Loch  Inver.  All  theiie  burial^  pbccs  are» 
for  the  moll  part,  inclofed  with  a  dry  ftone  fence.  The 
inhabitants  have  a  regard  for  the  memory  of  their  de« 
parted  friends  and  relations,  perfefily  detached  from  what 
we  call  idolatry,  as  it  only  confifts  in  doing  all  the  good 
poffibk  to  the  furvivers  of  th^  departed.  ' 

State  ofthi  Paor^  and  their  Funds.^^'Propttly  fpcaking, 
though  many  here  are  poor,  they  cannot  be  reprefented  a» 
a  burden  to  the  parifl].  The  natives  are  all  connefted  by 
alliance.  When  ^oy  one  becomes  old  and  feeble,  their 
Beared  relations  build  a  little  comfortable  houfe  for  them, 

clof<; 
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4lofo  to  thei*  Tn  refidence ;  and  trea  thftre  thr  diftaff  and 
ipindle  is  well  managed.  The&  old  matroct  norfe  die 
children  of  their  relacioos  \  the  foags  aad  airs  of  flngal^ 
akid  ancient  heroes,  are  fuiig  in  the  Graelie  toogae^  to  which 
the  little  children  dance. 

Old  men  are  prodeatlj  engaged  in  fome  domeftic  fffirir, 
fuch  as  repairing  the  hoofes  of  the  neij^beurtag  tosants, 
ire.  In  {hort,  they  ihare  with  their  relatives  all  the  viands 
of  the  family. 

At  this  period,  the  pooreft  ftran^r,  even  thon^  nmc^ 
qoainted,  finds  charity  and  fafe  iheker.  But  there  h  a 
very  great  diflance  (and  now  no  places  as  of  old)  in  the 
wildemels  betwiat  this  parifb  and  the  inn  at  Bupa  of 
Strathokell.  Such  being  the  condition  of  the  poor  in 
Aflint  parifliy  th^re  are  no  public  funds.  ^  The  little  trifle 
of  money  that  is  collefted  every  Sabbath  day  after  divine 
worfliip  is  ferved,  is  yearly  diftributcd  amoogft  tha  moft 
^endleft  and  deferving  poor. 

Eminuft  M/ff/^There  aft  none  fuch  here  in  point  of 
grandeor  and  weahh,  except  the  proprietors.    There  weie 
indeed,  men  of  coa£derable  and  acknowledged  edocatioo, 
Kterature,  poliOied   manners,    and   hofpitality,    vis$,    Mr 
Mackenzie,  late  of  Ardloch,  and  Mr  Roderick  Madeod, 
late  of  Ledmore^    But  the  narrator  ikbvid  have  mentioned 
as  the  firft,  a  gentleman  whom  he  never  faw,  bot  heard  of 
his  charader,  and  tiiat  was  the  Ileverend  Mr  Alexander 
Gray,  the  laft  Epifcopal  parfon  here.     He,  by  all  sccounts,. 
fras  an  eminent  claiBcal  fcholar.     He  could  fluently  fpeak 
the  European  languages  of  his  day,  for  which  realbn  he 
was  preferred  as  travelling  governor  to  John  Earl  of  Su- 
therland, when  his  liordfliip  made  the  tour  of  Europe.    It 
|8  faid  the  Highlanders  in  friendly  cooverfation  called  hiflif 
jtu-Feal-aroyj  i,  e.  The  red-haired  Lord* 

■  A 


A  few-  high  military  chacaften.  might  be  mention^  ;• 
bat  (ttch  are  prefeotty  pafled  by,  as  the  nacQing  of  them- 
would  fwell  thb  tedious  aopotint  too  moeh. 

jlaeiqutiuf.'^lt  h  at  leaft  prefamaUci  if  not  highly  pro- 
bable, that  ScandinaTian  idolatry  cHd  prevail  here.  The 
reafon  for  entertaining  this  opinion  ii^  that  in  ifland  Old* 
ney  there  b  a  cenfiderable  caira  of  (lones,  which  might 
originally  have  been  a  little  temple  ;  i&  that  <;aira  19  yet' 
to  be  feen  a  hollowed  ftone,  having  a  lid^  or  qover  of  ftone  ; 
it  is  not  a  Popiih  font,  for  this  reafon,  that  one  Donald 
ftfceleod,  aSas  Machomalh,  once  refidenter  on  Oldney- 
raainland,  and  other  old  men  in  the  neighbourhood,  all  of 
them  honefi  undefigning  nien,  declared  to  the  narrator^ 
that  about  60  years  ago  there  was  a  round  ftone  withia 
the  hollowed  one,  of  the  Gze  and  (hape  of  a  large  egg,  for 
which  efpecialfy,  as  alfo  for  the  adjacent  burial  ground 
t)iere,  they  and  their  forefathers  had  the  greateft  venera- 
tion :  That  the  above  old  people  faw  that  round  (lone : 
That  on  account  of  its  variegated  minute  coloors  of  bright 
and  (hade,  it  was  always  ihown  to  ftrangers  :  That  it  was 
ilolen,  or  privately  taken  away  by  a  feafaring  man,  to 
whom,  in  the  ufual  manner,  it  was  fliown  as  a  curioiity. 
Whether  that  round  flone  was  or  was  not  the  ftone  of  Loda» 
mentioned  by  the  immortal  Offian,  the  narrator  leaves  to 
be  decided  by  refearchers  in  antiquities ;  however,  that  na 
le&  ancient  bard  than  fweet,  iings  of  *'  Sniven  and  the 
**  ftone  of  power/*'  The  occafion  was,  Stamo  King  of 
Lochlin,  havmg  been  defeated  by  Fingal, 

•     ■      '^  Calls  old  Snmn, 

Who  oft  bad  rimg  around  tfa«  ftone  of  power. 
And  oft,  when  Locktin*s  fons  were  known  to  yield, 
Be  tam*d  the  ftream  of  battle  on  the  field. 

There 
•  Vol.  It  Book  $.  at  the  befrimitiif  of  Offian^a  Pocn^  tianflited  by 
|Cr  Wodrow,  late  miiiiiUr  of  lAay. 
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*  There  is  the  cleareft  evidence  of  the  Druids  having  been 
here  in  times  of  old,  as  to  this  day  there  is  on  the  bounds 
of  GlachtoU  farm  (three  miles  diredlj  inland  from  that 
ihoce)  a  prodigious  pile  of  huge  ftones  clofe  by  a  great  rock, 
having  an  entry  through  no  lefs  than  we  moderns  would 
call  two  half-moons ;  next  appears  an  entry  by  a  porch. 
The  narrator  made  an  excuriion  from  Torbreck  to  the 
^vsery  place  \  he  wiflied  to  have  entered ;  but  Cmall  flones 
and  earth  had  fo  much  filled  up  the  entry^  that  he  could 
not  make  his  way.  However^  a  boy  who  attended  went  in. 
He  had  in  command  not  to  go  farther  than  the  firft  apart- 
ment he  ifaould  meet,  for  fear  of  diiffing  his  way  in  return. 
Having  returned,  he  reported,  that  there  were  feveral 
paflages  off  the  large  room,  into  which  he  entered,  and 
that  he  thought  thefe  by  appearance  led  to  different  cham* 
bers.  This  ancient  ruin,  in  the  Gaelic  language,  b  at  this 
very  period  called,  Ty-tal-vine-na*drui-nich,  i.  e.  The 
earthly  habiution  of  the  Druids  *• 

Further,  at  I^dbeg,  a  Druidical  pruning  hook  was 
fimnd  feveral  years  ago,  in  time  of  peat-cutting.  No  per- 
ibn  here  could  tell  what  it  was,  or  intended  for,  until  the 
prefeo't  Earl  of  Briftol,  then  Bifliop  of  Derry,  happened,  in 
courfe  of  his  northern  ezcurfion,  to  pafs  a  few  days  and 
nights  in  this  parijh.  It  having  been  (hown  to  his  Lord- 
ihipi  he  inftantly  declared  it,  a  Druidical  pruning  hook. 
His  Lordfiup  further  added,  that  feveral  fuch  were  found 
in  England,  and  to  be  feen  in  the  mufeums  of  the  literati 
there.  If  the  narrator  remembers,  Dr  T.  SmoUet,  author 
of  the  hiflory  of  South  Britain ,  (vol.  i.  at  the  very  begin- 
ning) makes  mention  of  the:  Druids  and  their  pruning 
hooks,  with  which  they  did  yearly  cut  the  oak  mifletoe, 

thereby 
# 

*  The'nativnfaere  traditionally  tell,  that  the  Druids  had  the  knowledge 
Co  make  beer  of  the  crop  of  heather,  aQcl  to  care  erery  wound.  * 
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tlieteby  pretending  to  foretel  either  a  favourable  feafoii, 
or  the  reverie.  Mfs  Mackenzie  of  Ardloch  made  a  prefent 
of  this  Druidical  hook  to  his  Lordihip« 

Adjacent  to  the  prefent  parochial  kirk  b  to  be  feeo  the 
only  remaining  part  of  the  firft  of  that  kind  that  was  built 
here.  The  cafe  was,  one  ^neas,  or  Angos  Macleod,  laird 
of  Al&nty  having  gone  to  Rome  to  vifit  the  Pope;  and  the 
Pontiff  conferring  favours,  the  laird  in  .return  vowed,  that 
when  he  returned  to  AiUnt,  he  'would  build  and  endow  a 
kirk,  which  the  laird  performed,  to  the'amount  of  the  fifth 
*  part, of  his  then  yearly  rent.  .  The  only  veftige  of  this  an- 
cient building  is  a  vault,  a  burial  place  ;  it  is  high  arched. 
The  prefent  Mr  Madeod  of  Geanies,  Sheriff-depute  of  the 
county  of  Rois,  as  immediate  defcendent  of  thefe  lairds, 
gave  it  a  repair  a  £ew  years  ago,  but  not  to  the  better,  as 
one  William  Cowie,  from  Tain,  emplpyedi  pulled  dowix. 
an  upper  apartment  which  was  over  the  arch,  which  the 
natives  reported  to  be  a  place  for  private  devotion.  Heath 
now  grows  on  the  top  of  the  arch. 

MifcilianeQUS  Of^ervations.'^^Tht  Highland  girls  of  this 
pariih  for  the  mod  part  marry  at  the  age  of  betwixt  i6 
and  21  ye^ra-,  the  lads  at  that  of  betwixt  20  and  25.  There 
are  fome  inftances  of  women  bearing  children  to  the -age  of 
50  years  at  leafl.  It  is  no  uncommon  fight  to  fee  a  grand- 
mother give  her  breaft  to  her  own  grandchild  to  fuckle. 
Some  fond  mothers  .nurfe  their  children  for  two  years. 
Other  mothers  nurfe  their  inf^ts  for  three ;  and  truly  the 
narrator  has  (een  a  boy  at  his  mother's  breaft  at  the  age  of 
four  years,  and  then  break  hafle-nuts  under  his  teeth. 

As  for  dunes,  there  are  fome  to  be  feen  here  :  ijl,  Tliat 
very  large  one  at  Clachtoll,  clofe  by  the  fea,  towards  the 
farm  of  Store.  It  exceeds  by  far  any  of  tlie  kind  the  nar- 
rator ever  faw.  Three  circular  GUt-\to^k5  at  regular  di- 
fiances,  furround  it  on  the  hnd-fuie  *,  tlic  boillcrous  ocean 
2  defends 
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AefimdsUoDttiAtqoflrtcrtowanb.  Che  o(^g.    Thbdanlv 
if  tny,  is  iivmtbj  of  taking  a  dnHigbt  of. 

^dly^  There  is  Me  at  ChA^^j^  built  <mi  tbe  olefks  ^, 
two  rocks,  which  ftretch  Mt  info  the  turholRitfea  thafe.     * 

^diy^  There  are  rums  of  a  dune  in  <he  ttMdk  of  Lodb> 
-Ardvare ;  the  great  dttne,  one  at  A«hamore,  the  odter  at 
Achnaheglafli,  have  been  taken  awaT^tobnildoffioe-hoiifts 
.  and  fences.  Befides  the  above  dunes,  'there  are  alfo  to  be 
feen  here  Cairns^  f.  e.  great  heaps  of  ftones;  they  are  ctr- 
colar  at  the  bafe,  and  raifed  in  the  centre,  forming,  in  fome^ 
manner,  the  figure  of  a  cone.  The  traditional  account  6f 
them  is.  That  they  were  the  fepukbres  of  the  ancient  na- 
tives, to  prevent  the  then  nnmerous  wolves  from  devour- 
ing  the  bodies  of  their  departed  relations.  In  fupport  of 
this  accoudt,  there  is  even  to  this  day  a  Gradic  phrafe  Com- . 
men  here,  and  among  all  Highlanders,  vtss.  '*  Mo  vis  mifli 
^  beo;  dei  do  vas,  caramifli  doich,  er  do  cham-nan  ;'*  /.  r. 
'^  If  I  be  alive  after  yonr  death,  I  will  carefully  lay  a  flona 
••  on  your  cairn,**  f .  e.  grave- 

The  volcanic  influence  feems  to  have  had  efieft  here. 
This  'opinion  is  founded  on  the  following  particulars :  Oo 
the  bounds  of  Inchnadaff  farm,  near  its  march' with  that  of 
Stronchruby,  not  fifty  yards  from  the  highway,  is  to  be 
feen  a  very  large  piece  of  Hmeftone,  or  rather  lime,  that 
fufflred  fufion,  for  it  has  fome  large  common  granite  ftoqes 
firmly  fixed  in  it.  In  fame  parts  of  its  fuperficics  it  ia  ftill 
of  ports,  and  black.  In  ihort,  it  has  all  the  appearance  of 
having  fuflered  the  greateft  poflible  heat.  Is  this  the  effeft 
of  a  volcano,  or  is  it  not  ?  Again,  from  Loch  Ah,  near 
Layne,  a  rivtr  iflues,  which  holds  its  courfe  Ibnoetimes 
through  mofs,  gravel,  and  fpHntcrcd  rocks,  at  length  it  en- 
ters into  Loch  Aflint  at  Inchnadaff ;  all  the  track  from 
this  laft  mentioned  to  Layne,  being  five  Englifli  miles, 
abounds  with  limeftone  in  different  forms  \  but  on  the  op- 

pofitc 
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pofitt  fide  of  the  river  Ah,  there  is  not  the  fmallcft  piece 
of  limeftone  to  be  fouad.  It  only  abounds  with  heather,  . 
moors,  bogs,  and  high  rockj  hills :  This  fevering  of  the 
high  Uoieilooe  rodcs  from  the  oppofite  moontainous  bleak 
hilk,  joined  with  the  confideration  of  the  river's  channel 
above  mentioned^  can  hardly  be  accounted  for  but  by  a« 
Icribing  them  to  fome  uncommon  convulfion  of  nature* 

CharaBer  of  the  Peopli^  (^c— They  are  in  general  civil 
ibber,  and  hofpitable  to  a  high  degree;  but  they  begin 
now  to  obferve,  that  neither  they  themfelves,  nor  their, 
iervants,  meet  equal  returns  of  kindnefs  and  attention 
when  abroad,  as  they  anxioufly  afford  here  in  their 
own  homely  manner,  lliey  are  patient  of  hunger,  cold^ 
and  fatigue,  by  fea  and  land,  as  emergencies  may  require. 
In  g  neral,  theyftre  feriousand  devout,  and  do  not  approve, 
but  highly  diflike  the  contrary  chaniSer  wherever  feen ; 
yet,  when  imprudently  provoked  or  infulted,  they  will 
ihew  them&lves  not  devoid  of  refentment.  They  are 
now  becoming  every  day  more  induftrious  and  attentive  to 
domeflic  afiairs.  Their  manners  are  fimple  and  chafte; 
few  inftances,  comparatively  fpeaking,  have  occurred  here 
to  the  contrary,  for  thcfe  twenty-five  years  paft ;  and 
when  they  have  hap[>ened,  they  were  candidly  acknow- 
ledged. 

Their  flated  cufioms  are  few.  In  time  of  the  holidays, 
relations  and  neighbouring  families  mutually  vitit,  are  inno- 
cently chearful  and  facetious.  In  the  proper  feafon'of  ihe 
year  they  repair  to  the  low-country  markets  to  fell  cattle, 
and  other  produce  of  their  farms ;  in  return,  they  carry 
home  vidual,  and  other  articles  neceffary  for  their  families. 

The  ftature  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  general  of  the 
middle  fize.    Middle  fiz'e  here  is  called  five  feet  five  or  fix 

Vol.  XVI.  D  d  inches. 
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inches.    There  are  feme  fix  feet  hi^  and  but  a  few  above 
that  fiandard. 

AdvofUagis  and  Di/adwrntages^-^The  greateft  advanta-^ 
ges  of  this  parifli  are,  that  it  moftly'lies  on  a  coail  having 
ferae  harboocB,  iSc.  Its  great  diiadvantages  are»  that  the 
climate  is  both  ftormy  and  irainj,  efpeciallj  at  the  heights 
of  the  pariflip  ifc*  as  particularly  defcribed  in  a  precedmg 
part  of  this  account. 

By  fvhai  means  the  Situation  of  the  Inhdhitanii  and  Pari/L 
might  be  me/iorated^^'By  good  roads  and  decent  inns.  If  a 
road  were  opened  from  Lairg  bj  Braemore  of  that  parifli  i 
thence^byRolehaUvTu-tom-tar-vach,  hj  Finvin,  and  Garvau 
.chirn,  thence  to  Auld-an-na-kal-gach,  the  prefent  mjirch  of 
this  pari(h  with  3alnagown  property ;  any  perfon  would 
walk  eafily  enough  betwii^t  Dunrobin  and  this  parifli  of  a 
fbort  day*  Befidcs  roadscanried  on  in  Affint«  and  inns  built,  a 
few  bridges  would  be  neceflary.  One  flore^houfe,  if  not  two } 
at  Loch-Inver  one ;  at  Unapool  another  ^  the  former  would 
be  fufficient  to  ferve  the  low,  the  latter  to  ferve  the  higher 
parts  of  SH(h-a-chililhy  and  inhabitants  of  the  height*  The 
viAual  of  the  Honourable  proprietors  put  up  in  thefe  flore- 
houfes  woald  prevent  the  exorbitant  prices  of  importers, 
and  fecure  the  money  to  the  former.  People  of  enterprize. 
charaAer,  and  credit,  defirous  of  profecuting  fiflieries  and 
roanufa^luresy  fliould  be  encouraged  to  fettle  in  all  places 
where  there  are  harbours,  for  there  is  command  of  mbf& 
and  water-falls  along  the  coafl,  alfo  plenty,  or  rather  a  pro- 
fufion  of  ftone  and  limeflone  to  build ;  for  though  there  is 
no  liptieflone  in  the  low  part  of  the  parifli,  if  the  roads  were 
opened,  lime  might  be  h^d'from  the  height,  or  from  Glen- 
cul-edraphilli^  by  fes^  f  by  fuch  being  introduced,  there  caix 

be 


rf  Affint.  21  r 

be  no  fajing  to  what  great  number  the  inhabitants  migl^t 
iocreaTey  and  live  much  more  comfortaUj  than  they  pre- 
fcntljr  do.  Even  althongb  gentlemen  of  eoterprife  (hould 
not  come,  villages  might  be  built  in  or  near  the  harbours, 
which  in  courfe  of  time  would  not  fail  to  produce  the 
aforeiaid  valuable  purpofes  to  the  Honourable  proprietors 
and  the  people  at  large.  Bj  either  of  the  above  uking 
place,  the  pariih  would  find  a  market  at  home  for  all  its 
produce,  and  be  able  to  make  better  returns.  It  is  as  eafy 
and  lafe  to  fail  to  any  part  of  the  world  from  this  coafl, 
and  return  to  it,  as  any  other  part  whatever  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. In  ihort,  the  height  of  this  pariih  ihould  not  be  de- 
populated for  fear  of  further  encroachments.  It  is  a  pity 
a  charity  fchoolmafter  were  not  fettled  with  a  moderate 
lalary  at  Ned,  and  another  at  Ledmore.  Preparatory  to 
the  above  fuggefled,  and  other  improvements,  the  proprie- 
tors ought  to  fend  a  perfon  of  found  judgment  to. view  and 
determine  on  the  whole. 
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NUMBER    IX. 
UNITED   PARISHES 

OF 

ESSIE    AND    NEVAT,, 


(CoaKTY  AND  StNOD  OF  FoRFAR,  PrESBYTERT  OF 

Meiole.) 


By  the  Rev.  Lr  Platfair. 


Situation  and  Extent. 

'T'HE  pariflies  of  Eflic  and  Ncvay,  3 — 4  miles  from 
-''  weft  to  eaft,  and  2—3  from  north  to  fouth,  are  bound- 
ed on  the  eaft  and  fouth  by  the  parifh  of  Gkmmis,  on  the 
foath-weft  by  Newtyle.  on  the  weft  and  north  by  Meigle 
and  Airly ;  lying  in  the  prefbytery  of  Meigle,  commif- 
fisLriot  of  St  Andrew's,  fynod  and  county  of  Forfar ;  in 
extent  amounting  to  8  Iquare  miles,  that  is,  about  5120 
Englilb  or  4096  Scotch  acres ;  whereof  about  1500  are 
cultivaed,  530  in  pafture;  220  covered  with  wood,  and  the 
remainder  heathy  and  barren. 

Svrface 


of  EffU  and  Nevay.  ^13 

SurfacB  and  Soil. — ^The  northern  declivity  of  the  Sidla 
luIU  compofes  one  half  of  both  pariihes.  The  foil  of  tfab 
divifion  is  a  thin  black  mooldy  oh  a  bottom  of  moi'tar ;  but, 
its  expofare  notwithftanding,  it  is  more  fertile,  and  yields 
earlier  crops,  than  any  part  of  that  ridge  which  fronts  the 
Iboth.  Towards  the  fartimit  of  the  hills  the  f(Ml  degene- 
rates, and  b  fit  for  planting  or  pafture  only.  The  higheft 
part  of  the  fouthem  boundary  does  not  exceed  950  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  adjacent  plain. 

The  foil  of  the  lower  part  of  the  pariih  is  various.  la 
Nevay,  a  level  and  marfliy  trad,  containing  fome  mofs  on 
a  flratum  of  fand,  is  a  continuation  of  the  extenfive  mofs 
of  Meigle.  No  marl  has  been  found  in  the  former,  though 
there  be  abundance  in  the  latter.  That  trad  ftretches 
eaftward  to  the  church  of  Effie,  and  north  to  the  Dean. 
Some  plots  of  it  are  cultivated ;  the  refl  affords  indifle- 
rent  pafiure.  A  low  and  flat  territory,  north  of  Efiie, 
confifts  of  a  ftrong  and  rich  clay/  iU  cultivated,  and  liable 
to  be  partially  inundated  by  the  river,  which,  in  time  of 
heavy  rains,  overflows  its  low  banks.  To  the  eaftward  of 
the  church  the  foil  is  thinner,  but  firiendly  to  vegetation. 

CUmate^^^^A  greater  quantity  of  rain  falh  in  thb  fliftrift 
than  in  the  low  country  fouth  of  Sidla.  Laft  fpring  (1793) 
die  fields  in  thb  neighbourhood  were  refreibed  by  co- 
pious (howers,  while  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  and  territory 
to  the  eaftward,  remained  dry  and  parched.  The  reafon 
of  thb  diftsrence  feems  to  be,  that  all  clouds  and  vapours 
from  the  fouth- weft  are  divided  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Earn,  and  attracted  partly  by  the  Sidla  HiUs,  and  partly  by 
an  elevated  ridge  ftretching  along  the  north  coaft  of  Fife  ; 
&  that  little  rain  from  that  quarter  &Us  upon  the  interval 
between  thofe  mountains.  But,  favoured  as  Strathmore  i^ 
in  thb  refpeftf  the  weather  in  general  is  extremely  vari- 
able. 
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able.  The  fpriog  is  late  -,  the  antomo  freqoentlj  cold  and 
rainy;  and  during  winter  the  piercing  north-eaft  wind 
prevails.  The  mildeft  month  in  the  year  is  July.  Seed* 
time  begins  about  the  end  of  March,  and  is  conduded  in 
two  months ;  the  hay-harveft  is  in  July,  and  com^hanrcft. 
from  the  beginning  of  September  to  the  end  of  Oftober. 

Rioirs^  (^r.-— The  Dean«  which  flows  from  the  loch  of 
For&r,  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  £ffie»  and  nuis 
weftward  to  the  Ifla,  into  which  it  falb  near  Meigle.  As 
this  deep  and  flnggiih  river  pafles  through  a  very  level 
country,  there  are  few  £dls  fofficieilt  for  the  pnrpofe  of  ma- 
chinery. Between  its  fource  and  termination,  the  difference 
of  elevation  does  not  exceed  40  fiset  in  tiie  ipaoe  of  tea 
miles.  At  Cookfiown,  however,  a  mile  W.  N.  W.  of  the 
church  of  Ei&e;  there  is  a  com  and  a  lint  mill,  both  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river,  and  a  communication  to  the  footh- 
ward  is  opened  by  a  bridge  lately  conftmded.  This  river 
is  noted  for  the  large  fize  and  delicious  tafte  of  its  troots* 
It  contains  alfo  pike  and  perch,  but  no  falmon,  except  a  few 
btackjijb  or  hU  in  autumn. 

A  rivulet,  which  rifes  in  the  hill  of  Nevay,  and  is  aug- 
mented by  a  fmall  (beam  from  a  drain  in  the  mar(h  al- 
ready mentioned,  forms  the  weflem  limit  of  the  pariih  of 
Eflie,  and  county  of  For&r.  In  its  progrels  northward  it 
turns  a  mill,  below  which  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Dean. 

Another  rivulet,  called  the  bum  of  EiEe,  deCsends  from 
a  hill  in  the  Sidla  ridge,  bathes  the  wall  of  the  chttrdi- 
yard,  and  falb  into  the  Dean.  On  this  rivulet  there  is  a 
Jint-mill  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  S.  £.  of  the  church,  on 
the  tumpike-n»Ml  to  Glammis,  There  is  no  lake  nor  ftag- 
nate  water  in  either  parifli. 

EJlata. 
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j^^cf.— Towards  the  condo^on  of  laft  centnrj,  the^ 
names  of  t&e  proprietors  of  both  pariihes  were,  the  Earl  of 
Scrathmorey  the  heirs  of  Lord  Goaper,  Nevaj  of  that  Ilk, 
Bhir  of  Balthayock,  and  lAiny  of  Dunkenaie.    Three  of 
thefe  families  have  di(appeared»  two  remain.    The  parifh  - 
of  Nevay  now  belongs  to  the  Right  Honoorable  James 
Stuart  Mackenzie,  Lord  Privy  Seal  of  Scotland ;  and  thdt ' 
of  £ffie  is  divided  among  five  proprietors,  none  of  whom 
has  a  ficatin  the  parifli.    The  lands  are  under  the  manage^* 
mencoffrngaly  indnfirioos  and  £hbfiantial  farmers.    The 
proprietor  of  Nevay  lately  granted  new  leafes  to  his  te- 
Hants  on  this  and  his  other  eftates  in  Strathmore.    His  mo- 
deration and  generofity  on  that  occalion  will  not  be  foon 
Cargotten.    Every  occnpier  of  a  £srm  was  fecurcd  in  the 
pofieflbn  of  it,  upon  condition  of  paying  a  very  fmall  rife 
of  rent*    Had  the  ufnal  methods  of  fere  wing  and  racking 
teoaots  been  adopted,  the  landlord  might  have  greatly  in- 
creafed  bis  revenue  \  bnt  he  preferred  the  pleafare  of  ma*  • 
king  (everal  hundreds  of  people  comfortable  and  happy. 

JIsTOT/..— The  extent  of  farms  is  from  50  to  500  acres. 
The  number  of  the  mod  confiderable  is  thirteen.  They 
are  in  general  laiger  than  thole  in  the  fame  diflrtft  40 
years  ago.  The  enlargement  of  farms  is  attended  with 
fome  di£idvantages.  When  cottages  are  demoliifaed,  their 
inhabitants  are  oonfirained  to  retire  to  towns  in  queft  of 
lodging  and  fubfiftence*  When  thefe  nurferies  of  popu- 
lation fail,  a  fofficient  number  of  working  people  cannot  be 
eafily  procured,  and  the  fcarcity  of  a  commodity  propor* 
tionally  enhances  its  value.  The  w4nt  of  labourers  is  moft 
fenfibly  felt  in  time  of  harveft.  Some  farmers  find  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  employ  bands  of  Ihearers  from  the  north  country* 
who  cut  down  the  com  at  the  rate  of  6  s.  or  7  s.  per  acre, 
and  as  foon  as  this  work  is  finiihcd,  retire  to  the  mountains. 
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In  a  ranj  feafon  the  biifbaadman  csuittot  always  ooUeA 
day-hboorers  fufficieat  to  manage  and 'bring  home  the 
crop^  fo  that  part  of  it  is  fometimes  loft.  This  inconve- 
inience  is  never  known  where  oottagers  are  one  of  the  pro- 
dttfiioos  of  the  foil. 

The  beft  arable  land  is  kt  below  %o  s.  the  acre.  No 
reht  is  paid  per  advance^  No  fervicca  are  required,  except 
the  carriage  of  fome  coals  from  Dundee.  A  few  of  the 
tenants  have  power  to  fubfet ;  but  this  privilege  is  not  ge- 
nerally granted.  The  valued  rent  of  both  pariflies  is  abont 
L.  I200  Scots ;  the  real  jrent  is  L.  1370  Sterling. 

rAn  acre  of 'good  land  well  cultivated  produces,  in  foo- 
ccffioD,  10  bolls  oats,  p^a£e  5  or  6»  wheat  8,  turnip  vahsed 
atL.  5  Sterling,  barley  10  boUa,  ibwn  grais  180—140 
ftoncs  of  hay,  befides  another  crop  for  green  feeding  the 
fame  ieafon.  The  prices  of  grain  and  hay  are  regulated 
by  the  market  at  Dundee.  The  expeace  of  labour,  provi- 
fiona  and  implements  of  hnftandry  is  .the  iame  as  in  the 
Beighbottring  pari(h  of  Meigle,  (fee  Vol.  I.  p*  5X5O 

/0r/<2/Srr«i,— Inclofing  and  fobdividing,  partly  by  ftone- 
walls,  and  partly  by  a  ditch  and  bank  fet  with  quick,  were 
introduced  about  30' years  ago  by  the  proprietor  of  Nevay. 
A  great  proportion  of  tlie  whole  difirid  is  now  inclofcd 
with  fences  of  the  latter  kind,  which  (hclter  the  fields  from 
inclement  blafts  more  effe&ually  than  ftone  wall$,  but  in  a 
calm  and  moift  feafon  prevent  a  free  circulation  of  air,  and 
thereby  prove  hurtful  to  the  crop.  The  ditches,  however,' 
being  fhfficieat  drains,  render  the  fields  in  all  feafons  fit  for 
cultivation.  The  prafiice  of  pruning  hedges,  fo  as  to  make 
the  top  fat  and  the  fides  perpendicular,  prevails.  •  A  bet- 
ter plan  has  been  adopted  in  fome  neighbouring  difirids, 
vhs.  to  flope  both  fides  gradually  till  they  meet  in  a  ftiarp 
ridge  at  top.    By  this  mode  of  dreffing  a  hedge,  every  part 
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bNe^7f  K>WBofti«es«e  jjhao^dmtfachtclgesy.wfaicl^ 
takeHiii  tht  ooonuyy  init  eircniMlly  twft  be  {Kqudft* 
cU  to  the  thorns,  aad  ile  ad|oiiung  past  ol  the  fields* 

iU«wr4i.^«^Seide  the  deog  of  d»e  ftnii*7epdf,  aadcoapi* 
pofti  oppfifling  of  tfnte4l»  ^Jtdhfowings,  rnio?  of  roiul- 
mSkt^* coofidmhk qoMitiliif^  ^  sawUre  uM.  TU$ 
czcelleDt  manure,  whofe  qualities  and  operation  .veMp 
wdl  uaderftood,  is  fetched  firom  tbemctiresof  Baikie  and 
Mptgfe  The  original  prite  is  &Ai  fvi  hoU,  eootftiaang  8 
ftlid  fetlL  Sistybdls  are  aUovMd  toan  aere ;  but,  bj^menj 
^psnintflisrfbraierly  made  in  the  perifli  o£  Bendochj,  it 
sppeaiS'ihet  e  lafger  proportion  will  not  injure  the  foil,  if 
k  be  not  oviercropped.  Marl  incorporated  with  compoft  an« 
fecis  better  than  when  miaEtd  with  fiuBL-yard  dang«  It  is 
ufoallj  fpread  on  the  furftce  of  Allow,  or  on  grafi,  finne 
time  befisre  n  field  is  broken  up» 

Ih0  Stoek^-A^i^  attention  is  paid  to  the  diffisrent 
breeds  of  animats.  141  horfin  are  i^d  Iw  the  pnrpdSes  of 
hnlbandry;  but  mdl  of  ffaefe  arepurofaafed  finnn  diftsna 
coonties.  No  black  caltle  are  employedi  though  e  few  ate 
retied^    Sheep  are  entirriy  banilhcd. 


(^^.^-iiNear  CaUetown  theie  is  one  mineral 
%ciag^  and  anodier  on  Sidla,  a  mile  fiindiward  of  Effiei 
Wt their foalities and TUPtaesaie  unknown.  ▲fmaUveia 
ef  filler  ore^  coo  inconfiderable  to  he  wrought,  was  dileo* 
^fnA  federal  jeaxa  ago  in  the  faHtfa»€aft  oomer  of  die  pe* 
vStL  An  excellent  freeftone  quarrj,  in  the  pariih  <tf  Ne* 
vajv  at  die  foot  of  Sidla,  ban  been  htely  neglcAed.  The 
floae  is  of  a  li^t  grejr  G<dour,  and  admits  of  a  loepoliib* 

Vefc.XVL  £e   .  FuA 


si8  Jka^Ucal  AccouM 

.  -  FM/^-^Pcttts*«re  found  in  die  mdb  of  Gookftow^  Th& 
ijpprifed  vohtt  of  everj  cait-lottd^  together  with  the  ea> 
pence  of  diggings  winaai^y  and  earrying  k  two  or  three 
miles^  may  amount  to  a  s.  6d«  Three  cart-loads  for  do* 
meftic  ufe  are  fcarcelj  equal  to  one  boU  cools  of  56  ftoniw 
avoirdupcns  weight,  the  price  of  which/  including  carriage 
11  milesy  is  9  s.  The  fearoity  and  dearnefi  of  fuel  have 
induced  many  of  the  inferior  dtafe  to  leave  this  part  of  die 
dountry. 

•  flautations,>'^Thett  are  few  trees  in  this  diflrift,  hedge* 
rows  excepted.  On  the  efiate  of  Dunkennie»  a  mile  eaft- 
ward  of  the  church  of  £ffie,  a  fmall  thriRrtBg  pfantation  of 
Scotch  fir  diverfifies  the  fcene ;  and  part  of  Sidla  Hiils  was 
planted  by  the  koe  Earl  of  Strathmore.  A  plantatioa  of 
foreft-trees  on  a  barren  traft.  to  die  weilward,  woijild  bo 
equally  ornamental  and  niefiiL 

^<»&/ij.— There  b  no  town  nor  village  in  £i&e  or  Ne« 
▼ay ;  f^r  the  cotCages  niiear  the  cbutvh  of  die  latter  d» 
not  metit  either  of  thefe  a|i^Uation8.  The  £arm-houfea 
and  offices*  with  a  few  exccpiioBS^  are  neadgr  built  of  fulK 
ftantial  mafon-work.  ThedwcUing-boufe  coufifts  of  two 
Aories  covered  with  flate*  The  huts  of  fubtenants  and  me* 
chanics  have  flill  a  mean  appearance,  though  more  com- 
foptable  than  ac  a  preceding  period.  The  farmer's  mode 
*  of  living  is  as.  much  improved  as  his  habitation.  His  at- 
ere  is  decent,  his  houiehold^fumitnre  not  inelegant,  and  his 
table  plentifully  ftored.  In  affluence  he  mab  the  mid« 
dling  order  of  proprietorsi  and  in  bofpitality  excels  thena* 

JintiqUtties.-'^AXiaat  a  mile  weft  of  the  church  of  Effieip 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  turnpike-road  through  the  Strath, 
there  is  an  ancient  fortification,  furrounded  on  the  weft, 
initb,  and  eaft  fides,  by  a  very  deep  and  broad  ditch,  and 
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I  tfieinrdi  bjr  a  riTuleC,  -vifaciioe  ^  ditch,  ^iras  (filled  witit^ 
Withiaa  Taft  eardien  mound  or. rampart,  ss.vi^ 
aim  IM  yards  ia  lengthy  andrticin  bneadth.  .  S^e  an4« 
faaries  have  afibribed  this  ^v^ork  to  the  Romaas^  but  tbe^a 
coute  lim  %  miles  northward, <  od  .the  qppofite  iiA<;/of  tb# 
river  Deao«  Soma  coins  of  £dward  L  havii|g.|9cea'foun4 
in  the  area,  it  is  probable  this  fort,  or  caftle,  as  it  is  vul* 
garly  called,  was  cooftmded  by  the  army  of  that  iavader« 
Veftiges  of  a  large  racampment  may  be  traced  at  no  gMi|t 
diflance  oa  the  &rm  af  Ingkftown,  a  nanie:which:feeais  to 
&voor  my  ^anjedare.  At  the  church  of  Effi^  jHere  is  a 
fiooe  6  or  8  feet  long  and  a  broad,  with  Xbvccal  hifcroui j^ 
phical  charafters  engraven  4ipon  it,  repreienttng  a^Unnting 
fliatch.  The  porpole  for  which  this  monnmsnt  waaeneded 
is  unknown.  At  prefent  it  lies  in  a  rivulet^  and  muft  iogti 
ke  defiiced.  ^    *       '   *        T 

Toptdaiiiuu^-Th^  population  of  this  diftriG^  ^as  romained 
nearly  the  fame  for  a  century  paft.  A.I).  1727,* it  con* 
taioed  640  inhahitaats,  Auecordhig  to  the  report  made  to 
Dr  Wefafter,  the  anmber  of  esaminahle  peribns  was  jco.; 
and  there  are  now  (A*^  ^793)  ^5^  ioa!^.  iioufeholders 
132,  fcrvants  of  both  fexea  ioa»  weavers  19,  tailors  4^ 
itioemakers  5,  wrights  5,  malbns  41  blackfmith^  3.  Ave- 
nge of  marriages  10,  of  births  ao»  of  deaths  ia« 

Matfufadures^^Ho  manofadure  has  been  ever  eilablUh* 
td  in  thefe  parifhes,  owing  to  their  local  fituation»  and  di- 
Amce  from  any  coafiderable  market-town.  ' 

itsffrfr^— A  turnpike-road  from  Perth  to  Aberdeen  tra- 
veifes  the  parifh  of  ,Ei&e;  and  near  the  manfe  a  toll- bar 
was  ereOed  feveral  years  ago ;  but  tho  road  weft  ward  to 
the  limit  oC  this  partih  ii  fiill  unfinifhed^  and  theoce  to 
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kis«liii6ftiii9iAUttek|(^«i«,  .nHMHao 
4k«arDMlAmicitb«r.{HBrtfli  to  Dmtf^hm.  we  Am 
Itfaiiiarisi  «ad  anmter  frim  Mdwtjkv  Co  thac  fi»pan^ 
1»tt«  kfdf  CMiiyktod^  and  die  diftame  huwui  oos er 
athcr  of  thefe  plic«ft  ukl  the  nidft  leiaoee  poiac  a  the  dr* 
finft  ddeft  not  MidM  ftmr  fiiil«B. 

GlwttAf  ^^-^Tiiem  is  i  fittdl  cfaareh  in  eacb  {Mifls 
Inhere  diwi6  fimee  iapesfenned  okeaately*  The'Ckerch 
«f£iBeisiitiutedoneneiiiillciioe»  e  onks  itcft  of  Glttn^ 
«ais,  nd  5  fubm  Meigki  chefc  of  Newj  fi^edt  ob  a  lifiat 
ground^  fbrMRiy  fiurooAded  bj  a  oMrfli  tf  ibafs  &  W, 
IttEMt,  Both  tie  vrm  fmbiin*  The  date  of  the  wice 
«ftlifef(^piriflMwift  prior  to.tbe  aiddIi».of  M  ocMify. 
4nett«aifcy  iMT  riiB  dinrch  of  Efie^  fiu  a  oeoMiietadiat 
profpeft  (o  the  weft  and  nortb-weit  It  is  wcU'ImhI^  and 
the  offices  are  in  good  condition* 

.  Bj«nol4  4eor<^i^ldiiditXtth9ttpend^vaseftotfta{fled 
to  be  L:433'i  iS- 1  %  S4M|  iQWcrf,  and  4  iteMeis  vianali 
tuid  die  gMfae  ctoifled  of  4  aores  of  hod  adjdnitfg  to  de 
manfe,  if  Mire  ot  the  dMNb  of  Nttsj^  and  m  acre  of 
(Tab.  An  augmentaticm  keying  been  gnnacd  not  manj 
years  ago,  the  Kvkig  is  now  worth  L.90  a^year.  The 
names  6S  the  miniAevs  face  the  reformation  are,  Mr  Davifl 
Brown,  AAr  Grichton,  Mr  Silvefter  Lamjr,  Mr  Adam  Da- 
vidfon,  Mr  Alexander  Finlayfon,  Mr  Maj(well  of  Strath- 
|nartitie,'and  Mr  Ogiivy,  the  iqcumbent. 

S^ot,  Ifc^^Tht  poraihifld  fchool  and  fiAoolmafler^ 
boofe  aye  fitnated  near  the  centre  of  the  diftriA,  about  if 
mile^  S.  W.  of  Eflle  church,  in  a  barren  ^ot  arthe  foot  of 
Sidla.  Ti^e  falary,  i^th  other  emoluments  atinexed  to 
that  office,^  may  amount  to  L.  Z2  Sterling.  The  number 
of  (choUrs  for  fon^e  ^ars  |ya{l  has  been  intonfidetabk. 


G&ara0#r,^«-Tbe  inhabitsats  of  thift  territory  are  fober 
•od  indoftrious,  firangers  alike  te  intemperance  and  difli- 
patioii  of  ev^  kiiid.  fH^  yi^  (tf  Aram-drinking,  which 
if  we  may  rely  on  Statiftieal  information,  fo  much  prevails 
in  many  parifiies  of  Scotland,  is  here  unknown.  There  is 
not  a  uvem  ^  id'ehotfi^  in  ^id^^r  .parifli.  Tbefe  pe<^le, 
however,  are  open,  generous  and  hofpitablc  That  fervik 
ffixiif  which  diffbfed  itfelf  among  the  lower  dais  during 
the  rigocr  of  the  feo^  fyftem,  4iq  longer  exifts^  and  paf* 
fions  then  predominant  have  fublided.  -  They  are  neither 
proud  nor  paraiitical.  Mild  and  peaceable,  they  are  net* 
tber  ready  to  reCent  an  injury,  nor  to  harbour  revenge. 
Attaehed  ta  the  national  cfaurcb,  and  the  prefent  form  of 
government,  they  are  not  inclined  to  lchi£tn,  nor  prone  to 
feditioo,  nor  liable  to  change.  Not  a  £ew  of  them  enjoy 
the  benefits  and  comforts  of  fociety,  and  all  are  contented 
with  their  condition. 
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NUMBER   X. 
PARISH  OF  STRAT]^, 


(CotJyTY   OF  lKV£KNESSy  StwoD   OF  GlEKELG,  AK» 
PR£SBTT£Rr  OF  SKT.) 


S/  ilfr  Thomas  Fraser,  of  tie  Imemefs  Acadmy. 


Name^  SituatioHf  Soil^  l^c. 

^T^HE  name  of  the  parifli  is  Strathfwordkf  bat  for  the 
fake  of  brevity  it  is  called  Strath,  which  is  Gaelic, 
and  fignifies  a  valley  -»  but  /wordle  has  no  affinity  to  the 
Gaelic  :  probably  it  is  of  Danifli  origin.  There  are  two 
farms  in  this  ifland  called  Swordle,  one  of  them  in  the 
middle  of  this  parifli.  Strath  is  fituated  in  the  county  of 
Invemefsy  prelbytery  of  Sky,  amd  Synod  of  Glenelg.  The 
form  of  the  parifli  is  very  irregular.  Its  length  is  abont 
13  Scotch  miles,  and  its  greateft  breadth  3-^  miles*  It  is 
bounded  on  the  £.  by  the  fea,  which  divides  it  from  the 
mainland  of  Applecrofs  and  Lochailfti  \  on  the  S.  and  S.  £• 
by  the  parifli  of  Sleat  i  on  the  W.  by  the  parifli  of  Bracv 
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dak ;  atod  on  the  N.  and  N.  W.  by  the  parifh  of  Poftree. 
The  middle  of  the  parilb  is  flat,  but  the  greater  part  billy. 
The  hills  on  the  north  fide  of  the  pariih  are  of  a  coniod 
tanxk^  and  very  high.  Such  as  have  ttfcended  their  tops 
ore  of  opinion,  that  volcanic  eruptions  have  once  takea 
l^ace  here,  as  «the  rubbiih  which  is  to  be  met  with  along 
their  fides  and  at  their  bottom  is  not  unlike  lava.  The  hills 
tiiat  He  in  the  other  diftrifis  of  the  pariih  are  covered  with 
beach.  The  foil  is  various  \  in  feme  parts  day,  in  feme 
places  a  black  loam,  but  by  fiur  the  greater  part  mofiy. 
There  is  great  abundance  of  limeftone ;  fome  marble,  but 
of  an  inferior  kind,  atid  too  porous  to  admit  of  a  fine  po- 
liflL.  There  is  likewife  a  very  good  quarry  of  freeftone» 
chiefly  of  a  light  blue  colour.  In  the  fmall  ifland  of  Pabba 
there  i^  the  appearance  of  iron  ore.  Marl  in  abundance  is 
i  Ibund  here  in  dtilerent  places.  The  air  b  moift  and  foggy  : 
More  rain  fiails  in  this  parifli  than  in  any  other  part  of  Sky* 
The  mod  prevalent  difiempers  are  rheumatilms,  colds,  and 
nervous  fevers. 

Fiflf,  Kelp,  Harbours,  IJIands,  Wr.— The  fifli  caught  o(i 
die  coafl  are  cod,  ling,  mackrel,  fcate,  flounder,  lythe,  fye, 
cuddies,  and  herring,  but  very  few  of  thefe  are  exported. 
The  herrmg  for  a  few  years  back  have  not  frequented  the 
lochs  of  this  pariih  in  fiich  quantities  as  formerly,  nor  have 
diey  ftaid  fo  long  —About  100  tons  of  kelp  are  made  here 
annually,  which,  four  years  ago,  fold  for  L.  6  ^«r  ton ;  but 
lor  thefe  three  laft  years,  has  fallen  to  L.  4,  and  even  to 
1.3,  10  s.  The  two  finall  iflands  of  Pabba  and  Scalpa 
conftitute  a  part  of  this  pariih ;  they  lie  to  the  eaft  of  it, 
and  are  diftant  about  iwo  thirds  of  a  mile.  The  former  is 
only  a  wintcrinjr  place  for  cattle,  of  which  it  may  fupport 
«om  70  to  80  for  half  a  year.    The  latter  is  3  mUes  in 
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harboon  im  Iiocli  Stepww  I^och  Eiaac^  ood  the  Samid  tf 
ScalfMy  wbete  trtfleb  of  aay  buidoii  muy  bidj  Mehor. 
There  sre  feme  frdh  vsierkkei  which  aae  fleeed  mdn  mA 
sad  white  tioBt»  aad  ia  qdc  of  ttem  ^http  are  a  £nr  fak 
Wkoa,  f^ich  lire  caanht  in  a  copioos  riTolflt  that  luaB  fimoe 
oae  of  Uie  lakes  to  the  fau  OjftafB*  kbflettf  ciabiy  Saw 
yetft,  ^^t-fiOii  and  various  other  IoeIb  of  ihea^fidi,  are  to 
be  found  on  the  fliores*  The  biids  Aat  moft  oommotdf 
frequent  the  ihores  are  the  wild  goofe,  Iblan  goofe,  oor«- 
snorantt  fcak-dnJte,  dock,  teal,  fee  muigfitf  cane;  corkw, 
pbveTf  tmdj  lark,  with  gnlla  of  diffnent  kiodi.  la  tka 
hills  are  deer»  noorfowl,  and  hlaek-gaiae;  the  wild  ptgeoo, 
hooded  crow,  and  eiigle,  aeflle  inthe  socks. 

PopfJaiiott. — ^With  refpeft  to  the  andeat  ftate  of  the  po- 
polatioQ  of  the  pariih,  little  is  known.  There  is  ererj 
ceafoo  to  believe  that  it  has  ooo^derablj  sncrealed  within 
ihefe  ao  years.  The  increafe  maj  be  attributed  to  inocor 
lation  for  the  finall-pox  having  been  praOifed  bere  for  at 
keft  a5  years,  and  to  th^  letting  thfs  bnds  to  final!  tenants. 
About  15  years  ago,  the  whole  periih  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  gentlemen,  fome  of  whom  bad  fiwr  or  five  fiarma  ^ 
but  the  number  of  geotleoien-fiurinefB  is  now  reduced  to 
one  or  two ;  and  the  other  farms  are  let  to  iinall  tenants^ 
and  ten  Ssmilies,  coofiAiog  of  five  peribas  eadi  a|  an  av^ 
rage,  are  now  living,  where  formerly  there  were  not  abovt 
three.  Ten  years  ago  the  lift  of  examinable  perfims  cqi^ 
tained  upwards  of  laoo  • ;  none  included  under  9  yean  of 
age.  T^6  prefent  population,  accorcting  to  a  lift  i^ade  oat 
in  June  1794,  is  1579  fouls. 

3  Ther^ 

e  The  iacitf|ib«it  ftyt  be  caaoQt  bt  cettaip  •»*fia  As  caaA^ 

f^adt  thinks  the  above  nearlj  right. 
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There  are  here  no  eztraordioary  bftances  of  loogevitj, 
but  there  are  a  few  now  living  between  80  and  90  years 
of  age.  There  u  no  tradefoian  here  that  confines  himfielf 
foiely  to  hb  trade,  but  is  oecafionallj  a  fiirmer,  fiibennan^ 
weaver,  tailor,  ikoemaker,  or  carpenter,  4yc»  There  is  no 
fiefiary  of  any  kind  or  denomination  in  the  parifli.  The 
heritors  are  two,  vim.  Lord  Macdonald^  and  Mr  Mscalader 
of  Strathaird. 

Produce^  2{<»f  J.— -There  is  no  grain  raifed  in  the  parifh 
bat  oats,  which  are  fown  in  April,  and  reaped  from  the 
fiift  of  September  to  the  middle  of  O&ober.  Potatoes 
make  a  principal  article  .of  the  food  of  the  lower  dafles  of 
people.  They  are  planted  in  April  and  May,  and  ready 
for  digging  in  Anguft  and  September.  The  pariib  an« 
noally  imports  a  great  quantity  of  meaL  The  farmers  de- 
pend on  the  fale  of  black  cattle  for  the  means  of  paying 
their  rents,  and  fupplying  their  families  with  what  other 
articles  of  provifion  and  clothing  they  may  need.  There 
are  25  farms  in  the  pariih,  and  only  about  15  fmaU 
ploughs  of  the  Scotch  kind  are  employed,  drawn  by 
four  horfes  yoked  a-breafl.  Many  of  the  fmall  tenants 
turn  ap  the  ground  with  the  CQifchroim^  (crooked 
(pade.)  The  rent  of  the  pariih,  without  including  th^ 
kdp  (bores,  is  about  L.  1300.  There  are  in  the  pariih 
2213  bladi  cattle,  501  horfes,  2486  iheep,  and  upwards 
of  180  goats.  Black  cattle  fold  this  year  from  L.  2  to 
L.3,  8  s.  pir  head.  Sheep  at  6  s,  Butter  and  cheefe, 
very  little  of  which  is  fold  from  the  pari(h,  fells  at 
pvefeot,  the  former  las.  and  the  latter  j  s.  ptr  lione. 
For  geefe,  ducks,  hens,  and  eggs,  there  is  no  market, 
nor  limited  price.  The  yearly  wages  for  men-fervanta 
are  from  L.  3  to  L.  5,  befides  3  pair  of  ihocs.    To  an  over* 

Vol.  X\a.  F  f  i^er 
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feer  from  L.  4  to  L^y,  befides  the  fowing  of  [fome  £eed« 
Women-fervants  have  from  12  s.  to  20  s.  befides  ihoes. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor,— -The  ralue  of  the  living  may  be 
about  L.  80,  including  the  glebe,  and  a  fmall  allowance  for 
communion-elements.  The  Crown  is  patron.  There  is 
no  manfe.  There  are  three  different  places  of  worfhip, 
but  only  one  church,  which  was  formerly  a  Popiih  chapel. 
At  two  of  the  places  of  wor&iip  the  minifter  preaches  at 
the  fide  of  a  hill  when  the  weather  is  fair ;  when  other- 
wife,  he  enters  into  one  of  the  tenant's  huts,  with  as  many 
of  the  people  as  can  follow  him.  The  number  of  poor  on 
the  pariOi-roU  is  15.  There  is  no  fund  to  provide  for 
them,  but  what  arifes  from  the  weekly  colleftions,  and  the 
fines  of  delinquents,  which  together  generally  amount  to 
between  L.  4  and  L.  5  yearly.  There  is  a  parochial  fchool, 
where  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  Latin  are  taught. 
The  falary  and  fcholar's  fees  may  amount  to  L.  22  annu- 
ally. The  number  of  fcholars  attending  in  winter  will  be 
about  60 ;  in  fummer  fcarce  die  half.  An  additional 
fchorol  is  much  needed  in  the  pariih. 

jintiquities^  Natural  Curiojities^  Language j'^vl  the  pariih 
are  the  remains  of  four  Popiih  chapels,  vi%,  one  at  Aifk, 
one  at  Kilbride,  one  at  Kilmori,  and  one  in  the  fmall  iiland 
of  Pabba.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  pariih  are  the  ruins  of 
feven  tower^  of  a  circular  form,  eredted  on  rocks ;  every 
one  of  thefe  towers  are  built  in  fight  of  one  or  more  of  tl>e 
fame.  From  the  fouthmoil  of  thefe  towers  are  to  be  feen 
others  in  the  pariih  of  Sleat,  and  from  thefe  lail,  others  on 
the  oppofite  Ihorc  of  Arifaig.  On  the  eail  fide  of  the  pa- 
riih are  a  number  of  tumuli,  and  in  foch  of  them  as  have 
been  dug  up  were  found  urns  full  of  afhes.     There  is  a 

tradition 
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tradition  that  a  battle  was  fought  here  by  the  Danes.  la 
the  diftrift  of  the  parilh  called  Strathaird,  are  a  number  of 
caves.  A  man  entered  lately  into  one  of  them,  with  a 
lighted  candle,  in  order  to  examine  it,  but  could  not  pro- 
ceed, by  reafon  of  its  dampnefs,  and  the  drops  of  water 
that  fell  from  the  top  of  it.  In  one  of  thefe  caves  Charles 
Steuart,  the  Pretender,  lodged  for  fome  nights  in  1746.. 
In  the  higheft  part  of  the  ifland  of  Scalpa  there  is  a  petri- 
fied  rock  of  mofs,  in  which  are  a  variety  of  (hells  ;  and  in 
many  other  places  throughout  the  higher  parts  of  the  iflahd, 
great  ijuantities  of  fhells  are  to  be  met  with  feveral  feet 
under  ground.  In  the  fmall  ifland  of  Pabba,  formerly 
mentioned^  are  to  be  (pen,  in  the  rocks  and  (lones  in  the 
(hore,  feveral  petrified  fi(h,  of  different  (izes,  generally  in- 
deed below  ten  inches  \  but  there  are  eels  of  nearly  double 
the  length.  Some  appear  whole,  and  others  broken,  and 
when  (Iruck  forcibly  with  a  (lone  or  hammer,  they  often 
fplit  in  two,  and  the  marks  of  the  bones  are  vilible  in  the 
rock.  The  language  fpoken  here  is  the  Gaelic,  yet  few 
of  the  names  of  places  feem  to  be  derived  from  it, 

Mifcellaneous  Obfsrvations. — The  people  in  general  are 
of  the  middle  (ize.     In  a  tolerable  degree  they  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  life.     Their  dre(s,  diet,  and  lodging,  however^ 
(land  (till  in  need  of  amendment.     It  is  the  general  opi- 
nion, that  their  condition  would  be  ameliorated  if  they  had 
longer  leafes,  and  greater  encouragement  for  improvements. 
They  much  regret  that  their  proprietors  (lay  too  (hort  time 
among  them,  to  obtain  a  fuU  and  true  account  of  the  real 
ftate  of  the  people.     The  inhabitants,  for  want  of  a  fufii- 
cient  capital,  are  unable  to  profecute  the  fi(hing  to  any  ex- 
tent.   But  if  the  proprietors  would  take  the  fi(h  and  black 
cattle  in  payment  of  the  rentS|  or  even  procure  good  mar- 
kets 
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kets  for  both,  it  woold  nndoubtedly  Ipor  on  the  tenants  te 
anduftrj.  Would  not  the  bounties  and  fireniiams  (excfas* 
five  of  the  filh)  be  of  eflential  benefit  to  the  Highlands,  if 
the  inhabitants  could  obtain  them  ?  Would  not  th«  mooe j 
thub  acquired  be  in  part,  at  leafi,  laid  out  in  improving  the 
country  ?  Peat  b  the  only  fuel  ufed  here ;  a  great  part  of 
the  fummer  is  wailed  in  digging  and  leading  them  home 
The  roads  through  the  parifli  are  very  indifierent-  There 
is  but  one  inn  in  the  parilh,  yet  whilky,  brought  firom 
Ferrintoih,  is  fold  by  the  bottle .  in  many  places.  If  this 
pradice  is  tolerated,  there  is  danger  that  the  people  be- 
come poor,  quarrelfome,  and  immoral.  There  are  two 
tryfts  for  cattle  held  in  the  parifh  annually,  on  the 
laft  week  of  the  months  of  May  and  July.  There  is  one 
ferry  (on  the  pod-road  from  Invemefs  to  this  country}  nt 
Keil,  the  S.  £.  extremity  of  the  ps^rilh.  Salt  is  often  here 
a  fcarce  commodity.  It  has  happened,  oftener  than  once, 
that  an  ounce  of  (alt  was  not  to  be  had  here,  at  the  very 
time  when  the  greateft  (hoals  of  herring  entered  the  lochs  ; 
and  a  barrel  of  herring  has  fold  &eih  i^for  2  s.  which,  if 
falted,  would  have  fold  for  iis.  Some  wafte  lands  have 
lately  been  improved.  Mr  Macdonald,  tackfman  of  Seal- 
pa,  has  given  encouragement  to  a  few  &milies  to  fettle  on 
a  part  of  his  extenfive  farms,  and  this  colony,  from  the  af- 
fiftance  given  them  by  that  gentleman,  and  their  own  in- 
duftry,  are  now  in  a  thriving  condition.  The  mode  of 
dreiTing  the  corn  to  be  giround  by  what  is  called  Gro^oir, 
is  here  (lill  in  ufe.  By  this  operation  they  fave  the  trouble 
of  threQiing  and  kiln-drying  th?  grain.  Fire  is  fet  to  the 
ftraw,  and  the  flanie  and  heat  parches  the  grain  \  it  is  then 
made  into  meal  on  the  quern.  This  meal  looks  very  black, 
but  taftes  well  enough,  and  is  efleemed  very  wholefome. 
pie  whole  of  the  work  is  performed  by  the  women.    The 

pvij 
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only  ftpblogy  given  by  themfelves,  for  this  mode  of  pre- 
paring the  grBUiy  is,  that  the  quantitj  of  grain  which  the 
generality  have  is  very  fmall,  and  many  of  them  are  at  a 
great  diftanoe  from  a  mill.  The  cattle  do  not  want  the 
ftraw,  becanfe  they  lie  out  all  winter  in  good  paflore,  and 
as  inow  does  not  lie  long  on  the  groundi  they  can  always 
baye  enough  of  food. 


NUM. 


230  Statijiical  Account 


NUMBER    XI. 


PARISH  OF  BOWDEN, 


(County  of  Roxburgh,    Stkod  of  Mersb  ako  Te- 

VIOTDALE,  AKD  PrESBTT£RT  OF  SeLKIRK), 


Drawn  up  by  a  Friend  to  Staiifiical  Inquiries^  from  Ma^ 
terials  cbitfiy  furnijhed  by  Mr  Andrew  Blaikie, 
tenant  in  Holydean,  who  has  refided  35  Tears  in  that 
Parijb. 


Name,  Boundaries^  and  Extent* 

IN  the  charter  granted  by  King  David  I,  to  the  Abbej 
of  Selkirk,  mention  is  made  of  Botbenden^  which  feems 
to  favour  the  conjcdure  of  thb  parifh  being  named  after  a 
STBotben  or  Bodwin^  and  the  fcite  can  flill  be  pointed  out 
of  his  tower  near  the  village.  Yet  the  name  maj  be  de- 
rived from  a  den  or  dean  in  the  bow  or  curve  of  a  fmall  ri- 
vulet, which  is  defcriptive  of  the  place  where  the  church  is 
faid  to  have  once  flood.  It  is  bounded  on  the  N.  bj  Mel- 
rofe  parifh  ;  on  the  E.  moflly  by  St  Bofwells,  though 
partly  alfo  by  Langnewton  annexed  to  Ancrum  ;  on  the  S. 
]>j  Lilliefleaf ;  on  the  W.  by  Selkirk ',  and  on  the  N.  W. 
Z  by 
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bj  Galalhieb.  Its  greateft  length  from  E.  to  W.  is  6 
miks.  Its  greateft  breadth  from  S.  to  N.  is  about  4^ 
miles.  At  an  average  it  maj  be  about  4  bj  3  miles. 
The  whole  pariih  having  been  meafured,  either  for  the  di- 
vifion  of  run-rig  lands,  or  for  being  let  bjr  the  acre,  is 
known  to  contain  nearly  6709  acres  *. 

Surface^  Soi'Iy  and  C/jOTflff .— The  furface  is  much  varied.  • 
One  of  the  Eildon  hills^  and  one  half  of  another,  are  in 
this  pariih.  From  one  broad  and  elevated  bafe,  three  co- 
nical tops  ari&y  which,  from  their  fituation  in  a  fiat  coun- 
try, more  than  from  their  height,  are  feen  at  a  great  di- 
ftance.  Some  parts  of  them  alfo  being  covered  with  a 
kind  of  red  flone,  without  a  pile  of  grais,  have  a  fingular 
and  firiking  appearance.  Several  little  eminences  and 
ridges  run  from  W.  to  £.  with  fmall  vallies  of  fine  mea« 
dow  between  them,  all  abounding  with  fprings  of  water, 
which,  when  coUeAed,  run  into  Tweed,  about  two  miles  to 
the  eaftward  of  this  pariih,  except  one  or  two  ftreamlets 
which  fall  into  Ale  water,  its  fouthem  boundary.  In  ge- 
neral, the  whole  parifh  is  naturally  graiTj,  except  about 
300  acres,  including  the  higher  parts  of  thefe  ridges,  which 
are  inclined  to  broom  or  furze,  and  about  the  fame  quan- 
tity bearing  a  kind  of  flouted  heath.  About  3-4ths  of  the 
parifh  have  been,  at  one  time  or  another,  under  the  plough. 
The  other  i-4th  confills  of  bog,  mofs,  and  plantations  of 
fir  and  forcft  trees.  Of  thefe  laft  there  are  too  few,  cfpc- 
cially  as  they  are  profitable  to  the  proprietor,  as  well  as  to 
the  farmer,  for  (helter,  and  to  the  people  for  fuel.  There 
is  fome  old  wood,  but  of  no  great  extent.  Two-tliirds  of 
the  pariih  are  inclofed  moflly  with  ditch  and  hedges  of 

thorns, 

•  Here,  and  throujliout  the  following  account,  the  EngliHi  acre  is 
always  meant,  as  is  alfo  the  Tcviotda'.e  mcafnrp,  u-hiclj  b  prtcifely  i-fth 
more  than  tbe  Linlitli^ow  ftandarrf. 
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thorosy  which  thrive  well  when  property  ttken  caie  ot 
The  foil  of  &r  the  greateft  part  is  a  white  binding  day  on 
a  tilly  bottom,  which  retains  moifture,  becomes  hard  in 
drought,  and  can  only  be  iaboored  and  town  to  advantage 
when  the  feafon  is  neither  too  wet  nor  too  dry*  Ab<Mit 
x-6th  of  it  is  well  adapted  to  wheat ;  another  i-6tb  is 
ibarp,  lets  water  eafily  fink,  is  very  manageablci  and 
produces  good  tamipst  com»  and  grais.  Moft  of  the  pariih 
is,  on  the  whole,  as  well  fnited  to  paftorage  as  to  tillage, 
and  will  pay  as  well.  The  ezpo&ire  in  general  is  high  and 
caflerly,  which,  together  with  the  clayey  foil,  renders  the 
crops  often  late,  precarious,  and  apt  to  fuffer  mnch  from 
rainy  harvcfts  and  early  frofta.  In  the  1782,  a  great  deal 
of  com  was  uncut  at  Martinmas,  and  feveral  farmers,  in- 
flead  of  paying  their  rents  from  their  crops,  were  obliged 
to  pnrchaie  grain.  Many  oats  yielded  that  year  no  mere 
than  3  ftone  of  mtslper  boH. 

Farms  J  RmiSf  H$riiorsj-^Tht  farms  are  very  unequal, 
paying  L.  4009  L.  aoo,  L.  xoo,  L.  70,  L.60,  and  even  fo 
low  as  L.  10,  and  L.8  Sterling  of  yearly  rent  in  money, 
befides  a  few  carriages,  one  half  of  the  poors-rates,  and  one 
half  of  the  fchoolmafier's  falary.  The  foil  difiering  greatly 
in  value,  lands,  in  iParms,  are  let  at  from  15  s.  to  5s./«r 
acre.  Some  fmall  fields  near  the  villages  of  Middleham 
and  Bowden  are  rented  for  convenieocy  for  L.  i,  10  s.  per 
acre,  while  fome  trafis  of  outfield  high  lands  do  not  fetch 
above  as.  6  s.  The  whole  real  rent  of  the  pariih  may  at 
prefent  amount  to  L.  2300  Sterling.  The  valued  rent  is 
L.  8030,  aZ  9.  Scots  *;  of  which  the  largeft  half  belongs  to 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  his  valuation  being  L.  4121,  ixs. 

Scots. 

*  A  new  analyfls  of  the  valuation  of  the  whole  coaoty  reduces  the 
yaluatioo  of  this  pari0»  to  L.  7930  :  lo  :  10. 
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Scots.  There  lure  only  three  other  confiderable  proprietors, 
sll  of  whom  occafionally  reiide,  and  about  50  fmall  feuera. 
in  Rowdea  and  Middlehami  who  paj  of  teind,  feu,  Uc.  to 
his  Grace  about  i-8th  of  the  yearly  value  of  their  fub- 
jcds*. 

Cultivation^  Manures,  and  Produce. — There  were  for- 
merly 26  ploughs  in  the  pariOi,  ^each  drawn  by  a  oxen, 
and  3,  or  at  lead  1  horfes ;  and  10  or  12  drawn  by  2  horfes 
only.  No  oxen  are  now  employed.  Some  attempts  to 
work  them  by  themfelves  are  cot  likely  to  fucceed  ;  fer- 
vants  being  prejudiced  againd  them,  and  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  prevent  this  practice  from  taking  place.  There 
are  at  prefent  44  ploughs,  each  drawn  by  2  horfes,  and  both 
driven  and  held  by  one  man.  The  change  has  not  contri« 
botcd  much  to  raife  better  crops,  or  to  benefit  the  farmer. 
The  EngliOi  plough,  with  the  broad  or  plate  fpck,  is  uni- 
verfally  ufed ;  though  Tome  are  returning  occafionally  to 
the  old  Scots  plough,  which  is  certainly  preferable  in  fiony 
or  ftrong  clay  lands.  Several  mofTcs  in  the  pariih  and 
neighbourhood,  abounding  with  (hell  marl,  have  lately  been 
drained.  Thofe  in  the  pariih  belong  to  the  Duke  of  Rox* 
borgh,  and  the  marl  is  ufed  only  by  his  tenants ;  but  in 
the  neighbourhood,  it  is  fold  at  6  d.^^  cart  drawn  by  one, 
and  at  9  d.  per  cart  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  can  be  car« 
ried  6  or  7  miles  to  good  advantage.  Thirty  of  the  one, 
or  forty-five  of  the  other,,  are  laid  on  an  acre  of  the  (harp 
dry  land.  Strong  clay  lands  require  more.  Lime  Is  alfo 
brought  from  Mid  Lothian,  about  28  miles,  at  the  rate  of 
12  s.^^  cart,  containing  nearly  3  bolls  of  fliells,  and  ufed 
io  the  proportion  of  6  carts  10^25  of  marl.   Both  contribute 

VoL.XVL  Gg  to 

^  Their  ourabtr  it  daily  deere«6nf ,  the  richer  piirchtiinf  ths  propmie 
©f  the  poorer. 
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CO  raifie  excellent  crops  of  coni  tnd  grals.  lime  produeei 
better  graiQ,  but  marl  tnfwers  beft  for  grafs,  efpectallj  for 
p^ttre.  After  trying  ibanj  varietiet  of  every  gnito,  the 
moft  approved  are  now  white  oats,  barley  bear,  (fi> 
called  to  difiingiiifli  it  from  rough  bear*  or  big)  s  early 
peafe,  here  called  hot  feedi  and  Kentift,  or  Cieaveland 
wb^at.  Very  little  rye  is  {bwS|  and  no  flaE  bat  for  family 
pie.  On  about  1(^30  acres,  about  1100  bolls  of  diffe- 
rent grains  are  annually  fown  |  nearly  as  follows,  vi%»  lao 
of  wheat,  lOO  of  peafe,  750  of  oats,  and  130  of  barley; 
which  laft  is  followed  by  a  hay  crop.  There  are  befides 
t40  acres,  yearly, in  turnip;  50  in  potatoes;  and  i$0  in  fal« 
low.  Turnips  are  generally  fucceeded  by  barley ;  potatoes 
fometim^  by  barley,  but  more  commonly  by  oats ;  fallow 
|MUtly  by  whpat  and  paitly  by  oats ;  and  lands,  ploughed  out 
of  lee  or  pafture,  are  always  fown  with  oats.  After  maintain* 
ifig  the  inhabitants,  the  annual  ezporu  may  be  about  350 
bolls  of  oat-meal,  at  I«.  i,  3  s./«r  boll  \  300  ditto  of  barley« 
$t  x8  s. }  and  450  ditto  of  wheat,  at  L.  I«  %  s.  amounting  in 
all  to  L*  X2oa,  to  s.  per  an^um^ 

Horfist  l^laci  Cattle^  Shtep^  i^nd  IFooA— There  are  z6o 
hprfes  of  different  ages  in  the  parifli,  one- fourth  of  which  are 
too  young  for  labour*  The  black  cattle  of  all  ages  may  be 
540.  About  9P  are  reared  yc^rlyt  ^<1  about  ^o  are  Rail- 
ed for  the  batcher,  which  weigh  at  an  average  from  45  to 
50  ftooe  of  16  lb.  Dutch  weight  *.  The  cows  of  the  fame 
breed,  when  fattened^  weigh  about  36  flone.  About  80 
fwine  are  annually  fed,  moftly  by  t^defmen.  They 
are  bought  in  England  in  0&ob(:r  or  November,  whoi 
^  3  or  4  months  old,  at  10  s.  or  2  2  s.  each  9  and  after  feeding 

for 

f  The  Dutch  wetfht  if  always  meant*  when  meal,  f  raia*  or  batdier 
neat  are  fpoken  of.  The  Sctoch  wei|{ht,  of  xf  £Qgliih  lb.  to  the  ilon^ 
y,  ufed  for  felling  woul^  checte»  butter,  aQ4  hay. 
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fcr  4  months  on  the  refufe  of  poutoeSi  and  a  little  bruifed 
oats  or  barlejy  they  weigh  10  or  la  ftone.  Being  killed  fo 
young,  they  are  very  fine  food,  and  of  great  fervice  to  a 
fiiniily.  The  number  of  fheep  is  about  1300,  moflly  of 
the  white-&ced  long-bodied  kind,  and  weighing  irom 
xalb.  to  X4lb. /^quaner.  Till  9f  late,  little  attention 
was  paid  to  the  improyement  of  wool ;  but  How  the  en* 
cooragement  given  by  premiums,  and  the  force  of  example, 
have,  perhaps,  carried  the  llock  of  flieep  here  to  as  great 
per&fiion  in  that  refpeft  as  the  climate  and  foil  will  admit* 
The  wcxd  has  Ibid  for  x8  s.  per  (lone.  The  common  dif** 
eafes  of  the  iheep  are  the  rot,  a  kind  of  confumption  occa« 
fioned  by  overftocking  the  paftures,  and  by ^  rainy  feafons« 
efpeciallj  a  raby  autumn ;  and  xhejlunfyf  or  water  in  the 
heady  which  attacks  them  when  about  a  year  old,  chiefly  in 
Ae  months  of  April,  May,  and  Junei  and  is  of  fo  corrofive 
a  natnie  as  to  perforate  the  ikull  into  holes  large  enough  to 
admit  a  pea  or  iinall  bean.  One  {heep  in  40  falls  by  this 
dilieafe.  Such  as  are  affeded  by  it  become  at  firft  giddy,  a& 
terwards  ftupid,  and  feldom  or  never  recover<  No  ewes  are 
milked.  The  cheefe  and  butter,  made  from  cows  milk, 
are  moillj  confumed  in  the  pariOi,  efpecially  the  btter ; 
whidi  is  much  ufed  in  fahing  the  flieep,  at  the  rate  of 
from  4  lb.  fo  6  lb.  to  the  Scotch  pint  of  tar^ 

Pi^sr£i#ib».-— The  population  of  this  parifli  itt  x)r55  li»> 
Counted  to  67a  foub^    At  prefent  (January  1794)  the 
farifli  contains  1x7  familiosy  and  860  perlbnk }  of  whonv 
there  arei 

Under  xo  years  of  age^         •  «  %%% 

Between  xo  and  ao,  -  -,  189 

Between  ao  and  jo,  *  •  |at 

Above  50,  «  -  «  xa7 


Toul,  -  •       t6o 


Of 
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Of  tbefe*  Id  are  above  80  yean^  and  of  thefe  xo»  3  aie 
85,  and  2  are  npwards  of  90. 

The  births,  marriages,  and  burials,  recorded  in  the  parifli- 
-fegifter,  for  the  laft  8  years,  are  as  follow : 
Tears  1785,    Births  14     Marriages    6    Deaths  15 


1786, 

«S 

9 

iB 

X787, 

«9 

10 

«5 

1788, 

»3 

5 

10 

1789, 

«4 

6 

10 

1790, 

t5 

5 

7 

«79«» 

II 

6 

7 

179a, 

9 

4 

«3 

Total,    115  51  9J 

Average  yearly,      14^  6^^  xxt 

Moft  of  the  inhabitaau  are  either  feoers,  farmers,  or  cot* 
sagers  employed  by  them,  except  tlie  after  mentioaed,  vns. 
14  Wrights,  a  Shoemakers,     . 

3  Coopers,  6  Grocers, 

X  Wheelwright,  3  Blackfmiths, 

13  Tailors,  .  t  Founder, 

XX  Mafoos,  a  Flaxdrefiers,  and  only 

xa  We&yei^f  4  Alehoufe-keepers« 

About  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  are  Borgben  anA 
Anti(>urghers.  The  latter  have  a  meeting^'houfe  in  the 
parifli";  the  congregation  of  which,  from  thb  and  other  pa. 
riflies,  pays  their  minifter  L.  60  per  anntim.  There  are  '4 
com-miUs,  each  of  which  draws  fome  multures ;  but  that 
Servitude  is  beginning  to  be  aboliihed.  A  threfhing  machine 
is  nf  wly  erefted,  which  does  a  great  deal  of  work  ;  bat 
whan  the  prime  coft,  and  intereft  thereon,  tear  and.  wear  of 
every  IfLind,  the  number  of  hands,  and  the  extraordinary 
wafie  of  horfes,  are  all  taken  into  the  account,  it  nay  not 
be  of  great-profit  to  the  proprktor. 

^        •  Fmt 
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Tud  and  Zd^ovr.— There  are  no  manufaflares,  ^wing  to 
die  dearneb  of  fuel.  Coab  muft  be  chiefly  depended  on ; 
and  they  are  brought  28  and  30  mUes  from  Lothian,  at 
the  rate  of  i  s.  per  cwt.  Few  or  no  peats  are  to  be  had ; 
but  the  people  are  much  benefited  bj  weedings  of 
plantations,  which  are  frequently  fold  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Small  feuers  and  tenants,  who  have  not  ground 
enough  to  employ  themfelves  and  horfes,  drive  coal,  lime, 
and  marl  for  hire  ;  the  lime  at  9  s.  and  the  marl  at  t  s.  4  d. 
,per  two-horfe  cart,  or  at  4  s.  per  day  for  a  man,  cart,  and 
a  horfes.  Th**  wages  of  a  man-fervant,  who  eats  in  the 
hottfe,  are  from  L.  7  to  L.  8  Sterling  per  annum,  Maid- 
fervants  get  L.  2,  10  s.  and  L.  a,  15  s.  for  the  fummer,  and 
L.  I,  5  s.  for  the  winter  half-year.  But  a  married  farm- 
iervant,  who  provides  his  own  viftuals,  receives  about  the 
value  of  L.  14  or  L.  15  Sterling  in  oats,  barley,  peafe,  flaz^ 
potatoe,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  cow  through  the  year. 
Upon  thefe  wages  he  may  bring  up  his  family  in  a  decent 
manner,  and  give  his  children  a  tolerable  education,  if  he 
and  his  wife  be  induftrious  and  frugal.  In  harveft,  which 
commonly  lafis  about  four  weeks,  a  man  gets  L.  i,  6  s.  and 
a  woman  L.  1 ,  and  their  maintenance.  At  all  other  times^ 
a  man  gets  is.  ad.  per  day,  and  a  woman  7  d.  or  8d.  in 
fummer  *,  and  a  man  i  s.  in  winter,  both  fumifliing  their 
own  viftuals.  Men  working  by  the  piece  do  at  leaft  i-4th, 
if  not  i-3d  more  than  on  day's  wages  ;  which  makes  their 
employers  let  as  much  work  by  the  piece  as  they  can.  A 
mafon  earns  i  s.  8  d.  and  a  carpenter  i  s.  6  d.  per  day  with- 
OQt  vifhials.  A  carpenter  gets  i  s.  and  a  tailor  8  d.  with 
their  viftuals.  Servants  wages  are  doubled  within  .thefe 
40  years. 

Difeafes. 

•  Sammer,  with  mca  oo  dmy^  wige^  begins  on  j  3th  Febraarr,  and. 
.  laftt  %  aootbf.  ) 
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])ifiafis.>^Uo  diCeftfes  are  peeoltar  to  this  pArUb^  ft^ 
vett,  at  an  intenral  of  perhaps  8  or  lo  jears,  have  pravc4 
mortal  ;  and  the  natural  fmall-pos  carrj  off  many 
children.  Inocnlatton,  that  (alotary  mean  of  prebrving 
them,  u  far  from  becoming  general*,  the  Seeederabebg 
moch  prejudiced  againft  it,  though  in  many  families  it  has 
bees  attended  urith  its  ufiial  fncceft.  Confiimpdons  are 
not  nnfreqoent }  but,  on  the  whole,  the  people  enjoj  good 
health. 

Eccle/taJluaJ  Siaii^  Scioolt*^^Tht  church  is  old,  long^ 
narrow,  and  needs  reparation.    A  vault  adjoining  to  it  is 
the  burying'place  of  the  ducal  family  of  Roxburgh.    The 
cofiios  are  above  ground  -,  and  fome  of  them,  bj  the  dates 
i^on  them,  have  Hood  upwards  of  loo  yean,  and  are  ftiU 
entire.    An  excellent  manle  and  office-houfes  are  newly 
finiflied.    The  flipend  confifis  of  5  chalders  of  vidua],  Lbi 
meafure,  i-jds  of  which  are  oat-meal,  and  i«>3d  is  barley, 
400  merks  in  money,  and  40  merks  for  communion-ele- 
ments.   The  glebe  is  16  EngliOi  acres,  about  3  of  which 
are  meadow.    The  Duke  of  Roxburgh  is  patron.    The 
parochial  iichpolmafter'at  Bowden  has  a  ialary  of  L.  8,  6  s. 
8  d.  Sterling,  and  about  70  fcholars.    Of  thefe,  30  read 
Englifii  at  X  s.  fer  quarter,  a  5  both  read  and  write  at  z  s« 
6d.  and  about  15  commonly  are  taught  arithmetic,  book- 
keeping, and  mathematics,  on  fuch  terms  as  can  be  agreed 
upon.  The  fcboolmafter  has  about  L.  3  for  coUeding  poors* 
rates,  and  a  dwelling-houfe  and  garden  worth  L.  1,  making 
in  all  about  L,  30  yearly.  There  is  alfo  a  Ichool  and  a  fchool- 
houfe  at  Middleham.    The  mafter  has  a  (alary  of  L.  3,  and 
gets  his  viduals,  durmg  the  teaching  feafon,  from  the  different 
£MntUes,  according  to  the  number  of  children  they  have  at 
the  fchool,  which,  at  an  average,  is  about  30,  fo  that  hm 
cannot  draw  annually  above  L.  7  or  L.  &  Sterlings 
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^  P«or.-^Tfae  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  for  the  laft  feven 
years  has  been  ao.  They  are  all  maintained  in  their  own 
hoofes,  or  boarded  in  other  families.  The  annual  fum  ex- 
pended upon  them,  may  amount  to  L.  65  Sterling,  which 
is  levied  at  two  different  times  in  the  year  from  the  pro- 
prietors and  tenants  equally.  This  affeflment  is  laid  on 
by  the  proprietors ;  but  the  tenants  have  a  vote  in  the  di- 
ftribution  of  it.  The  collections  at  church  on  Sundays  are 
imallt  i^id  do  little  more  than  pay  the  falaries  of  the  pre- 
centor and  beadle.  There  is  only  one  beggar  in  the  pa- 
rilh ;  but  firolUng  poor  from  other  places  come  among  us 
at  all  feafons. 

Roads.-^T\it  roads  are  pretty  well  taken  care  of  by  tha 
Juftices  of  the  diflrid.  Formerly  z  s.  6  d.  for  each  man* 
and  %  s.  for  each  horfe,  were  levied  annually  for  fiatute* 
labour.  By  a  late  ad  of  Parliament,  it  is  now  laid  on  ac« 
cording  to  the  valued  rents,  and  paid  by  the  poffeflbrs. 
The  management  is  veiled  in  Juftices  of  Peace  and  Com- 
miflioners  of  Supply,  and  other  truftees.  The  utmoft  they 
can  ezaft  is  xos.  Sterling  on  the  I^  100  Scou  of  value4 
rent,  but  they  can  make  it  as  bw  as  they  pleafe  when  the 
Hate  of  the  roads  alloWt 

]iirds  tfni  £f/7^i.— There  are  plenty  of  partridges,  fome 
plovers,  woodcocks,  Inipes,  curlews,  and  other  birds,  both 
ftatiooary  and  migratory,  which  are  common  in  this  part 
of  Scotland.  Little  injury  b  done  by  birds  of  prey  \  but 
>  much  was  formerly  fufiained  from  foxes,  to  which  the  furze 
and  bru(b-wood  on  the  lower  Iktrtsof  Eildon,  both  in  this  and 
Melrofie  parifh,  afford  cover.  Of  late,  however,  their  num« 
ber  has  been  diminifhed  by  the  Noblemen  and  Cemlemen 
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of  the  Caledonian  Hunt,   and  others  who  keep  hoands. 
Hares  abound. 

CbaraSer  of  the  People. — ^The  people  in  general  arc 
fober  and  induilrious.  Few  of  them  engage  in  adventures 
or  fpeculations,  except  in  the  line  of  farming,  and  even  there 
with  a  prudent  caution.  Their  divifions,  in  religiou:!  opi- 
aions,  do  not  now  oocafion  fo  great  a  want  of  cordial  inter- 
courfe  as  formerly,  and  the  prejudices  of  ie&  are  dailj 
djing  awaj. 

^/if/yi«V/Vx,— The  remains  of  a  military  road,  with  cir- 
cular nations  or  camps,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
miles,  fuppofed  to  be  Roman,  can  be  traced,  running  nearly 
N.  through  the  centre  and  broadeft  part  of  the  pariQi,  about 
a  mile  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  church,  from  Beaulieu  in  the 
parl(h  of  Liiliefleaf  to  Cald£biels  in  the  parifli  of  Gala- 
ihiels.  In  fome  places,  all  veftiges  of  it  are  deftroyed  by 
die  plough  ;  but  in  other  places  traces  of  it  are  fiill  vifiblct 
in  the  form  of  a  large  ditch,  about  ao  feet  wide  \  and  in 
fome  fpots,  of  two  ditches  of  that  width,  at  the  diilance  of 
30  feet«  The  camps  or  ftations  are  all  on  eminences  in 
view  of  each  other ;  and  difierent  weapons,  or  inftruments 
of  war,  have  been  dug  up  by  people  ploughing  or  ditching 
•round  them,  as  well  as  in  the  adjacent  moQes. 

There  was,  not  long  ago,  a  ftrong  fortification,  of  its  kind, 
«t  Holy  dean  or  Haliedean,  once  a  refidence  of  the  family 
of  Roxburgh.  The  court-yard,  containing  about  \  of  an 
acre,  was  furrounded  by  flrong  ftone  and  lime  walls,  4  feet 
^ick,  and  16  feet  high,  with  flanting  holes,  between  five 
freeflones,  about  30  feet  from  each  other  \  from  which  an 
arrow  or  a  rauiket  could  have  been  pointed  in  different  di« 
re£Uons.  Upon  an  arched  gateway  in  the  front  there  was 
m  ftrong  iron  gate.    Within  the    court  ftood  two  ftrong 

towers. 


ixrii€t^t  tteoiie  4)1 3,  the  dOkr  cpf  5  ftones,  e6nll(liiifg  df  B 
or  10  lodgelibfe' rooms,  befidea  porters  k>dge9y  fervanb 
hdl,  traiikcd'€rilar0y  bakefaoHfes/C^^.  Tb^  roof  and  floor^ 
ing,  being  all  of  the  ftrongefi*  oak,  if-  kept  in  the  ftate  in 
whiofi  (h^y  then'  were,  might  'have  flood  for  a  centnrj. 
But  daring  the  miikoritj  of  the  prefent  Duke,  vrfaile  h^ 
was  abroad,  'witilottt  hn  knowledge,  his  then  commiifioner 
ordered  this  bnilifing  to  be  jmoftlj  polled  down;  ntiirelj  for 
the  iake  of  getting  tbe'freeftones  in  tbcm  to  build  a  large 
iarm-hoiife  and  ^ppurte^dc^s,  at  the  diftancc  of  3  miles^, 
though  the  difficulty  of  f<^rating  thefe  ftones  from  th^ 
lime  made  them  a  dear'pureliafe.  Some  of  the  vaults  ftiH 
iMnain,  and  are'-nfed  by  the  t^nalif  y  and  about  160  feet  of 
the  court  wall^  are  petfeftly  entire,  which  makes  the  de- 
molition -of  the  reft  to  be  much  regretted,  as  the  whole 
building  was  ftately.and  ornamehM  to  the  place,  sts  well  as 
venerable  fop  its  antiquity.  Oae'ftone,  preferved  from  the 
ruins,  and  now  a  lintel' to  the  door  of  the  farm-houfe  at 
Holydean,  has  in  the  middle  an  unioorn's  head  and  three 
flars,  with  this  infcription  on  either  fide  : 


Fcer  God.  Flee 
from  fin   mak 
to  the  lyfe 


Everlaiting 

to  the  end 

Dem  Ifbel  Ker  1530 


About  140  yards  from  the  principal  houfe  on  the  top  of 
a  precipice  hanging  over  a  burn,  there  had  been  a  chapel  or 
place  of  worfhip,  and  a  burying  ground,  as  appears  from  a 
number  of  grave  ftones,  handles  of  cofiins,  and  pieces  of  hu* 
man  bones,  which  have  been  dug  up  from  time  to  time. 
Hence  probably  has  arifen  the  name  Holydean  or  Halie^ 


The  greateft  curiofity,  perhaps,  of  its  kind  in  Britain,  is 
a  fione  dike  without  lime,  which  inclofes  about  500  acres 
•f  this  farm,  and  has  ftood  more  than  300  years,  yet  is  ftill 
a  tolerable  fence.    It  has  at  firft  been  6  or  7  feet  high, 

Vol.  XVI.  H  h  with 
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with  capftoo^.  In  as  old  tapk»  thii  laclofiiie  b  adkcl, 
^  The  grecu  iur  park  of  ^alUiean^**  and  was  once  fall  oC 
wood  \  but  it  b^  lo|ig  been  fabdiyi^fdy  and  %U  the  treea 
cat  downi  e:|cept  a  if  w  old  bircbca. 

Herp,  as  well  as  in  oth^  parts  of  Scotland,  many  birdi« 
^y  and  oak  trees  have  been  found  in  the  mofles ;  Ibme  qf 
them  3  feet  iq  diameter,  and  feyeral  of  the  firs  and  oaka 
gaite  found.  They  genendlj  U«  from  3  to  8  fieet  below 
the  farface*  *  Humaq  bones  alfo»  gnd  manj  horns  of  di£b« 
rent  aniniiils,  have  been  4ug  )ipi  quite  beyond  the  fize  of 
the  largeft  to  be  any  where  feen  at  this  time*  How  the 
former  were  )aid  therct  and  how  the  latter  acquiri^  ^^ 
enormous  fi^e,  leaves  rooqi  for  ^onjeAure.  Where  tbcjr 
are  foupd,  the  fubftance  of  $h$  oiols  ia  conden&d  fog»  to  ap- 
pearance a^  freih  and  diftin£t  as  tha(  upon  old  lea  ground* 
Thb  too  may  a&rd  matter  of  curious  fpeculation. 

The  family  of  Carre  of  Covers  deferves  alfo  to  be  meo* 
tionedy  as  poe  of  the  moft  ancient  in  the  S.  of  Scotland« 
'  Their  chief  refidence,  for  many  generational  has  been  in 
the  parifli.  George  Carre,  £fq;  of  Niibet,  a  Lord  of  Sef- 
£on»  was  defcei^ded  from  a  branch  of  this  fiunily.  They 
are  fuppofed  to  have  fprung  from  Kerr  of  Ferniherft*  One 
of  their  anceftors  claimed  the  title  of  Lord  Jedburgh  ;  but 
from  the  different  manner  in  which  they  fpell  their  name, 
jt  feems  probable,  either  that  they  are  a  diftinft  family,  or 
f  very  old  cadet. 
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NUMBER    XIL 
PARISH  OF  ANSTRUTHER  EASTER, 


(COUKTT   AMD   StNOB    OF    FlPC,    PRESBTTZM'   01* 

St  Ani>rew*8> 


By  a  Frimd  to.  Stai^icai  Inquiria. 


Situation;  ifc. 

^1 'MlS  parifli  is  fimated  on  the  fea-coaft,  between  Kil- 
rennie  and  Anftruther  Wcftcr,  (from  which  it  is  di- 
vided bj  a  fmall  river),  in  the  Preftytery  of  St  Andrew's. 
The  obfervations  that  occur  in  the  Statifiical  Account 
of  thefe  two  pariihes,  as  to  the  foil,  climate,  fiihing,  price 
of  provifions,  equally  apply  to  Anftruther  Eafler,  and  need 
not  be  repeated  here. 

Churchy  Stipend^  ifc, — Till  the  year  1636,  die  town  of 
Anftruther,  and  the  barony,  was  in  the  parifli  of  Kilrennie  ^ 
but  though  the  church  was  at  Kilrennie,  the  minifter  re- 
fided  at  Anftruther,  and  was  ftyled  the  minifter  of  that 
town.    In  the  above  mentioned  yeari  the  town  of  Eafter 

Anftruther 
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Anflrather  was,  ereAed  into  a  feparate  charge,  and  a  church 
,  built.  The  ilipend  arifes  from  the  tithes  of  the  fifli,  agrant 
from  his  Majeflj  of  part  «f -  t^e-  bUho^  rents,  and  feme 
money  mortified  for  that  purpofct  and  may  be  reckoned 
between  L.  70  and  L.  80.  Sir  John  Aoftruther  is  the 
patron. 

Population. — ^In  1744,  the  number  was  1000;  in  X764, 
it  was  900 ;  at  prefent,  it  is  fuppofed  rather  above  xoeo. 
The  average  of  births  36  -,  deaths  24.   '    *   ' 

Portf  Shippings  iJc. — In  1710,  Anftruther,  which  for- 
merly was  a  creek  of  the  cuftomhonfe  of  Kirkcaldy,  was 
made  a  port,  and  aatftofmhonfe  eftablifhcM. 

In  17539  a  new  key  was  built;  and  to  defray  the  er- 
pence  an  ad  of  Parliament  was  procured,  laying  a  tax  of 
two  pannitg  Scole  npon  every  pint-of .  ale  brewed  or  fdki4ft 
the  burgh.  For  fome  years  of  late  the  produce  has  not 
been  more  than  a  third  of  what  it  was  at  the  beginning. 

In  1768,  the  tonnage. bdop^g  to  Anftruther  Eafter  was 
8g  ton ;  it  is  now  1400. 

Shipbuildingjhafl  been  ^ame4  on  fbr  fome  years  to  a 
confiderahle  ext^t.--rTl^ere  i/^  a  thread-ma]iu&&iire. 

Poor.— The  poor  arp  fupported  by  the  weekly  collec- 
tlonsi  befides  which  the  fliipmafters  have  a  large  fuod^  from. 
which  they  are  able  to  make  a  decent  provifion  for  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  their  Society.  *Thfi  trades  have  a^ 
fund  for  their  poor. 

Lof^evUy.'^n  1761,  Robert  Arnot,  blackfmith,  died^ 
aged  99  years  and  fome  months ;  Mr  James  Naime,  late 
sdmiiler,  9a ;  his  foo,  the  prefeat  incumbent,  is  84. 

NUM. 
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NUMBER    XIIL 

UNITED  PARISHES 
Of 
HOY    A  NX)    GRJEMSAY,  ; 


(CODMXY  QF.pEKyKXy  SyVOO  W  KIRKWAU^  JUTD 

Prjesbttery  of  CA.;(iisToirs)« 


J9/  ^£«  Rev.  Mr  Rqm^t  Siurss. 


TH£    PARISH    OF    HOT 

T^OES  not  funiifh'mQch  room  for  Sudfiical  inveft^p* 
"*^  tion,  and  the  few  obfcrvations  which  occur  refpeding 
it  mvf  be  comprehended  within  narrow  bounds.  The 
origin  of  its  name  oannot  now  be  afcertained. 

SiiuaiiCH  and  Eoeient^^^The  parilh  is  fitoated  in  the 
county  of  Orkney,  Synod  of  Kirkwall,  and  Prefbytery  of 
Cairftons.  It  is  of  a  triangular  formi  farroonded  by  the 
parifhes  of  Walls  to  the  fouth  fide ;  the  parifhes  of  Orphir, 
StcQ&is,  and  StromneiS|  upon  the  eaft  and  north  fide  i  and 

the 
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the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  wefiward.  The  pariih  firom 
N.  W*  to  S.  E.  is  about  9  or  10  miles  long,  and  in  gene- 
ral is  about  6  miles  broad<  It  may  be  called  a  Verj  hilly 
or  mountainous  dfftriA.  One  of  thefe  hills  in  partica- 
Igr  being  fo  fteep  in  many  places  of  it,  is  almoft  inaccei&ble 
on  acconnt  of  rocks  of  an  uncommon  £ze»  ^ome  ftrangers 
with  their  mathematical  inftniments  have  computed  the 
height  of  ity  from  the  water's  edge  to  the  top,  an  Engliih 
mile.  There  is  neither  pafture  nor  heath  grows  upon  it, 
and  it  only  ferves  as  a  fine  mark  for  mariners  or  fea£mng 
people  to  bring  them  into  a  fafe  harbour. 

S<nl  and  CKmate'. — ^The  land  or  arable -ground  in  this 
place  is  generally  wet  and  fpongy  ;  the  foil  light,  and  bet- 
ter calculated  for  gra(s  than  for  grain.  The  air  is  healthy, 
and  the  people  generally  long-lived  ;  one  perfon,  in  parti- 
cular, who  had  refided  in  th^  pariih  from  his  youth,  died 
fome  years  ago  at  the  advanced  age  of  xoo. 

Sheep. — ^The  principal  circumfiance  for  which  this  parifh 
is  remarkable  is  their  fheep,  if  they  were  properly  taken  care 
of  as  in  other  countries  to  the  fouthward  ;  but  no  arguments 
will  prevail  with  the  country  people  of  the  parUh  to  take 
better  care  of  them,  except  their  landlords  would  interpofe 
their  authority,  which  they  will  not.  The  (heep  all  rua 
wild  in  thefe  mountains,  and  are  never  got  until  they  run 
them  down  with  their  dogs,  and  by  that  means  they  are 
much  abufed.  Some  of  thefe  Iheep  will  run  with  three  or 
four  years  wool  upon  them,  and  when  hounded  by  their 
dogs,  they  run  generally  to  the  rocks,  where  there  is  no 
poffibility  of  accefs  to  them.  Many  of  their  young  lambs 
are  devoured,  and  picked  up  by  eagles  and  other  birds  of 
prey,  which  are  very  numerous  in  this  place  ;  and  in  the 
winter-feafon,  when  the  ihepp  come  down  to  the  £ea-fide 
^  to 
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to  feed  upon  {bjU weeds  or  ware,  they  are  often  carried  away 
by  the  high  tides  that  commonlj  cake  place  in  ftormy 
weather.  As  to  the  number  of  their  fheep,  it  would  be  no  eafy 
matter  to  afi;:ertain9  as  the  people  are  at  great  care  and 
pains  to  conceal  it ;  but  by  a  general  calculation  they  may 
be  computed  at  1000  or  xaoo. 

FroduRiom* — The  quantity  of  grain  produced  here  is 
very  inconfiderable,  and  their  fiarms  are  fo  very  fmall^ 
that  wh^n  they  have  paid  their  rents  to  their  landlords, 
which  are  collcded  commonly  in  kind,  they  have  but  a 
very  Cbanty  fubfifience  to  fupport  themfelves  and  fiuniliesi 
and  are  often  reduced  to  buying  of  meal  for  their  funilies* 
The  only  grain  they  fow  is  black  oats  and  bear.  The 
planting  of  poutoes,  which  of  late  has  taken  place  among 
them,  may  in  time  be  a  great  advantage. 

Rmt  qfibe  Pari/b.^^The  wbole  rent  of  this  parifh  does 
not  exceed  L.  250  Sterling ;  and  as  the  whole  pariOi  was 
&ued  cff  the  biiboprick  in  former  times,  and  that  at  the 
highefi  rate  then  paid,  the  whole  rent  paid  to  the  proprie- 
tors muft  be  very  fmall.  There  are  tour  heritors  in  tho 
paxifli,  and  only  one  of  them  redding  in  it. 

Statf  of  the  Churchy  ^r.-— The  whole  of  the  church 
about  nine  years  ago  fell  down  of  itfelf  befoire  the  heritors 
would  offer  to  make  any  reparation  on  it,  and  at  lad  they 
rebuilt  it,  and  that  in  a  very  flight  manner,  fo  that  it  is 
not  above  half  finiihed.  The  prefent  incumbent  was  fet« 
tied  as  miniller  in  Ap^^  ^74^  »  ^  ^^  married,  and  had 
^  very  large  family  of  children,  once  to  the  number  of  aa, 
bat  are  now  reduced  t<;  4  fons  and  2  daughters.  The  fti* 
pepd  amounts  to  92  meiis  of  ma]c,  and  6  barrels  of  greafe 
^tter.    The  prices  of  tbefe  articles  are  very  precarious, 

and 
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sad  St  811  tfvnige  do  not  exceed  betwixt  I«»  60  wti  !«•  ^ 
[Smfingf  bcfides  a  £bmU  gkbe  not  exceeding  L.  3  rent 
jcarfy.  The  manle  b  in  a  verjr  rninons  cooditbnt  thoi^ 
bttilt  fisoe  the^iACumbencjrof  die  prefent  paxmSter^  mat 
tfaat  of  the  very  worft  outeriak  that  could  poffiUy  be  gol^ 
fo  that  now  it,  is  dangerous  towalk  apcsf  the- floors,  at  the 
whole  of  them  are  worm-eaten. 

Popahthn.-'^Tiyt  popalatioa  in  1755  was  520 ;  of  lat6 
it  has  confiderably  dinumflied.'  The  inhabitants  may  now 
amount  to  250*  The  number  of  burials  do  not  exceed  j 
or  4  each  year ;  the  births  are  from  6  to  &  There  is  a6 
trillagein  the  pariih. 

.^^v^^i/if  f  4-^There  are  few  antiquities  in  this  parifli 
worth  mentioning  i  only  there  is  a  large  ftoacy  called  the 
Dwarf  Stone»  which  meafures  32  feet  in  length,  16 j.  broad, 
9  feet  5  inches  in  height,  hollowed  in  the  mfide,  and  di- 
irided  into  three  different  apartments ;'  in  (kit  ead  there  h 
a  bed,  5  feet  8  inches  long,  and  2  feet  broad  ;  «id  in  the 
other  end  a  fmall  room,  and  in  the  middle  part  an  area, 
where  there  has  been  a  fire-^place,  and  a  hole  stt  the  top  to 
let  out  the  fmoke.  There  are  feveral  beautiftil  glens  among 
the  bills,  furrounded  with  very  high  rocks,  and  at  the 
foot  of  thefe  rocks  a  fine  plain  of  grafs,  grown  level  as  a 
bowling-green,  where  there  are  the  fincft  echoes  reverbe- 
ntting  from  one  rock  to  another  every  fyllable  you  exprefs 
far  ibme  minutes ;  there  is  alfo  in  this  parifh  %  profpeft  of 
otie  of  the  richefl  lead  mines  that  has  been  known.  Mr 
Walter  Stewart,  a  late  proprietor  of  faid  place,  employed 
a  miner,  a  very  ikilful  man  in  his  bufinefs,  who  ftruck  up 
about  a  ton  weight  of  the  ore,  which  Mr  Stewart  carried 
to  Leith,  and  gave  to  Dr  Black,  Profcflor  of  Chemiftry, 
who  made  an  afiay  of  it ;  and  his  Report  was,  that  he- 
fides 
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fides  the  lead,  he  could  extraA  46  ounces  of  filver  out  of 
each  ton  of  ore. 

FufL — ^Thc  principal  difadvantage,  notwithftandlng  the 
great  and  high  mountains  we  have  in  this  parifli,  is  the 
fcarcitj  of  fuel,  many  of  the  inhabitants  being  obliged  to 
go  a  great  way  out  of  the  parifli  among  thcfe  hills,  to  cut, 
win,  and  carry  their  peats  down  to  the  feafliores,  where 
next  they  are  obliged  to  carry  them  in  their  boats  by 
Water  to  a  very  great  difiance.  The  prefent  incumbent 
has  been  obliged  to  carry  his  peats  by  water  during  all  the 
ytjos  of  his  incumbency  for  5  or  6  miles,  which  is  attended 
with  a  great  expence  upon  fo  fmall  a  (lipend. 

Prices  ofProvifions, — ^The  prices  of  vivers  in  this  parifb, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood,  has  turned  out  fo  high,  even  to 
triple  value  of  mod  articles  more  than  it  was  at  the  pre- 
fent incumbent's  being  fettled  here,  owing  chiefly  to  its 
being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Strom nefs,  where  there  is  a 
fine  harbour,  and  much  frequented  by  (hipping,  fo  that 
when  come  off  a  long  voyage,  and  out  of  provifion,  tliQ 
fmall  petty  merchants  in  Stromnefs  come  over  here,  and 
buy  up  (heep,  hogs,  and  cattle  at  any  price,  as  they  are 
fore  to  make  conliderable  profits  by  the  hands  of  thefo 
ftrangers. 


THE  PARISH  OF  GR^MSAY 
Is  but  a  very  fmall  ifland,  a  mile  and  an  half  in  lengthy 
and  a  mile  in  breadth,  confiding  of  35  or  36  families,  in 
very  fmall  farms,  where  the  cure  was  ufed  to  be  fcrved  by 
the  mlniftcr  of  Hoy  every  third  Sabbath  -,  but  the  fmall 
kirk  or  meeting-place  there  threatened  to  fjll  down  of  it* 
Vol.  XVI.  I  i  felf, 
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lelf,  the  roiniiier  applied  to  the  fVefbyterj  for  a  viiitatiDa;^ 
and  by  the  oaths  of  fufficient  workmen  of  each  craft,  got 
it  declared  ruinous^  and  it  ftill  continues  fo,  which  obliged 
the  minifterto  leave  the  [>lace,  after  he  had  ferved  36  years 
and  upwards.  It  is  alfo  obfervable,  and  verj  fingular,. 
that  it  pays  neither  fiipend,  nor  has  any  glebe. 

Population *-^ht  population  of  the  parlQi  is  much  the 
fanac  as  it  was  50  years  ago.  Its  inhabitants  may  now  a- 
mount  to  about  160  \  the  number  of  burials  do  not  exceed 
3  or  4  each  year;  the  births  about  8  or  10  yearly.  There 
is  no  village  in  the  ifland. 

FueL — The  principal  difadvantage  under  which  this  pa- 
riOi  labours,  is  the  fcarcity  of  fuel.  The  common  people 
burn  turf  or  peat,  which  they  are  obliged  to  carry  from 
Hoy  and  other  places. 

^r&ooZr.-^There  are  no  fchools  in  either  of  the  parKbes 
of  Hoy  or  Graemfay,  owing  to  the  proprietors,  who  cannot 
be  prevailed  upon  to  fettle  a  parochial  fehool,  and  for  that 
reafon,  the  Society  for  propiagating  Chriflian  Knowledge 
have  for  fome  years  paft  withdrawn  their  charity  fchoob ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  minifter  of  the  placie  applied  to 
the  commiffioners  of  the  comity  to  interpofe  their  autho- 
rity, which  he  did  by  petition,  and  under  form  of  inftro- 
ment  above  30  years  ago,  yet  to  this  day  he  never  got  any^ 
deliverance  upon  it ;  and  now  the  minifter,  being  reduced 
by  old  age  and  infirmities,  is  not^  in  condition  to  go 
about  fuch  matters. 

Rent. — The  land-rent  of  the  ifland  is  computed  at  L.  xo(r 
SterHngN^a-year,  belides  ca&ialties  equal  to  one  half  more. 

NU  U 
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NUMBER  XIV. 
PARISH  OF  WESTRAT, 


(GOUNTT  AND   StNOD    OF   OrKNEX,    PrESBYTERY    OF 

North  Isles/) 


By  the  R0).  ilfr  James.  Iz at,  Minifter. 


^Situatiofif  Extent j  iic» 

THE  pariih  of  Weftraj  comprehends  in  it  the  iflands 
of  Weflray  and  Papa  Weftray ;  thefe  iflands  arc  fi- 
mated  towards  the  N.  and  lie  in  the  extremity  of  the 
country  on  that  fide;  Weftray,  the  largeft,  is  diftant  from 
Kirkwall,  the  borough  town,  about  the  fpace  of  ao  miles. 
The  Icffer  ifland,  Papa  Weftray,  lying  to  the  N.  of  Weft- 
ray,  will  be  diftant  from  Kirkwall  24  miles.  The  ifland 
of  Weftray  is  of  an  irregular  form,  being  indented  with 
bays  and  jutting  out  points  of  land.  This  ifland  lies  in  a 
direffion  from  £.  to  W.  being  in  length  between  9  and  10 
miles  Englifli ;  towards  the  weft  end,  it  ftretches  out  into 
a  confiderable  breadth,  being  about  6  Englifli  miles  over 
in  that  part;  there  is  likewife  a  ridge  of  hills  on  the 
:vreflcm  extremity  of  this  iflandy  of  a  confiderable  height, 

called 
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called  Fitty  and  Gallo,  firetching  from  S.  to  N.  in  a  lino 
of  between  3  and  4  miles.  This  ifland  towards  the  £.  and 
a  little  removed  from  Fittj  and  Gallo  hills,  is  about  % 
Englilh  miles  over  \  but  about  the  middle  fpace  of  the 
iQandy  the  breadth  is  fcarcelj  an  Englilh  mile  over.  From 
;  guefs  of  the  eye,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  above  i-8tb 
part  of  the  furface  of  this  ifland  under  cultivation. 

The  ifland  of  Papa  Weftray,  lies  on  the  north  fide  of 
Weftray,  and-  is  feparated  from  it  by  a  found,  or  ferry, 
between  2  and  3  miles  over.  The  length  of  this  ifland  is 
between  3  and  4  Englifli  miles,  of  an  oval  form,  and  lies 
in  a  dircdion  from  N.  to  S.  being  about  an  Englifli  mile 
in  breadth  in  mofl  places.  This  is  a  very  fertile  ifland, 
containing  fome  of  the  bed  pafture  and  arable  lands  in  die 
whole  country ;  and,  to  appearance,  there  is  i  greater  pro« 
portion  of  this  ifland  under  cultivation  than  that  of  the 
ifland  of  Weftray. 

jlgricukure^  ^r.--«Agriculture  in  this  parifli,  as  well  as 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  county  of  Orkney,  is  carried  on 
in  the  fame  way  that  it  has  been  done  for  many  years  paft. 
The  fields  are  all  open,  without  inclofures,  neither  are  there 
any  green  crops  railed  here,  fuch  as  hay,  turnip,  He, ;  the 
people  here  now  begin  to  plant  potatoes,  and  this  they  do 
to  advantage,  both  with  refpeA  to  produce,  and  the  im- 
provcment  of  the  ground.  There  is  one  gentleman  in  the 
ifland  of  Weftray,  who  fows  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
pcafe  yearly,  both  of  the  white  and  gray  kind ;  the  only 
produce  is  ft  raw  for  his  horfes,  the  grain  feldom  or  ever 
comes  to  any  perfeftion.  The  farmer  here  generally  nics 
a  plough  with  one  ftilt,  much  in  the  form  of  the  old  Ro-^ 
man  plough.  The  only  rotation  of  crops  is  Imall  grey  oats 
find  bear,  commonly  called  big ;  the  time  of  fowing  the 

oats 
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mtsbinthe  month  of  March,  and  fometimes  they  foW 
this  grain  in  the  end  of  Februarj,  if  the  lieafon  is  favour- 
aUc.  The  oolj  manure  here  is  fea-weed  or  ware,  with 
tbe  help  of  what  houfie-dung  they  can  produce.  The  fea- 
wecd  is  no  doubt  a  very  rich  and  produfiive  manure,  but 
b  of  little  uiie  to  the  ground  but  for  the  prefent  crop. 
This  they  lay  on  the  fields  which  had  produced  oats  the  pre- 
c«dbg  feafoui  and  this  is  done  immediately  after  harveft, 
and  daring  the  winter,  as  often  as  the  wind  and  tides  bring 
this  manure  a(hore.  In  tbe  fpring  feafon,  after  the  oats  are 
fown,  ;he  farmer  gives  the  wared  land  one  ploughing, 
which  they  call  their  fallow.  Sometimes,  when  the  ware 
does  not  come  afbore  in  the  winter  feafon,  it  comes  at  the 
time  of  Ihcjr  fallow,  which  obliges  the  farmer  to  put  it  on 
the  land  immediately  from  the  flrand.  This  manure  does 
not  anfwer  fo  well  for  moft  foils  as  the  winter  ware,  yet 
it  generally  anjTwerB  pretty  well.  When  the  ware  here  is 
got  in  the  proper  feafon,  it  is  carried  up  from  tbe  flrand^ 
and  laid  in  heaps  on  the  banks,  and  there  it  is  allowed  tt> 
lie  till  it  acquires  a  confiderable  degree  of  heat  or  fermen- 
tation ;  this  is  reckoned  a  good  preparation  for  this  kind  of 
manure,  and  ia  this  way  is  moft  produftive.  There  is  a 
variety  of  foils  in  this  parifh,  and  they  differ  rery  much  from 
one  another  in  the  fame  corner.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
the  land  compofed  of  a  rich  black  mould ;  fome  again  con- 
£fting  of  black  mould  with  a  mixture  of  fand ;  in  other 
parts,  clay  mixed  with  fand  ;  in  fome  places,  black  mould 
mixed  with  peat-mofs ;  and  finally,  there  is  much  land 
conlifting  of  nothing  but  pure  fand ;  when  plenty  of  good 
wase  is  laid  on  fuch  foil  as  this,  it  will  yield  a  tolerable 
crop.  The  ground  here  is  generally  of  a  free  and  light 
nature^  and  cannot  bear  much  labouring.  The  farmer  gives 
the  bear  land  one  ploughing  only  after  the  fallow,  at  the 
lime  he  bvi^  the  feed,  tbe  foil  bebg  fo  light  and  free,  it 

requires 
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requires  very  little  of  the  harrow,  which  inflmoieiit  is  gene* 
rally  made  with  wooden  teeth.  In  fome  places,  it  is  true,  the 
"better  and  more  fubftantial  fiirmers,  and  where  the  foil  v 
fironger,  begin  now  to  ufe  the  iron-teethed  harrow.  Ho¥r« 
ever,  it  may  be  depended  upon  as  a  certain  fad,  that  agri- 
culture will  only  be  a  fecondary  conlideration  in  this  coun- 
try, while  kelp  continues  to  fell  at  any  tolerable  price ;  and 
in  this  the  landholders  cannot  be  blamed,  as  the  k^lp  yields 
them  ready  and  certain  profits.  Many  of  the  lands  in 
Orkney,  which  are  burdened  with  high  fuperiorities,  with^ 
f)ut  this  Taluable  article  of  kelp,  would  have  long  ago  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  fuperior. 

Churches,  Vr.-^There  are  three  churches  or  places  of 
^orihip  in  this  parifli,  two  in  the  iiland  of  Weftray,  one  of 
-which  is  called  St  Mary's,  and  the  other  Cro&  Kirk ;  St 
Mary's  kirk  is  diftant  from  the  manfe  above  4  Engliih 
miles ;  the  other,  Crols  Kirk,  is  diftant  3  miles,  and  tbe 
Icirk  or  place  of  wotflitp  in  the  ifland  of  Papa  Weftray,  is 
diftant  from  the  manfe  a  fpace  of  between  8  and  9  Engliih 
miles.  The^minifter  preaches  in  thefe  different  parts  of 
vroHhip  by  rotation,  at  leaft  when  the  weather  permits  him 
to  pais  the  ferry  to  Papa  Weftray.  It  muft  appear  pretty 
Angular,  that  all  thefe  places  of  worfliip  are  placed  at  foch 
a  diftance  from  the  manfe  ;  the  fpace  between  the  manfe 
and  the  place  of  worfliip  in  the  ifland  of  Papa  Weftray,  is  a 
journey  which  can  fcarcely  be  accompliflied  in  the  fpace  of 
two  hours. 

This  charge  might  have  been  rendered  more  commo- 
dious for  the  minifter,  and  centrical  for  the  people,  by  re- 
moving the  manfe  from  its  prefent  fituation.  But  though 
the  prefent  incumbent  petitioned  the  heritors  for  this  pur- 
•pofe,  they  would  not  agree  to  any  propolal  of  this  kind« 
The  prefent  incumbent  could  not  afford  to  lay  out  money 
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Tn  a  proce&  of  this  kind,  without  public  aid,  by  whicfar 
He  has  hitherto  not  profited;  and  therefore  judged  it 
more  eligible  for  himfelf  to  put  up  with  his.  prefent  fitua^ 
tion,  than  involve  himfelf  in  a  law-fuft,  which  might  be 
attended  with  an  expenco  far  above  his  circumftances  to 
bear.  It  may  almoft  indeed  be  looked  upon  as.  a  problem- 
why  the  manfe  fliould  be  placed  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
the  places  of  worlhip.  In  anfwer  to  this,  prior  to,  and 
during  the  incumbency  of  Mr  William  Blaw,,  who  was  or- 
dained to  this  charge  fome  time  after  the  Revolution,,  there 
was  one  of  the  places  of  worihip  only  one  milediftant  fzon\ 
the  manie.  But  this  houfe  was  fuffered  to  go  to  ruin  in 
the  time  of  Mr  Bkw's  incumbency,  and  was  never  after 
repaired  or  rebuilt  ta  any  of  the  prefent  incumbent's  two^ 
predeceflbrs.  For  a  confiderable  time  there  was  only  one 
place  of  worihip  in  the  ifland  of  Wellray,  and  this  too  bl- 
ooming ruinous  in  the  lafl  incumbent's  time,  the  heritors 
at  lad  thought  of  building,  a  centrical  church  for  the  whole 
ifland ;  but  however  beneficial  to  the  heritors,  minifier,  and 
people,  this  fcheme  was  entirely  dropped,  and  upon  this  the* 
heritors  refolved  to  have  two  places  of  worihip  as  formerly,, 
to  the  great  inconveniency  both  of  the  minifter  and  people. 

Stipend. — State  of  the  minifter's  ilipend  in  Weftray  and 
Papa  Weftray,  at  the  converfion  of  L.  a  Scots  per  miel  of 
bear,  on  the  bear  pundler  of  Orkney,  L.  4  Scots  per  miel 
of  malt,  and  L.  7,  4  s.  Scots./^r  miel  of  oat-meal,  and  L.  jq 
Scots  ^r  barrel  of  butter : 

To  36  mieb  two  fettina  of  bear,,  and  in  fmall  parcels,  in  the 

name  of  vicarage  bear  teind,  -  L.  73     o    o 

To  4  miels  2  fettins  teind  malt,  -  16  13     4 

To  4  miels  teind  oat»meal,  -  a8  16    o 


Carried  over,     L.  118    9    4 
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Brought  Over, 
To  2  barrels  and  a  half  teind  butter. 
To  (beep  teind,  computed  to  be 
To  lamb  teind, 

To  calf  teind,  .  .  . 

To  money  ftipend,         .  «  . 

L.  548    8     4 

This  is  the  amount  of  the  fiipend  of  Weftraj,  as  giwn  in 
by.  the  prefeot  incumbent's  predeceflbr  to  the  Court  of 
Sei&on,  as  fiir  back  as  the  jear  1773,  when  he  commenced 
a  proceis  of  augmentation  againfl  the  heritors  of  Weftray  ^ 
atid  in  the  month  of  Auguft  17771  he  obtained  froih  the 
Court  a  decreet  of  modification,  decerning  and  ordaining  the 
ftipend  of  Weftraj  and  Papa  Weftraj  to  have  been  for  crop 
and  year  of  God  1773,  fince  fyne  and  in  time  coming,  36 
mieb  3  fettins  of  bear,  4  miets  2  fettins  of  malt,  4  meib 
oat-mea],  and  2I  barrels  of  butter,  with  L.55t:i7:4 
Scots,  and  L.  33  :  6  :  8  Scots,  for  furnifhing  the  commn- 
nion-elements.  It  appears,  therefore,  by  this  fiate^  that  the 
flipend  of  Weftray,  by  the  above  decree  of  modification,  is 
L.  778  :  13  :  4  Scots,  and  reckoning  along  with  this  the 
value  of  the  glebes,  and  a  little  kelp  burnt  by  the  minifter, 
the  flipend  of  Weflray  may  be  about  L.  70  Sterling  com- 
munibus  annis.  JBut  after  all  this  account  of  fiipend,  it 
muft  be  nnderflood,  that  there  is  no  decreet  of  locality  paA 
on  the  decreet  of  modification,  in  which  cafe,  all  this  atig. 
mentation,  which  amounts  to  L.  19  :  3  :  9  Sterling  per  an^ 
nuf»j  remains  in  the  heritors  hands,  ten  years  of  which  be- 
long to  the  prefent  incumbent,  and  the  other  ten  ycmrs 
aitigmentation  to  the  laft  incumbent's  heirs.  From  the 
above  Account,  the  flipend  of  Weftray  is  in  a  very  rniaous 
dilapidated  ftate  at  prefent,  nor  will  it  be  eafy  for  tlie  pre- 
fent 


fait  iscttmbent  Co  get  the  ftipead  pot  upon  a  better  footbg, 
without  the  affiftance  of  the  pablic  funds  of  the  Church. 

Minifiers  Names ^  who  im  fucc^ffion  have  fiUed  the  charge 
in  theparijb  of  Wejhayfitce  the  RevohtUm^—l&x  William 
BlaW|  the  firll  fettled  here  after  that  period,  there  is  no  re- 
cord of  the  date  of  his  fettlement  or  death.  Mr  Andrew 
Cowaa,  fettled  27th  June  17351  died>28th  July  17(0.  Mr 
Nicd  Spencet  fettled  2ad  Jaljr  1761^  died  astfa  April 
17S3 :  And  Mr  James  I;eat»  fetded  15th  April  1784. 

Poor.^— The  number  of  poor  00  the  roll  in  the  iflands  of 
Wefiray  and  Papa  Weflcay  are  <So  and  upwards,  for  the 
fopport  of  which  the  money  arifing  fr<Mn  coUeftions,  fines, 
\i€*  is  by  no  means  adequate.  Al)  Che  money  calleAed 
in  this  way,  good  and  bad,  does  not  exceed  L.  9  Sterling 
yearly,  from  which  muft  be  deduded  one  third  part  at  leaft 
£or  bad  copper,  and  out  of  the  remaining  final!  fum,  the 
iveoeator  and  kirk-oiScer  are  paid  their  refpeftive  falaries. 
It  may  be  a  fubjeft  of  enquiry  then,  by  what  means  are 
foch  a  numerous  poor  fujq^rted?  Surdyi  at*  this  rate,  one 
ibonld  think  that  they  muft  be  in  a  very  deplorable  condi- 
Cicm.  They  are  fupplied  from  the  families  who  are  in'any 
kind  of  tolerable  circumftances.  Such  of  the  poor  who  are 
able  to  come  out,  go  from  houfe  to  houfe ;  thofe  again 
who  are  confined  by  old  age,  infirmity,  or  difirels  of  any 
kind,  employ  fbme  friend,  neighbour,  or  acquaintance,  to 
sik  alms  for  them ;  but  to  fucb  as  have  no  body  to  pro- 
cure any  thing  for  them  in  this  way,  the  aeceffaries  of  life 
are  lent  to  their  own  houfes.  It  is  a  confideration,  in- 
deed, which  is  very  much  to  the  credit  and  honour  of  this 
place,  that  by  fuch  a  mode  the  poor  are  tolerably  provided 
for }  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  no  doubt  a  very  confiderable 
burden  on  the  inhabitants. 

Voi^XVI.  Kk  After 
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After  ally  the  minifter  of  Weftraj  is  very  fecfible,  that 
if  any  plan  could  be  adopted  here  for  eftabliihing  a  poors 
rate,  this  would  lay  the  burden  of  the  poor  more  equally 
on  the  inhabitants  of^  any  pari(h,  and  more  efpeci-idly  09 
the  rich  landholders,  who  are  unqueftionably  obliged  to 
aflefs  therofelves  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  when  the 
public  funds  of  a  parifh  are  infufficient  for  this  purpofe. 

Schools^  ^r«— With  regard  to  the  date  of  this  parifh  as  to 
a  fchool  or  fbhools  for  the  education  of  youth,  and  their 
inftrudion  in  Chriftian  knowledge,  it  has  been  in  a 
very  deilitute  condition  for  many  years  paft.  In  the  year 
1792,  there  was  a  teacher  firft  fent  from  the  Society  for 
Propagit^inj:;  Chriftian  Knowledge ;  but  he,  upon  obtaining 
a  better  place  in  his  own  country,  vi%  the  county  of  Mo- 
ray, left  thi^  parifti  a  little  before  Whitfunday  laft.  By 
another  application  to  the  Society  for  the  continuance  of 
their  bounty,  there  is  fome  profped  of  a  fchool  being  again 
eftablifhed  in  this  place,  upon  the  fame  bounty,  at  Whit- 
funday firft.  It  muft  naturally  occur  to  every  thinking 
and  welldifpofed  mind,  that  the  numerous  youth  in  this 
place  muftT)e  in  a  very  deftitute  condition  for  want  of  edu- 
cation, when  they  grow  up  to  men  and  womens  eftate 
without  being  taught  to  read.  In  a  lift  of  the  number  of 
fouls,  which  was  accurately  takeii  up  in  this  parifh  two 
years  ago,  the  number  of  children  at  ten  years  and  under 
amounted  to  360.  What  is  to  be  expeded  froni  children 
thus  trained  up  in  ignorance,  and  deprived  of  th6  means  of 
religious  knowledge  in  their  youth  ?  It  is  too  obvious  to 
make  any  comment  upon  it.  This  is  an  evil  which  will 
not  be  eafily  removed,  without  the  interpofition  of  public 
aid,  as  many  of  the  inhabiunts  arc  in  very  poor  and  indi- 
gent circumftances, 

Poptihtion. 
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Pofttlotiot$f  ISc^^^Acccrrding  to  Dr  Webfteft  the  nnmber 
of  foub  in  1755  was  lapo.  The  Dumber  at  prefeiit 
(1793)  in  the  poriih  of  Weftray^  comprehending  the  iflands 
of  Wefttay,  and  Papa  Weflray,  with  the  proportion  of 
males  and  females,  and  namber  of  houfes,  are  as  follow  r 

Houfes.  Males.  Females*  Total. 

*05  759  870  1629 

Births  and  Baptifins  within  the  parilh  of  Weflray,  fince 
the  15th  April  1784: 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1784, 

14 

16 

30 

1785. 

«9 

10 

29 

1786, 

»3 

31 

34 

1787, 

3X 

H 

35 

'        1788, 

«3 

12 

35 

X789, 

at 

14 

35 

1790, 

16 

*7- 

33 

*79i. 

»9 

t6 

35 

X79», 

«7 

«4 

31 

«793» 

* 

s8 

if 

55 

X91 

i6t 

35a 

Marriages  in 

the 

parifh 

of  Weftray  fince  the  9th  May 

1784:  ■ 

% 

Year.      Marriages. 

Year. 

Marriages. 

1784, 

4 

Brought  overg 

49 

»785.     . 

4 

X790, 

15 

1786, 

xz 

«79i. 

4 

»787. 

4 

»79a. 

z8 

1788, 

>4 

«793» 

16 

1389, 

12 

— 

Total,      xoa 

Carried  over,  49 
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Pud  to  the  hcriton  of  rtal  usb^  L.  jof  #  # 

To  rcfitt  few,  and  tfiad  pajA  to  Sir  Tkomas 

Doadai,  the  fnperior,  *        l8#  •  m 

Red  rent  to  the  pH)prietor  of  tho  lAuid  ^i 

FipaWtftrayt  -  -  70  o  a 

To  Sir  Tkomas  Dondtt^  £ctt  and  teind,  48  o  *o 

e 

Total,        *        L.6o3  o  o 

Qnantitj  of  kelp  bnnit  yearly  in  Wcftray,  ftSo  tons. 

In  theiflandofPapaWeftray,  •  70 

Total,       •        350  tons. 

Number  of  ploughs  kr  the  iffand  of  Weftfay»  one  half  wid» 

four  horfies,  the  other  half  with  three,  -  144 

Ploughs  in  Papa  Weflny,  *  •  14 

Totals        •        x6& 

Number  of  oxen-carts  in  Welln^t  with  two  oyen  in  die 

cart,  employed  in  HMmnring  the  land,  lie.  45 

in  Papa  Wefbay,  -  -  5 

Total        •        50 

Kumber  of  boats^  horfes,  homed  oattk,  jDbeep,  and  fi^e  in 

pariflk  of  Weftray : 
Boats,  -  8ft      Sheep,  ««  1843^ 

Hories,  *  895      Swine,  -  417 

Horned,  cattle  S074  ' 

It  wiB  be  neceflary  to  obferve  under  this  artich^  that 
the  boats  mentioned  in  the  above  lift  are  not  properly  filh- 
ingrboatsi    Thereave  none  in  this  pariib  who  cam  tfaeiv 

braad 


k 
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lifid  bj  iftlflg.  It  18  troci  tbefii  boats  fometimes  go  t<» 
•  Cm  £Br  Ao  porpofe  of  fiihiag  cod,  cooths,  and  tibrics^  which 
are  the  fmall  or  young  cooths.  All  the  fifli  the  people 
'  take  in  this  way  are  confamed  in  their  own  families ;  and 
•&  the  fifll  they  can  catch  are  bat  a  fmall  pittance  for  their 
fnppott*  Fifliing  on  this  coaft  wonld  be  a  very  precarious 
bnfinefa ;  there  has  fcarcely  been  taken  here,  for  years  pafty 
Utk  of  any  kind.  The  above  boats  are  necellarily  kept  by 
the  people  for  pafling  ferries,  and  thereby  tranfporting  hi- 
ther and  thither  whatever  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iltands 
have  oocafion  for. 

Ftjberyf  (^r.— -There  is  cod-filhing,  though  very  incon- 
fideraUe,  both  on  the  fouth  and  north  fide  of  Weftray ; 
bot  the  north  fea  is  by  far  the  beft  fifhing  ground,  where,  in 
feme  particubr  feafons,  there  has  been  both  cod  and  ling 
taken,  though  not  for  years  pail,  in  any  confiderable  quan- 
does. 

Coodis  are  a  fpccies  of  filh,  which  in  this  country  they 
caH  greyfifh.  The  proper  feafon  for  taking  thefe  fidi 
commences  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  continues  till  the 
month  of  Attguft,  and  fometiqies  longer,  if  the  weather  be 
fiivourable. 

The  time  of  fifliing  the  young  cooths  or  tibricks,  begins 
about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and  continues  through  the 
wister,  if  thq  feafon  is,  favourable. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  filh  caught  here,  called  the 
dog-fiib,  about  the  fize  of  a  middling  cod,  with  s^  large 
he^d  \  they  are  but  a  coarfe  kind  of  fiib ;  what  renders 
them  valuable  is,  that  their  livers  yield  a  goodly  quantity 
9f  the  ytxy  bell  oil.  Thr  feafon  for  catching  tbeie  fiih  is 
Ihe  SuDe  with  that  of  the  cooths. 

With  regard  to  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  currents,  and 
ftnmdings  among  the  iflands,  the  bed  information  on  this 

head 
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head  is  to  be  got  from  Mr  Murdoch  Mackenzie's  dranghts, 
"where  all  thefe  particulars  are  laid  down  in  the  moft  acco* 
rate  manner. 

Jlfi7/p.— In  Weftray  there  are  three  water-mills  and  one 
wind-mill.     In  Papa  Weftray,  one  water-mill. 

Number  of  ^radefmen  of  different  kinds  in  the  Pari/b  of 


Wejray. 

Weavers 

23     Boatbuilders, 

S 

Shoemakers^ 

5     Blackfmiths, 

2 

Tailors, 

5     Merchants, 

4 

Wrights, 

3    In  all. 

47 

Shippings  i^c. — Two  floops  of  between  70  and  80  tons 
burden  belong  to  the  ifland  of  Weftray.  Thefe  veflels  for 
the  moft  part  are  employed  in  carrymg  kelp  to  the  mar- 
ket. 

On  the  N.  and  W.  of  the  ifland  of  Weftray,  there  is  one 
good  fecure  harbour,  called  Pyrawall;  this  harbour  can 
admit  vefiels  only  of  a  fmall  burden. 

Antiquities.^'hX,  the  head  of  the  bay  which  forms  the 
harbour  ftands  a  ftately  Gothic  ruin,  called  the  caftle  of 
Noltland,  part  of  which  has  never  been  finiflied.  This 
houfe  is  built  at  a  (mail  diftance  from  the  ftiore,  and  ftands 
on  an  eminence  gently  declining  towards  the  fea.  The 
face  of  the  ground  between  this  ruin  and  the  fea  is  a  beauti- 
ful green,  covered  with  the  richeft  pafture  in  the  fummer 

feafon. 

#  Perhaps  it  'mij  appear  pretty  odd  that  the  lift  of  flioeniakers  is  fo 
fmaU,  and  that  there  is  no  mention  of  coopers.  The  realbn  it  this,  thaS 
many  in  the  parifli  can  make  Ihoes  of  a  coarfer  kind,  yet  they  do  not  live 
by  this  bufinefsT^  fo  in  like  manner  there  are  feterals,  who  can  work  in 
the  cooper  buliners^  though  none  do  it  folely  for  thehr  fubfiftenct. 
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•  

feafon.     There  is  a  traditionary  account  here,  that  this 

houfe  was  intended  as  a  place  of  retreat  for  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  and  Bothwell  from  the  then  prevailing  diflurbances  ; 
but  upon  Mary  and  Bothwell's*  defeat,  the  caftle  of  Nolt* 
land,  and  fome  adjoining  lands,  were  granted  to  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Balfour,  who  put  the  Balfour's  arms 
on  this  houfe.  This  gentleman  was  either  a  brother,  or  a 
near  relation  of  a  Sir  James  Balfour,  who  was  Governor  of 
ibe  CafUe  of  Edinburgh  at  that  time.  Though  this  caftle 
of  Noltland,  and  the  adjoining  lands,  are  now  the  property 
of  another  family,  yet  Mr  John  Balfour  of  Trenaby,  the 
defcendent  and  reprefentative  of  the  above  proprietors  of 
Noltland,  has  ftill  a  confiderable  properly  in  Weftray. 

In  feveral  places  along  the  fliorcs  of  the  ifland  of  •Well- 
ray  you  meet  with  graves,  which  are  certainly  of  a  very 
ancient  date.  On  the  north  weft  ftiore  of  this  ifland,  and 
not  far  from  the  houfe  of  Trenaby,  fome  of  thefe  graves 
were  opened  a  few  years  ago,  and  among  the  afhes  were 
found  one  or  two  fliort  fabrcs  or  fwords,  which  were  per- 
fedly  entire  as  to  the  ihape,  though  much  confumed  with 
rull.  There  was  alfo  found  at  the  fame  time,  in  one  of  thefe 
graves,  a  fmall  drinking  veflel,  though  it  could  not  be  ea- 
fily  difiinguifhed  of  what  materials  it  was  made.  When  or 
how  thefe  bodies  came  to  be  lodged  in  this  place,  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  common  place  of  interment,  is  not  eafy 
to  conjedure.  But  when  fpeaking  of  thefe  things,  the  mi- 
sifter  of  Weftray  rouft  take  notice,  that  there  are  two  re- 
markable graves  by  the  fea-ftiore,  at  half  an  Englifti  mile 
from  the  manfe.  The  one  of  thefe  graves  is  large,  the 
other  of  a  fmaU  fize ;  the  latter,  which  is  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  larger  grave,  is  placed  within  a  fmall  circle  of 
ftones,  which  is  equal  with  the  furface  of  the  grave.  The 
pofition  of  thefe  graves  is  from  N.  to  S.  with  four  grey 
ftones  fet  on  edge,  and  placed  at  equal  diftaaces  from  one 

another. 
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another,  tod  in  a  cro&  dtredion  from  the  one  end  of  tha 
grave  to  the  other.  Thefe  graves  are  certainly  of  very 
great  antiquity,  and  perfefily  agree  with  OiBaa  and  Fin^ 
gal's  defcription;  which,  as  above,  is  four  grey  flones 
placed  on  edge  and  acrofs  the  grave  from  head  to  foot,  and 
at  equal  diftances  from  one  another.  That  thefe  places  are 
iiepulchres  of  the  dead,  there  can  be  no  donbt ;  the  minifter 
of  Weftray  law  on  this  fame  ground  (which  confifh  entire- 
ly of  land)  different  human  bones,  and  particniarly  a  flrall, 
pretty  entire.  * 

JW. — ^There  is  only  one  peat  mois  in  the  ifland  of 
ttTeftray,  and  none  other  in  the  parifh ;  this  is  thecxcbifivc 
property  of  one  heritor,  who  a  few  years  ago  has  prohi* 
bited  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  from  the  benefit  of  this 
xnois,  excepting  hb  own  tenants.  Neith^  can  this  necef- 
fary  article  be  procured  from  any  of  the  neighbonring 
iflands,  the  proprietors  there  bebg  equally  tenacious  of 
their  property,  and,  at  the  &me  time,  under  fome  appre- 
heniions  of  thefe  mofles  waaring  oat,  neither  money  nor 
intereft  can  prevail  with  them  to  ferve  the  inhabitants  of 
Weftray  with  an  article  fo  much  needed.  This  is  a  moft 
diftrefliog  confideration  to  a  great  number  of  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  Weftray;  and  indeed  it  appears  fimply  impoflible 
lor  a  great  mafiy  of  thefe  to  fubfift,  unlefi  a  fupply  of  coal 
be  henceforth  imported. 
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NUMBER  XV. 
PARISH  or  GLENELG, 

(CotmxT  tyr  iKvftkESs,  Synod   of  Glenisio^  akb 

Pft£SBTTERT  OF  LoCHCARRON), 
fy  tie  Rev.  Mr  CotiN  Maciver,  Minifter. 


Origin  ^ibi  i^^a^i^ 

GLEN£LG|  the  ancient  and  modern  name,  is  fuppofed 
to  be  made  op  of  the  Gaelic  words,  gUn^  iignifying 
a  valej,  aod/#%>  hunting  ^  oigkn^  ^yallej,  and  elid^  a 
loe. 

Singatioftf  Extent^  and  Sur/acej-^Tht  parilh  lies  in  the 
Gonoty  of  lovecnefi^  Synod  to  which  it  gives  its  name, 
and  pr«ibjtery  of  Lochcarron.  It  is  divided  into  three 
diftrids :  ijl^  Glenelg,  where  the  church  and  manfe  are  ii- 
tuatedy  the  property  of  Colonel  Macleod  of  Madeod  \  %d^ 
Knowdort»  feparated  from  Qlenelg  by  an  arm  of  the  fea 
called  Lochumi  the  property  of  Macdonells  of  Glengarrj 
and  Scothoufe  \  3^  North-morror,  feparated  from  Know- 
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dort  bj  another  arm  of  die  fiea,  called  Lochnemvis*  tkepio*- 
pertj  of  the  fiunilj  of  Lovat.  The  pariih  maj  be  foppo«- 
fed  to  extend  from  N«r  to  Sv  about  ^ao^miks,  and  the  fame 
number  of  miles  from  £.  to  W.  It  b  boanded  on  the 
N.  £.  and  £.  by  Ae  parifli  of  GUenlheal,  coonty  of  Ro&»  a 
ridge  of  hillrmakiAg  the  divifion ;  on  the  S.  £•  and  S.  bj 
the  ottt-ikirts  of  the  countries  of  Glengarry  and  Lochaber ; 
on  the  S.  W.  by  the  frefli  water  lake  called  Loch-morror, 
this  lake  dividing  the  pari(h  of  Ardmunorachnaa  from  that 
of  Glenelg ;  and  on  the  N.  W.  bj  the  navigable  and  much 
frequented  foatid  that  feparates  the  ifland  of  Sky  from  the 
continent  of  Great  Britatnt 

In  the  diftrift  of  Glenelg  there  are  two  vallies,,.  througb. 

each  of  which  a  river  runs }  the  inhabitants  refide  in  fepe- 

rate  villages  on  each  fide  of  the  rivers;  their  arable  land 

extending  along  the  banks,  and  on  the  declivity  of  the 

lulls ;  fome  of  them  alfo  dwell  on.  Lochiim«fide.    Lxthia 

diftri£l  the  foil  is  good*;  part  of  a  deep  black  loam,  and 

part  of  a  fandy  gravel,  formerly  the  bed  of  the  rivers, 

yielding  crops  of  potatoes  and^  oat9»  and  the  hills  aflhid  good 

pafiure  for  cattle.    Ih  I^nowdort  the'  inhabitants  dwell  in 

villages  bordering  on  the  fea,  along  the  fides  of  Locham 

*and  Lochneavis  \  here  the  foil  is  in  gentod  light,  yielding 

crops  of  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes.    The  hills,  though  high, 

'  are  mollly  green  to  the  top,  and"  afibrd  excellent  pafture  for 

all  kinds  of  cattle.    North-moxroc  is  rocky  and  mooiftattn- 

ous,  moiUy  adapted  for  cattle. 

'  jiir  and  Climate, — ^The  afr  is  rtioifi,t}ie  rains  being  fire« 
quent,  as  the  wind  moftly  blows  from  the  S.  and  W. ;  not^ 
withflandiDg,  the  people  are  healthy.  The  conftant  but 
xhoderate  exercife,  which  ia  necelTary  for  herding  the  cat- 
tle, and  the  fea-air  enjoyed  during  the  fi&ing-feafons,  are 
&Vourable  tohealth«     There  ate  at  ptefent  in  the  difhi£b 

of 
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tff'Gleiielg  63  perfent  from  the  «ge  of  70  tor^Sor  anS  up- 
wardi,  a8  may  be  feen  from  the  fallowing  flate  of  the  pa-  ^ 
poItdoD,  as  alcf rttfined  in  the  year  Ty9$* 

Male%     .  -  -        63s  Weaken  and  WenfTer- 

£emfie«»        »  -  ^5J  *    eflfeiw  -  as 

Tailors,        •      -:  .8 

Total  inhafaitanto,         J1286  Clerj^mant     ..     -       .    z 
Soppofiedto  emigrate  . .      .  $ehooUnafier%     <    •  a 

finm  the  year  1779 .  Mexch^t,        .»         .        1 
to  Z774,         i-*      .  ^60,  MiUeii,        ...         a 

Emifrated  4|i  «785»         14  Iiv^po^per^        ,    .  ^ 

Ditto  in  1787,       *        «e 

Ditto  in  X79jk        -       230  In  the  diftciA  of  Knowdort. 

Ann.  average  of  birth$,    38  Frotefi^nts,  .      -  Z50 

Dittaof  oaartiages,  la  -  Proteftant  miffionary,         t 

Heads  of  6ffiilie8»  178  PapiOsyv  .  850 

Under  ao  years  oldt     .  4aa  Pneftt  z 

Between  10  and  »Ot       23%  Surgeon,         .  ?  ^ 

■    '  ao .and  50,       456  Einigrated  &om  Kn^v- 


50  and  7O9        134    .    dort  from,  the  year 


From  70  and  upward*^ .  ^3-.       277010x793,  800. 

Smiths*        .       :     .        a    Papiasin|North-morror,46o 
Wrights,         •        .  jD    Prieft,  ,     ..  ^. 

Total  inhabitants  i^  Gknelj^  •  -^  1^86 

Ditto  in  Knowdort,  «  -  ,  1000 

Ditto  in  North-morroTy  «  •  460 

Inhabitants  of  the  whole  parifty  -^     -  274^' 

Emigrated  at  different  periods  from  Gleadg,  (fup« 

pofed)  ...  3a4 

Ditto  from  Knowdort,        .  *  -  -         800 

The  retoro  to  Dr  WeblCer,         -  ^  z8i6- 

SeeJ^ 
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Stei*tim  'Mi  HaHteJ^^THt  Q$m  wate  comiiioid j  tc^rh^ 
ia  the  Utter  end  of  M«rcii  aod  bcgisinifig  of  Apitl  i  itftme«* 
diatelj  thereafter  the  ^poMsoe*  are  phnted,  and  then  the- 
barley.  The  haj-harveft  commences  the  latter  end  of 
Jnly  and  beginning  of  Attgafi,  moMy  raifed  from  meadow 
grounds  the  b^rby^Htl  oats  are  cut  down  in  SepteAkr' 
and  O&ober  $  but  owiflg  lo  tho  delqges  of  rain  ikat  too 
often  fall  about  thb  ftafoii  of  the  year,  the  hay  as  well  as 
other  crops  are  often  mft  i^cnnsd  till  Noven^b^r.  Gfs« 
zing  feems  to  beUhe  oM)r  kind  of  farming  for  whirii  thk 
country  is  adapted  i  from  neceiBty,  aild  HOC  ^oiocr  agti- 
culture  is  carried  on ;  the  frequent  rains,  together  «itb  the 
iflundations  of  the  Hvet»,  {ytov#  fo  deftrofti^ 'te  t^  ftoder 
the  crops  fometimes  infipid  andlifelefs;  but  tht'ptlce  cC 
meal,  which  j»  e6n(id«fafaly  advanced  fince  itievkttt  oom- 
bill  pafled  in  Parliofhenti  will  fHU  urge  them  te  coimooc 
t&eir  old  n^ethod  6f  &MJtl^  wkh  all  its  fSMviMagdi,  it 
beixTg  iippofEble  to  purehafe  the  qtiantity  required  at  fodi 
ejiorbitant  prices.^  In  tile  Vfioft  ftit^Mirabl^lEetftM^  tfit  cro|>s 
rftifed  are  barely  fuffitient  for  the  maJhtt^Mhe^  of-  their 
families  during "three^fourtfcr  of  tht  year  ;  alid  in'  fumtircT, 
the  fuppKes  from  other  fnarketi  are  always  ftanty^nd 
precarious,  owiii^  to  the  fediout  -navigation  firom  the  eall 
of  Scotl^md,  and  the  tmprajti'bility  of  land-carriage  over  a 
billy  difiriQ,  qiore  than  50  com|mted  miles  in  length. 

Black  Cixtth  and Sbecp.'^Tiht  cqws  in  this  parifLare  of  a 
good  kind,  well  (haped  and  piled,  and  being  feldom  houfed, 
very  hardy ;  and  thofc  reared  on  the  larger  farms  are  per- 
haps equal  to  moft  flocks  on  the  weft  cdaft,  particular  atten* 
lion  being  paid  by  the  farmefi  in  keeping  handfondie  and^ 
proper  bulls  ^  but  they  juflly  complain,  that  the  prices 
fetched  are  not  equal  to  the  expence  and  pains  taken  in 
rcariag  them  :  fuch  cattle,-whcn  fcld  in  f  nrccls,  give  from 


L.  3,  xas.  to  L.  4  SterHng;  $od  thof^  ibid  by  the  lowi;f 
ck&af  teiiaiiMflqMb  from  two  tf^tfar«egiiiiitadeaeh.  Th* 
etete  of  S€Qtl|oufe«  u$  alfe  a  grcac  pdrt  of  Gletigftrrjp's  pro« 
pettjt  together  wiUi  one  fsurm  en,MacIeod's  eftate,  are 
moftlj  bid  ottt  in  &eep-w^Uis ;  the  iheep  are  of  the  bltfck- 
£»ed  kind,  and  are  thought  to  be  good»  as  the  wedders  of 
three  jears  old,  reared  on  two  of  the  farms,  haye  hitherto, 
given  from  13  s.  to  16  s.  each  at  an  average.  The  white 
wool  &Us  from  ds,  to  8  s.  and  ihe  tared  wool  from  4  s.  to 
69.  the.ftone.  The  qmatity  fold  is  liippofed  to  benp- 
wards  of  1590  ftones,  Greenock,  I>ismbartoo,  and  Liter** 
pool,  being  the  portt  to  which  it  is  carried,'  and  fome  of  it 
aUbdifpofed  of  to  the  country  peopU.  Emigratbn  is  thought 
tier  be  owing  in  a  great  ^teafbre  to  the  ifitrodu£tion  of  iheep, 
as  one  man  often*  rents  a  &rm  wheiPt  formerlj  many  fa* 
xnffies  Uted  comfortably ;  and  if  the  rage  for  this  mode,  of 
farming  goes  on  with  the  -fame  rapidity  it  has  done.  &r 
fome  yean  baefe^  it  is  «o  be  apfkrthendf  d  enigratioa  will 
ftttt  increafe.  But  this  is  not  fdely  the  caufe ;  the  high 
rents  demanded  by  landlords,  the  increafe  of  population, 
and  the  Aatteriag  ft^onts'  recei'^ed  from  their  friends  in 
Amerioai  do  sAio  eoQtribute  to  the  erril. 

F|^w-<»SkMe,  ling,  and  cod  are  to  be  got  along  tke  coaft 
of  the  parifli,  bot  fythe  or  pollock  is  caught  in  the  greateft* 
abundance,  which  19  fummer  is  chiefly  the  fapport  of  the 
poor  people.  The  herriog-filiing  deferves  to  be.  particn* 
larly  mentioned,  as  in  Locfanm.they  make  their  appearance' 
lb  early  as  Jaly,  and  continite  from  that  period  to  the  mid- 
dle of  aotamo.  Here  the  buffes  from  the  frith  of  Clyde 
commonly  aflemble  flrft,  befides  a  vail  number  of  boatSr^hich 
croud  together  from  the  neighbouring  pariihes  and  ifles  ad*' 
jacent*  It  ia  computed  for  fome  years  back  30^000  bateeb 
have  been  annually  caught  in  this  loch  j  but  the  want  of 

fait 
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ftit  prevents  the  fiatfves  from  tw Ding  to  adi^tatge  this 
iKMintj  <A  Providence,  which  from  their  local  fitoadoa 
they  might  otherwlfe  do ;  at  prefent,  they  are  cootoit  widi 
iiifaing  a  barrel  of  two  to  help  the  maintenance  of  Iheir  fa-^ 
milies.  Certainly  it  moft  be  an  impolitic  law  that  impoiiBS 
fe  high  a  duty  on  one  of  die  uoft  neoeOaiy  ankles  4tf«on- 
Ihmption  in  life. 

*  Birds^  and  wild  jtmrnoh.^-Thc  migntory  iirds  are,  Che 
iwalloWy  the  cuckoo,  the  field*fare,  and  wood-cock«  The 
hirda  of  prey  are  the  eagle,  the  raven,  and  grey  crow,  wiik 
three  fpecies  of  the  hawk,  and  tiwa  of  the  kite.  The  gaflae 
birds  are,  die  tarmargan,  groofe,  black-cock,  Ihipe,  heatb* 
hen,  with  a  few  partridge*  The  a^piatic  birda  are  fuch  as 
are  common  on  the  weft  coaft.  The  •deer  and  roe  fiill  fre* 
quent  the  hills  and  woods  on  Locham-fide ;  the  naouiLtaia 
Kate,  together  with  the  fos,  the  badger,  and  weaJel,  are  iui« 
dves  of  this  ceiuitry4  and  the  amphibious  animak  are  tha 
leal  and  otter. 

2id^f.*— The  tides  run  very  ftrongi  heth  in  Lodhura  aad 
Lochneavis ;  but  the  moft  remarkable  current  in  thb  pariih, 
or  perhaps  in  all  the  weft  coaft,  is  to  be  feen  at  Kyhrea^  the 
name  sf  the  found  that  feparates  Sky  from  the  main  land ; 
ac  fpring-tides  it  runs  fo  rapidly  as  to  render  it  impoffible 
ibr  any  Teffd  to  pals  through  with  a  frefli  bveeze,  and  the 
wind  never  lb  favourable.  Mackenzie,  in  his  chart,  ree- 
konsitaveloetty  equal  to  nine  ootes  an  hour.  Over  this 
found  the  hlack  cattle  annually  driven  to  market  from  Sk  j^^ 
and  part  of  the  Long-ifland  are  ihade  to  fwim )  andthoagh 
the  cui;rent  is  fo  very  firong,  yet  few  accidents  happea. 
The  number  cannot  be  exadly  afcertained,  but  in  general, 
they  may  be  redconed  about  20oo, 

jlntiyuities* 
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'  jtUSpiiHis^r^Thett  have  b^ea  manj  cafllies  or  round 
towers  in  this  parilb»  tyro  of.  whioh  are  yet  pretty  ,entirer  • 
apd  are  much  vifited  by  travelleis.  There  are  variops 
opinions  refpefiing  the  ufe  they  were  intended  for;  but 
the  one  given  by  the  hte  learned  Dr  Macpherfon  of  Slate^ 
in  his  Antiqjuties^  o£  Scotland»  feems^  to  be  the  sfkofi  pvo^ 
babla.  There  is  aUb  fitnated  on  an«  eminence  above  the 
manCe  the  rebaains  of  an  old  fortification,  of  ¥rhich  Mr  Pea» 
sant  takes  notice  in  his  Tour;  befides»  there  isfliUtobe 
fcen  on  the  top  of  a  rock,  not  far  from  the  fea,  the  foundation- 
of  an  old  building  made  up  of  Aone  and  lime,  and  yet  there. 
is  no  tradition  concerning  it*  There  are  fome  tumuli  or 
barrows*  >  one*  of  them  being  opened  up  not  many  year& 
ago,  tbexte  was  found  in  it  an  urn,. containing aa iafuppofed 
the  aihes  of  fome  ancient  warrwr- 

Barracks. — In  the  year  1722,  fhortly  after  tbe  battle  of 
Glcnflieal,  Government  thought  it  neceflary  to  ere&  a 
linaU  fortification*  on  tho  weft  coaft,  and  pitched  on  a  fpot 
of  ground  in  this  parifli  a$  a  proper  iituation,  being  in  the 
dired  line  from  Fort  Auguftus  to  the  ifland  of  Sky.  From 
that  period  till  after  the  Z743,  there  were  commonly  one 
et  two  companies  of  foot  quartered  there ;.  but  fince,  a 
faialler  command  was  deemed  fufficient  ^  anc^  for  20  yeai;^ 
back  there  have  been  only  a  ferjeant  or  corporal^  with  a 
lew  privates*  Of  the  houfe  that  was  formerly  appropri^ 
ated  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiecs,  the  ikeleton  only  remains^ 
bat  the  officers  barracks  are  ilill  habitable. 

Cburch.'^Thz  Eving  of  this  paxiih  is  L.  55  :  17  :  7t4» 
46  bolls  of  oat<*meal,.  9  ftones  of  Dutch  weight  to  the  boU, 
which  at  an  average  may  be  valued  at  L.  41,  8  s,  and  xa 
boUs  bear,  at  the  converfioa  of  10  merks  Scots  />#r  boU^  be- 
fides  a  £mall  farm  annexed  to  the  church,  which  may  be 

valued^ 
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vobied,  iocliufiag  the  gkbe»  ac  L.  is,  fo  that  Ibe  vtlue  <d 
the  whole  liTttig  amoonti  to  L*  1x5  :  18  s  1 1^^  The  pee. 
ient  minifter  was  admitted  in  the  jear  X76a»  is  mamed, 
and  has  five  children,  three  feni  and  two  daii|pitefs.  Hii 
"pcedeoefion  ia  office  were  Meflrs  Donald  Madeod*  Ifor- 
doch  Mackod,  and  John  MorrifiMi.  The  diur^  b  fitnated 
near  the  fiea,  and  is  in  tolerable  good  order.  The  niai^t 
by  being  bnilt  on  an  eminenec,  is  much  eqpoCed  to  cfatf 
wefierly  winds ;  and  though  repured  in  the  year  X785,  ia 
far  from  being  at  prefent  in  a  fufficient  ftate.  Colonel  Bdae- 
leod  of  Macleod  is  patron  of  the  parifk 

Sbboe/. — The  ichoeUioiife  (lands  at  the  difla^ee  of  a 
fliort  mile  from  the  cbnvch.  During  the  fnmmer,  die  num- 
ber of  fcholars  that  attend  may  be  about  45.  The  lUarj 
is  300  merks  Scots,  paid  by  the  Laird  of  Macleod  and  the 
tenants  of  his  eftate  \  the  other  diflriAs  were  nerer  ceiTed 
with  any  proportion ;  die  emoluments  arifiag  to  the  (chool* 
mafter  are  trifling,  fo  that  his  income  will  not  much  exceed 
L.ao  Sterling.  It  is  melanohdy  to  think,  that  in  ^vtry 
part  of  Scotland  fo  litde  attention  ihoald  be  paid  to  the 
mo&  nfeful  members  of  fodety.  In  this  diAiift  there  is  a 
fchool,  folely  at  the  expeoce  of  the  inhabitants,  who  fend 
their  children  to  it ;  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  that  at- 
tend are  38.  In  Knowdort,  there  is  one  of  the  Society 
fchools  \  the  teacher  has  a  (alary  of  L.  za  Sterling  allowed 
him ;  and  fcholars  are  from  30  to  40  in  number. 

p^or.— -The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  of  this  parilh  at 
prefent  is  31 ;  they  feldom  or  ever  travel  to  beg  elfewhere  % 
are  fupported  chiefly  by,  the  inhabitants,  only  in  (imuner 
they  receiTc  a  imall  (iqiply  in  meal  from  the  funds  col- 
leded  upon  Sundays,  which  at  an  average  come  to  L.  7  or 
L.  8  Sterling  a-year. 


>Fmt*^Tkn  IM.^ftdd  itfe  «f  ia  this  ptrilh  is  peatn 
which  art  l^l^^ap.  gopd,  -<mkig  to  the  mby  fcf^ons,  a«d 
Cbe.aMftbth»g  at  a  difiance  firom  their  dwelliag*hoafes,  i^ 
a9licb  tifpOt  l^^KMqr,  »«d  cxp^oee  is  loA  in  fccnring  iham» 
dun  it  i»  a  laatfer  U  d^ubt  yiribetbor  coab  be  aot  cheaper, 
Thovgh  thejr  have  mi  yet  availed  th^mfelvea  of  the  libe* 
filitjr  W  ParliuDent  in  takiag  the  duty  off  coal,  it  is  pro* 
haUe  th^  will  Ibon  find  it  their  iatereft  to  import  it* 

CharaSir  of  the  laiabkattts.^^Tbe  tackfinen  of  this  pa- 
xiih  are  very  refpedalJei  Jboth  with  rj^ard  to  infbrmation 
and  propriety  of  coodufii  thej  live  comfortably,  and  ^re 
hoffntable  to  firangers ;  the  lower  claia  of  tenants  are  fober 
and  firidly  faooeft,  and  by  no  means  deficient  in  charity  tp 
thepoor*  If aman^fiidure  for  coarfe  cloths  on  a  finall 
fc^  was  eftabliibed  in  a  village  lately  planned  out  by  the 
Laird  of  Madeod,  it,  could  not  fail  of  fucceeding  and  ezpi* 
ploying  many  idle  h^nds.  The  raw  materials  are  to  be 
had  in  the  pariflif  and  can  be  convqre4  l^y  water  from  each 
ikq»herd*is  ftorehonfe  at  an  ea£|^  expence.  A  net-manu* 
faAore  might  be  carried  on  with  advantnge  alfo ;  the  fpin« 
mqg  of  the  hemp  and  twining  of  the  yam  would  employ 
the  okU  smd  the  making  of  the  nets:  promote  indnftry 
among  the  yoaag  f  very  little  capit^  wqold  be  cegpifite  for 
bo^  braoches.  In  this  village  there  are  at  prefent  up- 
wards  of  xoo  ibuls* 

Mifdellaneotu  Oifirvations.r^The  vali^d  rent  of  the  pa- 
ri(h  is  L.  3565  Scotch  ^  the  land- rent  cannot  be  afcertained, 
hot  mud  exceed  eonfiderably  L.  aooo.  As  there  are  no 
markeo  for  provifions,  their  prices  cannot  be  exadly 
known;  every  family  kill  for  themfelves  what  butcher 
meat  is  reqnifite.  Men  fervants  maintained  in  the  family 
receive  ^  ^rji/ii^xn  from  L.  a  to  L.3  for  wages }  the  wo» 
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men  from  lO  &•  to  L.  i,  befides  ihoesT  and  odier  caiiiftikki^ 
Wrights  receive  x%.fmr  day,  mod  their  vidtaab  \  a  tailor  is 
paid  p€r  piece,  befides  his  yi&iiali.   'The  roada  ai«  bdd } 
Government  propofed,  after  the  year  X745,  to  mdfce  a  mi- 
Istar J  road  from  Fort  Anguftus  to  Barnera^-barra^ks  in  Ihitf 
parifh,  and  to  build  bridges  over  the  rivers  and  bums/ fo 
as  to  render  it  paflable  for  the  troops  ^atid  other  travelkta* 
The  bridges  were  ficft  erefied  by  contradon,  who  flUMto 
choice  of  tbofe  parts  oyer  the  waters  where  materials  eoold 
be  had  at  the  cheapefi  rate  \  by  this  means  Ae  roads  were 
unavoidably  lengthened,  and  carried  over  fteep  and  high 
precipices,  up  and  down  hilL     This  made  the  charge  more 
troublefome  and  vexatious  to  the  military  who  laboured  at 
the  roads,  tfiat  in  no  place  or  part  was  the  road  made  fi|ffi« 
cient,  or  of  proper  dimenfions.    Frovoll  Brown  of  Elgin 
was  employed  in  fnmmer  1792  to  furvey  this  road,  atteild* 
ed  by  a  country  gentleman,  wel|  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
per line  to  be  followed ;  and  as  he  has  given  in  his  report, 
it  is  hoped  Oovenhnenk  wilt  foon  fee  this  neceflary  m^- 
lure  put  in  ezecutidn. '  As  this  line  of  road  is  the  ihorteft 
from  die  metropolis  to  the  ifland  of  ^' Sky  and  the  Long 
iHIand,  and  many  bridges  being  already  built,  by  whicU 
much  ezpence  might  be  fiived,  it  muft  appear  the  more  eli- 
gible to  have  thb  line  ^ntinUed.    Fi'om  its  pref^nt  fitua- 
tton  it  is  impofliMe  to-ride^it;  bytha  means  travellen 
are  neceflitated  to  freight  veflels  from  Airgylefliire  at  an 
enormous  expence.    A  ftage-houfe  in  the  middle  of  di^ 
bill  would  be  highly  proper  and  neceflary. 


Jtf  mUborg^  a;^ 


•  Parish  OF  wHiTHOkU, 

M  ■   •         ,'••■..■-      .  • '      '  .,  .  ■ 

CStvod  or  GALtxfkAX,  CooinT  Aviv  Presbtt£&t  or 

"     ■•      '       WlOtOH.  ■         ■ 

'  Bf  Isaac  Da^ibiibok,  D.  D.  * 


THIS  place  has  palTei  und^r.the  following  names t 
Candida  Caja,  I^ucopibia^  ot^Leucopbibia^  Wbitbern^ 
pr  Wbitherm*    It  is  now  called  Wbiibom. 

...  :.  .'..,.  Liueopibuk 

*  Li  ^  Statiftxail  Accomt  of  S«rbk,  jvoL  i.  p.  145.  thero  il  •aif- . 
take»  which  I  beg  leave  to  corre^. ,  It  is  .there  faid,  "  The  oak,  afli» 
**  beech,  alder,  fir/'  fee.  in  that  pafidi,  *'  are  equal  to  any  in  their  qna- 
**  Utf/*  -  This  is  right ;  the  iniftake  follows :  "  I.onl  Galloway  has 
M  found,  that  pruning  tqakes  'th^m  jgrow  witK  great  vigour.  By  eipe- 
"  riment  it  appears,  that  plants  which  were  pntnetl,  advanced  at  the  rate 
^  of  fotir  years  in 'fii,  before  thofe  which  were  n9t  pruned. ^* 

Upon  the  Ibove  paflage,  I  obferve : 

I.  That  I  never  knew  the  Earl  of  Oalloiray  or^r  trees  to  be  prumi^ 
•otefii  where  their  branches  becaoM  trqiUMbiiie  vpoo  the  roadi. 


LeucopHna  is  probably  a  comiption  of  Asim*  9atAeu  Tbo 
Campden  fappofes  was  Ptolemy's  tranflation  of  Candid 
Cafa  *9  which  tranicpb^rs  baxe.cbanged,  into  LntcofSnam 

As  the  RomaQ  and  Greek  names  fignif  j  a  white  hmft^ 
or  vyhke  boufis^  fi>  Whith(»n  is  fuppofed  to  have  the  fame 
meaning.  Campden  f^^  lorffh  ther  S^n^^Pif  fw  a 
veflel  of  any  kind  %'  adding,  that  fome  people  n£e  inkcm 
for  an  ink  veflel  %  but  it  feems  more  probable,  that  inkem 
18  a.corriq>tion  of:  lAkhoiPt  ^  a  por«ahk>ca&>|dv  theinftm* 
^  ments  of  writing,  commooly,OBiade  of  homf.*' 

As  there  are  the  remains  of  a  Roman  camip  wttfazn  one 
mile's  diftance  of  the  town,  may  not  Whithem  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  Vis  %'irfitef^  u  ^,,i^jtutmhj  ^ti^^hortU  ^  Via 
^ertut  might  eafily  pa(s  into  Vitem,  and  Vitem  again  into 
Whithern.  In  Britain,  the  V  is  often  changed  into  W, 
and-the-Winto  Vr  'Hm^nrLondop;  many  fajf,  ^  Weriy 
^  Vine,  and  Winegar,  are  wery  good  wittles,  I  wow.** 


Tthe  ^ovm  defcrthtd, — The  town  confifts^  chiefly  of 
fircet,  running  from  N.  to  S.  ]^roa^  thi^  ftre^t  there  are 
ieveral  alleys  ftretching  ta  the  £.  and  to  the  W.  ^  Abont 
the  centre  of  the  town,  there  is  a  good  ball  for  public  meet- 
ings, adorned  with  a  i^ire  and  turrets,  and  provided  with 
A  fet  of  bells.  A  beautiftil  ftream  of  water,  over  which 
there  is  a  good  bridge,  runs  acrois»the  main  ftreet,  dividing 
2t  nettiy  into*  two  eqnftl  parts.  The  honfes  are  genemtUy 
caveiM  with  flates^  and  made  very  commodious. , 

%,  1  did  not  rac^  19  ^fcribe  t&e  cjnick  growth  of  trtcs  to  fnmtng^  but 
to  cntting  over  in  an  horizontal  ditci^ion.  From  the  ftocks»  Ihoots  wili 
fpring  to  jttdify  my  remark.  This  treatment  I  haVe  only  knowa  ^qg^iitt^ 
to  oaks  and  aflMs ;   to  (rs  it  would  be,  death. 

*  See  Iva  Briunni^  hf  aibiBfci;t  ps  1 

t  Sec  JohaloB  t«  vtr^ 


-  Aiidei^  €^buteht  and  Pfi&f. ^^tJinizni  wlib  went  to 
K-omp  ifif  the  yetr  370V  wastnrdairied'a  Biihbp  of  the  Bri- 
tvmfty'and  fbahded  a  church  here  in  theC  fedrth  century; 
which  he'dedicated  to  St  Marim  ♦.  Of  this  chnrch,  no-^ 
thing  DOW  remains  but  ruins,  and  four  Gothic  arches^ 
^tbidk  w/ikt  part'  <tf  the  prcfent  place  of  public  worfhip. 
Thefc  arc  upon- high  gi'bund,  on  the  vrtfi  flde  of  the  towir/  ^ 
Her^  was^  a  Premqnftratenfion  Priory,  endowed  as  ,|bl- 

lowsi  •  ■  ? . '       -    ...  1--  '  '  r 

Faid  to  ir  of  niopey^  -  "L.  1016    ,^,  .4v     \ 

Of  bear,  15  chalderS|  14  bolls,  2  $rlots,  3-^  pecks. 

Of  mca],  (I  chaldersi  zj  bolls,  i  ^rlot,  3^^  pecks.' 

:-..-;.:  •'.♦'.;    1;     .-j 

*  H^e  »t>9ff^  Acoount  i^  cak^p  .from  the^coUedOTf^  b6cjk» 
madeis^t^ithseyo^r  1563.  Xlie  furplus  book,  ni^e  a» 
bMtrtbt^  y^r  X594»  make^:  it  imbie;  and  is  as  foUowa ^.t    * . 

Paid  ttt  it  of  morte/,  -  L,  1 159   '3'*  4    * 

Of  bear,  16'  c6al'der^,'  6  bolfe,  3  firlots.    ""  *  ' ^'  * '  *  ,  ~  / 
^    6fiiieaJ^53<Aaiacrti,ybdlls,  2  firiots:  *;    ' 

As  Keith  makes  no  menti^p  of  %«heat  beinj  p^id.to  thf^ 
Bilhop  of  Galloway,  to  this  Priory,  or  that  of  St  Mary 
Ifle,.to  diejy>beys  of  Dun4rena2^  New  Abbey,  ^Saulfeat, 
or  TMBgland,  it^ay  b9  prefumed  that  it  was  notpcod^ced 
» this  part  jof  the  country  4:. ,  i       .      '    c 

*    '      M     ..' .. .  :^ '  ».    •  i  • .  .• 

Antiquitj  of  i^e  P4ff''~W)h|tbprn  is.  a  place  of  great 

aatii|ittty^  as  it- was  a  ]^mai^  ^^i?^f  ^^  capital  of  the  No-> 

.  •    -.  ,  vanic^, 

,  *    -  *  .    • . 
•  Smith  ad  Bede,  p.  zo6.  and  Redpath's  Border  Hiil.  p.  20. 

t  KeUVs  Hift.  Appendix,  b.3.  p.  xSr- 

I  Since  writicig^^Kc  iJbove,«  frie&d  of  mine  tnrorms  m^,  (hti  Wheat  trar 
paid  t&the  Abbot  of  New  Abbey,  near  Clenltxce,  aaU  founds  hi&dpiaipo 
upon  a  charter  of  lands  in  diat  nesghbottrbood. 
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roams  are  large,  ccto^ering  Aa  tine  m  frhkfa  tbi^j  ftnexe 
boilt.  This  £»({  lop^s  ffowq  ilpoo  »  fiQlB  }ov(r  fecon^i^,  ff 
extent  efMMigb  to  giTe.  t)^.  l^eft  efeft  to  «  gtvnd  cbain  of 
aiooataios,  which  .arc  adorned  b^  wodds  rubbing  ftloUg 
their  >^&s^  and  waihed  by  tb^  rivier  Cree.  It  aHb  has  k 
Tiew  of  the  Baj  pf  Wigtop:  The  Veflels  jnbybg  <^pe« 
tbb  baj  and  the  river  now  m^tionedx  add  moth  t6  the 
beanty  of  the  fcene. 

The  garden  is  large,  cootiaoed  in  the  anient  ftjie  to 

eorrf  ^ood  to  the  bonfe^  and  ilrall  provided  with  ftmt.   Tbo 

box  hedges  and  yews  are  remarkable  fi>r  their  bewty,  an4 

'  feteral  curious  plants  flonrifh  her<  particnlaxlj  the  tulip 

uee, 

Hdgh  Stewart,  Efq;  of  Tonderghie,  has  bailt  a  very 
handPoiyiie  houie,  whieb  commands  »  view  of  Eagl^iid  and 
the  Ifljs  of  Man.  His  lands  being  expofed  to  ftorma  from 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  he  has  had  grc^it  difficulties  to  coa* 
tend  with  af  a  planter ;  but  his  found  judgment  and  per« 
fevering  tiimpert  whic^  have  enabled  him  to  give  the  high* 
eft  cfegfoe  of*  improvement  toihift  fauttny-eftate,  witt  fecure 
him  of  viftory  over  tb^  d^cidties,  or  aal^e  them  an 
eafy  conqueft  to  his  fom  Upon  thi^  eftate,  the  efieOi  of 
foarl  are  fern  to  the  .-greateft  adtrtelagt.  The  tend  bemg 
opv^r^.tritk  tbSsi  90i;inure,amoderale  chopping  takes  {dace. 
^-ftcr  which  it  is  laid  down  in  tbe^beft  order  ^  and  produ- 
ces the  finell  and  moft  luxuriant  paflure. 

The  Earl  of  Galloway,  and  Ms  bto^ber  the  Eknonrable 
Adknital  Ste^vatt,  are  both  planting  in  this  pariib,  and  im- 
proving- its  appearance.  .  * 

.  %itrmp5y  yrp.-t-Tbc  land  herte  is  well  fuited  to  turnips,  it 
bc^ng  fliarp  and  dry,  and  never  expofed  to  fevere  froAs. 
JTbis  ^ropi  however,  is  feldom  ufed,  though  its  ei$c&  in  £it- 
leaiog  old,  and  in  giving  bone  to  young  cattle,  are  great 

and 
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aildl  evident*  It  is  kmg  before  the  tide  of  opinion  turns  in 
£ivoar.of  mgnagempnt  plamlj  advantageous  ia  the  higheft 
dcfree.^  The  writer  oC  t^is  report  renxembers  the  time  in 
wl^ieh  t^ere  was  fcarcely  4  turnip  field  to  be  feen  in  Norths 
umhorbnd»  &oxburgh(biref  or  Berwickihire,  where  fuch 
fij44s  ure  Qow  fo  nauch  and  fo  juflly  valut:d.  The  fallow 
preceding  the  turnip,  and  the  turnips  thenafelvea,  being  of. 
facfa  high  confeqaence  to  a  wife  fjftem  of  agriculture,  it 
cittacn  ^  4f^i4>ted  that  the  people  will  foon  fall  into  the 
general  ufe  of  this  crop.  Thofe  who  bold  this  reafoning, 
verjr  cheap,  perhaps  remember  when  their  fathers  (like 
fpUM  PMtrie  in  Yorkihire  nonf)  tho|ight  themfelves  welt 
eiqplojed  io.p^ing  a^d  burpilig  their  fine  land. 

Thx$  pnt^ipfB  is  ev^r;.where  reprobated  in  Gallpwaj,. 
where  Imniii^  is  n^ver  perfprmed  but  in  deep  mofies. 
Th^  pr^fent  9kv<erfioa  to  t^rpip  and  falipwing,  will  fqon 
flttce  the  fome  j^tff.  Th^  gQpd  fenfe  of  the  people,  and- 
their  increafing  attention  to  potato  crops,  perfui^jje  me  of. 
this*  Potato  crops  are  valuable,  but  not  in  the  fame  de- 
0»e  vith  tufoip,  as  tb«7  do  Aot  allow  fo  much  time  for 
faOowiag,  ai^  as  the  potato, remains  in  the  ground  till  the 
iced  is  ripe^    This  Jaft  cijocopftance  exhaufis  the  foil. 

Fallows  were  fo  much  valued  ia  the  days  of  Virgil,  that 
thqr  were  ibmetimes  continued  through  two  feafons. 

"  IIU  fipges  demum  VDtis.r^ipondet  avari 
*'  Agricote^  bis  <fjm  folem,  bis  frigora  fenfit, 
"  lUitts  immenlsB  cuperunt  horrea  meffis." 

"  That  crop  rewards  the  greedy  peafant's  pains, 
**  Which  twice  the  Xun  and  twice  the  cold  fuftains, 
**  And  burfts  the  crowded  barns  with  more  than  pro- 
'**  mis!dgabs/' 
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Gopd  dwelling-houfes,  and  office-houfes  upon  larms,  2U 
much  to  the  aippearaoce  of  a  country ;  and  fare  no  iet  of 
men  deferve  good  lodgings  more  than  farmers  do.  In 
this  partffi  thefc  have  improved  very  much  within  the  lift 
twenty  years.  They  are  often  covered  with  iate,  and  di- 
vided into  convenient  apartments.  Sheds  and  flraw- 
yards  are  coming  into  general  ufe. 

^ir, — ^Here  the  air  is  dry  and  healthy»and  I  never  beard 
that  any  di(eafe  became  epidemic. 

Gourfi  of  Crops.'^Tht  land  being  covered  witfi  fims^ 
fnarl,  or  fea-flielby  is  opened  with  beer  (big),  or  oat8»  and 
three  crops  of  thefe  fucoeed  each  other.  With  the  kft  is 
fown  rye-gra&  and  clover  feeds,  whidi  is  cut  in  tlie  inm- 
mer  after  the  grain  has  been  reaped.  This  hay-crop,  is 
the  rye-grais  generally  prevaib,  is  almoft  as  fevere  upon 
the  land  as  oats* 

Increafi  and  Wtight  of  GroM.-^Tht  mvei:age  increafe  of 
beer,  is  about  eight-fold,  and  of  oats  about  five-feld.  Bar- 
ley weighs  about  5a  lb.  bear,  46  lb.  and  oats,  36  lb.  avoir* 
dupois,  the  Wincbefter  buihel. 

Coaji;  Head'lamds  amd  Bays^'^Tht^  extent  of  coaft  is 
about  nine  miles.  The  Chore  near  Burgh  Head  is  bold,  and 
everywhere  rocky.  At  this  headland  a  ligbthoqfe  would 
Ve  of  the  greateft  ufe  to  the  trade  in  thofe  parts,  fiefide 
the  headland  now  mentioned,  there  are  Port-Tarrock  Head 
fuid  Stun  Head }  and  the  bays  are  thofe  of  Port  AUaa, 
Port  Yarrock,  and  Ifle  of  Whithorn. 

%'des — From  Port  Yarrook  round  Burgh  Head,  the 

*^de  flows  dofe  along  the  iliore  three  hours,  and  ebbs  nine. 

"     ' •*       •  "  From 


^  Wbiibom.  a8  j 

Ffom  the  Rob  of  Kirkcudbright  to  the  Midi  of  Gallo- 
wajy  it  flows  and  ebbs  fix  hours. 

Sea  Figbt.^^Thit  oaly  lea  fight  fpoken  of  as  having  ta- 
ken yiaoG  near  this  fiiore,  b  that  of  Commodore  (now  Ad« 
miral)  Elliot,  in  the  year  1760,  when  that  brave  and  ex- 
perienced officer  defeated  the  French  fqoadron  under  Tho- 
roty  killed  Thurot  himfelf,  and  made  prizes  of  all  his  (hips. 
The  Britifli  iquadi-on  was  greatly  inferior  to  the  French  in 
every  thing  but  courage  and  management.  The  people  in 
thispart  of  the  country,  and  the  nation  in  general,  owe 
great  obligations  to  Admiral  Elliot,  who  quieted  their 
fiaursy  and  placed  them  in  fafety. 

5!&f/uircrid— About  40  years  ago,  a  veflSel  aoo  tons  bur« 
den,  was  blown  upon  a  rock  near  Burgh  Head,  ^here  ihe 
was  dafiied  to  pieces.  The  mail  inclining  to  one  fide,  and 
refting  upon  the  rock,  the  captain  and  ten  men  made  their 
way  to  the  top  of  it,  where  they  rftnained  till  day-break, 
when  they  deicended  by  means  of  thei/  clothes  faftened  to« 
g^er,  and  fome  rope  which  was  left  on  the  fide  of  the 
rock  by  the  veflel  as  ihe  funk.  The  tide  having  retired, 
and  the  men  getting  upon  the  beach,  their  next  effort  was 
to  aicend  a  precipice  between  them  and  the  country.  In 
making  this  effiirt,  after  fo  much  fatigue,  nature  was  fo  ftir 
exhanfted  in  them,  that  one  of  their  number  dropped  down 
dead  as  loon  as  he  reached  the  top. 

The  eficape  of  theCe  men  appears  very  wonderftil,  and 
can  only  be  afcribed  to  the .  watchAd  providence  of  God. 
Tlie  rock,  upon  which  they  remained  for  fome  hours,  beat 
upon  by  a  heavy  rain  and  violent  wind,  is  of  a  conical 
form,  70  £eet  high  and  upwards  i  and  about  two  yards,  or 
two  yards  and  a  half,  broad  at  the  top.    How  they  <lung 

together 
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together  stnd  ftuck-to  tlie  rocky  is^mere  A«ti  I  otaL  AoMuit 
for  after  careful  examination  of  it. 

The  benevolence  and  zeal  of  the  gentlemen  and  peopk  in 
the  neighboitrhoody  in  comfortt&g  and  Biding  tfaefe  nnfer- 
tunate  meui  were  fuch  as  did  honour  to  their  feelings ;  and 
tiie  pietj  of  the  late  Hugh  Hathom,  Elq;  of  Gaftlewigg, 
on  whofe  ihore  the  rock  was,  led  him  to  call  it,  the  Rod: 
of  Providence. 

Of  mariners  we  maj  well  fay, 

'Tis  God  that  brings  them  fafe  to  land ; 

Let  everj  mortal  know, 
That  waves  are  imder  his  command. 

And  all  the  winds  that  bldw.    . 

O  that  fuch  refcu'd  men  would  praife 

Thj  goodoels,  gracious  Lord ; 
And  thofe  that  fee  thy  wondrous  ways. 

Thy  wondrous  love  record. 

Dr  Watts,  with  feme  variations, 

Marbkf  Lead^  Copper^  is'c. — ^Near  the  rock  above  men- 
tioned, and  upon  the  fame  eftate,  very  fine  variegated 
marble,  and  flrong  (late  are  found. 

Upon  the  cftates  of  Robert  fetathorn  Stewart,  -Efq;  of 
Phlfgill,  and  Hugh  Stewart,  Efq;  of  Tonderghie,  there  are 
promtfing  appearances  of  lead  mines  ;  upon  the  lands  of  the 
gentleman  lad  mentioned  there  are  alfo  the  flrongefi  ap- 
pearances of  copper.  Some  time  ago,  a  company  of  mw 
ners  undertook  to  work  it,  upon  condition,  that  Mr  Stew- 
art (hould  have  the  eighth  ihare  of  the  profits,  and  be  com- 
pcnfated  for  the  damages  done  to  bis  land  \  but,  unfortu- 
nately, the  principal  died,  and  his  heirs  did  Qot  chufe  to 

carry 


^atny  on  anj  ^ibittg  Mw«  This,  f^x  M  ftfd  «>*tli^*>ditiels 
«t  that  time;  Imt'^ftMlyit  casfiot  1>q  difcoMiiiM4  long^ 
«ad  as  foQo  as^a^tfoft  4»f ipirit  and  prafwctj  kniHvsiof  it* 
it  will  be  dulj  attended  to*  An  old  aai^ier.  exaiaiii^d  it 
lateljy  and  was  delighted  with  the  appearances,  lamenting, 
at  the  £ame  time,  his  want  of  power  to  engage  with  it.  A 
fine  fiream  oLwaier  Hins  (ii  ti  tin  Mt^iid  on  one  fide  it  is 
waiked^Ty  the  fea,  fo  that  large  vefleiTSiA  come  within 
200  yards  of  it.  The  Ifle  of  Whithorn,  a  fafevport,  is  at 
hand.  From  this  port  veflels  fail  to  Whitehaven  and 
Workington  in  four^  hours;  to  the  Ifle  of  Man  in  three; 
toDuUin,  Greenock,  and  Liverpool  in  eighteen.  'Upon 
the  lands  of  Tonderghie,  pieces  of  fine  copper  have  been 
often  fomnd.  lately,  a  piece  of  a  circular  form  was  found, 
weighing  3  fione  and  5  lb.  avoirdupois ;  and  fix  pieces  in 
an  earthen  veflel  were  difcovered  in  the  garden  ff  one  of 
his  tenants. 


Figurt 
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Fiifur0  atui  Skti  6/ iig  Sm  Piica  ^  Copper  fimd  wfm 
ibi  EJoit  rf  Hugh  Siiwarif  EJj;  ^  TmitrgUtj  0$  mm- 
Honmi  m  tii  pr^etding  pqge.^-^^^ti.h.  Om  amJSde  ik  h 
fitn^  mdoMiJki  mier  a  kttU  rmfii. 


CiunB. 
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Chw^h^  C/r.«»The  parifli  cbordi,  of  whtch  hi^  Majeflj 
n  psDroiiy  fimiids  opon  put  .of  the  icite  of  the  priory,  and 
SI  a  commoDdions  place  of  wovfliip.  Near  to  the  chinch 
flands  the  matiie,  whidi  is  a  good  ufefiil  hoale»  Tbo 
ftipeod  being  ktely  aagmented,  amoonts  to  aboot  L.  107 
Sterling,  aad  the  ^ebe  confifts  of  about  Ceven  acres  of  verj 
good  land.  I&ac  Davidfori  is  the^pcefent  minifier,  being 
.  lotelj  tranilated  to  this  parifli  from  that  of  Sorbie.  He  is 
a  married  man,  and  has  only  one  child,  a  foe,  Elliot 
William  Da^dfint,  who  has  fiicceeded  him  as  minifter  of 
Sorbie.  Meflrs  Kellb,  Elder^  Oclap,  Maccanl,  and  Adair^ 
preceded  one  another  here  in  the  paftoral  office, 

j^Silifii£rf».«i— There  are  Ae  rnins  of  a  church  near  Ifle 
of  Whithorn,  with  a  burying  ground  upon  the. lands  of 
llobert  Hathom  Stewart,  £fq.  The  people  fiiy  this  was 
tfie  fixft  Chriftian  place  of  worflup  in  Scotland. .  Between 
thefe  {daces  there  is  a  ftone,  upon  which  is  inicribedy  '*  Hie 
^  %9l  locps  Petri  ApoftolL' 

The  remains  of  feveral  camps  and  cafiles  appear  upon 
1^  cq^  The  following  are  upon  precipices  by  the 
ihore : 

Carghidoun,  upon  the  eftate  of  Tonderghie,  coven  about 
lialf  an  acre  of  ground. 

To  the  S.  of  this,  about  one  mile's  diftance,  flands  Caftle 
Feather,  covering  near  an  acre.  Some  of  the  wall  of  this 
^ntificatioi^  remains. 

Going  ftill  fouthwar^f  you  meet  with  another  calUe^ 
about  the  fame  fize  with  the  former ;  and  at  Burgh  Head 
there  are  worjcs  cpveripg  three  acres. 

Theie  three  l^ft  are  about  equal  diftances  from  one  an* 
})ihe|:,  and  fiand  upon  the  lands  of  Captain  Hathom  of 
^SafllcTigg. 

I  The 


jM  ait  p^ot>sMy  the  remulis  of  tbffe  piaacB  of  deCnocv' 
ililfiktii^ilift^ht^SdmdkiaviHnTaiPefs,  '«fta  itfod  to.nMkr 
llhlit  iflsftd'^Heflace  oftfaeirrendezvpiiBf  and  from  wbeve 
tbejr  tiM  t^  aMoy  Che  Hebriies,  Icdand,  nd  Gceal  Briw 
ftla;  Tbej  not  only  took  to  the  lAe  dP  Mast  bat  iaal: 
apMiftbat  Bchifbpteqdnaateittait.  .. 

'  THe  RDfnm'camp  nUentiohal  aliove,  ite  p.  ^76^  if  itH 
only  one  of  tbbt  defcriptioii  in  die  {Aunih,  •  It  ismitoh  de« 
hoedi  y^t»  reiii«ii»  j^iiaiidjr  prove  HsougH^^  and  that  it  wtt 
Cif^ra  ilMiva*'  it'isupoo  the  lands^of  the  BonoacaUe 
Admiral  Ri 'Straff.  •    •     •  -    *  .    .  t- 

Two  urns  were  found  on  Captain  Hathom's  lands,  in  a 
good -ftate  of  ^refervatSori,  land -are  nowin  bis  cabinet. 
One  hrge  piece  of 'coppcf,  of -a  cfrctiUt^'fofm,  wasalfe 
ibiind  by  one  of  his  tenants,  while  Sne^ng  a  field,  a»d 
bronght*  to  him.  There  »  in  the  fiiihe '  gentletnan's  cabi- 
net a  natural  ctnriofity,  which,  though  a  little  out  of  place, 
I  (hall  mention  here.  It  is  a  ball,  which  was  taken  out 
bf  a  Tjulteck's  ftomachi  about  the  fize  of  ait  orange.  This 
trail,' -befng  perforated,,  appears  to  be  a  c6neretiofi  of  hatf 
which  the  animal  had  fwallowed. 

Z<wf^w/Vy.— There  have  been  fevcral  tuftances  of  longc- 
Tity  here,  and  perfons  between  70  and  80  years  of  age 
abound.  X-aft  year  (T793)  a  man  died,  who  was  fidd  to 
be  upwards  of  100;  but  though  there  are  evidences  to 
fiidw  tbit  he  was  a  vety  old  man,  there  are  none  to  fix  the 
year  of  His  birth.  '  • 

Mrs  MacmiUan,  widow  of  EaUie  Anthony  MacmilKm, 
late  of  this  burgh,  died  this  year  (1794)  in  her  htradredth 
year.  She  lived  in  this  parifh,  and  near  neighbourfiood 
a£  it,  all  her  life,  and  was  conneded  with  fome  4»f  the  beft 
families  of  the  county.     Her  age  is  well  authenticated. 

She 


"*  She  kft  two  ibfis,  one  of  them  a  prefent  magiftrate  ia 
the  burgh,  and  two  daughters.  Upon  enquiry,  I  hare 
fimnd  that  Mrs  Macmillan  was  blefled  with  a  good  natural 
temper,  and  was  always  the  friend  of  peace  ;  that  ihe  en- 
joyed an  eafy  and  uniform  flow  of  fpirits,  and  was  greatly^ 
efieemed  by  her  neighbours  as  a  perfon  of  the  beft  moral 
character.  She  was  remarkable  for  deanlinefs  in  her  per- 
fon, at  her  taUe,  and  in  Uer  houfe ;  and  to  the  end  of  life 
jQiewed  great  attention  to  her  drels.  To  all  her  other  ac- 
compliibments  (he  added  tbofe  of  religion,  the  duties  of 
which  ihe  performed  with  an  attention  and  zeal,  highly 
worthy  of  imitation.  Religion  appeared  in  her  with  a 
finiling  countenance,  guided  her  honourably  through  the 
di&rent  fiages  of  life,  and  minifiered  to  her  joy  in  iti 
evtning.  Bar  fienfe  of  dut  j  led  her  to  induftry  $  and  her 
st%i0«8  priacii^  and  feeUagi  beftowed  upon  her  con- 
tentmcnt,  and  cheerful  traft  in  God.  She  lived  liko  % 
iaint,  and  died  like  a  Chrifliian  beroiaa. 

Po/ir/ii/M«^— The  population    of  this  parifh)  about  5J 
years  ago,  was  placed  at  1300 ;  now  it  is  1890. 

Of  thefe  there  are,  Males,  •  ".  938 

Female%  •  954 

1890 

The  town  contabs,  Males,  -  345 

Females,  -  41X 

—    7i« 
The  lik  of  Whithorn,  the  only  Tillage,  oonttansf 
Males,  -  308 

Females^  •  188 

J9f 

Carried  fonrardk  X15» 

Vot.  XVL  0« 
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Broaght  liKwiid, 

ns» 

The  oountrj  part  of  the  pariih  coDtaiiu» 

Maks, 

379 

Females, 

359 

738 

Total,  -  2890 

jpoor.-*-There  are  34  poor  ixpoii  the  liil»  who  are  ibp^ 
{>orted  by  coUedions  at  the  church-doors,  amounting  to 
about  L.  33  per  annum^  and  fuch  gifts  as  the  pariihioners  are 
yiea&d  to  beftow  upon  them,  when  thej  alk  alms  at  their 
hou(es.  Upon  thefe  oocafions  they  receive  a  part  of  every 
thing  in  its  feafon. 

Profifions^r^there  is  1  clergyman,  2  writer,  z  attorney, 

1  pkfterer,  i  faddler,  18  mafions  and  i  apprentioe,  16  jota- 
^rs  and  ir  apprentices,  a  ilaters,  15  weavers  and  ^u^ 
prentices,  22  flioemakers  and  1  apprentices,  16  tailors  and 

2  apprentices,  8  blacldiniths  and  x  apprentice,  z  landwaiter^ 
«nd  z  tidefman,  Z2  ihopkeepers,  2  coopers  and  1  appreli- 
tice. 

SeSarus. — ^There  are  a  few  feAanes  of  the  CameroniaA 
and  Antiburgher  defcriptions. 

Emigr4Miion,'-^n  the  year  1774,  a  few  people  emigrated 
to  America.  They  left  their  native  countryi  their  rela- 
tives, and  abounding  means  of  enjoyment,  to  fettle  iji 
woods,  among  lavages  and  wild  beafts.  Many  of  thefe  de* 
Ittded  creatures  were  rich,  and  le^  very  profitable  leafes,  to 
bemoan  their  folly  in  uncultivated  deferts. 

*  .^Wi^r^.— This  pariih  has  grain  enough  for  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  alfo  much  for  exportationr  In  Z782-3  it  enjoyed 
itsr  ttfual  plenty.  ,  ^ 

Manures^ 


t>f  Pnithorn.  isgit. 

Mamtresj^n  many  places  there  are  rtrf  krge  pits  of 
fine  marl ;  and  fea-lheU  may  be  procured  in  taty  qnaatkj 
at  a  low  price. 

AdwuUnfges/or  Trade.-^The  advantages  of  this  aeigb- 
iKrarhood  for  trade  are  obvious.  Its  grain^  and  heeds  of 
black  cattle ;  its  flocks  of  iheep,  with  fine  wool  \  its  rivu- 
lets»  and  water-carriage  to  the  beft  markets,  all  point  it  ouf . 
as  the  ieat  of  commerce. 

Repeal  of  CoaUax^^Tbe  goodnels  and  wiiidom  of  Go* 
Temment  have  amoved  one  great  ob(lru£Hon  to  the  trade 
of  this  coontr  J,  by  taking  the  duty  off  coals  borne  coait- 
ways.  For  this,  men  of  all- ranks  feel  grateful  to  Parlia*' 
ment ;  and  becanfi^  of  it,  Mr  Duodas  will  be  remembered 
with  applaufis  for  ages  to  come. 

Sai  Xowi.— The  falt-laws  have  a  moft  unfriendly  opera* 
tion  upon  this  pariih  and  neighbourhood  i  and  need  only 
to  be  read  to  be  condemned  by  every  wife  and  patriotic 
flatefman. 

In  Cheihire  there  is  a  ftratum  of  rock  iait,  upwards  of 
50  feet  in  thickneis,  and  fait  fprings,  appearing  every 
where  in  that  county,  Ihew  it  to  be  amply  provided  with 
that  valuable  article.  Were  thb  treafure  opeji  to  all  hia 
Majefty's  fnbjeds  equally,  either  without  any  tax,  or  upon 
a  moderate  one,  the  greateft  advantages  would  arife  to 
trade  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  the  expprtation  of 
£dted  provifions.  But  it  is  locked  up  from  the  community 
at  large  by  feveral  flatutes,  which  fSeem  to  have  proceeded 
from  partial  views,  and  a  ihort^iighted  policy.  Thefe  ftatutea 
ibrbid  the  refining  of  rock  ialt  into  white  lalt  in  any  but  a 
few  places  therein  fpecified.  AH  England,  excepting  thefe 
1^  places,  and  the  whole  of  Scotland,  aro  cscloded  from 

the 


«M  b^eft  of  •fiag  and  vefaia^  rook  frk,  wUoh 
o«(9on94t»6n}c9gDooii^ri«$i^aa4:li>^bdoBd.  Tbe  gtlt  oC 
Queen  Anne,  c.  sj.  {  44.  eQaOs,  That  Car  3>fan^9i^9ij 
ton  of  rock  fait,  put  on  board  any  flup  in  Great  Britain, 
Md  enportad  to  irrlaail»  fkall  pay^  98;  This  dvtjr k  naade 
yarpMMlftfsdGoo.  I.e.  j.buriiattaDiaed.  No  aa 
of  enlarged  ▼ief^m  will  grudge  the  Iriflt  tUs.  advanoiga;. 
£et  them  enjoy  it,  only  let  ut  enjoy  k  akmg  with  then* 
^  Rock  Alt  refined,  and  made  into  whim  fidt;.  it  e^hfe 
times  as  ftroog  as  that  made  in  tbe  frith  of  Forth ;  and  at 
Liverpool  the  former  is  fold*  the  heft  at  8d.  and^finnHat 
5  d.  per  bulliel,  ezdofiire  of  duties ;  while  that  made  itf 
the  frich  of  Forth  is  fold  at  t  s.  3  d.  Hkie  is  a  temptttlioiff 
to  (tnaggKngy  which  cannot  be  refifted';  and  this  raioou 
contraband  trade*  fioutiflies*  in  the  weft  pt  England  an4 
Scotland 

Were  the  duty  on  fait  taken  oflF,  and  Scotland  put  upoq 
the  fame  footing  with  Ireland,  the  great  if  afte  of  beef  and 
tallow,  proceeding  from  driving  onr  cattle  to  the  EngSffi 
markets j  would  be  prevented.  Thij  wafte  is  greater  than 
is  commonly  thought  of,  in  fo  much,  that  the  eighth  part 
of  every  bullbck  is  fuppoftdto  be  loft  in  his  journey;  and 
to  this  may  be  add«d#  a  tenth  part  of  bis  valtie  expended 
Upon  him,  for  driving  and  food  on  his  way  *»  Much -bet* 
ter  would  it  be  for  the  country  were  he  ilaugbtered  at 
home ;  but  this  cannot  be  done  io  the  prefent  ftite  of  the 
fait  laws.  Thefe  laws  do  not  only  keep  away  from  ua 
much  good,  but  they  expofe  us  every  year  to  great  evil; 
Almoft  all-oar  fidt  being  fmuggled,  therris  a  dependence 
upon  «  precarious  fupply  at  the  rime  of  laying  ia  oar  win^ 
ter's  provxfion ;  and  I  have  known  poor  people  in  danger 

«  Aeeidttttr  tdM,'  make  Chii -tendnaef^lith,  fo-thit  one-foitrtlixf- 
ifsllyloft. 


pnfon  otfjr  autv  Why  don't  tbqr  feud  to  a  licenced  celkrdj^ 
warehottfa^  «Dii  getitk  io  s  kgdiW0jr<?  Wby,  I  lelttke«i 
'  Am  wifeacve,  that  in'  tbtfe  ph^  tHe»e  itf  Uttle  oiher  thaU 
Ikmiggledriiki^  Wifddn.Citbi  foMPfo^iew  of  the  lalt  bvs  i 
and  jnftice  and  impartiality  require  ;at  leaft  tbeir  equaliza- 


Were  the  duly  <Ml  Mk  tftten*  <Sff  hi  abd  laTd  upon  tt» 
tifli  fpiritSf  mnch  good  would  arife  from  the  commuution 
to  list  public.  It  would  tietid'co  fbbeHfe  the  people^  and 
Of  lend  tfaeM  to  ttte  ufb  of  malt'  li^iior.  At  prefent;  there^ 
h  little  malt  liquor  fold  in  this  c6UDtryk 

The  duty  on  Engliih  tiix  is  5  s,  per  bufbel,  weighing 
jt$lb.;  bilt  I  nevcfr  heard  of  z  s.  of  duty  being'  received,  it 
beiftg  all  finuggled.  Make  the  duty  lower,  and  it  will  be 
^d. 

BartoMT  or  J(/h  ofWbhhom,  Ue^^AiUt  of  Whithorn 
Aere  b  a  good  natural  harbour,  improved  by  a  quay.  It 
is  narrow  at  the  entrance,  but^  very  fafe  for  veiTcls  when 
in*  Et^t  or  nine  (mail  floops  belong  to  this  place,  in 
which  about  30  mariners-are  employed.  They  bring  ooal 
and  lime  from  England;  carry  iea-ihells  from  the  rivei: 
Cree,  and  take  away  the  grain,  potatoes,  with  fome  fat 
cattle,  (hcep,  and  fwine  to  the  diSeveat  markets.  Here  b 
fiationed  one  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  cutters.  . 

FarjRi^— The  average  rent  of  land  is  12  s.  5d.  per  acre. 
Fanni  are  from  L.  30  to  L.  300  per  annum,  and  houCes  are 
let  at  L.  14,  and  downwards. 

5^d0/r.— "There  are  three  fchools,  one  of  which  is  efti- 
J))i|hed  by  law ;  the  maftet  enjoys  a  falary  of  L.  j^* 
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Jbuu,  ^r.— Qsre  are  4  imis,  and  la  ale,  orrtA^'wUkf 
hwSsi,  Snob  boufes  are  much  too  numennis  in  this  comu 
tr y»  and  the  morak  of  the  people  are  greatlir  injnred  hy 
fbem*  They  retail  a  bale  fpirit^t  ta  low,  as  to  price,  tbat 
iij;pettBgrwarth  of  U.U  eoosg^  to  make  any  man  i 


ilfiZ2r.— There  are  5  com  milb  in  the  pariihf  4  of  which 
go  by.  water,  and  one  is  driycn  by  the  wind* 

CoitagiTi^^The  eflPeda  of  employing  cottagers  opon 
brms  are  very  friendly  to  popnlation.  Their  children  arc 
a  ftout  and  a  healthy  race. 

Tannings  Vr^-«Taoning  of  leather  has  been  carried  on 
for  ieveral  years  to  a  confiderable  extent.  The  tanner  fees 
our  own  cattle  driven  to  England,  and  then  lets  off  for 
Ireland  to  buy  raw  hides.-^everal  cotton  manufit&urcs 
have  commenced* 

SiiUatory^~^txt  alfo  is  a  (lillatory,  which  pays  to  the 
revenue  L.  729  per  annum^  befides  malt-duty. 

Siait  ofthi  Country  before  the  Cfnioff.— Before  the  Union 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  this  parifli  had  nothiog  to  trade  with 
but  black  cattle,  and  a  finall  quantity  of  bear  or  big.  The 
hft  of  thefe  laft  articles  they  fent  to  Man  for  brandy. 
Agriculture  was  then  fo  little  regarded,  that  landholders 
were  often  obliged  to  lend  oxen,  and  horfes,  and  feed-corn 
to  their  farmers. 

JXeriirori.*— The  heritors  of  this  pariih  are,  the  Right 

Honourable  the  Earl  of  .Galloway,  iSc.  lie.  lie.  John 

fiathom,  Efq;  of  Cafilewigg;   James  Mtirray,  Efq;  of 

Brooghtoni  Robert  Hathom  Stewart,  Efqs  of  Phifgill; 

*  Hugh 
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Hugh  Stewart,  Efq*,  of  Tonderghk  \  the  HooouraUc  Ad- 
miral Keith  Stewart ;  the  Honourable  Sir  Stair  Agnew, 
Baronet,  of  Lochnaw-cafile. 

C!r£^j.— Befides  the  mbove,  there  are  five  fmalllaad^ 
holders,  called  crofiers  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Tliere 
has  been  a  great  change  of  property  in  this  parifli  within 
this  century ;  as  I  am  informed,  there  were  22  confider- 
able  landholders  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifh,  befides 
eight  crofters  in  the  town. 

John  Hathorn,  £fq*,  of  Caftlewigg,  and  Hugh  Stewart, 
Efq;  of  Tonderghie,  are  the  refiding  heritors. 

The  {mall  proprietors  are.  Bailie  Donar,  Mr  Macgoain^ 
ICr  Anthony  Macguffbck,  Mr  John  Sony,  Mr  Charles 
Broadfoot.  AU  thefe  live  iti  the  town  exceptbg  Mr  Mac** 
goan. 

Labour  and  Provifions.  C^r.— Of  late  years  the  prices  of 
labour  and  of  provifions  have  become  very  high*  This 
has  been  accompanied  by  a  great  change  in  the  way  of  li- 
ving among  all  ranks  of  people. 

About  60 /years  ago,  there  were  no  clocks,  watches^  or 
tea-kettles,  but  among  people  of  fortune,  or  fome  of  the 
minifters.  In  farmers  houfes  there  were  no  windows  of 
glals.  The  light  was  admitted  through  openings  on  each 
£de  of  the  houfe,  and  that  in  the  windward  fide  was  filled 
with  ftraw  in  blowing  weather. 

C&#AMr^.*-Tbe  modes  of  clothing  and  living  were  in 
proportion,  and  confified  of  the  pooreft  fare  and  coarfeft 
apparel :  Now  they  live  as  well  as  any  in  Qreat  Britain  of 
their  rank.  The  men  are  clothed,  fometimes  with  home« 
fpun,  but  more  commonly  with  Yorkfliire  narrows,  cotton 
velvets,  and  corderoys.  The  women  appear  in  printed 
linens,  cottons  and  muflini.     Here  I  fpeak  of  men  and 

women 
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women  of  the  loweft  rankf  is  life ;  fervMitSt  eotttgen,  mi 
mechfuucs. 

C&ri/^— Almoft  every  hoofe  has  a  feyeo-day  clock ;  and 
vatcbes  are  near  aa  comiiiQii  u  hraechca. 

J?rogrtfiJimc9  $he  Union.'^^BefoTt  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoins>  the  glorious  era  of  Britain's  peace  and  profpe« 
rit7«  there  was  not  a  iloop,  (hip,  or  vdTel  of  anj  kipd  to 
go  to  fea  in,  in  this  neighboarhood  \  Jfot  now  we  fee  their 
canvas  fpread  all  rcrund  the  cpafi,  and  importing  Irom  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  different  countries  in  Europe,  everj 
thing  tending  to  ufe^  to  on^ment,  or  liumrj. 

Wealth. — The  trade  and  improvements  in  agricnlture 
have  introduced  weaMi  among  the  people ;  real  wealthf 
proceeding  from  growing  ikiU  and  increafing  indnftrj. 
This  wealth  has  funk  the  value  of  money,  in  a  proportion 
idmofi  incredible,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  tables, 
(hewing  the  ancient  and  prefent  prices  of  provifions  and 
labour.  By  ancient,  I  mean  no  more  than  about  60  years 
ago. 

Ancient.  Prefent. 

A  cow  for  flatighter,  weigh- 
ing 25  flone  Avoird. 

L.  I    8    o    Ditto^       -        L.  6    o    0 
WeatherSy^frfcore,  4  10     o     Ditto,         •  13     o     o 

Fowls,  per  doz.        040     Ditto,         •  080 

Eggs,  per  doz.         cox     Ditto,         -  003 

Butter,  jft^  lb.  005     Ditto,         •  009 

Labour. 
A  labourer,  per  day, 

L.  o    o    4    Ditto,        •        L.  o    o  19 
An  houfe-fervant, 

per  annumy  z  10     o     Ditto,  from  L.  6  to  10     o     o 

Atsulor,/^rday,    004    Ditto,  from  8  d.  to  o     o  10 

Every 
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ILrwy  thing  elfe  is  in  proportion  with  thofe  entered  in 
;the  above  tables.  To  thefe  things  the  change  in  the  vr^j 
of  living  is  CO  be  added.  Tables  are  conduced  in  a  diflFe- 
rent  ftyle  \  and  ale  has  given  {daee  to  panchi  and  punch  to 


When  the  particnlars  ftated  are  duly  attended  tO|  Mr 
Keidi's  ooadttfion  from  fimilar  premifles  appears  rea(bnable« 
*'  Upon  the  whole  matter/*  lays  he,  **  this  much  £^ms  te 
**  be  oertan,  that  for  idl  domeftic  nfes  L.  xoo  at  the  time 
'^  we  are  now  fpeaking  of/'  am.  1563,  '^  was,  at  a  mode* 
^  rale  ^ompntation,  «s  val^iable  in  all  pomts  as  L.  700  are 
^  now  a*da7s/'--««<n2ir*  JB«  Keith  wrote*  I  think,  befoie 
Ifae  year  1740  ^« 

EffeBs  of  the  Decreaje  cf  the  Value  of  Money  apon'the 
Minifters  of  Re/igion.^^This  grcar  change  in  the  value  o£ 
money  has  ruined  many  who  were  dependent  on  falaries 
fixed  80  or  an  xoo  years  ago ;  and  unlefs  relief  is  given, 
many  more  muft  fuffer  the  fame  hard  fate.  No  fet  of 
men  feel  this  change  more  than  the  minifters  of  this  Na- 
tional Church,  who  are  generally  paid,  not  in  kind,  but  in 
money.  When  their  ftipends  were  firft  appointed,  L.60, 
according  to  a  (afe  calculation,  was  equal  to  L.  i8o  now. 

The  progrefs  of  fociety  .calls  aloud,  Confine  not  the  mi- 
nifters of  religion  to  their  ancient  appointments.  Why  ? 
lay  the  needy,  the  greedy,  and  the  gracelels,  Is  not^  poor 
church  moft  like  to  be  a  pure  church?  Thofe  men  who 
have  hackneyed  this  faying  allow,  when  their  intereft  is 
out  of  the  way,  that  poverty  is  often  as  great  an  enemy  to 
virtue  as  wealth.  We  plead  not  for  overgrown  wealth* 
We  only  humbly  crave,  that  our  income  may  rife  as  the 
neceflary  expence  of  living  increafes. 

Vol.  XVI.  P  p  That 

^  Sec  Keitfa'iHift.  Appendix,  ltb«,3.  p.  f  90. 
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That  the  poverty  of  the  minifters  of  religion  is  not  only 
injurious  to  them,  hot  alfo  to  the  peace  and  order  of  fo- 
dety,  will  be  allowed  by  every  perlbn  who  thinks  a  Na- 
tional Church  of  any  ufe.  Be  who  is  in  eafy  circumftan- 
ces  will  be  forward  in  ads  of  goodnefs,  and  Ihew  a  pattern 
of  that  charity  which  he  recommends.  He  will  diffiife  a 
fpirit  of  contentments  joy,  and  indufiry,  every  where  about 
kim.  In  him  the  Church  will  find  an  enlightened  friend, 
and  the  State  a  prudent,  firm  champion.  When  he  goes 
about  the  &ered  duties  of  religion,  he  commands  refpeft  by 
the  integrity  and  benevolence  of  his  life,  which  gives 
weight  to  all  he  fays.  He,  on  the  contrary,  who  lives  on 
L.  75  or  L.  80  per  annum  in  a  pariik  where  there  are  many 
tithes,  is  in  danger  of  becoming  fallen  and  indifierent  lo  a 
Government  where  be  fuffisrs  fo  much  injufiice. 


NUM' 
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NUMBER  XVII. 


1>ARISH  OF  BOTHWELL, 


(COUKTT  OF  tuLTfAtLK,    StV6j>  07  GtABGOW  AND  ATR, 
AK0  Pr£SBTT£RT  OF  HaMILTOK.) 


By  tie  Riif.  Mr  Michael  MacculloCK,  Minijlir. 


if  ami. 

THE  origin  of  the  name  is  oncettain.  B(3itb^  in  Cel* 
ticy  Syriac,  Chaldee,  and  Saxon,  fignifies  "  a  habita- 
**  tton  or  dwelling."  Hnil,  in  Celcicy  is  '*  a  flood  or  wa- ' 
^  ter  ;'*  sad  compounded  with  Botb^  Both-uil  or  Bothwell^ 
is  ^  a  habitation  befide  or  on  the  waters/'  This  fenfe  is 
confirmed  by  LUraid'a  Arch»oL  Brit«  Bulleti  Baxter,  and 
Vcrfiigan** 

It 

•  Ed.  Hlitiid'8  ATc1j«dl.  Brit,  ww  ••  to  dwell,"  hod  is  WclOi-Celtic  for 
^  bftbitatioo.**— Bullet's  Memoires  fur  U  Langue  Celtique,  toqn.  iii.  p.  4. 
2oi<  fignifies  ■*  habitation.** — Baxter*s  Gleflary,  Bodo  means  *<  aquofas.*' 
"•Verftigan's  Reftitatioa  of  decayed  Iateiligcoce»  words  ending  in  vf// 
dtnou  placet  befide  water« 
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It  might  mean  the  patron  fiunt.  Thus,  pron6anoed$ 
BothwUt  gives  *^  St  Bothan%  town,"  and  from  thence  ex* 
tended  to  the  pariih. 

Bullet*  rendeiB  BcttweU,  ^  a  caftk  upon  an  eminence  -/' 
from  Boiif  whidi  he  interprets  **  eminence,**  and  waUf  in- 
compofition  wellf  **  a  caille." 

.  The  firll  (enfe  feems  to  fiiit  the  fituation  of  the  caftle,  the 
town,  and  the  pariih :  For  the  Cljde  eneirclea  a  great  part 
of  the  calllef,  pafles  near  to  the  town  or  village ;  in  a 
flood,  covers  the  low  groond  befide  the  hiU  on  which  it 
ftands ;  while  tbo  two  Gaidars  almoft  iiuTonhd  the  reft. 

Situation  and  £»/M#d^-Bothwell  was  a  great,  noble  sad- 
ancient  baron j,-  extending  from  Cljde  to  Weft  Lothian. 
It  is  fituated  in  the  nether  ward  of  the  county  of  Lanark^- 
in  the  preibjtery-  of  Hamilton,  and  Synod  of  Gla%ow 
and  Ayr :  bounded  upon  the  S.  hj  the  Clyde,  and  part  of 
South  Calder ;  on  the  W.  and  K»  by  North  Galder;  on 
the  £.  by  the  Shotts*  It  is  of  an  oval  figure,  extending 
from  W.  to  £•  broadeft  toward  the  middle,  and  contraAed' 
at  both  ends ;  about  eight  miles  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
fopr  at  the  greateft  breadth.  ^ 

The  great  road  from  Glafgow  to  Edinburgh  goes  throng' 
the  whole  length  of  the  pari(b»  and  divides  •  it  nearly  into* 
two  equal  halves ;  enters  it  at  the  weft  poiat»  by  a  bridga 
over  the  Calder,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  from* 
^here  it  joins  the  Clyde,  and  si  miles  from  Glaigow.  Af* 
ter  a  very  fteep  alcent,  which  is  foon  to  be  levelled,  it  goes^ 
4ong  upon  a  flat  of  4  or  5  miles,  and  then  aficends  oonfider- 
ably  towards  the  eaft,  as  it  approaches  the  high  lands  <^ 

the 

•  Tom.  i.  p,  395, 

t  Bothal  CiAle.  ia  Nordmmberlt&dy  b  fituated  opoa  the  rhtr  Wcntr- 
fcfck. 
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At  Shotts.  The  gronnd  to  the  fouth  of  the  road  gfadual- 
If  decfines  toward  the  river,  whick  gives  a  fine  profpeft  b( 
the  Clyde,  Hamilton,  and  the  adjacent  country. 

The  great  flat  of  the  upper  part  of  the  pariih  is,  ara 
medium,  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea ;  that  toward 
the  Clyde  is  greatly  lower. 

The  church  and  village  of  Bothwell  is  36^  miles  from 
Edinburgh,  per  &fiion  from  the  great  road  leading  to  the 
village ;  8  from  Glafgow ;  27  fron^  Stirling ;  17  from  La« 
nark. 

The  diftance  from  neighbouring  parilhes,  (bearing  and 
diftance  from  the  church),  are  thefe  :  Hamilton,  fouth- 
eaft,  feparated  by  the  Clyde,  3  miles  diftance.  Blantyre, 
upon  the  fouth,  feparated  alfo  by  the  Clyde  ;  diftance,  3. 
miles.  North-weft  is  Old  Monkland,.  feparated  by  North, 
Galder ;  diftance,  3  miles.  Upon  the  north.  New  or  Eaft 
Bfonkland,  diftance  8  miles,  feparated  by  the  North  Calder. 
Upon  the  north-eaft,  the  Shotts,  diftance  8  miles.  Cam- 
bttfiiethan  £.  N.  £.  feparated  by  Soudi  Calder,  diftance  & 
miles.  Upon  the  eaft,  Dalziel,  at  3  miles  diftance,  fepa« 
fated  by  the  South  Calder. 

Strrface  and  Soir^r^Thc  parxfh  rifed  gradually  from  ther 
Clyde  to  the  north,  and  ftill  more  to  the  north-eaft.  Upoft 
the  basks  of  the  river,,  ibuth  from  the  church,  a  large  flat 
fbcceeds ;  at  the  termination  of  which,  an  afcent  takes  placer 
toward  the  middle,  or  the  line  of  the  turnpike,  where  ic 
lefts  in  another  large  level,  extending  almoft  the  whole 
length  of  the  parifli,  but  rifing  in  fome  places  toward  tho, 
north,  and  very  confiderably  to  the  eaft. 

There  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  either  roofs,  moor  or 
morals  in  the  parifh.  If  there  are  fome  fpots  of  the  twa 
laft,  they  are  fo  fmall  as  not  to  deferve  confidcration.  la 
gencml,  all  i»  arable. 

The 
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The  foil  is  chieflj  chji  oC  yarioiis  mixtnre,  loam,  tatA 
and  till,  and  fome  of  a  lighter  mould.  It  is  good  toward 
the  Cljdey  where  there  is^more  warmth  and  flielter ;  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  excellent  ground  in  the  pariilu 

Placed  in  fo  fine  an  expofure  to  the  (bath,  occupying  f^ 
large  a  fpace,  and  fo  commanding  a  view  of  one  of  the 
fined  countries  in  Scotland,  the  fituation  is  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  very  beautiful,  and  peculiarly  adapted 'to  the 
pnrpofes  of  cultivation. 

Air  and  Cismate^"^  The  air  is  good,  and  the  climate 
Healthful.  A  ridge  of  high  hills,  about  ten  miles  north, 
carry  oiT  the  clouds  and  vapour,  that  may  be  railed  from 
the  Atlantic,  or  otherwife.  A  long  ftretch  of  high  ground 
does  the  fame  fervice  on  the  fouth ;  and  the  pariih,  on  ac- 
count of  its  feparate  ftate,  happily  remains  unafie£led, 
while  the  Aorm  is  driving  along  both.  The  chief  incon- 
venience  arifes  from  the  clay  foil  tenacioufly  keeping  up- 
on the  furface  the  rain  that  falls  in  winter.  But  the  de- 
clining pofition  of  the  pariih,  the  gpod  roads  and  dttcheSt 
ferve  as  drains,  and  prevent  any  fenfible  bad  effeAs  upon 
the  health  of  the  people.  Their  houfes  are  placed  upon  a 
dry  fituation,  and  well  covered.  There  is  no  difeafe  peca- 
liar  to  the  pariih.  When  the  fmalLpox  enter  a  village, 
from  their  clofe  connexion  and  mode  of  frequent  vifiting 
each  other  in  didrefi,  the  infedion  becomes  general,  but 
feldom  fatal.  The  air  at  the  eaft  end  is  fliarper,  the  ground 
confiderably  higher,  and  the  fnow  lies  longer. 

Many  arrive  at.  old  age;  yet  the  employment  of  the  huf- 
bandman  is  not  the  mod  favourable  for  a  very  advanced 
life.  Engaged  in  incefiant  toils,  driven  often  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  heat  to  cold,  expofed  to  all  the 'inclemencies  oC 
^the  elements ;  thefe  wear  out  the  bed  conditutions ;  and 
extreme  old  age  is  to  be  afcribed  more  to  the  uncommon 

I  ftrength 
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flrength  of  ftamina,  than  to  fine  air  or  clil^ate9  elfe  tho  ef« 
fcAs  of  thefe  would  be  more  equally  felt. 

Wood  and  Planting. -^he  woods  are  chiefly  beiide  the 
proprietors  feats,  and  upon  the  banks  of  the  waters,  where 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  coppice,  and  feveral  large  planta* 
tions.  Some  of  fir,  planted  many  years  fince,  had  arrived 
to  a  confiderable  (ize,  and  were  lately  fold  to  a  good  ac- 
count ;  but  enough  is  left,  both  for  ornament  and  fhelter. 
Maoy  plots  and  ffarips  were  made  lately,  and  promife  weU. 
One  of  the  fineil  places  in  the  parilb  d.e rives  its  name  * 
from  the  extenfive  woods  and  plantations  about  it. 

The  woody  banks  of  the  Clyde  and  Galders,  are  fre« 
qoented  by  the  ufual  tenants  of  the  groves  of  Caledonia, 
particularly  the  thrufli  and  blackbird.  The  village  and 
Qianfe,  on  account  of  the  planting,  are  highly  favoured 
with  the  mufic  of  thefe  two  melodious  birds,  efpecially  the 
lafi. 

Population. 
Under  15  years  of  age,  -  ziia 

From  15  to  70,  -  -  1535 

Above  70,         -  -  60 


Ina 

U,        2707  t 

Males, 

•  WocidlulL 

t  Ucal  Divifioms. 

Woodhall,  Lauchope,  Sideridjre, 

779 

StevenfoD,  Gleland,  Ctrfin,  Timften, 

495 

OrbiiloD,  upper  and  lower, 

S%6 

Back  of  moor,  Cambroe, 

195 

Uddiogftoo,  aad  out  farms, 

a87 

BotbwcU,  out  farms,  and  Bothwell  Caftle, 

4»S 

^707 . 

Tkii  dinfioa  may  gntify  poilarity,  as  by  it  they  will  tu  the  increafe 
•r  decreaic  not  only  of  the  puiih  io  genertl,  but  of  thefe  anraogements 
yodeiUtes  i&pamculac; 
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Males,        i33f 
Female^     X37# 

2707 

Then  are  about  foar  gendemens  featt  at  preCent 
copied  \  when  thej  are  fapplied  with  their  refpeffive  £i. 
miEes  and  ferrantB,  the  number  in  whde  maj  amount  to 
aSoo. 

Tradi  and  MonufaBura. 


Baken, 

4 

Blackfmiths, 

>9 

Shopkeepers, 

14 

Tailors, 

•       «4 

gtockbg-weavers. 

3> 

Sboemaken, 

it 

CoUters, 

JO 

MiUen. 

.        6 

Mafons,              ^ 

4« 

Coopers, 

4 

Weavers, 

"3 

Inokeepen, 

"«o 

J  omerSi  ^               • 

19 

The  weavers  are  chiefly  fopplied  with  bufinefs  from  die 
aanufadnres  in  Glafgow. 

There  are  fix  corn  mills,  two  lint  mills,  and  one  Ucacb- 
field. 

Four  villages  are  in  a  thriving  ftate. 

Ecdifiajlical  Aaf#«— The  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  patron* 
The  ftipend  received  no  alteration  fince  2650  till  1781, 
though  the  rental  of  the  parUh  was  much  more  than  dou- 
bled in  that  time^.  It  vs  now  6  chalders-and  i  boU  of  meal, 
I  chalder  of  bear,  and  L.  46,  x8  s.  in  m9nej. 

The  church  was  repaired  about  x5  jears  finoe;  the 
manre  lately. 

The  glebe  confifb  of  above  4  acres  arable ;  but  is  defi-- 
$ient  of  the  le^  quantum  for  pafiure. 
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The  incnmbent  has  expended  coniiderablj  upon  the 
manfe  and  garden,  and  has  hrelj  planted  an  orchard  of  a 
choice  colledion  of  fhiit-trees,  which  he  hopes  will  yield 
a  benefit  to  his  facceifors  of  L.  30  annually. 

It  is  to  be  wi{hed  that  fome  general  plan  was  adopted,  to 
put  and  keep  manfes  and  glebes  in  proper  order  Intrants 
often  find  all  in  ruins.  Compofed  of  the  mod  fuperficial 
materials,  and  given  to  the  loweft  undertaker,  thej  need 
patching  every  Z2  years ;  whereas,  if  manfe^  were  made 
good  and  fubflantial  at  firft,  they  might  laft  with  little 
charge  for  80  or  100  years,  and  would  be  a  great  faving  to 
the  landed  interefl. 

A  houfe  of  the  Relief  perfuafion  was  built  In  the  year 
1763.  The  congregation  is  fupplied  from  this,  and  five 
neighbouring  parifhes. 

The  (chool  does  not  accord  with  the  refpefiabillty  of 
the  p^riih,  which  has  long  fuffered  for  want  of  a  fufBcient 
Ichoolmafler.  It  has  checked  the  genius  and  improvements 
of  the  people.  Complaints  were  numerous.  The  falary  * 
is  100  merks  Scots,  or  L.  5  :  z  1  : 1  A*  No  addition  was 
aiked,  but  that  the  beft  de  fliould  be  made  of  it.  When 
a  vacancy  lately  took  place,  the  principal  heritors  required, 
that  an  advertifement  ihould  be  pubiifhed  ;  a  comparative 
trial  of  candidates  taken  *,  and  the  belt  qualified  preferred  ^ 
that  fo  the  pariih  might  be  fiirniihed  with  a  man  properly 
accomplUhed  for  that  Important  truft.  But  this  mod  equi- ' 
table  mealure  was  defeated.  A  party  of  portioners,  and 
other  heritors,  eleded  one,  to  whofe  qualifications  ftrong 
objcdions  were  offered.  The  caufe  has  undergone  a  tedi- 
ous procels,  and  is  yet  depending. 

Vol.  XVI.  Q^q  Poor. 

•  A  fmmll  fapi,  belidcs,  it  appropnatf  d  to  a  fcliool  in  a  ditait  part  of 
thcptriih. 
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Poor. — Tbt  poor  are  fapplied  from  an  aficflmeitf,  fixed 
by  a  meetiog  of  heritors  and  church-ieillooy  who  meet  once 
in  the  fix  months,  examine  the  poors  roll,  and  appoint  fuch 
a  fum  to  be  levied  for  the  enfuing  half  year,  as  the  ftale  of 
the  poor  requires.  The  landed  property  pay  the  one 
haify  and  the  houfeholders  the  other.  As  the  pariih  is  af- 
feiTed,  the  Sunday  coUeftions  are  fmall ;  and  are  applied 
to  keep  the  poor  rates  in  moderation,  to  aid  fuch  as  have  a 
fmall  allowance,  and  to  keep  others  off  it,  by  giving  them 
incidental  charity.  At  an  average,  there  are  about  2  j  up- 
on the  roll  ^  and  the  lum  alotted  for  the  current  year,  is 
L.  73  :  18  :8  Sterling. 

By  tibe  mode  of  Sundays  coUef^ions  in  Scotland,  the 
poor  are  in  general  fupported  by  the  poorer  part  of  focie- 
ty  -,  but  a  legal  aiTeliinent  fecures  the  contribution  of  all  ranks 
in  the  pariih,  feftarifts,  and  efpecially  the  opulent  proprie* 
torsf  whether  relident  or  not.  Its  increafe,- however,  ought 
to  be  jealoufly  watched,  and  as  much  as  poilible  prevented. 
Tiie  following  regulations  may  be  of  ufe. 

To  prevent  any  from  fettling  in  the  pariQi,  whofe  cir- 
cumfianccs  may  foon,  or  immediately,  need  fupply;  or 
to  have  an  obligation  from  the  pariihes  whence  they  come, 
that  they  (hall  fupport  them.-— Not  to  raife  the  Sent  upon 
every  exigency,  but  to  make  a  coUeftioo  among  the  heri* 
tors,  or  at  the  church,  for  that  purpofe.— -Never  to  flacken 
the  liand  of  induftry,  by  giving  too  early^  or  too  much  i 
for  this  would  render  it  a  nurfery  of  floth  and  idlenefe. 
A  little  cxercife  cheers  even  the  languor  of  age,  and  fweet- 
ens  both  the  cup  and  the  reft  of  the  labouring  man.  The 
real  circumllances  of  every  poor  perfon  ihould  be  precife- 
ly  known,  as  reprefentations  may  be  biafled  by  favour  or 
influence  ;  that  when  application  is  made,  every  proper  eb- 
je^  may  have  the  neceflTary  relief,  and  no  part  of  the  pu^ 
blic  charity  (hall  be  mifapplied. — ^I'o  admit  no  perfon  upon 
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the  roll,  nnlels  an  intimation  diereof  is  lodged  with  the 
chnrdi'feflioD  fix  weeks  before,  the  meeting,  that  the  fei&on 
may  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  report  the  fame 
to  the  meeting. 

By  fuch  provifions  as  thefe,  the  much  dreaded  evil  of 
poor-rates  in  this  country,  may  be  prevented,  and  an  ef* 
fednal  fupport  for  the  poor  fecured ;  vagrant  begging  fup- 
prefled,  and  their  children  educated  in  knowledge  and  vir- 
tue. 

Rent  and  Inc/o/ures.— The  old  valuation  of  the  parifli 
is  LI  7389  :  16  :  o/r  Scots. 

Tn  1650,  the  rental  of  the  parifh  was  L.  1950 :  18  :  s^ 
Sterling.  In  17B2,  L.  4431  '.7:4  Sterling.  But  the  real 
annual  value  cannot  be  well  afcertained,  as  a  good  deal  of 
the  beft  is  in  the  hands  of  proprietors  and  portioners.  It 
may  amount  to  between  L.  5000  and  L.6ooo  Sterling. 

The  croft  acres  round  the  two  principal  villages,  are 
eftimated  at  L.  2  yearly.  The  outfield  is  from  10  s.  to 
L.i. 

The  land  is  not  let  by  the  acre,  but  at  the  ^nmp  of  the 
fium,  and  the  accumulated  value  eftimated. 

The  farms  are  generally  fmall,  which  is  one  great  caufe 
of  the  increafe  of  population.  In  this  refped,  fmall  farms 
are  public  benefits ;  but  large  farms,  ^held  bf  wealthy  far- 
mers, ^tend  more  eiiedually  to  advance  the  value  of  the 
ground. 

They  are  commonly  from  L.  30  to  L.  70.  Seven  about 
L.  100,  and  one  or  two  between  L.  loo  and  L.  aoo. 

The  rent  of  farms  has  been  confi^erably  increafed  with- 
in thefe  20  years,  fome  more  than  doubled. 

There  are  a  great  many  inclofures  in  the  parifli,  confid- 
ing chiefly  of  thorns.    Tbcfc  around  the  gentlemens  feats 

are 
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tre  generallj  in  g4X>d  order  i  but  fuch  as  are  in  the  hands 

of  tenants,  aje  imperfed. 

The  dope  hedge,  inftead  of  being  planted  upon  the  top, 
is  very  unfavourable ;  excludes  fun,  rain  and  dew,  from 
the  root  of  ^he  plant  i  and  the  breaches  of  jouth  continue 
through  age.  The  nurfing  a  joung  hedge  reguires  a  good 
deal  of  attention  ^  a  farmer  of  fmall  extent  grudges«|.the 
charge.  It  would  be  for  the  iutereft  of  the  proprietor  to 
make  fome  allowance,  or  to  divide  the  expence  of  rearing  the 
hedges  fur  7  or  8  years,  till  they  are  eftabhfl^ed  ;  the  far- 
mer being  bound  to  maintain  them  during  his  leafe. 

Roads  and  Brid^es.-^The  parifli  is  well  appointed  in 
roads.  The  great  road  from  Glafgow  to  Edinburgh,  goes 
through  the  whole  length  df  the  parifli,  as  has  been  alrea- 
dy noticed.  The  road  from  Glafgow  to  Carlifle  enters  the 
parith  on  the  wed,  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  EdinlAirgh 
road,  by  a  bridge  over  the  Calder  very  near  to  Clyde, 
goes  along  the  pleafant  banks  of  the  river,  paffeth  through 
the  village  at  the  churcii,  and  crofTes  the  Clyde  at  fioth- 
well  bridge.  The  mail  coach  goes  the  fame  courfe  twice 
a- day. 

There  are  feveral  feftions  from  the  Edinburgh  road, 
erofGng  the  panfli  in  different  places ;  tliree  leading  to  Ha- 
milton, one  to  Lanark,  and  two  to  Airdrie,  in  good  order. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  many  crofs  roads,  made  and  repair- 
ed by  the  ftatute-work.  It  is  converted  at  the  rate  of  15  s. 
per  plough-gate  ;  the  annual  amount  is  L.  80  :  8  :  ^l*  The 
turnpike  and  ftatute  roads  put  together,  amount  to  about 
jo  miles  i*  21  of  which  are  good  turnpike,— -a  pro viiion 
rarel)  to  be  found  in  one  parifli,  but  which  muft  facilitate 
the  improvement,  and  enhance  the  value  of  the  landed  pro- 

The 
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The  principal  bridges  .are,^^p^l&xaf// &^  of^^r.  ^ 
Clyde*  of  four  arf he^,  which  19 old,  upon  anarroyr  fca]ke, 
and  is  propofed  to  be  rebuilt  v4p99.^  larger  plan,  whkk 
will  be  a  great,  improvement  to  .thi^  part  of  the  coOntrjr* 
There  are  two  bridges  over.  Nj^ffffi  C;^14cr,  9^  the  weft  cfn:-^ 
ner.  where  the  Edinburgh  and.C^|iile.ro^  eutep.the  pRii 
ri(b,  #nd  other. two  over  the  jEme  waJDer^  oi|  the  'Vf^^'%<^ 
Airdrie.  Three  are  upqi^  j^?. p9jif t^^,  j^4f r  >;  one.^f  tbw^ 
is  upon  the  road  to  I«anarI^4f^^l^>Wl^f  ¥^:ii^  go9d  cpa^ 
dition.  .     ,   .    .    .i         '•,'•.'•      '         .'-.', 

Price  of  Labour  and  Proti{irfp«f.-*Th^  price  off^labow 
here,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  f£  Glafgow,  has  bec9  ^irifb^ 
thefe  feven  years  coaGderably  advanced.  A. principal 
ploughman,  or  man-feryant,  is  froox  ][^  zo  to  h:X'^  witb* 
his  board;  a  ^young  man*  next  to  him»  who  dniyes  t^i^i 
plough,  and  works  with  hip,  is  frqmX.  5  to  L.  S  ;ra.mai4-^ 
fervant  in  the  boufe,  from  L.  3  to  L,  4  or  L.  5  ^,  a  c^no^o^ 
day  labourer,  formerly  10 d.  oc  is.  {is  now  is.  4d,|^in 
hay-time, .  i  s.  8  d.  or  ^  s. ;  the  women  8  d« »  sk,  boufe-car* 
penter  1  8.  6  d.  or  |  s.  8  d. ;  a  mafon  i $•  8  d.  and.i  s.  xo  d^Ji 
a  tailor  1  s.  with  board. 

The  advance  of  wages  js  feverely  felt  by  the  finaU  far- 
mer. But  his  ading  the  principal  part  himfelf,  tiUhis 
children  grow  up  to  aflift  him,  is  a  confiderable  faving. 

Hamilton  being  fo  near  is  reforted  to  for  butcher-meat. 
Glafgow  regulates  the  price  of  grain.  The  produce  of  the 
dairy  is  generally  carried  there  ;  and  poultry  is  often  dear- 
er  here  than  at  that  town,  being  carried  thither  in  hopes  of 
a  higher  price. 

jigrtcy/ture.^-'Thc  principal  bufincfs  of  the  pariJh  ia^ 
agriculture,  ft  is  purfued  with  great  diligence,  and  ac« 
cording  to  the  refpe^ve  abilities  of  the  farmer,    tt  has 

received 
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l>ebeii^  u  confiderable  improvement  within  tfaeie  20  years. 
The  oiktfield  was  freqnentl j  ploughed,  bat  fdie  crop  not 
wvrth  tht  bbour ;  now  ererj  pendicle  i!r  attended  to,  and 
exhibits,  when-  the  feafon  is  favourable,  tolerable  good 
eillture.  ,  It  is  not  long  fince  diej  difeovered  the  happj 
eSeAs  oPlime  on  the  ftrong  claj.  It  is  now  vexj  gene- 
fdlyisftH)  and  when  jndiciouflj  applied/ produces  very 
good  ci^ot^'  It 'is  bt^a^t  from  the  lime-works  in  banit 
flielky  and  laid  on  at  the  proportion  of  from  50  to  100  bolls 
per  tore.  To  do  the  field  joftice,  it  will  take  100  bolls  to 
each  acre.  The  boll  is  7  d.  at  the  kiln,  and  confiAs  of  the 
Iriieat'fit^t,  or  Wincheftiei^  buflieL  They  have  ftriAly  no 
tegfiilar  rotation.  The  nfual  One  is  fummer-fallow,  with 
finie  amf  diing  ^firft  year  wheat ;  ad  pcafe ;  3d  oats,  fown 
with  gtzSSf  cut  one  yearr  or  two,  and  paSored  as  many;  or, 
infiead  of  oats,  the  3d  year  barley,  prepared  with  frequent 
pfenghfog  and  dtmg,  and  laid  down  with  grals-feeds,  which 
is  a  conrb  more  &v(iurable  to  the  ground.  ' 

As  it  is  but  a  (inall  part  of  the  farm  that  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  dung  can  be  procured  to  prepare  fdr  wheat, 
Other  parts  are  limed  'on  iht  "pafttire,  two  or  three  crops 
taken,  and  laid  down  in  grafs  \  a  green  crop  generally  fnc- 
ceeding  oats. 

The  introduAion  of  wheat  has  been  attended  with  one 
good  circumftance,  the  cultivating,  or  bringing  in^  as  it 
may  well  be  termed,  6f  that  poor  ejefled  alien,  the  outfield ; 
for  the  fummer-fallow  is  frequently  applied  there,  and 
bdng  fiimiihed  with  lime  and  dung,  a  pretty  good  crop  of 
wheat  is  produced,  with  one  of  peafe,  and  another  of  oats. 
By  repeated  applications  of  this  nature  to  the  outfield,  it 
has  made  very  grateful  returns,  producing  a  crop  of  wheat 
from  *]  to  10  bolls  an  acre,  with  two  more  proportionably 
fertile. 

By 
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By  ibis  attention  io  the  wtfialdj,  it  is «bferved«  ch«t  the 
cr^  has  failed  fo^  fome  years  of  the  great  crops  it  nCed  Cq 
produce,  owing  to  the  farmer  carrying  all  the  dnag  and 
manure  he  ca^  procure  to  his  wheat-land,  as  he  chiefly  de« 
pends  upon  that  crop  for  his  rent. 

Barley,  for  the  lame  reafon,  is  now  lels  cultivated,  as  it 
interferes  with  the  ^nanure  of  the  wheat  \  and,  on  account 
of  the  binding  quality  of  the  clay,  it  will  not  grow,  unle& 
it  be  cheriflied  with  refrefliing  {bowers  foon  after  it  isfown  ; 
fJMT  this  caufe,  it  is  judged  a  precarious  crop. 

Beans,  mixed  with  peafe,  ufed  to  be  raifed  from,  the 
croft  ground  in  gre'.it  abundance.  But  in  bad  hanreCb,  it 
b  extremely  difficult  to  get  them  timely  dried  and  flackedf 
without  which  they  are  in  a  great  meafure  loft.  So  that 
wheat,  oats,  and  hay,  are  likely  to  be  cultivated  as  the 
fiirefi  crops. 

Potatoes  are  planted  by  every  farmer,  but  chiefly  for 
private  ufe.  Tradefmen  depend  much  upon  that  valuable 
root.  The  hard  foU  is  not  fo  favourable  as  a  tender  and 
quick,  foil  for  that  crop. 

The  clay  is  equally  unfriendly  to  flax  -,  and  no  more  of 
it  is  fown  than  is  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  each  family. 

They  fow  in  March,  or  as  foon  as  the  feafon  will  per- 
mit,  and  the  foil  is  fo  dry  as  to  admit  them  to  go  upon  the 
fields. 

Their  harveft  is  earlier  than  fome  of  their  neighbours ; 
cfpecially  that  part  of  the  parifh  which  lies  toward  Clyde. 

After  all  the  manure  that  can  be  applied,  the  goodnels 
of  crops  in  this  pariih  depends  particularly  upon  the  feafon.^ 
From  its  declining  attitude  to  the  fouth,  but  efpecially  from 
the  fliffneis  of  the  clay,  it  needs  frequent  ihowers,  firft  in 
the  fprmg,  to  bring  the  grain  equally  through  the  har4 
foil  \  and  then  a  regular  fucceflion '  of  ihowers  to  diifolve 
Ihe  day,  elfe  it  forms  an  impenetrable  cement,  excluding 
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df  'Akm  «nd  moiftizre  from  the  root  oFihe  j^laot.  But  wiles 
Ae'groiuid  is  in  pretty  good  order,  and  is  fkvoured  with 
Itequent  rains,  it  never  fails  to  produce  escellent  crops. 
This  is  fo  remarkable,  that  the  crop  about  the  village  of 
Bothwell  is  looked  to  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  moorifli 
part  of  the  country  as'  the  index  of  the  feafbrt';  and  when 
it  is  very  luxuriant,  they  confider  it  as  a  certain  €gnal  that 
a  greater  ^antity  of  rain  has  fallen,  than  fiiits  their  fitna- 

tlOMa 

As  a  proof  of  what  returns  the  beft  {oil  will  yield,  thefe 
are  attefted  by  credible  authors,  who  both  lowed  and  reaped 
the  field.  In  fome  places  the  crop  has  amounted  to  15 
,  b^dOs  of  oats  per  acre  ;  one  acre  of  the  glebe  produced,  30 
years  &ice,  18  bolls  of  beans )  and  one  in  the  holms  yield- 
ed above  20  bolls  of  wheat,  or  8o  Winchefter  bolhels* 
They  were  doubtlefs  in  high  cultivation. 

The  grain  is  uf  a  fuperior  quality.  The  converfion  at 
the  mill  is  little  (hort  of  meal  for  oats.  It  is  purchafed  for 
feed  by  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  Scots  plough, 
upon  a  lighter  plan,  with  three  horfes,  is  generally  ufed. 

There  is  excellent  butter  and  cheefe  made  in  the  pariih ; 
but  the  dairy  b  not  carried  to  any  great  extent,  owing  to 
the  fmall  farms,  and  the  little  portion  allotted  for  paftore, 
they  depending  chiefly  upon  the  arable  crops  for  their 
profits. 

The  number  of  milk-cows  are  in  proportion  to  the  fize 
of  the  fiarm,  and  will  be  from  6  to  12,  or  14.  They  rear 
their  black  cattle  and  fome  horfes,  both  of  which  are  ge« 
nerally  of  a  good  breed. 

It  is  expeded,  that  here,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, a  more  favourable  rotation  will  take  place.  Inftead 
of  that  ruinous  prance  of  conftant  ploughing  and  fcourging 
the  foil,  equally  impoveriihing  the  tenant  and  the  faroit 
more  will  be  allowed  to  graik,  and  lefs  ploughed.    The 

exceffive 
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exceffive  rat^  of  labour  and  wages,  and  the  advanced  price 
ti  haj  aikd  grafs/  it  b  hoped  will  produce  this  moft  de* 
firable  improvement.  ' 

This  pariih  poflefles  pecaGar  advantages  fof  improve- 
ments, in  the  ftrong  fertile  nature  of  its  foil ;  in  the  happy 
fitnation  of  its  £inns  and  fields ;  in  its  vicinity  to  Glafgow/ 
Hamilton  and  Airdrie ;  in  the  (lore  of  coal ;  in  every 
efiate  being  watered  by  the  Calders,  or  the  Clyde,  and 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  machineries  and  mana£a&ares  \ 
and  in  the  high  degree  of  cultivation  it  has  already  attained.' 
Upon  thefe  accounts,  landed  property  here  is  of  a  fuperior 
value;  and  when  agriculture  Ihall  be  profecuted  witli 
greater  vigour,  thb  parifh  muft  ftill  hold  the  very  firft  place 
in  the  county.— Fiif.  Means  of  Improvement, 

^uarria  and  MmgraA. — The  pariih  tfbounds  in  free« 
fione.  The  quarries  toward  Clyde  are  of  a  red  coloui*, 
fome  of  a  finooth  furfaoe,  and  very  durable.  In  the  uppelr 
part  of  the  pariih  are  federal  free  quarries,  of  a  beautiful 
white;  and  the  houfes  of  the  new  villages  are  all  neat,  and 
weU  built:  '  '         ^ 

There  is  an  excellent  goiri?  coal  in  Woodhall-fands? 
The  pric^at  the  pit  is  a  s.  '9  d.  Sterling  per  tori.  '  Thd 
l^ds  of  Stevehfton,  Olelano,  and  Jervifton,  have  alfo  coalT 
The  price  was  lately  ^oniiderably  advanced,  but  is  again 
Ibmewhat  reduced.  The  chief  confnmption  is  in  the  paZ 
riih  and  neighbourhood. 

limeftone  is  not  found  in  the  pariih  ;  it  is  brought  from' 
Hamilton  and  Kilbride,  at  the  difiance  of  iis  miles. 

Lomguage^  Dnfi^  Mufinerii-^The  language  fpoken  hen$ 
is  Eng^iiht  with  the  Scoteh  dialed.  "^ 

Like  their  neighboois,  within  thslii  ai^  yMn,  they  are 
much  improven  in  their  dreis.    The  women  wear  a  black 
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|Dk  doak  and  hati  ^t  mto  appear  b  Eng^liflicloth  and  a 
1^  Their  appearance  in  pubUc  and  at  ch^Tch  ib  decent 
and  elegant ;  bat  this  talle  for  ihear  and  fioerj,  is  at  onoa 
the  canfe  of  their  demand  of  high  wages,  a^d  wliy  fo  link 
more  of  their  earning  is  allowed  to  accumulate  than  fot- 
merly,  when  they  iiad  fcarcely  more  than  the  half  of  their 
pre&nt  allowanpe« 

In  general,  the  larmers  are  an  induftrioos,  fober,  and 
yirtoons  people ;  regular  in  their  attendance  npon  public 
worfhip  \  juft,  charitable,  and  humane ;  conftandy  engaged 
in  the  culture  of  their  fields,  they  are  happily  removed 
from  the  art»  of  cirpumyention  to  acquire  wealth  ^  orthofe 
of  difiipation  to  obtain  licentious  pleafure. 

The  firft  day  of  the  new  year  is  fbeir  ocdy  holidayt 
which  they  fpend  in  friendly  vifits  and  mutual  congratu- 
lations. Curling  b  their  chief  amufement  in  winter. 
Their  weddings  are  celebrated  with  a  decent  cbeerfulneft. 
After  partaking  of  a  plenti&l  eotertmnment,  the  evcniag 
11  fpent  in  feftivjc  mirth  and  ihp  fooi^ld^ocse. 

Jtnr^/— The  only  river  is  the  Clyde,  which  waters  the 
parifli  alpng  the  fputh  fide,  ii^  a  gentle  declivity,  with  beau- 
fiful  windings,  and  here  and  there  (hallows,  for  the  fpace  of 
three  or  foi^r  miles.  |t  is  fiored  with  trout  and  falmoo, 
^hich  are  taken  urith  the  rod  or  net  At  tfi^  eqd  of  bar- 
▼e^,  and  fqm^times  in  winter,  it  overflows  the  holms  or 
low  grounds;  but  the  experience  they  have  had  wam^ 
fhem  timely  to  remove  the  qrop  oqt  of  danger. 

The  water  of  l{orth  Calfier  riies  from  the  Black  \jaiSx 
in  the  parifh  of  Eaft  Monkland,  and  continues  its  courfe 
Veftward  for  about  S5  miles,  till  it  fidls  into  Clyde,  at  the 
fridge  above  mentioned  ;  and  for  7  or  8  miles  feparatea 
^  I^arilh  ffom  thr  £aft  and  We^Monklands. 

'     the 


of  BotbwelL  323 

Tbe  water  of  Soath  Calder  rifes  from  Ibtreral  marfhes 
aod  fens  10  the  pariifaes  of  Shotts  and  Cambnfnethan,  and 
having  continued  its  coarfe  far  Zj  miles,  talh  into  the 
Cljde  a  little  below  Orbiefton* 

'  They  are  generally  ihallow  in  fammer;  but  in  winter 
and  rainy  feafons,  they  pour  a  great  quantity  of  water  into 
Clyde. 

The  fiream  of  the  North  Calder  is  confiderably  lefiened 
by  the  water  being  taken  into  the  Monkland  Canal  at 
WoodhalL 

Thefe  two  waters  are  chiefly  diflinguiihed  for  the  roman* 
tic  fcenery  of  their  banks ;  upon  which  account,  all  the 
gentlemen  who  live  in  that  part  of  the  country,  have  pla« 
ced  their  feats  upon  the  banks  of  the  one  or  other  of  theie 
two  Calders. 

There  are  no  lakes  in  the  pariilu 

Emintni  Mmi.-*- Notwithftanding  the  adverfe  plan  of 
education  in  the  parifli,  the  following  may  be  named  under 
this  cla&i  who  owed  their  rife  to  more  favourable  femi- 
naries : 

Two  fons  of  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Hamilton,  Meflra 
Robert  and  Thomas,  fucceeded  each  other  as  Profefibrs  of 
Anatomy  in  the  College  of  Glafgow. 

The  laft  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  fon,  Mr  William 
Hamilton ;  a  young  gentleman,  who,  by  his  difiinguiihed 
abilities,  and  indefatigable  application,  foon  acquired  a  very 
high  degree  of  fame  in  bis  profeffion.  He  died  in  early 
fife  -,  his  lois  was  deeplyifelt,  and  univerfally  regretted.  His 
feeing  hearty  and  gentleneis  of  manners ;  his  endearing 
fjmpathy  with  tbe  diftrefled,  almoft  foothing  away  pain ; 
his  rare  and  amiable  virtues,  will  long  live  in  the  memory 
of  his  friends,  and  in  a  very  eztenfive  cicdc  of  fociity. 

in 
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In  this  Ua  muft  be  included  the  hte  Dt&lel  Camplieil, 
£fq;  of  Sbawfield,  brother  to  the  preii»t  proprietor: 

He  was  one  of  the  moft  9Ccompliflied  geatkmen  hia 
country  has  produced.  Nature  was  Hbtral  to  him  of  her 
choiceO  gifts :  Tafte  and  elegance  feemed  narund  to  him : 
He  poffcffed  the  graces  in  perfection :  The  fine  arts  were 
his  favourite  amufcments.  He  fat  in  two  Parliaments,  and 
gave  fuch  proofs  as  declared  him  qualified  to  have  made  an 
eminent  figure  in  the  Britiih  Senate.  Above  aU,  the  in- 
cfFable  fwcetncfs,  the  flowing  fenfibilities  of  his  heart,  en- 
hanced every  accompliOiment,  gave  a  charming  loftre  to 
the  whole  man,  and  rendered  him  at  once  admired  and  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  him. 
•       To  thefe  may  wcU  be  added  Mr  William  Aiton,  author 

of  Horttts  Kiwenfis,  3  vols.  He  was  a  native  of  this  parifli, 
educated  imder  the  friendly  (hade  of  the  laft  gentleman's 
family.  He  went  to  England  in  1754.  In  1759  he  was 
pointed  out  to  the  Princefi  Dowager  of  Wales  and  his  prc- 
fcnt  Majefty,  as  a  man  heft  qualified  to  form  a  botanical 
garden  at  Kew.  Under  their  encouragement,  he  ftudied 
and  laboured  for  34  years,  colleaing  from  every  comer  of 
Britain,  and  the  remoteft  climes,  every  rare  and  valuable 
produ£lion  of  the  vegetable  creation. 

How  far  he  fucceedcd  in  a  talk  fo  arduous  and  laudable, 
the  prefcnt  highly  finiflied  ftate  of  that  place,  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  beft  judges  of  thefbotanical  fciencc, 
and  the  accurate  dcfcription  given  by  himfclf,  are,  and  it 
is  hoped  fliall  continue  to  be  the  rooft  ample  teftimonics 

for  ages. 

In  him  the  gentleman  and  the  Chriftlan  were  happily 
united.  By  bis  patronage,  multitudes  with  their  families 
are  now  comfortably  fettled  in  the  world.  Placed  in  the 
bigheft  fphere  of  his  employment,  he  acquired  the  appro- 
bation  of  aU  ranks.  He  was  honoured  with  very  particu- 
lar 
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kr  marKs  of  the  bolmty  and  favour  of  our  mofl  andmbk 
Soptrngn.  His  name  and  fame  extended  to  every  quarter 
ofdiegkbe;  proved  paflports  to  difiant  kingdoms;  and 
his  recommendations  were  fufficient  introdudHons  to  men 
of  icaence  in  fdr^gn  Courts. 

He  might  be  called  the  Scotch  linnaus^  from  whom  the 
jmtnger  Liimdtus  received  no  fmall  improvement.  What 
an  hononr  to  his  country,  and  what  praife  is  due  to  fuch  e- 
minent  virtue !  He  died  at  Kew,  Feb.  i^*  1793*  His  (on 
Ittcceeded  to  his  charge  *. 

Amhqtfitut^ — ^The  caftle  of  Bothwell  f  is  a  very  ancient 
and  noble  flrudure.  In  its  decayed  fUte  it  exhibits  fome 
ftrikiag  remains  of  its  former  fplendor^  and  is,  perhaps,  the 
moft  magnificent  ruin  in  Scotland.  The  work  is  all  done 
with  poliihed  fione,  of  a  red  colour ;  the  apartments  very 
lo&y.  What  of  it  remains  occupies  a  fpace  in  length  234 
£eet,  and  in  breaRith  99  feet  over  the  walls.  The  lodgings 
are  confined  to  the  eail  and  weft  ends,  and  many  of  them 
fuflkicntly  diftinguiflied.  The  chapel  is  marked  with  a. 
nnmber  of  (inall  windows,  and  like  a  chamber  of  fiate  oS 
it,  with  two  large  windows  to  the  fouth.  The  old  well  ia 
the  comer  of  one  of  the  towers,  penetrating  through  the 

rock 

•  Foneral  Sermon  by  Sfflit]i,  Ctmberwell.  Monthly  Ketiew  of  (kii 
Seimon«  (May  1793.  **  H^e  vrho  knew  the  man  have  good  reafoo  to  bo- 
**  licve,  that  the  teftxmony  here  borne  to  his  worth,  his  gcnoine  piety. 
*«  hb  exemplary  mortUty,  and  his  exteofive  benevolence,  is  no  more 
^  than  his  juft  dae.  Real  merit  is  fometimes  exaggerated  in  funeral  pa- 
^  Begyrics  \  bat  this  ia  not  the  ca&  in  the  prefent  inftance." 

t  The  Caftle  of  Bothwell  and  the  Provoftry  once  made  a  eonrpicMOf 
figure  \n  the  parifli,  i«d  in  the  hiJIory  of  Scotland.  The  firft  is  ftilt  vi- 
fiud  by  die  cuiioos,  and  admired  in  iu  ruins.  As  there  is  nothing  p«- 
bltihcd  icfpeOing  tl^am,  thefe  few  hints  have  befo  procured  withibiBe 
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rode  to  a  good  fpriog,  was  diicoverad  a  few  yeanfioee* 
The  flair  of  one  of  the  higheft  towers  is  almoft  entbe  t» 
the  top,  which  prefents  an  immenfe  height  above  the  river« 
The  court  in  the  middle  was  probaUy  defigned  to  eontsia 
their  cattle  and  provifions  in  cafe  of  an  aflaolt,  an  arrange- 
sncnt  peculiar  to  many  ancient  caftks.  The  entry  is  on 
the  northt  aboat  the  middle  of  the  walL  Veiliges  of  the 
foffe  are  yet  vifible.  It  appears  to  have  been  bniit  and 
enlarged  at  difierent  times,  and  by  the  ieveral  proprietors 
who  occupied  it. 

The  following  is  a  concife  ftatement  of  the  various  kffds 
or  mafters  it  had  received  in  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune : 

**  It  was  anciently  pofleffed  by  the  Mnrrays  *•  But  ia 
the  time  of  King  Edward  L  it  was  given  to  Aymer  de 
ViiJance  f  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Governor  for  him  of  the 
Ibuth  part  of  Scotland.  Upon  his  forfeiture,  it  was  given 
by  King  Robert  Bruce  to  Andrew  Murray,  Lord  Bothwellp 
who  married  Chriftian,  fifter  to  that  King.  With  hb 
grand-daughter  it  came  to 'Archibald  the  Grim,  Earl  of 
Douglas,  by  marriage,  and  continued  in  their  fiimily  till 
their  forfeiture  by  King  James  II.  1455.    After  the  for- 

fiettttft 

•  M.  S.  Mr  Htmtlton  of  WUhtw,  Advoeatts  Li^my. 

f  1307.  Ksrl  Pemhrcikf  baTiog  the  eomffltnd  of  the  E&sliih  army; 
ehaPcnp^'d  Bruce  to  Bght  him  at  the  bottom  of  Loadon  Hill  He  aC' 
cepNvl,  a;id  defeated  him.  The  £arl  retreated  to  Boibxafll  C^ffk, 
Guts. 

1356.  Edward  UI.  publilhed  writs,  dated  from  xhtCttJIle  ufBotkwell, 
ordeiing  his  Parliament  to  aflemble,  and  concert  the  proper  meaos  of  de- 
fetding  his  kingdom  agataft  the  Scuts/and  cooimandinf  his  admirals  to 
•ppafe  the  French  fleet ;  putting  them  in  mind  that  hit  prof  eoitors  vers 
always  mailers  at  fea.  Thefe  papers,  written  at  BothweU,  are  copied  in 
Rymer*s  Foed.  vol.  4  p.  711 

X33'7.  6Th  jMifch.  Sco.s  befiege  Bo'bwill  CafiU,  took  It  bj  ftona  from 
the  £ngUib,  aod  level  it  to  the  grottad«     C0tb. 
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Cettttre  off  the  fiMSkily  of  Doo^m,  die  bulk  of  the  lord(hip 
of  3othweU  was  given  to  Lord  Grightony  (on  to  Chancel- 
lor Crighton ;  and  Bothwcti  forcA>  or  Bothwiell  aoor»  waa 
given  CO  Lord  HtiauUony  m  evchaoge  of  the  lands  of  King(^ 
wdl. 

Crighton  waa  fiorfetted  in  1481,  for  joining  with  Alex* 
andar  Duke  of  Albany  againfi*  King  James  IIL  It  was 
then  given  by  King  James  III.  to  the  Lord  Monipenny, 
from  whom  it  was  foon  retaken,  as:  having  been  given  by 
the  King  in  his  minqrity  i  and  was  thereafter  given  by  him 
to  John  Ramfay.his  favourite,  who  enjoyed  it  till  the 
14889  when  he  was  forfeited  for  coanterfeiting  a  commiil 
fion  under  the  great  feal  to  the  Earl  of  Northnmberland  ; 
then  the  lordCbip  of  Crighton  was  gifted  by  King  James  IV, 
to  Adam  .Hepburn  LordHaillcat  whom  he  created  Earl 
of  BothwflL .  It  continued  in  his  line  till  Novenlbcr  1567, 
when  James  Earl  .of  Both  well  was  forfeited  for  the  muider 
of  Henry,  father  to  King  James  VI,  Thereafter  it  was 
given  by  that  King  to  Francis  Stewart,  fon  of  John  Abbot 
of  Kelib,  who  was  natural  Ion  to  Kiog  James  V.;  and  he 
being  forfeited  for  crimes  committed  againft  James  VI. 
his  eftate  was  gifted  to  the  Lairds  of  Buccleugh  and  Rox- 
burghy  from  whom  the  Marqitis  of  Hamilton  acquired  all 
the  ibperiority  and  patronage  of  that.lordfliip. 

The  property,  which  was  leis  than  the  3d  of  the  lord- 
ihipy  with  the  Caftle  of  Bothwell,  having  been  difponed  by 
Hepbom,  Earl  of  Bothwell,  to  the  Earl  of  A'lgns,  in  ex- 
change of  the  lordlhip  of  Liddifdale. 

The  faid  William  Earl  of  Angus,  and  Archibald  his 
fim,  in  1630,  or  thereby,  did  feu  the  3d  part  of  the  lord* 
fliip  to  the  particular  tenants  and  poflciFors  thereof,  with* 
oi|t  diminution  of  the  old  rent,  and  referving  the  Caflle 
and  Mains  of  BothwelL  It  was  given  off  as  a  patrimonial 
portion  with  the  Earl  of  Forfar,  but  b  again  returned  to 

the 
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Ifae  bxAUj  otHmnfiaa  ^rdie  d<*lh  of  AxdbibM  Eiri  o( 
'  Fffffar,  who  died  at  Stirling  of  hit  wounds  received  «t 
Sherrifmnirt  in  the  year  1715/' 

The  above  aecoimt  b  eoafinned  bj  this  ctroumflaooe, 
that  the  different  parts  of  the  edifice  retained  each  the 
name  of  the  builder  ^  foeh  as  VaUmce  tower^  Douglas  tower  ^ 
Hamilton  tower,  and  the  Cumtig  tower  \  and  fome  are  ffill 
known  hj  them.  The  D^oglas  familj  had  exceedingly 
f nlargcd  and  imprenred  it ;  their  arms  were  found  in  dif- 
irrent  places  of  the  walL  It  is  impoffible  to  form  a  jot 
idea  of  its  former  greatneis,  as  it  is  {aid, that  a  great  deal  d 
it  was  taken  down  by  the  Earl  of  Forfar,  ont  of  which  he 
built  a  modern  hoiile. 

There  is  this  peculiar  to  that  fnperb  ftmdare,  that  all 
the  neighbouring  objeAs  are  in  a  great  ityle.  The  Cljrde 
makes  a  fine  circle  round  the  Caftlci  thebreaddi  of  the 
river  is  confiderable  *,  the  dreams  fpread  over  a  plain  roc- 
ky bottom ;  the  banks,  on  both  fides,  lure  very  Ugh,  aod 
ndomed  with  natural  wood.  The  Craig  of  Biantyre,  with 
the  ruins  of  the  old  hoofe  of  the  Priors  upon  the  top  of  it, 
immediately  oppofite,  has  a  ftriking  eifeft ;  while  this  no- 
ble monument  of  ancient  grandeur  extends  along  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  north  bank,  with  a  bold  afpeft  to  die  fouch,  at 
both  ends  rears  its  lofty  towen,  and  dignifies  the  whok 
Icenef. 


*  James,  I«ord  Hamilton,  mtrried  Eophtm  Grahwn,  daoghter  of  the 
£srl  of  Strathenit  and  fecond  wife  and  widow  of  Archibald  the  $th  £arl 
of  Douglas ;  anii,  in  her  right,  was  in  polTcffion  of  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  lord(hip  and  baronj  of  Bothwell.     Crawford. 

t  See  Buildings    BothwcU  Houfe. 
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'^dtiwett  Church, — Both  well  cburchi  or  outre,  is  'aa  old 
flnifturei  iiri  the  Gothic'  ftyle,  ofieicellerft  virbrkmauihip, 
•^^Jo  feet  m  le^igth  over,  the  walls,  and,  39^4  )>ri^adth. .,  It^is 
fUn  ehtlre/and  tt&'d"  fpr  public  worfhig;  .onljxht,  »{>ortjco« 
at  the  weft  end,  was  takep  down  1,7  lQv  to'  admit  of  a^jno* 
•d^rd  adHitipn,  to  accommodate  the  congregatioQ.  ,The  roof 
is  afbhcd  arfd  lofty,  and  'from  within  makes  a  vexy  fine  ap- 
"peardnfce.  It  is  liented  ivith  a  tire  of  large  windows  99 
each  fide,  arid  agreat^wi.ndow  in  the  eait  endj  in  the  up- 
per part  of  Which,  tlit  llouglas  atms  are  cut,  and  at  tjie 
r6uth  corner  x>f  the  window,  withm  and  without,  quartered 


fioneVf6niewhat  iii'llie  form**of  pan-tile$,     Xhc:,whole  edit 


of  tiie  mafl^er-naafoh  is  written  in  Saxo\i  charafiers, 


A  cell  is  placed  upon  the  back  wall,  which  enters  from 
within^  wbere  tbe,font  bafon,,  of  ilone,  built  in  the  w%l], 
and  the'ftone  pitcher,  ftanding  in  the  middlej^f  the  paved, 
vatilt,*  are  j^et  complete.  ^ 

In  the  two  eaft  corners  of  the  church,  are  two  fepulcbpl., 
monuments  of^the^arl  pf  Forfar  and  fod. 

^Prbvojffy^  or  Qo/fegtate  Qhurcb  ofBothwUi^^Tht  col- 
legiate church  of  Bothw^  *  was  founded  zoth.  of  Odober  T 

V0L..XVT.       Sf  1398, 

^  iLwas  tefore  a  cloifier  of  nans.    Spotfvrood^s  Appendix. 
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1398*  by  Archibald  the  grim  Earl  of  Dooghs,  £97  a  Pro* 
vpft  and  eight  prebendaries  ;  to  which  he  grants  the  lands 
i^  Oiberington»  or  Orbi&on,  in  bis  baron  j  of  Both  well, 
and  the  lands  of  Nethemrdi  and  mill  thereof  in  the  iheriff> 
dom  of  Peebles,  in  perpHmamditmqfimam. 

The  endowment  of  the  chnixfa  was  very  great ;  fin:  be* 
fides  thele  lands,  there  was  given  them  a  right  to  all  the 
tithes  of-BothweU  and  Bartrom,  Shotts,  Avendale,  and 
Stonehoofe  p^riihes,  and  feveral  fnperioritics.  Mod  of 
tbele  iaperionties,  with  part  of  the  property,  and  whole 
tithes,  belong  now  to  the  Oiike  of  Hamilton,  who  is  both 
patron  and  titular. 

The  Noble  founder  died  in  the  1400 ;  and,  ^  t^itioo 
h*as  it,  is  bbried  with  his  Lady,  tinder  a  large  marble  Axmz 
in'theeaftend'Qf  the  faid  quire.  In  the  year  1400,  D^- 
Vid  Prinpe  of  Scotland  was  married  to  Marjory  Oongla^ 
daughter  to  Archibald,  the  grimi  £arl  of  Douglas,  in  the 
church  of  Both  well.  .        , 

'  'The  prebendsuries  had  each  a  houfe  and  yard,  round  Uie 
church.  The  fioufes  are  demolifliedy  but  the  yards  retain 
tKe  names  of  Vicar  yard,  Prebend  yards.  The  Provoft  of 
Bothwell  had  a  vicar  at  St  Catherine's  Chapel,  for  fervmg 
the  upper  part  of  the  parifli,  now  called  the  Shotts.  But 
after  the  Reformation,  it  was  divided  into  two  pariflies* 

Provofls  and  Mtniftiri  of  JBfotiwi/l— The  firft  Provoft 
was  Thomas  Varoye  pr  Barry.  He  was  bom  in  the  reign 
of  King  David  IL  and  probably  died  toward  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  tf  kobert  HI,  He  wrote  a  poem  on  the 
battle  of  Otterburo,  fought  5th  of  Auguft  1388. 

The  next  ProvQfi  was  WiUia^  Fpulis,  defigned,  Cmfios 
jfrivAtiigiUi^  et  Praepofitus  de  Both  well,  by  King  James  I. 
fl3d  year  of  hb  reign^^His  fucceflbr  was  JVilluim  Pont. 
He  was  keeper  of  the  privy  feal|  and  is  a  witnela  with 

John 
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John  fiiihop  of  Glafgow,  and  others,  to  a  charter  of  Kin^ 
James  L  at  Edinbargh  34th  Maj,  24th  jear  of  King  James's 
x^ign.— -He  was  facceeded  by  Dr  *^obn  Raljlon,  a  younger 
foQ  of  the  family  of  Ralfton  in  Renfrewdiirei  in  the  reign 
of  Kmg  James  I.  From  being  parfon  of  Cambuflang,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  provoftfhip  of  Bothwell,  both  being 
in  the  gift  of  Archibald  Earl  of  Douglas  4  fo  defigned  in  a 
charter  OAober  24.  X4i6. .  Was  afterwards  Dtan  of  Dun* 
keld ;  Sicretary  to  King  James  II. ;  Bijbop  rf  DunkM^  in 
X448  9  Lord  High  Treafurer  in'1449;  died  in  X452.-«Ga^ 
Tin  Hamilton  occurs  next»  a  fon  of  the  firft  'Lord  Hamit* 
ton.  He  accompanied  faia  father  to  Rome,  where  he  went 
to  get  his  fimndation  of  the  collegiate  chnrck  of  Hamilton 
ratified  by  the  Pope's  boll.  He  took  orders  when  advan- 
ced in  life,  became  Provoft  of  the  collegiate  church  of 
Bothwell^  of  the  Earl  of  Douglas's  patronage,  and  is  in 
that  office  1450. 

George  Hepburn,  a  fon-  of  Adam  lecond  Lord  Hailes* ' 
was  -made  Provoft  of  the  collegiate  church  of  Bothwell 
X493.    He  was  afterwards  Lord  High  Treafurer  <rf  Scot- 
land, Bi(hop  of  the  Ifles,  and  flatn,  with  King  James  IV.  ac 
the  battle  of  Flowden,  1513* 

James  Bethune  was  Provoft  of  Bolhwell  1503,  aftcr^ 
wards  Archbifliop  of  St  Andrew's. 

Alexander  Hepburn  was  Provoft  of  Bothwell  xji;*  ob- 
tained a  charter  of  the  lands  of  Kcttleftown,  in  the  parifli 
and  county  of  Linlithgow,  under  that  defignation. 

Minifiersfitct  f he  Reformation  1  $60^ 

Mr  John  Hamilton,  minifter  of  Bothwell  1574 ;  his  fttpend 
the  haill  provoftry  of  Bothwell,  lately  difponed  *. 

Mr 

•  lUgUUr  of  aiTjgnatlons  of  t!ic  ralnifttr's  fti?cn«J,  M  S.  Advocates 
library. 


324  Statiflical  jlc(;ounP 

Mr  Gavin  Hamilton,  miniftei;,  1604. 
Mr  Robert'Soyd;  miniiler,  1618  ^iod  1635.    .    '  .  *i 
Mr  Matthew  Mackell,  minifter,  16501  outed  at  the  Rcftara-*' 
tion  of  Charles  II.       ' 

Epifcopat  MUttiflers  c^ter  the  RiftorfUion* 

AJr  Joht^  Cafftairs,  1660.  ^  ... . 

Br  Robert  Dop^Us,  aftefwardi  BSbop  of  Bumbkliev  de- 
prived at  tht.RcirolatioDU 
Mr  Alexander. Kiiineir/i68Ew.  1^  ^ 

Mir  .Thoma».HamiItoo» 

Mp  Robert  DDaglasy  fah'tothtr.{brsDery^  and  miMft^here 
i:at  the  Remlntiaa..    ::  * 

*.    I    ..       .      ,^/ter  .tf>t  Rfvof^kn*  i        ..:.... 

Mi?  John  Orr,  triwiflfttisdtVEdiiiburgh.     - 

Mr  William  Hamilton,  ordained  1709. 

Mr  James  Hamilton,  his  fon,  ordained ^746. 

Dr  James  Baillie,  1762  ;  afterwards  Profcffoi'  of  Divinityi 

Glafgow.  ' 

The*  incumbent* 

Ban/eofBbi&WdiJSnd^e^—Vlit/oxrAi  ficfc  of  this  bridge- 
was  the  fcene  of  an  engagement  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 
1679,  between  the  whigs  of  covenatit'efs,  and  the  KingV 
army,  x:6mmahded  by  the  Dnke  'bf  Monmouth.  I'he 
King's  army  advanced  by  the  north,' or  Both  well  fide.  The 
covenanters,  divided  among  tbemfelves,  were  foon  thrown 
into  confufion  -,  400  were  killed,  chiefly  in  the  purfuit,  and 
1200  taken  prifoners.  It  is  faid  thftt  they  did  not  exped  to 
fight,*bcing  niilinformed  that  the  Duke  \yas  ordered  to  ob- 
ferve  pacific  meafurcs.  It  is  told  by  the  hlilorians  of  thofe 
times. 

Botiviga' 


i^iftas  .formerly '(the' p]r)>p^rtj  of  Jihaes  Hamilton  of-Botkn 
wellThaughj.wboiCi^  Janaaf/  1570)  IhdtMhc-  fearl  of 
Murray ^j  rqg^t,,-  ^-  Lialitb^oivl  He  ^  efcapM  to  KaxniU- 
ton,  s^nd.froittitbiiPoelo.Fralicei^t  c.  ..   .         ;  '  • 

About  .a  qi^teciof' a  mile 'eaft- from*  this,  th^re  is  a^ 
lH:tdgfi.o1ier.thei§aitthUaaIder,  jiSd^'^ttr-^e  of  Ronniii  con- 
Ib^ifni  -9  of^on^  lurchyingfa,  verjr  narrow,  anci  without  hd- 
ge^f^  Th^iRfihien:  naad  cnJ!^^  W^Hirfg^^rteti  one  of  the 
four  i  famous  ways  that  the  Romans  anciently  made  \tt 
BfiiaiTii  wa^.afew'.yiears.ago  m.eorire' poreierVation,  leading 
.to.it  from  the  ^afi,  through  IMimA  pii^At\^  but  xt  is  now* 
fcarfie  diiceixiiblei  J)eipg.iem(iv4d  1^'  the*  courfe^bf  the' 
plough.  .         •.•:'/...-    -^    ♦  '  » 

A  mile  above  this,  upon  the  bartks.^of '  the  fame  Water^ 
there  is  a  quarry  of  the  fineft  millflones  in  the  wed  of 
Scotland.  They  are  fent  for  from  Carron,  and  otiierdi- 
Atnt  par^  of  the  country! 

Three  miles  higher' Upon  the  north  bank  of  the  Calder; 
in  the' middle  of  the  ^Heep  rock  npbir  which 'the  hdule  of 
Cleland  ftand^.  i^  a-  large  naturci  cohe^  which  had  been 
partly  improven  5y  art,-  capable  of  htlding  40  or  56  men, 
of  difficult  accefs.  The  entry  was  fecured  by  a  door  ax)d 
an  iron  gate^  'Gxirf-  In  'the  foHd*  rock  -,  the  fire-place,  and 
part  of  Uie  chimney  and  fioor,  ftllt  remain.  The  tradition 
19,  that  it  had  been  ufipd  as. a  place  of  concealment  ^n.the 

troublefome^ 


•  De  Thou  writes,  lli-t  Ke  was  folicited  to  aiTJUnale  the  great  Admi- 
ral Coligini,  bat  refufcd. 

t  IkeniW  Street,  Fofs,  Ermin  Street,  and  Wat  ling  Street  \  fo  called 
froa  ooe  VitelliamtSy' fappofed  to  have  faperintended  the  diredlion  uf  it  \ 
tiie  icito|k;,call$r^  VitelUanas,  in  dieir  Ian|oage«  Gueulin. 

.  «.  '  Camb.  Brif. 
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traablefoine  dmes  of  the  oountry^  as  iar  btudc  as  the  gt3knt 
patriot  Sir  William  Wallace }  perhaps  by  the  hero  hnn^ 
ielf,  and  his  trufty  band :  AUb  during  the  violent  &uds  be- 
tween the  ho^fe  of  Gleland  and  Lanchc^  '^  ^^nd  efpectall/ 
in  the  convolfions  of  this  coontrj  under  the  Charles's. 

It  is  an  inftruAive  monument  of  the  happy  diflereoce 
between  the  date  o£  our  anoellors  and  our  prefent  fituatioo, 
where  tranquillity  and  fecority  are  inlisribed  upon  all  ow 
habitations,  from  the  princely  dome  to  the  humbleft  cot- 
tage. 

About  79  years  ago,  a  little  after  the  acccffion  of  the 
prefent  Royal  Family,  when  their  mild  and  gentle  fptrit 
began  to  be  univerfally  felt,  the  iron  gate  was  taken  down, 
the  hinges  torn  from  the  rock,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  aever 
need  to  be  repaired  agun* 

Faffing  to  the  North  Calder,  the  next  objeft  which  at- 
|tra£b  notice  is  the  houfe  oiLaucbope.  It  was  the  leat  of  a 
very  ancient  family,  the  mother-family  and  chief  of  tbe 
Muirheads.  It  is  an  ({Id  tower-houfe^.  the  walls  of  a  prodi* 
giotts  thickneis  \  part  of  it  fell  lately,  and  part  is  ftill  in- 
habited.   It  has  gone  through  Ceveral  hands. 

(?i&a^^/,— nocth-eafi  from  Lauchope,  was  formerly  a  reli- 
gious houfe,  of  what  order  b  not  known. 

'  TCeff^  Lands^r^Tbc  lands  of  Greenfide  and  Shirrel,  were 
[  of  thb  defcription. 

Seats f  -—  Buil£ngs^ 

The  principal  are, 

f**  The  houfe  of  Bothweff,  latdy  bulk,  and  the  refidenee  of 
[  Lord  Donglasr    It  is  a  handfeme  edifice,  Hands  a  Uttlc  caft 

|ro» 


Sranif  tbe  ^.caQk;  tod  at  once  comtnsmds  tB'e  chttnaing 
ffWp  <d  bctsttieai  'tnfing  from  the  baoks,  the  riTer/  the 
robs,  aad  the  adjaoent  cbuotry.  The  Bpartinent&,  like  the 
jpeatobjedathafrfonrpimd  them^  on  :inarked  with  a  dig- 
nified fimplid^.  'The  baoks  are  broad  and  exteiifivei 
exhibit  a  ^ery  pidorefqise  fcene  v  htfve  been  much  iinpro* 
ved.of  late»  witbpleafdw  walks^  huts  atid  fhrubbery.  The 
walk  trom  the  hoafe»' along  the  fununit  of  the  bank»  and 
round  the  ruins^  is  nio&<  delightful.  Nature  b  trulj  Great ; 
ber;fleps  are  carefidlyt^foUowied,  and  a  good  tafte  difcover- 
ed;.: .  A  grove  61  bake  occupies  one  parli  of  the  banks^a!^ 
ready  coofideraUy  aihraneed,  and  Will  make  a  venerable 
figure  in  fiitnre  dmesL  The  pai-k  is*  inclofed  with*  a  re- 
markably good  walL  » There  «bre'  few  places  more  fiivour« 
ad  from  fitnation;  or  capable  of  greater  embellifliment. 

.Tbefirfl  who  had  the  merit' to  difoam  the  beauties  of 
tfaeie  banks,  even  ia 'their  rude  ftate>  covered  with  natural 
woodt  and>to  plah  andemnmenee  iki^rovements,  was  the 
kte  Lady  Lucy  Doi^las*. 

With  the  fineft  moral  feelings  of  the  faearti  flie  poflEeffed 
a  wellrcultivated  mirid,  and  a  correA  tafte.  By  arranging 
tbefe  natural,  beauties^-  with  the  aid  of  her  hulbaody  (he 
produced  a  paradife.  Here  (he  fpent  her  leifure  houtSf 
forgot  the  world,  converfed  with  Nature,  and  its  great 
Author ;  and  participated  in  thofe  pleafures  which  were 
pore,  ferene,  and  congenial  to  her  own  mind. 

*'  Qf  i/ait  aimer  les  Champs,  fait  ain^er  la  Vertu.'* 

WooJiaH 
•  Ftrft  LMiy  sfLwd  DmigUs»  tad  fifter  to  ibe  pitfeat  Dnke  of  Mont* 


^]d.,  ItJS'fltuattsd  on  .the.  Uhlps  of  th^  «rattr  of  Vortk 
Cdder^  about  fivo^imleinor^hieafljflRuii'^  dUifch^  -^"tht 
hpcifft  in .  hrge».:wkfa  Arnip'  nobler  «|wutkdmtt» '  tt|d>^t>g«< 
}\bftfsy,  Tjbe  iilfiiofdrQ9iftnd  pbntstlons  ai^inuifxerotfi  umI 
cytenfive.-  :Two  lAvesiles  -from  t^^frfiBqrgtd  to  EAh 
%nrgh»  jrcQm:Jthii.^i4b  tnd:  w^  vMbl^uuis.-  iall«  ttiA  a 
hiUf  ;dle«gil^  jpafling  through  beIvi4dBfr«nd'funk:feiu^ 
focm.;cftito  •ppfQW3h4^<  Itl.hia  4fatlBl^«Yeceived*a  codipkte 
m^Uosmos^'  fitfni'^^tbel  pceiiint'  pfo^vciiflc;'.-.  Ai-  btaoti^ 
fifce  ^(S.vfa^r  h'M  bcirp  foFfned^  .iqioB>  the' banks  of '«hii:fa 
adodern  gaidco^  j)<$^lhHife,(.yinerika,  ^dixitaikgerjx've 
biHl(. t^^gt^t jM^Qt*  :^:SJ^a6ii'e.wa]kaiaiesiattU  al^lhe 
bf^. 0f  tbo-OMfr^ a»d  both  'fidcs'bnuuiraafni  widi  plant- 
ing- jT))e  MQnl^M94'<9«Otltdd&Jlo;itfaer;JCBvn€rj^  aodwiU 
Mv^aOc^  th^  va)uftaf>tbe<€o»lfVi-thBiei&UL  c'Br  fields Jiave 
^fi^fk  l^id  do^«9T  IR  greiHt  Ordlsr^  -phbtMionft'iiijniicdl^^Bne 
-vi^ts.  <open«di  ^aQd';a..43ore  elrgutL-ndiJcJieexiiil  9^p0ft 
given  to  the  whole.  Few  places.^iB'j^Ctorcft oFSixiilafli 
^^^upf^aiaoroUbenll  kak;  Scft^i.gcflilimeb  ^uhdtribod 
the-  iiD>prpvenient9:'aad'  tateroflfr  of  Iheir  iconntry  ^^iexttt 
tbfi)!  the  prpprieMr^.^'have  done/  more,  than  Ih^opDo- his 
fcFeral  fcaia,  .  -       :   .;    '  '^      •   '    .    '  / 

I  ».  t>  *  ,  ..    ■ 

.  JSdj^fctllaneous  Remarh^^^eauty  cf  C^^tfdak^  or.  Eint 
FrofpeBs. — ^There  s^fe  many  of  thpfe  in  thfc  partfli.  Oot 
19,  the  view  from  the  weft  point  of  the  village  of  (Jdding- 
flon,  down  the  itvlJr.  •  It  terminates  upon  Daldowie^  where 
nature^  aided  by  an  excellent  tafte,  has  formed  one  of  the 
moft  beautiiul  places  upon  Clyde. 

But  there  is  another  profpe£l  which  merits  particolar 
notice.  It  is  the  eaft  brow  of  the  hill,  upon  which  the  vil- 
lage of  BothWell  flands.  *  This  feem^  to  be  die  great  pits 
xnontory  which  nature  has  ereded  to  contemplate  the  bean- 

lies 


I 


Utt^is/Hh^ViJeofClydt^  -Tkefeavr  mone  in  ttasiGeocral  lia^ 
^f  the  river  above  this^  and  after  it  quits  this^ftriihyitkfi^ 
its  noUe  woody  b«iks,  and  gemrsUy  &lk  Mto^a  flatiiels 
«D  both  fides* 

TI&  eminence  cooMnands  the  mdft  rich  jucI  plea%ftt 
proTpeA  of  an  inland  kind  in  Seothnd.  it<  Woidd  re^ift 
the  pen  of  a  Thomfon  to  do  it  jaftice. 

On  the  right  hand,  and  ibuth  fide  of  the  riv^r^  the  reli« 
^ence  of  the  Dnke  of  Hamilton^  called  the  PdaM,  Ghattk- 
fienmlt,  and  ^ifte  town,  appear  joil  under  the  egre^asDMUl 
extenfive  pleafure-gronndsy  which  maljr'vie  with:iiiiaij^of 
the  fined  places  in  England.  A  little  above  this,  the  irale 
is  contraAedy  the  banks  are  wide  and  de«p,  with  a  gradual 
declivity  on  both  fides,  which  are  occupied  hj  geiitlemens 
featSp  higfalj  cultivated  and  embelli(he4-  Woods  and  plan- 
tations ilretch  along  the  banks.  Numerous  orchards  are 
interfperfed  through  the  groves.  Thefe,  In  the  fprlng,  give 
a  great  part  of  the  vale  an  Italian  afpeA,  or-ratherj 
«— -  **  Tke  Uoon  tf  blowing  ^EdeA  ftir.?' 

in  antnmn  thej  are  richly  loaded  with  fimits,  and  may  be 
called  the  Grarden  of  Scotland.  Beautiful  meadows  cover- 
ed with  flocks,  and  rich  fields  of  com,  adorn  the  holms  and 
plains.  Nature  dirpenies  her  pleafures  with  a  liberal  hand. 
Hill  and  dale^  wood  and  water,  are  finely  blended  together. 
So  great  a  colledKon  ot  rural  charms,  variety  of  fcenery, 
exquifite  arrangement,  and  vafi  extent,  render  the  whole 
4nofl  enchanting.  The  river,  with  its  purling  ftreams  and 
meanders,  diffufes  fertility  and  beauty  through  all  the  vale, 
while  villa  fiicceeds  villa,  with  their  refpeftive  improve- 
ments, as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  till  the  profpe^l,  or 
firetch  of  24  miles,  terminates  upon  Tiatoc.  Twice  every 
day  the  bene  is  highly  adorned  i  in  the  mornings  when 
the  fun  afcends  above  Ihe  noble  mountain  of  Tintoc,  and 
Vol.  XVL  T  t  gUda 
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.  ^ds  the  'vAaAt  Tsk,  and  whtti  he  revifits  it  firom  the  op* 
pofite  peint  in  die  evening.  ' 

It  u  a.  proof  of  a  moftgraeiotts  ProTtdence,  that  the  no- 
bleft  plealnrcs  are  laid  open  to  all.  It  is  ufoal  for  the  vil- 
]a^r»  in  fummer»  on  bis  great  day  of  re&i  Sunday,  morning 
or  evening,  to  walk  out  wi(h  his  Bible,  and  repofe  himlelf 
on  this  great  fofa  of  nature. 

.With  luxuriant  crops  at  his  feet,  under  the  covert  of  or- 
ehards  behitid,  and  this  tranfporting  entertainment  before 
biiB»  ho  |[»rget8  his  weekly  toils,  reads  the  beatitudes, 
daima  au  intereft  in  the  very  firft } 

— -  **^  And  feels  an  inward  blift 
'  **  t^pring  o*6f  his  mmd,  befoad  ch«  p«wcr  of  Kings 
^  To  ptttcbaTo.* 

The  beauties  of  Bothwell  banks  were  celebrated  in  an* 
pent  fong^  of  which  the  following  infident  14  a  (biking 
proof: 

"  So  fell  it  out  of  late  years  *,  that  an  Englilh  gende« 
man,  travelling  in  Palefline,  not  far  from  Jerufalem,  as  he 
paiTed  through  a  country  town,  he  heard  by  chance  a  wo* 
man  fitting  at  the  door,  dandling  her  child,  to  fing^ 

*'  Bothwdl  Bftak»  thou  blooneft  fair.** 

<'  The  gentleman  hereat  exceedingly  wondered»  and  forth* 
with  in  Englilh  faluted  the  woman,  who  joyfully  anfwered 
him»  and  faid,  She  was  right  glad  there  to  fee  a  gentlemen 
of  our  ifle  \  and  told  him,  that  fhe  was  a  Scotch  woman, 
and  came  firft  from  Scotland  to  Venice,  and  from  Venice 
thither ;  where  bet  fortune  was  to  be  the  wife  of  an  offi- 
^r  under  the  Turkt  who  being  at  that  inftant  abfent,  and 

verjr 

•  Verftigao,  in  his  Reftitntion  of  Decayed  IiitelU|»Ga,  Antwffm 
|#o5.  chap,  of  tbt  Simaines  of  oar  Aacteat  f  louUcs, 
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very  fooa  to  return,  (be  intresited  the  gendeman  to  ftay 
there  until  his  return ;  the  which  he  did ;  and  ihe,  for 
country  iake,  to  ihew  herlelf  more  kind  and  bountiful  unto 
him,  told  her  hufband  at  his  home-coming,  that  the  gentlc« 
man  was  her  kinfman  \  whereupon  her  hutband  enteruined 
him  very  kindly,  and  at  his  departure  gave  him  divers 
things  of  good  value." 

In  confirmation  of  this  account  of  the  view^  a  good  pari 
of  thefe  banks  is  now  occupied  by  two  gentlcmens  ieatsv 
Swecthope  and  Both  well  Park.  They  are  both  elegant^ 
iet  down  on  account  of  the  profped,  and  both  enjoy  it  in 
perfe&ion. 

A  new  line  of  road  is  formed  from  Hamilton  to  Lanark* 
along  the  fouth  banks  of  the  Clyde,  and  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  vale ;  it  is  juft  finiihed,  and  maizes  one  of  the 
moft  pleafant  rides  in  Scotland. 

Means  of  Improvement. — One  principal  objefi  is  the 
eommunication  of  a  greater  meafure  of  ufeful  knowledge 
to  the  great  body  of  the  community.  Parochial  fchools  in 
general  are  not  fupplied  with  fuch  able  teachers  as  they 
were  50  years  ago,  owing  probably  to  this,  that  they  who 
have  got  a  good  education,  find  a  more  generous  encourage- 
ment from  the  manufaduriog  or  commercial  departments, 
which  formerly  were  upon  a  fmall  fcale  in  this  country^ 

Parochial  and  public  fchools  (honld  be  efpectally  direded^ ' 

ijlf  To  the  inftilling  of  virtuous  prinaples ;  teaching  tb«r 
youth  an  abridgment  of  the  Chriftian  religion ;  its  incon- 
teftible  evidence ;  its  incomparable  excellence,  as  fecuring 
the  quiet,  order,  and  dignity  both  of  the  individual  and  tbe 
community. 

The  great  tfefign  of  education  is,  to  form  the  mind  to 

the  love  and  pra£lice  of  virmr.     How  mournful  is  it  to  ob- 

fefre,  that  this  impottant  cbjVd  feems  forgotten,  if"  not 

<  gxpelfed 
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expelled  firom  the  modern  plan  of  education*    A  fjffentr  of 
religion  and  virtue,  or  anj  book  relating  to  the  Scriptures^ 
is  not  taught  in  the  higher  or  lower  feminaries  of  learning  v 
m  few  queftions  of  a  Catechifm  are  got  hj  rote,  after  the  al* 
phabet,  and  feldotn  repeated,  as  if  it  were  an  infult  to  an 
advanced  underftanding.     This  may  juftlj  be  confidered  as 
the  great  caufe  of  the  immorality  oftbe^tge.  When  a-jronth 
is  fent  abroad  into  the  world,  without  a  rational  perfuafion 
of  the  importance  of  religion  \  of  his  obligations  to  virtue  -^ 
deftitute  of  one  argument  to  defend  htmfelf  againft  the  at- 
tacks  of  its  adverfaries,  what  can  be  expeded,  but  that  he 
will  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the  allurements  of  vice.    Hence, 
in  high  life,  infidelity. and  impiety;  in  lower  ranks,  mif- 
taken  views  of  religion,  bigotry  and  fuperftition,  inftead  of 
the  weightier  matters  of  the  law. 

What  a  reproach  to  this  age,  with  all  its  faoafted  im^ 
provements  in  arts,  in  philofophy,  and  under  the  laft  dif- 
'  penfation  of  Heaven,  to  be  outdone  by  ancient  heathens  in 
their  plan  of  education.  They  taught  their  youth  deeds, 
and  not  words  :  they  enforced  juftice,  generofity,  magnani- 
mity, all  the  virtues.  Hence  the  illuifaions  characters  they 
reared  in  all  (lations  and  capacitleSi  iiitherto,  alas!  unequal- 
led in  any  fucceeding  age. 

Quid  mufiB  fine  moribus  yanz  proficiant? 

.  If  ever  a  rg^xKra/fitMi  takes  place,  it  muft  be  by  a  «^-/tf- 
jous  education  of  youth.    Laws  may  fecore.  external  order, 
but  can  never  amend  tbe  heart*. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  laft  General  AiTemSly 
(1794)  have  enjoined,  that  a  more  particular,  atteotioa 
ihall  be  paid  in  parochial  fchools  to  teaching  the  youth  the. 

*        principles 

•  See  Dr  Hardj^s  extelleot  Secxnta  at  tbe opepisgof  dif  Q^t^ 
Afl*embly  1794. 


of  BotBweiL  333 

yriociples  of  refigiDB.    But  the  evil  15  of  great  magnitndei. 
and  requires  an  adequate  remedy. 

When  the  virtuous  Filot  has  brought  the  veflel  of  State 
Arough  the  perilous  ftorms  that  afTauk  it,  fafe  into  the  ha^ 
ven  of  peace,  would  it  not  be  a  tafk  worthy  of  his  head  ani 
bemrt>  to  invigorate  the  falutary  rules  refpeding  fchook 
rail  colleges  ^  to  add  new  ones,  if  judged  expedient ;  pointing 
the  whole  to  the  efie&ualeftablifhmentof  a  fyflem  of  national 
virtue.  What  fo  likely  to  £ecure  the  noble  purpoie  of  the 
Royal  proclamation?  What  more  defirable  to  the  moft  | 
virtuous  Sovereign  in  the  world,  who,  by  a  thoufand  daily 
proefr,  ihows,  that  the  virtue,  felicity,  and  glory  of  hia 
people,  is  the  fopreme  and  conflant  wiflb  of  his  heart ! 

The  preient  alarmiug  effeds  of  a  long  MnprincipleS, 
though  faJbimuMt  education^  in  a  neighbouring  country^, 
holds  forth  an  wfult  adrntmition  to  the  natums. 

!•  The  Latin  language  oi^ht  ever  to  be  held  as  an  i»> 
difpenfable  qualification,  elfe  youths  of  genius  may  lofe  the 
ouly  opportunity  of  riiiog  ia  the  worldv  perfons  indtffeKntly 
q^ialified  will  be  put  into  the  oiBce  of  fchoolnrafters ;  and  lite- 
nture  at  lad  will  be  bani&ed  from,  the  country.  Befides  thb^ 
die  youth  iboold  be  taught  the  principles  of  reading  and  wri- 
ttog  the  Englifh  language  with  propriety ;  the  principles 
af  biftory ;  principles  of  geography ;  principles  of  mecha- 
BIOS  ;  the  practical  parts  of  mathematics ;  and, 

3.  The  principles  of  agrkulHtr^:  The  rudiments  of 
which  may  be  reduced  to  as  fimple  a  fcale,  and  be  as  eafily 
auight,  aa  book«keeping*  It  is  now  uught  in  the  univer. 
fity  of  ££nburgfa.  A  fmall  compeod  may  hp  made,  anA 
iUuftrations  procured  on  the  moft  material  parts,  and  com* 
oiunicated  to  the  youth,  when  his  underftanding  is  fufB* 
eieatly  opened,  and  he  is  about  to  leave  thefchool,  and  be« 
nke  himfelf  to  the  employment  of  agriculture. 

Thia 
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This  method  would  create  a  taile  for  agricolcnre  amoi^ 
die  youth  of  our  country ;  an  emulation  would  take  place 
ftom  the  fchooL  The  young  farmer  would  rejoice  to  enter 
upon,  and  excel  in  the  profeffion  of  his  fathers ;  he  would 
acquaint  his  father  with  the  principles  of  the  icience  he 
had  learned ;  the  father,  in  return ,  would  confirm  them, 
with  the  iage  obfervations  he  had  made  in  the  courfe  of  a 
long  experience  \  prejudices  would  be  removed,  important 
knowledge  refpeding  the  art  would  be  circulated  \  a  noble 
enthufiafm  for  agriculture  improvements  would  be  dtSh- 
fed  through  every  parifli.  Premiums  from  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  the  mor^  ingenious  and  indufirious,  would 
give  the  defign  additional  efficacy  and  fuccels. 

This  country  is  employed  in  agriculture,  manuftdures, 
and  commerce.  The  education  ihould  be  adapted  to  thetie 
objeds.  Academies,  upon  a  fimilar  plan,  efiabliihed  ia 
towns,  and  endowed  with  proper  fiilaries,  would  be  much 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  The  bulk  of  mankind  have 
neither  time  nor  money  to  procure  a  liberal  education  ;  a 
fcheme  of  this  kind  brings  infiruftion  within  their  reach, 
and  tends  to  reconcile  them  to  it ;  would  produce  genius 
and  improvements  in  mechanics,  manufa&ures,  in  all  pro* 
lei&ons  \  and  communicate  to  the  generality  of  the  people 
various  branches  of  knowledge,  of  which  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  deftitute. 

The  foundation  being  thus  eftabliihed  upon  a  well  con- 
duced education^  it  may  be  proper  to  add  fome  of  thefe 
means  which  might  improve  the  prefent  ftate  of  agricul- 
ture in  the  pari(h.  Let  it  fuffice  to  name  the  mod  ob- 
vious* 

Hedge-rov3$  and  Inclofures^'^Thovi^  thefe  abound  in 
the  pari/h,  it  is  to  be  wifhed  they  were  reared  with  atten* 
tion,  and  made  more  perfect.    Hedge-rows^  of  fo  }oog  uie 

in 
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b  England,  have  had  a  confiderable  ibflnence  to  bring  that  - 
(oil  to  its  high  date  of  improvement.    This  country,  ficom 
its  bleak  fituation,  and  thin  air,  ;reqaires  warmdi  tonooriih. 
its  plants* 

j4  Belt  ofWoodround'the  Farm-iouft  would  be  an  iffl-    - 
provement. 

Thefe  circular  clumps,  riiing  here  and  there  amidft  in* 
dofed  fields  and  lawns,  would  not  only  ihelter,  but  give  th« 
whole  country  the  look  of  a  moft  eztenfive  pleafore^ 
ground* 

To  moderaie  the  bigb  Price  of  Wages  is  a  moft  important 
objeft  of  good  policy.  The  feat  of  raanu&dures  being  ia 
the  neighbourhood  is  not  a  fufficient  plea  \  the  wages  have 
been  high  before  the  manufafiures  were  fo  flouriihing; 
and  there  is  ftill  a  great  number  who,  from  early  habits^ 
prefer  the  labours  of  the  field.  Gentlemen  in  other  coun« 
ties  have  eftabli(hed  proper  regulations  for  thb  article,  and 
it  is  certainly  the  intereft  of  gentlemen  and  landholdera  to 
confine  this  charge  within  due  bounds. 

Tnkt  Two-lar/e  Bhugb  would  £ive  the  one  half  both  of 
men  and  horfes,  and  efpecially  the  confompt  of  oats.  The 
oats  confumed  by  three  or  four  horfes  upon  a  Gnall  farm 
mtfft  be  very  great.  Lord  Karnes  has  calculated,  that  the 
quantity  of  oats  confumed  yearly  by  the  work-horfes  ia 
Scotland,  amounts  in  value  to  L.  261,940,  x6  s. 

The  Leafesfor  two  19  Tears  are  moft  preferable.    They 
give  encouragement  to  the  farmer  to  expend  liberally  In 
improvements,  becaule  he  confiders  it  as  a  patrimony  to  ] 
hu  fiuDily.    He  trufis,  that  what  he  throws  away  his  foa 
win  recover  with  iocreale.    Short  leafes  and  poor  ftrmers  j 

are 
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«» tkf  gitmt  Wcs  le  ijtnprovcadcats.  If  it  is  objcficd,  'tfuft 
satdvaiKe  of  rent^is  exfcQtd  at  tht  «id  of  the  firfi  19 
jiem^  that  mi^  be  agfeed  upon  at  certain  periods  of  the 
leafe ;  and  if  jadiciouflj  managed  for  38  yean,  it  would  be 
ivt>rth  a  third  or  a  half  more  than  it  was  at  the  beginning. 

A  more  favourable  Rotation  woidd  be  highly  advaatage- 
miM ;  a  great  deal  more  i«  graiSf  and  lc6  in  tillage.  This 
would  be  the  eafieA  method  to  pot  farms  into  good  order, 
•fid  to  keep  them  in  k«  The  half  of  feed^  labour,  and  m^ 
aure  might  be  fpared;  the  work  done  in  proper  feafoag and 
«t  the  half  of  the  expence* 

,  Agmemu  Mm^iua  up^m  tbt  part  rftie  Proprietor  to 
the  tenant  nMy  fomietimes  be  very  expedient ;  remtttiDg 
titm  fbaae  part,  or  allowing  fome  dedoftioo,  in  proportioa 
to  his  Eberal  improvements*  .It  is  not  reqmii(e,  where 
farms  are  in  good  order  \  but  confideriftg  the  general  cond^ 
iaon  of  tenants,  it  is  impoffible  farms  can  be  improved 
otherwife*  Whereas,  if  fash  a  meafure  was  adopted  for  8 
or  9  years,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Iea(e,  the  farnwr  would 
be  enabled  to  apply  a  double  quantity  of  manure,  and 
Miereby  greatly  advance  the  vahte  of  the  ground  K 

But 

*  A  geritlemui  of  property  in  tbc  ntishboorhood*  fiace  Uiefe  rcmvJu» 
iias  favoured  tbe  wriur  with  a  Uw  lines,  repre Tenting,  in  lirong  terms, 
the  injdry  done  by  hunters  to  tbe  farmers  in  this  pArifli.  He  obfenres,  tbiC 
the  exercife  ihoutd  be  confined  to  «fi  open  country,  md  dry  BiMk\  for, 
tf  purfued  in  a  deep  loamy  foil,  as  here,  tbe  damage  may  foon  be  very 
ffeat,  inTohdiig  wbcst,  foivn  graft,  htdgoi,  aad  all  Veg«tatiao  in  taio. 
fo  a  word*  he  does  not  luiow  a  greater  grieTance  that  a  poor  farmer  la- 
bours under.  The  hint  deferves  notice ;  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  who 
is  drefling  his  ftrm  with  a  degree  of  talte  equal  to  my  in  the  countiy. 
To  tbk,  porbtps,  it  will  be  faitf,  that  gentkatn  unll  have  tbek  tfotu 
IToV  with  aU  de&ccacB  It  tlataaUe  ladaadtatprofieffioni  019  it  not  ho 
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Bttt  for  thefey  and  more  effential  improvementSi  we  look 
to  the  Board  of  Agricolture,  where,  from  the  diftingoilhed 
abilities,  zeal,  and  application  of  the  Honourable  Prefident 
and  his  coadjutors,  and  the  countenance  of  our  rooft  gra- 
cious Sovereign,  there  is  good  reafon  to  expe6l,  that  the 
greateft  benefit  will  accrae  to  the  country. 

Farmers  here,  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  have  been  for 
fome  time  fubjed  to  inconveniencies.  The  advantages 
arifing  from  their  neamefs  to  Glafgow  are  of  late  im- 
paired, granaries  being  eftabliflied  there,  and  fupplied  with 
Engliih  and  foreign  grain,  the  brewer  and  baker  are  fur- 
nifhed  in  larger  quantities,  and  upon  a  certain  credit.  The 
(mall  portion  of  the  farmer  meets  not  with  fo  heartj  a  re- 
ception as  formerlj.  The  price  of  wheat,  it  has  been  ob** 
ferved,  is  fuppreffed  till  after  Candlemas,  when  moft  of  the 
Imall  farmers  are  obliged  to  difpofe  of  it.  The  value  of 
their  crops  have  not  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  ma- 
nufiidures  about  them;  lervants  wages  high;  manure 
icarce,  and  the  price  advanced ;  a  fupply  of  horfes  not  to 
be  had,  but  at  a  ver  j  confiderable  charge. 
-  ''  I^ter  ipfe  coIeD4i 
**  Haud  facilcm  efle  viam  voluiL^  Viao. 

He,  therefore,  who  difleminates  the  princifdes  of  jbund 
knowledge  among  his  feUow->citiZ|ens,  and  from  thence  pro- 
duces the  mod  liberal  crops  of  induflrj  and  virtue,  this  is 
the  trme  Patriot^  who  confers  the  nobleft  bleffings  upon  his 
country,  and  merits  iipmortal  praife.. 

Vot.  XVI.  U  u  N  U  M- 

dkcd,  maft  the  Tirtaoas  indoftrj  of  a  poor  fimilx  be  forfeited  for  mere 
amufecnent,  the  fruits  of  the  earth  deftrojed,  and  a  bar  pat  to  thofc  im- 
proTetnents  which  are  jultly  become  the  ohjcA  of  oational  concern  ? 
There  is  no  gentleman  but  will  reply,  that  nothing  can  be  more  diftane 
from  their  fentiments.  What  pity  then,  but  fome  regulations  were  made 
by  chcfie  gentlemen  thenfcWes,  to  preTent  fuch  ravages,  and  to  fecit  re 
fails  of  a  certain  defcription,  which  nature  meant  not  fo  be  (ported  with. 
The  meafure  is  much  waatedi  and  would  be  highly  conducive  to  the  po- 
lice of  the  country. 
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PARISH   OF   RAFFORD, 


(Stkod  of  Moray,  County  of  Elgik»  aub  Presbytert 
OF  Forres.) 


Bj  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Stephen,  Mitnfier. 


Name. 

IN  th«  courie  of  time,  the  mme  of  this  parifli  has  lUlde^ 
gone  fome  variatioii.  Aboat  the  beginiiing  of  the  13th 
century,  in  a  charter  firom  Pope  Innocent  to  Bricius  Uihop 
of  Moray,  it  is  denominated  Rcekfia  it  Ruffus.  How  long 
thb  had  been  the  received  orthography,  feems  not  very 
clear;  but  firom  the  commencement  of  oar  prefbyterial 
record  in  1651, 1  find  it  written,  at  fuccei&ve  periods,  Raf- 
fari^  Raffardj  and  for  about  60  years  back,  almoll  invari- 
ably Rafford.  Being  no  adept,  however,  in  the  ancient 
^elcic  or  Gaelic  languages,  I  will  hazard  no  conjeffaire  a* 
^oi^t  its  true  etymology. 
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Skuation^XSc-'-^Xl  is  fituated  in  the  cdiinty  of  Slgin, 
prefbytery  of  Forres,  and  Synod  of  Moray ;  extends  fronl 
N.  E.  to  S.  W.  above  8  Engltlh  miles  in  length,  and  from 
5  to  3  miles  in  breadth.  On  the  £•  it  is  bounded  by  the 
parilhes  of  Alves  and  Elgin ;  on  the  S.  by  thofe  of  Dallas 
and  EdinkiUie ;  on  the  W.  by  the  river  Findhorn,  and  the 
parilh  of  Foires ;  and  on  the  N.  by  that  of  Kinlofs« 

SoU^  C^r.^^The  face  of  the  country  is  much  divetfified ; 
part  of  it  being  low,  flat,  and  fertile  \  part  of  it  elevated^ 
moorifli,  and  rocky.  The  compleidon  of  the  foil,  too,  is 
various ;  confiding  of  a  deep  and  rich  clay,  a  hot  and  blow- 
ing iand,  a  black  and  (hallow  mould,  bottomed  with  rock  % 
though  the  greater  part  is  compofed  of  a  rough  brown  gnu 
vel,  where  the  bottom  is  a  cotatiaued  ftratum  of  fmall  peb'* 
blet,  fo  clofely  compared  that  no  ploughfhare  almoft  caa 
pierce  it,  and  having  the  appearance  of  calcination. 

Climatic  6*^.— -The  air  can  hardly  be  faid  to  poflTefs  any 
fpecific  quality ;  it  is  rather  dry  than  moift,  rather  healthy 
Chan  otherwife*  The  mod  prevalent  diftemptrSi  at  leaft 
foch  as  generally  prove  moft  £ital,  are  fevers,  confumptiotis^ 
and  afthmas ;  thefe  may  partly  be  owing  to  the  heat  and 
dryneis  of  the  foil,  to  the  clofe  and  fmoky  air  of  the  dwell-» 
ings,  as  well  as  to  the  nature  of  the  food,  efpecially  pota^^ 
toei,  on  which,  for  feveral  months  of  the  year,  many  of 
the  poorer  clafs  are  almoft  wholly  fuftained. 

^£2&.«— The  biUs9  none  of  which  are  remarkable  for 
height,  are  chiefly  covered  with-  heath,  furze,  whins,  and 
juniper.  They  produce  abundance  of  excellent  pear,  turfi 
fallen  fir,  and  other  fuel,  and  aflford  eztcnfive  pafturage  for 
fheep  and  black  cattle* 
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Minerals.^-Hev  are  two  ▼aloabte  quarries^  the  one  oC 
frecftonei  the  other  of  grey  Hate,  both  of  which  are  deem- 
ed inexhaufiible.  The  acoels  to  both  b  eafj,  and  the  nu^ 
terials  are  much  efleemed  ia  biulding,  for  their  eafineft  n 
working  and  durability. 

Cattle. — The  nauve  breed  of  cattle  ia  farall ;  an  ordina- 
tj  ox  or  cow  feldom  outweighing  70  or  80  lbs.  a-qnarter. 
The  hor&s  are  very  indifferent,  except  with  the  beft  fiu:- 
mers*  Sheep  are  numerous,  fiiiaU  fized,  and  mofUj  whiter 
their  wool  is  fine,  and  the  mutton  very  delicate. 

Po/B^i^if.— 'According  to  Dr  Webfler't  report  in  1755, 
the  population  of  RaSbrd  then  amounted  to  1313  fouls. 
From  an  ^curate  lift  taken  in  I79i»  the  number  of 
yariihioners  did  not  exceed  107a  ;  of  thefe  488  were 
males,  and  584  females  %  about  840  were  found  es^ 
aminable,  u  i.  above  7  years  old.  The  number  of  houfe* 
holders  was  exa£ffjr  238  ;  of  whom  X36  were  married,  and 
had  iflue;  x6  were  married,  and  had  no  ifiue;  18  were 
widowers  ;  48  widows ;  the  remaioiag  20  unmarried,  and 
5  of  them*  bachelors.  The  annual  medium  of  births  for 
the  laft  7  years,  as  they  ftand  on  :tbe  record,  may  be  com- 
puted at  32  ^  of  marriage^,  at  8  :  But  of  the  deaths  no  ex* 
aA  regifter  has  been  kept,  owing  chiefly  to  that  reludance 
with  which  the  tax  on  burials  was  paid  by  country  pecN^ 

Poor.-^About  40  poor  are  fupplied  from  the  parifh 
&mds.  Our  capital  ftock  is  L.  50  Sterling,^  and  our  week^ 
ly  coUe^ons  amount  from  a  s.  6  d.  to  3  s. 

Long€viiJ^ 

*  The  late  axes  00  bkths^  btptiiau,  narriqc^  bmislsy  ace.  am  otw 
.repealed. 


cfRsffbrd.  34I 

Xtfiffimiff ««— Few  of  t)ie  nauves  are  remarkable  for  loa* 
gerity.  There  are  now  onlj  about  three  individuak  ia 
the  parilh  whofe  ages  exceed  So,  and  the  generality  of  old 
>  feldoin  attain  that  period. 


Agriculture. — ^Tbe  bulk  of  the  people  are  employed  in 
agricidture»  and  fome  have  pretty  extenfive  farms,  thoogh. 
few  have  begon  to  inclofe  their  grounds,  or  to  lay  down 
green  crops.  This  defed  may  be  partly  owing  to  want  of 
due  encouragement,  as  well  as  to  ancient  prejudice,  to  which 
bft  caofe  it  is  perhaps  too  often  afcribed.  Of  late,  indeed, 
feveral  of  the  farmers  have  built  decent  houfes,  for  which 
they  have  an  allowance  from  the  landlord,  and  a  fpirit  of 
improvement  begins  to  prevail.  Thofe  whofe  farms  are 
in  good  order,  yoke  two  horfes  only  in  a  plough,  with 
which  an  expert  hand  will  make  very  neat  and  excellent 
work ;  but  the  greateft  nnmber  difcover  a  predile^on  for 
oxen,  of  which  they  generally  couj>le  6  together,  and  in 
the  hilly  parts,  (or  as  they  are  called  provincially  tbt 
braes)f  where  the  farms  are  fmall  and  the  tenants  poort 
the  yoke  is  frequently  compofed  of  two  cows,  and  two  hor« 
St3  to  lead. 

Occupations^  (/r.— Spinning  flax  is  the  great  occopation 
of  the  females,  moft  of  which  they  raife  at  home,  and  make 
into  fbeeting,  diaper,  and  &ckcloth  ;  for  little  of  the  native 
growth  is  fine  enough  for  ibirting.  Many  of  the  poorer 
dais,  too,  fupport  themfelves  by  fpinning  to  yam-merchantSy 
who  allow  them  from  10  d.  to  i  s.  per  fpmdk. 

Of  bandicraflfmm  weavers  are  the  moft  numerous  elafip 
amounting  to  16  or  17,  including  journeymen  and  appren* 
tices.  There  are  4  tailors ;  3  blackfmiths  ;  3  millers }  5 
joiatn»  and  fbme  of  the  farmers  work  in  wood,  and  make 
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ifaeir  own  ploughs,  harrows,  carts,  and  other  iteplemcBta 
of  huibandrj. 

RiligioH. — All  the  parUhloners,  (excepting  two  or  three 
&milies,  who  belong  to  the  Secei&on),  profefs  the  Efta- 
blifbed  Religion,  and  are  very  pnndnal  in  their  attendance 
at  church.  Viewed  in  this  light,  thej  appear,  npon  the 
whole,  a  fenfible,  decent,  and  ferious  people*  In  fonner 
times,  indeed,  the  high  and  mjftical  dodrines  of  Calvinifim 
being  univerfiUlj  uught,  and  admired  as  the  only  fyftcm 
of  orthodox  belief,  had  difleminated  among  the  ignorant  a 
fpirit  of  wildnels  and  bigotry ;  but  this,  for  more  than  half 
a  century  pad,  has  been  gradually  fubfiding;  and  it  is  hnm- 
bly  hoped,  that  the  rigid  and  fallible  dogmas  of  mep  will 
no  longer  be  fubftituted  for  the  pure  and  rational  truths  of 
the  gofpel.  On  the  other  hand,  as  no  earthly  community 
is  perfeft,  the  moft  prevalent  vices  I  have  had  occafion  to 
remark  in  this,  are  falfehood,  intemperance,  fenfuality,  and 
petty  thefts ;  thefe  perhaps  will  be  found  moft  congenial 
to  mild  and  temperate  climates. 

Heritors^  Wc. — The  heritors  are  the  Earl  of  Moray,  pro- 
prietor of  Tarras  and  Cluny ;  the  Honourable  Lewis  DuflT  of 
Blervie ;  Alexander  Penrofe  Gumming  of  Altyre,  and  Jo- 
fieph  Dunbar  of  Grange,  Efquires.  The  valued  rent  of 
the  pariih  amounts  to  L.  afisa  :  i8  :  zo  Scots  \  and  the  an« 
nualrent,  of  which  a  great  part  is  vidual,  may  be  eflima' 
ted,  communibus  annis^  about  L.  1600  Sterling. 

EflateSflSc^^TYk^  Earl  of  Moray,  though  he  has  no  fiimily 
leat,  h^ds  fome  of  the  fineft  lands  in  the  pariih ;  his  people, 
too,  furpais  moft  of  their  neighbours  in  the  decent  appear- 
ance of  their  houfes,  and  the  order  in  which  they  keep  their 
grounds.  In  Tanras  they  raife  plentiful  crops  of  wheat, 
3  barky. 
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WIej,  oats,  peafe,  beans, — ^flax  and  potatoes ;  thefe  laft 
are  foaod  an  u&fiil  mean  of  improvement*  The  mode  of 
preparation  is  this :  An  eidiaufted  field  is  let  oat  in  par* 
ceb,  rent  firee^  to  poor  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
OS  their  part  fumiih  the  manure,  labour  the  ground  by  trench* 
ing  it  with  the  fpade,  plant  and  reap  the  crop.  ^  In  this 
manner,  the  bottom  foil,  which  is  a  firong  clay,  being  ex« 
pofed  and  meliorated,  acquires  a  degree  of  fertility  which 
it  does  not  lofe  for  years  after.  The  oats  produced  here 
are  of  a  foperior  kind,  and  highly  efteemed  for  fowing. 
The  lands  of  Cluny,  fituated  in  the  hilly  part  of  the  pariih, 
are  foknewhat  cold  and  backward ;  the  foil,  however,  is 
powerful,  and  the  com  pretty  good  of  its  quality,  and  the 
whole  efiate  is  accommodated  with  abundance  of  fuel  and 
pafturage.  Here  is  the  flate-^uarry  formerly  mentioned, 
whidi  b  rented  from  the  proprietor  by  the  taekfinan  of 
the  farm  wherein  it  lies,  and  by  him  let  out  to  the  quar- 
riersy  at  the  rate  of  40  $•  per  xooo  rough  flates. 

The  barony  of  Blervie  is  a  valuable  eilate,  comprehend- 
ing large  and  fertile  fields  of  corn,  which  produce  grain  of 
an  excellent  quality,  efpecially  barley,  oats,  and  rye.  There 
are  confiderable  trads  of  mooriih  and  hilly  ground  upon  it, 
where  the  paftnre  in  general  is  very  dry  and  falubrious.  It 
is  aUb  well  fupplied  with  fuel ;  for  though  in  fome  places, 
by  the  abofe  of  thofe  who  have  long  had  fervitudea  upon 
them,  the  peat-molTes  have  fufiered  dilapidation,  yet  in 
others  they  ftill  remain  unbroken ;  and  wherever  the  pro* 
prietor's  people  find  a  deficiency  of  peat,  they  have  re- 
conrfe  upon  the  moors,  which  fumiih  them  with  turf  fnf- 
ficient  to  make  up  their  annual  complement*  Mr  Duff 
has  built  a  vtrj  neat  modem  houfe,  which  he  has  greatly 
ornamented,  by  planting  the  adjoining  hills,  improving  his 
farmi  aad  laying  out  his  fields  to  advantage*    The  uicient 

family 
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fiuDilj  ftat  bdonging  to  die  Danbaxiy  b  modly  demoiifli- 
ed  i  all  that  remains  of  it  being  a  high  tower,  which,  ftand- 
ing  on  eletvated  ground,  commands  an  immenfe  profpedt 
bdnding  almoft  the  whole  Moraj  Fridi,  with  a  great  part 
of  the  coaqties  of  Elgin,  Nairn,  Invem^i  Croaiaity,  Rob, 
Sutherland  and  Gaithneis. 

Eaftward  from  this  about  two  miles,  ftands  the  caftk  of 
Burgee,  the  feat  of  Dunbar  of  Grange.  It  is  a  large  and 
beautiful  &bric,  confifting  of  a  fquare  toWer  of  fix  ftorejs, 
built  in  x6oa,  and  an  adjoining  manfion  founded  about  a 
century  later.  The  gardens  occupy  federal  acres,  ccmtain 
a  variety  of  fruit-trees,  and  are  ikirted  with  double  rows 
of  fine  fpreading  beeches.  In  approaching  this  place, 
which  is  very  confpicuous,  the  mind  is  powerfully  im« 
preiTed  with  an  idea  of  ancient  magnificence.  Here  is  die 
freeflooe  quarry  alluded  to  page  340*  from  which,  ttion^ 
great  quantities  of  materials  are  conftantly  taken,  the  pro- 
prietor derives  almoft  no  pecuniary  advantage.  It  is  fur* 
ther  remarkable,  that  though  Mr  Dunbar*s  rental  has  fu- 
fiained  little  or  no  alteration  for  more  than  80  yeais  ; 
though  the  whole  of  hb  lands  are  very  improvable,  and 
abound  with  every  needful  accommodation  ;  yet  his  peo- 
ple are  not  affluent,  their  fiirms  are  poorly  cultivated,  and 
their  hoofes  mean.  Thefe  defieas  mufl  doubtleis  in  fome 
meafure  be  attributed  to  want  of  leafes,  which,  on  account 
of  certain  fiimily  embarraflmcnts,  that  gentlemen  is  not 
difpofed  to  grant  them^  Being  reftriaed,  too,  from  cut- 
ting peat  in  the  moffes  of  Burgie,  they  confume  a  great 
part  of  the  fqmmer  in  providing  their  fuel,  which  they 
muft  bring  from  the  mofles  of  Altyre  in  the  oppofite  ex- 
tremity rf  the  pariih,  where  Grange  has  a  fervitude.  This 
inconvenience  ftill  further  aggravates  the  want  of  agricul- 
tural improvenient  in  l^s  eftate. 

Altyre 
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Altyre  was  formerly  a  dillind  pariih,  belonging  to  the 
pstrfonage  of  Dallas,  and  was  annexed  to  Raffbrd  by  a&  of 
Parliament  i66i.  The  walls  of  the  old  church  remain  en- 
tire, which  till  of  late,  that  Mr  Gumming  ereded  a  new 
tomb,  had  been  the  burying*place  of  his  anceftors  time  out 
of  mind.  The  Cummings  of  Logie,  who  are  a  branch  of 
this  family,  and  mod  of  the  ancient  refidenters,  (lill  conti- 
nue to  bury  here.  The  foil  of  Altyre  is  generally  thin, 
but  iharp  and  produSive.  It  commands  a  prodigious  ex- 
teat  of  hill  and  pafiurage,  and  the  peat-mofles  are  inex- 
hauftible.  The  prefent  proprietor  has  brought  his  farm  in- 
to the  highed  order,  and  obferves  a  judicious  rotation  of 
giten  and  corn  crops,  which  feldom  fail  to  be  rich  and  a- 
bundant.  He  has  planted  about  (ooo  acres,  with  fir  and 
other  timber,  which  are  advancing  rapidly  and  decorating 
the  place.  The  family  feat  is  an  old  plain  building,  with 
two  neat  modern  wings,  and  though  well  fitted  up  and 
commodious,  is  not  fuitable  to  that  fiyle  difplayed  by  its 
ingenious  owner  everywhere  around  it.  Of  late,  however, 
he  has  adopted  the  idea  of  building  a  new  manfion,  on  a 
very  fuperb  and  elegant  plan.  Here  is  a  fpacious  garden, 
abounding  with  a  variety  of  excellent  fruit  and  culinary 
ftu£.  On  the  north  and  eaft  it  is  inclofed  with  a  high 
wall,  which  is  covered  with  a  number  of  fine  efpaliers,  con- 
fiifting  of  apples,  pears,  cherries,  plumbs,  apricots,  neda« 
rines,  peaches,  \Se.  all  of  the  rareft  kinds,  andrmoft  exqui- 
fite  flavour.  For  fome  time.  Colonel  Gumming  has  refi- 
ded,  with  his  family,  in  Tarres,  where  he  has  a  fine  boufe 
and  a  confiderable  property. 

Cburcb,  Stipend^  Cffr.— -The  church  is  nearly  centrical, 
being  fituated  about  3  miles  fouth-eall  from   Tarres  -,   it 
\  rebuilt  in  1754  *,  and  the  manfe  in  1746.   In  the  times 
VouXVI.  Xx  of 
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of  Dioce&n  Epifcopacy,  this  was  the  feat  of  the  fabchanter 
of  Moraj.  Mifs  Brodie  of  Lethen  is  patron.  The  &i- 
pend,  by  decreet  in  17529  is  76  bolls  3  firlots  barlej,  and 
L.  349  :  13 :  4  Scots,  including  100  merks  for  communion- 
elements.  A  procefs  of  augmentation  is  now  depending 
l^efore  the  Court  of  Teinds.-^The  falarj  of  the  Ichool  is 
16  bolls  of  bear ;  it  has  long  been  in  a  flourifliing  fiate. 
By  hb  unreniitting  attention  to  the  morals  as  well  as  profi- 
ciency of  bis  pupilsi  during  a  period  of  more  than  40 
years,  the  prefent  teacher  has  acquired  a  juQ  degree  of  ce- 
lebrity. Many  charafters  now  refpedable  in  the  literary, 
the  commercial,  the  civil,  and  military  departments,  among 
others  the  learned  Redor  «f  the  High  School  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  is  a  native,  received  their  clafScal  education 
here. 

OheKJk. — ^The  only  piece  of  antiquity  worthy  of  remark, 
is  the  Handing  pillar  near  Tarres,  commonly  called  Sueno's 
Stone.  It  is  allowed  by  all  journalifts  who  have  viewed  it, 
to  furpafs,  in  elegance  and  grandeur,  all  the  other  obeliiks 
in  Scotland,  an4  is  faid  to  be  the  fined  monument  of  the 
Gothic  kind  to  be  feen  m  Europe.  Some  time  ago,  when 
it  was  like  to  fall.  Lady  <Aniie  Campbell,  late  Counted  of 
Moray,  caufed  it  to  be  fet  Ui)right,  and  fupponed  with  fe- 
veral  (leps  of  frceflone.  The  height  of  this  fione  cannot 
now  be  eafily  afcertained;  it  rifes  about  23  feet  above 
ground,  and  is  faid  to  be  12  under  it.  Its  breadth  is  about 
4  feet.  What  is  above  ground  is  viiibly  divided,  on  the 
eafi  fide,  into  feven  parts,  containing  a  variety  of  military 
fculptures.  The  greacell  part  of  the  other  fide  is  occupied 
\>j  a  fuiiiptuous  crofe,  under  which  are  two  auguft  pcrfon- 
ages  in  an  attitude  of  reconciliation. 

The 
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The  Reverend  Mr  Cordiner  of  BanBT,  in  his  letters  to 
Mr  Pennant  on  the  antiquities  and  fcenerj  of  the  north  of 
Scotland,  has  exhibited  a  fine  drawing  of  this  monument, 
and  his  remarks  on  it  appear  to  be  more  iatisfadory  than 
any  I  have  read.  He  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  erefted  in 
memory  of  the  peace  concluded  between  Malcom  and  Ca- 
nute, upon  the  final  retreat  of  due  Danes  from  the  king- 
dom.    This  event  b  (aid  to  have  happened  about  the  jear 

1012* 

But  to  whatever  tranfaAion  it  may  allude,  it  can  hardlj 
be  imagined,  that  in  fo  earlj  an  age  of  the  arts  in  Scot- 
land as  it  muft  have  been  raifed,  fo  elaborate  a  performance 
would  have  been  undertaken  but  in  confequence  of  ah 
event  of  the  mod  general  importance.  It  is  therefore  fur- 
prifing,  that  no  more  diftinft  traditions  of  it  reached  to  the 
9ra  when  letters  were  known^ 


NUM. 
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NUMBER   XIX. 
UNITED   PARISHES 

OF 

WHITSOM    AND    HILTON, 


(County  of  BerwicKi  Stnod  op  Merse  akd  Teviot- 

I>ALB»  AND  PrESBTTERT  OF  ChU&NSIDE)» 


B^  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Cupples,  Minifter  of  Swinttm^ 


Situation^  fJc. 

^T^HE  united  parllhes  of  Whitfom  and  Hilton,  in  the 
■*•  prefbytery  of  Chirnfide,  Berwickihire,  are  conjcftu- 
red  to  extend  in  length  from  W.  to  E.  about  4i  miles 
Englifh  i  from  S.  to  N  the  breadth  does  not  exceed  2  j-  miles. 
They  are  bounded  by  Edrom  pari(h  on  the  W.  and  on 
the  N. ;  by  the  parilh  of  Hutton  on  the  E ;  and  by  Swin- 
ton  and  Ladykirk  on  the  S. 

Farm^ 
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Farmu  ^c. — The j  contain  the  following  farms ;  in  enu- 
merating and  defcribing  whicht  I  begin  from  the  weft,  and 
go  eaftward. 

1.  The  firft  I  fliall  take  notice  of  is  Weft-laws,  the  pro- 
perty of  Robert  Hepburn  of  Clerkington,  Efq;  confifting'of 
about  665  acres  ;  the  rent  of  which  is  only  L.  140,  upon  a 
leafe  ;  which,  from  change  of  times,  has  proved  moft  dif« 
advantageous  to  the  proprietor,  without  much  enriching 
the  humane,  but  indolent  tenant.;  as  the  leafe  foon  expires, 
it  will  no  doubt  be  more  than  tripled.  Weft-laws  contains 
a  great  deal  of  fertile,  dr  j,  and  well-ezpoied  grounds ;  but 
much  of  it  marlhy  and  wet,  and  manj  negieded  fields, 
over-run  with  whins,  l^c.  but  verj  capable  of  being  im* 
proved,  when  a  new  leafe  and  an  enterprifing  tenant  (hall 
fall  to  its  (hare.  The  farmer's  old,  plain,  and  unadorned 
manfion,  office  houfes,  and  the  cottages  of  bis  hinds  and  de- 
pendents, form  a  little  village  on  one  of  thefe  long  emi- 
nences with  which  this  part  of  the  country  abounds,  frona 
which  elevation  the  farm  derives  its  name  j  this  fituatio^i 
commands  a  fine  profpeft,  and  may  eafily  be  rendered  dry 
and  commodious* 

2.  Weft  Newton,  the  property  of  Charles  Buchan,  £fq^ 
coafifts  of  250  acres,  rented  at  L.i30,  upon  a  new  leafe> 
(for  it  has  long  been  occupied  by  the  prefent  tenant  and 
his  father),  which  commenced  at  Whitfunday  1794,  the 
validity  of  which  is  now  difputed  by  the  proprietor,  in  a 
proceis  before  the  Court  of  Seffion.  Seventy  acres  of  it  are 
bad,  extremely  fo,  being  moory  and  marfhy,  from  the  wa- 
tery fitnation  of  the  farm,  which  renders  it  often  inaccef» 
iible  from  moft  quarters;  it  is  ufually  called  Buchan** 
Ifie. 

3.  Eaft 
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3.  Eaft  Newtcnit  the  property  of  James  Dickfon  of  An* 
ton's^hillt  £fq;  confifis  of  about  250  acres,  mach  exceeding 
indeed  in  moiflure,  but  contuning  more  good,  drj,  and 
fertile  ground  than  the  former.  It  is  rented  at  L.  160, 
upon  a  leafe  nearly  expiring;  and  this  farm,  along  with 
17  detached  acres  at  the  north-eaft  comer  of  it,  rented  at 
L.  17,  and  amounting,  with  the  rent  of  Eaft  Newton,  to 
L.  177,  conftitutes  the  property  of  Mr  Dickfon  in  this  pa- 
ri(h  at  prefent. 

4.  Langrigg  is,  as  its  name  implies,  a  long  narrow  firip  of 
land,  confifting  of  155  acres  Scots  meafure,  or  186  Englifli. 
It  is  low,  but  weU  improved  and  Ikilfiilly  cultivated,  as  it 
has  very  long  been  in  the  occupation  of  the  proprietor,  its 
rent  cannot  be  prectiely  afcertained,  but  it  i^not  over-rated 
in  its  prefent  ftate  at  L.  i  Sterling  per  acre,  and  of  courfis 
gives  L.  1 86.  It  is  the  property  of  Jofliua  Tart,  Efq;  and 
gives  a  vote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament.  This  eftate 
pays  only  6  s.  8  d.  to  the  minifter,  the  fuppofed  converfion 
of  a  boll  of  oats  of  old ;  the  new  fiipend  not  yet  looalled. 

5.  Ravelaw  and  Eaft-Laws,  the  property  of  Sir  Alex* 
ander  Don,  Baronet,  occupied  in  one  farm,  confifts  of  4^66 
acres,  the  rent  of  which  is  L.  37a.  Along  with  fome  wet» 
jnarfli,  low  lying  ground,  it  contains  no  fmall  proportion  of 
good,  fertile,  dry,  and  well  expofed  ground,  well  improved, 
and  ikilfully  cultivated. 

6.  In  onr  progrels,  there  occur  certain  finall  portions  of 
ground,  too  fmall  to  conftitute  a  fiurm,  yet  not  to  be  omit* 
ted  in  this  account  of  the  parifli.  iflf  the  17  detached 
acres  at  the  north-eaft  comer  of  Eaft  Newton,  already 
mentioned  as  part  of  the  property  of  James  Dickfon,  Eiq; 
occupied  by  one  family ;  thefe  few  acres  are  exceedingly 

'  fertile. 
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fertile,  and  well  improved^  rented,  as  before  ftat^,  at  L.  17, 
Adjoining  to  whichi  on  the  eaft,  lies  a  fea  of  John  Bow- 
maker's,  about  XI  acres,  now  occupied  bj  an  ingenious 
cart-wheel  and  plough-wright  and  fmith,  the  onlj  confide- 
rable  mechanic  in  this  pariih  \  his  rent  L.  14  Sterling ;  thele 
acres  are  remarkably  good  and  well  cultivated ;  they  reach 
to  the  glebe  of  Whitfom  on  the  eaft,  which  glebe  is  rather 
incommoded  by  a  feu  of  a  (mall  fra^Hon  of  an  acre,  and  a 
hoafe  upon  it,  inhabited  by  one  old  woman  on  the  north  of 
the  manfe  ;|and  fliU  more  effeflually  has  this  glebe  been 
hurt  by  day  huts ;  a  fmall  inclofure  of  4  good  acres,  now 
rented  at  L.  6,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  glebe,  (which  the 
miniilers  of  this  pariih  had  very  long  poflefltd  at  a  fmal! 
rent),  being  taken  from  them  on  a  pique  of  the  Laird  of 
Wedderbum,  and  the  refumption  ratified  by  the  Court  of 
Sefliou ;  it  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Wemyfs. 

7.  Handie's-hill,  a  gradually  afcending  ridge  of  a  confi- 
derable  length,  leads  from  the  manfe  eaftward  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Whitfom*  Handle's  hill  belongs  to  the  Earl  of 
Wemyls,  and  is  one  of  thefe  farms  afterwards  to  be  men- 
tioned, as  conftituting  the  very  confiderable  farm  occupied 
by  John  Hogarth. 

WB-  The  village  of  Whitfom,  the  only  one  now  in  the 
united  pariflies,  is  very  inconfiderable,  and  has  110  trade 
nor  manufaAure  of  any  kind  ;  it  is  principally  formed  by 
the  houfe  and  offices  of  the  farmer  of  Whitfom  on  the  weft 
end ;  the  houfe  and  offices  of  a  feuer  at  the  eaft  end  •,  a 
fne  modem  houfe  of  a  feuer  on  the  fouth  eafl  \  ^he  fchool- 
mafler's  houfe  and  fchool,  with  a  few  private  weaver:>  and 
Ihoemakers,  thefe  conftitute  the  whole  village,  which  con- 
taim  143  fouls.  The  farm  at  the  weR  end  of  Whitfom 
l^elongs  to  — ^—  Bofwell  of  Blackadder,  Efq^  rented  at 
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L.  342,  for  not  man  J  more  than  342  acres.  The  feu  at  the 
eaft  end  of  Whitfom  belongs  to  John  Canningham,  who 
occupies  alfo  AitchiXon's  feu ;  thefe  two  feus  contain  38 
acres,  well  worth  as  manj  pounds.  The  feu  on  the  fouth 
fide  is  John  Herriot's,  of  60  acres,  which  are  rather  under- 
valued at  a  guinea  an  acre,  equal  to  L.  63.  Indeed,  all  the 
lands  about  this  village  are  mod  fertile  excellent  foil|  and 
fine  expofure. 

9.  We  (halt  next  enumerate  the  farms  occupied  by  an 
opulent  and  confiderable  farmer,  John  Hogarth,  under  the 
Earl  ofWcmyfs,  their  proprietor: 

i^,  Hurdie*s-hill,  alreadj  mentioned,  which  contains 
5  families,  and  forms  a  fort  of  fuburbs  on  the  weft  end  of 
Whitfom. 

%df  Hilton,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of 
Whitfom,  formerly  a  fmall  village,  with  a  kirk  and  manfe» 
both  now  in  ruins,  in  confequence  of  the  annexation  and 
the  different  arrangements  n}ade  by  the  farmers.  The 
whole  old  pariih,  exclufive  of  Tandinfield,  contains  only 
9  families,  confiding  of  50  fouls* 

3</,  Ttfe  Weft  Vaults,  which,  along  with  Eaft  Vaults, 
wider  another  tenant,  contains  28  fouls  in  7  families. 

/^thf  Cantrigg  and  Deadrigg,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  die  pa* 
rifii,  containing  29  fouls  in  feven  families.  All  thefe  are 
mod  fertile  ground,  efpecially  near  th^^ld  village  of  Hil- 
ton, where  the  fields  are  not  exceeded  in  fertility  by  any 
part  of  the  county  at  a  diftance  from  the  towns. 

10.  South  of  Hilton  lies  Tondinfield,  the  property  of 
Anthony  Fofter,  Efq;  occupied  by  a  farmer,  who  does  not 
refide  upon  it.  It  contains  270  acres,  rented  at  L.220: 
The  foil,  expofure,  and  cultivation  excellent,  as  the  name 
feeuAS  to  imply  \  containing,  in  7  families,  32  fouls. 

II.  Oo 
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<!•  Od  the  north  of  Hikciiy  on  Rikon>hUl>  lies'Myre*' 
fides,  weU  named  from  its  low,  marfhy  fituation,  divided 
into  t¥r^  parts,  one  of  them  a  feu  ot  George  PorV^s,  eo&« 
fining  df  about  20  acres,  fnppofed  equal  tbL.  15;  and  a 
fiDflU  fc^m  of  about  40  acres^,  part  of  Mr  Bofwell's  eftatei 
which  pajsL.  38  of  netit  to  the  proprietor,  and  L.6  to'an- 
old  farmer  for  quitting  it  to  the  prefent  tenant. 

M.  {mm^iatelj  north  of-  Myrefide  lies  the  farm  ol 
Djrltelh^ad,  the  foil  much  inferior  to  the  foil  of  Hilton  and' 
Tmtdiofield,  and  rented  low  accordingly  at  h.  132,  part  of 
Mr 'Bdfweirs  eftate,  as'is  lik^wife  noWTreJ^ch^Law,  within- 
the£s  'few  \veeks  piirchafed  bj  him  firom  a  Mfr  Scott  o^ 
Alnwick, at  nc^y  40  ]f<ears  purchafe,  rather  from: its  cdo^ 
tiguity  to  his  other  grounds,  than  its  fertility,  which  is  cer«» 
tainly,  fcowcrer,  fupetior  to  Bykelhead  *,  it  is  conjeftofcd 
to  hvve  g(ft  its  name  frbm  the  French,  either  as  allies'  of 
fbes,  haring  made  a  neiglibouring  eminence  their  ftatidii 
while  in  this  part  of  the  country  \  the  rent  is  L.  50.  To 
the  tiorth  of  it  lies  Moorhoufe,  a  vtxy  fmaB  detached  piece 
of  ground  belonging  to  the  fame  proprietor;  the  xnoflf 
aordieriy,  and  the  very  worft  foil  in  the  parifli.     ' 

13,  Nordi-weft  of  Dykelhcad  and  French-Law,  the  fed 
•(Leethead,  belongfng  to  Hobert  Chimfide,  confilts  of  44- 
acres,  nrt>ft  of  it  good  feitite  ground,  well  worth  L.  1  Ster^' 
fing/rr^acre.  l^tr^  rife^  Lect,  which,  inconfiderable  as  it 
i),  ia  thr  only  flream  which  has  obtained  a  name  in  thb 
parifli ;  it  is  minutely  defcribed  in  thi^  account  of  Swintofi, 
ifbttre  i(  l>scofnes  more  confiderable. 

14.  Due  eaft  of  Hilton-hill  lies  the' large  estenfive  farm 
•f  Wynnicfield,  called  fo  from  Wynne  Johnflone,  Efq;  itt 
hte  proptietor,   and   now  the    property  of  the  Earl  of 

Vol.  XVL  Y  y  Wemyfs. 
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Wtmj&*  Wynnefield  confifl&of  650  acres.  The  fiirmer's- 
faonfe  is  a  little  more  thaa  aii>  EngliQi  mile  Qpoa  a  public 
road,  very  gradoallj  floping  from  Htlton-hill,  and  the  fer- 
tility aod  value  of  tho  land  ienfibly  decliaes  as  it  recedes, 
from  Hilton ;  and  this  decreafe  in  the  goodne&  of  the  ibiL 
if  moft-'perceptible  on  the  north  fide  of  the  road. 

Populaiion.-'^A.ccording  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the  po- 
galation«in>i755  was  399^  At.prefeot,  this  pari&.ODiitaios 
in  all  590  Ibiik ;  of  which  number,  ao6  are  men ;  146  wo*^ 
men »  and  139  children  at  or  about  xo  years  of  age.  One 
of  thefe  men  is  93^  and  one  woman  94  -,  this  old  woman  b 
fiiund  and  healthy,  and  as  ihe  cfune  in  with  th&oentorj,  fa 
there  is.good.rcaibntto.believe  ihe  may  fee  it  out* 

Ec^^/Sq/lical  Siaee.^^The  piPefent  incumbent  is  Mr  John. 
Waogh,  in  the  Sid  year  of  his  age.  He  was  ordained, 
adiflenting  minifter  in  Alnwick  in  1743,  and  admitted, 
minifter  of  Whitfbm.at  Whitfunday  x.755 ;  he  is  a  wi- 
dower, and  has  3  children ;  the  eldeft,  a  daughter,  macried 
to  the  minifter  of  Swinton  ;  the  iecond,  Robert  Waugb, 
furgeon  of  the  93d  regiment  ^  and. the  third,.  John  Waugb^ 
minifter  of  Menmoor  in  Angus-ihire,  in  the  prelbytery  of 
Brechin.  The  ftipend,,.  by  a  vtrjy  recent  augmeatatioo, 
now  modified,  but  not  localled,  is  iamoney  L.  82  00 
And  for  conununion-elements  now  given,  500 

Along  with  two  (mall  bolls  of  wheats  value  a    o    o 

One  chalder  of  barley,  value  in  money  xa     00 

One  chalder  oat-meal,  value  ditto  •  xa  x5    o 

The  whole  bebg  -  -  L.  X13  x6    0 

With  two  glebes,  amoimting  together  to  aS 

acres,  well  worth  L.  1,  xo  9.fer  acre,  or  42  16    • 

LiliS  x6    o 
The. 
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The  annezatioQ,  which  had  been  feme  yeiirs  before  de<- 
>creed,  took  place  in  I735»  by  the  tranflation  of  Mr  Greorge- 
Rome  from  Hilton  to  Whtttingham  in  Eaft  Lothian.  Wit 
"Waagh's  immediate  predeceflbr  in  Whrtfom  was  a  Mr' 
Calder,  brother  of  Cadwatteder  Calder,  Efq;  author  of  a 
very  neat  a(tcomit  of  the  Five  Nations  of  Canada.  The 
church  was,  in  my  remembrance,  a  miferable  thatched  build- 
ing, which,  though  now  Hated,  is  ftill  very  ill  feated,  nar- 
row and  incommodious,  it  will  be  acceptable  to  all  con- 
cerned, if  the  Earl  of  Wemyfi,  patron  and  principal  pro- 
prietor, refume  a  plan  of  John  Stewart,  Efq;  his  predeceC* 
for  in  the  eftate  of  Vaults,  and  in  the  patronage  of  Whit- 
fom,  (as  Robert  Johnflon,  Efq;  df  Hilton  was  in  the  eftate 
and  patronage  of  ffilton),  of  building  a  handfome  church 
uponHandie*s-hill9  a  moft  commodious  fituation  both  for 
(he  villagers  and  the  pariih  kt  large,  and  not  more  remote 
from  the  manfe  than  the  prefent  church,  whic^  is  moft  in* 
conveniently  detached  both  from  the  village  and  from  the 
manfe.  AU  the  parilhioners  are  ftaunch  Pre(byterians, 
either  of  the  Eftablifliment  or  of  the  Seceffion ;  the  Sece* 
ders  are  not  above  x  in  Z2  in  proportion  to  the  adherers  to 
the  Kirk. 

Pdor.— The  poor  have,  till  very  lately,  been  fupported 
by  the  ordinary  coUedions  on  Sunday,  and  the  1>oz  was 
rather  ridi ;  but  of  late  a  very  flender  tax  has  become  ne^ 
ccuary. 

School, — ^The  fchoolmafter  of  the  mited  pariih  has  a  fii« 
lary  of  about  from  L.  8  to  L.  9  Sterlmg,  a  houfe,  a  fcboolt 
and  a  very  Imall  garden,  with  kitk-dues,  and  fome  perqui-** 
fites  arifing  from  his  cdleding  the  road-money.  However, 
by  the  prudent  choice  of  iehoolmaftets,  fome  able  teadiers 
fcavejoccupied  this  place,  and  have  had  great  numbers  of 
ftbolars  in  penmanlbip,  languages,  mathematics,  and  the 
I  practical 


^i  Suai/Reai  Accoata 


NUMBER    XX. 
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^OUKTT,  STVODi  Aim  P&E8BYTERT  OF  AbEKDEEK.) 

Bjf  the  Rev.  Mr  Geoege  Maek,  Minifter. 

—        "r 

Origin  of  tie  Name*   . 

THE  latter  part  of  the  name  is*  variouflj  written,  as 
fancj  faggeils.  Byfome  it  is  written  Coulter:  o- 
thers  write  Culture^  &c.  In  our  oldeft  parifli-regifter, 
which  begins  with  the  year  1674,  it  is  imiformlj  written 
Culter.  This,  probably,  is  neareft  to  the  original  word* 
which  £eeni8  to  be  a  GaeKc  compound,  confiding  of  ^ 
«*  the  back/'  and  hr,  «<  a  cotxntry  ♦•" 

Extent^ 

•  To  account  for  thit  etymology,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  thai  die  parUh- 
cbarch  ftands  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Pee,  which  feparates  two 
krge  tradls  of  country.  Near  to  the  church  are  ferry-boats,  which  coa- 
led the  Uses  of  cofflmu&icatioa  becwcea  the  two  countries.    Here  axt 

vfliteA 
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Extettit  (^r.^— From  the  t9&  pointt  this  pariih  flretchet 
S.  W.  and  W.  8  miles.    T4>wards  the  intermediate  pointt 

whene 

Bnited  iev«nl  roads,  which  lead,  from  diffcreot  polntSr-  and  here  is  the 
chief  palTage  acrofs  the  river,  next  to  the  bridge  of  Dee,  from  which  it 
Bears  weft  aboat  6  mealbred  milfes. — Gaelic  had  eeruinlj  b^en  thi'Iaa-^ 
foage  o^tfae  inhabitaAH  at  a  very  earijr  period ;  and^whco  thejr  trivalM 
frooi  the  north  into  Che  foath» .  or  from  the  fvntii  into  th«  north,  tbs]^ 
woold  natnrallj  faxi  th^ey  were  ^oing  to  eui  tir,  the  back  or  eJKtreqiity  9$. 
the  coontry.^-When  Popery  t)ecame  the  eftablilhed  religion,  chapels  had 
been  bailt  on  the-oppoifite  fides  of  the  river,  add-  dedicated  to  thehr  're* 
fpedive  AintH  Mary  and  Ptter ;  and  to  the  names  of  thefe  faints,  tlie  m« 
ciest  same  o£  the  place  had  been  added.  To  them  were-  confecrated»  no| 
•oly  the  chapels,  but  the  neareft  wells ;  the  one  cabled  the  Ld^fj,  and 
the  other  Peter's  well.  A  few  paces  from  the  church  there  is  a  high 
and  fteep  bank,  called  FeUr^'i  heuiK  I  am  inctmed  to  think  that  the. 
same  of  tlie  pariih  is  Oaetic^  becnofe  icrend  places  in  it,  and  around  il^ 
do  cmdently  derive  their  names  from  that  language.  For  inftance,  fontb« 
weft  from  the  church  is  the  barony  of  Kenarty,  or  Kean-acdd ;  fo  called 
from  the  ancient  firat  of  the  barons,  which  was  fituated  on  the  top  of  a. 
ftiall  eminence,  at  the  eitreinity  of  higher  groafad.  As  we  go  eaftward 
to  Abetdeen,  next  to  the  cftate  of  Colter,  by  the  lands  of  Murtle,  fo  call- 
ed from  nmr  (or  muir)  tiir  *'  the  t«m  or  reflnx  of  the  fea."  The  tidci| 
when  they  rife  higheft,  do  not  now  reach,  within  two  or  three  miles  of 
theie  lands ;  but  it  is  probable  that  fome  centuries  back,  they  had  flowed 
(hat  far.  In  fiereral  places  the  fea  has  receded,  and  a  recefs  of  it  has  beea 
eMerved  at  Aberdeen.  Befides,  the  progrefs  of  the  tides  might  be  oh* 
ftro^ed  by  the  Dee  fliifting  itt  bed ;  or  by  the  great  quantity  of  mudu 
find  and  ftones,  carried  down  with  its  rapid  ftreams.^-*As  we  proceed 
towards  Aberdeen,  the  next  eftate  is  called  Cults,  or  Caitiff  from  n4 
**  die  back,*'  and  teas  or  ieas,  **  fouth  ;**  it  having  a  warm  ezpofare  tm 
die  footh,  and  a  hill  behind  it,  to  flielter  it  ftom  the  north  and  north-eaft^ 
Its  fitnation  anfwers  to  the  fituation  of  a  place  called  Sunnyfide.  In  th^ 
north  comer  of  the  parifti  there  is  a  farm  called  LeucUar.  which  fignilies 
» place  where  ruflies  grow.  On  that  farm  the)  at>ound.  In  the  nort^ 
fide  of  the  pariih  there  is  a  farm  called  Aucblee,  in  Gaelic  Auch-laodb^  i.  «• 
**  Calf-field.**  It  had  been  noted  for  rearing  calves.— -Many  more  inftan*. 
ces  cottid  be  given.  In  proceeding  to  the  weltward,  I  find  the  names  of 
places,  except  thofe  which  are  modem,  to  be  Gaelic,  or  tranHationa. 
ftsaa  it. 


^  Statijiical  Aecount 

\Axtst  It  h  indented  hy  Dalitiaac,  it  doesiim  tictefid  abore 
5  or  fir  miles.'  It  h  in  many  pkces  5  or  6  miks  broad. 
TMtt  ^ariih  is  of  a  verj  irregular  form.  The  bom  of  Lea- 
char  or  Culter,  parts  it  into  three  diviiions;  the  weft,  and 
the  fahth  and  eaft  divifions.  That  bum  flows  from  the 
Loch  of  3keoe  fbuthward,  and  after  dividing  the  pariihes 
«{  £ebt  «ad  Sis/eiifr  ip  that  guartec^  it  mnu  eaftwani  aki^ 
t-tergetraft  of  peatmofi,  called  Leticli«ii^lno(ii;  a«d  there 
^  gettf  the  tzmt  of  Leuchar-bnm.  Ih'oceeding  towards 
the  fottth^eaft  3  miles,  it  is  in  that  conrie  the  houndaiy  be- 
tween cbn  parilk  •£  Skene  and  the  Weft  divjfien  •of  llns 
jparift *«  It  tlMSft  reeeives  the  tamm^f  the Ord,  ami ms, 
hk  a  line  ahnoft  at  right  angles  to  its  former  direfiion,  from 
a  foutb-weft  corner  of  Skene,  to  a  north-eaft  comer  of  DaU 
maik  \  fa  that  it  ^te  intecfcda  tki^  parifliy  whioh  is  thiK 
mIj  a  mile  and  a-faalf  broad.  At  the  N.  £.  (rf  Dalmeik, 
die  bum  of  Gofmack  falls  into  it ;  and  then  it  is  called 
tfhe  Bum  of  Culter.  Thence  it  dirc&s  its  courfe  fometimes 
otft^wardi  fometimes  fonthward,  and  waflung  part  of  Dal- 
QMok,  and  ite  north-cdl  fide  of  tfcebarolijof  Kenarrjy&Hs 
Ittto  Dee  at  the  foiith*eaft  comer  of  the  glebe  f. — The 

weft 

.  •  leathttr-Hhi,  prior  b  its  jandion  with  thfe  Botn  of  Or  j,  pifti 
maw^  an  eztenfire  flat,  partly  meadow,  partly  rvnnnp,  and  fyntttift 
.anble.  Bat  it  n  to  liable  to  inondatiotis  that  none  of  it  can  be  pbagbefl 
^ot  In  a  rery  dry  feafon.  At  the  end  of  the  flu  tbere  is  a  catarad.  Some 
tiaie  ftfft,  a  mafoo  #as  employed  to  cut  liie  rock  and  deepeft  the  diannflf 
ihat  the  plain  might  foe  drained.  By  fome  defet^,  bo^CTer,  in  the  pl^ 
er  ettcution,  or  in  both,  die  end  was  not  attained.' 

f  I  have  been  the  more  particnlar  in  tracing  the  courfe  gf  the  Bum  of 
Culter  and  I«eachar,  becaufe  in  that  tradl  a  canal  might  be  formed  be- 
tween the  river  Dee  and  L.och  Skene.  Into  the  north  comer  of  that 
lake  runt  a  pretty  large  ftream.  after  gilding  through  a  finoolh  valley  near 
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weft  divifioa  approaches  to  the  figare  of  the  larger  fegment 
of  an  half^lipfe,  and  is  feparated  from  Dalmaik  by  the 
Gormack-burn,  which  makes  an  oval  fweep  from  the 
N.  W.  to  the  N.  £.  point.  Its  length  is  3  miles,  its  great* 
eft  breadth  as  man j  \  but  it  diminiflies  at  the  north-weft 
bomidarjy  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  It  contains  ten  ploughs. 
Ctther  bum  feparates  the  eftate  of  Culter  from  the  barony 
of  Kenartjy  which  makes  the  fecond  or  fouth  diviiion  of 
the  pariOi,  extending  from  the  bum  to  the  fouth-weil,  be- 
yond the  church  of  Dalmaik.  In  that  direAion  it  b  above 
3  miles  long.  In  fome  places  it  is  2  miles  broad,  in  others 
I  mile  I  and  towards  the  fouth- weft  boundary,  it  is  nor  ma- 
ny paces  in  breadth.-— The  eaftem  divifion  may  be  laid 
to  be  a  maoy-fided  trapezium*  Its  breadth  from  N.  to  9. 
is  5  or  6  miles;  except  on  the  W.  fide,  towards  the  bum 
of  Lenchar,  where  it  diminiflies  to  3  miles,  and  at  laft  to 
die  half  of  that  meafure.  From  E.  to  W.  it  meafures 
from  5  to  3  miles.  Thb  is  the  largeft  divifion*  and  com- 
prehends the  eftates  of  Culter  and  Counteflwelk,  and  the 
lands  of  Murtle.-*The  figure  of  the  parifli  being  fo  irre- 
gular, it  would  be  difficult  to  compute  its  fquare  contents* 
There  was  never  any  furvey  made  of  it,  except  of  Coun- 
tcflWells  and  Murtle. 

Vol.  XVI,  Z  2  Surface^ 


10  tbd  firtt  of  the  HoMMinbk  Mr  Duff  of  Ecfat,  and  to  the  houfe  of 
Skene*  By  metns  df  thii,  and  other  dreams,  the  comiDunicatioa  might 
be  carried  forward,  between  Caftle^Frafer  and  Kemnay,  to  the  river  Don, 
joiotng  it  not  far  from  the  tcnntnation  of  the  intended  canal  betwixt  A« 
besdeeo  and  Bftonyaidk.  When  we  confider  tho  prHoBt  ftflle  of  dM 
cuontrja  its  popolation,  imptovemeot,  opulence,  commcrcty  He,  the 
conitru^ion  of  fnch  a  canal  (eems  to  be  a  remote  event ;  bat  it  may* 
like  other  events  of  a  fiailar  natore,  bs  aatidpeiad  bj  tht  centwplatift 
aiind. 
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Surfimf  SoU,  CKmattf  (^r.— The  fi^e  of  the  parifli  if 
retj  rugged  and  uneveni  with  flopes  and  hollows,  rockj 
emineoces  and  marihj  flats  iaterfperfed*    Here  and  theie 
Aands  afmall  conical  hill  or  a  conical  ridge,  fttrroonded 
with  arable  ground  or  with  fwamps,  traveried  fometimes 
by  a  rivulet.    Towards  the  river,  the  uncultivated  groand 
is  covered  with  furze  and  broom ;   the  furze  predonunates^ 
As.  we  retire  from  the  river  northward,  there  is  mudi 
mpor-ground,  covered  with  ihort  heath,  and  fcattered  baili- 
es of  broom  and  furze.    In  two  of  the  higher  hills,  which 
are  not,  however,  of  great  height,  the  heath  is  long  enough 
to  afford  (belter  to  moorfbwl;   but  that  fpecies  of  game 
does  not  abound  here.    Partridges  are  very  numerons^— 
Towards  the  river,  the  foil  is  gravel  andiand,  witb a  (mall 
mixture  of  earth.     Here  and  there  are  interjeded  0aaU 
fields  of  a  6ne  black  mould,  fit  for  any  garden  produdioos, 
or  for  any  farinaceous  grain.    Northward,  on  the  higher 
gronnd,  the  foil  is  a  red  earth,,  with  a  clay  bottom.    Oa 
the  lower  ground,  it  is  a  mixture  of  black  earth  or  peat* 
mois.    In  many  places,,  the  furface  is  covered  with  rocks 
and  large  ftones,  fit  for  nothing  but  building  fences  ^  but  in 
the  fouth  and  weft  divifions,  granite  is  found.     In  the  lat- 
ter, there  is  a  quarry  of  great  extent,,  which,  has  never 
been  opened.    It  is  believed  that  it  would  fumiili  mate* 
rials  for  building  a  very  large  city,  perhaps  for  building 
feverat  cities.    Here  ftones  7  or  8  feet  long  cure  found  en 
the  furface. 

The  banks  of  the  Dee  aie  noted  for  falubrity  <^  air.  In 
this  pariih  there  Is  little  variation  of  climate.  The  houfes 
are  generally  built  on  high  ground,  and  in  a  dry  fituation; 
and  the  people  are  healthy.  I  have  not,  however,  heard 
of  any  remarkable  inftance  of  longevity.  Several  exceed 
So,  but  few  or  none  arrive  at  the  age  of  90  years.  Rheu- 
maiifm  prevails  among  both  fexes,  efpecially  among  the 

males.. 
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tnades.  The  opennefs  of  their  hoDfes ;  a  fcatity  provifion 
of  fuel ;  the  Tariableneis  of  the  weather,  agaioft  which 
thej  do  not  fuiEcientlj  guard ;  and  the  want  of  care,  after 
being  heated  at  worky-— may  be  reckoned  among  the  caU" 
fes  of  this  makdy.  Confun^ption  cuts  off  many  young 
perfona.  Five  are  now  affliAed  with  that  difeafe,  and  two 
have  died  lately.  Cancerous  diforders  are  not  un&equent* 
The  wiad-colick,  and  other  flatulent  complaints,  are  very 
common.  This  may  partly  proceed  from  their  living  fo 
much  on  vegetables,  without  being  aUe  to  procure  animal 
food.  Few  children  eicape  the  fmall-pox  in  the  natural 
way,  for  inoculation  is  not  praftifed  among  them.  Seldom 
are  either  the  fmall-pox  or  the  meafles  fatal.  For  acci« 
dental  hurts,  for  whatever  difeafes  require  chirurgical  or 
medical  ikill,  the  parifhioners  are  recommended  to  the 
Infirmary  of  Aberdeen,  where  great  attention  is  paid 
to  them,  and  many  are  benefited  by  that  ufeful  infti- 
tution.  The  'phyficians  obferve,  that  fcrofulous  difor- 
ders are  more  common  among  the  country  people  than 
b  generally  believed.— Although*  there  cannot  be  great 
difference  of  climate  in  fo  narrow  a  compafs,  yet  the 
{how  is  often  deeper,  and  the  Iroft  is  more  intenfe  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  parifli,  than  on  the  river  fide.  Here, 
a  fouth  expofure,  and  a  thin  dry  foil,  give  a  greater  efie£l  to 
the  rays  of  the  fun.  Thefe  caufes  contribure  to  make  the 
crops  more  early,  and  likewife  more  produ&ive. 

Property^  jfgriculitire,»^Almc&  two-thirds  of  the  parifli 
belonged  to  the  late  Mrs  Udny  Duff,  and  go  now  to  her 
fucceffor.  About  a  fisth  part,  or  more,  belonged  to  the 
late  Mr  Burnett  of  CounteffweUs,  who  left  one  fon,  now 
aanioor,  attending  fchool  in  England.  The  other  fixth 
parr,  comprehending  the  greateft  (hare  of  the  lands  of 
Murtle,  belonged  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen.  The  town 
divided  their  property  into  four  lots.    Three  lots  were 

3  f^ued, 
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feaed,  or  let  b  fde ;  the  fourth  wts  let  in  leoie.  Mr  Wat* 
fon^  Advocate  ia  Aberdeen*  fened  the  lot  of  Biogle.  The 
lot  called  Maiaa  of  Murde  baa  pafled  through  variottt 
hands,  aod  ia  now  the  property  of  Mr  Cfordon,  merchast 
in  Aberdeen.  Both  thefe  gentlemen  havo  boilt  neat  co«a« 
try  featSy  at  which  they  occafionally  refide.  The  large  and 
commodious  maofioos  of  Culter  and  Coonteflwells  are  at 
prefent  uoinhabited*  The  lot  of  Oldfold  helonga  now  to 
FrofefTor  OgHvj  of  King's  Colleges  who  haa  let  the-wbcde 
of  it  to  one  tenant.  A  fmall  houfe»  the  feat  of  the  former 
proprietor,  is  quite  defolate  and  ruinous.  It  is  more  than 
half  a  century  fince  a  part  of  the  eibte  of  Drum  was  an* 
nexed  to  the  eftate  of  Culter,  In  this  pariih»  the  baronj  of 
Keaarty,  or  fouth  divifion,  containing  4  or  5  plfMighs,  and 
alfo  the  weft  divifion,  belong  now  to  the  proprietor  of 
Culter.  The  4  lots  of  Murde  are  inclofed  and  fubdivided, 
partly  by  hedging,  and  pardy  by  ftone  fences*  Some  o£ 
the  inclofnres  have  been  trenched,  cleared  of  fiones,  well 
manured,  and  broiight  to  a  iiate  of  improvement  far  from 
^ing  defpicable.  Mr  Watfon  has  favoured  me  with  tho 
following  detail  relative  to  his  lot,  which  is  fubjoined  in 
the  note  below  *•  The  ufe  of  lime,  aa  ^f r  Watfon  obferves* 

is 

*  My  fen  is  called  BioghiU,  not  Single,  In  the  original  wnu.  It  if  1$ 
years  fince  I  feaed  it.  In  extent  it  ii  170  acres.  At  that  time  only  41  of 
tbefe  were  arable;  the  remainder  being  cohered  with  heath,  futze,  brpou^ 
briars,  &c.  I  planted  60  acrest  and  trenched  and  improved  the  reft  at  a 
very  confiderable  expence  ;  £>  all  of  it  now  beanTcrop  but  that  under 
wood.  I  put  700Q  plants  into  every  acre ;  that  is,  4ao,OQQ  plants  in  all :  OC 
thefe  were  firs  of  all  kinds,  alfo  oak,  elm,  afh,  planet,  &c,  befides  many  frait* 
trees  in  my  gardens.  They  thrive ;  and  many  of  the  fir&are  already  isand  ftO 
feet  high,  and  more.  In  one  of  the  plantations  a  Drtud*s  temple  was 
difcovcred,  which  I  inclofed.  Near  to  it  there  ia  a  large  iunuiht^  or 
Ciim,  which,  it  is  (aid,  was  once  the  barytag  place  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Drum,  my  farm  liaving  been  their  fiunily  feat  fome  centuries  bAck. 
^  ^fhat  QI4  family  were  formerly  propricton  of  it  and  Murt-hill,  or  Martle. 

and 
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is  comnion  ;  but  it  is  ufed  in  fo  fmall  quantities,  that  no 
great  advantage  is  in  general  reaped  from  it.  They  muft 
bring  all  the  lime  which  they  ufe  from  Aberdeen,  for  there 
13  no  limeftone  hitherto  found  in  the  pariih.  There  may 
be  3  or  4  &rmer8  here,  who  annually  bring  out  each  be« 
tween  30  and  40  bolls  of  uoilaked  lime,  or  flielUlime,  which 
is  equal  to  thrice  that  meafure  of  jlaked  lime.  Few  of  the  reft 
ufe  above  10  or  12  bolls  in  a  year,  and  fome  of  them  none 
at  all.  In  the  eftate  of  Culter,  and  the  lands  in  this  pariih 
now  annexed  to  it,  there  are  23  or  24  farmers^  and  al- 
thoogh  3  or  4  farms  be  fometimes  let  to  one  tenant,  no 
farmer  pays  above  L.  40  of  rent ;  fome  from  L.  20  to 
L.30;  and  fome  from  L.  10  to  L.20.  Thefe  farmers 
have  fo  many  fubtenants;  but  every  one  of  them  is  re^ 
ftrified  to  a  certain  number  of  fires.  The  peat-mols  be- 
longing  to  the  eftate  of  Culter  is  almoft  exhaufted,  and  the 
tenants  are  ptohibited  from  felling  any  peats.  They  and 
the  tenants  in  the  barony  of  Kenarty,  may  cut  fuel  in  the 
moft  of  Leuchar,  which  fupplies  the  weft  divifion,  but  is  at  a 
great  difianee,  and  the  road  is  very  bad.  In  the  lands  of  Coun- 
teflweUs  peat-mois  abounds ;  and  therefore,  when  Mr  Bur- 
nett purchafed  that  eftate,  the  farms  were  divided  into  fmalt 

poflellions, 

and  of  a  grr at  inUt  of  conntiy  around  befides.  In  diggings  up  the  foun* 
dation  of  fome  old  walls,  which  were  faid  to  have  been  part  of  the  man- 
fion  of  that  family,  my  workmen  found  near  an  handful  of  filver  coin, 
afooBt  the  fize  of  fizpeuces,  ioicribed  DattiAu  Rex,  About  that  time  a 
report  was  preraleat  of  a  buirs  hide,  filled  with  money,  being  funk  in  a 
bog.  In  treoching^'the  labourers  went  deeper  here  than  any  way,  in  full 
expedatfon  of  difcovering  the  treafure^  but  were  difappoioted. — In  the 
plantations  there  a^  foxes,  hares,  and  deer,  8cc.  When  I  began  to  improve, 
the  ufe  of  lime  was  fcarcely  known,  except  at  Xulter,  where  foot  and 
lime  were  both  ufed.  Of  the  latter  I  drove  out  many  cargoes.  The 
country  people  then  faid,  Iivat  not  "wi/e  enough  ;  but  when  they  faw  the 
crops  it  produced,  £y  the  different  methods  of  ufing  it,  they  changed  their 
opinion,  and  very  foon  ufed  it  tbem (elves,  and  found  the  benefit  of  it. 
Kow  it  is^ite  coousoo. 
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poffeffionSy  and  let  to  fepatate  tenants,  fo  that  every  hoofe- 
holder,  with  a  few  exceptions,  pays  to  the  proprietor.  Ma- 
ny of  tbcm  pay  their  rent  by  carrying  milk  and  fuel  to 
Aberdeen  ;  and  the  improvement  of  the  land  is  not  modi 
minded.  If  they  can  lay  out  a  fmall  fpot  in  tomip  and 
grais  for  a  milk-cow  or  two,  they  feek  no  more.  One  of 
die  tenants,  indeed,  has  a  pretty  large  farm,  well  inclofed 
and  fubdivided,  and  raifes  green  crops,  lie.  and  pays,  I  be- 
lieve, between  L.  70  and  L.  80  of  rent.  He  keeps  a  flock  of 
iheep,  confifiing  of  100  or  more,  the  only  iheep  on  that  eflate. 
Formerly  there  were  from  10,000  to  12,000  on  it;  but  the 
tenants  fay,  that  they  cannot  now  keep  any,  iince  fo  mm^ 
hill  has  been  incloled  and  planted.  It  is  to  no  purpofe  to 
expatiate  on  the  advantage  of  keeping  iheep ;  to  recom-> 
mend  to  them  to  employ  a  herd  to  tend  feveral  fiEnall  flocks 
joined  in  one,  and  each  perfon  to  pay  according  to  his 
number  of  iheep.  They  will  not  alter  their  plan.  Moft 
of  the  tenants  keep  the  old  traok ,  they  fow  Scots  barley 
and  oats  alternately;  few  fow  peafe.  It  is  common  to  ma« 
nure  a  or  3  acres  annually,  by  making  a  fold,  and  keeping 
their  oattle  inclofed  there  all  fummer  and  harveft,  except 
the  time  they  are  on  paihire  in  the  morning  and  afternoon. 
The  common  Scotch  plough  is  moilly  ufed,  and  is  forae* 
times  drawn  by  10  or  11  fmall  oxen  under  yoke,  fome* 
times  by  4  horfes,  and  fometimes  both  by  oxen  and  horfes 
6  or  8  in  number ;  nay,  we  are  iUIl  fo  Gothic  in  fome  pla- 
ces, that  a  horie  and  an  ox  are  matched  together.  Some 
infiances  could  be  produced  of  plooghs,  of  Englifli  con* 
ibrndion,  drawn  by  2  horfes,  or  by  2  large  oxen  in  traces, 
without  a  driver.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  inftances 
are  fo  few. 

Of  the  eitate  of  Culter,  xco  acres  are  planted  with  firs 
and  other  trees.  Of  the  eilate  of  Counteflfwells,  140  acres 
are  planted  with  firs,  and  10  acres  with  trees  of  various 

kinds. 
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kinds.  A  part  of  Oldfold  and  Murtle  is  likewife  planted* 
In  all  of  them  there  is  game,  as  in  the  plantations  of  Bingle^ 
and  various  finging  birds,  the  thrufli,  linnet,  goldfinch,  iic. 
In  fievere  winters  woodcocks  are  numerous  in  the  woodd 
of  Culter.  I  have  heard  a  fportfiman  faj,  that  he  has,  in 
one  day,  killed  7  or  8  o£  them.-— As  plantations  have  in- 
creafed,  .(heep  have  decreafed.  There  were  7  farms  in  the 
lands  of  Culter  and  Murtle,  on  each  of  which  there  was  a 
flock  of  iheep,  and  now  a  fingle  animal  of  the  kind  is  not 
to  be  feen  on  anj  of  them. 

There  are  in  the  pariih,  of  one  kind  or  other,  152  hor- 
fesj  79  carts,  about  1000  black  cattle,  49  ploughs,  2380 
Iheep.  All  the  borfes,  except  about  20,  are  of  a  fmall  &lc'%, 
and  the  black  cattle  and  iheep  arc  generally  of  a  fmall  breed* 
*Thc  rent  of  fome  of  Mr  Gordon's  property  is  L.  3  an  acrev 
of  fome  L.  i,  lo  s.  and  of  fome  a  guinea.  Of  Mr  Watfon'k 
property,  only  a  few  acres  are  let  to  tenants,  who  pay  a 
guinea  j>er  acre.  In  the  lands  of  Couoteflwells,  the  rent  of 
an  acre  of  arable  land,  is,  I  believe,  in  general  a  guineau 
Some  of  the  inclofures  in  grais,  being  only  3  or  4  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  let  at  more.  In  the  eftate  of  Culter,  the 
rent  of  an  acre  of  infield  «  may  be  los.  15  s.  or  20s.; 
that  of  an  acre  of  outfield,  2  s.  6  d.  or  is.;  one  would  think 
ibnae  of  it  dear  at  x  s.  The  crop  many  times  will  not 
coispenfate  the  expence,  and  they  own  it  ;  but  they 
faj«  that  they  till  it  to  renew  the  grais  \  poor  too  is  that 
grais..  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  2163  :  9  :  8 
Scots,  or  L.  180  :  5  :  9^  Sterling.  The  real  rent  is  above 
Lu  1200  Sterling;  and  there  are  3  falmon-fiihings  belonging 
to  the  lands  of  Culter  and  Kenarty,  whofe  rents  amount  te 
L.  50  Sterling,  or  upwards. 

Cburcls 

•  The  lAfieU  bears  a  fmall  proportion  to  the  outfield,  aod  bill  aiiA 
faituce. 
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Churchy  Manfe^  Stipend^  lic^^ln  the  year  1779,  a  Imall 
elegant  church  was  buik»  and  completely  furniihed  with 
new  galleries  and  feats  in  an  uniform  manner.  Three 
years  prior  to  this,  the  manie  got  a  new  fubftantial  roof. 
Then,  and  in  1779,  ^^  received  other  alterations  and  re- 
pairs, which  made  it,  though  it  be  but  fmall,  a  comfortable 
habitation.  It  is  built  of  done  and  clay,  and  is  £sdd  to  be 
more  than  xoo  years  old ;  therefore  it  cannot  long  remain 
tight  and  found,  unlefs  the  exterior  coat  of  plafter  be  kept 
quite  entire,  by  being  frequently  renewed ;  already  the 
rain  penetrates  the  wall  in  fome  places  when  it  blows  a 
ilorm.  About  3  years  ago,  a  complete  fet  of  new  and  neat 
ofEce^houfies  was  finiihed  in  a  very  fubftantial' manner. 

The  ftipend  is  L.  38  :  5  :  3  Sterling,  39^  bolls  of  oat- 
meal, and  8t  bolls  of  bear.  In  this  ftatemsnt  I  include 
L.  2,  15  s.  or  tliereabout,  allowed  for  communion -elements, 
and  fome  allowance  for  grais-money. 

The  ground  deftined  for  meffuage,  or  glebe  and  manfe, 
lie.  \s  below  the  legal  dimenCons.  Although  preventive 
methods  have  been  ufed  for  fome  time  back,  the  river  Dee 
and  the  water  of  Culter  have  made,  and  do  annually  make 
encroachments  on  the  ground  allotted  for  grafs  to  the  mini- 
iter's  cattle. 

The  proprietor  of  Culter  is  patron  \  but  the  right  of  pro- 
perty is  at  prefent  difputed. 

Scboolt  l^c. — Some  years  fince  the  ichoolmafter's  tlary 
was  only  L.  5  :  11  :  1^;  but  the  minifler  applied  to  the 
heritors  andHhe  prefbytery,  a;id  got  it  augmented  to  L.  8, 
6  s.  8  d.  *,  he  alfo  receives  L.  1  :  14  :  a  from  a  fund  left  by 
two  of  the  late  proprietors  of  Culter,  Sir  Alexander  Cu- 
ming and  Patrick  Duff,  Efq;  for  teaching  fome  fcholars  of 
a  certain  defcription ;  he  likewife  (gets  L.  2  for  afiing  as 
fei&on-clerk,  with  fome  other  perquifites,  which  are  but 

fin&lL 
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iimal].  By  a  rale  lately  eilablKhed,  be  ought  to  receive  i  s. 
6  d.  for  teaching  Englifh  ;  2  9.  per  quarter  when  writing  or 
arithmetic  is  added ;  and  2  s.  6  d.  each  quarter  £tr  teaching 
LattQ. 

Many  in  the  parifli  complain^  that  they  are  far  from 
fchogl,  and  that  their  children  are  not  able  to  go  to  it* 
For  fome  time  I  cannot  fay  that  it  was  well  attended  by 
children  near  or  far  off.  But  we  have  now  got  a  fchool- 
mafter  of  approved  aifiduity  and  care,  and  the  number  of 
fcholars  has  been  doubled,  Laft  fiimmer  there  were  from 
40  to  50  at  fchool  at  the  fame  time.  Soon  after  he  took 
up  (chool  in  the  end  of  laft  autumn,  above  60  Icholars  en" 
tered. 

Population^  l^f^-^In  1755,  according  to  Dr  Webfter, 
there  were  755  fouls.  At  prefent,  there  are  220  families 
in  the  pariih.;  456  males,  and  546  females,  or  1002  fouls. 

Their  divilion,  according  to  age,  flands  thus  : 


Under  xo. 

2X2 

From  50  to  60, 

84 

From  JO  to  20, 

^95 

From  60  to  70, 

86 

From  20  to  30, 

140 

From  70  to  80, 

•       41 

From  ^0  to  40, 

Z2I 

And  above  80, 

6 

From  40  to  jo, 

117 

In  the  year  1776!,  and  for  fome  time  after,  the  number 
of  inhabitants  was  above  1040.  There  was  then  a  nume- 
rous family  in  the  manlion-houfe  of  CountelTwells,  and 
now  there  is  but  one  fervant*  In  Culter-houfe  there  was 
lately  a  throng  fietmily ;  now  there  are  only  three  fervants. 

Of  Artificers  or  Handicraft/men^ — ^thcre  are  in  the  pa- 
Tifli, 

Smiths,  ...  2 

Wrights,  who    perform    hou(e  carpentry,   cart-work, 

plough-work,  6*c,  .  .      *  .  5 

VoL.XVL  3  A  Millers, 
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Millers,  feme  pf  whom  perform  cooper-work,  \3(.  4 

Gardeners,  -  -  -  6 

Shoemakersy  -  •  -  4 

Weavers,  -  -  -    .  i^ 

Tailors,  -  -  -  10 

And  one  fuller,  who  fcoors  and  mills  cloth,  and  can  prac- 
tife  dying. 

From  1773  to  1783  the  average  of  births  is  2X  ;  from 
1783  to  1793  ^^^  average  is  16 ;  bat  the  accnracj  of  the 
x'egifter  cannot  be  much  depended  on.  From  the  b^ft  io- 
formation,  however,  it  appears,  that  this  parifh  was  more 
populous  40  or  jo  years  fihce  tlian  it  is  now.  One  rcafop 
is,  that  3  lots  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  town  of  Aber- 
deen were  feued,  or  given  in  fee,  and  a  fourth  lot  was  let 
in  leafe  to  one  tenant ;  on  this  lot  the  number  of  families  is 
reduced  from  14  to  3  ;  from  60  perfons  to  20.  On  the  lot 
of  Oldfold  only  one  family  refides ;  formerly  it  was  inha- 
bited by  5  or  6  families.  On  the  other  two  lots,  Bingle 
and  Mains  of  Murtle,  the  number  of  perfons  and  families 
is  much  the  fame  now  that  it  was  forty  years  ago.  Oa 
Bingle  there  will  be  an  increafe  foon.  Another  reafbn  to 
be  afligned  for  the  decreafe  of  population  is  this,  many 
young  perfons  go  to  manufaftnrers  and  tradefmcn  m  Aber- 
deen and  its  vicinity ;  there,  fo  many  hands  are  employed, 
and  fo  great  encouragement  is  fometimes  given,  that  whole 
families  migrate  thither  at  once.  This  does  now  and  then 
happen,  when  a  farmer  raifes  the  rent  of  his  crofts,  or  when 
any  difcord  arifes.  Hence  it  is,  that  on  fome  farms  we 
find  two  or  three  cottages  in  ruins ;  and  on  other  farms, 
fome  cottages  in  ruins,  and  fome  of  thofe  which  are  fiand* 
ing,  uninhabited. 

pf  burials  and  marriages  no  regifter  is  kept.  The  num- 
ber of  marriages  is  annually  about  five.  The  number  of 
the  4<ad  brouglit  hitlier  for  interment,  from  Aberdeen  and 
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its  neigbboarboody  exceeds  the  number  of  perfons  who  die 
within  the  pariih. 

Parochial  Funds. — Our  funds  for  the  fuppoflt  of  the  poor 
confift  of  the  intereft  of  L.  100,  the  weekly  coUe^ions  in 
the  church,  mortcloth-duesy  is^c*  The  church-fel&on  have 
alfo  in  their  management  annuities  paid  from  the  eftate  of 
Culter^  amounting  to  L.6y  or  more,  and  a  legacy  of  L.  40^ 
the  intereft  of  which  mud  be  paid  to  the  defcendents  of  one 
man  and  his  wife»  while  they  claim  it.  The  lift  of  poor 
contains  30  perfons.  They  all  receive  fome  ihillings  at 
each  of  three  dated  times  of  the  year.  They  likewife  re* 
ceive  occafional  fupplies,  as  neceffity  requires.  The  annual 
penfion  of  fome  does  not  exceed  12s.;  feme  get  more  thaii 
L.  I ;  and  a  few  of  them  get  more  than  L.  i,  10  s.  The 
diftributionsy  communibus  annu,  exceed  L.  30 }  fome  years 
they  amount  to  L.  40,  with  L.  3  or  L.  4  to  the  infirmary 
of  Aberdeen,  over  and  above.  By  the  frequent  ufe  of 
hear&s,  the  income  from  mortcloths  has  greatly  decreafed* 
In  the  year  178a  and  1783  a  confiderable  part  of  our  ftock 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  meal  and  grains  By  a  pro- 
per  diftribution  of  thefe,  by  a  fmall  (hare  of  viflaal  fent  bjr 
Government,  and  by  donations  from  Mrs  Udny  DuS  oi 
Calter,  and  Mrs  Irvine  of  Drum,  the  poor  on  the  roll  were 
made  comfortaBle,  and  feveral  perfons,  who  had  fuSered  by 
deficient  crops,  received  a  feafonable  aid.  Two  or  threle 
of  the  poor  only  go  about  as  mendicants. 

Although  there'be  not  at  prefent  any  gentry  who  attend 
4mr  church,  the  colledion  made  on  Sabbaths  does  honour 
CO  the  charitable  fpirit  of  the  congregation. 

Akhoufis^  Morahj  iSc- — ^In  this  pariih  there  are  three 
houfes. where  ale  and  fpiritous  liquors  are  fold.      Forty 
years  back  there  were  four  times  that  number,  and  ine- 
briation 
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brbtioft  was  too  prevalent.  Then  ale  and  a  few  drams 
conftitoted  the  treat ;  now  punch  b  more  common*  Thofe 
three  alehoufes  ferve  chiefly  for  the  accommodation  of  tra- 
vellexs,  and  of  perfons^  who  meet  to  tranfafi  bafinels.  I  do» 
not  perceive  that  they  are  prejudicial  to  the  morab  of  the 
parilhioners.  In  this  place  it  is  rare  to  (e«  a  perfon  intozi- 
oated  with  liquor  *.. 

IV 

*  I  Jo  not  mean  here-to  iffirm,  thtt  we-are  ixttr  from  ezeeft  of  cvcrr 
Kind.  All  clBfles  exceed  in  the  tife  of  tem  mnd  tobacco,  particoltriy  oftl^ 
litter»  u  it  is  confuned  io  fDoffiaf,  chewing,  and  (moklng.  Tfan  Uft 
^ectes  of  coarfe  Inxurjr  ift  too  nocli  pradired  bjr  both  fexet.  I  hive 
known  fome  perfons  fo  nuch  enflaved  to  it,  that  they  carried  their  to- 
bacco^ipe  with  them  on  Sunday,  for  the  purpofe-of  finoking  on  the  way 
to  and  from  church. 

Dr  CttUen  tery  properly  clailes  tqhaeco  among  fiimtivts  or  mmrf^u 
Tht  fffloking  of  it  occafions  to  beginners  fits  of  ficknefs,  fevere,  although 
of  fliort  duration,  and  fomettnes  proves-  an  emetic.  Ih  long^  pradition- 
ers,  it  produces  fome  degree  of  torpor  and  low  fpirits,  or  diipofeito  ileep. 
In  melancholy  people,  it  tends  to  ixcreafe  the  difeafe.  It  alfo  impain  the* 
eye-fight,  and  (boie  have  thought  that  it  is  adverfe  to  the  fenial  powers. 

it  is  to  be  regretted  that  fo  large  remittances  are  fent  fhim  thefo  king^ 
doms»  to  procure  a  very  pernicious'  article  of  luxury.  When  America 
was  a^art  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  this  branch  of  commerce  was  encou- 
raged as  a  favour  done  to  our  colonies.  For  their  fake^  the  cultivatiofi  of 
tobacco -was  prohibited  in  Britain.  One  who  is  but  little  conveifont  in 
politics  would  think,  that  this  indulgence  ought  to  have  terminated  with 
the  commencement  of  tiie  American  sevolt,  or  of  American  independ- 
ence. But  this  claims  not  much  attention,  if  we  could  be  fnpplied  with 
SI  better  fubftitute.  Such  a  fubftitnte  mighty  perhaps,  be  found  in  camo- 
mile flowers.  By  mixing  them  with  tobacco  in  fmoking,  a  &vour  is  pro- 
duced much  more  agreeable  than  that  of  tobacco  alone.  I  believe  that  they 
are  applicable  to  moft  of  the  ufea  to  which  tobacco  may  be  applied. 
They  are  lefs  noxious,  and  pofiefs  more  virtues.  They  are,  or  they  ought 
to  be,  an  ingredient  in  the  Britilh  herb  tobacco,  and  BritiOi  herb  fiiuiT 
By  chewing  a  few  of  them,  a  flight  diforder  of  the  ftomach  may  be  re- 
move. Ih  attacks  of  the  wind-colio,  many  have  recouife  to  tobacco ;  ca- 
momile flowers  are  preferable;  and  the  chewing,  of  them  might  be  fottud* 
uTeful-ia  cafes  of  dyfpepfy  or  atropk]> 
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The  peK^Ie  are,  in  general,  a£Hve»  fober,  and  indo- 
flrionSy  of  a  humane  and  peaceable  difpofition,  decent  in 
their  behaviour,  and  come  to  church  clean  and  decent  in 
their  drels.  In  fome,  perhaps,  the  features  of  the  felfifh 
principle  may  be  too  plainlj^  difcerned. 

I  have  been  nigh  ao  years  here,  and  J  have  not  heard  of 
any  perfon,  belonging  to  this  place,  capitally  tried  ;  and 
only  of  two  or  three  who  have  been  imprifoncd  or  banifli- 
ed. 

All  the  parifhioaers  are  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  ex* 
cept  a  very  few  who  are  of  the  Epsfcopal  Church,  and 
three  or  four  women  who  attend  the  Seceders.  A  few 
yoong  perfons  do  alfo  refort  to  fome  church,  or  Chapel  of 
Eafe  at  Aberdeen,  although  it  be  at  a  greater  diftance  than 
their  parilh  church.  It  b  pretended  that  they  go  to  hear 
favourite  preachers,  thofe  eminent  for  popularity  -,  but  I 
have  heard  it  alleged,  that  they  are  drawn  tbitiier  by  mo*^ 
tives  not  pnrely  of  a  religious  nature. 

Afanufaffures.-^The  late  Mr  Duff  of  Cultcr  granted  » 
long  leafe  of  fome  acres  of  ground,  clofe  to  the  public  road» 
and  along  the  bum  of  Gutter,  to  Mr  Bartholomew  Smith, 
an  Engliflimani  for  the  purpofe  of  ereSing  a  paper-milL 
In  the  year  1750,  Mr  Smith  ere£led  a  mill,  with  proper 
edifices  and  machinery ;  and  on  xft  January  1751,  he  con^ 
menced  the  bufinefs  of  paper  making.  This  was  the  firft 
attempt  of  the  kind  in  the  north,  and  fiicceeded.  The 
work  is  now  carried  on  under  the  direftion  of  Mr  Richard 
Smithi  the  leiFee's  fon  and  fuccefTor,^  who  generally  em- 
ploys iix  men  in  the  different  parts  of  the  proceis.  For- 
merly they  manufa6hired  iuperfine  paper,  and  paper  for 
notes  to  the  Aberdeen  bank.  I  have  written  on  fine  poft 
paper  which  was  made  at  this  mill,  equal  in  quality  to  any 
that  I  have  ever  feen.   At  prefent  the  fabrication  is  chiefly 

confined 
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confined  to  common  paper  fat  printing  and  writings  to 
pafieboardy  cutridge-paper,  and  all  kinds  i^  wrapping  pa- 
per,  iSc.  For  all  thcfe  a  ready  market  is  found  at  Aber- 
deen, where  the  demand  is  greater  than  can  be  fupplied 
by  this  and  the  paper-mill  on  Don.  With  the  machinery 
of  the  paper-mill  is  conneded  that  of  a  barlej-milL 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  the  fituation  of  this  mill, 
which  is  beautifuUj  romantic,  or  might  be  made  fo.  It 
Hands  in  a  bottom  containing  about  6  acres,  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  a  deep  hill,  the  front  of  which  is  fecmingly 
compofed  of  the  fegments  of  different  circles ;  the  bum  of 
Cttlter  rolling  along  in  a  ftraight  line,  or  parabolic  curyes. 
The  precipice  is  highefi  on  the  N.  the  N.  W.  and  the  W. 
thence  declivous  towards  the  fouth,  at  which,  and  the 
fouth-eaft  point,  there  ia  fome  opening.  To  the  eye,  the 
front  of  the  deep  would  feem,  in  fome  places,  to  be  nearly 
perpendicular,  and  the  angle  of  declivity  does  not  exceed 
13^.  The  perpendicular  height  is,  in  fome  parts,  about 
400  feet.  A  ftream  of  water  could  be  carried  over  a  high 
part  of  the^  precipice,  and  would  form  a  grand  cafcade, 
which,  with  the  planting  of  the  circumjacent  flopes,  would 
add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  fcene. 

About  5  years  (ince,  a  diftUlery,  confiding  of  two  ftills, 
(each  containing  40  gallons),  with  proper  utenfils,  was 
ere£ted  in  the  fouth-ea(l  comer  of  this  pariOi,  on  the  burn 
of  Murtle,  nigh  to  the  fpot  where  a  barley-mill  formerly 
ftood,  and  not  far  from  the  river  Dee.  When  the  duty 
was  raifed,  the  bufinefs  was  interrupted  for  fome  time; 
but  it  is  now  refumed  by  a  company  at  Aberdeen,  who 
proceed  briikly,  and  make  excellent  fpirits.  Although 
the  diftance  from  Aberdeen  be  only  5  miles,  the  fpirits 
didilled  here  cannot  be  carried  to  that  market.  Small  is 
the  quantity  which  can  be  vended  within  the  pariih,  and 
the  J  mud  therefore  try  to  find  merchants  acrofs  the  coun- 

3  try, 
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try,  until  fome  alteration  (hall  be  made  in  the  laws  now 
csiitiDg  relative  to  diftilleries. 

I  ihall  not  be  thought  to  digre&  much  from  the  defign 
of  the  ftatifiical  volumes,  when  I  obferve,  that  above  fifty 
years  back,  in  confequence  of  an  agreement  between  the 
hte  Earl  of  Fife  and  the  late  Mr  Duff  of  Culter,  a  law- 
mill  was  conftru&ed  on  the  bum  of  Culter,  at  its  conflux 
with  the  river  Dee.  Fir-trees  were  brought  down  the  ri« 
ver  to  it,  from  the  woods  of  Braemar,  and  manufadured* 
But  this  work  has  been  difcontinued  thefe  40  years  and 
more ;  and  people  fpeak  feelingly  of  the  want  of  it,  be* 
caufe  during  the  time  of  its  fubfiilence,  the  country  was 
well  fnpplied  with  excellent  timber. 

Stockings  are  manufadured  here  for  the  hollers  in  Aber« 
deeo,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  from  Echt. 

Roads  an4  Srid^es.^^Here  we  cannot  boaft  much  of  the 
excellence  of  our  roads,  although  few  places  afford  better 
materials*  Some  of  the  crofs  roads  are  impaffable  to  car- 
riages, fome  of  them  too  bad  for  foot  travellers,  and  feveral 
parts  of  the  public  road  to  Aberdeen  ftand  in  great  need 
of  repairs.  By  the  exertions  of  Mrs  Udny  Duff,  during 
two  years  before  her  death,  fome  part  of  it  was  made  tole- 
rable, and  fome  bad  fteps  were  mended.  Before  her,  the 
late  Mr  Burnett  of  Counteffwells  was  zealous  in  the  fame 
caufe.  Through  his  own  eftate  he  got  crofs  roads  made, 
which  are  now  very  ferviceable.  As  he  was  a  gentleman 
of  a  benevolent  and  public  fpirit,  and  was  called  away  in 
the  vigour  of  life,  his  death  might  have  been  confidered  as 
a  public  lo{s. 

The  Aberdeen  road  had  at  firft  been  ill  projeded.  To 
travellers  it  prefents  an  emblem  of  the  elevations  and  de- 
prefBons  which  frequently  occur  in  the  journey  of  life*    So 

much 
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srnch  afceot  and  defcenty  in  fo  quick  fucceflioo,  and  in  a 
fpace  of  fo  few  miks,  can  Icarce  be  met  with  in  any  other 
road.  Some  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  fenfible  of 
this  inconvenience,  have  thought  of  planning  oot  another 
road,  in  a  Ihorter  line  and  a  more  level  trad.  But  the  ex- 
cctttion  will  be  laborious  and  ezpenfive,  and  to  raife  a  fu£> 
&ient  fund  would  be  fomewhat  difficult.  The  moft  eli- 
gible refburce,  perhaps,  would  be,  to  obtain  an  ad  for  efta- 
bliihing  turnpikes. 

I  cannot  finiih  this  article  without  mentioning,  that  £ew 
pcrfons  perform  the  ftatute-work  i)n  the  roads,  and  fome 
are  fo  unwilling  to  paj  the  commutation-monej,  which  is 
low,  that  recourfe  muft  Ibmetimes  be  had  to  the  taking  of 
pledges.  Yet  the  generality  clamour  more  than  enough 
about  the  badnels  of  the  roads,  particularly  of  the  roads 
which  lead  to  church.  There  may  indeed  be  fome  caufe 
of  complaint,  if  what  I  have  heard  be  true,  that  fome  years 
the  commutatton*money  has  been  collefted  through  whole 
diftrifb,  and  none  of  it  applied  to  the  making  or  repairing 
of  roads. 

As  one  travels  along,  he  cannot  help  being  ofended  at 
feeing  feveral  cart*loads  of  (mall  ftones,  which  had  been 
gatliered  off  th«  fields,  thrown  into  a  pit  or  ditch  at  the 
road*iide,  when  they  might  have  been  better  difpofed  of 
to  fill  up  pits  and  ruts,  and  broken  places  in  the  middle  of 
the  road.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  farmers  would  readily 
apply  their  gleanings  in  that  manner,  if  any  gentleman, 
who  takes  a  concern  in  the  public  roads,  would  expreis  a 
wiih  for  its  being  done. 

There  are  two  ardied  Ctone-bridges  in  this  parifla.  One 
of  them  is  over  Leucharburn,  near  its  junction  with  Gor* 
mack-burn,  on  the  road  leading  firom  Aberdeen  to  part  of 
Crocnar,  Isfr.  .  It  is  in  bad  repair.  A  part  of  the  battle- 
ments or  parapet  is  fallen  down  \  fo  that  a  beail  and  cart 
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£eU  orer  it,  more  than  15  years  ago,  and  both  we^e  de^- 
ftrojred.  It  was  built  in  1608/  and  repaired  in  17 10*  J( 
has  both  thefe  dates.  Near  to  this  bridge  are  the  remain| 
of  a  rampart  called  the  guard-dike.  Tradition  informs, 
that  a  ftroag  guard  of  armed  men  was  Rationed  here,  to 
prevent  all  communication  between  the  found  and  the  in- 
ftded,  while  the  plague  raged  in  Aberdeen  and  its  envji. 
rons,  about  130  jears  ago.       ^ 

The  other  bridge  is  over  the  burn  of  Culter,  on  the  Dee«> 
fide  road,  a  Utile  below  the  paper*mill.  This  is  a  good 
fufficient  bridge,  and  in  good  repair.  It  does  Qot  bear  any 
date,  but  it  had  been  widened  above  40  years  iince.  For- 
merly it  did  not  ^aiily  admit  carriages,  for  it  had  been 
built  before  they  were  much  ufed  in  this  country. 

Clofe  to  the  lower  fide  of  this  bridge,  there  is  a  rock  on 
each  fide  of  the  burn,  proje^ng  a  little,  and  inviting,  pne 
would  think,  to  throw  an  arch  over  there.  The  fummit 
of  theVock  is  more  than  30  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  rir 
ver.  If  a  bridge  had  been  conftruded  on  that  foundation, 
it  would  have  added  fome  grandeur  to  the  afpeft  of  the 
place  ;  the  public  road  might  have  been  Ihortened  ;  and  a 
deep  afcent  might  have  been  avoided.  That  afcent  is,  by 
much  labour,  now  made  eafier. 

There  are  other  two  arched  *  ftone  bridges  ;  each  of 
which  has  the  fite  of  one  pillar  in  this  parifh,  and  of  the 
other  in  the, parifh  of  Dalmaik.  One  of  them  is  ovc^ 
Garvock-hurn,  on  the  road  leading  to  the  houfe  of  Drum ; 
the  other,  which  is  a  very  (mall  one,  ia  over  a  rivulet,  on 
the  road  leading  to  the  manfe  and  church  of  Dalmaik,  two 
fr^ree  paces  from  the  minifter's  garden. 

Vol.  XVI.  3B  "Thunder 

*  There  ire  fercfal  bridges  in  this  parilh  compofcd  of  long  flonei  ];m4 
^rizoabdly,  and  Tupported  m  eacU  efid  by  a  ftone  wall. 
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Punier  and  Lightning,  —  On  Samrday,  xoth  Jaljr  • 
X779,  wc  were  vificed  here  by  a  fatal  thunder-ftorm.  The 
tnorning  of  that  day  was  bright  and  hot.  At  noon  the  he- 
mifphere  was  overcaft.  A  ftorm  gathered  ia  the  north, 
and  made  its  progreis  foathward  over  this  place.  About 
3  o'clock  the  explofion  of  the  ithunder*cload/ then  vertical 
to  US|  was  tremendous  indeed.  At  that  inftant,  a  fanner's 
fon  with  two  fervants  were  loading  their  carts,  on  a  heath 
about  a  mile  fouth,  with  ftones  for  bftilding  the  church. 
The  two  fervants,  and  two  of  the  horfes  were  killed.  The 
farmer's  fotf  was  ftruck  to  the  ground,  and  remained  feme 
time  in  a  iftate  of  infenfibility.  Next  evening  the  two 
fervants  were  buried  here  in  one  grave.  A  ftone  was  fet 
up  at  the  fatal  fpot,  with  the  initials  of  their  names. 

The  ancient  poet's  verfes  may  be  philofophic,  but  are 
not  fufficiently  defcriptive  of  the  thunder>ftonn  which  { 
}uve  mentioned : 

'*  Ful^it  item,  nabes  ignis  com  femina  mult^ 

•*  ExcuSere  foo  concurru,  ecu  lapidem  fi 

'■  Percutiat  Itpis,  tut  ferram  ;  nam  mm  quoque  Inmea 

**  ExGlit,  eC  clftras  fcintiUai  diflipat  ifpiii, 

*'  Sed  tonitru  fit,  uti  poft  aaribus  Acciptamus, 

•«  Fulgere  qiiam  cernant  oculi,  quia  Gemper  ad  aure« 

**  Tardias  adveniunt,  quam  vifum  qoae'  moveant  res.'* 

J^ucret.  lib.  €• 

N       <<  Quick  ligfhfning  ftlet,  when  heavy  clouds  ru(h  on» 
**  Acnd  ftrike»  as  fteel  and  ^int,  or  ftone  and  ftone  \ 
**  For  then  fmall  fparks  appear,  and  fcatter'd  light 
*<  Breaks  fwifily  forth,  and  wakey  the  flecpj  night 


fn| 


#  Hie  iterom  fitus  eft  Cancri,  cum  fidere  Phcebos 
Solftitium  facit,  et  fammo  verfatur  Olympo. 

Paft  ftiramer  folftice,  Phcebus  had  borne  the  day 
Through  Caocer*s  liga,  «nd  Hrlveo  the  hlghcft  way. 
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^'  The  flafli  firft  ftrikes  tilie  eje,  and  then  we  bear 
**  The  clap,  which  does  more  dowly  reach  the  ear ; 
"  For  light,  and  images  of  things,  ftUl  f!y 
*<  More  fwift  than  Tdund)  and  quicker  ftrike  the  eye.'* 

The  clap  of  thunder  I  have  mentioned  was  awfullj  loud,^ 
^d  was  preceded  by  a  vivid  ftream  of  fire ;  both  together 
imprei&ve  of  that  folenln  period,  when  the  /even  thunders 
JbaU  litter  their  voices.  But  left  I  fliould  ofiend  any,  in 
this  age  6f  new  philofophy,  by  a  quotation  from  the  facred 
^ge,  I  beg  leave  to  prefent  to  their  view,  a  few  lines  from 
the  fore-cited  ailthor : 

**  Cai  non  animus  formidine  diviim 

^  Cootrahitur  f   Cui  non  troiTefhint  membra  paTofe, 

*'  Fulminis  horribili  cam  plaga  torrida  teilus 

■*  Contremit,  et  magnum  percurniut  murmnra  caelum  } 

**  Non  populi,  gentesgue  tremunt  )  regesque  fupcrbi 

^*  Corripiunt  divftm  perculfi  membra  timore, 

'*  Ne  quod  ob  admiflam  fcedi,  di^umve  fuberbe, 

"  Poenarum  grave  fit  iblveadi  tempua  ada^um  ? 

Lucret.  lib.  5. 

«•  Wbat  miod*f  not  (haken  I  and  ^at  foul  net  aw*d  I 

**  And  who  but  thinks  the  angry  gods  abroad  ? 

'*  WhoCe  limbs  don*t  (brink,  when  dreadful  thunder  hnrrdf 

«•  Roars  in  the  clouds,  and  fliakies  the  frighted  world} 

**  'What  do  bot  citiea»  do  not  nations  fear, 

**  When  difmal  defolation  fcems  lb  near  i 

'*  Then  do  not  tyrant  kings  and  haughty  lords, 

'*  Repent  their  wicked  deeds  and  boaftful  word  s  } 

*'    Do  they  toot  tremble  at  approaching  doom, 

**  And  fear  their  dreaded  panUhmcBt  is  corne^'* 

CiMcb  altered. 
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Antiquiiies. — ^Thc  hill  where  the  two  men  were  kilkd 
by  lightning,  is  commonly  called  the  Hill  of  die  Old-town. 
It  does  not  riie  to  a  great  height,  and  has  a  pretty  exten- 
five  plain  on  the  top,  partly  cultivated.  On  the  N.  £• 
end  is  the  farm  of  Oldtown,  and  the  farm  of  HlUtown  on 
the  S.  W.  end.  Betwixt  them  lies  a  heath.  On  the  N.  W. 
fide  of  it,  a  wall  and  ditch  run  from  N.  £.  Co  S  W.  about 
3  quarters  of  a  mile,  along  the  flope  of  the  hill,  which  is 
there  feparated-  from  the  public  road  by  a  fmall  valley. 
From  each  end  of  this  wall,  and  almofl  at  right  angles  to 
it,  ramparts  had  been  carried  S.  £.  towards  the  river  Dee, 
which  is  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  angular  points. 
Farm-houfes,  hnts,  folds,  and  tillage,  render  thefe  ramparts 
Hidiftind  \  bnt  it  is  ftianifeft  that  they  had  not  been  tarried 
all  the  way  to  the  river.  The  inequality  and  ro<iky  na^ 
ture  of  the  ground  would  have  rendered  that  a  difficalt 
work.  It  is  probable  that  there  were  then  thickets  and 
places  of  bofcage  on  the'  river  fide,  and  they  might  have 
cut  down  trees  to  complete  the  barricade  in  the(e  parts. 
At  the  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  angles,  there  had  been  half-moon 
work  conftrudted.  The  top  of  the  bank  is,  in  fome  places, 
8  or  9  feet  abov^  the  bottom  of  the  ditch.  In  mOft  pla- 
ces  the  height  is  about  6  feet.  But  in  the  courfe  of  cen- 
turies, much  of  the  wall  muft  have  tumbled  down,  and 
xniich  of  the  ditch  muft  have  been  filled  up. 

No  hiftory,  to  which  I  have  accels,  makes  mention  of 
this  military  work.  Tradition  has  done  no  more  than 
tranfmittcd  fomc  names.  The  rampart  is  called  "  Nor- 
^  man's  dike;"  *  half  .cultivated  lands  adjacent  to  it,  are  call* 
ed  ^'  The.Nai;man  faughs."  A  large  fountain,  clofe  to 
the  eaftcrn  rampart,  bears  the  name  of  *^  Norman's  well." 
Thefe  names,  together  with  the  form  and  fituation  of  the 
work,.feri>e  to  fliew  that  it  has  been  a  Danifh  encampment. 
Vor  we  know  that  the  Danes  and  Norwegians  invaded 

France 
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France  In  the  8lh  century.  Tliey  entered  the  Seine  vaA 
the  Loire  in  their  boats,  and  plundered  the  country  toihd 
gates  of  Paris.  At  length  the  French  were  forced  to  re- 
fign  Normandy  and  Britahy  to  Rollo,  dieir  geheral»  iinno 
876.  After  that,  th^  were  freqaentl;^  called  Normans. 
Norman^  too,  was  fometimes  the  name  of  their  generals  oi 
chiefs.  About  the  lame  time,  they  harafled  the  coafls  oF 
Britain,  and'  continued  their  inVafions  to  the  xith  bentirry. 
In  fomel  of  their  lateft  defcents,  it  is  fikely  that  they  had 
penetrated  into'^i^  C6tmtry,  and  formed  the  encampment 
which  i  have  mentioned.'  Cotifidering'  rh/d  nature  of  tSh6 
country,  the  pofitlon  was  weH  chofen/  Few  places,  i& 
near  the  public  road,  and  of  fo  great  extent,  couM  be  fo 
eaiily  fortified,  of  take  in  fo  idiftbd  and  fo  wide  a  prdfl 
fpca.  ' 

Some  think  that  it  might  hate  bedn  an  encanfpfnent  of 
William  the  Conqueror.  He  was,  iodecd,  at  war  with 
Scotland,  for  fome  time  preceding  the  peace  concluded  in 
1072  ;  but  hiftorians  fay,  that  his  atmies  never  came  fat* 
ther  into  the  north  than  the  town  of  Perth. 

Advantages  and  ^ifadvantages.'^Vzxmtr^  and  crofters, 
and  cottagers,  are  near  to  a  good  market,  for  what  thejr 
have  to  fell ;  but  perfons  who  need  to  buy,  pay  as  high  a 
price  for  poultry ,  eggs,  milk,  ISc.  as  is  paid  at  the  market- 
crois  of  Aberdeen.  The  price  of  labour  is .  generally  the 
fame  h^e  and.  in  town.  It  is  an  advantage  to  be  near  to 
a  good  fea-port,  efpecially  to  thofe  Who  carry  lime  to  their 
larms*  It  may  foon  be  found  an  -advantage  to  all  clalTes, 
if  coals  (hall  become  their  general  firing ;  and  that  period 
does  not  feem  to  be  very  dlftant.  If  people  cofild  be  re- 
conciled to  the  ufe  of  coals,  and  were  accuftomed  to  the 
proper  management  of  them,  they  would  find  them  cheap- 
er firing  Qow  than  peat  and  turf  ^  and  although  plantations 
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^lecome  freiiiacntt  it  bas  Mt  jet  been  feandtbatwood  W 
vcrj  cheap  firing*^  .... 

A  di(adTantage  ari(es  to  our  formers  from  the  nature  of 
the  foil.  Thin  and  fteril,  it  is  foon  oTer-ni^  with  heathy 
vhinsi  or  broomy  when  it  is  left  lej^  I.faj,  when  it  is  an-» 
ploughed  jand  unfawed*  The  ufe  of  lime  does  not  afford  n 
-remedy ;  and  marl,  as  far  as  I  know^  bas  not  been  difco- 
vjcredio  any  p^  of  this  country.  To  this  noxious  ten-' 
deqcy.  of  the  foil,  it  will  hardlj  be^  jLh^^ght  a  fufficient 
counterbalance,  that  jouog.  broom  is  ufed  for  thatching 
boufes  inftead  of  Draw  \  that  old  broom  and  old  whins  ferve 
for  fuel;,  and  joung  whin%  properly. prepared,  make  ex- 
cellent food  fyr  cftttl^,  partioularlj  for  hoifes ;  iheep  arot 
very  fon4;  of  ihem*  One  would  think  that  their  wool 
might  be  improved  by  fuch  aliment.  All  vegetables  con- 
tain a  lalt  and  an  oil,  fome  more,  fome  lefs  )  whins  feeoi 
to  contain  a.good  de^l  of  both.  Certain  it  is,  that  when 
borfes  are  fed  with  bri^ifed  whins,  they  get  a  fleek  glitter- 
ing pile,  and  grow  plump  and  agile.  The  fame  efieft  is 
produced  by  giving. them  feeds  of  boiled  corn,  mixed  with 
fait.  On  this  principle  it  is,  that  fome  farmers,  when  they 
ftack  their  hayj  (Ire w  fait  on  the  different  ftrata.  The  fii- 
perior  finenefs  of  Spanifli  wool  is  generally  acknowledged. 
Jc  is  well  known  that  the  ihepherds  of  that  country  lay 
flatcs  with  fait  on  them  over  the  pafture-ground,  and  the 
iheep,  as  they  go  along,  lick  up  the  fa!t.  1  have  been  xxt^ 
formed,  that  in  fome  places,  barren  fpots,  after  being  pretty 
.well  cleared  of  (tones,  are  fowed  with  whins,  which  are 
mowed  dowp  with  a  fcythe^  at  a  proper  age,  and  brnifed 
for  food  to  cattle.  In  the  year  1775,  the  crop  on  Dee  fide^ 
after  a  dry  fpring  and  fummer,  was  far  from  being  Ittxu* 
riant ;  it  is  yet  diflinguiQied  as  the  year  of  the  (hort  crop  ^ 
in  the  fucceeding  winter  and  fpring^  almoft  every  body  had 
recourfe  to  whins  for  provender  to  their  cattle.     Som^ 

2  prepared 
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jprepired  them  by  thrcfliing  them  with  flails,  others'  bjr 
beating  them  with  mallets  in  a  ftone  trough.  This  is  pre- 
ferable to  tfarefliingy  efpeciallj  if  the  mallets  be  hooped 
or  caped  with  iron.  But  thefe  methods  are  tedious  and 
toilfome,  and  many  might  have  a  machine  moved  by  wa^ 
ter  for  executing  this  work.  Here  a  queftion  occurs,  vi^iH 
What  kind  of  a  machine  would  be  fitted  for  the  purpofe  i 
The  only  one  hitherto  tried,  is  conftniAed  oa  the  model  of 
a  waulkmill  or  fuUingmilL  With  fome  alterations  and  im- 
provements it  might  anfwer  the  end  -,  but  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  two  thick  weighty  mill-flones,  to  go  upon  their  edge, 
like  to  thofe  ufed  in  oil-mills  for  bruiiing  Unfeed,  would 
anfwer  better. 

MifctUaueous  Obfervations^^—lx  is  thought  impolitic  to 
allow  corporations  and  focieties  to  purchafe  much  land,  and 
chefe  feems  to  be  a  general  pvejudice  againft  it^  becaufe, 
whep  they  get  poffef&on  of  any  heriugc,  they  retain  1%, 
This  is  confidered  as  a  bar  to  that  rotation  of  property  fo 
beneficial  to  fociety,  and  fo  favourable  to  the  fpiric  of  enr 
terprize.  If  this  prejudice  cannot  be  removed,  it  may  bf 
diminiihed,  by  confidering,  that  although  corporations  fel- 
dom  make  an  entire  and  unreferved  fale  of  their  property, 
they  frequently  make  a  partial  difpofal  of  their  right,  when 
they  feu,  or  let  their  lands  in  fee ;  for  ""this  gives  a  perpe- 
tual right  to  the  feuer,  or  holder,  and  bis  heirs,  on  paying 
a  certain  yearly  rent.  But  it  is  generally  required,  that 
he  fink  a  particular  fum,  or  pay  down  fome  hundreds  of 
pounds  as  a  gratuity,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  bargain,  more 
or  lels,  according  to  the  value  and  extent  of  the  land.  Thus 
there  arifes  a  twofold  property  :  A  fixed  annual  fum  is 
paid  to  the  corporation,  as  original  proprietor  or  fuperior.; 
bat  they  have  no  concern  with  the  land  nor  the  tenant^ 
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The  holder  has  as  full  and  indifputable  a  righl  to  thefe  ai 
in  cafes  of  fee-fimple* 

This  kind  of  conveyance  is  attended  with  fevr^ral  advan- 
tages. The  gentlemen  who  take  the  lands  in  fee  dp,  for 
the  moft  part,  laj  out  money  largely  and  judicioufly,  in 
trenching,  draining,  fencing,  planting,  manuring,  \Sc. 
Large  tra£b,  formerly  ufisleis  and  rugged,  are  foon  convert- 
ed into  fruitful  and  pleafant  fields.  Labourers  find  health- 
ful ea»ployment»  Tenants  are  fumiifaed  with  crofts,  or 
finall  farms,  in  a  more  improved  fiate  than  thofe  around 
them^  and  although  the  rent  of  an  acre  be  three  or  four 
tames  as  much  as  the  rent  of  an  acre  in  the  common  ftste 
of  cultivation,  they  have  a  better  bargain.  Much  has  been 
done  by  gentlemen  feuers  in  this  pariih,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned;  and  in  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Skene,  a 
confidemble  extent  of  land  having  be^  lately  let  in  £ee  by 
fociettes  in  Aberdeen,  the  £M:e  of  a  rough  bk&k  countiy  is 
jui  ieveral  places  much  altered  to  the  better. 

On  property  of  the  Came  kind  aroand  Aberdeen,  we, 
7«ar  ffter  yiear,  behold  villas  rifing,  and  various  improve- 
tnents  going  forward.  About  40  years  back,  the  vicinity 
of  that  towi^  exhibited  a  profped  as  wild  and  barren  as  can 
be  well  imagined,  confiding  of  rocks,  marfl^floliy  heaths, 
«nd  fpots  ovenn^n  with  broom,  briars,  thorns,  and  whiift* 
Now  it  prefents  us  With  a  beautiful  kndfcape,  of  finall  neat 
boufes,  gardens,  nurferies,  plantations,-  Ueachfields,  fine  ccxvk- 
fidds,  \Sc*  It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  fuch  beneficial  alterations 
had  not  taken  place,  if  the  ground  had  belonged  to  privafie 
proprietors,  becaufe  they  feldoni  or  never  let  any  part  of 
their  lands  in.  fee ;  a  method  of  trans£erring  property, 
which  well  fuits  gentlemeo  who  like  rural  amufements, 
but  do  not  chnfe  to  lay  out  mtich  money  on  land.  This 
^oontry  is  often  iafefted  with  vagrants  of  various  defcrip- 
lions,  who,  by  threats  or  otherwife,  compel  people  to  give 

them 
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tKem  moaeyt  and  the  beft  viwrtt  their  booies  affiled.  Thej 
likewife  pick  up  poultry,  apparel,  and  whsht  tfaej  am  by 
hold  of.    Their  ezafitont  are  oppreffive,  their  numben- 
often  formidable,  and  it  hurts  the  feelings  of  the  humane  to 
fice  fo  many  young  pcrfons  trained  up  to  the  fame  pemt* 
cioas  courfes»  I  It  has  been  pf opofed  to  build  a  ccrredioii.  • 
and  work-boofe  for  this  ibire,  and  the  ihire  of.Bafi£    The 
gentlemen  of  both  counties  havetsiken  fome  fteps  to  for- 
ward this  laudable  meafure,  ,and..att.the  families  in  the 
country  have  reafoa  to  wiih  tbent  fuccefs.    It  is  to  be.  ho- . 
ped,  thai  the  more  public  concerns  of  the  nation  :iv)tt  fooa 
permit  them  to  pay  more  aitention  ^0  matters  of  ialernal 
police.   . 

XanjfflMT^^.-^The  pronunciation  ufed  by  (bme  old  per- 
Ibns  here  is  very  broad;  Second  they  pronounceySiorfiiif } 
comgh^  iiifqghf  lie.  gh  and  ch  are  founded  gutturally* 

I  think  that  language  and  pronunciation  imprpve  %  bnt 
there  are  peculiarities  obfervable  on  the  banks  of  Dee ; 
and  Don,  and  the  interjacent  dillrift  In  words  ending  ill; 
Aft4  the  d  geU  the  faint  found  of  ib^  a  that  of  the  diph- 
thong, aut  and  the  whole  is  naial ;  thus,  iandf  ioufffi  i  faff^. 
fawth^  Mc.  Ah  is  prooooced  ai/i,^t  Jaifi  and  fo  «f  fi», 
milar  words. 

Wheelbarrow,  pfnmmcid  Wbeeborrow* 

Board,  Beerd. 

peafc,  ■     ■    Pixx. 

Hid,  Hudd. 

They  have  alio  peculiar  cootra^ons,  vm.  cartful^  tartiB% 
fotful,potth\  ifc. 

They  ufe  the  wori/nt^tin  the  fenfe  ge^ierally  appltel 
10  the  word  liberal. 
A  nuci,  or  m/t  family,  means  a  deftttute  &mily« 
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I  have  heard  it  fomellmes  efieited,  ani  never  deoie^ 
that  die  river  Dee  appear*,  as  large,  and  contains  as  nindi* 
water  at  Kincardine,  as  here,  or  at  the  bridge  of  Dee,  a 
co«ff£e  of  34r)mile8,  in  whieh  it  receives  confickiabk  addi- 
tions.  This  obfiervadon  mnft  fiippofe,  that  the  river  b  as 
r^id  at  Kincardine  as  it  is  here,  or  at  the  bridge  of  Dee  y 
and  then  it  remains  to  be  coofidered,  on  what  principle  the 
hSt  iato  be  explained.  Si^ome,  on  the  principle  efevapo- 
radon.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  in  the  iaine  dimafee, 
the  quantity  of  water  evaporated  in  the  (ame  time,  is  in* 
proportion  to  the  ferfsfeeezpofed^  and  therefore  ihe  &m& 
canft  would  prodnoe  the  fame  efieft  in  other  rivera.  As 
the  Dee  runs  upon  a  gravelly  andiandy  bottom,  it  is  pro* 
bable  that  fome  of  the  water  finks,  and  finds  a  liibterrane^ 
OQS  paitage. 

At  certain  Rafons,  when  the  river  is  in  a  proper  Ibttr,* 
feveral  rafts  are  floated  down.  The  rafts  are  formed  about' 
7  or  8  miles  above  this.  Farther  up,  fingte  trees  only  can 
be  floated  dowii  the  river,  becaufe  of  the  rocks,  flmllows,^ 
catarafts,  iJe.  which  occur. 

It  has' been  obferved^by  others,  that*  the  river-Dte  fie»* 
quendy  overflows  the  contiguous  flats.    In  autnnm  1789^ 
the  Haugh  of  Mnstle,  meafuring  16  Soots  acres,  was  cover- . 
ed  with  a  deep  current,  and  the  whole  crop,  compnted^af 
more  than  ^jo.boOs  of  oats;  waa  carried  awayJiy  the  river,- . 
the  firft  night  after  it  waa  cut-  down.    The  crop  of  this 
Haugh  is  often  expofed  to  a  fimilar  £ate.    Some  years  ago,   ^ 
the  late  Mr  Burnett  of  Cooateffwells,  and  Captain  Hen- 
decfon  of  Newton  railed  an  embankment  at  their  joint 
ezpence,  acrola  the  head  of  a  Haugh,  with  a  view  to  fecure* 
t|eir  flsis  below.    This  work  has  beei^  uiefiil,^  but  has  not 
prevented  the  ravages  of  an  high  inundation.    In  the  year, 
1790,  no(  ^ooly  a  pan  of  the  crop  <tf  the  Haugtji  of  Murtle 
was  carried  down,  but  alfo  the  crop  of  the  Haugh  of  Cults, 
•^  •  i  which^ 
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*ivtu€li  vs  btlow  dM  embanktteiit.  About  two  ai3e8  belt? 
this  Haogbf  a^good  deal  of  com  was  taken  out  of  the  rivet^ 
cared  for,  and  fiacked  \  it  was  dauned  by  the  tenants  who 
paflefled  a  part  of  the  Haugh  of  Cults,  and  whofe  crop  was 
then  carried  away. ;  but  the  man*  who  £ived  die  com  woUd 
aot  give  it  up.  This  was  a  litbjeft  of  litigation  before  the 
Sheriff,  until  the  litigants  Sound  it  ej^edient  to  terminate 
the  difpute  over  a  ghds.  The  latter  part  of  the  narrative 
nay,  perhaps,  need  an  apotogy,  becanle  it  relates  tonao* 
cber  pariih. 

A  long  time  ifince,  the  river  Dee  had,  for  the  fpace  of  n 
quarter  of «  mile,  entirely  ihifted  its  channel,  a  little  be- 
b>w  thisehurch,  and  cut  through  a  part  of  the  efiate  9S. 
Culter.  Femerlyr  the^hole  of  diat  efiate,  and  of  this  pa« 
rijk,  was  filuated  north  of  the  river,  which  was  the  boun- 
•daiy*  Now, »  finsA  farm,  belonging  to  the  eftate  of  CuU 
ter,  is  ibuth  of  the  river.  Thb  &rm  is  called  the  Infch, 
and  had  long  been  an  iOand.  Here  is  a  falmon-fifliing, 
which  yields  about  L.  40  Sterling  of  yearly  rent.  The 
old  channel  was  lately  very  diftinft,  but  is  now  divided  be- 
twian  the  two  neighbouring  proprietors,  and  put  into  a  ftate 
of  coirivation.  I -cannot  learn  from  record  or  tradition  *the 
taa&  time  when  thecoqsfe  of  the  river  was  altered;  but, 
according  to  the  heft  information  which  I  have  got,  it  can«> 
oat  be  lets  than  two  ^centuries  back.  This  had  probably 
happened  when  a  gentle  thaw  lucceeded  a  long  and  intenfe 
frofi,  when  there  was  water  enough  to  break  and  float  the 
ice,  but  not  enough  to  cariy  it  over  the  ihaDows ;  at  thefe 
it  fticks  and  ftops  the  current,  which  recoils,  and  carries 
bad^  the  ice  with  amazing  force  and  velocity  ^  the  channd 
is  cnunmed  with  Iheets  of  ice ;  many  are  dirown  at  feme 
diftance,  and  the  water  flufts  its  conrie.  About  11  years 
fiooe,  die  ice  was  repelled  in  this  manner  up  the  river  Dee, 
^Jttdfromittapthelmxnof  Gttker,  fo. that  it  was  thrown 

over 
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tmk  my  gtrden  willy  8  feet  Mgb,  and  300  f^tst$  tntMlam 
lirer.  A  thriving  hedge,  and  foine  thrinng  yaong  trQt% 
wer»  cradled  to  the  ground. 

Etts^*^^  gteat  nnmber  of  yonng  ed»»  of  the  oommen 
|ftcie%  mkke  no  mnaal  praoeflion  up  ithis  river,  which 
nuaj  he  daffcd  among  tlide  wonders  with  which  natnre 
abonnds.  Imprefled  with  the  ideas  which  this  phonome* 
Bon  at  firft  eaccited.  I  beg  leave  to  give  a  fiiort  acoonnt  of 
it.  The  time  of  their  appearing  varies  according  to  the 
nalnre  of  the  feafon,  and  the  ftate  of  die  river,  it  is  let* 
dom  earlier  than  the  middle  of  May,  nor  later  than  the 
middle  of  June.  About  15  years  ago,  when  I  firft  oUerved 
fhem,  they  came  in  the  firft  week  of  June ;  there  was  then 
{iome  flood  in  the  river,  and  the  eeb  kept  near  to  the  bank, 
and  near  th^  furface  of  the  water.  They  proceeded  in  ic» 
gttlar  rows,  olofe  to  each  other«  and  7  eels  in  a  row.  The 
arrangement  and  movement  of  the  whole  feemed  to  to* 
lemble  that  order  which  is  the  effeft  of  diCbipIine.  They 
cortbued  running  three  days.  They  weit  moft  mnserooi 
the  firft  day ;  fewer,  afanoft  by  one  hal^  Ihe  £eooad ;  and 
o^  the  third  day,  they  came  ap  only  in  a  ftraggHng  man- 
ner.  They  were  9  inches  long,  and  3-4tfas  of  an  inch 
soofid. 

This  year,  (1794)9  the  feafon  being  mild^  and  the  river 
Ipw,  the  eeb  made  their  appearance  15th  May ;  but  they 
were  not  above  half  the  file  of  the  former,  a^d  left  rega» 
lar  in  their  ranking  and  moving.  They  continued  to  run 
foor  da^f  with  fome  intermiffioq  on  the  x6th  and  17th, 
but  very  nnfueroos  towsfds  the  evening  of  the  x8th  May. 
Many  of  them  kept  near  to  the  edge  of  tbe;river,  efpedally 
where  there  is  a  rapid  current  \  but  feveral  leeaied  to  bo 
icattered  all  over  the  breadth  of  the  river:  For  this  year  \ 
pbteved  move  go  up  the  bom  of  Gdter  than  |  conU  dif- 
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cefn  in  tibe  nver,  the  burn  being  alwajni  rtpid,  all  df  theoi 
unA  keep  clofe  to  the  edge.  Here  it  is  neceffary  to  fe« 
mark,  that  when  they  come  to  the  mouth  of  a  bttrn  or  ri- 
volet,  fo  inan;  fwim  up  thefe  ftreams,  and  the  reft  proceed 
til  their  coorfe  up  the  river.  I  am  informed,  that  the j  can 
by  inflind  diftinguifk  thofe  bums  and  rivulets  which  have 
their  fouroe  iu  lakes,  mofafles,  or  peat-mofles,  from  thofe 
fireams  which  derive  their  chief  fupply  from  fountains; 
and  that  the  latter  are  little  frequented  by  them.  Thejr 
go  up  Culter  burn  in  great  numbers,  and  proceed  up  Leo- 
diar  born,  a  branch  of  it,  to  the  loch  of  Skene.  They  ie> 
torn  in  harveft;  and  the  particular  time  of  their  regrels 
varies  likewife,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  feafon.  In 
different  years  it  may  be  varionfiy  reckoned  from  the  left 
week  of  Aoguft  to  the  end  of  Ofiober ;  fome  of  them  are 
at  this  time  an  ell  in  length.  Thefe  have  probably  conti* 
noed  in  the  loch  or  bum  more  than  one  feafon,  for  their 
length  in  general  does  not  exceed  two  feet.  Tenants  who 
live  on  the  banks  of  a  burn  femetimes  build  a  fiOi-garth, 
or  dam,  with  an  opening  to  receive  a  kind  of  ofier  bafket, 
or  what  they  call  an  bofe-net  for  catching  fifii.  They  catch 
fiome  trout  and  fome  pike,  but  eels  in  great  abundance,  at 
the  feafon  of  their  returning  to  the  fea,  and  fometimea 
core  them  in  large  earthen  jars,  or  in  fmaU  caiks  for  win** 
ter  provifioo.  I  have  been  told*tfaat,  in  the  beginning  of 
fnmmer,  the  young  eels  are  to  be  feen  in  the  river  in 
Ihoab,  filling  the  water,  like  the  herring,  from  top  to  hot- 
lorn ;  this  I  have  never  obferved.  But  when  a  flrong  flood 
and  contrary  wind  retard  their  progrefis,  many  of  them  go 
op  fmall  rivulets,  and  more  of  them  than  would  fill  a 
bnfhel  or  two  are  fometimes  coUeded  at  the  foot  of  a  bank 
or  precipice ;  many  of  thefe  cannot  return  to  the  river, 
and  ferve  for  food  to  ducks  and  other  aquatics,  or  any  pif. 
fiyofoos  animals.    For  like  caufes,  the  eels  may  be  col* 

leded 


59^  Statifiical  Jccowni 

Ufied  ia  this  manner,  in  dead  water  at  tbe  odfe  of  die  dIU 
▼er»  which  probably  gave  rife  to  the  •pinion  of  their  pve. 
ceeding  inflioaLi. 

Struck  with  the  appearance<of  the  eeb  when  I  firft  ob- 
lerved  them,  I  made  an  attempt  to  calcnlate  what  number 
might  pals  in  a  day,  <ir  in  a  feafon,  and  found  it  to  be  kCi 
than  I  at  firft  imagined.  Havbg  only  made  an  obferm- 
tion  or  two,  I  am  not  fupplied  with  fiifficient  data  liar 
accuracy;  but  I  ihall  compute  by  mj  firft  obicnratiott. 
Some  aflert  that  2  eeb,  at  leafi^  pais  in  one  iecond :  Say  % 
in  %  feconds,  or  90  in  «  minute  \  and  there  being  7  in  a 
vow,  the  number  is  630  in  a  minute*  or  37,800  in  an  honr^ 
which,  being  doubled  for  both  fides  of  the  rivec,  makes 
75,600  in  an  hour,  or  1,814,400  in  a  natural  day^  the  hdf 
of  which  might  be  added  for  the  fecond  day,  and  an  eight 
part  more  for  the  third  day.  Another  conceit  occupied 
my  mind,  and  that  was,  what  number  there  might  be  at 
once  betwIiLt  this  and  the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  fpace  of  10 
males,  fuppofing  both  fides  of  the  river  covered  as  per  ob- 
fervation  firft,  the  ranks  clofe,  7  in  each  rank,  and  t^tAk^ai 
them  9  inches  lopg  ?  But  I  (hall  not  feraufgreia  &rther  on 
the  reader's  patience  with  this  theory  or  calculation.  I 
Ikall  only  remark,  that  the  number  which  appears  here 
muft  be  lefs  than  at  fome  diftance  below  this,  becanfe  ib 
many  of  them  make  their  way  up  every  rill  and  bum 
which  runs  into  the  river. 

It  is  fcarce  neceflary  to  mention,  that  eeb  make  a  like 
annual  procefiion  up  every  river,  water,  and  rivulet,  which 
difembogues  into  the  fea. 

tVhim/lcalDivifioHqfPar(/bes.'^omcdmts  a  part  of  a 
parifli  lies  00  each  fide  of  the  river,  although  there  be  no , 
bridge,  and  the  communication  by  boat  be  frequently  im* 
ipra&icable.    Generally  the  pariih-churches  fiand  on  the 
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banks  of  the  river,  when  it  is  the  bonndarj,  and  HttFe  at« 
tention  has  been  paid  to,  the  convenience  of  the  pariihionersi 
The  J  had  been  built  when  Popery  was  the  eflablifhed  re- 
ligion, and  care  was  taken  that  the  clergj  ihould  not  want 
fifh  in  time  of  Lent. 

Sometimes  the  church  (hinds  in  one  of  the  remoteft  cor- 
ners of  the  parifli.  Mary  Cuker  was  lately  an  inftance  of 
this,  and  the  church  was  hard  by 'the  feat  of  theprincipaf 
heritor^  Dalmaik  is  another  inftance  ;  but  the  church  is 
at  a  confiderable  diftaace  from  the  feat  of  the  principal  and 
only  refiding  heritor.  The  fituatioii  of  that  church  is  pe- 
ouliarly  fingular.  A  narrow  ftrip  of  the  parifh  runs  dbwxr 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  N.  E.  betwixt  the  river 
and  a  wing  of  this  pariih ;  on  the  N.  £.  point  of  this  ftrip 
die  church  and  nMinfe  are  built.  The  minifter's  peat-ftack^ 
ft>me  of  hb  office-houfes^  and  the  half  of  the  glebe,  are  in: 
this  pariih;  the  other  half  of  the  niinifter's  glebe  is  in  hi^ 
•wn  parifli,  and,  as  far  as  it  extends  to  the  weftward^  take? 
in  the  whole  breadth  of  that  part  of  the  pariih.  Several 
of  the  parifhioners,  in  travelfing  the  direft  road  to  their 
own  church,  pa&  through  a  part  of  this  parifh.  Some  farms^ 
ia  Dalmaik  and  in  Durris  pay  ftipend  to  the  minifter  of 
Banchory  Teman,  and  thefe  farms  are  caUed  HalfPari/k* 
li  would  ieem  that  the  time  was,  when  the  parfen  of  Ban- 
ohory  poffeffed  fuperior  inftuence-,  and  got  a*  flice  off  the 
living  of  his  two  neighbours.  Some:  farms  on  the*  boun- 
dary of  this  pariih  and  Banchory  Davinick  pay  iiipend  t» 
both  miniiters,  and  they  too  are  called  half-pariih.  But 
there  is  a  fiurm  in  this  parifli^  of  an  internal  fituation,  which 
pays  iiipend  to  the*  minifter  of  Banchory  Davinick.  It  ir 
in  the  eftate,  and  near  to  the  manfion-houfe  of  Culter,  not 
above  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  our  church,  but  nigh  tor 
fear  miles  from  the  church  of  Banchory,  and  on  a  difierent 
ide  of  the  river.  We  have  no^^recotds  old  enough  to  iK 
»  luftratft 
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Infinite  the  ctde  of  tbb  annexatioo ;  but  I  bq[  lesre  t» 
offer  a  conje&ire*  It  had  probably  taken  place  during  die 
efiabliQiment  of  Popery,  and  the  farm  of  Glatfterberry  had 
then  been  in  the  poiTeiEon  of  a  feudal  baron,  who^  being 
accuftomed  to  command  in  the  field,  could  not  brook  the 
control  of  a  rigid  ecdefiaftic.  The  clergyman  of  the  pa* 
•  rilh  had  probably  fummoned  him  to  fatisfy  for  Come  ol- 
fence  \  bnt  the  baron  not  deigning  to  (ubmit  to  the  ft^ft- 
nela  of  1ms  difcipline,  found  meana  to  ^t  him&lf  and  his 
dependents  put  under  the  care  of  the  nei^bouring  prieft. 
Hence,  the  ftipend  received  by  the  minifter  of  Bancfaory. 
from  the  farm  of  Glaifterberry,  is  faid  to  be  paid  pro  airm 
animarum.  A  change  of  jurifdi^on,  fimilar  to  this,  has 
been  {bmetimes  efieded  in  matters  civil  as  well  as  ocde- 
fiaftical.  It  is  weU  known,  that  when  the  fitnaily  of  Cro- 
marty let  up  a  rivalihip  to  the  family  of  Seaforth,  they  had 
influence  enough  with  the  Scotch  Parliament  to  get  a  part 
of  the  ihire  of  Rob  detached,  and  formed  into  a.  new  county, 
now  called  the  (hire  of  Cromarty*  To  caufei  of  a  like  na- 
ture it  is,,  perhaps,  owing,  that  the  na^tural  boundary  of 
ihires,  commiflariots,  iSc.  has  been  altered^  and  that  fome 
eftates,  lying  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Dee,  are  now 
in  the  fliire  of  Meams. 

The  fame  fjMrit  which  I  fuppofe  to  have  aduated  the  ba« 
ron  of  Glaifterbcrry,  is  ftill  predominant  in  many.  Seve- 
ral years  ago,  a  clergyman  here  gave  a  very  general  and 
gentle  rebuke  to  a  company,  whp  came  into  church  about 
the  middle  of  the  fermon.  One  of  them  was  fo  much  affi-ont- 
ed,  that  he  never  returned  to  his  parifh-churcb,  and  has  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  another  paftor*  If  he  polTefled 
ihflttence,  he  would,  no  doubt,  carry  fome  of  the  fiipead  a- 
way  with  him  too,  and  get  his  feceifion  jufiified  by  faadion. 

I  fear,  that  a  democratical  and  levelling  Q^trit  lurks  in 
this  breaft  of  too  many.    Of  thoft.  who  have  any  jreligion, 

each 
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T«h  faxnilj,  or  fmalj  iiumber  of  ^milieSy  if  the j  could  af- 
ford it,  would  have  chejir  own  teachers  \  and  manj  of  thofe 
who  have  little  or  no  religion,  would  readllj  aflent  to  the 
abolition  of  the  clerical  order,  if  they  could,  like  the  French 
Convention,  withdraw  (lipend  and  payment  for  all  forms 
of  worihip  whatfoever.  They  would  aboliih  the  common 
week,  and  fubftitute  the  conventional  decade  \  a  plan  of 
profit  and  of  lols,  by  which  mafters  do  every  year  gain  the 
labour  of  fixteen  days,  atid  fervants  ^re  deprived  of  as  many 
days  of  reft»  The  next  fiep  may  be,  to  take  away  days  of 
red  altogether.  By  a  dafh  of  conventional  authority,  they 
have  fubverted  the  law  of  order  and  fubordination,  which 
is  the  law  of  heaven  :  They  have  annihilated  ^bf  f^utual 
obligations  of  mader  and  fervant,  parent  and  €hiI4|  fove* 
reign  and  fubjed  \  and  thus  they  have  oppofed  the  appoint- 
ment of  God.  For,  although  it  be  common  with  many  iq 
great  towns,  to  laugh  at  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  the 
religion  of  their  Maker,  yet  moll  of  us  acknowledge  the 
authority  of  the  lacred  oracles,  and  we  lea^'n  from  them, 
that  the  **  powers  which  be  are  appointed  by  God  /'  and 
we  infer,  that  they  are  appointed  for  wife  reafons  ;  Among 
other  reafons,  for  the  following  ;  that  the  refpefi  and  qh^^ 
dience  due  to  earthly  mailers  may  be  improved  into  reve- 
rence and  refignatiOn  towards  our  Mafter  in  Heaven  \  that 
the  filial  afie£lions  may  rife  into  the  warmed  gratitude,  the 
xnoft  entire  confidence,  and  fupreme  love  towards  the  invi- 
fible,  the  univerfal,  and  mod  beneficent  Parent ;  and  that 
the  loyalty  and  allegiance  due  to  the  lawful  fovereigns  of 
this  world,  may  be  advanced  into  un(haken  fidelity  and 
entire  fubmiilion  to  the  Almighty  Sovereign  of  all  worlds, 
who  will  bring  the  fovereignty  of  the  feople^  as  well  as 
thrones  and  dominions,  into  fubjeAion  unJer  Him.   . 

One  clals  of  duties  is  fubfervient  to  another  -,  and  the 
iame  oracles  of  unerring  wifdom  pat  the  ^ueftion,  ^*  he 
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f*  that  lovetfa  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  feea;  how  caf^ 
*'  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not  feen ;"  ifis  breiber^  who 
is  dailj  prefented  to  his  fenfes,  to  raife  his  efteem,  and 
move  his  kindnels  or  tompalEon  towards  him*  I  leave  it 
to  the  reader  to  apply  the  fentiment  to  the  different  rela- 
tions of  life.  Our  religion  is  adapted  to  pur  firam^i.  I|i 
its  ordinances  and  precepts,  we  are  coniidered  as  creatures 
who  are  influenced  by  external  impreffions,  and  bj  objefi^ 
which  are  vifible,  we  are  led  to  thofe  which  are  inviiiUe. 
Whatever  excellience  or  amiable  quality  we  perceive  in 
ruler,  friend,  or  parent,  we  are  fure  that  the  greal  Suprem^ 
is  pofleiTed  of  thefe,  and  of  every  perfeftion  in  an  infinite 
degree.  Whatever  weakncis  or  depravity  we  difcem  in 
ourfelves  or  others,  wp  know  that  from  thefe,  and  from 
every  kind  of  imperfedion,  He  is  infinitely  removed.  Him 
we  confider  as  the  Giver  of  every  noble  and  ufeful  talent, 
as  the  Infpirer  of  every  virtue.  Thus  we  are  led  to  pay 
to  Rim  the  tribute  of  gratitude,  adoration,  and  obedience, 
and  to  commit  ourfelves,  with  unreferved  confidence  to  his 
T>rote£lion  and  care.  From  hb  goodnels  and'' mercy  we 
derive  confolation  and  joy  in  the  time  of  adverfity,  and 
pafs  through  the  changes  of  life  unappalled  by  danger,  un- 
fubdued  by  diftrefs. 

We  frequently  hear  of  the  tyranny  and  extravagance  of 
ariftocrates,  and'  are  told,  that  "  fome  people  are  all  quality, 
*«  made  up  of  nothing  but  title  and  genealogy;  that  the 
•*  view  of  their  ideal  dignity  defaces  in  them  the  very  cha- 
*«  rafter  of  humanity,  and  makes  them  infolcnt  and  op- 
"  preffive."  Amongft  fudi  declaimers,  however,  we  Ihall 
find  haughtinefs  and  infolence  enough,  and  fuch  a  degree  of 
an  obftinate,  felf.fufficient  fpirit,  that  they  reckon  it  below 
them  to  exercif<j  either  good  nature  or  good  manners  j  and 
were  they  pofiefied  of  power,  little  humanity  could  be  ex- 
'   •  '       -  pcftcd 
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{(cfAed  from  them.  They  Wotdd  be  wdl  pkafed  to  fee! 
ftiiftoctates  reduced .  to  their  level,  but  dould  not  bear  tor 
think  of  inferiors  rifing  and  ranking  with  themfelves.  Of 
this  clais  there  are  fom'e  who  rail  againft  the  drbitrarj  mea-: 
fnrcs  of  Govcrnnacrit,  arfd  are,  at  the'  feme  time,  as  abfo- 
lute  in  the  exefcife«6f  the  little  power  they  have,  as  any 
potentate  in  Europe'  ;*  and  y^  may  yet  woKidtfr  With  tfali 
loicieAt  Dramatift/ 


Dii  voftnoi  ITdem  ? 


Itao'  coropantam  eflc  hommum  naturam  ODniom^ 

Aliena  ut  melius  videaat,  ec  dijiidicent 

Qoam  fua  ?  tereii.  Heaui. 

Blef?  me  .'  What  an  odd  componcion  men  are  of!  that  they  ibonld  fee 
nrtber,  and  judge  beuer  of  other  peoples  matters  and  maaoers  than  xktit 
6wn ! 

Sonietifnes  the  cry  is,  ^<  We  have  an  ekpenfite  govern^ 
^  ment,  a  corrupt  adminiftration,  and  a  degenerating  coO^; 
^'ftitution."  With  feveral  perfons,  th^fe  Hiay  be  only 
words  of  eoorfe.  They  heat  otb^  men  inveigh  againft 
government^  and  they  believe  that  any  one  tnay  do  the 
fame.  But  fuch  language  muft.  On  fome  oceafionfi,  be  con-' 
fidered  as  a  fymptom  of  political  difeafe,  and  an  indication 
of  revolutionary  principles.  It  ^is  juftly  deemed  bafe,  and 
highly  criminal  to  trsrduce  fit  private  petfon  $  and  I  cannot 
Iv'ell  comprehend  how  it  has  been  thought  fo  innocent  to 
malign  thofe  who  bear  offices  of  public  truft^  dignity  and 
importance.  In  the  fait  way  of  tftimating  crimes,  this 
onght  to  be  branded  as  complicated  guilt.  Amoogft  other 
heinous  tranfgreflbrs,  tvba  are  refrtyed  to  tie  day  ofjudg^ 
mint  to  hipunybed^  the  Apoftk  Peter  mentions  them  who 
defpifi  gorfemmint ;  who  defpife  the  authority  of  their  go- 
veraors ;  prefumptuout^  or  daring,  and  felf-wiUedf  tbey  are 
not  afraid  to  fpeak  evil  ijf  dignities  \  to  rail  at  periims  ia 

authority. 
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atuhoritj.  ThegoiltisgratdysggrcTfttedbjtbetcndaKjr 
,  of  fuch  langoaget  and  the  tSeSt  which  it  produces ;  fudi  as 
prejudice  and  nn&vouraUe  impreffions,  a  fpirit  of  difloj- 
alty  and  difcontent»  wbkh  load  to  fiiAion  and  ooo^uncy. 
AU  this  the  raikrs  agaioft  governmeat  have  generally  in 
view.  Such  perfens  maj  afliime  the  name  of  pahiois  and 
friendt  of  the  people  \  but  thej  muft  furaiih  us  with  a  new 
gloflarj  before  we  can  underftand  them.  To  the  word 
patrioi^  we  mud  not  aflix  the  antiquated  idea  of  one,  who 
is  a  lover,  a  difinterefted  benelndor  of  his  country ;  but  we 
mud  underftand  by  it,  one  who  fiodies  to  embarrafi  public 
mcafureSt  to  oppofe  or  elude  the  laws,  and  Ibmetimes  to 
embroil  the  ftate.  If  we  take  our  definition  of  patriots 
from  that  clals  of  men  on  the  continent,  we  muft  add,  they 
are  thofe  men  who  trample  on  the  laws  of  equity,  alienate 
property  from  its  rightful  owners,  fcize  on  public  -funds, 
transfer  as  much  of  them  as  they  can  to  their  own  ufe,  aad 
apply  the  reft  to  the  gurpofes  of  murder,  bribery,  and  In* 
zury>  or,  in  other  words,  men  who  attempt  tomiflead  the 
people  by  fophifms  and  pompous  founds,  cajole  them  with 
vain  hopes,  and  perfuadc  them  to  facrifice  their  £afety  and* 
peace,  and  to  engage  in  ravage  and  maflacre ;  men  who 
would  hurry  multitudes  of  people  oat  df  the  world,  or 
make  them  miferable  while  they  are  in  it,  and  all  this  to 
promote  the  interefted  views  of  a  junto;  views  of  ambition 
and  aggrandifement,  perhaps  of  malice  and  refentmeot* 

They  who  complain  (b  much  of  the  infiaknco  of  arifto* 
crates,  aad  the  defpoti&n  of  rulers,  ihould  confider  what 
kind  of  rulers  they,  are  like  to  have,  if  the  reToIntion,  fo 
much  defired,  tookx  place.  In  £ermentations  and  ebullitions 
the  fcum  rifes  to  the  top ;  and  in  every  revoiotion,  whieh^ 
like  that  of  France,  is  the  work  of  democracy,  the  vileft 
and  the  worft  tbruft  themfelves  into  places  of  power. 
Without  remorfe  they  contrive,  and  without  reftraint  they 

purfue 
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parfiifl  foch  rapacious,  oppreifiycy  and  bloodj  md^turest  aa 
muft  ihock  any  feeling  heart. 

Amongft  our  (elf-conceitcd  politioians,  another  topic  of 
dechroatioQ  v^  *^  the  foil/  of  involving  us  in  a  war  fo  ex« 
^  penfivc  and  unneceflary,  and  fending  troops  to  affift  the 
**  Dutch,  when  the/  did  not  want  our  affiftance."  That 
there  are  Jacobins  and  malecontents  in  HoQand,  as  well  aa 
in  Britain,  needs  not  to  be  doubted ;  one  would  even  be 
led  to  think,  that  there  were  a  correfpondence  betwixc 
them,  elfe  how  could  the  fentiments  of  the  Dutch  hiave 
been  known  fo  well  atid  fo  earljr  amougft  us  ?  Thefe  gentle* 
men  will  not  pretend,  however,  to  have  been  admitted'  into 
the  fecret  counfels  of  the  two  cabinets ;  nor  can  they  affirm^ 
that  the  Dmicb  goftumment  did  not  want  our  afliftaact  *  Bj 
their  fending  an  armj  into  the  field,  to  co-operate  with  ua 
and  the  other  allies,  thej  gave  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the 
contxary.  It  has  been  fliown  by  writers  on  the  fubjed, 
that  we  were  bound  by  treaty  to  defend  them.  We  were 
called  to  do  it  by  a  principle  of  common  honefty.  Befides, 
to  defend  the  Dutch  was,  in  e£kft,  to  defend  ourfelves,  ac» 
cording  to  that  well  known  maxim  of  antiquity, 

Nan  tua  ret  agitur.  panes  cum  pro&iaus  ardctc 
Et  negle^a  fulcot  inceodia  fumere  vires. 

WImb  jour  nest  tietglibour*s  h*u^  b  all  a  flams^ 
If  jroo  oegleA  it,  jovrs  will  be  the  (ame. 
Fires  negle^ed  increafiog  ftrength  acquire; 
Citirf  they  fack,  and  level  the  loft/  fpire. 

When  a  neighbour's  houfe  or  hti  field  is  on  fire,  one 
ought  to  do  all  he  can  to  extinguiOi  it,  for  the  fafety  of  his 
own.  If  the  next  houfe  is  in  danger  of  fire,  he  ought  to 
do  all  in  bis  power  to  prevent  it.  This  is  fuggt  (led  to  ua 
by  the  general  principle  of  felf-prefervation.  It  is  the  dic« 
tale  of  common  policy  and  of  common  lenfe.    The  Dutch 

navy, 
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ntLvjf  and  qstbI  ftores»  would  be  a  great  aeqaifidoii  to  the 
French;  the  Dutch  failors  would  be  a  much  greater;  and 
Britain  ought  to  make  every  exertion  in  order  to  prevent 
their  getting  fuch  an  aooeifion  to  their  maxtne. 

Thofe  perfons  who  exclaim  fo  vehemently  againft  the 
prefent  war,  do  jnftly  expofe  themfelves  to  the  fkfpicion  of 
being  repnblicans  and  jacobins.  Thej  ieem  to  be  oat  of 
temper  that  their  views  have  been  fo  long  dtfappotnted,- 
If  we  had  not  gone  to  war  with  France ;  if  the  alien  bill 
had  not  paffed;  if  our  fleets  and  forces  had  not  been 
vigilantf  Britain  had,  before  now,  fwarmed  with  French 
jacobins;  Before  this  time  we  had  beheld*  many  of  as  liad 
experienced,  the  like  tragical  events,  the  like  inftances  of 
rapine  and  barbarity,  of  confufion  and  carnage,  which  have 
been  exhibited  on  the  continent*  Writers  on  the  fiibjeft 
are  clearly  of  this  perfuafioo.  Bnt  the  dedaimers  them* 
felvesneed  no  proof;  they  have  the  moft  iatisfaftory  in« 
formation,  they  have  entire  conviftion  in  their  own  breafts. 
Here,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  after  the  French  had 
proceeded  fo  far  in  the  reform  of  their  government ;  after 
aflaflinations  and  maflfaores  were  committed,  and  commo-' 
tions  prevailed  throughout  the  kingdom,  one  of  our  Sena- 
tors, one  of  thefe  called  Men  of  the  People,  fiiid  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  ^  our  miniftry  ought  to  take  ad« 
**  vantage  of  the  diftraded  (late  of  France ;"  a  fpeech  whicfaf 
plainly  infinuated  our  going  to  war.  The  fpeeches  of  the 
fame  gentleman  now  abound  with  bitter  inveflive  againft 
the  prefent  war,  which  was  not  commenced  on  our  part,- 
until  our  allies  were  attacked,  and  we  ourfislves  daringly 
threatened;  was  not  commenced  until  war  became  ana>- 
voidaUe,  unleis  we  were  tamely  to  give  up  every  thing 
valuable  to  us  as  Britons,  and  dear  to  us  as  men  and  Chri* 
ftiansr 


of  PetercuUer.  399 

it  is  can£e  of  regret,  that  the  War  has  proved  fo  diiaftrous, 
snd  that  manj  of  our  difafters  are  to  be  afbribed  to  die 
bafeoels  of  traitors  among  oDrfelves,  who  give  to  the  ene- 
xnj  all  the  intelligeQce  apd  aid  in  their  power.  We  may 
be  periuadedy  that  feveral  of  our  ihips,  in  the  Kft  of  cap. 
tares,  have  been  freighted  with  warlike  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  for  the  enemj's  ufe,  and  have  pnrpo&ly  thrown 
^hemfelves  in  thje  way  of  French  cniifers.  It  is  hard  to. 
lay  what  foccefs  they  may  have  in  alluring  our  failors  into 
their  iervice ;  but  we  know,  that  by  want,  bad  bread,  and 
bad  treatment,  they  have  brought  many  of  them  to  their 
grave.  It  is  preafoo  tp  take  part  with  the  enemies  of  the 
King  and  the  nation,  or  to  aid. them  in  the  manner  now 
mentioned.  To  pray  for  fucoefs  to  them,  or  to  pray  againft 
tbe  fuccels  of  our  own  troops,  if  it  be  not  a  degree  of  trea- 
fon,  does  certainly  come  very  near  to  it.  It  ibews  that 
there  is  abundance  of  treafon  in  the  heart,  a&d  in  the  in- 
tention* People  do  hereby  ihow  the  ftrongeft  inclinafios 
to  fide  with ,  the  enemy,  and  that  nothing  but  want  of 
power  and  opportunity  prevents  them  from  doing  it«  One 
b  furprifed  to  find  an  orator  pleading  publicly  before  a  moft 
venerable  Court,  in  behalf  of  fuch  petitioners  \  and  glofl*- 
idg  their  prayers  as  mere  wiflies  that  a  junto  would  not 
prevail  agaioft  France.  Of  that  junto  Britain  is  a  part. 
In  the  lafi  feflion  of  Parliament  fome  fpeaken  reprelented 
it  as  the  principal.  It  is  now  like  to  fiaad  fingle  in  the 
conteft ;  and  therefore  to  pray  for  fucoeis  to  the  French, 
or  to  pray  that  Britons  may  not  prevail,  is  nothing  leis 
than  praying,  that  the  Britifli  throne  be  pulled  down,  'and 
the  Britifh  conftitution  levelled  ip  the  duft ;  that  Britain 
may  become  a  fedion  of  the  French  republic,  one  and  un^ 
dividii^  and  thus  be  enilaved  to  the  moft  arbitrary  and  exe^ 
crable  tyranny  that  ever'exified,, 

liOud 
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Ldud  alfe  ve  the  complaints  againft  manifoii  and  et»r^ 
mmu  iatMt  which  are  £dd  to  be  iigJUy  ofifinjhe. 

Thefie  «oflip)aiiien  fliould  confider,  that  tmlefi  maokind 
were  to  roam  like  the  beafts  of  the  defert,  there  maft  be 
2 ovefomeAt,  and  goverament  miift  have  a  decent  fiipport. 
ThuB  is  the  neceflit  j  of  cases  fixed.  As  a  nation  improTcs 
in  arts  and  naannfadnres ;  as  it  extelids  its  commerce  and 
empire,  iii  that  proportion  the  expence  of  goremment  in- 
creafes,  And  taxes  mnft  be  multiplied  $  bat  the  nation  ba^ 
viag  become  richer,  is  abler  to  pay  them.  When*die  ro« 
lers  and  the  public  ferrants  of  a  great  nation  can  appear 
with  fuitabls'dtgttity  at  home  and  ftbroad,  that  nation  be- 
comes  refpedaMe  in  the  ejes  of  foreign  powers ;  refpeft 
and  iaitty  are  fiscured  even  to  its  fubjefis. 

Amidft  the  extiravagant  mnrmurs  which  have  been  heard 
agtunft  taxes,  what  is  become  of  boafted  patriotifm  }  By 
true  patriotifm  we  are  taught  to  make  great  facrifices  to 
the  publk  good  ;*-^6  £icrifice  eafe,  power,  pleafure,  and 
wealth*  in  order  to  mainuin  the  rights,  to  promote  and 
defiind  the  hdooor  and  happinels  of  oar  country.  There- 
£ore,  gmmbting  mnfl,  in  this  cafe,  betray  a  felfifh  and  for- 
^d  Spirit,—- a  fpirit  too  much  enflaved  to  mammon.-^Even 
when  taxes  have  rifen  to  exorbitance,  and  may  be  coniider- 
cd  u  a  grievance,  we  are  direded  t6  fubmit :  *^  Ye  muft 
**  needs  be  fubjeft,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  confcience 
•*  fake,-*T-«ot  only  for  fear  of  puniffament  from  man,  but 
out  of  obedience  to  God.  -  **  For  this  caufe,  ye  pay  tri- 
«*  bute  alfo,'^  W^.  Ro&i.  xiii.  5,  6.  «*  Indeed,"  fays  the 
bme  Apoftle,  ^f  there  is  altogether  a  fault  among  you, 
'*  that  ye  have  conte&s  iivith  each  other :  Why  do  ye  not 
**  rather  fnffer  wrong?''  He  condemns  their  having  quar- 
rels with  each  other  at  all,  whether  they  went  to  law  or 
not.  Much  more  would  he  condemn  inforreftion,  violence 
$n4  depredation.    He  upbraids  them  that  they  did  not  ra- 
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ther  fttffer  wrong.  "  All  men,"  fays  a  writer  on  this  paf- 
fagCt  "  cannot  receive  this  faying,  or  w£^/ not  receive  it. 
•*  Many  aim  only  at  the  obfervancc  of  this  rule,  /  wilt 
"  neither  do  wrongs  nor  /uffer  wrong,  Tticfe  may  be  ho- 
*•  ncft  heathens,  but  no  Chriftians."  It  were  well,  how- 
ever, if  people  would  abftain  from  doing  wrong :  They 
would  be  Icfs  expofed  to  the  fuffering  of  wrong.  Our  re- 
ligion does  herein  give  us  an  eflential  leffon  of  prudence. 
For  it  is  certainly  much  better  to  pay  a  few  fliUlin^s  more 
yearly,  than  to  &crifice  peace,  public  and  private,— -than  to 
hazard  the  life,  property  and  happinefs,  of  many  thoufands* 
Ferfons  who  pretend  to  be  Chriflians,  (hould  know  fome« 
thing  of  the  value  of  a  hun(ian  f^ul.  Some  authors  have 
faid,  that  in  worth  it  outweighs  worlds.  Its  happineis,  then^ 
is  not  to  be  fported  with,  nor  to  be  wantonly  endangered 
for  mere  trifies.  It  b  no  light  matter  to  be  the  caufe  of 
murder  and  bloodfhed.  They  who  do  not  acknowledge 
lacred  writ,  may  learn  from  hiftory,  and  from  their  own 
ob(ervatiou,  how  awfully  that  threatening  has  been  veri-  ' 
fied,  *^  He  that  Iheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  fball  liia 
*'  blood  be  flied."  But  to  be  the  caufe  of  precipitating  in« 
to  eternity,  thonfands  and  ten  thoufands  of  immortal  fouls, 
whether  prepared  or  unprepared,  is  a  degree  of  enormity 
and  guilt  too  great  for  us  to  eftimate.  The  French  have 
tri^d  to  procure  themfelves  a  temporary' relief  from  the 
bittemefs  of  thefe  reflexions,  by  reje£^ing  the  principles 
and  fears  of  religion. 

If  people  would  conftder  the  ravages  and  defolations,  the 
miferies  and  dillrefles,  which  follow  in  the  train  of  infur- 
redion  and  rebellion,  they  would  pay  the  taxes  and  live 
in  quxetnels :  They  would  retrench  fome  expences  in  drefa 
and  table,  or  apply  an  hour  or  two  more,  each  day,  to  their 
lawful  occupation  \  rather  than  indulge  a  fpirit  of  envy  and 
difcontent,  the  fource  of  difloyalty,*— the  fource  often  of 
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bitter  malice  and  revenge  againft  legal  gavemment.  OC 
thefe  it  niaj  be  faid,  more  juftlj  than  in  the  inSance  in- 
which  the  exprefllion  was  lately  affiled  by  a  popular  ora- 
tor, that  tbey  draw  evtry  thing  into  their  vortex.  No  prin- 
ciple is  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  their  force,  no  horrors  are 
fo  ghaflly  as  to  reftrain  their  violences  If  private  revenge 
be  juftly  condemned  as  bafe,  unmanly  and  wicked ;  re- 
venge of  a  public  nature, '  revenge  againft  eilabliflied  g(v 
vernment,  mull  be  much  more  criminal :  For  who  can  li- 
mit its  pernicious  tendency,  or  fay  how  far  its  direful  ef- 

fefts  may  reach  ? Contingencies  often  oblige  rulers  to 

increafe  the  public  taxes  \  fuch  as  wars,  conflagrations,  na- 
tional lofles  and  calamities^  lie.    The  inconfiftence  of  thofe 
who  exclaim  againft  taxes,  and  with  the  fame  breath  wifli 
fucceis  to  the  French,  muft  excite  indignation  ;  becaufe  the 
longer  the  French  are  fucceisful,  the  longer  muft  the  wac 
be  continued  and  taxes  be  increafed.     But  I  truft,  that  in 
Great  Britain,  the  true  lovers  of  their  country  arc  moft 
numerous,  by  a  very  great  majority ;  and  what  has  a  vir- 
tuous and  refolute  majority  to  fear  ?    They  will  fpend  the 
laft  farthing  which  they  can  afford,  they  will  fpend  the  laft 
^"^rk  of  life,  and  fell  it  dear,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the 
French.     If  French  principles,  political  and  religious,  pre- 
vailed, this  world,  to  any  good  perfon,  would  not  be  worth, 
the  living  in.         One's  indignation  muft  likewife  be  rai» 
fed  at  hearing  of  a  popular  orator  introducing  into  his  po- 
litical harangues,  either  as  a  pattern  or  an  apology  for  the 
feditious,  the  eSufions  of  Mr  Burke's  enthufiafm  relating 
to  America.     Many  men,  as  wife  as  Mr  Burke,  have  been 
in  error,  and  have  retraced.      The  Americans,  perhaps, 
have  no  great  caufe  now  to  thank  Mr  Burke,  or  any  who 
then  fevoured  their  caufe.     But  America  is  at  prefent  out 
of  the  queftion.     The  French  Revolution  carries  a  very 
different  afped.    Mr  Burke  has  publiibed  to  the  world  his 
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fentiments  on  this  fubjefi,  and  it  were  better  to  bring  thim 
into  the  view  of  malecontents,  than  his  extraragant  rhap- 
fodies  on  American  fucc^ls.     Many  of  *the  Americans  are 
now  ripe  for  another  revolution,  and  the  orator  will  cer- 
tain) j  be  on  the  fide  of  the  infurgents.    They  arc  contend- 
ing  for  liberty.     Between  their  ideas,  and  the  ideas  of 
French  republicans,   there  is  a  ftrong  afTociation.      One 
would  almoft  pronounce  them  infpired  by  the  fame  demon. 
The  taxes  brought  America  into  my  mind.     I  have  heard 
it  mentioned  in  company,  that  the  Americans  paid  five 
times  or  ten  times  more  taxes  now  thsKn  formerly  :  And  it 
was  anfwered  by  fome  violently  attached  to  them,  '*  What 
"  then  ?  they  have  themfelves  the  power  of  impofing  thcfe 
"  taxes," — ^a  very  difputable  point ;   but  let  it  be  granted^ 
and  it  is  affigning  the  fame  reafon  for  their  condud,  that  is 
ofteh  aifigned  for  the  condud  of  children  and  fools.  Let 
them  have  but  their  will^  and  they  facrifice  their  beft  inte- 
reils,  and  give  up  with  their  mod  valuable  friends.     Du- 
ring the  late  American  war,  nothing  was  heard  among  a 
certain  clafs,  but  exclamations  againil  the  haughty  fpirit  of 
Britain.    America  faid  it  would  humble  the  pride  of  Bri- 
tain.     The  French  Convention  now  boail  of  doing  the 
fame ;  and  what  was  faid  to  Diogenes,  b  applicable  to  both. 
When  the  Cynic  boafted,  that  "  he  trampled  on  the  pride 
**  of  Plato  ;••   "  Yes,"  it  was  anfwered,  ••  but  you  do  it 
"  with  a  greater  pride.'*— Let  me  now  afl^  the  admirers  of 
French  politics,  how  they  would  like  the  Fret^ch  mode  of 
•  taxing  ?  They  robbed  the  nobility,  the  clergy  and  church  \ 
they  compelled  gentlemen  to  leave  their  eftates,  or  invent- 
ed fome  ground  of  accufation  and  took  ofi*  their  heads,  and 
then  feized  on  their  property.     After  thefe  fources  of  fup- 
ply  were  exhaufted,  whateyer  they  wanted  was  put  under 
requifition,  and  a  refufal  to  comply  cod  the  recufants  their 
beads.    Thus  nteui  moneyi  borfes  and  cattle,  were  levied 
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in  a  tricci  aod  to  any  extent  the  Contrentioa  thought  prOi- 
per.  In  the  Auflrian  Netherlandsy  which  they  latelj  in* 
vaded,  young  men  were  required  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
Six  thoufand  girls  were  put  under  reijuifition,  to  attend 
their  iick  foldiers.  In  confequence  of  this  requifition,  fome 
jthottfands  of  children  maj  appear  in  proper  time,  and  they 
will  no  doubt  be  claimed  as  the  property  of  the  RepubUc. 
They  will  be  dedicated  to  Mars,  and  taught  to  celebrate 
the  rites  of  the  French  idol  Virility.  But  this  is  not  all ; 
.men,  .horfes  and  -waggons,  were  put  under  requifition,  to 
jcarry  all  the  valuable  property  of  the  invaded  cpuntry  to 
Parli. — In  fiiort,  what  is  the  French  army,  but  a  multitude 
of  lawlefs  armed  tax-gatherers,  or  oppreiEve  free-booters  ? 
They  firft  plunder  to  clothe  and  feed,  and  enrich  them- 
felves ;  and  then  they  are  ordered  to  lay  heavy  contribo- 
tions  on  the  conquered  towns  and  territories,  to  enable  the 
Convention  to  profecute  their  levelling  and  bloody  planSt 
or  to  fapport  their  extravagant  luxury.  For  it  haa  been 
afierted  on  good  authorityi  and  many  will  ceadily  believe 
it,  that  Pdrifian  luxury,  formerly  without  parallel,  has  now 
rifen  to  a  mod  gigantic  height. 

It  may  be  allegtfd,  that  thefe  extraordinary  oielhods  are 
at  $rfl  necelTary,  but  a  milder  fjilem  will  be  foon  adopted. 
Believe  it  not.  It  is  againfl  experience,  agaioft  the  doc- 
trine of  habits,  again  ft  the  love  of  power,  fo  natural  to  the 
human  mind  \  and  againd  our  knowledge  of  French  men,  and 
French  manners.  They  will  continue  the  fame  arbitrary,  in- 
folent,  rapacious  depredators,  till  it  (hall  pleafe  Providence  to 
overturn  their  prefcnt  fyflem.  It  u  enough  to  (hock  a 
iierious  mind  to  hear  of  the  abfard  and  wild  conceits,  ex- 
prefled  by  modern  patriots  and  malecootents,  If  we  pro- 
fefs  a  regard  for  the  Britifh  conflitution,  and  the  memory 
pf  thofe  who  formed  it,  and  left  it  w\ih  us  as  a  facred  de- 
pofit  :  Immediately  it  is  aiked,  What  right  bad  o»r  prcde^ 
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ceflbis  to  judge  for  u^  or  to  chufe  a  political  conftitotioa 
for  us  ? — Such  ^uerifts  ought  to  be  reminded,  that  of  thele 
impertinept  inquiries  there  is  no  end|  till  they  ariive  at 
that  Impious  one.  What  right  had  the  Supreme  Being  to 
caU  them  into  ezi(lence»  or  to  determine  the  place  of  ihrir 
habitatiori  ?  They  forget  that  thej  are  as  clay  in  the  hands 
of  the  potter.  If  thofe  who  preceded  them  had  no  right 
to  chufe  a  form  of  government  for  them,  as  little  right 
have  they  to  chufe  one  for  their  fucceflbrs ;  fo  that  every 
generation  might  claim  the  right  of  chuiiog  their  own  fbroa 
of  government.  ,  Thiis,  in  every  period  of  30  or  40  yean^ 
Ibis  p<unt  muft  be  agitated  and  deter mi|>ed.  Any  perfoa 
who  can  refled,  may  eafily  forefee  what  would  be  the  oon- 
Jequence,  amidft  the  various  opinions,  the  various  views 
and  atuchments  of  mankind,  amidft  interfering  interefis, 
and  oppofit^  plans  and  purfuits,  fucb  political  quarrels  and 
firuggles  muft  arife,  as  would  haften  the  extinAion  of  the 
haman  race. 

Suppofe  a  forward  inexperienced  youth  has  fiioceeded 
to  the  eftate  of  a  fsither,  who,  after  confulting  the  bed  jud- 
ges, and  procuring  the  heft  plans,  had  been  at  pains  to  build 
a  proper,  commodious,  and  liibftantial  houle  for  his  heir ; 
ioftead  of  being  pleafed  with  the  father's  folicitude  and  at- 
tention, the  conceited  youth  exclaimed,  What  a  fool !  to 
pretend  to  plan  and  build  a  houfe  for  him.  He  refolves  to 
pull  it  down,  and  to  build  another  to  his  own  liking.  A 
neighbour  of  prudence  and  experience  came  and  expoftola- 
ted  with  him ;  told  him,  that  although  the  houfe  did  not 
entirely  correfpond  to  his  ideas,  it  was  convenient  and  com- 
fortable, and  might  wich  a  few  alterations  be  much  impro- 
ved, perhaps  might  be  made  fufceptible  of  elegance  and 
grandeur  j  if  be  pulled  it  down,  he  might  be  buried  in  the 
ruins,  or  while  he  reared  a  new  fabric,  the  fcaffblding  aiight 
give  way,  smd  hf  be  ciuibcd  to  pieces*    But  all  the  cala- 
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mioes  which  can  happen  in  this  inftance,  aiTord  no  ade- 
quate ttprefentation  of  the  inezpreilibk  ills  which  mull 
proceed  from  any  violent  attempt  to  pull  down  an  old,  and 
rear  up  a  new  £Eibric  of  a  political  conftitudon.  If  the  old 
conftitution  be  juflly  held  im  venerationy  the  dangers  ex- 
ceed calculation,  the  difficulties  are  aloioft  infurmountable, 
iinlels  the  people  who  live  under  it  have  become  quite 
venal,  worthleis  and  degenerate. 

I  do  not  meaq  to  applj  the  foregoing  remarks  to  the 
people  of  thu  parifhi  or  anj  part  of  the  neighbourhood  ; 
but  when  I  go  about  through  the  country,  I  am  frequently 
told  that  the  French  have  many  friends  amongft  us ;  and 
I  fometimes  hear  complaints  and  grievances  repeated. 
Thus  mj  apprehenfions  maj,  perhaps,  be  too  much  awa- 
kened.  After  aU,  I  affirm,  that  if  there  be  50  perfons  in  a 
fliire  difafiefted  to  Government,  and  attached  to  Frendi  po- 
litics and  French  principles,  that  is  too  great  a  number ; 
becaufe  pernicious  principles  often  fpread  as  quickly  as  any 
infedion ;  and  in  matters  relating  to  our  beft  interefts,  here 
and  hereafter,  there  Ihould  be  but  one  mind,  and  that  ma- 
nifefted  by  the  united  energy  of  the  whole  nation.  No- 
diing  (hould  appear,  but  a  noble  and  virtuous  emulation, 
who  fliall  be  foremoft  in  (erviog  their  country. 

If  it  (hall  pleafe  Providence  to  reftore  peace  to  us,  if  the 
alien  bill  be  repealed,  and  a  free  interconrfe  be  opened  with 
France,  the  friends  of  Britain,  and  of  Britifli  privileges, 
cannot  have"  too  ftrift  an  eye. on  tbofe  who  have  given 
caufe  to  fufpefi  their  loyalty,  Democratical  orators,  who 
wi(h  to  find  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation  fools,  or  to  make 
them  fuch,  will  tell  us,  there  b  no  danger  that  French 
principles  prevail  in  Britain.  Orators  fometimes  argue  and 
fpeak  againft  convidion.  Thefc  gentlemen,  perhaps,  do 
themfelves  know,  where  Britons  of  French  principles  are 
to  be  found,  and  ihrewdly  conjefiure  that  many  more 
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would  avow  tbem  if  a  fiivourable  opportunitj  offered.. 
French  principles  are  too  flattering  to  many  clailes  of  peo- 
ple \  to  the  joung  and  the  ignorant,  the  diilojal  and  dilTo- 
lute,  the  ambitious  and  thofe  of  defperace  fortune^  to  the 
idle  and  the  indolent,  who  hate  to  earn  a  fubfillencc  bjr 
lawful  induftry,  and  ^  would  wifli  to  fee  plunder  authorifed^ 
as  in  France.  Such  charaAers  are  to  be  found  in  too  many 
places ;  perfons  who  would  readily  profcribe  our  nobility^ 
gentry  and  clergy,  and  eagerly  feize  on  their  property^  It 
may  not  be  improper,  therefore,  to  renew  an  old  advice  i 
**  Let  no  price  or  promife  bribe  you  to  take  part  with  the 
"  enemies  of  your  King  and  country.  Whoever  wins,  yoa 
**  are  loft.  If  your  Prince  profper,  you  are  proclaimed 
^''rebels,  and  mud  ezped  the  confequence.  If  the  enemy 
^  prevail,  you  will  be  reckoned  traitors,  and  though  your 
^  treafon  be  accepted,  you  will  be  hated,  fufpeded  and. 
*  defpifcd.'" 

I  have  touched  the  outlines  of  fome  of  the  topics  of  the 
day.     They  have  been  difcuiTed  with  ability  in  Principal 
Campbell's  Sermon  on  the  American  War,  in  Dr  Hardy's 
Patriot,  and  Dr  Young's  EiTays  on  Government,  lie.     It 
is  a  pity  that  thefe  publications  are  fo  little  confulted,  or 
perufe'^  with  fo  much  prejudice.      Thofe  who  write  on 
that  fide,  are  often  branded  with  the  epithets,  minifteriat 
ioolsf  court fycopbanti^  the  flaves  of  defpou,  \ic.    But  mea 
ought  to  liften  to  reafoui  to  weigh  evidence,  and  regard 
truth,  from  what  (Quarter  foever  they  come  ;  and  not  aban- 
don thelnfelves  to  paffion,  refcntment  and   prepofleiEon, 
which  hinder  us  from  difceming  what  is  right  and  fit,  ei- 
ther refpe&ing  ourfelves  or  others.     A  paflionate  and  re« 
vengeful  temper  renders  men  deaf  to  advice,  or  averfe  to 
receive  it,  weakens  reafon,  and  robs  tliem  of  all  that  is 
great  and  noble  in  their  nature ;  it  deftroys  firiendihip,  con-^ 
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foiiods  the  ideas  of  jaftice,  changes  hamanity  into  croeltyy 
and  all  order  into  confafion.  It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  af- 
iert,  that  the  people  of  Britain  are  incapable  of  the  barha^ 
rities  perpetrated  in  France.  The  contrary  is  well  known. 
Political  rage,  the  lore  of  power,  and  thirft  of  lucre,  trans, 
form  men  into  lavage  monfters.  The  engaging  timidity 
of  the  fair  fex  is  loft  in  more  than  mafiniline  hardineb  \ 
the  nfe  of  the  cndgel  b  fabftituted  for  the  ezercife  of  die 
£m;  and  their  mniical  accents  converted  into  hefiormg 
vociferations. 

To  condade :  After  confidertng  French  principles  and' 
politics,  as  explained  by  their  pradice,  the  beft  interpreter  ^ 
aifler  contemplating  their  views  of  unireria]  depredation 
and  felf  aggrandizement ;  I  muft  condade,  that  it  were 
better  for  every  Briton  able  to  bear  arms,  to  ftep  forward 
in  defence  of  our  invaluable  privileges,  and  refolutely  die 
in  the  ftruggle,  than  fubmit  to  the  French.  It  were 
better  for  pofterity  that  Great  Britain  were  turned  into  a 
deiarti  and  they  forced  to  feek  an  afylum  among  untutored 
ladiansi  than  become  a  feftion  of  the  French  Republic. 
Thefe  fentiments  may  be  thought  unbecomirg  the  clerical 
diarader.  I  do  rfot  think  it.  All  Chriftiatts  are  ezprefity 
required  to  lay  down  their  lives,  rather  than  renounce  their 
religion ;  and  where  can  we  lay  them  down  more  proper^ 
ly  than  in  the  field,  againft  the  enemies  of  truth,  who  bring 
in  deftrudive  herefies, denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them? 
The  fpirit  of  the  gofpel  is  indeed  the  fpirit  of  peace,  but  it 
is  at  the  fame  time  the  fpirit  of  heroifm. 
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(Stnod  and  Couktt  of  Oiukkbt,  PaEsarUET  of 
Cairston.) 
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Short  Account  tffthi  Orkney  IJlandi. 

^"T^HE  Orkney  iflnnds  wera  origioally  goveraed  by  theif 

^     own  kings,  as  we  are  informed  by  hiftorians,  and  by 

Ihe  poet  Offian,  of  (till  greater  antiquity.     Thefe  iflanda 

^having  been  ftibdued  by  King  Kenneth  Macalpin,  about  tha 

fliiddk  of  the  ninth  century,  continued  from  that  period 

tanexed  to  the  Scouifli  throne,  until  the  end  of  the  eleventh 

•enturyi  when  they  were  affigned  by  King  Donald  Bano 

Co  the  King  of  Norway,  to  whom  they  were  fobjed  until 

Ao  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century  s   when  they  were 

transferred  by  Magnus  King  of  Norway  to  Alexander 
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4XO  Statiftical  Account 

King  of  Scotland.  But  although  thefe  iflands  were  fSm^ 
ceded,  the  Norwegians  ftill  aflerted  their  right  to  them, 
and  often  poflefled  them^  until  th«  jear  1470,  when 
James  III.  of  Seotland  married  Margaret,  daughter  to  the 
King  of  Denmark,  with  whom  they  again  paflTcd  to  the 
Crown  of  Scodand;  in  lien  of  her  dowry  v  and  upon  the 
birth  of  her  fon  (James  IV.)  they  were  finally  ceded  ^ 
which  was  afterwards  confirmed,  when  James  VP.  of  Scot* 
land  married  Ann  daughter  of  the  King  of  Denmark. 
Thefe  iflands  havings  been  fo  long  and  repeatedly*  ib  the 
poiTt'iEon  of  the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  many  of  the 
names  of  places  and  perfons  are  derived  from  the  Daniih 
or  ScandinaYian  language. 

Name  and  Situation^^'Sxxomnth  and  Sandwick  are 
names  to  be  found  in  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Iceland. 
The  firft  of  thefe  may  derive  its  name  from'Strom,  or 
Stratinif  and  Ni/s ;  this  laft  meaning  an  extended  point  of 
land,  and  Sirom  the  ftrong  tide  off  that  point.  The  parifli 
of  Sandwick,  as  well  as  the  pari(h  of  the  lame  name  in  the 
Shetland  ifles,  of  a  fi^milar  fituation,  may  derive  its  name 
from  Sand  and  tVicif  as  there  is  a  fandy  bay  on  the  weft 
fide  of  this  parifti,  IVich  fignifying  a*  bay  or  inlet  of  the 
fea.  The  centre  of  thefe  pariihes  lies  in  latitude  58^  59'; 
on  the  weft  end  of  the  ifle  of  Pomona,  or  mainland,  late 
the  biihoprick,  now  the  ftewartry  and  county  of  Orkney, 
in  the  Synod  and  County  of  Orkney,  and-  in  the  prelbj* 
tery  of  Cairfton ;  and  Stromneis  b  the  feat  of  the  (aid  prefix 
bytery. 

Thefe  pariflies  are  bounded  by  the  parifli  of  Birfiij  cm 
the  N. }  by  the  loch  of  Stennefs  on  the  £. ;  by  the  channel 
of  Hoy  Sound  on  the  S. ;  and  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  oa 
the  W.  Mr  Murdoch  Mackenzie  furveyed  the  fea  coafla 
of  thefe  pariflies  in  1740  or  1741. 

Figure 
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Tigure  and  ixtent.'^^The  ptaiSi  of'StnAwi^k  is  fiearly 
dicular,  aod  indented  on  the  eaft  by  the  loch  of  Stennels. 
The  fceae  which  this  p^rifli  prefents  to  the  eye  is,  that  ef 
arable  ground,  interfperfed  with  grals  grounds  of  a  lively 
greeo,  and  here  and  there  we  meet  with  barren  breaks,* 
ftony  and  ezhaufted,  which  have  been  ftripped  of  their  foil, 
either  for  fuel,  or  to  enrich  and  manure  thefe  pleafant  cul- 
tivated fpots.  The  mofTes  having  been  exhaufted,  and 
mod  of  the  hills  ftripped  df  their  verdure,  it  may  be  pr«- 
fomed  this  parifli  has  been  long  inhabited. 

The  parifli  of  Stromnels  is  of  an  irregular  figure.  On 
die  weft  fide,  fronting  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  is  a  chain  of 
faiUs.  It  flopes  towards  the  fouch;  and  all  along  the  chan- 
nel ef  Hoy  Sound  is  a  traft  of  fertile  fields,  agreeably  in- 
terfperfed with  gra(s  and  arable  grounds.  From  this  part 
of  the  pariih,  there  is  a  view  which  has  ^  good  deal  of  the 
fublime  in  it ;  the  mountains  of  Hoy,  and  fometimes  a  caf- 
cade  of  water  from  the'fe  mountains  ;  to  the  weftward  of 
which  appear  the  hills  of  Strathnaver,.|uid  thofe  as  far  as 
Faronthead  and  Cape  Wrath.  Thefe,  with  the  vaft  At- 
lantic Ocean,  form  a  fceoe  pidurefque  and  fublime,  which 
is  heightened  when  the  foutfa-weft  wind  blows  ftrong, 
whichMeads  direfily  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  is  this 
wind  which  blows  with  the  greateft  violence  here,  and 
makes  the  greateft  fea.  The  poet  Virgil's  defcription  ef 
this  wind  might  well  apply  to  this  place, 


Grebcrqae  procellit, 


Africoi,  et  vaftot  Tolvilt  ad  Uttora  flii^bu  *. 

The  fertile  plealant  fields  of  this  part  of  the  parifh,  and 
the  fublime  profpeA,  induced  George  Graham,  the  laft 
-Bilhop  of  Orkney,  to  build  a  houie  here,  where  he  refided 

-feme 
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Ipim  part  of  ite  year.  Thk  honfe  is  yet  ftasdinc.  T\m 
cpifooipal  amsy  and  the  date  of  the  year  ia  vhkh  it  waa 
teik.(i633),  are  cut  in  free  flooe  above  the  door. 

Tbefe  pariflies  were  never  farveyed  with  a  view  to  af- 
Cattaio  the  precife  munber  of  acrca  which  they  contaia. 
Mr  Murdoch  Mackenzie  principally  direded  hia  atteotioo 
to  thft  fea  coaftst  which  he  has  delineated  with  great  exaft- 
aefa.  It  may  he  prefamed,  however^  diat  hia  map  is  -aa 
near  tlie  truth,  with  regard  to  the  real  extent  of  thele  p»- 
rifliea,  as  any  idea  we  can  form.  By*  his  map  it  appears, 
that  theie  pariflies  are  9  £ngli(h  miles  long,  and  from  z\ 
to  jf  miles  broadi  If  we  fix  3I  miles  as  the  mean  breadthi 
which  canaot  be  far  from  the  truth,  then  thefe  parifbes 
contain  314  fquare  miles,  which,  at  640  acres  to  the  (quaro 
mile,  wiU  be  in  whole  ao,i6Q  Eogli/h  acres. 

Sea  Coqfii. — ^The  whole  weft  coaft  of  thefe  pwriflies,  ex- 
cepting the  Sandy  Bay  in  the  parifli  of  Sandwick,  are  bold 
and  elevated,  .rifing  perpendicularly  from  100  to  400  or 
500  feet  in  height  \,  which,  together  with  the  mountains  of 
Hoy,  make  it  eafy  to  the  mariner  to  <iiftinguiih  this  coafi. 

The  mountains  of  Hoy  are  feen  from  Cape  Wrath,  which 
lies  difiant  from  Hoy  17  leagues.  Along  the  wefi  c^aft  of 
thefe  pariihes,  at  one  league's  diftance  from  the  ikore,  there 
is  4Q  or  jo  fathoms  depth  of  water.  Tliere  are  no  flioals 
in  the  channel  of  Hoy  Sound,  on  the  fide  next  thefe  pa- 
riihes, but  two ;  which  may  be  avoided  by  keepibg  two 
cable  lengths  from  the  (bore  ;  one  of  thefe  ihoals  is  vifible 
at  two  hours  ebb.  As  the  coaft  ctti  be  feen  at  a  great  di* 
^fiance,  and  there  are  no  (hoals  but  \hefe  two,  which  are  not 
dangerous,  there  are  confequently  few  v^fTeb  wrecked  oa 
the  fea  coafis  of  thefe  pariflies.  The  velocity  of  the  fpring 
tides  in  Hoy  Sound  is  7  miles  in  th%  hour ;  that  of  neap 
tides  3  miles.    It  is  high  or  flack;  water  in  Hoy  Sound  at 

if 
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le  o'clock,  on  the  dAjs  of  new  %xA  Mt\  moon,  and  in  the 
barboar  of  Stromnefs  at  9  o'clock.  The  flood  fbts  from 
the  N.  W.  An  hour  before  flood  is  perceived  In  the  chan« 
Bel  of  H07  Sound,  a  ftream  (ets  (torn  the  north*  along  the 
weft  coafts  of  thefe  pari(hes»  keeping  this  fide  of  the  Sounds 
and  cantniues  in  this  diredion  ;  at  half  ebb  another  fireann 
(ets  from  the  fouth,  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Sotuid,  and 
continues  till  high  water.  Thefe  Arearos^  when  known  and 
attended  xp^  belp  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  fliipping  into 
the  harbour  of  Stromnefs.  This  harbour  lies  at  the  fouth 
or  fouth-^afl  extremity  of  the  pari^.  The  entrjr  to  it  it 
from  the  feuthy  and  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad. 
There  is  a  fand  bank  at  the  entrj,  on  the  wed  fide»  whicii 
is  not  dangerous.  Two  fmall  iflands  or  holms  lie  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  barbonr.  It  is  weU  fhekered  from  the  weft 
and  north  winds,  by  a  hill  that  rifes  above  the  village  o£ 
Stromneis,  and  flretches  along  the  harbour  on  that  fide. 
There  can  be  no  fea  in  this  harbour  with  the  north-eafl 
wiads,  a9  it  is  land-locked  on  that  fide,  and  the  violence  of 
the  (iMt  with  foutherly  winds,  is  broken  by  Hoy  and  other 
iflandf,  which  fencd  it  from  the  feas  that  lead  from  the 
German  Ocean  into  the  Pentland  Frith.  It  affords  fa£p 
anchorage,  although  the  ground  has  become  rather  ooxy^ 
from  being  much  ploughed.  The  flreams  which  run  into 
it,  carrying  mud  along  with  them,  have 'made  it  more  fhak 
low  than  formerly  it  was.  There  is  little  or  no  tide  in  it. 
It  is  not  a  mile  long,  and  not  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  Vef* 
fels  of  1000  tons  burden  may  anchor  in  it.  A  fhip  of  war 
(yf  40  guns  has  anchored  here,  and  had  fufficient  depth  oC 
Water.  Although  it  is  fmiill,  this  is  one  of  the  fafeft  har^ 
hours  to  be  found  along  the  north  coaft  of  Britain,  being 
flieltered  by  high  lands  on  the  one  fide,  -end  on  the  other 
^  by  4i0aadi : 
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Effick,  objcAa  UUran,  quibus  onoii  ib  alto 
Frtngttv,  iaqae  Gnat  fciodit  fefe  viidt  rcdndos. 

Very  large  veflels  ufually  anchor  in  CairAon  road,  widw 
tmt  the  ffnall  ifland  or  holm/,  that  boonds  the  harbour  oa 
the  eaft  fide,  where  there  is  alfo  verjr  good  anchorage, 
greater  depth  of  water,  and  more  fpace ;  but  there  b  tide 
fa^ere,  greater  fea,  and  it  lies  more  open  and  ezpo&d.  The 
e1)b  tide,  with  a  wefterlj  wind,  makes  a  very  rough  lea 
near  the  coall,  efpeciallj  at  the  top  of  fpriog  tides,  and  is 
called  tbt  rofl.  The  weft  coaft  of  thefe  parilhes  ftretch 
nearly  in  a  ftraight  line  from  north  to  fouth.  The  extent 
df  the  fea  coaft  of  thefe  parifhes  is  about  i8  miles. 

SoiL^^Thc  foil  of  thefe  parilhes  is  various.  In  fome 
{daces  a  black  earth,  mixed  with  fand,  prevails ;  in  other 
places  a  ftiff  clay  ;  black  earth  alone  is  found  in  fome 
places  ;  in  others,  clay  mixed  with  fand.  In  the  hills  of 
Stromneis  pariih  there  is  a  great  mixture  of  iand.  The 
hill  that  rifes  above  the  village  of  that  name,  is  covered 
with  a  great  number  of  ftones  and  rocks  of  a  granite  kind, 
which  prefents  a  very  rough  and  barren  appearance  ;  bat 
when  thefe  ftones  and  rocks  are  removed,  the  foil,  although 
ihallow,  is  pretty  fertile.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  parifh 
of  Sand  wick,  near  the  Sandy  Bay,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
fandy  foil,  and  an  exteniive  rabbit-warren,  which  lies  north- 
eaft  from  the  Bay.  This  fandy  foil  has  probably  been 
blown  from  the  Sandy  Bay,  as  the  fouth-weft  winds  are  the 
moft  violent,  and  it  lies  in  the  direfiion  of  thefe  winds. 
The  right  to  the  rabbits  of  this  warreihis  claimed  by  one 
heritor,  and  determined  in  the  courts  of  law  to  belong  to 
him  alone,  although  there  are  feveral  heritors  who  have 
arable  and  grab  grounds  here,  interfperfed  with  tfaofe  of 
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Ae  heritor  having  the  ezclufive  right  to  the  rabbits.  Theve 
18  alfo  what  may  be  caUed  perpetual  foil  in  thefe  parilhes^ 
fioce  it  ba^  been  cultivated,  and  has  produced  crops  of  bear, 
without  intermilSon,  for  50  years,  neither  fallow  nor  green 
crops  intervening^  If,  with  this  management,  it  produces 
crops  fufficient  to  reward  the  farmer^s  toil,  what  might  be 
expeded  from  it,  if  permitted  to  reft  ?  but  neithc^r  example 
or  perfuafion  will  convince  the  farmer  of  this,  nor  even  the 
fweet  Mantuau  bard's  obfervation,. 

Nee  sUa  interea  eft  iosratfle  gratia  terrs  *• 

Climate.^-^Dxt  air  is  often  raw  and  damp,  In  the  (buth* 
em  extremity  of  the  parifli  of  Stromnefs,  along  the  chanw 
nel  of  Hoy  Sound,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  fo  raw  as  in  other 
parts  of  this  county ;  the  mountains  of  Hoy  attraft  the 
clouds,  fo  that  it  often  rains  on  that  fide  of  the  channel, 
when  the  inhabitants  on  this  fide  enjoy  clear  weather* 
The  vicinity  of  thefe  hills,  by  attrading  the  clouds  and 
vapours,  probably  produces  a  quicker  circulation,  as  well  as 
a  purer  ftate  of  the  air,  on  this  fid^  of  the  channel,  which  ia 
conducive  both  to  health  and  vegetation. 

Dz/ra/^j.-— Coughs,  colds,  and  fore  throats,  fometimes  pre* 
▼ail  in  winter  and  fpring,  efpecially  in  rainy  feafons,  when 
the  air  is  not  purified  by  frofi,  and  when  long  traAs  of 
eafterly  winds  prevail  in  fpring.  Rheumattfms  are  fre< 
^ent,  and  confumptions  fometimes  make  their  appearance. 
Scorbutic  and  cutaneous  eruptions  are  not  unfrequent  a* 
moDg  people  who  Kve  in  damp  houles,  and  have  little 
cserdfe.  The  gout  is  unknown.  The  people,  on  the 
whole,  are  pretty  healthy,  although  there  are  not  many  in* 
fiances  of  longevity.    Many  arrive  at  the  age  of  60  or  70 

yeajs^ 

•  yvg.  Oeorg.  Ub.  x.  line  %i. 
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jean ;  a  few  a«e  to  be  found  of  the  age  of  80  years ;  hUt 
rerj  few  arrive  at  90  years.  A  fiirmer  is  the  pari(k  of 
Stromnels  died  hft  fpring  10  the  94th  year  of  his  age«  who 
was  married  to  one  woman  69  years,  who  bore  to  him  8 
has.  She  is  a  years  younger  than  her  huftaad,  and  is  fttll 
diive.  This  man,  till  within  two  years  of  his  death,  went 
as  nfioal  about  hb  affidrs,  cut  and  brought  home  his  peatSt 
and  fliot  with  his  gun.  He  was.  regular  and  temperate  in 
his  life,  and  retained  his  faculties  to  the  lad.  The  oldeft 
man  in  the^arifli  of  Sandwick  is  88  years  old.  There  are 
in  the  pariQi  of  Stromnels  two  men  of  86  years,  one  wo- 
man of  90  years,  and  one  of  92  years.  There  are  feveral 
|Mft  80  i  but  it  is  not  unfrequent,  that  when  theyliais  that 
pmodt  their  memory  decays,  and  their  faculties  are  im- 
paired. 

HMf  Laiiif  Moffis.-^A  great  part  of  the  weft  coafi  of 
thefe  pariihes  confifts  of  hilb,  occupying  an  extent  of  oearlj 
5  miles  in  length,  and  1  or  »  miles  in  breadth.  Some  of 
thefe  hills  take  their  name  from  the  nesct  inhabited  town 
of  land ;  others  are  diftinguifhed  by  particular  names,  ma* 
ny  of  which  terminate  in  field,  which  means  hill.  The 
names  are  Cringliefiold,  Baillifiold,  KeirfioM.  This  laft  is 
a  fmall  hill,  iu  the  parijh  of  Sandwick,  very  beautiful  and 
pleafant,  rifing  with  a  gentk  afcent  ^  it  is  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  in  circumference,  is  always  covered  with  a  green 
verdure,  and  affords  good  pafture  to  iheep.  It  b  peculiar^ 
however,  to  the  iheep  that  feed  upon  this  hillj^  that  thnir 
teeth  foon  become  yellow.  There  are  two  or  three  Cmall 
lochs,  but  no  moiTets  in  the  parifh  of  Sandwick  ;  there  am 
two  (mall  mofles  in  the  pariih  of  Stromneis»  but  no  lochs* 

Cultivated  and  uncultivated  Grounds.-^^As  there  has  ne« 

ver  been  any  exaft  furve/  or  meafuremtent  of  thefe  pa« 
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tiflics,  if  it  is  defired  to  know  the  number  of  cultivated  acres. 
It  mnft  be  fiipplied  from  t:oDJedure,  which  probably  in  this 
caie  is  not  far  from  the  truth.  A  plough  turns  from  4  to  14 
Orkntj  planks  K  The  medium  may  be  about  8  Orkney 
planks  araUe  ground  to  each  plough.  The  infield  and  out- 
field graft,  eaclttfive  of  hill-pafiure,  may  be  about  as  much, 
or  rather  more.  From  the  bed  conje£hire  that  can  be 
formed  on  this  iiibjefti  the  divifion  of.  tfaefe  parilhes  in 
cuktvated  and  uncultivated  grounds  is  as  follows : 

Acres. 
Arable  ground,  227  ploughs,  at  pf  acres  to  each 

ploBgh,  -  -  ^  «  aii6 

Arable  fpots  <:ultivatedabout  the  village  of  Strom- 
nefi, .  -  -30 
Grafi-gronnds,  infield,  outfield,  and  meadow,  axi6 
Grafi-ground  of  Keirfiold  hill,  in  parifli  of  Sandwick,  400 
Mofles  in  the  parifli  of  Stromnefi,  -  500 
570  inhabited  hou&s,  with  gardens,  occupying  aoo 
Two  fmall  lochs  in  the  parifli  of  Sandwick^  640 
Silb  and  oacultivated  grounds,                -                149I58 , 

Total,       '  -        20,160 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  araUe  ground  is  not  one-ninth 
part  of  the  whole,  and  that  the  grafi-grounds  are  only  one- 
eighth  part  of  the  whole  extent ;  that  two-thirds  of  the 
whcde  conlifls  of  uncultivated  hills  and  brakes,  of  no  ad- 
vantage but  to  i^ve  a  little  fuel^  and  pafture  about  2000 
ilieep. 

Agriculture^   Impiimenis    of  Hufiandry^r^^Tikt  plough 

ufed  here  is  the  fingle  ftilted,  the  fime  as  is  ufed  in  moft 

Vol.  XVI.  3  G  '  parts 

•  A  plaok  is  a  tern  nfed  in  mcafiiring  g rounds  in  Orkney.    The  pltnk 
is  4D  fiishocBS  rqutre^  and  confeqacntly  contains  z6oo  fquart  £itlioins. 
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parts  of  this  county.  In  holding  this  plough,  the  plou^- 
man  bends  to  the  foil,  and  maj  well  be  denominated  Cm- 
9US  orator^  as  Virgil  does  the  Roman  ploughman.  The 
two  (lilted  plough  is  ufed  by  a  few,  which  anfwers  befl  for 
tilling  oat-land,  and  tlie  other  for  tilling  bear-laod.  Tbej 
till  with  three  horfes  abreaft;  fome  till  with  two  horfies; 
but  few  till  with  four  horfes.  Oxen  are  little  ufed  in  til- 
lage, but  they  are  ufed  for  harrowing,  and  carting  peat9» 
Harrows  with  wooden  teeth  are  for  the  moft  part  ufed ; 
a  few  ufe  iron -teethed  harrows.  Creiris  infeBabere  rajtru^ 
is  an  injnndion  which  the  farmers  here  do  not  much  prac- 
tice, as  they  think  the  foil  cannot  bear  much  harrowing, 
and  that  it  produces  a  ihort  light  crop.  They  till  rather 
fhallow,  and  rely  more  on  tlie  quantity  of  manure  than  on 
any  thing  elf<^,  for  raifiog  a  good  crop.  Fallowing  is  rarely 
or  not  at  all  ufed  by  the  fmall  farmers.  The  firft  refiding 
heritor,  William  Wall,  £fq;  .fallow^  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  his  farm  yearly,  and  confequently  rallies  grain 
of  a  fuperior  quality  ;  he  is  alfo  making  inclofures*  On 
the  upland  farms,  diftant  from  the  manure  of  fea-wecd,  a 
fpot  of  half  an  acre  on  each  farm  is  laid .  lea,  which  they 
plough  before  or  after  harveft,  and  fow  it  with  bear  the 
following  year;  but  as  the  weeds  have  generally  flsed 
their  feeds  before  this  ploughing,  it  can  be  of  little  advan*> 
tage.     This,  however,  is  all  the  reft  the  land  has. 

Rotation  of  Crops. — ^If  there  was  a  proper  rotation  of 
crops,  the  land  might  receive  fome  reft  by  this  means  \ 

•<  Sic  quoqae  mntatb  re^iefcunt  fetibus  trva  *.*' 

But  the  conftant  rotation  of  crops,  is  that  of  oats  and  bes^r 
^  alternate  fucceiHon.     Soq[ie  fpots  have  yielded  crops  of 

bear 
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bear  yearly,  without  a  change  of  crop,  for  50  y;ears.  No 
peafc  or  turnip  are  raifed,  but  by  the  firft  refiding  heritor 
already  mentioned.  A  fmall  fpot  on  each  farm  is  planted 
with  potatoes,  of  which  none  were  planted  50  yeairs  ago  \ 
but  they  now  conilitute  a  principal  part  of  food. 

Carts. — ^There  were  no  carts  here  jo  years  ago.  They 
are  now  getting  into  ufe.  They  are  fometimes  drawn  by 
a  fingle  horfe,  but  more  frequently  by  oxen.  The  numbct 
of  carts  is, 

Parifh  of  Sandwick^  -  it 

Parifli  of  Stromnelsi         -         -12 

Totals         23 

Seed-tifne  and  Harveft ^-^Ozts  are  fown  in  March,  and 
the  firft  of  April.  Bear  is  ufually  fown  from  the  ift  to 
the  20th  day  of  May.  The  fummer  is  employed  in  -pre- 
paring fiiel^  and  carrying  home  peats..  The  crop  is  reaped 
from  the  20th  Auguft,  and  if  the  fcafon  is  favourable,  bar* 
vefi  is  done  by  the  laft  of  September  or  the  firft  of  Ode* 
her.  Hiems  ignava  cohno  is  verified  herci  for  there  is  no 
labour  carri^  on  during  winter,  except  thrafliing  and  pre- 
paring the  crop.  Then  it  is  that  the  farmer  enjoyd  the 
fruit  of  his  labour^  and  to  this  feafon  they  look  forward  for 
the  reward  of  their  toil.  They  make  malt,  and  as  the  ex- 
ciie  is  compounded,  the  greater  part  of  them  brew  ale,  and 
drink  it  with  one  anothe;:  alternately.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  a  great  deal  of  the  crop  is  confumed  in  this  way  ;  but  if 
ufed  with  moderation,  it  is  what  they  are  entitled  to  from 
the  labours  of  the  year,  and  the  feafon  perhaps  requires  it* 
Mirth  and  hilarity  appear  in  a  circle  of  neighbours  met^ 
thus  to  enjoy  themfclves  during  the'  rigour  of  the  feafon^ 
and  here  the  poet's  deficription  is  realifed : 

"  Friforibvi 
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**'  Fcigoribut  paito  africoUt  pkrvrnqoe  frePtttiBv 
^^  Bfiiltvaqfie  inter  fe  liti  cunvivit  cunat; 
"  Invitftt  genimlis  biemi,  camquc  cefolvic*.'* 

ilioiiirrf.-— In  the  aplaiid  fiirms,  diftant  boat  the  fctf,  the 
•nly  manure  they  have  b  the  dung  ef  their  horfies  and  €al> 
tie,  with  feal  and  divot  cot  from  the  hUI  and  brakas. 
They  build  a  fpot  of  lo  or  la  feet  in  diameter  with  feab, 
which  they  fill  with  dung,  aihes,  and  cut  feab.  Thefe 
compoft  dunghiUs  are  carried  on  the  land  in  fprbg,  fpread, 
and  tilled  down. 

5ra-wm/v— *In  parts  near  the  fea^  they  principaUy  de^ 
pend  on  lea  weed  or  ware,  which,  with  fome  little  dung 
and  hottfe  manure,  raifes  excellent  crops.  In>  fome  places 
of  the  parifli  o£  Sandwiok  that  lie  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lea-(hore,  they  put,  in  winter,  fea-ware  on  their  grounds; 
xafpring  they  put  oo  the  dung  from^  the  compel  doag- 
hills  $  and  if  plenty  of  fea^ware  b  dtove  afliore^  they  pot 
on  fea-ware  agaai,  before  they  till  and  fow  with  bean 
The  ground,  thus  thrice  maniKed,  produces  a  luxuriant 
appearance  of  crop,  and  a  good  one  if  the  leafen  is  dryr 
but^  the  fealbn  is  wet  and  rainy,  it  falls  down  before  it  is 
ftUas,  and  then  feldom  ripens  wdL 

Afiir/.^-In  a  few  places  marl  is  found,  k  is  t^en  op 
in  fummer,  and  laid  to  dry.  Then  it  is  laid  on  le»>grounds 
and  fpread,  and  in  harveft  it  fa  tiUed  down. 

lime. — ^There  fa  appearance  of  limcfione  in  both  the(e 

parilhes.    There  is  limeftone  fb  the  pari(h  of  Sandwiek^ 

which  lies  in  the  direftion  of  fropoi  S.  S.  W.  ta  N.  N.  £. ; 

*  and 
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«nd  ezoeDent  lioie  is  made  tliere  by  the  firft  refiding  heri- 
tor WiUiam  Wall,  Efq;  but  none  is  ufed  as  a  maourc. 
The  petrified  fand  ia  thefe  pariflies  alio  burns  to  lime. 

Clrc^.— The  crops  are  very  unequal  in  pfodoee.  In 
die  months  of  J0I7  and  Auguft  the  appearance  is  very  pro* 
mifingy  but  the  florms  of  wind  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber often  injure  the  crop.  Thefe  gales  are  ufuaHy  fromt 
the  W.  and  S.  W.  and  fweeping  over  the  Atlande  Ocean » 
are  coUefledi  as  it  were  in  a  narrow  ftream,  by  the  moon-* 
tains  of  Hoj,  and  aft  with  great  violence.  The  two  moft 
violent  ftorms  at  the  harveft  fea&m»  for  30  years  paft«  wer^ 
in  September  1765,  and  on  the  14th  Aogufl  1778.  The 
fea-fpray  has  been  known  to  rcacb  12  mUes  diibnt  fron» 
the  craggy  weftem  coaft  of  thefe  pariflies,  which  makes  the 
fodder  fak,  and  often  hurtfiil  to  cattle.  The  fear  of  thefe 
ftorms  may  be  &id  to  hurt  the  crop  every  year^  as  it  indu- 
ces the  farmers  to  cut  down  thetr  crop  be&re  it  is  fidly 
ripc»  As  their  farms  are  fmaU,  and  their  cifcumflance^ 
ftraitened*  thefe  confiderations,  joined  to  the  recollcdioa  of 
what  injury  their  crops  have  foroMrly  fuftained,  make 
them  eager  to  begin  harveft  \  and  if  it  be  obferved  to^  them^ 
that  they  lofe  by  this  condoA,  they  anfwer,  ttyat  a  greea 
Iheaf  is  better  than  a  fliaken  fheaf.  K^may  be  thought 
that  this  might  be  remedied  by  fowing  more  early,  and 
confequently  bringing  on  the  harveft  before  the  autumnal 
and  equino&ial  gales  come  on ;  but  the  fpring  feafon  fel* 
dom  admits  of  this.  In  feme  places  where  t)ie  grounds  ace 
dry,  they  do  fow  more  early  when  the  feafon  admits  of  it  ^ 
hot  neither  does  this  always  fucceed,  becaufe  there  often 
happens  fuch  cold  weather  in  May,  as  nips  the  crop,  makes 
it  Ihort  and  ftinted,  thin,  and  fmall  in  the  ear.  The  un- 
certainty of  the  feafons  hurts  the  crop,  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quayty.    As  the  farms  are  fmall,  the  prefent  neceflity 
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of  the  fanner  cannot  permit  him  to  fidlow  any  confiderablQ 
part  of  his  grounds ;  it  confequentlj  follows  that  the  grounds 
are  very  dirtj  and  full  of  weeds,  bj  which  alfo  the  crop  is 
hurt. 

It  may  confequentlj  appear,  that  this  climate  is  better 
adapted  to  raifing  crops  of  grals,  but  that  has  not  been  at- 
tempted, except  in  verj  fmall  fpots.  Straitened  circum- 
fiahces,  fhort  leafes,  and  the  payment  of  the  rent  in  male, 
are  bars  to  this.  To  carry  this  plan  into  execution,  it 
would  be  neceifary  that  the  proprietors,  or  the  tenants, 
ihould  have  the  command  of  money  to  defray  the  expence 
of  inclofing,  which  has  not  been  the  cafe  with  the  refiding 
proprietors,  or  their  tenants,  for  fome  time  paft.  It  would 
alfo,  perhaps,  require  a  better  market  for  cattle  than  is  to 
be  found  at  the  village  of  Stromne(s. 

From  the  great  uncertainty  of  the  feafons,  and  confe- 
quent  variablenefs  of  the  crop,  no  precife  or  fixed  elHmate 
can  be  made  of  the  whole  produce.  The  ground  that  each 
farm  contains  is  not  afcertained,  and  few  or  none  keep  an 
exa&  account  of  the  produce  of  their  farms,  nor  can  they 
well  do  it,  as  they  are  in  the  pradice  of  keeping  up  their 
ftock  of  horfes  by  buying  young  ones  of  a  year  old,  on 
whom  they  beftow  a  con&derable  part  of  their  crop,  before 
they  are  reated  fit  for  tilling.  If  an  eftimate  was  made  of 
the  whole  produce,  it  would  be  mere  conjeAure.  If  we 
were  to  hazard  fuch  conje&ure,  the  principles  upon  which 
we  would  proceed  would  be  thefe.  We  would  firfl:  afcer- 
tain  the  number  of  acres  cultivated  by  each  plough,  and 
then  fix  on  what  we  know  an  acre  of  middling  foil  has,  or 
may  produce,  in  feafons  not  unfavourable.^  Upon  thefe 
principles  it  will  (land  thus : 
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Acret. 
%l^  ploughs,  at  9^  Engliih  acres  to  each  plough,  is      a  116 

Deduft  \  acre  from  each  plough,  laid  lea,  is       56 
Dediid  X  >^^  fr^"^  ^^^^  plough,  in  potatoes,     56 

I  —        xia 

Remains  cultivated  to  bear  and  oats,         2004 

Bolls. 
1002  acres  in  bear,  at  5  bolls  per  acre,  is  -         50x0 

1002  acres  in  oats,  at  9  bpUs  per  acre,  is         -         -     9018 

Deducing  a  boll  bear  per  acre,  and  three  bolls 
oats  per  acre  for  feed,  there  remains, 

Of  bear,         4008 
Of  oats,  6012 

The  value  of  the  crop,  after  deducing  the  feed,  may  be 
as  follows : 

4008  bolls  bear,  at  10  s.  per  boll,  is         -     L.  2004    o     o 
6012  bolls  oats,  ufuallj  producbg  one-third  « 

part  meal,  after  deducing  multure,  is  2004 
bolls  meal,  at  xo  s.  per  boU,  is  -  X002     o    o 

56  acres  potatoes,  producing  60  barrels  per 
acre,  is  3360  barrels,  at  i  s.  6  d.  per  barrel, 
is  -  •  -  252     o    o 


Total  value  of  the  crop,  after  deducing 
>|eed  and  multure,  -  L«  3258     00 

/ 

The  above  fiatement  is  probablj  not  far  from  the  truth 
in  good  feafons.  When  the  feafons  are  bad,  the  crop  will 
not  be  half  of  this.  No  eftimate  can  be  made  of  the  hay 
prod^k^ed,  as  it  is  ufbiUy  given  to  horfes  and  cattle,  and 
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feldom  anj  part  of  it  is  fold«  Before  ftating  die  vilned 
or  real  rent,  it  is  neceflarj  to  obferve,  that  the  rent  was, 
and  is  ftill'paii  bj  pundlar  and  bifmar  weight;  whick 
node  of  pajmeot  has  been  cootiaued  ever  fiace  the  Daoea 
lud  poifieffioD  of  the  Orknej  Iflands. 

The  aeel  is  about  ii^  or  iit  ftone,  Dutch  weight. 

The  letting  is  one-fisth  part  of  the  meel,  or  31  lb. 

The  merk  is  one  twenty-fourth  of  the  fetting,  or  if  lb. 

The  lifpnnd  is  rather  more  than  the  fetting  *. 

Vdhud  Kasr.— At  the  time  of  the  yaluatioa  in  1653 
^The  btfiioprick  rents  were  valued  at        L*  2593  19    6  f 
The  rent  of  the  other  proprietors,  at  1414     z     olv 


Total  vidaatioB  of  both  parilhes»  L.  5008    o     7-^ 

The  fundry  articles  of  rent  amoimting  to  this  fim,  were  as 
ftated  in  the  note  below  f  • 

•  For  a  Initlirr  ftccoimt  of  thd^  wclgb(i»  fee  StBtifiicai  Account  of 
Cfots  ud  Bornef^  voL  7. 

f  2It  barrels  9  lifpunds  2  aserks  batter,  at 

Lh  20 /»^r  barrel,  -  •  L.    432  I2    • 

Oat-meal,    146  meets   I  fetting  4  merks,   at 

L.  4  p€r  meel,  -  -  568  i6    5 

Malt,    1001  meels   z  letting,  at  L.  3  :  6  s  8 

ptr  mcci,  -  -  3338     5    4 

'Flefh,  4  lafts  14  meels  2  (ettiogs,  at  L.  t  ptr 

mccl,  -  -  -  110  13     4 

"Wool,  5  lilpunds,  at  L.  6  ptr  lifpund,         -  30    o    o 

Oil,  2  barrels  i\  lifpunds,  at  L.  20  ptr  barrel,       48    8    o  A 

Money,  -  -  479    J    ^ 

_ 

In  5008    o    7A^ 
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Jba/AAir.— The  real  rent  of  thefe  parUhes,  as  proven 
\ij  oath  of  the  heritors,  to  the  Court  of  Seflioa  in  i?53t 
when  the  Aipend  of  thefe  pariflies  was  naodified,  was. 


"     Suiter. 

Me^i^. 

Matt.        j 

bcOtS. 

Saodwick, 
Stromoefi, 

BwwU. 

»7* 
3i 

Ufp. 

39 

29 

68 

Brks. 

Ji 

22 

Meels 

68 

fett. 
0 

5 

5 

milLs, 
8 

7i 

VlaeU 

604 

r«tt. 
J 
5 

■ariu.! 

17A; 
274*' 

I^      1.       d 

63414      4 

846    17      9 

Toul, 

1017 

10 

I481    12      I 

The  above  rent,  converted  bj;^  their  LordOups  at  L«  4  Scots 
per  meel  malt,  L.  5  per  mcel  oat-meal,  L.  20 /»^  barrel  bat- 
ter, amounted  to  L.  6508  :  17 : 6  Scots,  or  L.  542  : 8  :  ti 
Sterling. 

As  the  rent  contiaues  to  be  pidd,  for  the  moft  part,  in 
die  iame  articles,  it  has  not  increafed,  or  has  increafed  but 
▼ery  inconfiderablj  in  denominauoo.  The  rents  of  the 
biihoprick  or  Crown-lands,  which,  together  with  the  feu- 
daties  payable  to  the  Clrown«  amount  to  one-half  of  the 
whole  rents,  have  rarely  been  augmented.  But  although 
there  is  no  rife  in  the  rent  as  to  the  articles  paid  in  kind, 
yet  tfaefe  articles  have  increafed  in  value.  The  real  rent 
of  thefe  paiilbes,  including  kelp,  mills  and  quarries,  may 
be  eftimated  at  the  prefent  period  (1794)  as  follows : 

aoA  barrels  butter,  uIhJ  per  barrel,  L.  62  o  o 
68  lifpunds  22  merks  butter,  at  8  s.  per 

lifpund,  -  .  •  27  zx     4 

Oac-meal,  68  meels  j  fettings  9i'  merks, 

at  I J  s. /^r  meel,  is  -  5^  ^3     ^ 


Carried  forward,        L«   141     4  xo 
Vot.  XVI.  3  H 
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Broaght  forward*        L.   141     4  xf  ' 

Malti  X018  meels  5  fectings  3A  merks, 

at  Z0  8./^meeI,  is  -  -  509     8     7 

Money,  L«  1481 :  za  :  x  Scots,  is  of  Ster« 

ling  money  -  -  123    9    4^ 

Augmented  rent  on  a  few  farms,         -  ao    o    o 

Rent  of  about  30  acres  near  the  Tillage 

of  Stromnels,  -  •  35     o    o 

Total  rent  paid  from  the  foil,        L.   819     a    9  4 

Rent  of  a  flate  quarry  and  9  mill-fione 

quarry,  -  -  ao     o    0 

Rent  of  8  water-mills,  deduding  expense 

of  fupporting  them,  -  -  40     o    o 

Kelp,  profits  on  50  tons,  at  L.  3  per  ton, 

dedufHng  ezpence  of  making,  150     00 


Total  revenue  to  the  proprtetorsy        L.  1029     a    9^ 

Befide  the  above  rent,  a  few  poultry  and  geefe  are  paid, 
which  may  amount  to  L.  10  or  L.  15  value.  From  the 
foregoing  (latement  of  the  number  of  acres  cultivated,  the 
produce  thereof,  and  the  rent  payable  therefrom,  the  fol^ 
lowing  obfervations  may  be  made :  ijlf  That  as  the 
whole  rent  is  L. 819:2  :9f  paid  from  the  foil,  this  is, 
exclufive  of  the  graft  grounds,  7  s.  81^  d.  for  each  £ng- 
lii^  acre  of  arable  ground.  If  one-third  part  of  the 
rent  be  laid  on  the  grafs  grounds,  then  it  will  be  5  s.  i-fs  ^* 
per  acre  of  the  arable  grounds,  and  1  s.  7^  d.  per  acre  of 
thp  grals  groundsi  2dfyf  That  as  the  value  of  the  whole 
produce  from  the  arable  grounds,  in  good  feafons,  exclufive 
of  the  profits  frpm  the  grais  grounds,  amounts  to  L«  3258, 
Dxi^  the  rent  payable  from  the  ibil  is  L.  819  22:9^  ^^ 
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IS,  neairly  one*foarth  part  of  the  whole  produce,  after  de- 
duding  feed  and  multure  ;  that  therefore  the  lands  are  mo* 
deratelj  rented.  But  this  will  not  appear  to  be  the  cafe> 
when  we  conJ^der,  ift,  The  want  of  good  and  regular  mar* 
kets  for  the  produce  \  2dly,  The  increafed  czpence  of 
£uining9  and  efpeciallj  of  ferrants  wages ;  jdlj,  The  dif- 
ficoltj  of  obtaining  fervants^  even  at  the  advanced  wages* 

&rf»V^i«— ^The  tetiants  of  the  refiding  heritors  ufually 
ailift  for  2  days  in  carrying  home  on  their  horfes  the  pro- 
prietors peats,  and  this  is  almoft  the  only  fervice  required 
of  them.  All  fervices  are  the  remains  of  the  old  feudal 
fyftem,  and  it  is  argued  that  they  ought  to  be  aboliihed,  as 
they  impede  improvements.  But  fuch  fmall  fervices  as 
thefe  are  no  bar  to  improvements ;  for  the  tenants  of  the 
non-refiding  heritors^  who  pay  no  ferVices,  do  not  improve ' 
their  lands  more  than  thofe  tenanu  do  who  perform  tbelSi 
fervices^ 

State  <^  Property .^-^In  the  times  of  llpifcopacy,  the  Bx* 
ihop  held  the  property  of  about  one  half  of  the  pariih  of 
Sandwick,  and  a  fmall  property  iii  the  pariih  of  Stromneis ; 
fo  that,  with  the  feu-duties  payable  to  him  from  the  other 
proprietors,  he  received  nearly  one  half  of  the  rent  of  both 
pariQies.  Thefe  lands  being  now  veiled  in  the  Crown,  are 
&t  in  tack  by  die  Exchequer  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Dnndas  of  Aike,  for  a  yearly  tack-duty.  George 
Graham,  Biihop  of  Orkney,  poflteiTed,  as  private  property, 
nearly  one  third  part  of  thefe  pariihes,  which  property  is 
now  transferred  to  William^Watt,  Efqj.  Thefe  two  great 
proprietors,  with  two  more  Heritors,  of  whom  James  Rid- 
doch,  Efq^  Colleaor  of  his  Majefty's  Cufioms,  is  one,  re* 
ccive  among  them  about  three-fourths  of  the  rents;  and 
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the  remtiaing  fonrth  port  is  the  propeity  of  iteuij  iM 
fmall  heritors. 

As  the  biflioprtck  lands  are  annexed  to  the  down,  and 
cannot  be  transferred,  it  b  only  the.ren(iaiain|t  fart,  the 
property  of  private  individuals,  that  can  eonae  into  die 
market  for  fale.  Within  thefe  laft  20  years^  aboive  one 
half  of  thb  remaining  fideable  property  has  been  ibid,  and 
fome  of  it  at  from  30  to  50  years  purchaSr.  There  la  n»( 
reafon  to  regret  that  property  changes  its  mafieis,  for  tbde  j 
new  proprietors  are  the  heft  improTen  of  the  finl,  by 
inclofin^' adopting  new  modes  of  agriculture,  building  com- 
fortable hoafes,  and  erediog  mills. 

About  70  years  ago  lands  were  fold  at  ao  yeais  par- 
chafe,  and  below  it ;  but  fince  the  village  of  Stromnefi  has 
increafed  in  number  of  inhabitants,  in  wealth,  and  tra^ 
lands  have  riCen  in  value  $  as  the  fliopkeepers,  who  have 
made  any  money,  chuie  to  veil  it  in  lands  or  hosles,  the 
inland  trade  being  limited,  and  they  do- not  incline  to  efta- 
blilh  manu£i&ures,  or  engage  in  foreign  trade.  The  de- 
mand  alfo  by  (hipping  of  fome  of  the  articles  railed,  and 
the  increafed  prices  given,  have  tiended  to  ndfe  the  value 
of  property,  although  thete  prices  are  fiiU  inadequate  to 
what  the  farmer  might  exped,  confidering  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  expence  in  rearing  thefe  commodities. 

Heritorsn^^Ax  the  time  of  the  laft  valuation  or  extent  in^ 
l653>  there  were  145,  heritors,,  excluiive  of  the  bilhoprick 
land»  then  veiled  in  the  Crown*  At  that  time  there  was 
but  one  proprietor  of  the  name  of  Halcroi  and  four  of  the  * 
name  of  Sinclair,  of  very  incj^nfiderable  property,  altfaongh 
thefe  were  the  great  eft  names  in  this  county  formerly; 
one  of  the  Sinclair's  having  bom  the  title  of  Prince  c^ 
Orkney,  and  Duke  of  Oldenbnrgh,  and  was  allied  bj  mar- 
riage to  the  royal  family  of  Denmark.— In  17531  when  a 
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modified  ftipend  was  obtained,  the  number  of  herkors  was 
140.  At  the  prelent  time  (1794)  there  are  95  beriton. 
The  great  proprietors  ere  Lord  Dundas,  holding  in  leafe  | 
the  Crown-hnds ;  WilKam  Watt,  James  Riddoch,  William 
Graham,  and  William  Hoajtoan,  YJqn.  Thefe  hold 
about  three-feorths  of  the  property. 

In  the  village  of  Stromneft  diere  are  %22  inhabited 
houles,  the  property  of  59  proprietors.  Many  of  thefe 
honfies  are  occapied  by  the  proprietorsi  and  were  never  let 
tot  rent;  bot  thefe  hoa&s-  either  are,  or  might  be  rented 
as  follows: 


Naof 

No.orf». 

Rent  of  each  hottfcl 

Total  Rent. 

honfes. 

milies.                                       1 

6 

10  • 

L.  10     0     0 

L.  60    0    0 

2 

J 

900 
800 

z8    0    0 

3 

5 

24    0    0 

I 

2 

7  10    0 

7  10    0 

ift 

16 

600 

72    0    0 

«4 

as 

500 

120    0    0 

»3 

20 

400 

52    00 

24 

60 

500 

72    0    0 

7 

17 

2  xo    0 

17  xo    0 

11 

4a 

2      0      0 

4^    0    0 

13 

2( 

z  10    0 

19  xo    0 

8 

*3 

ISO 

10    0     0 

'3 

20 

100 

13    0    0 

12 

12 

0  15    0 

900 

22 

28 

0  lo    0 

HOC 

10^ 

10 

076 

3  »S    <^ 

3« 

3» 

050 

7  15    0 

Cal   222 

34»    I 

L.561    0    0 

warehottle 

and  a  wharf,  if  rented,  mtg 

ht 

jive 

- 

• 

15     0    0 

Total  rent, 


L.  576    o    o 


From 


430 


Suuiftical  Account 


From  the  high  price  of  materials  aod  workman&ip^ 
building  is  as  dear  here  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  kin^ 
dom.  The  beft  houCes,  when  rented,  do  not  give  above 
3  p€r  cent,  of  the  coil  in  building ;  fmall  honles  give  j  or 
6  per  eaKt.  It  may  be  thought  that  traders  of  {mall  capi- 
tals might  employ  their  money  to  more  advantage  than  ill 
building  hottfes  which  gime  fucb  poor  retoms ;  oevertfie- 
lelsi  thofe  who  can  afbrd  it*  rather  chufe  to  build,  and  oo* 
cupy  a  honle  of  their  own,  than  pay  the  moderate  rent  o£ 
fuch  a  houfe.  Small  quays  are  raifbd  to  defend  the  honCes 
next  the  fea,  and  fome  houfes  are  erefied  on  fbundatioiw 
built  in  the  fea. 

Farm  StocJting.'^The  number  of  horfes  in  the  following 
lift  will  appear  great,  when  compared  to  the  number  of 
acres  cultivated,  and  the  quantity  of  graih  raifed.  It  is 
the  pride  of  the  farmers  to  keep  as  many,  and  as  good  hor- 
fes as  they  can  afford,  and  therefore  they  give  diem  a  coa<- 
iiderable  part  of  the  oat-ctop.  It  is  ufual  at  a  marria^^ 
\7hen  returning  from  church,  to  try  who  can  ride  foremoil 
to  the  wedding  houfe,  and  they  are  as  keen  in  the  race,  and 
perhaps  as  much  elated  with  the  vifiory,  as  thole  of  higher 
rank  are  at  Newmarket. 

The  following  is  an  ezad  lift  taken  in  Jiily  1794,  ex- 
cept that  the  precife  number  of  (beep  and  fwine  cannot  be 
afcertained : 


Svaivrick 

Stronftfwts 

VUli^e  oT 

t    teul. 

parifli. 

pariib. 

Stronneis. 

' 

Horfes, 

518 

34^ 

_ 

8iS 

Horned  cattle. 

1060 

665 

7a 

.  »795 

Sheep,  (fuppofed), 

1000 

1000 

100 

a  100 

Swine,  (fuppofed). 

250 

250 

— 

5©o 

Ploughs, 

123 

104 

— 

327 

Caru, 

II 

li 

..^ 

»3 

Boats,  . 

XO 

V 

9 

76 

95 
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fiorfi^  fell  ftt  from  L.  3  to  L.  9,  according  to  their  agr 
and  fize ;  hut  the  value  of  the  whole  may  be  about  L.  4 
.each.  If  it  is  defired  to  know  the  yalue  of  the  ftocking, 
it  may  be  Sated  as  follows ; 

.858  horfesy  at  L«  4  each,  is             -  In  343)  p    q 

^795  homed  cattle,  at  L.  i,  5  s.  each,  is  2243  '5     ^ 

9x00  iheep,  yoTipg  and  old,  at  3  s.  each,  315  00 

500  fwine,  at  4  s.  each,                   •  zoo  o    o 

Total  value  of  live  flock,  -  L.dopo  15     o 

Price  of  Labour, — ^A  ploughman  receives  from  L.2,  10  s. 
to  L.  3,  zo  s.  yearly,  with  board ;  a  man  fervant,  for  the 
faarvefl,  from  Z2  s.  to  20  s.  with  board ;  a  female  fervant, 
for  the  harvefl,  from  8s«  to  12 8.  with  board;  a  female 
fervant, from  i2s.  to  L.  i  yearly,  with  board;  a  mafon, 
from  1 8.  3  d.  to  2  s*  per  A^y^  without  board ;  a  flater  re- 
ceives from  17  s.  to  L.  z,  7s«  perxooA^  according  to  the 
fizeofflates;  a  houfe-carpenter,  from  zs.  to  zs.  8d.  per 
day,  without  board ;  a  ibip- carpenter,  from  z  Sf  3  d.  to  2  s. 
per  day,  without  board ;  a  tailor  is  paid  by  the  piece;  day- 
labourers  receive  zo  d.  or  i  s.  in  fummer,  and  8  d.  in  win- 
ter, ^^  day,  without  board. 

Price  of  Grain  and  Provifions^^^^The  price  of  grain  va- 
ries greatly.  When  the  crop  is  good,  the  price  &lls  very 
low,  as  it  is  but  feldom  any  is  exported  ;  and,  when  it  is 
exported,  the  lower  ranks  murmur.  When  the  crop  faib, 
the  price  is  high,  occaiioned  by  the  additional  expence  of 
freight  and  infurance  upon  what  is  imported;  Oat-meal 
varies  from  z  s.  3  d.  to  2  s.  6  d.  per  ftone  ;  malt  from  zz  s« 
to  1^9.  per  meel,  of  zi-(  ftone  Dutch  ;  beef  fells  at  if  d. 
|o  2  d.  per  lb.  Englifli  weight ;  butter  fells  at  from  4  d.  to 
^  d.  per  lb.  Englifli  weiglit ;  a  goole  fells  at  z  s.  or  z  s.  3  d. ; 
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poDitty  fell  at  flom  4  d.  to  6  d.  each ;  eggs  Sell  at  i^d.  or 
9  d«  per  dosen ;  pork  feUt  at  a  d.  per  lb.  Mutton  is 
afuaUy  fold  by  the  quarter,  or  whole  carcafe. 

PofulaiioH.'^In  the  proeels  for  angmentation  of  Cpend, 
(1754),  the  minifter  of  thele  pariflies  repreCented  to  die 
Lords. CommiflioiierB  for  the  vahiation  of  teiodsi  duit  thefe 
parishes  contained  &400  examinable  perfiras,  and  in 
whole  3000  people ;  that  of  thefe  there  was  in  the  Tillage 
of  Stromneis  looo.  There  are  at  prefcnt  (1794)  in  the 
village  of  Stromnefi  1344  fouls,  and  yet  the  whole  popa- 
lation  is  only  about  the  lame  as  that  fiated  in  1754  i  by 
which  it  appears,  that  the  population  of  the  two  country 
pariflies  has  decreafed,  in  the  £une  proportion  as  that  of 
the  village  has  increafed.  By  an  ezaft  Uft,  taken  in  June 
1794,  the  population  is  as  follows : 


No.  of 
ncniirv* 

Kcof 
b«lies 

xS4 

34* 

Malet. 

Femalct. 

T0t.Bttltt 

Sifeulcfl 

416 
34« 
493 

4S7 
449 
851 

X757 

•73 

Its 

«344 

$7' 

691 

laSS 

3011 

^tndwick  ptriih, 
dtromitefs  ptriih, 
Viil  of  Stromneft, 

Total, 


Ferfons  to  a  family  : 
In  the  parifliof  &indwick, nearly  5^ • 
In  the  pariib  of  Stromneis,  nearly  4f . 
In  the  village  of  Stromneiis,  nearly  4 ;  or  Srr  to  a  fiunily, 

and  6t%  to  a  houfe. 

Proportion  of  males  to  females : 
Parifli  of  Sandwick,  nearly  as  xo  males  to  xx  females. 
Parifli  of  Stromneis,  nearly  as  3  males  to  4  females. 
ViUage  of  Stronmel^  nearly  as  xir  males  to  ai  females. 
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The  great  difpropoition  of  males  to  femsdes  in  the  vU« 

hge  of  Stromnefii,  is  occafioned  by  the  younfr  men  going 

>«broad  to  Tarious  parts  of  the  worid ;  to  the  Greenland 

ifltery,  the  coaktrade«  iiudfon's  Bay^  and  many  are  to  be 

found  in  bi>  Majefiy's  navy» 

Baptifms  and  Marrmges.-^To  evade  the  fees  to  fefSon- 
■derk  and  affioer»  and  alfo  the  late  tax  upon  regiftration,  or 
throng  mere  inattentioni  many  patents  negled  to  have 
their  childrens  naf^es  inferted  in  the  parUh-regtfter  of 
birtba.  Hie  numhier  of  burials  cannot  be  afbertained,  as 
there  are  no  dues  to  the  ieifiDn-cIerk  tberefroriiy  and  coofe- 
^ently  no  regular  account  has  been  kept;  The  baptiims 
*    and  marriages  recorded  for  3  years  ate  as  foUow ; 


Bapiifii 


fms. 


IM.  SaadWick  panlli, 

Buto.  StroirifteiS  pirifh  8c  TltUge, 

1 7^2    Saodvict  parifh, 

Ditto.  Stromocfl  ptriih  6c  viiltge, 

1^93,  SanditiclDparilh, 

BitKKi  Strombeis  pariili  Sc  viltage, 

Total  in  both  parilbet  for  3  jean, 


Total  bopiitai  retordad,] 


Females. 

Males. 

4 

S 

30 

t 

a5' 

8 

24 

9« 

99 

99 

rpt 


The  average  number  of  baptifins  yearly  teoerdad  is  6^ 
Tbe  average  number  of  marriages  yearly  is  i^f .  The 
proportion  of  b^^tifins  recorded  is,  ta  .the  whole  popula* 
mOf  ikearly  as  i  to  4ftf  »  The  proportion  of  marriages  to 
tbe  jrhile  population  is  as  a  to  aio.  The  prop6rtion  of 
auks  til  females  bom  k  14  ttiaks  to  i^femaka.' 


V0L.XVI. 


3I 
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Poputatm»  and  StatifiieaiTMt. 


Sandwick 

Stromnds 

viUof 

Total 

pwifii. 

795 

SttofBiidt 

«73- 

»344 

301a 

4i6 

34<J 

'i?^ 

"55 

4S7 

449 

«5« 

1757 

«3« 

»3« 

4<H 

874 

XS 

11 

37 

47 

35 

X09 

45 

41 

t6 

74 

45 

1x8 

»37 

% 

61 

•«• 

mmm 

18 

z 

— . 

26 

^ 

zt 

33 

a 

3 

z6 

7 

7 

•    ^' 

1 

S 

•     »4 

X 

I 

15 

— 

— 

7 

2 

— 

»7 

- 

— 

3 

■•— 

5 

27 

■^ 

■^ 

1 

— . 

.» 

3    * 

a 

_      , 

-« 

3 

mmm 

i.. 

6 

— 

— 

X 

— 

^- 

— 

z 

Toul  pefpiiUtioiit 
Males, 
Females, 
Married  peifQni* 
Widowers, 
Widows. 
Male  ferrants, 
female  fervaiits» 
Seamen,  • 

Shi|>ctrpaittn^ 
Shop-keepers, 
Weatttfi, 
Tailorsi 
Shoemakers, 
Toinen, 
Mafons, 
Cooperst 
SlackAaitlis, 
.  Flaz-drcflrrs, 
Day.laboarfr^ 
"Wriiers, 

CuHomhoofe  funreyors, 
'         tide  waiten, 
.  iMatmen, 

Surgeons, 
Clergynaoi  eftabliflied, 


MantifoBures.^'^o^tit  woollen  cloths  and  ftofi  are  made 
for  hottfehold-ufe,  but  in  no  great  quantity.  Linen  is  alio 
xnadc  for  wearing  apparel.  The  principal  mano&ftores 
omrried  qb  here,  are  knitting  ftockingSt  and  fpinning  linen 
yam.  la  the  fiift  of  thefe  they  greatly  exce]»  and  froxa 
x^nftant  pnidice,make  the  ftockings  very  fmooth  and  glody. 
Young  ^irb  of  10  or  za  years  of  age  can  knit  well.  A  grest 
part  of  theie  ftockings  is  fold  to  failotB  at  i  s.  6  d.  to  5  «• 
a  pair.  They  have  been  made  fo  fine  as  to  fell  for  10  s.  or 
J  5  s.  a  pair. 


Kitipi 
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Keip^^ As  the  weft  coaft  of  thefe  pariihes  is  high  and 
t€Kkjj  the  quantitj  of  kelp  mide  is  not  confiderable.  The 
lea-weed  on  the  ihores  is  cut  and  burnt  only 'once  in  tw^ 
or  three  years.  No  kelp  is  made  from  the  feaware  that 
is  driven  afhore  from  the  ocean.  About  150  tons  may  be 
made  once  in  three  years ;  that  is,  at  an  average,  50  tons 
yearly ;  of  which  about  8  tons  are  made  in  the  parifli  of 
Sand  wick,  and  about  4  a  tons  yearly  in  the  parifli  of  Strom- 
aefi. 

Fj^mirid— The  fi(h  caught  here  are  cod^  ling,  ikate, 
bolybut,  haddocks,  lobllers,  U'c.  Cod  and  ling  are  caught 
about  a  league's  diftance  from  the  weft  coaft  of  thefe  pa- 
riihes. Three  boats  only  are  employed  in  this  fiihing  in 
the  parifli  of  Sandwick,  and  as  many  in  the  parifli  of 
Stromnels.  The  outfit  and  expence  on  this  fifliing,  and 
the  returns  in  good  feafons,  are  as  follow  ; 

A  boat  cofts  -  ^  -  L.  7    o    o 

A  great  line  of  1000  fathibms,  and  ao  fcore  of 

hooksy  «  -  400 

A  fioaall  line  of  300  books,        *       -  i     »    o 

Total  expence  of  outfit, 

Retoms. 
From  300  to  500  ling,  {ay  400  ling,  at  ts. 
Cod,  and  other  imall  fifli  caught,  worth 

Total  returns  from  one  boat,  -  L.  32     o-    o 

Yearly  expence. 

4  barrels  fait,  if  duty  paid,  is  L.  4    o    o 
X^car  and  wear  of  boat  and  Uaes^  300 

Salting  and  curing  the  fifli,         •         200 

Spirits  and  viduals  to  fifliermen,  t  xo    o 

— —  10  xo    o 


L.xa 

0 

0 

L.  ao 

0 

0 

xa 

0 

0 

N«tt  yea^r  profits  to  be  dividedj         «        L.  ax  10    o 

The 
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The  above  L.  21, 10  s  •  is  to  be  divided  among  the  ctettf 
if  they  are  themfelvea  the  owners  of  the  boat  and  Kaes^ 
If  ibejT  &fli  for  an  employer/  who  is  owner  of  the  boat  aad 
lines,  as  is  gener^^7  the  cafe,  then  the  crew  fliares  L»  14^ 
6s.  8 d.  and  the  employer  L.  7  :  3  :  4,  when  th/e  fifli  tfe 
cored  with  duty-paid  fiilt.  If  the  fifli  are  cnred  with  bond- 
ed  fait,  there  w  an  additional  profit*  of  L.  i,  ta  s.  I>i9  fi^ 
ing  may  be  more  profitable  than  has  been  ftated,  in  the  pa^ 
xilhof  Sandwicky  but  is  feldom  even  fo  profitable  in  itm 
parifh  of  Stromneifs.  ^ 

Lohfters.'^A  couple  of  boats  in  the  parifh  of  S(romne& 
are  employed  in  catching  lobfters,  which  are  UXi  to  the 
fmacks,  who  carry  them  to  London. 

JWoZr.— It  was  nfual  for  a  floop  to  go  once  a^year,  aboot 
Martinmas,  to  theXmall  ifle  or  rock  of  SooBkerry,  which 
lies  W.  N.  W.  about  xo  leagues  diflant,  and  there  kili^ 
fealsy  which  relbrt  to  that  rock  in  great  nombexs.  fhe 
forge  is  fo  great  around  that  rock,  that  it  often  happened- 
they ^ould  not  efied  a  landing ;  or,  if  the.men  were  famded* 
they,  and  the  feals,  which  they  killed,  could  not  be  got  oflT 
but  with  difficulty,  and  confiderable  ri&.  In  November 
1786,  a  floop  upon  this  adventure,  from  the^  vfflage  itf 
Scromnefi,  was  driven  by  tempefiuoos  weather  to-  the 
North  Faro  Ifles,  and  there  wred&cd  with  a  2  men  aboard, 
3  of  whom  were  faved,  and  19  perifbed.  Since  that  fatal 
accident,  this  perilous  filhing  has  been  abandoned. 

SWoci  Fi/btn^.'^The  moft  benefieial,  and  mo((  generally 
ufefiil  filhing,  is  that  of  the  fiUocks,  a  fmali  grey  fifh,  whicb 
are  caught  in-  great  numbers,  from  Septei^iber  to  March,  in 
the  harbour  of  Stromnefs,  to  which  they  ufually  refort  fos 
food  and  ihelter.    This  is  a  fUh  of  a  fweet  and  pleafant 

:      taft€^ 
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»;  md  yklds  a  confideraUe  qoantity  of  oil.    From  jo  * 
to  xoo  men  and  boys  may  be  feen  catching  them  in  good 
weather,  ei^r  with  bait  or  fly»  in  boats,  or  along  the 
quays,  in  thp  barbeor  of  Stromneis. 

I  Villagi  of  Stromue/s.-^Tbis  village,  iitoated  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  h;irbour,  near  the  fouthmoS  extremity  or  ne& 
of  this  parifli,  from  whence  it  derives  its  name^  was,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefeat  century,  very  inconfiderable,  con- 
fining only  of  half  a  dozen  boiifias  with  flated  roofs,  and 
n  few  fcattered  huts,  the  firft  inhabited  by  two  gentlemen 
of  landed  property,  and  .two  or  three  Coudl  traders ;  the 
laft  by  a  fevf  fiihermea  and  mecbamcs.  Two  linall  vefle^ 
of  30  tons  each,  were  all  that  then  belonged  to  it.  Theiia 
ivere  employed  in  catching  cod  and  ling  at  Barra,  and 
niiade  ufually  onpe  a  year' a  voyage  to  Leith  or  Noirway. 

In  1719,  this  village  was  aiTefied  by  the  borough  of 
Kirkwall,  in  the  payment  of  cefs  or  dent,  in  terms  of  the 
xath  ad  of  King  William  and  Qj^een  Maxy,  ift  Parlia- 
ment 1690,  by  which  a£l  it  b  declared.  That  the  exporting 
or  importing  of  native  or  foreign  commodities  belongs  only 
to  freemen,  mhabitants  of  royal  boroughs,  excepting  the 
articles  of  com,  cattle,  minerals,  coal,  (alt,  lime,  and  done. 
By  this  a£l.the  boroughs  wete  not  authorifed  to  admit  the 
traders  in  villages  to  a  participation  of  trade.  This  defefl: 
of  the  law,  as  it  then  flood,  was  remedied  by  the  30th  aA 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, .  id  Parliament  1693  ; 
by  which  ad  it  was  declared,  *^  That  the  benefit  of  trade 
**  allowed  to  royal  boroughs,  might  be  communicated  ix^ 
''  favours  of  burghs  of  regality,  barony,  and  others,  on  their 
"  relie^ng  the  royal  borouglia  of  a  proportion  of  the  tax 
•■  hid  on  them."  By  the  articles  of  Union,  7th  aft  of 
Qaeen  Anne,  article  2t.  of  Parliament  i.  1707,  it  was  de- 
alaced^  *'  That  the  rights  of  royal  boroughs  (hould  remain 
*  ••  entire. 
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"  entire,  as  they  then  were,  after  the  Union,  and  i, ^^ 

«  ibnding  thereof."  Upon  thcfe  ads  the  borongh  of  Kitk. 
wall  claimed  right  to  exad,  from  the  village  of  Sti30iBnf6. 
a  proportionable  fliarc  of  the  ceis  and  burdens,  whidi,  faj 
the  tax  roll  that  borough  was  liable  to  paj ;  and  tbat^ 
upon  payment  of  fach  proportion,  the  boron^  of  Kirkwall 
would  admit  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Stroomefi  to 
a  communication  of  trade,  which  was  accordingly  ^^^rljrf 
with,  and  was  continued  from  1719  to  ijtb  May  1743, 
when  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Stroauic&  refofed  tl 
pay  the  ce&  or  ftent  to  the  borough  of  Kirkwall,  alleging^ 
that  the  fum  laid  on  them  was  more  than  their  proportion, 
and  more  than  their  trade  could  bear  ;  and,  befides,  that  it 
was  partially  laid  on  the  feveral  traders  of  this  vilhge,  and 
not  in  due  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  trade.  The 
magiftrates  of  KfrkwaO  fitted  to  the  Honourable  the  Con« 
vention  of  Royal  Boroughs,  that,  by  the  tax.roU,  they  woe 
Kablc  in  payment  of  cefs  and  ftent,  (Scots)  L.  687  o  o 
That  miffive  dues,  fitting  of  eques,  and  coUeftors 

falarics,  amounted  to  -  .  ^5,    ^    ^ 

L.  950    p    o 

That  they  only  ezafted  from  the  village  of  Stromnet  one 
third  part  of  this ;  and  that  in  time  paft  all  they  had  re- 
ceived was. 
From  the  village  of  Stromnefe,  .  L  204     o     o 

From  the  traders  in  other  parts,  .  1^4    o     a 

L. 358    o     o 

So  that  there  ftiU  remained  a  burden  on  the  borough  of 
Kirkwall  of  L  592  Scots. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  viUa.^je  of  Stromnefi  flatcd,  oir 
the  other  fide,  to  the  Convention  in  1751,  that  the  trade 

of 
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^tbb  Tilkkge  was  finall,  and»  as  it  depended  00  the  refor^ 
of  ihippiogv  it  was  uacertaiii :  That  the  borough  of  Kirk- 
wall enjoyed  great  advantages  fS'oin  its  riglit  to  vote  for  ^ 
member  of  Parliament ;  from  .being  the  feat  of  Joftice : 
That  die  revenues  of  the  borough  were  great,  from  their 
borgage^holdifigs,  eels  of  honfes,  fiars,  markets,  and  cu- 
ftoms ;  and,  thetefore,  onefixth  part  of  the  whole  burdens,  < 
inftead  of  one  thifd  part  demanded,  would  be  found  a  frdl 
aad'eqnal  proportion  for  the  -village  of  Stromnefs;  wldflh 
fixth  part  of  the  whole  thej  were  wilGhg  to  paj«  This 
oftr  was  rejefied.  The  matter  was  brought  before  tki 
Comt  of  Seflion;  and  on  the  17th  February  1754,  a  decU 
fion  was  obtained,  declaring,  '*  There  v^as  no  Efficient  right 
^  in  the  boroogh  of  Kirkwall  to  affeft  the  village  of  Strom- 
'*  nefi^  hot  that  the  fud  village  flioald  be  quit  thereof,  and 
<*  free  themfrom,  in  all  time  coming."  From  this  deci- 
fioo  the  magifirates  of  Kirkwall  appealed  to  the  High 
Court  of  Tteliament,  and  this  cauie  was  heard  at  the  bar 
of  the  Houleof  Lords,  the  i6tih  January  1758,  when  the 
dedfioo  of  the  Court  of  Seffion  was  affirmed.  By  this  deci- 
fioo  the  village  of  Stromttefi^  and  all  the  villages  through- 
out Scotland,  became  free  and  independent  of  the  Royal 
Boroughs*  Before  this  proceis,  the  trade  of  this  village 
was  greatly  cramped  by  its  dependence  on  the  borough  of 
Kirkwall,  as  well  as  during  the  proceis,  by  the  expences  in 
fiipportmg  it;  which  ezpence  hurt  thecircumftances  of 
iDatiy  of  the  Xmall  traders ;  and  one  of  thofe  who  firft  fug« 
gefled  it,  and  was  moft  afiive  in  promoting  i^  (Alexander 
Graham),  was  thereby  rendered  unable  to  carrjr  on  trade, 
whole  widow  is  ftill  alive,  and  in  reducefl  circiimftances. 
The  prefeat  Lord  High  GbanceQor  oi  Great  Britain,  (then 
Mr  Wedderbum),  was  counfcl  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  | 
▼iUage,  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

'  Smce 


440  Siai(/Ucal  Accmm 

Since  'thi»  firoggle  far  iadeptodencey  the  trade  «f  tb 
iriUagp  has  gcca%  increefed,  which  is  in  a  grdu}  swefare 
•wing  to  the  w£Bit  of  fliifiping  to  this  phee^ 

While  the..AiMric«i  Cdfomes  were  coilneaed  wkbt 
end  dependent  upon  Britaioy  teyend  Americaavcfickctine 
liese»  and  entered  thek  cargoes-  at  the  fight  of  the  offieevs  of 
the  cuftomhoofe  of  KirkwaH,  preferring  thb  place  eveti 
in  Cowesy  in  the  lile  of  Wight.  The  advantages  refuldog 
hfliiftom  to  this  Tillage^  indnced*  feme  mercantile  people 
atfCe  boroogh  of  KirkwaU  to  attempt  brii^ng  thefe  veT- 
ills  tfaene  ;  and,  in  order  to  eftA  this*  they  reprefenled  the 
harhoor  of  Stromneis  as  a  fmaU  creek,  to  which  the  pott 
oC  KickwiA  was  preferable. 

The  American  goods  were  unloaded,  and  weij^ied  aboard 
an.  old  and  lange  difmafted  veflfely  which  by  in  the  harbour 
of  Staromaeb  fior  this  parpofe.  This  dilmafled^^  veflU  or 
^dk  was  brought  to  the  harbonr  of  Kirkwall,  with  ar  view 
to  bring  the  American  veffels  there  \.  hot  this  did  not  iiio 
ceedy  as  they  then  preferred  going  to  Gowled,  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wigjbti  and  entering  at  the  ouftomhonfe  thest«  on  duir 
ffay  to  HoBand  and  the  %7&  conatries. 
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From  this  abftraft,  taken  from  the  cuftomhoufe-boolcs^ 
it  appears,  there  were  19  veffcls  entered  in  three  years, 
whofe  cargoes  confided  of.  44,454 cwt-  sqrs.  gib*,  rice;, 
the  duty-  on  which,  if  not  esported,  woald  have  beea 
L.  14,182  :  8  :  6^;  but,  as  the  whole  was  exported,  the 
drawback,  oft  exportation  rednced  this  duty  to  L.  1419, 
15  s.  i^d. 

Since  the  independence  of  America,  all  hopes  of  the 
pi^uce  of  the  Southern  States  of  North  America  paifing 
this  way  are' loft.  The  produce,  however,  of  our  fettle^ 
ments  at  Hudfon's  Bay  ftill  pafs  this  way. 

Hudfon*s  Bay  Comfany^i  Ships. — Hudfon's  Bay  was  dif* 
covered  by  Henry  Hudfon,  in  x6io.  France,  after  difpn- 
ting  the  right  to  itt  finally  ceded  it  to  Britain,  at  thle  treaty 
of  Utrecht.  Since  1670,  the  trader  to  that  country  has 
been  carried: on  by  a-  Company,  who  have  an  exclnfire 
charter.  Thc--<:Apital  of  this  Company,  originaDy 
L.  10,565  :  12  {  6*,  has  been  increafed  to  L.  104,146,  178. 
6  d.  This  Company  fits  out  three  fiiips,  from  150  to  40ft 
tons  each,'  which  carry^ourprovifions,  gubs,  powder,  (hot, 
liatchets,  cloths,  He.  to  be^xchanged  with  the  Indians  fsr 
beaver,  and  other  furs.  Thefe  veiTels  ufually  arrive  at  the 
harbour  of  Stromneis  about  the  firft  of  June,  where  they 
ftop  for  two  or  three  weeks  to  take  aboard  men  for  their 
;  fettlements.  They  engage  ufually  from  60  to-  lod  men, 
natives  of  this  country,  to  go  to-  thefe  fettlements,  evcry- 
year.  They  have  about  400  or  500  men  in  thefe  fettle- 
ments,  of  whom  it  is  prefumed  three-fourths  are  Orknefe, 
as  they  find  them  more  fober'  and  traflable  than  the  Iriih, 
and  they  engage  for  lower  wages  than  either  the  Englilh 
or  Irifli.  The  yearly  wages  they-  give  is,  houfe-carpenters, 
from  L.  20  to  L.  36 ;  blackfmiths,  from  L.  20  to  L.  30 ; 
failors,  from  L,x8  to  L.25 ;  boat-buildcFs,  from  L.20rto 

L.  JO  i. 
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ifi.>3o;  brieklayers  or  mafoos,  from  L.  20. |o  %s.%^  (^tailtus, 
•from  L.  xo  Co  L.  15  ;  labpttrer9»  from  l#»(S  1o«In^iS.  -The 
Company  i«if«8  Che  wages 'of.che{e«4Ma-,iD  'pr(^Fcioo4o 
Che  time  chej  remain  in  chefiriervice,  •beca^  Che  longer 
^they  are,,  the  beccer  chey  are>acqoainted  with,  tke  bofiaei^y 
•and  coafequenCljr  akore  ttfeftiL  r  > 

The  Company's  4hip8  ufually  return  tor  Che ;  ^arbour .  of 
^tromads  abooC  November,  xo  landchofe  men  who  choofe 
Co  recum  home.  The  returns  to  the  Co.mpany  by  |hefe 
flupSy  from  all  cheir  fetdements,  b  ufuaUy  from  80,000  to 
loOyOoo  beaver  ikins,  or  other  furs  eijual  in  value  to  this 
number  of  beaver ;  ibr  all  other  furs  are  comt>uced  by  • 
cheir  relative  value  to  Che  beaver,  as  are*  alfo  the  goods 
£Bnc  out  from  Britain ;  and  confequently  the  Company's 
'"•ecoancs  with  cheir  faAors  in  thefe  fectlemcat^  are  kept  in 
beaver,*  as  •  ours  are^  in-  pounds  Sterling, 

Ic  has  been  (aid  by  a  greac  writer,  (Abt^  Rayqal),  tfaac 

the  murmurs  of  the  nation  have  been  excited  againft  chis 

Company,  both  on  accaanc  of  cheir  monopoly,  and  alfo  on 

accoanC*of*{Che  great  profits  chqr  make ;  which^  might  in« 

^^eed  have  been  greac  fome  time  ago,  when  their  trade  was 

more  eztenfive,  and  not  checked  by  che  interference  of  the 

Canadiah  traders,  and  when  the  expencc^f.  iiipporciag 

dieir  exCenfive  feCClemenCs  was  lefs :  but,  of  iaCe  yoare,  k 

is  aflWced,  <hat  they  do  not  divide  above  6  or  S^  /xfr  cent. 

'vrbich  is  no.ihore  than  che  Eaft  India.  Company;  and  ocher 

trading  companies  in  Bricaki,  have  divided;- 

If  Che  murmmrs  of  che  nacion  have  been  ezciced,  becanfe 
of  Che  monopoly  whidi  chis  Company  enjoys ;  do  alfo,  of 
late  years,  chere  have  been  greac  complaints  in  diis  coun- 
ty, boch  on  accounC  of  the  imall  wages  given  Co  che  labour* 
era,  and  Che  great  number  of  them  engagedt  while  che  £ar- 
«iicr9  are  left  wichouC  fervancs.  The  conftanc  drain  of 
from  Chis  councy  co  che  Greenland  and  Iceland  fi{h« 

eriesi 
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eries^  th«  cod^fadl^,  and  hb  Mftje%*«  navj,  togt^ef  wiA 
it  jb  fe6^ible§  httfej,  Ik^  teildeil  vo  folter  th^  ^6iB{>kiBts, 
wtrich  iire'|)rift$c^fy  dit^d^  agaitift  tto  Rtidfbii'ft  Bay 
erdnk^atiy,  b^eMft  thfcy  teid&e  a  yearly  dcmatid'^  and  ac 
M^,  a^d'lA^r^fore  the  TAmt  perce{»tiUe.  Wt  caimdt 
complain  that  our  men  are  ^iafled  away  tp  fight  oftr  wan; 
th&  we  call  ohly  regret,  )iod  that  the  fituadim  of  things 
makes  it  neeeffiiry,  oeoaioned  by  the  turbidetice  of  a  neigh- 
bouribg  tatlon. 


Tot  Bella  per  orbem 
Ttni  raultie  fcekraib  facks  ;'i(on-ttlltts  trttro  ■ 
Digims  JioDos ;  fcpiatttot  ^^dit^ift  «!▼>  S^^Vh 
£t  corvx  rlgidum  falces  c<mflju>tar  ia  enfem  t. 


In  time  paft,  when  there  Was  ndt^foch  a  deoeiviidfar 
men  from  other  quarteiB,  the  number  neceflary  for  Hild- 
a's. Bay  might  well  have  been  fpared  from  this  .conQty ; 
and  although  it  is  no  doubt  better  jfor  a  cototry  to  keep  its 
natives  at  home,  provided  they  can  be  ufefuUy  em^oyed, 
either  in  agriculture  or  manufafhires,  yet  wber^  there  are 
not  manu&dures,  or  improvements  in  agriculture,  tbos  to 
employ  them,  it  is  then  better  to  hire  them  to  thoTe  who 
can  ufefiilly  employ  them;  and  alfe  better*  that  they  go  to 
hunt  the  harmlels  and  civiliaed  beaver,  than,  like  die  Swi&i 
to  fight  tbe  waiB  of  othe*  nations  for  faite.  As  to  thefe 
men  being  idle  and  ufelefi  to  theif  own  country  when  they 
return,  it  may  be  ohferved,  that  feveral  of  them  are  per- 
haps £c>  before  they  go  there*  andth^t  this  Is  what  often 
indnces  them  to  go. 

Notwithftandihg  that  thofe  who  are  againft  this  emigia- 
tion,  reprefent  to  thofe  who  go,  ifl,  The  dangers  to  be  en- 
countered from  mountaina  Of  iee  in  goii^  there  \  adly»  The 

fcvciitj 
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itmsntf  of  tbe  diaate,  and  die-«kBfir  of  bring  firoft  lit ; 
jdty,  lilt  haatrd  of  kriag  Ctt«  off  bjr  the  lagans ;  yet  qU 
tub  4am  iiot  doie»*  them  from  {oiiig.  But  eve»  fi^wiag 
dMt  ail  flMre  dtilgefiB4u%  MUiggiklMkAy  a»  they  perhapi  are, 
iince  £bw  are  froft  bit  except  throngh  their  own  inattention, 
or  cot  off  by  the  Indians  except  when  it  is  occafioned  by 
their  own  imj^odence  }  yet  dill  their  fplitary  fitaatioa 
there,  might  feem  of  i^felf  fnfficient  to  weigh  againft  all 
the  pecuniary  advantages  they  can  hope  to  reap  in  the 
Company 's^^srrice  \  fince  they  are  cut  off  from  family  and 
friends,  and  from  ail  (bcial  interconrfe  but  with  the  nadves, 
where 


-***  xmmttM  m  fan 


'*  Lie  the  froft  raec    Nor  fprightly  jeli  nftr  /ong,    ~ 
'*  Nor  tenderneft,  they  know ;  jtor  aught  of  life, 
**  Beyond  the  kindred  bean  that  Aalk  withoutl^*' 

Notwithftandtng  thb,  too,  yet  from  a  reftleiTneis  of  difpofi* 
tion,a  defire  of  change,  and  fmall  as'the  wages  are,  yet  as  they 
are  better  than  the  farmers  here  can  afi^rd  to  give,  the  Com- 
pany always  procure  a  fuflScient  number  of  men  to  go  to 
that  bleak  climate.  For  their  fuccefr  in  procuring  thefe 
men,  they  are  perhaps  indebted  to  their  agent  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Stromnelsy  who  is  a  man  well  qualified  for  bufinefs, 
and  attentive,  to  the  interefts  of  the  Company.  This  agent 
pays  away  yearly  for  the  Company  from  L.  2000  to 
L.  3000  Sterling,  which  do  doubt  greatly  tends  to  quicken 
the  little  trade  of  this  place. 

J  ,  ^ 
Some  veffels  from  NewcalUe,  Whitby,  and.  Hull,  on  the 

whale-filbery,   for  btraits  St  Davi:*  >iDd  Gits;jitiu:U,  Jlop 

ibme  d^ys  at  the  harbour  of  Scromneisi  oa  their  outward 

paiTage, 

f  noaUba*!  6MmI|  Wiour,  hmTOx, 
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paiTs^i  to  engage  meo>— A  fift  of  tbe  mnmber  of  vfSUk 
that  have  ftopped  at  the  harbour  of  Stromnels  for  £oar 
jrearip  u  liibjoined,  as  tending  to  gWe  the  jnfteft  idea  of  the 
importance  of  lihis  fiife  harbour.  This  M  is  taken  finim 
the  furreyior's  books* 

1789.      *  1790.       1791.       1792:  l^al. 
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From  the  above  lift  it  appears,  that  the  average  number  of 
veflels  which  pa£>  this  way  in  a  year,  is  3 1 2^  Before  the 
peace  in  17639  4jO  or  500  veflels  have  pafled  this  way  in 
a  year.  The  reafon  why  the  number  paffing  now  is  not 
fo  great  as  formerly,  is,  that  many  now  go  through  Pent- 
land  Frith,  who  formerly  uCed  to  pais  by  Stromnefi,  as 
they  have  now  become  better  acquainted  with  that  firith. 
And  as  a  light-houie  is  now  erefted  on  the  Pentland  Skir- 
ries  in  that  irith,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  ftill  a  greater 
number  willfafs  that  w^y,  and  a  leis  number  by  Strom- 

neist 
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sk(5.  It  Iks  been  fuggefied,  that  for  the  fafetj  of  the  trade- 
palling  by  Stromneis,  it  might  be  neceiTary  to  ereft  a  fort? 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  fince  the  the  French  priva^ 
teersy  in  time  of  war,  have  entered  Hoy  Sound,  and  hav& 
been  within  two  miles  of  the  harbour.  But  from  the  above 
lift  it  will  appear,  that  the  number  of  veflels  pafling  this 
way  is  not  fo  great  as  has  been  fuppofed.  A  frigate  ftai- 
ticmed  here,  it  is  probable,  would  be  of  more  eflential  fer- 
vice,  both  in  defending  the  harbour,  and  in  fcouring  the 
coaft. 

supping  built  atf  and  belonging  to  Stromnefi.'ScvexH 
fmall  yeflels,  from  30  to  90  tons,  have  been  built  here. 
There  are  at  prefent  (1794)  2  brigs  and  4floops  belonging 
to  the  village  of  Stromneis,  in  all  about  500  tons*  Two 
of  thefe  Hoops  are  nfually  employed  in  the  herring>fi(hing» 
Thefe  vefleb  go  abroad  in  queft  of  freights,  as  the  trade 
of  this  place  cannot  give  them  employment,  as  wiH  be 
(een  from- the  following  ftatement  of  exports  and  imports* 

Exports  and  Imports. — ^As  there  is  no  manufiifiure  here 
but  that  of  dockings  and  linen  yam,  nor  any  foreign  trade, 
the  exports  and  imports  wiU  appear  very  inconfiderable, 
when  compared  with  places  of  greater  trade.  In  this  com- 
mercial age  a  detail  of  them  may  be  required  and  reaf ; 
leaving  it  at  the  option  of  the  editor  to  infert,  and  of  the 
reader  to  perufe  it.     T*he  articles  of  export  and  import  are 

fnbjoined  in  detaili  upon  the  beft  information  *• 

Imports 

••  Eipdrti  in  17^. 

Linen  jam,  8500  i^indtet,  at  1  i^  3d.  the  Tpindle-,  L.  956  5  o 

Beef  (falted),  240  barrek,  at  L.  x,  xo  s.  tbe  barrel,  360  o  o 

Bides  ((alted),  390*  at  aS  lb.  each,  is  10,9^0  lb.  at4d.  the  lb.  183  o  • 

Frathen,  4414  lb.  at  t  j.  2d.  the  lb.  •  -  458  i  4 

s  Carried  forward,    L.  ijsjS    6    4 
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Imports  in  1792,  •  -  L.4198     1    0 

£xfN>rtB  in  x79a,  -  *  %ni  15    8 


Balance  of  trade  agaioft  Stromnels,              L. 

2826     5     4 
In 

Bimtgnt  forwird. 

L.1756    64 

Ukbk  ilciu,  s«A)0,  It  a  4«  eitli. 

xao    0   0 

UneQ,  1000  yards,  »t  1 1.  each  yanL 

too    0   0 

Stockings,  1440  pair,  from  x  s.  to  $  1.  die  pair,  iay  at  aa  are- 

rage  1  s.  6  d«  die  pair,           ... 

xoS    0    0 

Calf-ikins,  laoo^  at  x  t.  cacli. 

tfo    0   0 

iiOi,  xcxx>  ling,  at  x  s.  each. 

50    0    0 

^tter  (gfoafe),  xx  bcntls,  ft  In  5,  it  s.  the  barrel. 

-       39  ««    0 

Pock  (Cslted),  x6  barrals,  at  L.  x,  is  l  the  band. 

aS    9    0 

Peni,  100,000,  at  5  >.  6d.  the  tboufand. 

97  xo    0 

Tallow,  11  cwt.  at  L.  9,  a  s.  the  cwt. 

as    4    0 

Pbrk  banii,  x^,  at  1 8.  each. 

x6    0    6 

4ImCs  (fatted),  10  haml^atI..  x  ?  x| :  4the  btml. 

x6  X3    4 

Ckeie  (fnioaked),  040,  at  x  s.  each. 

xa    ©   • 

Neats  tongaet,  240^  at  8  d.  #ach. 

800 

Seal  fluQi,  36,  at  1  s.  6  d.  each. 

4  10  e 

Total  exports,  -  -  -  L.  1371  15    • 

N,  B.  No  kelp  is  ftated,  hecaofe  it  is  not  annually  made ;  and  iri»a 
buratf  die  greater  part  belongs  to  heritors  not  refidaot  here. 

Imports  in  X79S. 
Bale  goods,  cloths,  muiUnt,  Ac.  from  Glafgow, 
Orooeriei,  and  fuadiy  fmall  merchandife, 
Tow,  ^00  matts,  at  xs  '•  the  matt,-        ... 
Flax,  6  torn,  at  L.  37  die  ton,  .  .  - 

Wool,  S16  ftones,  at  xa  s.  the  ftone. 
Timber  and  ftaves,  ... 

Leadier,  sxoo  lb.  at  x  s.  6  d.  the  lb. 
Salt,  170  barrels,  at  xa  s.  the  barrel. 
Meal,  300  bolls,  at  xi  s.  the  boll. 
Tea,  xo  boxes  of  86  lb.  eachy  is  860  lb.  at  3  s.  a  d.  the  lb. 
Sngar  refined,  xo  cwrt.  at  L.6  the  cwt.  -  60    0   o 

Carried  fonrard,  L.  3507    5   4 
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Iti  bad  feafons,  when  the  crop  failsy  the  balance  of  trade 
'will  be  much  more  agaioft  this  place,  as  there  has  been 
.grain  imported  to  the  amount  of  from  L.  500  to  L.  1 500 
in  fuch  years* 

The  fources  from  Whence  this  deficiency  is  made  up  ar^ 
thefe  %  remittances  from  £eamen  in  ^  his  ^ajefty's  navy.; 
freights  of  vefleb  belongiog  -to  this  place  in  the  carrying 

trade 


Broqght  forwird, 
'Sugar  unrefined,  lo  cwt.  tt  L.  4, 4  s.  the  cwt. 
SnoflT.  6  cwt.  at  L.  za  the  cwt  .  .  . 

Hops,  15  cwt.  at  L.  5  the  cwt* 
Soap,  50  cwt  at  L.  1,  15  s.  the  cwt. 
£ark  for  tanning,  10  ton,  at  L.  6  the  ton, 
Whiikj.  6  hhds.  -nt  L.  9  the  hhd. 
"Wine  bottles,  40  dozen,  at  L.  t  the  dozen, 
Btfcait,  64  cwt.  at  15  s.  the  cwt. 
Porter,  12  hhds.  at  L.  2,  17  s.  the  hhd. 
Hats.  100^  from  a  s.  to  i{  s.  each,  fay  7  s.  Mch, 
MoUfles,  lO  cwt  at  L.  X,  8.S.  the  cwt 
Crown  and  cryftal  glafs  and  bottles, 
Tar,  14  barrels,  at  z  5  s.  the  barrel,  • 

Paper,  50  reams,  at  zo  s.  the  ream,  •     , 

Coals,  30  tons,  at  lOs.  the  ton, 
Floor,  ftO  cwt  at  z  6  s.  the  cwt. 
Barley,  10  cwt  at  zz  s.  the  cwt 
^Pots,  20  cwt  at  Z4  s.  the  cwt 
-tron,  24  cwt  at  L.  z6  the  ton, 
NaUs,  zo  cwt.  at  L.  z,  Z2  s,  the  cwt 
Cards  for  wool  and  tow,  24  doz.  at  1 5s«  the  doz. 
Hemp  drefled,  500  lb.  at  7  d.  the  lb. 
Earthen  ware,  Z2  crates,  at  L.  1  the  crate, 
Cart-wheels,  6  pair,  at  L«  2,  2  s.  the  pair. 
Tobacco,  z  cwt*  •  •  •  .  . 

Powder  and  fliot,  (cwt  of  both,  -  .  • 

flfluag  lines,  and  fusdry  other  fmall  articles, 

Total  imports,  .... 

V«i.XVI.  3L 
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trade  abroad ;  monej  received  from  (hipping  for  frefli  prcv 
vifionsy  or  fpent  by  feamen  in  the  public  inns ;  remittances 
from  thofe  in  the  fervice  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company. 
Thefe  fonrces  are  more  than  fnfBcient  to  balance  the  a- 
nouiit  of  imports*  as  appears  evident,  iince  the^ftyle  of  li- 
ving has  been  greatly  increafing  for  forae  years  paft ;  new 
houfes  have  been  built  every  year ;  die  trading  people 
have  purchafed  lands  when  they  came  into  the  market  for 
fale ;  and  there  have  been  only  two  or  three  bankruptcies 
nmon^  them  for  30  years  pad ;  and  prior  to  thatperiod,  thej 
were  ftill  more  rare»  and  almofi  unheard  of;  fo  that,  if  what . 
f;reat  writer  (Lord  Kamas)  obferves  be  true»  that  the  num- 
ber of  bankruptcies  prove  the  increafe  of  trade,  then  the 
trade  of -this  village  has  been,  and  ftill  is  low. 

As  the  whole  exports  and  imports  amount  only  to 
L.  6569  :  16  :  8y  if  we  were  to  fuppofe  a  nett  profit  on  the 
whole  of  20  per  cent,  this  would  only  be  L.  1313  :  19  :  3, 
which,  if  divided  among  26  (hopkeepers,  would  be  L.  50, 
10  s.  8^  d.  to  each.  This  would  appear  a  fum  fmall  enough 
for  the  fupport  of  a  family;  neverthelefs,  by  oeconomy 
and  ftri^t  attention  to  their  affairs,  the  greater  part  of  them 
increafe  their  capitals,  build  houfes,  purchafe  lands,  and  in 
a  courfe  of  30  years,  are  in  circumftances  to  retire  from 
buiinefs,  having  realifed  L.  1000  or  L.2000,  upon  the  in- 
tereft,  or  returns  of  which,  they  live  comfortably,  and  with 
which  they  are  as  well  fatisfied,  as  the  great  merchants  in 
more  opulent  places  when  they  have  acquired  a  plumb  of 
]L«  ioc,ooo. 


■  Molta  petentibus 


Defunt  multa.    Bene  efl,  cui  Deui  obtulit 
Farca,  quod  fatis  eft,  matm  *. 

Rttailers 

*  Kcr.  lib.  3.  ode  j5. 
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ketaiiers  of  /1h  and  Spirits.-^  As  the  excifo  of  this  county 
is  compounded,  many  of  the  farmers  brew  ale  for  fale  du- 
ring winter,  fo  that  the  number  of  occafional  retailers  can- 
not  be  precifely  afccrtaincd  ;  and  although  a  gfeat  deal  of 
grain  is  confumed  in  this  way,  and  there  are  complaints 
Rgainft  it,  yet  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  it  is  neither  fo  pera 
.  nictous  to  the  health,  the  morals,  or  the  circumftances  of 
the  people  as  drinking  fpirits,  which  prevails  in  other  coun^ 
tries  among  the  lower  clafles,  and  at  all  feafons  of  the 
year ;  whereas  this  pradice  of  brewing  ale  prevails  among 
the  farmers  here  only  during  winter,  or  the  firft  of  fpring« 
Nor  is  it  here  the  fottiih  enjoyment  of  drinking  alone  | 
they  often  have  mufic  and  dancing  at  thefe  meetings ; 

"  «nd,  (hook  to  notes 

or  native  mufic,  the  refpondent  dance. 
Thus  jocund  fleets  with  them  the  irinter  m'ght*'. 

The  regular  and  condant  retail^  of  ale  and  fpirits  are  3 
Ketaiiers  of  ale,  33  in  the  village  of  Stromnefs ;  retailers 
of  fpirits,  3  in  Sandwich  parifli,  3  in  Stromneis  parifli,  ^d 
7  in  the  village  of  Stromnefs^ 

Churchy  Patron^  itipend.^^There  is  a  church  in  each  of 
thefe  pariihes.  The  pariih  church  of  Stromnefe  formerly 
flood  a  mile  diftant  fi^om  where  the  village  is  fituated  } 
at  prefent,  the  parifb-church  ilands  in  the^village  of  Strom- 
tiels,  and  the  old  parilh-church  is  ruinous.  The  prefent 
church  was  built  in  1717,  and  is  not  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate the  people  of  the  partfh  and  village,  as  the  id« 
babitant5  of  the  village  have  increufed  greatly  fince  that 
time.  The  church  of  Sandwick  was  rebuilt  in  T670,  by 
Andrew  Honymsm,  Biihop  of  Orkney ;  and  again  rebuilt 

ia 

•  Thomrjn's  Scafon*^  Winlcr,  line  |^i. 


4S^  Statiflkal  Account  -  • 

in  1767.  It  was  dedicated  to  St  Peter,  as  was  alfo  the  oBT 
pariih-church  of  StromneGi  now  ruinous.  The  ouni&er 
jureacbes  at  each  of  the  two  parifU-churches  alteniatelj. 

The  right  of  prefentation»  formerlj  in  the  biihop,^paflcd 
to  the  Crown,  upon  the  abolition  of  Epifcopaej,  along  widb 
the  biflioprick  lands  ;  and  is  now  veiled  in,  and  eaercifed 
by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Dundas  of  Aike,  wh« 
holds  the  biflioprick  lands  in  leafe  from  the  Excheqaer. 

The  (Upend,  bj  decreet  of  the  Court  of  Seffion  in  17531 
is  96  meels  of  malt,  L.  15  mbnej,  (in  lieu  of  6  bands 
butter  \ .  L.  1  o  money,  (in  Ueu  of  vicarages),  and  L.  39  6  s. 
8  d.  for  communion-elements.  It  is  troublefome  to  ooUeft 
this  (Upend,  as  it  is  paid  by  nearly  100  heritors*  When 
it  is  regularly  paid,  and  malt  fells  at  10  s.  ptr  meel,  it  is 
worth  L.  76  :  6  :  8,  including  the  money  allowed  for  com- 
munion-elements. The  village  of  Stromnefs  pays  do  part 
of  ftipend,  although  the  population  of  that  village  is  not 
far  (hort  of  that  of  both  the  country  pari(hes. 

Tliere  is  a  glebe  in  each  of  thefe  pariihes^  and  both  may 
be  worth  about  L.  9  Sterling  yearly  jxnt.  The  minifier 
of  thefe  pariihes  formerly  relided  in  the  pari(h  of  Sandwick 
until  the  year  1780,  when  a  new  manfe  was  built  in  the 
parifli  of  Stromoe(5,  about  a  mile  from  the  village. 

Lijl  o/Miuifiers  ofthefi  Pari/bes.^Mt  John  Nilbet,  ad- 
mitted 1 7 15,  died  1746,  was  31  years  minifler ;  Mr  James 
Tyrie,  admitted  May  1747,  died  1778,  was  31  years  mini- 
fier;  Mr  John  Falconer,  admitted  17799  died  179a,  was 
23  years  minifier;  Mr  William  Cloufton,  admitted  1794* 

Scioo/r.-— There  is  no  parochial  fchool  in  either  of  thefe 
pariihes.  The  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Know- 
ledge gives  L.  8  yearly  to  a  fchoolmafler,  and  L.  3  yearly 
to  a  fchoolnaiillrefsi  both  in  the  village  of  Stromneis.     The 

fcbool. 
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fchool-fees^  are,  from  6d.  to  i  s.  qnaiterlj,  for  teaching  to? 
read  and  write ;  and  is.  6  d.  or  a  s.  for  writing  and  arith« 
metic.    The  Schools  are, 

In  the  village  of  Stromnel8»  one  grammar-fcbool,  where 
Latin  is  taught.  Four  fichools,  where-  the  fchoohnafters. 
teach  readings  writing,  and  arithmetic.  Three  fchools,  ia 
which  fchoolomiftreiTes  teach  Heading,  knitting  ftockings^ 
and  tewing  white  feam^. 

In  the  pariih*  of  Sandwick,  one  fchool,  in  which  a  fchool- 
miftrefs  teaches  to  read. 

There  are  ufuallj  from  200  to  350  fcholars  at  all  thefe 
fehools. 

PooTd— There  are  about  50  poor  perfons  in  the  parilb 
and  village  of  Stromnefi,  and  t%  poor  perfons  in  die  pariih 
of  Sand  wick,  to  whom  the  fei&ons  give  money  tideice  or 
thrice  a^year.  The  fimds  for  their  fupport  are,  from  cpl- 
kftions  received  at  church  on  Sabbath,  and  on  occafion  of 
adkninifteTiag  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  dues  of 
pall  or  mortcloth,  and  fines  %  all  which,  in*  the.  parifli  of 
.   Sandwick,  may  amount  yearly  to  about  L.  4  zo    a 

Dcdnfi  falary  to  feffion-clerk  and  officer,  t  10    a 

Remains  for  fupport  of  poor  in  Sandwick,        L.  3     0    o^ 

The  facrament  of  the  Lords  fuf^r  is  rarely  adminifteredr 
at  the  church  of  Sandwick,  by  reafoo  of  its  great  diflance 
from  the  place  of  the  minifier's  prefent  refidence,  a&d,  \xf 
confequence,  the  colleflions  at  facram<ental  occafions  add  tob 
the  funds  for  fupporting  the  poor  in  the  village  and  pariik 
of  Stromneis,  which  for  3  years  were, 

la 
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In  1787. 

/«  1788. 

In  1789. 

Z.     /•     d, 

4  xo    0 
196 

100 

£.    s.    d, 
6x6    3J 

4  13     6 

a  10    0 
000 

L.     i.    d, 

3  13     oi 

4  19     I 
a     X     0 

10    0     0 

xa  15    8i 

»3  19    9i 

3«>  '3     «i 

[Snsdaj's  coUcdions, 
Sacrament.  colleA. 
Moitcloth  dues, 
Fines, 

Total, 

Total  funds  for  three  jean,  -  L.  47     8     7 

Yearly  average  is,  -  -  X5  x6    of 

Deduft  yearly  falary  to  feflion-clerk  and  officer,  4x00 


Remains  to  be   divided  among  the  poor 
yearly,  «  -  L.  ix 


2f 


F»f/.'*As  there  are  no  peat-mofles  in  the  pariOi  of  Sand* 
wick,  the  inhabitants  of  that  pariih  bring  their  peats  from 
the  moiTes  of  the  neighbouring  parifli  of  Harray,  diftint 
5  or  6  miles.  This  employs  them  and  their  horfcs  the 
greater  part  of  the  fummer,  when,  otherwife,  they  might 
be  employed  in  cleaning  their  lands,  and  preparing  manure, 
fo  that  thu  difl»nce  from  fuel  is  confequently  a  great  bar 
to  improvement,  either  in  the  way  of  inclofing,  fallowing, 
or  raifing  green  crops.  The  (mall  moiTes  in  the  parifli  of 
Stromnels  at  prefent  fupply  the  parifli ;  but  it  is  probable 
that,  in  30  or  40  years  hence,  thefe  mofles  will  either  be^ 
cxhaufted,  or  covered  with  water,  fo  as  to  be  inacceflible. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Stromnels  cut  part  of 
their  peats  in  the  parifli-mofies ;  but  the  greater  part  of 
thb  village  is  fupplied  with  peats  brought  by  fea  from  other 
pariflies,  the  diflance  of  5  or  6  mites.  The  duty  being 
now  taken  off  coals,  the  inhabitants  of  this  viHage  will  pro- 
bably ufe  peats  for  their  kitchen-fires,  and  coals  for  other 
fires. 
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l{oad!r.— There  are  no  made  roads  through  thefe  pariihes 
but  one  of  two  miles  in  length,  which  leads  from  the  vil« 
lage  of  Stromnefs  towards  the  road  that  leads  to  the  bo- 
rough of  Kirkwall.  The  roads  through  the  parifh  of  Sand- 
wick  are  naturally  good,  as  the  ground  is  dry.  The  roads 
through  the  parifh  of  Stromnefs  are,  for  the  niofl  part,  bad 
in  winter,  as  the  grounds  are  wet.  In  one  or  two  places 
the  roads  are  fcarcelj  palTable  on  horfeback  ^  and  although 
the  inhabitants  of  two  or  three  parifhes  mufl  pafs  by  thefe 
bad  roads,  in  carrying  the  produce  of  their  farms  to  fale  at 
the  village  of  Stromnefs,  yet  it  has  never  been  attempted 
to  make  thefe  roads  better ;  although  this  might  be  done 
at  no  great  ezpence  of  labour. 

Bridges^-^TYitre  is  only  one  bridge,  and  that  in  the  pa« 
rifb  of  Stromnefs,  at  the  entrance  to  the  loch  of  Stenneft, 
where  it  communicates  with  the  fea.  This  bridge  may  be 
about  100  or  130  yards ;  it  has  no  arches,  but  infiead  of 
thefe,  logs  of  wood  are  laid  acrofs  3  or  4  openings,  through 
which  the  fea  pafl*es.  It  is  thought  by  fome,  that  if  the 
ground  was  cleared,  a  falmon-fifhery  might  be  here  efb- 
folifhed. 

Af/Z^o«ei«— 'There  is  a  miMone  quarry  on  the  weft 
coafl  of  the  parifh  of  Sandwick,  out  of  which  about  10 
millflones  are  wrought  annually,  at  the  price  of  2  s.  for 
each  inch  that  the  flone  is  thick  in  the  eye.  From  this 
quarry  mofl  of  the  mills  in  the  county  are  fupplied. 

Slatis. — ^Tbere  is  a  flate-quarry  in  the  fouth-wefl  extre* 
mity  of  the  parifh  of  Stromnefs,  from  which  from  30,009 
to  40,000  flates  are  annually  fold.  They  are  flrong,  thick, 
and  large,  lafl  long,  and  are  the  befl  in  this  county.  They 
plight  be  wrooght  in  greater  quantity  were  labourers  to  be 

got. 
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^t.    Thejr  are  better  adapted  to  diis  dimate  thaa  EdHale 
flates ;  and  yet,  beoaafe  thefie  laft  have  a  preferable  ippear- 
aoce,  tbej  are  more  ofed  at  the  village  of  StroiBne&,  not- 
witbfianding  that  the  pariih  flates  we  cheaper,  caa  be 
brought  by  water,  aad  conliBqiiently  not  dear  in  carriage^ 

Ximf^on^.— There  is  plenty  of  limeftone  in  thefe  pariflics, 
but  through  the  fcardty  of  foel  wherewith  to  bom  it,  and 
of  hands  whereby  to  work  it,  there  is  no  lime  made  in  the 
pariih  of  Stromnets,  and  hot  an  inconiiderable  quantity  in 
the  pariih  of  Sandwick,  by  the  principal  heritor  there* 

Fre^^oire.— FreeRone  has  been  lately  found  in  the  parifli 
of  Sandwick,  but  it  is  hard,  and  not  of  good  quality. 

ilfMfra/r.— -There  are  appearances  of  lead  and  iron  pet 
in  the  pariih  of  Stromnefs.  The  lead-ore  in  the  clefis  of 
the  rocks  has  the  appearance  of  melted  lead.  In  17559 
miners  from  England  wrought  the  lead-mines,  and  fent 
away  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  ore ;  but,  either  the 
ore  was  not  rich  enough  to  repay  the  ezpenoes,  or  the  vein 
was  fmall  and  foon  exhaufted,  or  the  work  was  unikilAiUy 
carried  on,  and  too  ezpenfively  managed ;  for  one  or  other 
of  thcfe  reafons  it  was  abandoned.  A  few  years  afterwards 
the  attempt  was  again  made  to.open  the  lead-mines  in  an- 
other part  of  this  pariih,  which  alfo  failed. 

Mineral  Springs^^'^thtrt  are  feme  mineral  fprings  in 
thefe  pariihes.  There  is  one  in  the  vicinity  of  the  vUlage 
of  Stromnds,  which  has  been  tried  for  fcorbutic  complaints, 
and  has  fometimes  proved  fucceisfiiL 

JBfirir.— The  birds,  both  domeitic  and  migratory,  are  fuch 

as  are  common  to  other  parts  of  this  county.    About  8a 

f  years 
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years  9go,  moorfowl  frequented  ibme  of  the  hills,  and  were 
/hot  within  a  mile  of  the  village  of  Stromuefe  -,  but  now 
there  is  no  heath  ther^,  nor  are  moorfowl  to  be  found  in 
cither  of  thefe  pariihes. 

JPZaiv/i.--^Th^re  are  no  plants  here  but  fuch  as  are  com* 
SDon  ID  this  cottoty,  and  have  been  repeatedly  defcribed. 
The  fcurvy-grals  abounds  in  many  places,  and  grows  pa 
the  roo&,  and  along  the  walls  of  old  houfes  in  the  village 
of  3troame(8.  Small  black,  or  whortle  berries,  probably 
fimilar  to  the  vaccinia  nigra  of  Virgil,  but  of  inferior  qua« 
lity,  were  formerly  found  6n  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  village  of  Stromnefs ;  but  none  grow  there  now,  and 
they  i^re  itarely  to  be  met  with  on  any  of  the  hills  of  thefe 
pariihes. 

Molucca  Beans. — ^The(e  have  fometimes,  but  rarely, 
been  found  along  the  iiea-coafts  of  thefe  pariihes. 

Plaik  Getfe^  Barnacles. — Thefe  have  been  found  (licking 
to  pi<:ces  of  timber,  as  defcribed  by  Wallace  in  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  Orkney,  and  alfo  by  Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  in  his  Na-, 
tural  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  book  3.  part  a.  chap.  la.  under 
the  article  Concha  Anatifera.  A  late  author  afierts,  that 
the  barnacles  lay  their  eggs,  and  leaving  them  at  the  mer- 
%j  of  the  waves,  they  fiick  to  what  they  happen  to  meet 
with,  rotten  timber, ,  or.  maritime  plants,  and  fo  are 
liatched. 

Figured  Stones,^-^n  the  wed  fide  of  Sandwick  parilb, 
along  the  craggy  clii&,  are  found,  horizontally  laid,  cauie^ 
Vrays,  or  ftratums  of  figured  ilones,  of  various  irregular  fi- 
gures, the  work  of  nature,  and  the  t&SL  of  time ;  but 
none  of  thefe  figured  ftones  bear  any  re(pmblance  to  birds 
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or  fiihet.  Near  to  tbefe  figured  fiones,  there  is,  io  a  diafti« 
in  thcle  craggy  cliffsy  a  figure  bearing  a  refemblance  to  a 
bifliop  drefled  in  his  Epifcopal  robes  *• 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  pariih  of  Sandwick,  near  the  cod^ 
fines  of  the  pariih  of  Stennefs,  are  to  be  ieen  the  beds,  from 
whence  it  is  fuppofed  the  large  ftandiag  ftones,  which  com- 
pofe  the  druidical  temple  erefted  in  that  parifli,  have  been 
taken^.  This  bed,  from  whence  tbefe  ftones  have  been 
taken,  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  diftant  from  the  place 
where  thefe  fiones  are  ereded.  They  mufi  have  had,  is 
ancient  times,  fome  method  of  moving  large  bodies,  thai 
has  not  probably  been  handed  down  to  us. 

Atttiquities. — ^l^ere  is  in  the  pariib  of  Stromneis,  coov 
tiguous  to  where  the  church  of  that  pariih  formerly  ftood^ 
a  fpot  of  ground  of  about  half  an  acre,  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  Monker-houfe,  (monks  houfe),  which  has  pro- 
bably been  the  feat  of  fome  religious  houfe  in  thcvtimes  of 
Popery.  On  the  wed  coafl  of  the  pariih  of  Sandwick, 
dofe  by  the  fea-ihore,  is  to  be  feen  the  ruins  or  remains  of 
a  large  building,  which  yet  bears  the  name  of  the  CafUe  of 
Snufgar. 

Tumuli. — ^Therc  are  feveral  tumuli,  barrows,  or  bnry- 
ing-places,  in  thefe  pariihes.  Otit  of  thele,  containing 
three  ilone  cfaeib,  was  opened  in  the  pariih  of  Sandwick, 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  in  prefence  of  Dr  Solander,  Dr  Van 
Troil,  and  Dr  Lind,  on  their  return  from  Iceland  in  1773. 
In  one  of  thefe  chefts  or  coffins  was  found  a  humaa  ikele- 
ton,  lying  on  its  fide,  with  the  knees  bent ;  in  the  hollow 
of  which  was  found  a  bag,  which  appeared  to  be  made  of 
ruihes,  and  contained  a  parcel  of  bones  bniifed  fmall,  and 

alfo 

*  See  a  particnlp  tccouDt  of  thefe  figured  ftoDes  in  the  x ft  Toliune  o£« 
t!i5  Tra&iadioni  of  the  Aotiqniriaa  Society  of  fidlabargh. ' 
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aKo  fome  human  teeth.  It  was  fuppofed  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks  and  Dr  Solander,  that  this  bag  contained  the  re*. 
mains  or  a(hes  of  his  wife,  or  of  fome  near  relation,  aitcr 
baming. 

In  the  fecond  of  thefe  chefts  was  found  a  Skeleton  in  a 
fitting  pofture,  as  if  feated  on  the  ground,  and  the  legs 
ftretched  out  horizontally.  To  keep  the  body  ered,  (lones 
were  built  up  oppofite  to  the  bread,  as  high  as  the  crown 
of  the  head.     The  whole  was  covered  with  a  large  (lone. 

In  the  third  cheft  was  found,  in  one  end,  the  bones  of  a 
human  body  thrown  together  promi&uoufly  ;  in  the  other 
end,  a  quantity  of  chefnut-coloured  hair,  covered  with  z 
turf,  and  under  the  hair  about  four  dozen  of  beads  flatten- 
ed on  the  fides,  lying  as  if  on  a  firing;  about  the  middle  of 
which  was  a  locket  of  bone,  and  underneath  the  beads  a 
parcel  of  bruifed  bones,  like  to  thofe  found  in  the  b^'g  in 
the  firft  chefi.  When  the  hair  was  firft  touched  it  ap- 
peared rotten,  and  the  beads  friable -,  but  when  expofed  to 
the  air,  the  hair  was  found  to  be  ftrong,  and  the  beads  hird. 
The  beads  were  black,  but  it  could  not  be  difcovered  what 
they  were  compofed  of. 

Several  other  tumuli  have  been  opened,  which  had  much 
the  (ame  appearance.  In  fome  of  thefe  tumuli  were  found 
fione-chefts  of  about  15  or  18  inches  fquare,  in  which  cheds 
were  depofited  urns  containing  aihes ;  in  others  of  thefe 
chefts  were  found  aOies  and  fragments  of  bones,  without 
urns. 

In  digging  for  ftones,  in  one  of  thefe  tumuli  was  found 
an  urn  (haped  like  a  jar,  and  of  a  fize  fufScient  to  contain 
3«  Scotch  pints.  It  contained  aflies  and  fragments  of 
bones.  The  colour  on  the  outfide  was  that  of  burnt  cork, 
and  on  the  infide  grey.  The  country  man  who  fonnd  it, 
left  it  expofed  to  the  air  for  a  night,  with  a  view  tq  Have 
liaken  it  up  whole  next  day  \  but  one  of  hb  neighbours 

hearing 
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baring  of  it,  afid  fnppofing  tbtt  it  conuiaed  fetne  fBcmeyv 
went  to  the  place  clmndeftinelj  00  the  night,  and  broke  it. 
Some  of  iu  fragments  were  fent  to  Sir  JoTeph  Banks,  w^ 
coold  not  difcover  whether  it  was  made  of  ftone,  or  fome 
other  compound  matter. 

Thefe  tomuli  were  probably  railed  before  the  introduc- 
tion of  Chriftianitj  into  thefe  iflands,  and  by  con&qtienoe 
at  lead  twelve  or  thirteen  centuries  ^o,  or  more,  if  what 
hiftorians  tells  us  be  true,  that  Servanus,  (St  Serf),  preoep* 
tor  to  the  fitmoos  Kentigern,  was  Bifliop  of  Orkney  about 
the  year  560 ;  and  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  Chriftiaiiity 
was  preached  here  before  the  regular  efiabUfiiment  of  bi« 
fhops  :  And  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  having  recei- 
ved Chriftianity,  continued,  in  fo  far  as  we  know,  to  be 
fieadily  attached  to  it,  and  therefore  would  probably  then 
relinquiQi  their  former  method  of  burial ;  and  as  a  proof 
of  their  attachment  to  Chriftianity  at  a  later  period,  tbey 
^nt,  in  Z071,  one  of  their  clergy  to  the  ArchbiOiop  of 
York,  who  then  poflfeiTed  a  jurifdidiion  over  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  defiring  that  he  would  conftitute  that  clergyman 
to  be  their  bifliop. 

Chapels.'-^  The  remains  of  (everal  old  minoos  diapeb  axe 
to  be  found  in  thefe  pariflies,  but  there  are  ik>  particular 
traditions  concerning  them. 

Superfiitious  Ohfervanees^^^ln  a  part  of  the  parifli  of 
Saodvyick,  every  family  that  has  a  herd  of  fwine,  kills  a 
fow  on  the  I7ch  day  of  December,  and  thence  it  is  called 
Sow'day.  There  is  no  tradition  as  to  the  origin  of  this 
pra<^ice» 

In  the  fame  place,  the  people  do  no  work  oia  the  3d  day 
of  M^rch,  in  commemoration  of  the  day  ou  which  the 
church  of  Saodwkk  vras  ccniecrtfted  \  and  as  the  diurch 


of  Sandwich  and  Strtmnefs.  461 

xm^  dtedictted  to  St  Pet«r«  they  alfo  abffain  from  wotkivg 
for  tbetnfelves^  on  St  Peter'«  dxiji  (29th  June),  bot  HbXf 
wiD  \tork  to  anothet  perfon  who  ehi^ys  thrtxr. 

Eminent  Mriv.— ^Tbefe  pariflies  have  produced  ao  mctK 
eminent  in  Kterature,  arts,  or  arms,  lior  have  any  refided 
here  diftingtiiflied  for  rank,  unleis  Greorge  Graham,  the  laft 
Biihop  of  Orkney,  who  had  a  country  feat  in  each  of  thefe 
pariflies.— •Several  yonng  men  have  gone  abroad  in  th« 
feafaring  and  mercantile  line,  who  have  rlfen  to  opuleno^^ 
and  it  is  to  thefe  linea  that  their  genius  and  opportunicna 
lead  them.  As  the  tillage  of  Stromtieia  cannot  be  confi* 
dered  as  of  more  than  a  century's  ftanding,  there  has  not 
as  yety^pethaps,  been  time  eoongh  to  prove  whether  the 
genius  of  the  people  of  this  village  may  lead  them  to  e»- 
cel  in  literature,  and  the  higher  attainments  of  fcience ; 
and  they  are,  perhaps,  as  ofefoi  to  themfelves  and  their 
country,  in  the  profeffions  they  at  prefent  purfue,  as  thi|g^ 
would  be  in  thefe.' 

Treaimmt  ofjhipwrecked  People.^^TYk^t  that  have  the 
misfortune  to  be  ihipwrecked  on  the  coails  of  thefe  parifli- 
es  ufually  receive  all  neceflary  aififtance.  The  charga 
made  for  fuch  aififtance  has  indeed  been  fcrnpled,  and  con^ 
iiequently  often  fettled  by  the  Vice- Admiral  Depute.  In 
1771,  a  floop  laden  with  geneva  and  lintieed,  was  wrecked 
dofe  by  the  pariih-church  of  Sand  wick;  and,  as  no  other 
lecore  place  could  be  had  fo  near,  the  minifter  of  thefe 
parUhes,  (Mr  James  Tyrie),  from  a  principle  of  humanity, 
and  hearkening  to  the  difiates  of  benevoknoe,  rather  than 
to  prudence  and  a  ftrift  regard  to  the  duties  of  his  flation, 
oonfented,  along  with  the  heritors,  that  the  cargo  flioold 
be  lodged  in  the  church,  until  it  could  be  conveniently  re- 
moved 
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moved  to  a  place  of  fafetj.     In  1788  a  (lisp  laden  wi<k 
•deals  was  wrecked  at  the  laine  place.    The  cargo  was  fa- 
yed bj  the  afliftance  of  the  people  of  that  ^parifli,  hot  the 
Captain,  or  owners,  either  refiifed  or  delayed  to  pay  the 
falvage  as  prevtouflj  agreed  upon.      This  delay  in  pay- 
ment occafioned  the  plunder  of  the  cargo  of  a  fimall  floop, 
wrecked  in  the  fame  place  in  1790*     The  people,  diiap- 
pointed  of  their  juft  expefiations  of  the  falvage  due  them 
for  the  former  wreck,  would  not  work  %o  fave  the  cargo  of 
this  floop,  nor  was  there  any  perfon  of  fnfficient  influence 
IB  the  pariih  to  direft  them.     The  Captain  took  little  con- 
cern in   the  matter,  and  the  Vice- Admiral  Depute  was 
diftant  15  miles.     As  the  mob  often  are  influenced  by  paf* 
iion  and  refentment  rather  than  by  juftice  and  reafon,  they 
thought  this  was  a  proper  opportunity  for  repaying  them* 
ielves  of  the  falvage  due  them  for  the  former  wreck,  as 
if  all  veSels  were  the  property  of  one  man,  not  confidering, 
that  in  thus  doing  what  they  thought  an  ad  of  jufHce  to 
Chemfelves,  they  were  doing  injuftice  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  Ccirgo.     Others  thought,  that  as  no  perfon  appeared  to 
dired  them  to  fave  the  cargo,  there  would  be  no  injuflice 
in  taking  away  what,  in  a  few  hours,  would  be  loft  in  the 
fea,  and  confequently  of  no  valne  to  any  perfon.    The  car- 
go was  confequently  plundered,  and  feveral  perfons  were 
criminally  tried  before  the  Jufticiary  Court,  but  none  were 
condemned  ;  all  were  acquitted.     This  is  the  only  inftance 
wherein  any  perfon  belonging  to  thefe  parifhes  has  been 
oriminally  tried.— The  ihipwrecks  on  the  coafls  of  thefe 
parifhes  are  not  many,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  following 
lift  for  the  period  of  33  years  laft  paft. 
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Tonnage.        Suppofed  Value.. 
bi  1 761,  Capt.  Watty  from  Ame- 

rica,  with  flax  *y  &c.        -  aifo      L.  4000     o     o 

ia  ^^^'^i  Capt.  Shaw,  fromEng* 

land,  with  timber  *,  &c.        -      f  000  jooo     o     a 

la  177 If  Capt.  Bell,- of  Scotland, 

with  geneva  ♦,  &c.  -  60  5000     o     o 

la  17769  Capt.  Sands,  of  Scot- 
land, with  flates  *,  -  100  600     o     o 

In  17  789  Capt.  Johnfton,  of  Scot- 
land, with  kelp,         -  -  40  300     o     o 

In   1787,  Capt.  Weathead,  from 

Hamburgh,  with  oil  *,  &c.  400  3000     o     a 

In  1 788,  Capt.  Newton,  from  Eng- 
land, with  deals  *,  -  200  icoo     c     o 

In  1790,  Capt.  — —  of  Scot- 
land, with  flates,  -  80  600     o     o 

In  1790,  Capt.  Budget  of  Scotland, 

with  flax,  &c.  -  30  500     o     o 


Total  tonnage  and  value,        2160  L.  20,000    o     a 

If.  j3. — ^The  cargoes  of  thoie  marked  thos  ^  were  £u 
vcd. 

Cbara&er.^^Tbc  people  are  induftrioos,  and  attentive  Uk 
their  intereft,  and  this  laft  is  a  leading  feature  in  their  cha* 
rafier.  They  may  iliU  be  confidered  as  ceconomical,  al- 
though in  this  they  are  far  ihort  of  the  lail  age.  Among, 
a  body  of  3000  people,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  there  are 
fome  of  vicious  charader  and  depraved  manners ;  but,  in 
general,  they  are  decent  in  their  behaviour,  refpedful  ta 
their  fuperiors,  and  modeft  in  their  carriage  and  converfa- 
ttoo,  efpecially  the  women.    In  a  iea-port  liich  as  Strom- 
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,tic(s,  to  which  there  is  a  great  refort  of  (hippiag,  it  alight 
be  conjefturedy  that  immonJiiies  and  a  dcpraricj  of  mao- 
jiers  might  prevail  i^ut  it  is  to  be  ohferved  to  their  ho* 
nour,  that  there  has  been  qbXj  one  baftard  child  to  a  finm- 
ipr  for  xo  years  pafl.— ^Thej  are  regular  in  attending  di- 
vine fervicei  and  are  neither  eotbufiaftic  nor  fuperftitions 
in  their  xeUgious  principles  :  ReHgemUm,  nom  rdigio/um  d^ 
tit  tjft^  msLj  apply  to  the  greater  part.  There  are  no  £ec- 
jtaries  here ;  all  are  of  tbe  £ilabli(hed  Church. — ^Tbey  are 
fond  of  dreis,  the  moft  venial  of  all  modem  luxuries ;  but 
jthesr  regard  to  thi^  interefi  keeps  them  from  cxce&  in 
this.  Thej  live  pretty  clofa  and  quietly  at  home.  Their 
Jiahits  of  life  leading  them  to  affairs  of  interefi,  diere  are 
few  inclined  to  reading,  and  their  genius  is  not  turned  to 
{K>etry.  They  are  fond  of  mufic  and  dancing*  ftfid  a  dan* 
cing-mafter  is  fure  to  meet  with  encouragement  at  the  vil- 
lage  of  Stromneis.  They  excel  in  the  knowledge  of  Tea- 
affairs  and  what  refpeds  .ihippingt  and  their  genius  feems 
.CO  be  turned  this  way. — Some  were  formerly  litigiousp 
and  inclined  to  enter  into  law-fuits  \  but  thefe  having  hurt 
4heir  ctrcum&ances  hereby,  this  has  ferved  to  check  this 
fpirit  in  others.— ^They  have  no  turn  to  the  milita^  line^ 
and  there  is  rasely  an  iaftance  of  any  oqe  enMing  as  a  foU 
dier.-«  They  prefer  the  rigour  of  tbe  fevere  ch'mate  of 
Hudfon's  Bay,  to  the  idlenefs  and  fliowy  appearance  of  a 
.foldier.  Thofe  ivho  make  fome  little  fortune  in  the  mer- 
cantile line  at  the  village  of  Stromne(s,  are  perba[^  envied 
by  others  not  £b  induftrious ;  but  the  people  in  g^eneral,  are 
iatisfied  with  their  fituation.  CMtentut  vivert  farvQt  is  ais 
much  known  and  pra6Ufed  here  as  in  mofl  places. 

Adwrn^S^i  4Mui  Di/adMmiqges'^The  relbrt  of  Ihipping 
to  the  harbour  of  Stromnels,  is  no  doubt  an  advantage  to 
the  fannenia  as  hereby  a  coadiar  orarket  is  found,  and  a 
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highef  price  got  for  beef,  batter,  poultry^  &c.  but  it  does 
not  tend  to  raife  the  price  of  grain,  for  grain  is  generally 
as  high,  and  fometimes  higher,  in  other  parts  of  the  coan« 
ty,  than  it  is  here ;  and  when  the  little  advantages  which 
the  &rmer  has  by  the  higher  price  of  thefe  fmall  articles^ 
are  balanced  with  the  difadvantages  he  feels  from  the  fear* 
city  of  fervants,  and  their  increafed  wages,  both  occafioned 
by  the  frequent  opportunities  which  the  young  men  have 
of  going  abroad,  it  will  be  found  that  the  farmers  advan* 
tages  are  not  great;  which  appears  evident  from  this»' 
diat  the  farmers  were  in  as  good  circumftances  50  years 
ago  as  they  are  at  prefent. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Stromnefs  certainly 
feel  the  advantages  refulting  from  the  refort  of  {hipping, 
for  there  are  feveral  who  leave  their  mechanic-  trades  and 
betake  themfelves  to  traffic  with  the  ihipplng,  and  in  a  few 
years  raife  fome  little  capital,  and  build  houfes.  By  the 
refort  of  ihipping  a  readier  fale  is  found  for  the  (locking! 
manufafiured  here,  which  is  one  of  the  greateft  advantages, 
as  it  encourages  honeft  indoftry.  The  money  fpent  here ' 
by  feamen,  or  given  for  provifions,  circulates,  and  tends  to 
increafe  the  wealth  of  the  place }  but  it  alfo  probably  pro- 
duces thefe  effe£b :  The  (lyle  and  tafte  for  better  living  is 
hereby  increafed,  and  this  tafte  being  once  acquired,  leads 
many  to  go  abroad  to  acquire  wealth  to  gratify  it,  which 
occalions  a  fcarcity  of  hands  for  the  purpofes  of  agricul* 
ture. 

It  might  be  reckoned  among  the  advantages,  that  there 
is  plenty  of  limeftone  in  thefe  pariibes ;  but  through  the 
fcarcity  of  hands,  and  of  fuel,  it  is  of  no  fervice. — The 
fcarcity  of  fiiel  is  a  great  difadvantage,  and  in  a  few  years, 
muft  hurt  agriculture,  and  leften  the  value  of  property.— 
The  badneis  of  the  roads  in  winter  is  an  inconvenience  to 
all  who  muft  pals  them,  but  efpecially  to  the  farmer,  either 
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in  carrjring  grain  to  the  mill,  or  in  delivering  his 
The  pajment  of  the  rent  molUj  in  malt  ts  a  bar  to  im- 
provementB,  becaufe,  on  fmall  £BLrmsy  thej  cannot  afford  to 
pay  the  rent,  and  alfo  fiUlow  any  confiderable  part  of  thcif 
lands* 

Mioms  hy  which  their  Condition  m^t  be  ameUoraied^^ 
The  condition  of  the  fiurmers  might  be  ameliorated  by 
thefe  means :  ill.  To  grant  them  long  leafes :  adly.  To 
repair  their  houfes :  3dly,  That  the  proprietor  inclofe,  at 
his  own  expence»  one  or  twO  acres  on  each  farm  :  4thly, 
That  the  proprietor  fapply  the  farmer  with  grals-feeds  for 
the  firft  year  to  fow  thefe  two  acres,  and  direft  him  in  the 
management,  and  make  it  a  nullity  in  his  leafe  if  he  does 
not  keep  the  like  quantity  of  ground  in  fown  grafs,  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  until  he  is  fenfible  of  the  benefit 
of  it:  5thly,  That  one- half  the  rent  be  converted  to  mo* 
ney :  6thly,  That  the  roads  be  made  good :  ^thly.  That 
the  limellone  be  burnt,  iince,  dear  as  the  fuel  is,  it  may  be 
burnt  to  advantage 

As  there  is  plenty  of  water,  a  tannery  might  be  efta* 
bliihed  near  the  village  of  Slromnels.  Some  branch  of 
manufadure  might  be  elbd>liihed,  wherein  to  employ  the 
women  to  more  advantage  than  knitting  dockings. 

As  the  genius  of  the  people  is  turned  to  fea«aSkirs,  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  if  there  wese  a  few  men  of 
fpirit  and  enterprize,  and  poflelTed  of  capital  fufficient  t^ 
carry  on  the  herring  fifhery,  rope-making,  (ail-making, 
net -making.  As  there  is  a  great  refort  of  flupping,  there 
would  be  a  readier  fale  for  fome  of  thefe  articles  than  at 
Cromarty,  where  fome  of  thefe  branches  ^ere  carried  oa 
by  the  late  Mr  Rois  of  that  place.    * 

Comparative 
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Comparativi  View  of  tie  State  of  thefe  Parijbts^ 
in  1700   and  1794. 

In  1700,  there  were  onlj  5  houfes  with  Hated  roofs,  and  a 
few  fcattered  huts  in  the  village  of  Stromnefii  the  rent 
of  all  which  might  be  aboat  L.  30. 

In  17949  there  are  130  houfes  with  flated  roofi,  and  in  all 
a2a  inhabited  houfes,  which  might  rent  at  L.  561. 

In  1700,  the  ground  on  which  to  build  a  houfe  might  have 
been  purchafed  for  L.  5. 

In  17949  the  fame  ground  would  coft  L.  30  or  L.  40. 

In  1700,  there  were  only  2  fmall  floops  belonging  to  this 
village,  of  30  tons  each. 

In  1794,  there  are  a  brigs  and  4  Hoops,  in  all  500  tons. 

In  1700,  the  whole  exports  and  imports  might  be  L.400« 

In  179a,  the  whole  exports  and  imports  amount  €• 
L*  ojoo* 

In  1700,  the  ufe  of  tea  was  unknown,  even  in  the  fiuni- 
lies  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  landed  propertjr. 

In  1792,  860-  pounds  of  tea  were  imported,  and  tea  is 
drunk  bj  tradefmen  and  mechanics. 

In  1700,  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  and  their  %nilies, 
were  clothed  in  home  manufadures. 

lo  1794,  tradefmen  and  mechanics  are  clothed,  for  th^moft 
part,  in  Englifh  cloths.  . 

In  1 7001  the  wives  and  daughters  of  gentlemen  of  landed 
property,  fpun  knd  manufadured  their  own  wearing  ap- 
parel. 

In  1794,  the  wives  and  daughters  of  tradefmen  and  me- 
chanics dreis  in  cottons  and  printed  muflins* 

In  1700,  Orkney  cheefe,  oat-cakes,  and  ale  brewed  with- 
out hops,  were  generally  prefented  at  chriftenings. 

In  1794,  Eogliih  cheefe,  white  bread,  cinnamon  waters, 
and  wine,  are  prefented  at  chriftenings. 

In 


468  Statijltcal  Account 

In  1700,  hops  wer«  not  uiied  in  brewing  ale. 

In  1792,  15  cwt.  hops  were  imported. 

IxK  170O1  a  good  cow  was  bought  forS  s.  or  10  s. 

I9  l.994»  a  good  cow  feUs  for  L.  %• 

In  17PO9  the  wages  of  a  matd-fervant  was  5  «,  a-year* 

In  I794»  the  wages  of  a  maid-lervant  is  15  s.  or  L.  1  j 

jear. 
In  1700,  no  dancing^ifchool  had  ever  been  in  tbefep 

rifiies. 
{n  I793»  a  dancing-mafter  opened  a  fchool,  obtuned  40  ( 

jo  fcholan«  and  drew  IJ.  50  in  four  months. 
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NUMBER  X^II. 
PARISH   OF   D££R^ 
(CouNTT,  Stmos,  ahd  Presbttkrt  or  AisRDceH.) 
By  Mr  GSORGK  Cruoek,  Scboohutfitr  nfLttr. 

■  ■■  ■  ■■  II 

IK  the  records  of  the  prefbjtery,  the  name  of  thb  parilh 
b  variouflj  fpdkd  Dion^  Diirt^  Diir,  and  Dor.  The 
laft  BOW  preTaib ;  and  the  word  is  fiiid  to  be  of  Gaelic  ori- 
gin. Di  a'r^t  contraAed  Sor  De  adtrof  figoifies,  9Z#  loor^ 
Jkip  qfGoJf  and  may  have  been  applied  to  this  placc^  be* 
canic  here  probably  the  firft  church  in  this  comer  was 
erefied.    Deer  is  the  mother-church  of  the  preibjtery* 

The  pariih  of  Fetter- Angus,  which  is  a  detached  portion 
of  the  county  of  Banff,  and  Hes  along  the  north-eaft  fide  of 
Deer,  was  annexed  to  this  pariih  in  the  year  i6i8.  Before 
that  period,  the  cure  of  the  former  was  ferved  by  the  mi* 
nifter  of  St  Fergus.  The  foundatioa  of  the  chuieh,  whicfap 
like  the  pariih,  has  been  fosalU  is  to  be  feen,  and  the  church- 
yard  is  iltU  t|fed  for  bQrial-groond. 

3  Situatioft, 
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Sihmtiamf  Exitnt^  C/r.— Deer  is  fituatcd  almoft  in  die 
centre  of  the  diftrfft  of  Buchan,  and  is  bounded  on  the  N. 
bj  the  pariih  of  Strichen;  on  the  E.  by  Lonmaj  and 
Loogfide ;  on  the  S.  bj  Cniden  and  Ellon ;  and  on  the  W. 
hj  Newdeer.  From  N.  to  S.  its  greateft  extent  is  lo 
miles;  and  its  mean  breadth  may  be  5f  miles.  The  high 
load  from  Aberdeen  to  Fraferburgh  cots  it  longitndinalljy 
and  tnterfefted  by  the  roads  from  Banff  and  Old  Meldrum 
to  Peterhead.  One  branch  of  the  river  Ugie  runs  throu^ 
the  middle  of  the  parifh ;  the  other  branch  enters  it  Tor  a 
ibort  way  on  the  N.  £•  Thefe,  and  the  other  fireams  in 
the  pariih,  torn  13  corn-mills,  3  falling-mills,  2  lint-milb» 
and  a  fet  of  bleaching  machinery. 

Smrfaci  and  Soil.  —There  is  no  hill  of  any  confiderable 
altitude  in  this  pari(h.  Irregular  ridges  of  rifiog  grounds 
run  through  it  in  every  diredion,  forming  a  multitude  of 
rallies  equally  irregular.  Some  of  the  uplands  are  covered 
with  heath,  and  a  poor  kind  of  grals ;  others  are  planted 
with  wood;  many  of  them  are  cultivated;  and  moft  of 
them  fufeeptible  of  cultivation.  The  braesy  and  lower 
parts  of  the  pariih,  are  in  general  heft  cultivated,  and  well 
adapted  either  for  com  or  pafiure*  An  irregular  plain  of 
confiderable  extent,  lying  round  the  church  and  village  of 
Deer,  is  reckoned  one  of  the  heft  fummer  (benes  in  the 
north. 

Diets  addudum  propius  fronderc  Ttrentum.  Hot. 

On  the  north  of  this  place  lie  the  woods  of  Pitfour, 
abounding,  with  beautiful  fcenery ;  in  the  middle  of  which 
flands  the  feat  of  James  Fergufon,  Efq;  preient  Member  of 
Pkrliameht  for  the  county. 

Thtfoilb  generally  light,  upon  a  gravelly,  clayey,  or 
rocky  bottom,  abounding  with  fmall  ftones. 
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Staie  of  Property.— Tbia  pariih  contains  X20  old  pbugis 
of  land.  In  former  times  one  tenant  poflefled  a  fJougb^ 
and  had  always  under  him  feveral  cottars^  or  fubtenantSp 
who  held  of  no  other  fuperior,  and  were  bound  to  perfbnal 
fervice  for  part  of  the  rents  of  their  crofts.  There  are  ftili 
{ubtenants  on  the  larger  farms.  The  generality  of  tenants^ 
however,  hold  immediately  of  the  heritor ;  and  the  prac* 
tice  of  dividing  the  ploughs^  which  is  very  general  here^ 
accommodates  the  farms  to  the  circumftances  of  the  lowed 
clais  of  people,  and  holds  out  to  them  a  more  independent^ 
though  {ieldom  a  lels  laborious  way  of  life  than  the  fab- 
tenants  enjoy.  There  are  at  prefent  about  350  tenants  in 
the  parifli.  Nineteen  years  is  the  moft  common  term  of  a 
leafe. 

Farmings  lie. — ^The  old  fyflem  of  hufbandry  prevailed 
univerfally  in  this  place  till  about  40  years  ago,  when  the 
introdudion  of  lime  gave  it  a  new  turn.  Watering  began 
to  be  ufed  here  about  the  fame  time  with  apparent  fuccefs  ; 
but  experience  at  laft  Ihewed  it  to  be  unfit  for  this  foU. 
Water,  however,  has  been  applied  in  this  country  in  gene* 
ral  only  for  raifing  crops  of  corn ;  and,  perhaps,  if  watered  . 
meadows  were  laid  out  in  the  accurate  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  done  in  Wiltihire,  and  other  counties  in 
the  fouth  of  England,  they  may  be,  allowing  for  the  diffe- 
rence of  climate,  nearly  equally  beneficial  here.  Soon 
after  water  began  to  be  ufed  as  a  manure,  the  fowing  of 
turnip  and  grais-ieeds  was  introduced  into  the  pariih,  and 
fince  this  was  generally  pradifed,  agriculture  has  under « 
gone  little  alteration.  Lime  is  always  the  firft  ftep  in  im-^ 
prove  ent,  and  the  fitrm  is  afterwards  managed  by  white 
and  green  crops  and  pafture.  Some  perfons  have  efta- 
blilhecl  a  re..Aular  rotation  of  crops  on  their  farms;  but 
this  is  yery  far  from  being  the  general  pi adice.  The  ihort- 
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neft  of  the  kafes  is  particalarlj  an  obftade  to  fyftemati^ 
fuming.  The  beil  rotations  eftablilhed  here,  thoogfa  not 
the  beft  to  be  wifhed,  are  on  infield^  or  ftrong  land,  xft  year^ 
oats;  adt  bear;  3d,  oats;  4th,  dunged  and  turnip;  jth* 
bear;  6th9  haj;  7th,  8th,  9tb9  pafture:  On  ovifieU^  xft 
and  ad,  oats ;  3d,  dunged  and  turnip,  or  peafe ;  4^,  bear 
or  oats;  5th,  6th,  7tb,  8th,  pafture  *. 

The  lateft  improvements  in  the  farming  fine  which  hare 
taken  place  here,  are  the  revival  of  woi*k-ozen,  two-borfe 
ploughs,  winnowing  machines  in  mills  and  barns,  different 
fpecies  of  earlj  oats,  particularly  MagbiehiU  loats,  and 
brick  pavement  in  com*  kilns.  Four  or  fix  oxen  are  nfed 
in  a  plough,  joked  with  collars.  Brick  pavementfo  r 
kilns  deferves  the  attention  of  every  farmer*  A  kiln,  9 
fleet  in  diameter,  cofts  L.  3  Sterling,  and  will  dry  8  or  xo 
bolls  a-day. 

The  rent  of  land  in  this  parllh  is  as  follows :  Infield^ 
from  los.  to  L.  X  par  acre ;  outfitU^  from  a  a.  6 d.  to  X2 s. ; 

meadow, 

^  The  fullowinf  rotmtions,  die  moft  pnper  for  this  dfftrid,  tre  ei- 
tnAcd  from  fone  nilcs,  which  Mr  FergnToB  of  Fttfbnr  has  dnwo  «p  lor 
tht  inlbnuBllon  of  his  trnants : 

Whri  the  land  rtqmires  pafiurt^  (which  b  f  eaendlj  die  csfe).  the  ro- 
tati<«is  fltould  be, 

xm9f  In  light  land,  or  loam,  firft  year,  oatsf  fecond  year»  ttirm|i,  tho- 
roughly horiie  and  hand-hoed ;  third  ]rcar,  barlej  or  wheat ;  fourth  year* 
clover  and  grafs-feeds  ;  and  then  pafture,  as  long  u  it  is  proper. 

Sifo,  In  ftreng  land,  firft  year,  -  oats ;  fecond  year,  beaos^  tho*^Migh1y 
horit  and  band- hoed ;  third  year,  barley  or  mkttMX  ;  fourth  y«ar»  clowr 
and  gcafs^feeds ,  and  then  pafture,  as  long  as  it  is  proper* 

In  IsMd  "which  is  infmeh  •rier  us  not  t9  re  pur  t  fafimrt^  (which  it  not 
4  common  cafe),  the  rotations  fliould  be* 

ifvi#.-  In  light  land  or  loam,  firft  year,  oats  or  wheat;  fecond  year,  tar« 
sip ;  third  year,  barley ;  fourth  year«  clover. 

a^o.  In  clay  or  ftrong  land,  firft  year,  wheat ;  fecoad  year,  beans  ; 
thifd  year,  oatt  or  barley ;  fourth  year,  cloTcr. 
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r,  from  78.  6d«  to  158.;  paftoreaad  lull*|;roiiiid« 
finom  tfd.  to  2i.  6d. 

Rearing  of  cattle  has,  for  thefe  ten  or  twelve  jeais  paft» 
been  the  mod  lucrative  part  of  the  farming  bofinels,  great 
numbers  having  been  bonght  by  drovers  for  the  £ngli(h 
market.  A  couple  of  oxen  fells  at  from  L.  10  to  L.  2g 
Sterling.  Sufficient  attention,  however,  has  not  been  paid 
to  the  breed.  The  breed  of  horfes  has  been  much  impro- 
ved  of  late  years,  bj  means  of  itinerant  ftallions,  and  their 
Tahie  is  generally  double  that  of  oxen.  The  nnmber  of 
black  cattle  in  the  parifii  may  be  eftimated  at  3400 }  the 
snmber  of  horfes  at  700. 

Prodbr/.— About  ao,ooo  *  bolls  of  grain  are  raifed  an- 
snally  in  this  parifli,  of  which  one-fifth  may  be  barley.  It 
is  fitppofed,  that  4000  bolls  of  meal  and  grain  are  in  ordi« 
naiy  years  exported.  Oat-meal  fells  at  from  10  s.  to  16  s. 
far  boU  of  8  ftones  Dutch.  Biar-mad  is  of  ooe-lburth  left 
^mliie.  No  lels  than  3000  bnllieb  of  malt,  according  to 
the  excUe-books,  are  annually  made,  and  as  the  bear  of 
diis  country  is  inferior  in  weight  to  that  of  the  more  lb»> 
them  counties,  the  price  of  n^alt  is  ieldom  more  than  4  s. 
above  the  price  of  oat-meal  current  at  the  time*  Sixteen 
hogflieads  of  lintfeed,  moftly  American,  are  fown  annually 
in  this  parifli.  This  is  reckoned  fufficient  for  36  acres  \ 
and  the  produce,  on  an  average,  does  not  much  exceed 
xooo  ftones  ot  faUebd  flax.  The  tenant  of  one  of  the 
lint-mills  has,  for  ieveral  years  pafi,  received  the  greateft 
premium  for  raifing  flax  of  any  in  the  county.  Hay  is  fold 
ac  6  d.  per  ftone,  equal  to  ao  lb.  Dutch.  An  acre  of  tnr* 
nipa,  when  carried  off  the  field,  fetches  L.  4  Sterling.  Po- 
tatoes are  univerfally  cultivated,  and  fell  at  5d.  or  6d. 
fir  peck,  of  a  ftones  Dutch.    Cabbages  are  planted  in  the 

Vol..  XVI.  3O  field 

O  The  whole  uroltare-rent  of  the  pvtlh,  jnoltiplicd  by  the  aveiife 
fits  of  aniltiire»  forms  the  {foood-work  of  tlMt  cslcuUtioiw 
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^Idttwell  as  in  the  garden,  and  begin  to  be  ufeday 
fpring  food  for  the  cattle :  thej  are  vafaied  at  1 0.  per  UU 
dt  L.i per  wcxt. 

T^birlagiy  Multttre^  and.  5mnr«i.— -AJmoft  aU  the  tenants 
are  bound  to  grind  their  com  at  a  certain  mill;  a  prafiice 
attended  with  many  inconveniencies.  Why  ihoold  a  mil- 
ler be  on  a  4i4^rent  footing  from  any  other  tradeimaii  ? 

Multure  is  generally  high  in  this  pariih  *.  In  fome  mills 
it  is  convertedi  an^  paid  with  the  rent ;  and  fliould  be  (b 
^n  every  cafe.  This,  however,  is  not  always  praftirahle^ 
as  the  rent  and  multure  are  often  paid  to  difGerent  heritors; 
to  remedy  which  would  require  a  ftatute,  aboliOiing  thjr« 
^ge,  and  empowering  every  landholder  to  redeem  his 
eftate  from  this  burden.  And  a  ftatute,  which  e^^ually  re- 
fpe&s  the  good  of  the  heritor  and  tenant,  whif h  would  put 
a  flop  to  an  intricate  and  unreafonable  pra&ice  obtruded 
on  the  pre&nt  times  by  the  ufe  and  wont  of  darker  ages, 
and  which  would  at  once  prevent  law«fuitB,  mifunderfland- 
ings,  and  complaints,  ceruinly  merits  attention.  Services 
are  not  univerfally  aboliihed. 

ifanufoBurei.^^K  great  deal  of  Qax  is  given  out  to  ^ua 
in  this  parilb  for  the  Aberdeen  and  Peterhead  manafac* 
iures.    A  confiderable  quantity  of  linen-yam,  fpun  from 

home- 

f  Multore  moft  commonly  is  one-fizteenth  of  the  whole  ^mn  mifed^ 
except  what  is  nifed  for  feed,  whether  milled,  fold,  or  malted.  TKis, 
*  with  the  kMTtoekj,  knavejbipi,  tnd  other  ntmelelk  mill-tollft,  (whieii  sre 
fometimes  one^burth,  fometimea  one-eight  tiid  ooe-fourth  of  th«  imiltnic, 
and  at  fome  mills  almoft  twice  as  much  as  at  others),  forms  a  heavf  bur- 
den on  improving  tenantf ;  nearly  thus : 

tV  +  ^  +  t4t'=  A't  =  "  bolls  in  128. 
Mr  Fergufon,  who  Is  a  very  indulgent  mafter  to  his  tenants,  has  ibollib* 
ed  the  multures  10  all  mills  belonging  to  htmfelf,  and  all  euftoffls'  md 
Ihrrtc^  in  bb'prop«rty.  ^      ^        t 
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home-grown  flax,  is  aamiallj  exported  to  the  ibilthem  bo- 
soogh^.  In  and  near  the  villages  of  Scewartfield  and  Deer^ 
3000  yards  of  linens,  checks,  and  linfcy-wodlfcysi  are  cv^ry 
year  made  for  lale.  The  Aberdeen  merchants  have  been 
long  in  the  praftice  of  givii^  out  wool  to  be  knitted  into 
fiockings.  Spinning  and  knitting  form  the  chief  employer 
ment  of  the  women  *,  and  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo^ 
ney  is  brought  into  the  parifli  yearly  from  thefe  fourced* 
A  woman  earns  2  s.  oc  a  s.  6  d..a-week. 

In  the  year  1783,  a  bleachfield,  and  coo^plete  fet  of  ma- 
diinery,  were  ereded  by  the  late  Mr  Burnett  df  Deitns,  ill 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  village  of  Stewartfield.  At  pre^ 
lent,  there  are  about  350  pieces  of  .ctoth,  and  aboht  600 
fpindles  of  yarn,  bleached  annually.  The  Honourable 
Board  of  Truftees,  a  few  years  ago,  gave  L.  30  Sterling  for 
ereAing  a  drying-houfek 

Mifurals. — ^This  parifh  abolinds  with  fpring^  of  wateh 
On  the  farm  of  Mains  of  Anochie  there  are  no  fewer  than 
52*  There  are  beiides  a  great  many  cbalybeatie  fpriogs  in 
the  pariih,  fome  of  which  are  very  ftrongly  impregnatedi 
and  have  been  tt(eful  in  ftomacfaic  and-  gniveiliib  com- 
pisints. 

There  are  quarries  of  Utneftooe  of  a  very  good  qualicy, 
in  di£brent  parts  of  the  parifli  i  Come  of  which  sire  reckon- 
ed inexha^aible•  About  13,000  bolls  of  lime-  are  made 
tttonually,  which  fells  at  6  d.  or  7  d.  per  boll  of  90  Scots 
pints.  3000  or  6000  bolls  of  unburnt  limeAone  are  like« 
wile  fold  to  formers,  who  bum  it  for  themfelves,  it  the 
rate  6f  L.  x,  5  s.  for  the  hundnd-boll-caim^  which  contains 
475  cubical  feet.  From  60  to  70  hands  are  employed^ 
boc  not  conAantly,  in  the  different  parts  of  the  work,  whd 
are  either  paid  by  the  piece^  or  receive  ^A.fer  day  in 
fommtr,  and  7  d.  in  wintet. 

in 
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Is  die  foutb-well  fide  of  the  psrifli,  there  b  \ 
of  thmt  fpecies  of  qoerts  called  felt-fpar,  or  rcoibtc 
bodi  above  and  below  die  fiit&cc  of  ihe  grouad.  The 
late  Mr  Garden  of  Treop»  to  whom  the  eflate  belooged  on 
whidi  it  it  ibiind  in  greateft  plenty,  fenc  a  fpeciaeB  of  it 
to  a  glafihoofe  in  Newcaftte,  which  waa  approved  o^  wmd 
t  eonfiderable  qnanrirj  wasjn  coofequcnce  exported  ;  bat 
the  e^eace  of  land^carciagey  or  ibme  other  canie,  iboo  pot 
a  ftop  to  diif  branch  of  commerce  *• 

Pieces  of  crjftalized  quartz  are  likewife  met  widi  occa* 
fionally;  the  po^eft  in  the  form  of  rrgidaz  hnragnnal 
prifins,  pomted  at  the  ends. 

A  dark  blue,  and  a  veiy  white  graoiae,  are  the  fioaaa 
moft  nfed  m  building. 


Cbmrchf  Poar^  and  ScbooL^^h,  coounodiotts  dmrdi^  fiit 
fident  to  contain  1400  perfons,  was  boilt  in  the  year  1789, 
for  L.  700  Sterling.  The  ftipend  may  be  valned  at  L.  80 
Sterling.  The  glebe  meafnrea  %^  acres  nearly;  die 
greateft  part  of  it  good  land.  Mr  Bafil  Andetfon  is  the 
prefent  incumbent.    The  crown  is  patron. 

There  is  a  Secedbg  meeting-houfe  in  die  parilb,  and  aa 
Eagliih  EpiTcopal  chapel,  where  moft  of  the  gentry  in  the 
parilh  a^  neighbourhood  attend.  There  are  29  men  and 
47  women  prefendy  upon  the  poors  lift  f ,  who  receive  from 
6s.  to  L.  a  each  per  ammm^  in  finaH  fnms  quarterly.     The 

waeUy 


•  Oef  r  it  V>i  ouiet  diilant  ftvm  Peterhcsd*  tiM  aeaweft  te^poit. 

f  lb  the  year  l^t^9  »  eppean  bj  a  miDute  of  the  feiCoD,  tlie  noaiber 
<if  poor  on  tlw  lift  wet  31,  and  tiie  ycerly  cotlc^ont  M,  not  then  exceed 
L.4^,  t5s.  8cot%  of  which  L.  tS,  4 1.  went  for  clerk  and  officer's  Uku 
Yet  fo  rnnch  wat  tKit  at  that  tiaie  accoontid»  that  a  fcheme  fqr  oBaiotatn- 
iog  the  poor  in  thtir  ova  hntfit^  b/  aflefliBeiitft  on  the  heritors  and  te» 
nants,  was  unanimoofly  rejected  by  the  feffioa,  one  principal  rtafon  beib^ 
that  it  woold  reduce  the  ordiMiy  coUeAioos  to  a  trifg* 
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weeklj  odlefiions  amount  to  ho  tefs  than  L.  40  Sterling  a« . 
year ;  which,  with  what  b  coUefted  about  the  time  of  the 
commiinioQ,  the  intereft  of  a  bill  of  L.  45  Sterling,  mwt^ 
tbth-momy^  forfeited  matrimonial  pledges,  \ic^  makes 
about  Lb  60,  which  is  aanaaUy  difburfed  by  the  kirk*fielIion* 
This  film,  together  with  what  is  diftributed  bj  the  other 
coognegatioas,  is  found  adequate  for  the  ordinar  j  neoeffities 
of  the  poOT;  and  when  an  extfaovfinarj  cafe  oecors,  inti* 
matioa  is  made  from  the  pidpit,  and  a  coUedion  made  for 
the  porpofe. 

lie  late  Mr  Burnett  of  Denns  left,  bj  deed  of  fettle* 
ment,  the  lands  of  Andiefwelb  and  Backhill,  renting  about 
L.  18  Sterling  for  the  behoof  of  the  indigent  and  infirm  on 
his  own  eftates  in  this  pariik ;  with  this  referre,  that  if 
ever  poor-races  be  eftabliflied  here,  the  mortification  fiiall 
ceaiie. 

The  emoluments  of  the  fchool  and  feffion-derkihip  a« 
monnt  to  L.  3c  ptr  annum.  The  number  of  (cholats,  ac- 
cording to  the  feafon,  varies  from  20  to  50,  who  pay  quar« 
terly  as.  6d*  for  Latin,  as.  for  arithmetic,  and  is.  6db. 
for  Eogliih.  The  fees  for  other  branches  of  education  are 
at  the  dilcretion  of  the  teacher. 

Villagt$andPopnlaiionn^^T\ieTt  are  three  villages  in  this 
parifli,  two  of  which  have  been  built  within  thefe  15  years; 
Fetterangus,  by  Mr  Fergufon  of  Pitfour,  and  StewartfieM, 
by  Mr  Burnett  of  Denns ;  the  village  of  Deer  is  upon  the 
property  of  Mr  Ruffel  of  Moncoffer,  and  is  of  very  long 
ftandiog.  Owing  to  tbefe^  and  the  fplitting  of  farms,  the 
population  of  this  parifli  has  very  milcb  increafed.  In  the 
year  1750,  the  number  of  communicants  in  die  Eflabliflled 
Church  was  7x8 ;  for  feme  years  psift,  the  number  hat. 
been  little  Ihort  of  1400.    By  a  correA  lift*  taken  in  the 

year 
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jewc  1788,  previous  to  btuldiog  the  new  church,  there  i 
foond  in  the  parilh : 

Perfoosy                ...  3267 

Males,            -                •                    -  1554 

Females,                -                  •  1713 

Of  the  Chtttth  of  Scotland,              •  3305 

— — — — ^— •  England,               •  721 

■      ■■    ■             Rome,                   -  la 

Antiborgher  Seceders,        -                  •  2x9 

Heritors,                -                    «                •  iz 

Heritors  refiding  conftantlj  or  occaionally,  5 

Village  of  Deer  contained,                -  166 

■          Stewartfield,                    -  zSx 

Fetterangns,           -                -  8z 

The  number  of  baptiCtns  annually,  upon  an  ave* 

rage  of  feven  years  laft  paft,  is             -  75 

The  number  of  burials,                •              -  55 

I                    of  marriages,                 •  aj 

The  pari(hioners  are  in  general,  a  decent,  fober,  charitable 
people.  Agriculture,  the  employment  of  the  generality,  ii 
&vourable  to  virtue  -,  public  worihip,  and  the  ordmanoes  of 
religion,  are  attended  with  a  laudable  pun&uality. 

Di/ia/eSf  lie, — ^No  dtfeafe  has  of  late  years  raged  here 
with  greater  mortality  than  a  putrid  fore  throat.  It 
chiefly  attacked  children,  fometimes  cutting  ofl*two,  thrce^ 
and  four  of  a  family.  Inoculation  for  the  (malKpoz 
has  been  pradifed  here  with  fuccels.  Laft  year  (1792)  a 
furgeon  of  this  place,  humanely  inoculated  gratis  above 
100  children,  moftly  of  the  lower  clals,  of  which  only  one 
.died.  Many  people  after  all  are  very  much  averfe  to  in- 
oculation. Confumptive  complaints  are  not  unfircquent 
among  the  young  \  rheumatifm  afiOids  thofe  of  riper  years. 

3  It 
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It  is  an  uncommoii  drcamfianoe^  and  fiiews  that  this  place 
is  bj  no  means  unfavourable  to  health,  that  there  is  juft 
now  in  $he  village  of  Deer  a  frmily  of  five  perfons,  in 
which  there  has  been  neither  birth,  marriage,  bnrtal,  nor 
bedrid  perfon  thefe  50  years  i  The  mother  of  this  fiimily, 
who  b  the  oldeft  perfon  in  the  pariih,  thinks  herfelf  about 
her  hundredth  jear.  It  is  equally  worthy  of  obfervation^ 
that  there  died  lad  winter  a  pariihiiHier  in  the  84th  year  of 
his  age,  who  was  married  two  years  before  to  Yi&fevenih 
lawful  wife ! 

Mifcettaneous  Obfervatkns^^n  the  village  of  Deer,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood,  there  are  inns,  where  travellers  of 
every  defcription  can  have  good  accommodation.  The 
following  licenfes  were  granted  within  the  pariih  for  the 
year  ending  the  loth  Ofiober  1793,  ^'*^*  7  ale  licenfes^ 
4  fpirit  licenfes,  3  wine  licenfes,  i  tea  licenfe,  and  9  tobac- 
co and  ihuff  licenfes.  Notwithftanding  the  few  tea  licenfes 
laken  out,  that  article  is  ufed  more  or  leis  almoft  in  every 
family*  There  are  at  prefent  26  retail-ihops  in  the  pariih, 
a  fiuldler's  fbops,  z  baker,  beiides  all  the  common  tradef- 
snen  and  mechanics.  The  invoice  of  the  merchants  are 
from  L.  30  to  L.  joo  Sterling  a-year  \  and  their  annual 
profits  on  (lock  are  about  10  per  cent. 

The  peopling  of  the  villages  and  fmall  farms,  a  great  in- 
oreafe  of  handicraftfmen,  and  a  demand  for  hands  to  the 
neighbouring  manufadures,  have  occaiioned  a  temporary 
icarcity  of  fervants  in  this  place,  and  a^PTorded  them  an  op* 
portunity,  not  only  of  raiiing  their  wages,  but  of  demand- 
ing fome  other  conceiBons  which  former  times  denied  them. 
A  man-£ervant  receives  about  L.  6,  a  maid-fervant  from 
L.  2  to  L.  3  per  annum.  Servants  are  all  maintained  in 
the  iamily»  and  probably  in  no  part  of  Scotland  are  they 
better  nfed* 

There 
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Tliere  ax«  a  fonr-wlkekd  cfaaifies  and  a  hearie  in  the 

About  900  acres  have  been  plaated  in  tlus  parilb,  1110& 
I7  urith  Scotx:h  firs  at  firft,  and  afterwarvb  filled  up  wkh  a 
variety  of  other  trees,  of  which  Mr  Fergafim's  pkntatiow 
•moont  to  about  6jo  acres.  Piaesand  larches  have  la  ge- 
nersl  thriven  better  than  the  Scotch  fir.  Latches,  indeed, 
liave  fooceeded  on  northerly  expofiu^,  where  every  other 
kind  of  wood,  which  was  tried,  had  ftiled.  Of  hard  wood, 
beech,  aih,  birch,  oak,  and  plane  trees,  have  come  to  coafi- 
derable  fize.  Hedge-rows  to  a  great  extent  have  in  manj 
places  been  planted  ronnd  iftclofures,  along  with  fione  and 
turf  fences. 

There  is  plenty  of  game  in  this  parifli,  as  gronfe,  par* 
tridges,  woodcocks,  ihipes,  ttid  hares ;  befides  wild  pigeons, 
wild  ducks,  teals,  hems,  and  occafionally  wild  geefe  and 
fwans^  there  are  alfo  hawks,  owls,  and  great  numbeisef 
crows,  (which  are  very  deftmfiive),  and  finging  birds,  as 
the  thruih,  blackbird,  linnet,  goldfinch,  Vr.  Foxes  iofeft 
this  place,  together  with  badgers,  otters,  polecars,  wea- 

The  dreams  here  abound  with  fidmoo,  and  exedknt 
trout  of  different  kipds,  and  angling  is  a  fiivourite  diver- 
fion. 

Seed-time  is  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  end  of 
April.  Harveft  commences  about  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, and  commonly  lafls  fix  weekti  Iii  the  year  178a, 
die  crop  in  this  pariih  was  foppo&d  to  fall  fliort  about  one 
half  of  the  ufoal  produce.  Twelve  hundred  bolls  of  har" 
meal  and  peafe  were  imported,  moftly  by  refidiog  beriton* 
The  tenants,  however,  got  the  better  of  this  (broke  by  an 
extraordinary  crop  in  1784,  which,  with  the  rife  of  catde, 
brought  this  country  to  a  pitch  of  pol]perity«  whidiit  pro- 
bably never  before  enjoyed, 

A 
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A  canal  ^betwUt  this  place  and  Peterhead  is  prafiicable  ^ 
oa  a  ver J  moderate  ezpenoe.  Should  fuch  a  meafure  ever 
be  put  iQ  execution,  and  long  leales  with  progreiBve  rifes 
of  rent  be  granted,  the  agriculture  and  manufadures  of  this 
diftrid  would  be  ioiproved|  and  the  population  increafed  to 
a  degree  that  b  at  prefent  onlj  conceivable. 

Since  the  duty  was  taken  off  coals,  the  ufe  of  them  in- 
creafes  here  daily  \  and  to  thofe  who  are  more  than  a  cou- 
ple of  miles  diftant  from  mofs,  they  prove  as  cheap  fuel  as 
peat,  the  procuring  of  which  is  a  very  tedious  and  ezpen- 
five  work.  The  time  that  would  be  gained  by  the  ufe  ,of 
coals  for  agricultural  improvement,  is  a  matter  of  fo  great 
importance,  that  nothing  but  want  of  experience  could  bin* 
der  the  farmer  a  mogient  from  adopting  them. 

The  great  quantity  of  linen-yarn  fent  out  of  the  pariih 
might  be  bought  up  at  home,  and  would  afford  a  good  open* 
iog  for  a  thread  manufa£kory. 

Antiquities^^^Tht  antiquities  of  this  place  are,  druidical 
circles,  iingle  monumental  pillars,  cairns^  intrenchments, 
and  an  abbey. 

There  were,  not  many  years  ago,  the  remains  of  up* 
wards  of  a  dozen  druidical  circles  in  this  pariih.  One  of 
them,  lituaied  on  the  hill  of  Parkhoufe,  not  far  from  the 
village  of  Deer,  is  the  moft  entire.  The  horizontal  ftone 
on  the  fouth  is  14  feet  lotig,  containing  about  250  folid 
feet.  At  the  diftance  of  about  joo  yards,  on  the  north- 
cail  fide  of  the  fame  hill,  were,  not  long  ago,  the  ruins  of 
a  Imall  village,  iuppofed  to  have  been  the  refidencc  of  the 
dmids.  A  number  of  little  yards  were  to  be  feen  all  a- 
round  it ;  one  of  which  flill  retains  a  fuperior  verdure,  and 
£erves  now  to  (how  the  fpot  where  the  village  once  flood • 
It  confifted  of  50  or  60  mofiy  huts,  firom  6  to  la  feet 
Iqnare,  irregularly  huddled  togethef ;    hence  it  got  the 
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same  of  tht  hwraehs.  The  walb  -were  boik  of  ftooe  nul 
day ;  the  floors  were  paved  with  ftones.  A  fistrmer  in  the 
neighbourhood,  about  ao  years  ago,  applied  the  ftones* 
which  were  all  of  (imall  fize,  to  ereft  inclofures*  In  remo- 
ving the^rubbilb,  he  found  a  cylindrical  flouet  like  a  fmaU 
inill-ftone ;  probably  part  of  the  fueam^  or  hand-mill,  an^ 
ciently  nfed  in  this  country  for  grinding  com.  Two  cir* 
cular  huts,  containing  fome  aflies,  feem  to  have  been  com* 
kilns. 

A  cairn  on  the  hill  of  Auchmacher  was  opened  fome 
years  ago,  and  an  urn  was  found  in  it,  having  its  mootk 
adorned  with  a  great  number  of  fmall  jet  black  fobfiancesy 
circular  and  perforated. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  Sapling-brae,  upon  the  nortls 
bank  of  the  Ugie,  ftand  the  remains  of  the  Abbey  of 
Deer ;  which  was  huik  in  the  beginning  of  the  13th  oen* 
tury,  by  Will^m  Gumming  Earl  of  Bocban,  who  broo^bt 
fo  it  fome  Ciftertian  monks,  from  the  abbey  of  Kinlofs  iia 
Moray,  in  the  year  1218.  The  revenue  of  this  abbey,  as 
appears  by  the  coUe&or's  books  which  are  extant,  was  es 
follows :  Money,  L.  571 :  8  :  6 ;  meal*,  65  chalden  7  boli^ 
X  firlot  3  pecks ;  wheat,  14  bolls  ^  bear,  14  chalders  zo 
bolls.    The  lands  whipb  belonged  to  it  were  ereficd  into 


o  ECKmi^ing  ^  vidbMl  ^i%%,^A.p^  Ml,  (^  «Mf^gt  sftlM  iftr^ 

p{  the  county  of  Aberdeen  (or  to  jt^n  U^  paft]^  u4.  Vftl«hi(  cIk  omw 
ney  by  the  qumtity  of  filler  contained  in  a  povndf  Sc«fti  ta  the  'middle  of 
the  x6th  century,  the  vevcauet  of  the  Abbny  wonld  amoiiot  to  neir^ 
i..  isoo  Sterling ;  bu^  they  in  H£t  ■monnt  now  to  a  nroch  greater  fnou 
Ttiere  is  tn  o(4 ren^l of  t^  abbexlanda  (n the cnibdy  of  Mr FerfnCba. 
To  form  an  ide^  of  their  extent,  H  needs  only  be  added,  that  the  fptrttianl 
mens  lands  tn  the  conntjr  of  Abetdeen  smoonted  to  L.  311 :  16 : 8,  of 
which  the  Abbey  of  t)eer  was  rated  at  L.  So  of  old  extent,  (equal  to  xo 
freehold-qualifications),  and  that  die  temporal  mens  lands  amounted  to 
^.'S37x  of  old  extents  or  nearly  four  times  the  valuation  of  the  lands  pof. 
^fled  by  the  clergy. 
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•  temporal  Icnrdihip  in  1587,  iil  fiivonr  of  Robert  Keiths 
commeadatary  of  Deer,  fon  to  William  the  6th  Earl  Ma- 
rilcfaaL  Hp  left  no  male-iSue,  and  accordingly  his  eftatc 
devolved  on  George  Earl  Marifchal* 

The  abbey  has  been  an  estenfive  building,  but  is  now 
very  moch  m  ruins.  The  work  has  been  very  plain ;  the 
doors  and  windows  Coarfely  arched-  A  femicircular  pil- 
lar of  red  6eefione,  of  the  Doric  order,  has  been  lately  dif- 
covered,  clofe  ,by  the  wall;  in  the  infide  of  the  north  aide 
of  the  church.  Its  diameter  is  3-  feet  8  inches  :  only  5 
leet  of  the  (haft  remun.  Were  more  of  the  robhilh  clear- 
ed away,  it  is  probable  fimilar  pillars  might  be  found  in 
other  parte  of  the  building. 
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NUMBER    XXm. 
PARISH   OF    LEGERWOOD. 


(CouNTT  or  Berwick,  Stnod  or  Muss  avj>  Tkviot* 

SALE,  AND  PREftBTTEKr  OF  LaUDER)* 


Fr^m  Maieriab  commumicaieJ  hy'MiJfrs  Mvreat 
MiRTLE  if  this  Pari/b. 


Situation,  Extettt^  ife. 

THE  parifli  of  Legerwood  lies  in  the  (hire  of  Berwidt^ 
in  the  prefbytery  of  Lauder,  to  the  Synod  of  Merle 
ind  Teviotdale.  It  is  nearly  on  the  confine  between  Laa* 
derdale  «nd  the  Lammermuir-hills*  Immediately  arouiul 
it  are  the  pariihes  of  Gordon^  Earlfton,  (or  Elreflington), 
Melrofe,  Lauder,  Weftrutlier.— It  is  an  area  of  about  three 
miles  in  length  by  two  and  a  half  in  breadth,  or  of  nearly 
efght  fqtiare  miles.  It  confifts  of  an  aflemblage  of  hiUs» 
gently  rifing  to  a  coniiderable  height  from  the  eaftem  bank, 
of  the  Leader.  Anciently,  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
thefe  hills^  and  the  intermediate  glens,  and  all  the  circam- 

j^cemR 


jtmat  country,  were  covered  thiclc  with  wood.  The  Av 
konsy  the  Romans,  the  Anglb-Baxons,  the  PifiS|  the  Scol% 
ikiecefKveljpofleflbrs  of  thefe  xegiona,  cooltiiiied  hj  degmcs 
the  greater  part  of  the  woods,  in  the  ravages  of  wair,  ia 
opening  ]»flage$  through  the  conatry,  in  feel  and  domeftic 
uiies,  in  clearing  the  groond  for  cultivatioo.  TheViarflies 
and  the  flrata  of  peat-earth  like  wife  evince,  that  much  of 
the  ftandiBg  timber  was  anciently  fuffiered  to  grow  to  de- 
cay, tofidl  down,  add  to  moulder  away  on  the  groond 
irfaere  it  had  been  produced.  -Here,  as  in  almoft  eirecy 
other  pan  of  Scotland,  the  dfeftrudion  of  the  nattre  woods 
appears  to  have  been  fucceeded  on  the  hilly  grounds  by  tho 
growth  of  heath,  on  the  lower  and  flat  traAs  by  the  ftag-^ 
nation  of  water,  and  by  mbfles  and  water-pbnts.  Snch 
was  the  general  afpeA  of  the  lands  of  this  pariih,  except 
cm  fome  narrow  fields  around  the  Jbrm-fleads,  till  it  was 
happily  changed  by  the  cultivation  of  the£e  laft  30  or  40 
years. 

Sail. — On  the  lower  declivities  of  the  hills,  and  in  the 
narrow  vales  dividing  them,  the  foil  b.  commonly  a  deep 
ftratom  of  blackifli  mould,  compcrfied  of  fand  from.commi- 
outed  fragments  of  the  adjacent  rocks,  of  the  ezuvis^  and 
remains  of  decayed  vegetables,  and  of  oik  and  &lts  frotai 
the  atmofphere  and  from  manures.  On  the  cultivated  up- 
lands the  ftratum  of  the  foil  is  more  (hallow,  and  is  of  a  ted- 
^  diib  colour,  as  containing  a  larger  ihare  of  fiony  matter 
from  the  rocks,  and  a  fmaller  proportion  of  vegelaUa 
llioiild.  The  marflies  prefent  deep  ftrata  of  pea^earth,  of 
Which  the  appearance  and  qualities  are^  fufficiently  known. 
Its  compofitiOn  is  evidently,  where  it  is  the  moft  perfed, 
firom  the  remains  of  decayed  Hgneous  vegetables,  with  the 
ooeafional  intesmiature  ^f  a  portion  of  the  remains  of  gnt- 
niiaeoos  vegetablea,  and  fometimes  of  a  little  iand.    Some* 
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dmes,  by  the  efficacy  of  its  fevenl  ingredieiitSy  Tegetablct 
of  all  forts,  and  even  other  fuhftanm,  are  long  prefienrei 
£rom  decay  in  fuch  beds  of  geat-earth,  Henoe  are  the 
trunks,  not  only  of  oaks,  but  alfo  of  other  trees,  often  foandt 
nnconfomed  and  f refli  amidft  ftrata  of  this  earth ;  and 
hence  the  grafles,  which  often  appear  in  a  ftate  of  good 
prefervation,  in  peats  of  a  light,  fpungy  confiftency.  The 
chemical  conftituents  of  pore  peat-earth,  are  plainly,  car- 
bone  or  pure  coal,  oib  of  di&rent  forts,  the  refinoos  ez> 
trad  of  vegetables,  and  fimple  earth.  On  the  dry  heathy 
heights  in  this  parifli,  the  foil  is  commonly  a  thin  layer  af 
gravel,  of  peat-earth,  or  of  both  together. 

Ciimaie^^AM  to  climate,  the  (hows  and  frofis  of  winter 
adhere  fometimes  perhaps  a  little  longer,  and  with  fome* 
what  more  feverity,  than  in  the  more  fouthem,  lower  ly* 
ing,  and  more  richly  cultivated  lands  of  the  Merfe  ^  by  the 
relative  highneis  of  its  fituation,  too,  this  parifli  is  not  a 
little  ezpofed  to  the  winds  and  rains  of  fpring  and  aatunmi 
and  where  the  foil  is  thin  and  dry,  its  vegetation  is  liable 
to  be  parched  by  the  droughts  of  fummer.  In  the  end  of 
April  1795,  the  progreis  of  the  labours  of  fpring  was 
nearly  eight  days  later  here  than  on  the  low  grounds  of 
Mid-Lothian. 

Di/iafis.'^The  difeafes  with  which  the  inhabitants  of 
thb  parifli  are  liable  to  be  affiified  are,  the  epidemical  dii^ 
eafes  common  through  the  whole  kingdom,  fmaU-poz, 
meafles,  &c.  and  thofe  other  diftempers  which  are  ufiially 
thought  to  be  produced  by  esoeffive  toil,  and  by  nnfeafon* 
able  ezpofure  to  a  cdd  and  humid  atmofphere,  fever,  coo^, 
catarrh,  rheumatifm,  confumption,  l^e*  They  are  meo- 
tf  ooed  in  this  place,  becaufe  there  is  believed  to  be  always 

an 


of  Legerufoia.  487 

«Q  intifflate  eoimefixon  between  the  difeafts  prevalent  ia 
mnj  diftridy  and  the  nature  of  its  climate. 

Wild  Animals, — The  wild  animals  of  this  parifh  are  not 
BOW  numerous.  The  fox  fometimes  infefls  the  iheep-pa* 
fiures.  Hares  are  plentiful.  Thofe  little  milchievous  qua* 
drupeds,  which  prey  upon  poultry,  have  not  yet  been  whol- 
ly exterminated.  The  houfes,  barns,  and  barn-yards  are 
act  free  from  mice  and  rats.  Adders,  although  rare,  are 
ibmetimes  feen  balking  among  the  heath,  in  the  warm  days 
of  fummer.  The  rivulets  afford  trouts.  The  trads  covered 
withheatht  are  frequented  by  muirfowls,  and  the  corn-fields 
are  haunted  by  partridges.  During  the  long- continued  and 
intenfe  feverities  of  the  winter  X  794-5,  many  of  thefe  wild 
animals  periihed  by  cold  and  hunger,  and  many,  in  the  ex- 
treme weakneis  to  which  they  were  reduced,  became  an 
eaiy  prey  to  whoever  chofe  to  purfue  them.  Ope  gentle* 
man  had  a  number  of  hares  taken  alive,  which  he  con- 
fined in  an  apartment,  and  fed  plentifully  with  com  till  the 
bow  began  to  di&ppear,  then  generoufly  fet  them  at 
liberty. 

Numhir  of  Iniab^anis^^^Tht  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  pariOi  has  increaled,  in  proportion  as  its  cultiva* 
tion  has  been  extended  and  improved.  In  the  year  1755, 
the  population  of  Legerwood  was  ftated  to  Dr  Webfter  to 
aoioont  to  398  fouk.  It  is  inhabited  at  prefent  by  41a 
perfoos  in  all,  of  both  fexes,  and  of  every  age  and  condi« 
lion* 

/r#nVori.— 'Among  thefe  ordinary  inhabitants,  is  Only 

one  of  the  hereditary  proprietors  of  the  lands,  Major  Shil« 

linglaw  of  BirkhiUfide.    The  other  heritors,  fix  in  number^ 
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^  Marquis  of  Tweeddale, Kerr,  Ef^of  Marayftaiit 

G.  Innes,  Efq;  of  Stow,  John  Spottifwood,  £fq;  of  Spot- 
tifwood,  Captain  Orde  of  Eaft  Morajilon,  are  Don-re&- 

Farmers. — ^The  whole  lands  of  the  parifli  are  divided 
into  17  farms,  large  or  fmall,  which  are  oocopied  bj  as 
manj  different  farmers.  Thefe  fiumers,  and  the  hinds,  la- 
bourers and  fhepherds  in  their  fervice,  with  their  refpeftivc 
jfamilies,  compofe  almoft  the  whole  population. 

Hujhandry. — ^Hufbandry  b,  then,  almoft  the  onlj  mode 
of  induArjr  purfued  here.  Until  within  thefe  lad  50  jcais, 
the  farmers  of  Legerwood  were  almoft  cxclufivelj  graziers 
•ad  fliepherds.  What  little  tillage  they  carried  on,  for  the 
"pnrpofe  of  raifing  bread*com  for  the  immediate  fupplj  of 
their  own  families,  was  upon  a  plan  of  agriculture  which 
has  fince  appeared  to  have  been  extremely  unikilful.  The 
ground  was  broken  up  with  a  fallow;  three ^fucceffive 
crops  of  oats  were  then  raifed  upon  it  \  after  this,  it  was 
left  for  eight  or  nine  years  unploughed,  that  it  might,  in 
this  period  of  ceflation,  recruit  its  exhaufted  fertility. 

At  length,  as  a  more  enlightened  and  indufirious  agricul- 
ture began  to  advance,  with  its  improvements  from  the 
f9Uthem  diftci£(s  of  Berwickshire,  northwards,  through  the 
yoft  of  Scotland  \  the  farmers  of  Legerwood  were  by  degrea 
convinced,  that  even  as  graziers  they  ihould  be  greatly 
gainers  by  a  more  extenfivp,  and  a  more  fkilfuUy  conduced 
tillage.  They  adopted,  one  after  another,  that  rotation  of 
crops  which  ft  ill  prevails  in  the  parilh.  The  fallow  is  dif- 
u&d  ;  ley  is  for  the  two  firft  years  after  it  has  been  broken 
up,  ibwn  with  oats ;  on  the  third  year  it  is  manured  with 
dung,  and  fown  with  turnip-feed,  or  with  peafe,  if  dung  be 
wanting  for  manure  \  yet  a  fourth  year,  the  fame  field  is 
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yloagbedy  and  the  feed  ia  now  oata  or  barley^  with  grals- 
leeda.  Where  the  foil  is  light  and  thin,  only  three  fnc- 
ceflive  crops  are  raifed  upon  it ;  the  fec(»id  of  the  crops  of 
oats  above  mentioned  being  here  omitted.  After  this  ro- 
tation of  crops,  the  field  reoutins  unploughed,  till  the  grafles, 
of  which  the  feeds  were  mixed  with  the  laft  feed  of  barlej 
or  oats,  begin*to  be  exterminated  from  the  fward,  and  the 
sative  heath  and  bog-grafles  to  be  nnfeafonably  renewed. 

The  manoret  employed  in  thefe  procefles  of  agriculture 
-are  fblely  dung,  as  is  above  mentioned,  Sind  lime,  imported 
from  Mid-Lothian.  The  ^lung  from  the  ftalls  of  the  cattk 
is  carefully  accumulated  in  the  farm-yard,  and  is,  in  the 
proper  feafon,  conveyed  thence  to  be  fpread  upon  the  fields 
under  tillage ;  or  the  cattle  are  at  times  folded  in  the  fields, 
fb  as  to  manure  the  ground  of  the  fold  as  they  drop  their 
dung,  without  farther  care  on  the  part  of  the  owners,  than 
that  of  removing  the  fold  occafionally  from  one  fituation 
to  aoother.  The  diflance  of  the  lime  kilns  of  Mid-Lothian 
would  reader  lime  an  enormoufly  expenfive  article  of  ma- 
nure to  the  farmers  of  Legerwood  and  its  neighbourhood, 
were  it  not  that  grain  and  other  things  are  ufually  carried 
to  Dalkeith  market,  in  the  carts  which  return  loaded  with 
lime.  Fields  xrovered  deep  with  ftrata  of  peat-earth  are 
often  quickened  by  the  manure  of  lime  to  amazing  ferti- 
lity. Where  the  foil  is  of  fufficient  depth,  dung  often  pro- 
educes  an  exceffive  luxuriancy  of  crop,  in  which  the  vcge- 
-cadon  is  wafted  in  ftraw  and  empty  ears. 

The  foil  of  many  parts  of  thefe  lands  does  not  want 
ftreogth  Toflkient  for  the  produAion  of  wheat ;  but  a  pre- 
▼ions  Mow  would  generally  be  neceffary,  in  confequence 
of  which  there  would  be  but  one  crop  obtained  in  the  courfe 
of  two  years ;  and  no  one  crop  of  wheat  would  be  equal  in 
ermine  to. two  crops  of  oats,  barley,  or  turnips. 
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Potatoes  are  cultivated  in  confiderable  quantities  io  this 
pari(h»  as  over  the  reft  oT  Scotland  ^  hot  do  not  enter  inva- 
riably into  the  rotation,  and  are  not  in  anj  peculiar  degree 
a  favourite  article  of  crop. 

Various  Ibrts  of  feed-oats  have  been  tried  here.  Blainf- 
It  J  oats  and  red  oats  are  the  two  fpecies  the  moft  generally 
fown.  Red  oats  are  found  to  fucceed  peculiarly  well  on 
the  foil  and  in  the  climate  of  Legerwood  ;  yielding,  at  an 
average,  eight  bolb  in  the  hundred  of  larger  increafe  than 
any  other  fort  of  feed  oats ;  thickening  furprifingly  on  the 
field  as  they  grow  up,  from  a  thin  fowing ;  enduring  the 
autumnal  winds  with  comparatively  little  ihaking  of  the 
ears ;  affording  the  befi  draw  ;  and  giving,  in  meal,  half  a 
(lone  more  from  the  boll  of  rough  corn,  than  the  Blainfley 
oats  yield. 

Bat  turnips  are,  above  all  others,  the  favourite  article  of 
jcrop.  They  are  precious,  as  green  food,  equally  to  ihcep 
and  black  cattle  during  winter ;  the  manure  and  culture 
neceflary  to  produce  a  crop  of  turnips,  ferve  admirably  to 
prepare  the  field  for  the  cultivation  and  produce  of  the  en- 
fuing  year ;  the  wafte  of  the  turnips  that  remains  uncon- 
fumed  by  the  cattle,  forms  alfo  a  rich  manure  to  the  ground 
on  which  they  are  fcattered. 

Horfes  are  the  only  beafts  of  draught  or  burdenoemploy- 
ed  in  this  parilh.  All  the  implements  of  huftandry,  carts, 
ploughs,  harrows,  i^c*  are  of  the  moft  advantageous  con- 
ftrufiion  known  in  the  county.  A  double  plough  for  tur- 
nips, the  invention  of  Mr  Paterfon,  and  formed  to  be  drawn 
by  one  or  two  horfes,  is  alfo  in  ufe  here,  and  is  found  to 
afford  a  very  convenient  abridgment  of  labour.  Two 
threfhing-machines  have  been  already  ere&edin  this  pariib, 
and  there  is  a  third  about  tp  be  fet  up  in  the  prefcnt  fum- 
mer  (1795),  at  the  firft  coft  of  from  L.60  to  L.  100  Ster- 
ling. But  this  expence  is  quickly  repaid  by  the  laving  of 
labour,  which  is  obtained  from  the  ufe  of  the  threihing- 
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maehine^  Here  are  two  coro-mills,  which  are  in  part  fup- 
ported  by  the  reftr lotions  of  thirlage  upon  the  lands  of  the 
parlfli.  Happilj,  modes  of  mutual  accommodation  have 
been  generallj  adopted  between  the  farmers,  the  millers, 
and  the  landholders,  which  prevent  thefe  reftridlions  from 
being  felt  as  intolerably  grievous.  The  ploughmen  in  this 
parifh  are  eminently  dexterous  and  fkilful.  Three  fmiths 
and  two  joiners  perform  that  work  in  wood  and  iron,  which 
is  requifite  to  repair,  from  time  to  time,  the  implements  o£ 
farm-labour,  Uc, 

Yet,  however  fkilful  and  induArious  the  agriculture  of 
Legerwood,  even  a  ftrangcr  might  judge,  at  a  firft  afped, 
that  the  feeding  and  fattening  of  fheep  and  black  cattle  are 
the  primary  objeAs  of  the  induftr j  of  the  farmers  of  this 
pariih, 

Inclofurest  Roads^  Wf. — ^No  inconfiderable  portions  of 
the  lands  ftill  lie  here  and  there  in  undrained  marihes,  or 
are  bleakly  covered  with  their  native  barren  heath.  Here 
is  a  general  want  of  inclofures ;  and  thofe  which  appear 
are  chiefly  turf-dikes ;  for  indeed  the  climate,  and  the  nib- 
bling of  the  iheep,  are  unfavourable  to  the  thriving  of 
hedges ;  and  flones,  for  fione  walls  of  any  kind,  are  ex- 
tremely fcarce.  Except  in  two  or  three  inftances,  the  pa- 
ri(h  bye-roads  are  in  a  very  indiflerent  flate.  The  uplands 
and  flopes  are  bare  of  wood,  as  in  thofe  wild  fcenes  into 
which  the  improvements  and  decorations  of  cuUivation 
have  not  yet  been  admitted. 

jinimal  Stock.^^Tht  hoffes  and  other  animals  maintained 
on  thefe  farms  are  numerous.  An  hundred  and  fix  horfes, 
old  and  young,  are  kept  for  the  faddle  or  the  draught,  and 
to  fttpply  the  gradual  wafte.  The  iheep  are  no  fewer  than 
3769.  The  black  cattle  are  at  prefent  559  -,  aud  here  are 
50  fwine. 

The 
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The  iheep  are  of  a  breed  from  Northnmberlaad,  viIq- 
•ble  alike  for  mutton  and  for  wool.  Tliey  are  anniiallj 
£meared  with  butter  and  tar,  mingled  io  the  proportion  of 
four  pounds  of  butter  to  one  pint  of  tar.  They,  equally 
with  the  black  cattle,  feed  in  winter  on  hay  and  turnips^ 
and  in  fummer  find  their  food  on  the  open  paftores. 

Groft  yearly  Prod9fee.^lIpon  ihcfe  lands,  withthisllock» 
and  by  thefe  modea  of  maaagement  and  cultivatioo,  the 
farmers  of  Legerwood  {umi(h  a  gro&  annual  produce  of 
6000  bolls  of  com,  worth  L.  4500     o    o 

Wool,  to  the  value  of  -  ,  400     o    o 

Sheep  fold.  •  .  1300     o    o 

Black  cattle,  »  -  1070     o*  0 

In  their  total  value,  -  L.  7270     o    o 

Tiarty  Confumption  and  Expince^'^J^X.  of 
this  grofi  value  rents  are  to  be  paid  to  the 
amount  of  -  -  L.  2430    o    o 

The  poor  are  fufiained  by  an  afieflment  of  30     o    o 

The  pariih  roads  are  repaired  and  extended  by 
an  affeflment  of  •  -  25     o    0 

The  expences  of  labour,  of  feed  and  manure, 
of  the  renewal  of  the  animal  (lock,  and  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  families  of  the  far- 
mers, coft  annually        -  -  3785     o    0 

L.  5270    o    o 

2COO      O      O 


L.  7270     o    o 

Surplus  0/ the  yearly  Pro<&ff.— Tlius,  of  the  grot  pro- 
duce of  the  lands,  there  remains,  after  the  deduftion  of 
thefe  vaxious  items  of  annual  expenditure,  only  the  fum  of 
L.  aooo  as  a  compenfation  for  the  toil  and  ikiUul  manage* 
meat  of  the  fiffmexs;  as  intercft  upoo  the  value  of  their 
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noperifiitiig  flock  ;  as  a  gradual  repayment  of  that  pent  of 
their  ftock  which  is  fonk  in  improvements  upon  the>  lands  ^ 
and  as  clear  profits  upon  the  various  bar^ins  of  lale  and: 
purchafe  which  they  tranfaft  in  the  courfe  of  the' year  •; 

This  would  appear  no*  vecy  confiderahle  retiini|>  if  w«^ 
fhould  compare  it  with  the  valne  of  the  Oocb  and  laboor* 
by  which  it  is  produced ;  and- again,  with- the  pmfits  whichr 
the  fame  quantity  of  ftock  and  labour  would  afford  in  feve* 
ral  departments  of  trade  and  manufaftures.  Yet  it  *  exhi« 
bits,  in  no  unpleafing  light,  the  advanuges  which  attend* 
the  pro&cution  of  agriculture,  where  the  huibandman  is* 
encouraged  by  a  kafe  fufficiently  long,  and  reafonable  in 
its  terms,  to  lay  out  his  fortune  freely  in  the  cultivation  of 
bis  &rm,  and  to  exert  upon  it  all  his  induftry  and  inge* 
nuity.  For  moft  of  the  Unds  in  this  parilh  are  polleflisf 
by  the  tenants  upon  long  and  eafy  leafes,  which  have  given- 
great  encouragement  to  bold  and  ezpenfive  agricultund 
improvements.  By  this  management,  the  landhotders  are 
perhaps  ftill  more  highly  gainers  than  their  tenants;  be- 
caofe,  in  rhejlrfi  place,  rents  that  are  eafily  made  out  of 
the  lands,  are  pundually  paid,  without  deficiency  or  liti- 
gation ;  and,  in  tht  Jecond  place,  becaufe  the  valiie  of  Idnds 
is  much  more  rapidly  augmented  in  thefe  eircumfiance?, 
than  in  the  cafe  of  Ihort  leaftiS  and  racked  rents. 

/TjWi.— The  circumflances  of  the  country,  and  the  ge« 
nerofity  of  the  farmers,  are  fuch  as  to  reward  the  toil  of 
the  hinds,  or  labourers,  in  this  parifli,  with  a  very  liberal 
ihare  of  the  produce  of  the  lands;  Married  are  almoft  al- 
ways preferred  to  unmarried  male-fervants,  {hepherds,  or 
ploughmen.  They  are  fettled  in  fhug  cottages  on  the  farms 
to  which  they  for  the  time  refpefiively  belong.     In  grain, 

money, 

•  It  it  even  probable,  tbtt  many  other  funis  of  unalccrtaiocd  expence 
matt  be  deduced  from  (his  fun  of  L.  20?o  before  the  clear  pro6t  mdy 
Iboold  remain. 
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mantjf  and  other  articles  for  their  fupport  or  accommoda- 
tioDf  tbej  receive  an  yearly  wage,  varying  with  circum- 
ftances  from  L.  15  to  L.  ao  Sterling.  Befides,  each  hind, 
poffeffing  a  cottage,  is,  at  the  fame  time,  obliged  to  fumiih 
to  his  landlord  and  employer,  a  female-labourer,  his  wife, 
daughter,  or  fervant,  to  work  occafionallj  throughout  the 
jear  for  the  hire  of  8  d.  a-day. 

Markets /or  Exports. — Of  the  grain,  pcafe,  wool,  oxen 
and  iheep  annually  produced  in  this  pariih,  the  owners,  af- 
ter referying  thofe  portions  which  are  necefTary  for  the  va- 
rious ufes  of  domeftic  confumption,  fell  the  reft  to  dealers, 
whorefort  hither  to  purchafe  them,  or  export  them  forfale 
to  the  markets  of  Dalkeith  and  Kelfo.  The  wool  is  com- 
monly purchafed  by  or  for  woollen-manufafhirers  from 
England,  Galalhieb,  or  Peterhead.  Some  iheep  of  that 
97^t  at  which  they  are  termed  iogs^  and  a  few  black  cattle, 
are  occafionally  fold  into  England,  But,  for  grain  of  all 
forts,  for  oxen,  cows,  and  iheep,  Dalkeith  is  the  ordinary 
and  principal  market.  Formerly  here,  and  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, were  feveral  dealers  in  meal,  who  purchaibg 
the  com  from  the  farmers,  manufaAuied  it  into  meal  for 
the  markets  of  Kelfo,  Lauder,  and  Dalkeith.  At  prefent, 
the  two  millers  of  the  parifh  ilill  continue  very  properly 
to  deal  as  meal-mongers ;  but  moil  of  the  grain  is  exported 
unground. 

Imports.'^-^As  to  the  requifite  imports  of  coals,  lime,  gro- 
cer's goods,  draper's  goods,  hardware,  ftationer's  goods,  Ifc. 
thefe  are  all  obtained  from  Kelfo,  Lauder,  Dalkeith,  and 
Edinburgh.  Kelfo  affords  the  beft  and  moft  convenient 
market  for  butchers  meat.  Lauder  is  the  neareft  poft- 
town,  but  too  fmall  a  place  to  ferve  to  any  coniiderable  ex- 
tent as  a  market.    An  attetnpt  which  is  now  made  to  find 

coals 


of  Legerwood.  495 

coals  on  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale's  eftate,  near  Blackfluells, 
if  fuccefsfuU  will  fumifh  a  confiderablj  nearer  market  for 
this  article  of  fuel,  than  thofe  coal^works  immediatelj.a- 
round  Dalkeith  and  Edinburgh,  from  which  it  b  at  pre- 
ient  procured. 

Houfes. — Here  are,  at  Corlbie,  at  Weftmorajfton,  and 
at  Whitflade,  three  ancient  towers,  monuments  of  that  date 
of  the  arts  and  manners  of  our  anceftors^  in  which,  faving 
eccleiiailical  edifices,  there  were  no  buildings  in  this  coun- 
try, but  the  fortrels  and  the  cottage  \  and  in  which,  all  the 
accommodation  that  was  fought  in  a  houfe,  was  barelj 
{belter  and  fecurity.  The  prefent  dwelling-houfes  are 
difperfed  over  the  farms ;  only,  on  the  farm  of  LegerwObd 
(proper),  is  there  fuch  an  aiTemblage  of  houfes  together,  as 
compofes  a  hamlet,  or  incipient  village.  The  houfes  of  the 
farmers  are  commonly  of  two  ftories  in  height,  handfomely 
and  comfortably  fitted  np  within,  with  a  fquare  of  office- 
hou&s  and  a  kitchen-garden  contiguous,  and  having  flocks 
of  poultry  feeding  round  them.  The  houfes  of  the  hinds 
are  dry,  fnug,  and  comfortable,  affording  to  thefe  honeft 
labourers  better  domefiic  accommodation  than  the  greateft 
noblemen  enjoyed  five  or  fix  centuries  ago,  in  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  fpacious  of  thofe  caftles,  the  ruins  of  which  we 
flill  admire. 

Manners^  lie. — ^The  inhabitants  of  this  pariih  appear  to 
be  in  general  healthy,  fober,  virtuous,  induftrioos,  and  in- 
telligent. Except  about  40  DilTenters,  they  are  all  con- 
tent with  the  religious  inftrudtion  to  be  received  in  their 
pariflx-church  \  the  minifter  of  which  enjoys  a  living  of 
about  L.  90  Sterling  in  yearly  value,  with  a  manfe  and  a 
glebe*  The  children  of  the  hinds  are  carefully  fent  to  the 
parilh-fchool,  to  le^rn  readmg,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the 
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•fiift  ptjadfkk  ef  rdigion ;  the  pariih^lclioolmafter  eojojiag, 
tefide  the  iwiigcs,  afthryof  JLxi  :6:  8  Scerliag.  The 
JumeiBABe  esaUed  toigm  their  chiUien  all  the  real  ad- 
Twaragfifffrf  irhar  it  nfiirM j  rrlM  r  iVfirV  ^nr fr^rr  Moft 
of  the  articles  of  dreb  ufed  here  are  imported*  not  maim- 
fiAnred  withio  the  parifli.  Here  are  two  or  three  tailorif 
«ad  one  weairer—- The  kngaage  of  this  pariih  having/  for 
thefe  laft  I9C0  years,  been  chiefly  Saxon,  b  at  prefent, 
mkii  that  fpokcn  diroogh  all  Berwiekflure  and  in  Northnm- 
batltnd,  morefabBaatially  Saxon  than  die  language  of  any 
either  dtftrift  m  Gveat  Britain.  Tlie  names  of  phees  in 
this  parifli  are  all,  or  almoft  all,  purely  Saxon  :  As,  £ar  in- 
ilance,  Ligtrwood^  fignffying  piecifely,  tbtbolhw  umod^  or 
^i»^Mlow  fhet  im  tbt  woodf  and  accurately  expreffive  of 
^e  fitoation  of  the  hrm  which  bears  the  name,  and  com- 
-municates  it  to  the  pariih:  CwJ^^  quafi  Caer^hu^  tbt 
CaJ^^  a  name  compoonded  from  a  Brittfli  and  a  Saxon 
word,  haying  both  the  (ame  fignification,  fb  that  there  was 
probably  a  Roman  ftation  here,  before  the  Anglo-Sazoos 
eame  into  the  ifland :  Jooir,  Hft  Ufper  Farmy  or  DwdUg^, 
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Origim  tf  iii  Ifamu 

npHERE  wts  ao  efUbliihment  for  the  Templars,  or  Red 
^    Frian,  made  in  this  place  bj  King  David  I.  of  Scot- 
land ;  hence  the  name  of  the  pariiL 

5//»af lon.^— Temple  lies  xx  Englilh  miles  fouth  from 
Edintorgh.  That  port  of  the  parilh  iivhich  u  fitnated  itt 
tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  the  church,  is  bounded  on  the  S« 
and  S.  W.  by  the  county  of  Tweeddale ;  on  the  W.  by 
the  pariih  of  Pcnnycnik ;  on  the  N.  W.  and  N.  by  the  pa- 
rilb  of  Primrofe  \  on  the  N.  £•  and  £•  by  the  pariih  of 
fiorthwick ;  and  on  the  S.  E.  by  that  of  Heriot.  Its  great- 
eft  length  may  be  about  9  miles,  and  its  greateft  breadth  5. 
Bot  befides  this,  there  is  another  part  of  the  pi^rifli,  lying 
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four  EngliOi  miles  to  the  .eaft  ward,  quite  detached  by  a  part 
of  the  parifh  of  Bortbwick,  and  infulated  bj  the  parifheg 
of  Borthwick  and  Newbattle.  It  coDfifis  of  about  300 
acres  of  da  j  foil.  I  do  not  know  how  it  became  annexed 
to  this  parifh* 

Cltmaie.^^From  the  fituation  the  air  is  cold  i  the  Croft 
fets  in  carlj  in  the  feafon,  and  continues  late  in  the  fpringi 
at  other  times  the  air  is  damp,  occafioned  by  the  hilb  atr 
tra6ting  the  fbowers,  and  tiie  mob  retaining  the  m<nftare. 
So  much  is  this  the  cafe,  that  the  parifh  never  fiiiRnrs  firom 
want  of  rain,  yet  the  people  are  in  general  healthy, 

SoUs. — ^The  arable  part  of  the  infield  land  confifls  of  h^% 
foil»  chiefly  dry  and  iharp,  upon  a  gravel  bottom ;  the 
pther  parts  of  the  parifh  confift  of  land  of  the  fiune  quali- 
fies ;  of  mofTy  land  of  from  three  inches  to  two  feet  deep 
of  mo&,  chiefly  wet,  upon  a  clay  or  gravel  bottom ;  and 
of  marfhy  land,  the  foil  of  which  is  a  mixture  of  day  and 
land,  upon  a«  bottom  of  tnob,  or  clay,  or  gravel. 

fofjulation  and  Price  of  Labour.-^Tht  number  of  Ibqls, 
jErom  a  lifl  taken  in  17931  ^^  593^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^ 
diminifhed,  from  the  coal  not  being  wrought  now  upon  the 
lands  of  Stobs,  the  property  of  James  Dewar,  Efq;  of  Vo* 
grie ;  but  there  is  a  profpe£t  of  the  number  being  again 
filled  up,  from  a  manufa^ure  being  about  to  be  eftaUifhed 
an  the  fame  place.  Like  other  |>arifhes  in  fimilar  fituations, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  has  greatly  decreased  within  40 
years*  Frofn  a  lifl  of  the  examinable  perfons,  or  of  thofe 
upwards  of  ei^ht  years  of  age,  taken  in  the  year  X773, 
their  n^mt^r  amounted  to  604  -,  and  in  the  year  1755,  ac« 
pording  to  Dr  Webfter's  fbtement,  their  number  amount- 
ed to  905. 
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An  avcra^  of  baptifms,  marriages,  and  funerals,  taken 
iot  xo  years  immediately  precediog  the  year  17339  from 
the  £eifion-rccords.  The  average  of 

Baptifms,  in  a  year,  was  314- 
Marriages,  —  —  6f 
Foaerals,        _        — .      33^ 

Pk'eceding  the  year  1794,  the  average  for  xo  years  o^ 
Baptifmsy    in  a  year,  was    154 
ManiageSy      —        —         li 
Funerals,        —        —      x6 

From  this,  the  decreafe  of  the  population  is  evident.  Ot 
the  pre&nt  inhabitants  there  is  but  a  fmall  proportion  Sp- 
eeders. The  people  in  general  are  quiet,  and  no  diihirbetd 
of  the  public  peace.  They  are  mofUy  employed  in  agri- 
culture and  pafturage.  The  fhepberds,  inftead  of  Wages,  ar6 
allowed  to  pafiure  a  certain  number  of  flieep,  along  with 
their  mailers  flock.  They  live  comfortably  in  their  way, 
and  not  unfrequently  make  a  little  money,  with  which  they 
are  (upported  in  the  decline  of  life,  by  employing  it  either 
in  buying  oats,  which,  when  made  into  meal,  they  fell,  of 
by  ufiog  it  in  fome  other  kind  of  fmall  traffick.  The  wa« 
ges  of  a  hind  or  cottager  may  amount  to  (ail  his  advanta« 
ges  confidered)  from  L.  10  to  L.  16.  His  wife  in  harveft 
works  for  the  cottage  they  live  in  \  and  all  his  family  capa- 
ble of  work,  are  obliged  to  labour,  on  being  paid,  for  tht 
£irmer,  when  he  needs  them.  The  wages  of  a  man-fer- 
vant,  who  eats  in  his  mafter's  houfe,  is  from  L.  5  to  L.  7 
in  the  year  ;  of  a  day-labourer,  from  is.  to  x  s.  1  d.  per 
day ;  of  women,  that  work  at  hay  or  turnip,  6  d.  per  day ; 
of  tradefmen,  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  1  s.  per  day.  Women  fer- 
Vantsget  frdm  L«  i,  5  s.  to  L.  a  in  the  half  year;  they 

have 
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have  more  wages  ia  fimmier  than  m  wtiiter»  fimm  the  d^ 
maiid  for  ewe-roiiken,  and  there  being  moce  employflfteat 
for  them  ia  the  field  at  that  (eafon. 

Landed  Property  and  Fari»n|f  w— The  jftoptrtj  of  tfaia 
pariih  is  chiefly  veiled  in  Dundas  of  Arnifion  and  Ekpbom 
of  Clerkingtofiy  the  valued  rent  of  the  two  remaining  heri- 
tors amounting  only  to  L.  439  z  $  t  6  Scots.  The  valued 
rent  of  the  whole  pariih  is  L.  4399*  xo  s.  Scots. 

A  good  deal  has  heen  done  towards  indoling  the  ground^ 
and  in  improving  the  coontr j  by  plantations  of  trees,.  The 
proprietors  have  alfo  been  at  confiderable  pains  and  ei^ 
pence  to  fecond  the  natural  tendency  of  the  foil  to  paftn^ 
rage»  and  have,  with  this  view,  laid  out  much  of  their  beA 
land  in  grals-fields,  cultivated  in  a  foperior  ftyle,  and  which 
now  make  great  returns.  But  till  of  late,  the  formers 
have  ihown  no  fpirit  for  improvement.  Six  years  agc^ 
none  of  them  but  one  raifed  tumipi  and  ten  years  ago  none 
of  ihem  but  one  raifed  clover  and  rye-grais.  Since  thefe 
periods,  however,  coofiderable  progreis  has  been  made,  aa 
will  appear  by  the  fubjoined  lift  of  cattle,  fed  upon  turnip. 
Much  of  the  land  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  turnips 
and  potatoes,  and  for  raifing  crops  of  hay,  and  thefo^  modes 
of  cultivation  will  probably  become  more  extenfive  and 
perfe&,  when  the  roads  through  the  pariQi  ihall  be  made 
good  and  eafy  for  conveying  the  produce  of  the  foil  to 
market.  The  other  crops  raifed  are  barley  and  bear,  oats 
and  peafe.  The  bailey  is  raifed  in  the  lower  part  of  th« 
pari(h|  and  fold  to  brewers  and  diflillers  at  the  liars  of  the 
county.  The  bear  is  raifed  in  the  higher  part,  and  fold  to 
the  fame  perfons  at  the  ad  or  3d  fiars.  The  oats  fown 
here  are  the  common  oats  of  the  country,  known  by  the 
name  of  Blanflie  oats,,  and  red  oats,,  that  anfwer  well  in  our 
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Cold  climate  aponfirong  Uad  only*.  A  few  Caniwath  oats 
are  alfo  fown  here,  thej  are  about  xo  days  earlier  than  the 
oommoQ  oat8»  and  produce  a  greater  quantity  both  of  oafs 
andftrawopon  bad  land  than  either  of  the  other  kinda» 
bat  are  long  in  the  bo4y»  and  bulky.  When  fown  upon  good 
land,  they  produce  an  excellent  crop  of  good  grain.  The 
oats  are  either  fold  in  the  Dalkeith  n(iarket»  the  beft  grain 
market  in  Scotland^  or  made  into  meal  Sat  the  ufe  of  the 
farmer'^  family.  The  peafe  fown  are  either  the  late  feed^ 
the  Peebles  and  MagbiehiU,  or  Montgomery  peafe*  The 
laft  of  thefe  is  the  earlieft.  The  country  is  indebted  for 
diem  to  thp  late  Mr  Montgomery  of  Magbiehillt  they 
are  chiefly  made  into  meal,  and  ufed  in  the  &me  way. 
The  horfes  are  improved  in  fize  and  ftrength  ;  the  cattle, 
are  larger  and  better  formed  than  formerly ;  a  cow  feeda 
to  from  24  to  34  ftonesy  an  ox  to  from  30  to  46.  The 
breed  of  flieep  is  the  fame  which  has  long  prevailed  in  tht 
fouthem  diftrifb  of  Scotland,  vt%.  the  black-faced  and  grey-* 
faced  coarfe-woolkd  fheep.  They  are  much  better  •  boned^ 
from  fewer  being  kept  upon  the  fame  ground  than  former- 
ly, and  weigh,  when  fed,  from  10  lb*  to  26  lb.  a-quarter* 
As  many  iheep  are  reared  in  the  pariih,  they  are  difpofed 
of  in  the  following  manner '  Some  are  fold  when  la^bs 
to  the  butcher;  others  when  hogs,  or  of  one  year  old; 
others  as  fat  ewes ;  other  ewes,  when  lean»  at  Martinmas, 
for  feeding  or  keepbg ;  and  a  few  are  fold  young  wedders, 
or  three  years  old. 

The 

*  The  red  oats  hvn  been  I'vng  io  tlih  ronntr]r»  ani!  were  formerly 
kaowo  bf  the  name  et'  barley-corn .  They  were  brought  frgm  LiDtod, 
Preblesihire,  by  Mr  Ptwfun,  farmer  at  Frogdcn,  Roxbarghniirc,  and 
meliorated,  by  being  ibivn  upon  Lis  welUcuUivated  land.  They  were 
ia'rijduccd  lately  into  this  country  under  the  title  of  red  oau* 
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•  The iheep,  csttk,  and  horfin,  wet  neuijmieSLoiw : 
Stock  Ibeep,         -  6560      Stock  of  cattle,         331 

Sheep  grazed  and  fitted,  1700      Cattle  gtazed,  375 

Sheep  fed  on  tnniip,  170      Cattle  fed  on  tomip,  55 

Total  of  flieep,        -        8330      Total  of  cattle,  761 

Stock  of  horfes,  -  -  •  92 

Horfes  grazed,  «  -         .      -  27 

Total  of  hories,  ...  n^ 

P(0or^— The  poor  ara  fupported  finom  the  weeklj  col* 
kdioDs  at  the  church-door,  firom  mooej  arifing  firom  let- 
ting  out  mortdothsy  from  a  perquifite  upon  proclamationt 
for  marriage,  and  from  the  intereft  and  capital  of  a  fnm  of 
L.  126  that  had  been  colleAed  when  the  heritors  were  re- 
fident  in  the  parifli.  That  fum  is  fail  diminiihing,  there 
being  now  no  refident  heritors,  but  the  fmalleft,  who  is  a 
Seceder.  Subjomed  is  a  lift  of  the  receipts  and  diiburfe- 
ments  in,  the  years  1753  and  1793 : 

Receipts  in  1753,  -               -        L.  26    9  at 

Dtfl>ttrfements  ditto,  -                  24  16  8^ 

Receipts  in  X  793,  -                .            14  13  5 J 

Diiburfements  ditto,  •               24    a  ix 

The  difference  between  the  receipts  and  difbnrfements  in 
Z793  was  made  up  by  money  taken  from  the  capital  in  the 
preceding  year.  There  haye  been  no  beggbg  poor  in  the 
parifli  for  upwards  of  20  years* 

Ecclefiajlicat  Efiahlijbmeta.—T)\t  ecclefiaftical  efiabliih- 
ment  of  this  parifli  confided  origbally  of  three  chapels,  one 
at  Temple,  one  at  Clerkington,  and  one  at  Morphet.    The 
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patronage  of  the  firft  belonged  to  lands  the  property  of 
Dimdas  of  Arniftoni  and  that  of  the  other  two  to  lands  the 
property  of  Hepburn  of  Clerkington.  From  the  union  of 
tfaefe  chapek  arofe,  at  an  early  period,  the  prefent  pariih 
of  Temple  \  and  the  right  of  prefentation  to  it  has  followed 
that  of  the  original  eftablifhment,  Mr  Dundas  having  one 
vice  of  it,  and  Mr  Hepburn  two.  The  ftipend  is  paid 
partly  in  money  and  partly  in  grain,  and  amoonts  to  L.  8a, 
16  s.  8  d.  at  the  legal  rate  <rf  converting  grain  by  the  Court 
of  Teinds.  The  glebe  is  fmaU,  and  the  value  of  it  to  dm 
minifter  is  ftill  farther  dimimfhed,  by  the  arable  part  of  it 
being  at  a  diftance  from  the  manie,  and  unindofed.  The 
znanfe  is  an  old  houfe,  and  has  lately  undergone  a  partial 
repair.  The  church  is  an  old  Gothic  building,  isill  feated, 
and  very  cold  in  winter,  from  having  bad  doors,  and  no 
cieling. 

Jifanufa3uris.-^TheTt  has  as  yet  been  no  manufiiAnre 
carried  on  in  the  pariih ;  but  lately  a  company  from  Eng- 
land have  begun  to  bi^ld  a  mill  for  making  gun-powder. 
This  is  the  fi^  ere&ion  of  the  kind  in  Scotland. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    XXV. 
PARISH    OF    MORBATTLE, 


(CouKTT  or  Roxburgh,  Stvod  or  Mkms  akb  T^txot* 

^  DAXfEy  PKliUTXXRT  OF  KeUo)* 


fijf  a  Lov0r  tf  vfifn  Enjuinis, 


MANY  places,  on  both  fides  the  borders  of  Scotfand 
and  England,  received  their  prefent  names  from  war* 
like  exploits  that  took  place  dnring  the  unhappj  cooteft,  rcf 
ipeSing  the  independence  of  Scotland,  in  which  the  two 
nations  were  fo  long  engaged.  It  is  probable,  that  tho 
name  Morhatth  was  given  to  this  pariCh  at  that  period,  al* 
though  the  particular  circumftanoe  that  gave  rife  to  it  is 
BOW,  perhaps,  unknown.  The  parilh  is  boooded  on  the 
N.  by  Linton ;  on  the  E.  by  Yetholm ;  on  the  S.  by  Hon* 
nam ;  and  on  the  W.  by  Eckford. 

5/v^i.— The  principal  rivers  of  waters  in  the  pariih  are 
Bowmom  and  Kale^  in  both  of  which  the  ialmon  and  trout 
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afe  to  be  found.  The  falmon  in  thefe,  and  all  the  other 
itaters  in  this  diftri6t  of  the  count  j^  are  not  now  nearly  fo 
plenty  as  formerly  \  owing,  ic  is  believed,  to  the  cruives^ 
and  other  machineries  placed  in  the  Tweed,  a  little  abovo 
Berwick,  by  which  the  6ih,  in  theijr  paflage  up  the  river, 
are  intercepted  and  killed. 

f^f2&i^r.*-The  only  village  in  the  parifli  is  Morbattle* 
The  ground  upon  which  it  is  built  was,  not  very  many 
yeais  ago,  feued  out  by  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  for  the 
terms  of  nineteen  times  nineteen  years,  at  the  rate  of  L.  5 
per  acre  Englifli*  The  houfes,  which  are  moftly  of  one 
ftory  high,  and  covered  with  thatch,  are  built  and  kept  in 
repair  by  the  feuers.  About  380  acres,  adjoining  to  the 
village,  were,  till  of  late,  occupied  in  two  farms,  for  which 
was  paid  L.  64  of  rent  annually.  Thefe  farms,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  leafes,  were  parcelled  out  into  fmall  por- 
tions, as  might  bed  fuit  the  conveniency  of  the  feuers  in  the 
village.  They  are  now  fubdivided  into  about  26  fmall 
pendicles  or  paffles,  for  which  is  paid  of  yearly  rent  L.  330. 
The  greatefi  fubdivifion  pays  only  L«  aa,  10  s.  Sterling. 
The  rife  of  the  rent  of  this  land,  which  was  almofi  altoge^ 
ther  outfald  and  hilly,  is,  perhaps,  more  than  that  of  any 
other  part  of  the  parifh.  The  ground,  inftead  of  being 
rendered  worfe  by  the  fmall  occupiers,  is  much  improved* 
It  receives  a  confiderable  quantity  of  manure,  and  care  is 
taken  to  cuUivate  every  inch  of  it,  in  the  bed  manner  pof* 
Able.  Being  thus  improved,  it  is  extremely  ferviceable  in 
helping  to  fupport  many  induflrious  families.  This  viUagei 
when  the  accumulation  of  fmall  into  large  farms  took  place 
in  the  neighbourhood,  feafonably  afforded  a  comfortable  a- 
fylam  to  feveral  farmers  and  cottagers,  who  were  forced 
to  abandon  the  abodes  of  their  forefathers.  The  inhabi- 
tants, who  amount  to  about  200  fouls,  are  adive  and  in- 
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duftrioos.  Some  of  them  find  employment  in  workin§> 
their  horfes  and  carts,  in  a^icultural  operations;  freqiientlj 
in  carrying  lime  and  cQaU  to  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  \ 
and  aUb  in  cultivating  tne  fmall  pieces  of  land  they  have  in 
leafe,  without  which  tjiey  coold  not  fupport  their  horfes 
and  cows.  Some  of  the  villagers  are  day-labomvrs,  wbilft 
others  are  occupied  at  their  feveral  trades  and  handicrafts,  in 
the  cuftomary  work  of  thecountry*  The  leifure  hours  of  thefe 
tradefmen  are  laudably  filled  up  in  managiQg  their  fmall 
paffles,  and  kail-yards,  in  which  exercifes  they  find  a  more 
profitable  and  healthful  amufement,  than  they  could  pofliUy 
do  in  frequenting  alehoufes  or  barbarous  diverfioos,  a  praQ> 
tice  which  too  much  prevails  with  many  mechanics  in  fome 
of  the  great  manufafturing  diflrtds  of  Britain.  The  wo* 
men  are  employed  chiefly  in  fpinning  linen -yavn,  and  ma- 
naging  their  fmall  dairies,  principally  in  making  butter 
and  cheefe,  fome  little  of  which  is  ufually  carried  to  mar- 
ket. 

The  inhabitants,  by  thefe  means,  are  happily  removed 
from  the  direful  (late  of  abfolute  fervitude,  and  from  total- 
ly d(  pending  on  the  caprice  of  others.  They  have  a  fpor 
to  aftivity  and  induftry,  from  a  view  of  rendering  better 
their  circumftances  in  life.  This  esEcitement,  which  is  one  of 
the  flrongeft  principles  of  human  aftion  and  felicity,  would 
be  flill  ftronger,  had  they  an  opportunity  of  getting  in  leaie 
more  land  added  to  what  they  already  poiTefs,  in  proportion 
as  they  were  able  to  flock  and  manage  it,  or  were  fmall 
farms  to  be  got  in  the  neighbourhood.  Miferablo,  indeed, 
mud  that  clais  of  men  be,  who  are  deprived  of  thefe,  or  fi- 
roilar  excitements  to  a£tion.  The  fiate  and  manners  of 
fociety  (hould  every  where  be  fo  formed,  that  people  in  the 
ioweid  ftations  of  life  may  have  a  foundation  on  which  to 
tuild  their  hopes  of  advancing  their  circumftances  by  fru- 
^ity  and  induftry.    Such  a  view  of  their  condition  has  a 

great 
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great  tendency  to  call  forth  every  afdve  power  of  the  bu- 
tnan  nature ;  to  make  them  combat,  with  firmnefs,  everj 
Qppofition  that  may  occur,  and,  with  refolution  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way.  Animated  with 
fuch  a  profpe&,  they  will  early  acquire  habits  of  indufiry  : 
A  manly  fpirit  will  Simulate  the  whole  of  their  condud, 
and  naturally  lead  them  to  abhor  every  unworthy  purfuit : 
Succcfsy  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  will  crown  their  lau- 
dable endeavours.  A  condud^  and  a  refult  quite  the  re- 
verfe  muft  infallibly  chara6lerize  thofe  unhappy  creatures^ 
vrhofe  lot  in  fociety  precludes  them  the  hopes  of  ever  rai- 
fing  their  condition  above  that  of  mean  fervitude.  The 
depreffion  of  all  that  is  manly  in  the  foul ;  a  rooted  envy 
at  the  profperity  of  others,  which  they  can  never  attain ;  a 
chilling  profped  of  nothing  but  infignificancy,  obfcurity 
and  poverty  to  themfelves  and  their  ofispring ;  and  a  long 
train  of  other  evils,  are  the  natural  confequences  of  fuch  a 
forlorn  fituation.  Perfons  thus  deprefled  are  unavoidably 
capable,  and  frequently  willing  to  engage  in  the  mod  ini- 
quitous, bafe,  and  cruel  defigns.  To  prevent  any  clafs  of 
men  from  &lling  into  fo  deplorable  a  condition,  every  pre- 
caution ihould  be  taken  by  the  community.  Thb  ought 
efpecially  to  be  done  with  refpe£t  to  the  department  6f 
agriculture.  Encouragement  ihould  be  given  to  the  mean-^ 
eft  fervant  of  rifing  in  the  line  of  his  bulineis  till  he  become 
a  mafter.  And  are  there  not  many  knowing  and  wealthy 
Sirmers  in  Britain,  who  can  remember  the  time  when  they 
were  employed  in  the  lowed  fervice  of  hufbandry  ?  This 
eocouragement  is  indeed  held  out  to  mechanics,  and  to 
thofe  engaged  in  moft  other  purfuits  of  life  \  but  this  can 
hardly  be  laid  to  be,  at  prefent,  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to 
fmrmiiig,  in  thofe  dillri^,  where  large  farms  are  univer^ 
fally  adopted.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  efpecially 
mow  when  the  necefiaries  of  life  havt  ril'ea  to  ia  high  a 
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price,  that  a  common  fervent  can,  by  his  whole  iocoiBe  t# 
about  L.  15  a  jear,  matntaia  his  farotlj,  and  at  the  la.fKt 
time  acquire  as  much  money  as  is  reqoitite  to  ftcck  a  large 
farm.  He  and  his  offspring,  if  they  do  not  change  their 
profeflion,  muft  remain  for  ever  in  a  ftate  of  ierTitode, 
poor,  helpleis,  and  defpifed.  It  is  happily  otherwife  in  th<rfe 
places,  where  there  is  a  proper  mixture  of  great  and  (maB 
farms.  It  frequently  happens  that  a  fervaot«  by  a  few 
years  induftry  and  economy,  with  a  little  affiftance  from.  • 
friend,  accumulates  a  fum  that  enables  him  to  commence 
farmer  on  a  fmall  fcale.  In  this  new,  bat  more  advanced 
fituation,  he  exerts  himfelf  by  every  lawful  means  in  hia 
power ;  he  is  fpurred  on  by  a  laadable  emulation ;  and,  it 
the  expiration  of  his  leafe^  is  generally  able  to  quit  tlie 
fmall  and  enter  on  a  larger  farm.  Taught  by  this  gntdml 
progrefs  through  the  various  (lages  of  his  profeffion,  he  di> 
xcQs  with  (kill,  he  rules  with  moderation,  and  he  masagea 
with  economy.  Were  the  inhabitants,  in  fome  places  of 
the  ifland,  favoured  with  fuch  opportunities  of  rifing  in  the 
line  of  their  bu(ine{s,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  bnded 
interefi  would  find  their  profit  in  diminifliing  the  extent  of 
fome  of  their  farms.  That  it  was  not  alone  the  accumula- 
tion of  fmall  into  great  farms  that  bettered  the  condition  of 
fome  diflri£b,  but  in  a  great  meafure  the  happy  change 
rtiat  took  place  in  the  mode  of  hufbandry  and  farming,  is 
a  conjecture  that  may  fafely  be  ventured.  The  time  is, 
perhaps,  at  no  great  diftance,  when  proprietors  of  eftates 
will  find  it  as  much  their  intered  to  diminifh,  at  leaft,  fome 
of  their  farms,  as  they  formerly  imagined  they  did  by  en* 
larging  them. 

Heritors. — The  landed  property  of  Morbattle  is  fub- 
divided  amocgft  twelve  heritors ;  but  his  Grace  the  Duke. 
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rf  Roxburgh  has  by  far  the  lagged  portion.     None  of  the 
heritors  but  one  refide  on  their  properij  in  this  phce. 

PopmhUion^^^ti.%  the  increafe  of  the  village  is  fuppofed 
to  be  equal  to  the  depopulation  of  the  country  part  of  the 
parifliy  when  fmall  farms  were  annihilated,  the  pretent 
number  of  inhabitants  is  fuppofed  to  be  nearfy  the  &nie  as 
in  the  return  made  to  Dr  Webfter  in  175^9  which  was 
then  789. 

>Jfrfaifr»r<^— Little  more  than  one  fourth  part  of  the 
parifh  is  sit  prefent  under  culture.  It  is  certain,  hovv^ever, 
from  the  traces  of  the  plough  which  yet  remain  on  the 
higher  grounds,  that  much  more  of  this  and  the  adjacent 
country  was  anciendy  under  tillage  than  at  prefent.  It  ]» 
generally  believed,  that,  during  the  long  and  cruel  cooteft 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  a  great  portion  of  the  lands  on 
the  borders  were  kept  under  white  crops,  as  k  was  not  fo 
eafy  for  the  plundering  parties,  in  thefe  unhappy  tinoes,  to 
carry  off  crops  of  grain,  as  it  was,  had  the  land  been  io^ 
pafture,  to  drive  away  the  cattle.  The  drill  turnip  huC* 
bandry  is  carried  on  here  with  great  fpirit,  and  is  confideri- 
ed  as  one  of  the  chief  improvements  of  agriculture  in  thb 
country.  Large  fields  of  turnips  are  purchafed  by  the  gra- 
ziers for  feeding  off  with  (hetrp.  The  very  fmall  quantity 
of  lint  that  is  produced  in  the  pariih  is  roolUy  dreffed  or 
fcutched  by  the  hand  at  the  owner's  houfes. 

Manufatfura. — Artifans  and  tradefmea  are  &r  from 
being  numerous  in  the  parifli,  there  being  no  more  than  are 
neceflary  to  fupply  the  inhabitants  in  cidtomary  work,  in 
which  are  employed  4  weavers,  6  wrights  and  joiners, 
a  fmiths,  3  mafons,  5  tailors,  i  fhoemaker.  Tailors  con- 
tinue the  praAice  of  working  in  their  employers  houfes^ 

and 


5  zo  Statiftical  Accbunt 

•ad  receive  8  d*  a^dajy  and  their  viAaak.  Wri^its  hav» 
I  s.  a-day  and  vidoab,  or  x  a;  6  d.  without  them.  A  fiaaall 
quantity  of  linen-yam  is  fpnn,  fome  of  it  on  the  double- 
handed  wheel.  This  inftrament  was  introdnced  from  Ft&- 
Ihire  into  this  pariih  and  neighbourhood,  about  15  years 
Ago*  ^7  ^^  Morrifon^  wife  of  the  Reverend  David  Moni- 
foUy  minifter  in  the  Seceding  meeting-hoafe  at  Morbattk. 
But  tittle  more  yam  is  fpun  than  what  is  necefiary  for  pri* 
vate  ufe.  The  women  in  this  part  of  the  country  being 
accuftomed  to  work  much  in  the  agricultural  operations  of 
the  field,  are  little  difpofed  for  fedentary  employments,  and 
therefore,  in  general,  fit  down  to  the  fpinning  wheel  with 
great  reludaoce.  From  the  prefent  difpofition  and  habitH^ 
both  of  males  and  females  in  this  place,  the  introdudioQ  of 
manufadures  among  them  would  not,  it  is  probable^  moet 
with  great  fucceis. 

Cburcb.^^ht  prefent  church  was  built  in  X757»  and 
is  a  commodious  place  of  wor(hip.  The  (Upend,  including 
the  manfe  and  glebe,  b  worth  about  L.  x6o.  The  Duke 
of  Roxburgh  is  patron.  The  Reverend  James  Richardfon 
fills  at  prefent  the  charge.  A  meetinghoufe,  adhering  to 
the  Antiburgher  Secedera,  was,  a  confiderable  namber  of 
years  ago,  ereded  in  the  village  of  Morbattle ;  where  a 
clergyman  of  that  perfuafion  regularly  officiates,  to  a  pret« 
ty  numerous  congregation  collefted  from  all  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

SchooL — ^The  fidary  annexed  to  the  parochial  fchool  is 
100  merks  Scots,  with  a  free  houfe  and  kail-yard*  The 
fchool- wages  are  x  s.  6d.  for  teaching  the  Englifli  language ; 
1  $.  for  writing,  and  is.  6 d.  for  arithmetic  and  Latin. 
The  number  of  (cholars  is,  at  an  average,  about  a  j.  His 
perquifites  for  the  feffion-clerkfliip  are  4d.  for  every  bap- 
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tiim  that  he  earols  in  the  paroohial  records,  imd  2s.  6d. 
for  every  proclamation  of  marriage^  with  a  trifle  for  wri« 
ting  teftimonials,  or  certificates  for  charader.  His  income 
receives  an  addition  of  L.  3  or  L«  4  a-year,  for  colle£ting 
the  poor-rates  in  the  pariih.  But  this  and  the  feffion-clerk* 
fliip  do  not  belong  to  him  as  fchoolmafter ;  they  are  given 
him  at  the  option  of  the  heritors,  minifter,  and  feilion.  The 
whole  income,  however,  is  too  fmall  for  enabling  a  teacher 
of  youth  to  live  in  a  manner  faitable  to  the  ftation  of  fo 
public  a  charader.  The  fei&on-records  of  this  parilh  com* 
mence  in  1697.     No  regiiler  of  borials  is  kept. 

Poor.— About  16  indigent  perfons  are  commonly  on  the 
feflion-rQll.  Their  principal  fource  of  fupport  is  L«  Z60O9 
3  s.  8  d.  Sterling,  that  was,  a  good  many  years  ago,  be* 
qneathed  to  this  pariih  by  Mr  John  More,  a  native  of 
Morbattle,  who  made  his  fortune  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
he  died.  The  money  was  left  to  the  management  of  the 
heritors  and  kirk-feflion  of  Morbattle,  and  bequeathed  prin* 
cipally  for  the  fupport  of  orphans  and  infirm  old  people. 
It  is  lent  out  for  intereft  on  landed  fecurity.  Partly  owing 
to  this  fiind,  the  number  of  poor  13  probably  greater  than 
Otberwife  it  would  be,  as  people  from  the  neighbouring 
pariflies  refort  here,  from  a  motive  of  being  fupported  in 
old  age,  A  fmall  afleflment  on  the  parifli  is  fometimcs 
found  to  be  neceflary.  The  coUedions  at  the  kirk,  amount- 
ing to  a  Yery  (mall  fum,  is  commonly  diftribnted  by  the 
feffion  to  occafional  poor. 

Difeafis.^^Yiys  part  of  the  country  is  not  remarkable  for 
any  uncommon  or  peculiar  difeafe.  The  inhabitants  are 
generally  healthy  and  ftrong,  and  many  of  them  live  to  a 
good  old  age.  The  fmall-poz  makes  fometimes  great  ha- 
yock  among  the  children ;  and  inoculation,  the  heft  remedy 
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yet  known  for  that  loathfome  difeafe,  is  not  much  prac' 
tiled. 

Anttqmtits.'-'^^Tht  remaina  of  fereral  eRcampcnents,  and 
rows  of  ftones,  called  tryjl-jianu^  are  antiquities,  probablj 
of  the  inoft  ancient  date  in  the  parilh.  The  trjft-ftanes  are 
commonly  on  high  ground.  They  are  placed  perpendicu- 
larly in  rows,  not  unfrequently  in  a  circular  diredion.  It 
b  faidy  as  alfo  the  name  imports,  that,  in  rimes  of  hoftilities, 
they  marked  the  places  of  reibrt  for  the  borderers,  when 
they  were  aflembling  for  any  expedition  of  importance. 
The  ruins  of  Whitton-caftle  and  Corbet-houfe  are  the  only 
remains  of  large  buildings  or  places  of  ilrength  in  the  pa« 
ri{h» 

Mijcfttamtvi  OiJenfattMS.'^Tht  roads  in  the  pariih,  of 
whidi  none  are  turnpike,  are  very  fiir  from  being  good, 
^  and  are  often  almoft  impaflable.  Two  public  houfes  (fmall 
ones)  in  the  village  ftrve  the  inhabitants  and  paflengers 
with  refrefliment.  Formerly  there  were  four  mills  in  the 
parifh ;  now  two  are  found  to  be  fuftcient  to  grind  all  the 
eom  that  is  needed  by  the  inhabitants.  About  lo  acres 
itoay  contain  all  the  growing  wood  in  the  parifh,  and  thefe 
were  but  lately  planted.  The  chief  dependence  for  fuel  is 
on  coal  brought  from  the  Engliih  border,  and  which  fells 
at  a  high  price.  There  ai^ea  few  peat-mofles  in  the  pariOi, 
but  the  people,  in  general,  are  fo  much  occupied  in  the  field, 
during  fummer,  that  the  calling  and  preparing  of  peats  are 
greatly  neglefled. 
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PARISH    OF   WEMYSS, 


(COUNTT    AND    StNOD    OF    FlK,    P^ESSTTERY    OF 

Kiri^caldy). 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Gib,  Minijler. 


Namet  Extent ^  and  Surface. 

^nn  HE  name  of  the  pariih  is  faid  to  be  Gaelic,  and  figni- 
^  fies  a  Cave^  in  allufion  to  the  number  of  natural 
caves  on  the  fea-Ihore,  near  the  village  of  Eafter  Wemyls. 
Hence,  too,  all  that  traft  of  groand  between  the  lower  part 
of  the  water  of  Ore  and  the  Xea,  was,  in  old  times,  called 
Wemyfcfliire.  Tlie  pariih  b  diflant  from  the  Prelbytery- 
feat  about  three  miles.  Its  greateft  length,  which  is  from 
6.  W.  to  N.  £•  will  not  esceed  6  miles,  nor  its  greateft 
breadth  if.  It  is  bounded  by  the  parifh  of  Dylart  on  the 
W, ;  by  Markinch  on  the  N;  and  E. ;  the  water  of  Leven 
feparates  it  from  a  fmall  part  of  the  pariih  of  Scoonie  on 
the  N.  £.  ;  and  the  frith  of  Forth  waihes  it  on  the  S.  The 
ground,  which  is  in  fome  places  high  along  the  ihore,  af- 
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terwards  rifes  gcntlj  to  the  N.  The  ihore,  from  higli 
water  mark  outward,  is  lined  with  rocks,  which  are  not 
highi  being  moftlj  covered  at  high  water. 

Climate  and  Difeafes. — ^Like  all  the  S.  and  £.  Ihore  of 
Fife,  being  much  expofed  to  the  £.  winds  in  the  fpring 
months,  it  is  unfavourable  to  pulmonic  complaints,  but  in 
other  refpcAs,  the  climate  cannot  be  (aid  to  be  unhealthy. 
Some  of  the  filhermen  are  aiflifted  with  calculous  con- 
cretions :  and  the  reafon  which  they  generallj  aflign  for 
this,  is  their  being  fo  much  expofed  to  cold  with  wet  feet. 
Many  children  die  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  natural  vray.  In 
the  village  of  Buckhaven  upwards  of  30  were  lately  cut 
oiF.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  prejudice  againft 
inoculation  will  not  in  future  be  fo  general  as  it  has  been. 
Many  perfons  live  to  upwards  of  80  ^  and  within  thefe 
two  years,  3  perfons  have  died  above  90. 

F»i^«.-^Wcfter  Wcmyfs  is  a  burgh  of  barony,  with 
%  bailies,  a  treafarer,  and  council.  There  are  other  3  vilr 
lages  on  the  coaft,  visi  Eafier  Wemyfs,  Buckhavefi,  an4 
Methil.  There  are  a  villages  in  the  country  called  £• 
and  W.  Coaltowns. 

Soil  and  ^gricyhun.-^'Thc  foil  varies  both  in  the  coun- 
try and  on  the  coaft.  In  fome  places  it  is  fine  black  loam  \ 
in  others  light  and  brown,  fometimes  approaching  tg  land  ; 
and  a  fmall  part,  particularly  in  the  N.  W.  corner,  is  cold 
and  wet.  It  is  all  arable,  and,  with  a  few  acres  excepted,  pro- 
duces good  crops  of  wheat,  bear,  beans,  peafe,  oats,  potatoes, 
and  turnip.  The  farmers  are,  in  general,  adive  and  in* 
duftrious,  and  attentive  to  every  improvement  in  agricul- 
ture. In  farms  near  the  villages,  land  is  l^t  to  trades 
peqple  for  planting  potatoes,  who  muft  all  aflbrd  mannre, 
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IriUid-hoe  their  potatoes,  and  pay  at  the  rate  of  L.  3  the 
acre.  By  thb  means  the  farmer  procures  a  quantity  of 
good  manure,  has  his  ground  well  cleaned,  and  an  excel- 
lent crop  of  wheat  or  bear  the  following  year.  The  plough 
ufed  is  Small's,  which  is  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  held 
and  managed  by  one  man.  There  are  no  (keep,  but  a  few 
kept  by  Colonel  Wemyfi  for  family-ufe,  and  they  are  of 
a  very  fine  kind.  There  are  16  farms,  which  are  rented 
fforo  L.  25  to  upwards  of  L.400  a-year. 

A  confiderable  quantity  of  land  near  the  coaft  is  rented 
by  land-labourers,  wha  refide  in  the  villages,  and  though, 
with  many  of  them,  farming  is  only  a  fecondary  objefl, 
yet  the  land  in  general  is  well  laboured,  and  produces  good 
crops.  Almoft  all  fow  fome  turnip  for  their  cows  in  win- 
ter, and  feed  their  horfes  with  potatoes,  which  are  generally' 
boiled  and  mixed  up  with  light  corn.  The  fea-weed,  or 
ware,  which  is  driven  in  by  the  fea  all  along  the  (bore, 
makes  excellent  manure  when  fpread  immediately  after  it 
is  carried  to  the  land.  This  land,  which  is  ufually  called 
the  Acre-land,  lets  from  L.  i,  10  s.  to  L.  2,  15  s.  the  acre. 

Plantations.  —There  is  but  little  old  wood,  excepting 
fome  at  the  caiUe  of  Wemyis.  The  late  proprietor,  the 
Hon.  James  Wemyis,  £fq)  inclofed  a  great  part  of  the  pa- 
riQi  \  fome  of  it  with  (lone  and  lime,  and  other  parts  with 
ditches  and  hedge,  and  planted  many  thoufands  of  trees  \ 
and  his  fon,  the  prefent  proprietor,  is  going  on  with  the 
fame  plan.  He  has  inclofed  much,  and  for  thele  6  years 
paft  has  planted,  of  various  kinds,  upwards  of  200,coo  trees 
every  year,  in  different  places.  All  the  plantations  are  in 
a  very  thriving  way,^  and  in  a  few  years  will  both  warm 
and  greatly  beautify  the  grounds. 
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Fijhtng  and  Bucibaven. — From  the  fcardtj'  of  haddocks 
for  fome  years,  feveral  of  the  fiflierioen  have  entered  into 
the  nav J,  or  on  board  merchant-fliipsy  and  others  have  be- 
cioroe  day-labourers  in  country  work.  Formerly  there 
were  In  Eafter  Wemyfs  5  boats,  with  5  men  each,  and 
one  in  Wefter  Wemyls,  with  5  men,  and  now  there  is  only 
one  boat  in  Eafter  Wemyis,  and  the  crew  confift  of  old 
men.  In  Bnckhaven,  the  fifliing  is  dill  continued  with 
little  alteration  in  the  number  of  fifhermen ;  and  though 
jiih  are  much  fcarcer  than  formerly,  yet  the  fiihermen  are 
in  fome  meafure  compenfated  by  the  hi^  price,  and  cer-  ' 
tain  market  for  thofe  they  catch.  The  fi&  ufuaDy  caught 
are  haddock,  cod,  turbot,  ikate,  whitings,  foles,  flounders, 
makarel  and  herring.  A.  confiderable  quantity  of  lobflers 
and  crabsy  or  partons,  (and  fometimes  a  few  cray  or  craw- 
fifli)  are  taken,  with  trap-creels  let  down  into  the  fea  upon 
the  rocks  near  the  fhore.  A  worthy  fiflierman  aflured  me, 
that  he  has  known,  about  40  years  ago,  25,000  haddocks 
caught  by  the  fifliermei^  of  Bnckhaven  in  one  dky,  which 
were  fold  from  6d.  to  10  d.  the  100;  now  more  is  fome- 
times given  for  a  fingle  haddock.  At  prefent,  moftofthe 
fiih  caught  here  are  fent  to  the  Edinburgh  market,  and  the 
reft  are  fold  in  this  neighbourhood  by  women,  who  carry 
them  in  creels  on  their  backs.  When  fiOiing  was  plenty, 
few  of  the  fifti  caught  in  this  pariih  were  fent  to  Edinburgh, 
becaufe  then  the  iifliermcn  in  the  Eaft  of  Fife  carried  their 
fifli  to  that  market,  and  thofe  being  taken  in  deeper  water, 
and  confequently  larger,  were  always  preferred.  At  that 
time  moft  of  the  fifli  caught  here  were  fold  in  the  neigh- 
bouring burghs,  or  bQUght  up  by  men  who  carried  them 
in  creels  on  horfcs  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  where  they 
found  a  good  market.  This  laft  gave  employment  to  many 
in  the  pariih  ;  and  a  few  years  ago,  fome  of  them  had  got 
neat  carts  fitted  up  for  the  purpofe  ;  but  of  late,  they  have 
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been  obliged,  in  a  great  meafttrCy  to  give  this  ap,  both  from 
the  fcarcitj  and  high  price  of  fiih.  Twelve  boats^  with 
6  men  in  each,  ufed  in  the  itionth  of  Augufty  to  go  from 
this  parilh  to  the  hcrring-fifliing  off  Dunbar ;  but  the  en- 
couragement for  fome  years  pait  was  fo  fmall,  that  ther 
had  entirely  abandoned  it.  There  is  now,  however,  a 
profped  of  this  fifhing  being  revived  by  the  appearance  of 
herring  in  the  Bay  of  Inverkeithing ;  if  there  is  encourage- 
ment, the  fiihermen  here  will  not  fail  to  improve  it. 

The  fiihermen  in  Buckhaven  generally  marry  when 
young,  and  all  of  them  marry  fifhermens  daughters  of  the 
fame  village.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  a  vtrj  iage* 
nious  and  intelligent  General  for  a  letter  written  by  my 
late  amiable  and  worthy  predeccflbr,  the  Rev.  Dr  Harry 
Spens  ♦,  when  minifter  of  this  parifli,  (dated  Wemyis,  20th 
Auguft  1778),  from  which  the  following  particulars  re- 
fpeCting  the  original  inhabitants  of  Buckhaven,  ISc*  are 
iranfcribed : 

"  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  original  inha- 
**  bitants  of  Buckhaven  were  from  the  Netherlands  about 
«*  the  time  of  Philip  II.  Their  veflel  had  been  ftranded 
*•  on  the  fhore.  They  propofed  to  fettle  and  remain.  The 
*•  family  of  Wcmyfs  gave  them  permiilion.  They  ac- 
**  cordiogly  fettled  at  Buckhaven.  By  degrees  they  ac- 
*•  quired  our  language  and  adopted  our  drefs,  and  for  thefc 
*•  threefcore  years  paft,  they  have  had  the  chara^er  of  a 
^  fober  and  fenfible,  an'  induftrious  and  honeft  fet  of  people. 
"  The  only  fingularity  in  their  ancient  cufioms  that  1  rc- 
"  member  to  have  heard  of  was,  that  of  a  richly  orna- 
**  merited  girdle  or  belt,  wore  by  their  brides  of  good  con- 
**  dition  and  charader  at  their  marriage,  and  then  laid  afide 
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*'  and  j^ven  in  like  manner  to  the  next  bride  that  ihoald 
'*  be  deemed  worthy  of  fach  an  honour.  The  village  con*' 
*^  fifts  at  prefent  of  about  140  fsunilies,  60  of  which  aro 
''  fifliers,  the  reft  land-laboorers,  weavers,  and  other  me* 
•*  cbanics." 

Minerals  and  Fo^i.— -There  is  a  great  quantity  of  free-* 
ftone,  but  in  general  of  a  reddifli  colour,  open  and  porous, 
and  apt  to  crumble  when  much  expofed  to  the  weather. 
There  is  limeftone,  but  it  is  faid  not  to  be  of  a  good  quali- 
ty \  perhaps  it  would  have  been  more  valued  had  lime  been 
in  lefs  ab^undance  in   the  neighbourhood.     Iroaftone  has 
lately  begun  to  be  wrought ;  but  what  deferves  here  parti- 
cularly to  be  noticed  is  the  excellent  coal  with  which  this 
pariih  abounds,  and  which  has  been  wrought  for  (bme  cea* 
turies.     In  the  weft  ground  of  the  pariih,  befides  what  Is 
called  Dyfart  coal,  (which  is  21  feet  thick,  with  3  feet  o^ 
coarfe  coal  left  for  a  roof)  of  which  a  very  extenfive  field 
remains  to  be  wrought  in  the  eftate  of  Wemyls»  there  are 
other  10  or  II  workable  feams  of  coal,  moft  of  which  have 
been  wrought  above  the  level  of  the  fea.     The  principal 
feam  of  the  10  or  11  is  now  working  between  50  or  60 
fathoms  below  the  furface.     This  feam  is  10  feet  thick » 
but  8  feet  of  it  is  only  wrought,  vi%.  5  feet  of  very  fine 
fplint,  and  3  feet  of  free,  the  other  2  feet  being  left  for  a» 
roof.     The  water  is  railed  by  a  fteam-eogine.     The  coal 
is  brought  to  the  pitboiiom  by  horibs  under  ground,  and 
then  raifed  by  horfe-gins.     Coal  for  exportation  is  driven 
in  large  waggons  from  the  pics  to  the  harbour  of  Wefter 
Wemyfs.    The  other  feams  in  this  part  of  the  parifti,  which 
have  been  wrought,  are  all  entire  below  the  level  of  the 
fea,  excepting  one,  a  fmall  part  of  which  was  wrought  neav 
the  fea,  about  the  year  16^6^  at  which  time  the  water  was- 
drawn  .oiF  by  horfes* 
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In  the  eaft  ground  of  the  parifli  there  are  feveral  work- 
able feams  of  coal.  The  Right  Hon.  David  Earl  of 
Wcmyls,  (a  nobleman  of  a  great  and  public  fpirit;.,  who 
kept  a  particular  account  of  the  coal,  written  with  his  own 
band,  mentions  feven  feams  of  coal  which  he  had  cut 
through  in  making  a  level  mine  from  the  fea-ihore,  which 
he  drove  upwards  of  600  fathoms  acrols  the  metals.  In 
working  this  level  in  1671,  he  obferves,  '*  1  am  ftill  work* 
^'  ing  that  level  in  ftone,  with  two  men  in  it  day  and  night 
'*  (except  Sundays).  I  give  them  10  s.  Scots  a-day,  their 
''  bearers  4  s.  Scots  a-day,  the  windles  men  get  6  s.  Scots 
*'  a  day  or  night.  I  iharp  their  picks  and  fumiih  their 
''  candles."  The  only  feams  that  have  been  wrought  in 
this  part  of  the  parifli  for  a  aonfiderable  time  were^  one  8 
feet  thick,  and  20  fathoms  from  the  furface,  and  another 
much  aCout  the  fame  thickneis,  and  7  fathoms  deeper.  The 
main  coal  is  12  feet  thick,  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  was 
always  preferred  at  the  foreign  markets.  It  was  formerly 
wrought  to  a  confiderable  depth  by  two  engines,  at  Kiik- 
land  of  Methil,  which  were  driven  by  the  water  of  Leven. 
To  the  S.  of  Kirkland  this  coal>is  cut  off  by  a  hitch  or 
dike,  which  throws  it  down  30  fathoms.  This  has  lately 
been  cut  out  under  the  care  of  a  verj  ingenious  and  aftive 
engineer,  and  the  coal  is  now  working  level  free.  A  wag- 
gon-way of  2  miles  from  the  pits  to  the  harbour  of  Methil 
is  now  completed,  and  every  thing  promifes  an  extenfive 
trade  \  and  indeed,  from  this  feam  of  coal,  with  others  ly- 
ing contiguous,  It  would  not  be  at  all  furprifing  to  fee,  in  a 
few  years,  Methil  rank  among  the  firft  coal-ports  in  Scot* 
land  ». 

Sak. 

^  David  Earl  of  Wemyfs,  in  hit  remarks  on  Methil,  obfcrvct,  that 
I'  (he  Btiho]}  of  St  Andrew's  did  create  it  into  a  free  burgh  of  barony  ia 
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Soli. — There  are  9  fait- pans  at  Methil,  and  7  at  Wiefler 
Wemyfs.  Thefe  works  have  been  Icmg  carried  on,  and 
much  fait  is  made  at  them,  both  for  land-lale  and  expcata- 

lion. 

ManufuSures^  Commera^  ^r.^— Almoft  every  fubftantial 
familj  ufed  annually  to  (pake  a  few  pieces  of  good  linen, 
from  yarn  of  their  owii  fpinning,  which  was  wrought  by 
weavers  in  the  parid,  and  generally  bleached  by  the  pro- 
pftietors  ihemfelves,  and  then  fold  in  the  pnhlic  markets 
held  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  parilhes  for  the  purpofe. 
In  this  way  the  weavers  had  been  employed  time  imme- 
morial till  about  the  year  175O9  that  fome  in  Eafter 
Wemyis  began  to  manafa£hire  linen  themfelves,  and  ever 
£nce  thb  bufineis  has  been  extended  and  improved.  The 
linen  now  made  is  generally  well  known  for  its  quality 
and  fineneii*  Mod  of  it  is  made  from  Scotch  flax,  the 
greatefl  part  of  which  is  fpun  in  the  pariih.  It  is  thought 
by  nianufadurers  to  be  fuperior  to  any  in  the  country ; 
and  in  confirmation  of  this,  it  may  hete  be  qbferved,  that 
the  premiums  given  by  the  truflees  for  linen  and  Iheeting 
were  adjudged  for  j  years  fucceilively  to  manufadurers  in 
this^parilh  j  to  one  in  tlie  years  1785  and  1786,  and  to  an- 
other in  the  1787,  178S,  and  1789.  Since  the  latter  pe- 
xiod,  the  number  of  looms  has  increafed,  and  the  manu- 
factory varied ;  part  of  the  looms  being  now  employed  in 
weaving  checks  and  ticks  for  manufadurers  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  parilhes.  There  are  about  120  looms  em- 
ployed. 

Al 

*•  1661,  called  Mcthil,  with  a  weekly  mcrcatc  on  the  Wednefilays,  and 
**  two  public  fairs  in  the  year,  viz.  one  on  the  lad  June.  St  John's  daj» 
**  and  27th  December,  alfo  St  John*s  day  in  winter,  in  that  year  16^2, 
*'  and  fo  for  ever,  holden  of  him  and  his  fucceflbn,  Bifhops  of  St  Ao- 
•*  drew'9,  paying  him  yearly  20  j,  Scots  as  a  /eu-duty  for  cver.»'^ 
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At  Kirklandy  in  the  N.  £.  extremity  of  the  pariflii  oa 
the  river  Leven,  nedr  the  ports  of  Mcthil  and  Inverleven, 
a  large  fpinning  work  has  been  carried  on  for  fome  time» 
by  ibnie  gentlemen  of  London  and  Dundee,  under  the  firm 
of  Aiflabie,  Nielfon,  and  Company.    They  fpin  a  confi- 
derablc  quantity  of  cotton  and  linen  yarn,  particularly  of 
the  latter,  which  they  have  begun  to  mani^fadure  into 
cloth.     Their  yarns  are  approved  of,  and  the^^  are  itelieved 
to  be  going  on  very  fuccefsfuUy.     The  fituation  of  this 
cftablilhment  is  a  very  advantageous  one,  and  it  is  capable 
of  great  estenfion,  as  well  for  bleaching  and  printing,  as 
for  fpinning  the  yarns  and  manufaduring  the  cloth.     The 
company  already  employ  about  300  people,  an4  the  bufi- 
nefii  feems  to  be  increafing.    Previous  to  the  eflablifliment 
of  this  work,  there  were  at  Kirkland  only  two  or  three 
hoofes,  but  now  a  number  of  very  neat  and  convenient 
hoofcs  are  built,  and  in  a  ihort  time  it  is  probable  that  .it 
will  be  a  confidcrable  village.     Kirkland  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  place  firft  propofed  by  the  Carron  Company  for 
eftablifhing  their  works. 

A  little  to  the  weft  of  Kirkland  is  a  wanlk  or  fulling* 
tnilly  and  dye-houfe,  where  bufinefs  has  been  long  carried 
on,  and  is  coniiderably  increafed  of  late  years.  There  is 
only  one  com*mill  in  the  parifli,  but  there  are  others 
equally  convenient  on  Colonel  Wcmyis's  property,  lying 
in  the  pariOi  of  Markinch.  . 

The  maritime  commerce  has  much  increafed  of  late. 
There  ate  ic  fqnare-rigged  veflels  and  one  Coop  belonging 
to  this  pariih,  whofe  regifter  meafure  may  amount  to  up- 
wards of  1480  tons.  They  are  moftly  empkyed  in  the 
carrying  trade.  They  are  generally  loaded  with  coal  oou 
wardly,  and  bring  home  wood,  iron,  flax,  iie.  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  different  ports  in  the  frith  of  Forth.     Some 

Vol..  XVI.  3U  of 
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of  them  have  been  freighted  to  the  Mediterranean,  WeS 
Indies,  and  America ;  and  one  is  at  prefent  engaged  hf 
Grovemment  in  the  tranfport  fcrvice. 

At  Wetter  Wcmyfs  fwo  Jhip-carpttiters  began  to  btiiU 
fhips  about  feven  years  ago.  The  fitnation  is  good,  and 
they  have  found  great  enconrageroent.  They  employ 
about  i8  apprentices,  and  feveral  journeymen.  Here  fome 
of  the  beft  veiTek  which  have  failed  from  the  frith  of  Forth 
for  the  Weft  Indies  have  been  built,  as  well  as  fome  for  the 
Baltic  trade.  Other  two  (hip-carpenters  have  juft  begun 
to  build  at  Methil,  a  moft  convenient  fituadon  for  the  bn- 
finels,  and  it  is  thought  that  they  will  meet  with  equal  eo- 
couragement  with  the  former. 

A  gentleman  in  Eafter  Wemyfs,  who  carries  on  a  confi- 
derable  brewery,  lately  began  to  import  wood  from  the 
Baltic,  which  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  from  the  rapid  and  extenfive  fale  which  he  hai 
met  with,  cannot  fail  to  fecure  benefit  to  himfelf. 

There  are  properly  no  mtrchaffti  in  the  parifh,  with  die 
above  exception.  Some  perfons  fell  a  fmaH  quantity  of 
neceiTary  articles ;  but  as  there  are  opportunities  every  day 
of  being  provided  with  thefe  at  a  cheaper  rate  from  Kirk- 
caldy, they  meet  with  no  great  encouragement. 

Thefea-weed  on  the  rocks  upon  the  ihore  is  cat  every 
3  years,  and  yields  about  loo  tons  of  kelp.  The  time  of 
cutting  is  in  June  and  July. 

There  are  two  good  btxrbours  in  the  parifii.  One  at 
Methil,  which  was  built  by  the  Right  Hon.  David  Earl  of 
Wemyis  abont  the  year  1650,  folcly  at  his  own  ezpence; 
The  other  is  at  Wetter  Wemyjs,  but  when  bmlt  is  un^- 
known.  It  was  fome  yean  ago  greatly  improved  by  a 
baCon  for  deaning  it. 

Exports 
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Exports  and  Imports. — ^Cod  and  fait  arc  the  only  exports. ' 
The  quantity  differs  according  to  the  demands.  At  an 
average  there  is  (hipped  at  Wefter  Wemyfe  annually  6000 
tons  of  coal,  moftly  for  Amfterdam,  Hamburgh,  and 
Middleburgh,  bebg  of  a  quality  particularly  fuited  for  light* 
houfes.  The  light  on  the  ifland  of  May,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  frith  of  Forth,  is  fupplied  from  this  coal ». 

About  40,000  bttihels  of  fait  are  annually  (hipped  from 
this  pariih  for  the  different  ports  from  Dundee  to  Inver- 
nels. 

The  imports  are  moftly  oak-timber  for  (hip-building, 
Memel  and  Norway  timber,  deals,  ISc.  Gottenburgh  iron, 
deab  and  battons  *,  in  all  about  10  cargoes  in  the  year. 

Bridges  and  Roads.^^There  are  no  bridges  in  the  pari(h, 
but  a  fmall  one  over  a  rivulet  that  paffes  through  Eafter 
Wemyis,  nor  is  there  any  need  for  more.  The  turnpike- 
road  from  Kirkcaldy  to  Cupar  by  Kennoway,  and  to  the 
eaft  of  Fife,  paffes  through  the  north  part  of  the  pari(h  j 
but  from  its  diftance  from  the  coaft,  being  near  if  mile, 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  reap  little  advantage 
from  it. 

Xwu.— There  are  properly  no  inns,  but  there  are  a  fuf- 
fictent  number  of  houfes  where  ale  and  fpirits  are  fold. 

Price  o/Provi^ons  and  of  Labour. ^^Tht  price  of  provi* 
lions  and  of  labour  has  confiderably  advanced  of  late  years. 
The  price  of  butcher  meat  is  from  4  d.  to  5^d.  a-pound 
croo,  at  different  feafons'of  the  year  \  of  butter,  from  7^  d. 

to 

•  As  tbere  it  now  a  pretty  etrtaia  profped  of  the  greftt  coal  in  tiie 
eall  part  of  the  pariih  beiog  again  wrought,  it  is  probable  that  a  mttch 
gycatcr  quaatiiy  of  coal  wiU  be  cjtported  (ran  the  port  of  Methil. 
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to  10  d.  (  of  a  heo,  from  1 8.  to  x  s.  4  d« ;  of  chickcnsy  from 
7  d.  to  9  d.  a  pair ;  of  eggs,  from  3  d.  to  j  d.  a  doaen. 

The  vv^es  of  men  fervaots  are  from  L.  6  to  L.  8  a-jeari 
and  thoie  who  have  boules  of  their  owa,  and  "^»«">yt« 
tbemfelveSf  have  6i  bolk  of  meal,  with  aa  allowmnoe  of 
milk,  and  (bmetimes,  in  liea  of  milk,  L.  i,  6$.  Qayla- 
bourers  have  from  March  to  Odober  I  s.  a  d.  a«da}r,  and  1 9. 
the  reft  of  the  year.  Mafons  x  s.  8  d,  and  carpcoten  or 
Wrights  I  s.  6d. 

Po^itf/o/iVMr.— According  to  the  account  given  to  Dr 
Webfter  in  1755,  the  nnmber  of  fonk  amonnted  to  304 1« 
The  following  is  a  pretty  accurate  lift  taken  in  the  year 
1791: 


Fifflilies. 

Mtlet. 

Fcmilei. 

ToiiL 

Weder  Wemjls, 

«3J 

353 

416 

769 

Eafter  Wemjls, 

"53 

268 

289 

557 

Buckhaven, 

163 

177 

3*4 

601 

Methil, 

81 

»53 

i6x 

3«4 

E.  and  W.  Coaltowns, 

93 

x65 

227 

393 

Countr J,  including  Kirkland,  71 

191 

200 

39* 

796 

X408 

1617 

3025 

Total  in  1755, 

- 

- 

3041 

Pecreafed, 

« 

. 

16 

lit 


lifi  f^  Births  MdAfarria^eSf  iahmjrom  tht  Parijb  Ib^gi^^ 

BirtbSf  Mwriagtu 


MO*.  Fern.  Tot 

178*, 

a6  3a  58 

39 

1783. 

28  36  64 

xo 

1784, 

.  34  ao  54 

33 

I78j» 

34  43  77 

35 

1786. 

47  60  X07 

■3 

1787, 

37  35  7» 

21 

X788, 

43  53  96 

M 

1789, 

35  39  74 

ai 

1790, 

49  55  »04 

aj 

>79»» 

44  33  77 

17 

Total,        -        783 1  2i« 

Population  has  certainly  increafed  in  fome  of  the  villa- 
ges, particularly  in  Eader  Wemyls  and  M ethil  \  but  it  has 
greatly  decreafed  in  the  country  part  of.  the  parifli.  In 
the  feffion-records,  there  is  mention  of  many  places,  of  fome 
of  which  no  veftige  can  now  be  traced  ;  and  that  which 
remains  of  others,  is  only  a  few  afli-trees,  which  were  ufu- 
ally  planted  round  their  gardens  or  kail-yards.  This 
decreafe  is  owing  to  the  fame  caufes.  which  have  in  gene- 
ral operated  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  viz.  the  mo- 
nopolizing 

*  The  people  in  this  ptrifli  are  remarkabl  j  attentive  to  regifter  their 
childrens  birthi ;  and  of  the  above  lift  of  macriagesi  both  bridtgroon  and 
bride,  with  a  few  exceptiooi,  belonged  to  the  pariih.  There  being  two 
boiying-placet  befidei  the  church-yard,  and  no  proper  regifter  of  deaths 
kepty  ^e  nnniber  of  burials  cannot  be  afcertained. 

\  During  the  abofe  period  there  were  8  tiaet  twins. 
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aopolizing  of  ftrms,  the  introdoaicm  of  two4iorfe  ploBgli% 
indofing,  tod  a  gremter  propoctioa  of  land  laid  oot  in  grals. 

Ecciifiajlical  Staitp  Meritor^  l^c^^Thit  church  is  an  old 
Gothic  biulding  id  the  fonn  of  a  crois  \  there  are  evident 
marks  of  confiderable  additions  to  it,  bat  no  dates  that  can 
fix  its  age*  It  was  repaired  and  much  improved  in  179^* 
and  is  now  a  well*lighted,  warnii  and  decent  place  of  wor* 
ihip.  The  church  and  manfe  are  in  the  thriving  village  of 
Eafter  Wemyls,  the  moft  centrical  part  of  the  parilh.  The 
patronage  belongs  to  the  Town^:oancil  of  Edinburgh.  It 
belonged  to  the  family  of  Wemyis  till  about  the  2214, 
when  Sir  John  de  Weqiyls  •  gifted  it  to  a  religious  houfe 
at  Soltray  in  Mid-Lothian.  The  reafon  he  affignedfor  this 
donation  is  in  thefe  wordl^  **  pro  anima  mea,  et  aninuL 
''  Comitis  Duncaniy  et  pro  animabus  patris  et  matris." 

Colonel  William  Wemjris  of  Wemyisy  Elq,  member  of 
Parliament  for  the  county  of  Fife,  b  fole  heritor  of  the 
paiifh,  and  his  family  refides  in  it  at  the  caftle  of  Wemyfi^ 
The  ftipeod,  as  fettled  by  the  Court  of  SefEon  February 
1794,  is  L.  50  of  money,  64  bolls  of  meal,  3a  bolls  of  bear, 
and  L.5  :  II  :  li  for  fumiihing  communion-elements* 
The  manfe  was  built  in  1791,  and,  to  the  honour  of  the  he- 
ritor, it  is  one  of  the  bell  in  the  country.  Moft  of  the  old 
offices  were  removed  in  the  fame  year,  and  a  part  of  the 
old  manfe  was  fitted  up  to  fupply  their  place.  The  fite 
of  manfe,  garden,  and  offices  includes  about  an  acre  of 
ground,  indofed  with  ftone  walls.  The  glebe  contains  be- 
tween 

*  Thii  Sir  John  wu  the  Brit  who  took  the  firntme  of  Wemyis.  TUI 
tbont  this  time  firoames  were  not  ufed  in  Scotland.  Thcj  only  added 
either  their  father*fi  name  after  their' own,  or  fome  epithet  expreflive  of 
fomething  which  referred  either  to' bod/  or  iniad.«— Bucban.  Hift.  rcr. 
Scoticar.  lib.  7* 
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ttveen  8  and  9  acres,  and  b  all  inclofcd  K  There  are  fome 
rocks  and  leap  weed,  which  belong  to  the  minifter,  and  aa 
this  property  is  near  the  glebe,  it  is  of  great  advantage  for 
manure.  For  the  kelp  from  the  rocks  the  prefent  incum* 
bent  has  received  about  L.  5,  5  s.  every  three  years. 

There  was  once  a  parfonage  and  vicarage  at  Methil,  the 
patronage  of  which  was  difponed  by  Archbilhop  HamiltoQ 
to  Sir  John  Wemyis  of  Wemy&i  who  died  in  i J71  f  • 

TOke  following  Perjons  have  betn  Mimfters  of  ibis  Partflk 

finct  the  Revolution* 
Rev.  Mr  Archibald  Riddell,  admitted  Odober  1691,  and 

tranflated  to  Kirkcaldy  Jane  ^6^^• 
RcT.  Mr  Thomas  Black,  tranflated  from  Strathmiglo  Oc* 

tober  1697,  and  tranflated  to  Perth  July  1698. 
Rev.  Mr  James  Grierfon,  ordained  September  1698,  and 

tranflated  to  Edinburgh  July  1710. 
Rev.  Mr  John  Cleghom,  tranflated  from  Bumtifland  Fe* 

bruary  17x1,  died  at  Wemyfs  February  1744. 
Rev.  Mr  Harry  Spens,  ordained  November  1744,  and 

tranflated  to  the  Profeflbrfliip  of  Divinity  in  the  Univer* 

fity  of  St  Andrew's,  OQober  X780W 

Rev. 

•  A  confidertble  qotntity  of  flax  is  nifed  in  this  pftrifli;  and  t&a 
glebe,  from  the  following  remark,  will  appear  to  be  do  unfttoorable  foil 
for  it.  The  Rev.  Dr  Spens  fowed  one  year  9  lippies  of  liiitfeed»  whkh 
fielded  from  the  min  z8  ftones.  In  1787,  the  preicnt  iocurabeot  fowed 
3  lippies,  which  he  winqowed  from  his  preceding  crop, -and  it  yielded 
from  the  mill  7^  ftones.  Hie  fame  year  he  fowed  a  lippies  of  foreign 
feed,  which  only  yielded  %  ftones  10  lb.  It  may  be  of  fome  advantage  to 
obferve,  that  the  lint  1787  was  pulled  before  it  was  folly  ripened,  and 
great  care  was  taken  in  the  watering  of  it.  Moch  lint  is  loft  from  being 
too  long  in  the  water. 

t  This  Sir  John  Wemyfs,  fays  Bi/hop  Leftie,  «<  upon  tha^hcad  of  the 
**  Oentleroeo  of  Fife  in  Z547,  f^^«  ^^  Englifli,  who  landed  in  the  coon- 
^  ty,  a  coDiiderable  defeat,  and  killed  about  700  of  them.** 
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Rer.  Mr  William  Greenfield,  ordained  September  1781^ 

and  tranflated  to  Edinburgh,  November  1784. 
The  pn^ent  incumbent  was  ordained  March  1785. 

Catecbifi.-^The  Right  Honourable  George  Earl  of  Cro» 
martie,  in  1705,  in  teftimony  of  bis  great  aficftion  and  ho- 
nour to  the  memory  of  Margaret,  heireis  and  Counteis  of 
Wemyis,  and  Counteis  of  Cromartie,  bis  deceafed  Ladj* 
mortified  a  final]  fum  of  money  for  founding  a  ftipend  or 
friary  to  a^catechift,  for  catechifing  and  inflmding  the 
coaliers  and  falters,  and  others  in  the  parifh  of  Wemyf%  to 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  kirk-feflioa  of  Wemyis,  under  the 
care  and  direfiion  of  the  fiunily  of  Wemyis,  and  mini* 
fler  of  the  pariih,  for  laid  ufe,  and  the  payment  to  be  made 
on  the  firil  day  of  January  Old  Style,  being  the  birtb-day 
of  that  illufbious  Coonteis.  The  gift  of  preientation  is  in 
the  family  of  Wemyis,  and  the  prefentee  to  be  tried  and 
admitted  by  the  miniftcr  and  kirk-felfion.  The  prefent 
catechift  is  the  firll  on  the  eitablifliment ;  he  was  admitted 
in  X749;  his  falary  is  L.  250  :  3  :  4  Scotch  money,  and 
the  intercfi  of  L.  50  Sterling. 

School. — ^The  fchool-houfe  was  built  in  1694.  The 
fchoolmafter's  falary  is  L.  6  :  13  :  4.  He  has  a  boufe  and 
garden.  The  number  of  foholars  in  winter  is  about  609 
and  in  funmier  40.  The  fees  per  quarter  are,  for  Englilh, 
1 8.  ad.-,  Englilh  and  writing,  is.  6d. ;  arithmetic,  as* 
latin,  as.  6  d. ;  book-keeping  and  navigation,  a  guinea  for 
each.  As  precentor  and  fei&on-clerk,  he  has  yearly  L.  3, 
10  a.  and  xas.  6d.  every  time  that  the  Lord's  Supper  is 
difpeaied ;  for  each  marriage  as.  3d.  and  each  baptifm 
10 d.;  for  parochial  certificates  about  a  guinea  ayear. 
There  are  feveral  private  fcbools^ 

t  Poor. 
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JVor.— ^The  nnmber  of  poor  who  receive  regular  fiipplj 
from  th^  kirktfeiEon  oa  an  average  m  39,  each  of  whom 
xeoeive  from  i  s.  to  2  »•  6  d.  the  month.  There  are  others, 
not  upon,  the  rpll^  who  receive  annually  58.  fometimes 
more,  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  bonfe-rent  \  and  ieveral 
ethers  rec^ve  occafional  fupply,  as  circumflances  require  } 
the  annual  amount  of  all  which  is  from  L.  50  to  L.  60,  rai-> 
^d  by  the  weekly  colledions  at  church,  the  dues  of  pall  or 
snprtclotbf  and  the  intered  of  L.  300* 

jD»^«-i.— There  arc  bat*few  Diffcnters  in  the  parilh* 
There  is  a  Burgher  meeting-houfe  at  Buckhaven»  but  baa 
no  minifter.  Thofe  of  the  Antiburgher  perfuafion  have 
places  of  worihip  in  the  parifhes  of  Dyiart  and  Markindu 
There  are  about  24  who  join  the  Preibytery  of  Relief,  and 
6  of  the  Epiicopal  perfuafion. 

jlttttquttie^t  Cajlh  of  Wemyfs^  Wr.-^nder  this  article 
jMij  be  ranked  the  ruins  of  the  caAle  of  Eafler  Wemyis, 
ufually  called  Macduff's  Caftle,  and  fatd  to  have  been  built 
by  Macduff,' who  was  created  Eafl  of  Fife  about  the  1057^ 
and  on  whom  King  Malcolm  Canmore  conferred  many 
Very  uncommon  privil^es.  Two  fquare  towers,  and  a 
confiderable  part  of  a  wall  that  has  furrounded  the  caftle, 
ftill  remain.  It  is  fituared  on  a  delightful  eminence,  about 
xoo  yards  from  the  (bore. 

In  the  1290,  00  the  death  of  King  Alexander  III.  the 
Eflates  of  the  kingdom  fent  Sir  Michael  Wemyls  of 
Wemyls,  and  Sir  Michael  Scot  of  Balweary,  in  the  parifh 
of  Abbotihall,  as  ambaiTadorB  to  Norway,  to  bring  home 
Princefs  Margaret,  grand-daughter  to  the  late  king,  and 
undoubted  heire&  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland.  Fordunyin  his 
biftory,  fays,  '<  Nobiles  ScotisD  duos  milites,  fcientia  et  mo- 
•*  ribus  praeclaros  Michaelem  Wetnyfs  et  Michaelem  Scot 
**  ad  Regem  Norvegiae,  folemniter  direserunt."  Bucha- 
VoL.  XVI.  3  X  nan 
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narf  ftyles  them,  '*  Eguitcs  ^fani  illuftres.*'  They  we^t 
to  Norway ;  but  mihappil j  for  them  and  their  country, 
the  Pi4nceis  died  at  Orkney  on  her  paffage  to  Scotland. 
As  a  monument  of  this  honourable  embalTy  there  is  tSSL 
preff  rved  in  the  caftle  of  Wemyls  a  large  filver  bafon,  of 
an  antique  figure,  which  was  given  bj  the  King  of  Norway 
to  Sir  MicJhael  Wemyfe. 

Perhaps,  under  thb  article  ihould  alfo  be  mendoned  a 
flone,  on  the  turnpike*road,  about  one>third  of  a  mile  after 
entering  the  parifh  from  the  eaft  ;  it  has  flood  time  imme- 
morial ;  is  4  feet  in  height  above  ground,  and  3  feet  dia- 
meter, by  fome  called  the  Standing  Stone,  by  others  the 
Half- way  Stone  between  Kirkcaldy  and  Kennoway*  For 
t(rhat  reafon  it  was  placed  there,  the  writer  could  never 
fcarn  any  thmg  fatisfaftory.  '  ' 

The  caftle  of  Wemyfs,  fituated  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  the 
burgh  of  Wefler  Wemyfs,  and.  clofc  by  the  ihore,  on  a 
cliff  between  30  and  40  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is  a 
large  and  magnificent  building.  When  it  was  ^built  is  un- 
centain,  but  part  of  the  eaft  wine  is  faid  to  be  near,  if  not 
as  olJ  as  the  cadle  of  Eafter  Wemyfe.  It  received  confide- 
rable  add  lions  a'bout  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century, 
irocn  the  Right  nonburable  David  Earl  of  Wcmyfc,  and 
his  grandfon,  beihg  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Scotland,  raifed 
a  good  wall,  in  the  form  of  a  fort,  upon  a  beautiful  bowling- 
green,  and  placed  a  few  cannon  to  anfwer  falutes  from  ftiips 
as  they  pafled.  The  prefent  proprietor  laid  out  a  piece  of 
ground,  fome  years  ago,  in  a  garden,  with  high  walls,  an 
fclegant  green-houfe,  hot-houfes,  i^c.  \  and  it  is  faid  that 
there  are  few,  if  any  gardens  in  Scotland,  where  there  is  fo 
much  forcing  as  in  this.  It  was  in  the  caftle  of  Wemyi; 
<hat  Lord  Darnly  had  his  firft  mterview  with  Queen  Mary, 
x^^th  February  1365.  The  Queen  was  at  this  time  on  a 
tour  of  vifits  in  Fife,  which,  fays  the  famous  John  Knoa; 

caufed 


6a^ie4  wild  fowl ;to  be io  dear,  that  partridges. were  fold 
at  a  crown  a-piece«  ^ 

Perhaps  in-  few  parifhes  h»s  land  been  longer  io  the  pofp 
iieffion<tfpDQ  femily  than  in  this.  Hugo,  or  Eugeniui^ 
fecond  fon  of  Giilimacheal^  4th  Earl  of  Fifctand  grandfon 
of  MacduiF,  the  firft  Ea^l,  got  from  his  father  the  lands,  of 
Wemjisfhire,  iSc.  lie.  and  his  delcendent  is  pr.efent  pro- 
pristpr  qf  them.  Gillimacbeal  was  witneis  to  the  foonds^^ 
doQ«oharter  of  the  Abbey  of  Holyroodhoufe  in.  the  xx28. 
The  lands  of  Wefter  Wemyfc  have  been  uninterruptedly 
poflefledbj  the  noble  faipilj  ^f  Wemji^  lince  the  above 
period.  The  lands  of  Eafler  Wemjls.weQt  off  from  the 
£unU  j»  and  were  poiTefied  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  Li- 
vingftoDy  and  then  by  the  Colvilla  of  Ochiltree  ;  but  after 
aoo  years  (eparation,  they  were  again  added  to. the  eftate  of 
Wemyfs,  .by, the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of  Wemy£|, 
who  ynA  High  Commillioner  to  the  General  AiTembly  <^ 
the  Church  of  Scotland  in  the  year  x6^i. 

Caves^^t  was  obferved,  that  the  pariih  denves  its  name 
from  the  number  of  natural  caves  in  it.  There  are  feven 
.  a  little  to  the  eafi  of  Eafier  Wemyis,  and  all  hilt  one  about 
leto.'  yards  from  high-water  mark.  Four  of  them  were 
long  ago  fitted  up  for,  and  Hill  are  pigeon-boufes. '  There 
are  two  a(  th^  bottom  of  the  cliffy  and  immediately  under 
thfi  ruins  of  the  caftle  of  Eaftcr  Wemyis  ^  one  of  them  is 
5>yHf>H  Jonathan's  Cavcy  from  a  man  who,  with  hb  family, 
xeiided  fome  time  in  it  j  the  entrance  to  the  other  is  very 
narrow,  but  after  having  gpt  ^hrpugh  it,  you  find  yourfejf 
in  a  very  fpacioos  pkce,  in  which  is  a  well  of  excellent 
water ;  i(  ia  annually  vifitfd  by  the  young  people  of  Eafler 
Wemyis,  with  lights,  upon  the  firft  Monday  of  January 
Old  Style,  but  from  what  this  cuftom  took  its  rife  the  wri- 
ter could  never  learn*    The  leventh  (the  neareft  to  the 

Ihore) 
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fhorc)  is  called  the  Court  Gave,  and  two  teafbos  are  afiga* 
ed  Car  the  name ;  one  b»  that  when  the  lands  of  Eafter 
Wemyfs  were  the  property  of  the  ColviUs,  they  here  held 
Aeir  baron-conrt ;  another,  that  King  James  TV.  in  a  firo* 
lick  oog€  joined  a  company  of  gypfies,  who  were  hera 
ihaking  merry,  and  when  the  liquor  began  to  operate,  the 
gjrpiies,  as  ufnal  with  people  of  their  charaAer,  began  to 
quarrel  among  themfelves  \  opon  thu  hb  Majefty  attempted 
to  mediate  between  the  parties,  bat  they,  ignorant  of  the 
nAk  of  their  new  aiTociate,  were  abont  to  handle  liim 
pretty  rooghly  for  Us  goodnefir,  which  obliged  the  King  t» 
difieover  himfelf ;  in  allufioo  to  this  affiur,  the  ca^e  waa 
afterwards  iromcally  called  the  Court  Cave.  There  b  an- 
other cave  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  the  caftle  of  Wemyls,  and 
much  about  the  iame  diftance  from  the  fli<bre  as  the  for- 
men  Thb  cave,  which  is  about  lOo  feel  in  length,  io« 
in  breadth,  and  50  in  height,  was*  fitted  up  about  60  years 
ago  by  a  tackfman  for  a  glals-woik  ;  but  Ibon  after  tiie  work 
commenced,  the  man  became  bankrupt^  and  the  bnilduijg^ 
were  allowed  to  go  to  ruins. 

AShantagts  and  Difitdvanfa^es^-^Tht  "psixiSk  derives 
great  advantage  from  the  abundance  of  coal  -,  and  wh^i; 
fiihing  was  plenty,  living  was  much  cheaper  here  than  in 
moft  places.  One  difadvantage  which  the  commercial  patt 
Ikbour  under,  is  the  want  6f  a  poft-office.  Though  Dy fartp 
which  is  the  neareft  poft-ttown,  is  not  at  a  great  diftance. 
yet  as  letters  cannot  be  anfwered  the  fame  day  on  whicb 
Ihey  are  received,  without  fending  them  by  eltprels  to  the 
offi^e^  mnch  inconvenience  is  thereby  oocafioned,  whidi 
could  be  eafily  remedied  at  a  very  imall  estpcnce^  as  the 
poit-boy  pafles  through  Eaftei  Wtmyfk  oa  hb  way  to 
Lcven* 


\of1Vmyp.  ^3^ 

Chara&ir.^^Tht  people  in  general  are  fober  and  indii* 
ftrioas,  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  public  worfliip^ 
and  apparently  contented  with  their 'fittiations  *. 


NUM- 


*  At  a  period  when  the  abolition  of  the  ilaveotrade  has  become  tile 
fabjed  of  Parlianeotary  coniideration,  'the  'follo^ring  anecdote  may  not 
be  diiagreeable,  M  being  perhaps  the  firft  procefs  of  the  kind  that  came 
before  the  Court  of  Seffion :— A  geotieman  from  the  Weft  Indies,  re- 
iiding  Otaie  H^e  at  Mothtt,^  ndj^tb  tevapt,  wh^jD  he  ha4  bwgfa^  with 
him,  embraced  at  that  time  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  was  baptized  in 
the  church  of  Wem/&,  September  lo.  1769,  by  the  name  of  David  Spent. 
Soon  after  this  his  mailer  refuWed  to  fend  htm  back  to,  and  fell  him  as  a 
Have  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  but  Spens  getting  information  of  it,  immc- 
diatelj  left  his  mailer,  and-wenrto  the  hwfe  of^^fanner-in  ihe  parifli. 
The  mailer  then  raiied  a  proceis  before  the  Court  of  Seffion  againft  Spen» 
to  return  to  his  ilavery,  and  againft  the  farmer  for  advifing  him  to  defert^ 
and  alfo  for  protedliog  him.  To  defend  Spcns  from  the  oppreiBon  of  his 
mafter,  and  to  affift  him  in  aflertkig,  what  th^j  conceived,  his  juft  rights 
and  priTileges  as  a  Brftifti  fubjed,  the  iifhabiunts  of  the  parifti  readily 
•fponfed  his  cauie,  and  raified  a  coofidcrable  fum  of  money.  The  caui» 
was  enrolled  Jatinary  1 770.  Fbor  iawyert  wc/t  engaged;  and  on^e 
^Tebntary,  theoaufe'Wta  ably  pidd  on  both  fides.  Memorials  were 
appointed  to  be  givdo^  in  for,  both  parties  ■;  but  (bon  after  this  the  mailer 
died*  and  the  canfe  wM^lropt.  To  the  honour  of  the  lawyers  eqgag^ 
for  the  defendant,  via.  MefTrf  Croibie,  Al.  Fcrgofon,  Hay  and  Belfc^ps^ 
Advocates,  imd  Mr  Walter  ycrgnfoa,  *  writer,  agent,  none  of  tima 
'would  accept  of  a  (fee. 
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NUMBER    XXVn. 
PARISH  OF   SLEAT, 


(CouNTT  OF  Inverness,  Synod  of  GlenblGi  akb 

Fresbttkkt  of  Skt). 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Martin  MACPHEtsoKi  Mim/ltr. 


Origin  of  the  Name,  l^c. 

A  S  is  the  cafe  in  moft  etymological  remarks,  notbtn^ 
^  certain  can  be  faid  as  to  the  word  Sleat.  It  is  moft 
probabljr  Danifh,  and  maj  poffiblj  allude  to  the  pentnfii>> 
lar  fituation  of  the  place;  it  is  a  fafl,  that  the  names  6f 
nany  of  the  farms  are.  in  that  language,  fucb  as  Oftai^, 
Tarlkvaig,  Saafaig,  Toakvaig,  and  Moocfaig;  that  ia  to 
lay,  Eaft  Bay,  North  Bay,  South  Bay,  Wc . 

Situation,  Extent^  and  Praduce.^Tht  pariih  is  ftretched 
N.  £.  and  S.  W.  forming  an  extent  of  17  English  miles 
along  the  fea,  having  the  mainland  of  Scotland  oppofite  to 
it  on  the  eaft,  viz.  the  diftri&s  of  Glenelg,  Knoydart,  Mo« 
rar,  and  Arifaig,  the  breadth  of  the  chtonel  varying  from 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  two  leagues.  Sleat  is  bounded  on 
3  tbe 
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the  W.  and  N.  bfthe  pariih  of  Stradi.  The  breadth  o£ 
tbe  parifli  is  from  one  mile  to  three  and  a  half,  being,  liker 
all  parts  of  the  iOand  of  Sky,  interfered  by  diferent  arms 
•f  the  fea. 

Th<  turo  extremities  of  the  pariih  confift  of  confiderable 
traSs  of  tolerable  paftore-gronnd,  well  calculated  for  rear- 
ing black  cattle,  equal  in  quality  to  any  the  neighbourhood 
produces ;  indeed,  the  whole  weft  fide  of  the  parifli  is  made 
|ip  of  a  pleafant  mixture  of  arable  and  rough  ground  ;  and 
there  one  may  like  wife' find  three  confiderable  ftook  ofna^ 
tnral  wood,  confifting  of  oak,  affa,  elm,  birch,  am,  rone* 
tree,  hazle,  willow,  and  other  aquatics. 

Wood  is  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  ifland  of  Sky,  th^re 
being'  hardly  a  tree,  natural  or  planted,  excepting  here*;  it 
may  be  fuperfluous  to  add,  that  this  contributes  muth  to 
the  ornament,  not  to  (ay  ufefulneis  of  the  difierent  tenures 
on  which  this  valuable  commodity  grows. 
'  The  eaft  fide  of  the  parifli,  particularly  from  the  farm  of 
Knock  to  Tormore,  forming  an  'extent  of  five  miles  in 
length)  and  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  in  breadth,  is  arable, 
the  £bil  being  deep^  clay,  in  fome  places  of  abhiifli,  in*  others 
of  a  reddilh  colour,  exceedingly  adapted  to  ditching  and 
hedging;  produces  middling. crops  of  oats  and  potatoes,, 
though,  in  fpite  of  its  fouthern  expofure,  the  harvefis  are  in 
general  late,  oiling  to  the  ground  being  damp,  and  in  fome 
places  fpouty,  added,  as  was  formerly  mentioned,  to  its 
clayey  texture ;  it  cannot  however  remain  a  doubt,  that 
by  proper  attention  to  inclofures  and  ditches,  (fliould  en- 
eonragemdnt  ofier),  an  induftrious  farmer  would  here  find 
»  good  fttbjeft  to  fpeculate  and  praftife  upon.  The  barony 
pf  Sleat  is  now  fubdivided  into  %6  di£Fercnt  farms  or  tene- 
ments,  which  at  a  moderate  calculation,  may  fow  about  ao 
bolls  each^  in  all  530.  There  is  hardly  any  barley,  the 
lea-ware  growing  on  the  ihore  being  almoft  entirely  laid 

out 
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ootili  maniitbg  poMoa.  That nfcfid rMC  is  modbt  and 
iadsed  neoeflarily:  culttvaled  herc^  the  iahabftancs  ItviiiK 
great  part  <if.  l)he  year  aa  potetocsy  aad.farioos  foita  of  fifliy 
chiefly  herriDgs,  (hoab  of  which  regularlj  and  ppovideo* 
tiidly  make  thdr  tppaarance  in  alnoft  all  the  faaja  and 
locbs  voood  the  iflandt  about  the  oodi  of  ^ily,  and  gene* 
xallj  remain  in  lels  or  greater  bodica  ttU  ihenuddk  oCDe- 
oember*  Naturct  iodecdp  faea»  to  hare  laade  Ibme  pro* 
^fion  for  the  (npport  oCdte  inbabitanta  of  this  land,  aa  the. 
fifl^cifb  up  nearljT  at  the  tsme  tkht  the  meal  is  coofuiiMi^ 
'Bi^  may  be  plimied  in.  tbe  parifli  of  Skat  about  30Q 
bolls  of  potatoes.  Their  flMafam  is  a  beniog-bartel  filled^ 
o£  filch  they  allow  thvcte  to  a  boll ;  what  proportion  this 
bears  to  the  legal  meafura^  ia  the  Low  Coontry*  I  know 
aot,  hiut  there  may  be  900  barrels  planted  annoally»  but  it 
k  to  bo  underflood,  tfaat  this  is  aknoft;  altogether  dene  ia 
the  lazy.bed  way^  What  attaches  tbe  iahabitaiita  to  thia 
iaofia  af  ptaatiog  potatoes  is*  that  they  coacdve  the  ^and 
9oqi»ieea  Icjs  prepamtioa  than  M9km  {riaoetd  in  the  drill, 
pf;}Ms  there  are  from  4  to  6  returns;  potatoes  firom  10  to 
ii^\  there  hatfe  been  from  34  to  38  returns  in  tbe  drill 
Hwy,  bttt  this  held  nowhere  but  in  fioxall  %ots,  where  the 
pivparation  of  the  ground  was  much  attended  to.  There 
ar«  only  Jia  ploughs  io  tbe  parilk;  the  other  iinplemeiua 
of  tillage  are  gardcxt  and  crooked  ipades^  Lintfeed  is  foam 
bare  with  fucoeis,  though  in  fmall  quantities,  bat.  enoo^ 
Io  (bow  that  fehQ  ground  i&  weU  adapted  to  fiich  porpofe. 

The  fuel  is  entirely  turf  or  peat ;  it  is  nnneeefiary  to  de. 
fcribe  tbe  proeefs  of  cutting  and  drying  it  ^  but  I  am  brn 
to  obfervc,  that  this  article  takes  up  a  great  proportioQ  of 
ti)e  fjariner's  time,  and  that  y^y  oft^ntheir  labour  is  ia 
¥ain,  particularly  wh«>:tbe  latter  end  of  fummer,  and  the 
beginuisg  of  autumn,  hafipeas  to  be  twj^  which  unforto. 
natdy  is  too  ofun  the  cufie  intke  Weaam.flighJands,  and 
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this  circiimftailce  miift  make  the  hufliandaian  and  grazier 
bid  adieu  to  all  regular  calculation.  * 

At  .a  moderate  calcalatioo,  there  may  be  a6oo  head  of 
black  cattle  in  the  pariih.  It  is  impoffible  to  fay  exa£U/ 
H9\ax  number  is  aunuallj  fold,  as  the  iales  mud  depend  upou 
a  number  of  contingent  circumftances.  The  breed  of  hor- 
fes  is  fmally  and  entirelj  nfed  for  the  different  purpofes  of 
agricukure,  the  number  may  be  250  or  thereabout.  As  to 
ifaeep,  the  number  in  the  pariih  is  fo  few,  that  it  is  hardly 
worth  the  calculating.  Such  as  can  afford  to  eat  mutton  are 
obliged  to  purchafe  from  the  neighbouring  iheep- walks* 

Populaiion.'^ln  the  year  175  J,  the  number  of  fouls  in 
the  parifh  was  1250  $  and  now,  notwithflanding  emigra- 
tionsi  and  repeated  drains  to  the  army,  the  inhabitants  a- 
mount  to  1788.  The  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  as 
5  to  6  ;  the  number  of  deaths  for  years  back  is  from  18  to 
t8;  marriages  from  9  to  14;  births  at  an  average  40. 
There  are  now  eight  men  in  the  parifli  upwards  of  80  ;  of 
Women  above  that  age,  five ;  of  that  number,  one  is  98, 
and  another  95. 

j/nfi^uities.-^ThcTe  are  two  cailles  in  this  parifh  tole- 
rably confpicuous ;  i^,  Dunjkaicb^  built  upon  a  rock,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  Sleat ;  the  communication  betwixt  thi3 
rock  and  the  oppofite  fide  was  kept  up  by  a  draw-bridge, 
but  from  the  appearance  of  the  mafon>work  on  that  fide  of 
the  caflle,  the  arch  feeros  to  be  modern ;  the  building  on 
the  wed  fide  has  every  appearance  of  antiquity,  part  being 
circular,  and  covered  from  top  to  bottom  with  ivy.  There 
has  been  a  prifon  and  draw-well ;  all  this  feems  to  infer, 
that  the  edifice  was  reared  at  different  times,  and  perhaps 
in  different  ages ;  he  muft  be  an  ill-informed  reader  that 
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does  not  know  that  this  caftk  is  much  cekbrated  in  tfie 
Tvellknown  works  of  Fingal.  At  the  diflance  of  threes 
miles  on  the  eaftern  fliore  fiands  caflle  F  ChamuiSf  u  t.  the 
Caftle  at  the  end  of  a  Baj.  This  ftnifhire  b  Ukewife- 
partly  ancient,  partly  modem,  one  fide  being  ciicalar,  and 
Covered  with  ivy,  the  other  beiag  built  in  the  commoo 
ftyle  of  mafonry.  This  caftle  held  out  a  fiege,  if  I  remem- 
ber well,  in  the  reign  of  James  IV.  from  the  Madeods, 
who  had  obtained  the  Royal  fanftion  for  committing  de- 
predations on  the  country.  The  fiege  w,as  raifed  in  a  g^ent 
nieafure  through  the  addrefe  and  intrepidity  of  a  lady^ 
fiyled,  Man  Cbaiftail^  u  e,  Mary  of  the  Caftle,  her  refi- 
dence  being  probably  in  the  cafUe  or  neighbourhood  pre- 
vions  to  the  fiege  ;  it  does  not,  however,  appear,  that  this 
heroine  (hared  the  fame  fisite  with  the  Maid  of  Orleans. 
There  are  befides  five  duns,  of  which  hardly  any  thing,  re- 
mains but  the  name;  fuch  as,  Dun-Phaick  in  Kilmore, 
Dun-Flo  in  Tormore,  Dun-Crcilt  in  Canradle,  Dun-Iilay  iit 
Oftaig,  Dunan-Choinach ;  the  three  firft  are  Daniib.  At 
Dun-Flo  there  may  be  feen  a  number  of  human  bones,  a 
party  of  King  William's  troops  having  landed  from  a  {hip> 
of  a  Captain  Porringer  in  the  month  of  September  i688y 
after  having  burned  the  houfe  of  Sir  Donald  Macdonmld, 
were  by  the  natives  forced  to  reimbari^  after  a  Ikirmifh,- 
in  which  the  Royalifts  were  defeated  with  the  lofa  of  a6 
men.  Dun-Iflay  feems  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the 
following  circUmftance  *,  a  party  of  the  inhabitants  of  that^ 
ifland,  at  a  very  remote  period,  landed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  rock,  where  they  fortified  themfelves,  and* 
were  at  length  cut  off  by  the  inhabitants.  * 

Church^-^The  pariih -church  was  built  in  the  year  tCSr^ 
aod  has  lately  undergone  repairs  ^  it  is  the  largeft  ftrudox^e- 

of 


^  Skat.  539 

•of  lliat  fort  in  the  ifland.  There  is  no  manfe  or  defigned 
glebe,  the  prefent  incnmbent  being  accommodated  w4th  a 
farm  and  tolerable  manfion-houfe.  The  fiipends  amount 
to  no  more  than  ^'t  minimum,,  nn%.  8bo  merks  Scots,  com- 
mnnion-elements,  according  to  fome  mens  opinion,  in- 
clufive.  The  King  is  Patron  ;  Lord  Macdonald  fole  heri- 
tor. The  real  rent  is  L.  1300  Sterling,  or  thereabouts. 
AH  the  inhabitants  ace  Prefbjterians. 

SciooL — ^There  is  a  parochial  {chool,  in  -which  moft 
lirancbes  of  literature  are  at  prefent  taught  bj  James  Be^ 
Terlj,  a  naidve  of  Aberdeen,  the  number  of  fcholars  at- 
tending varies  from  25  to  46.  The  falarj  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  fchool  may  amount  to  L.  24  Sterling.  There 
has  been  no  Societj-fchool  fince  the  year  1778. 

Poor.— They  are  in  number  at  this  time  25,  who  ace 
fupported  in  fome  meafure  by  the  colleftion.  They  have 
been  of  late  yeafs  much  obliged  to  the  donations  of  a  gen- 
tleman, who  is  a  native  of  this  country,  (a  fon  of  the  late 
incumbent  of  this  parHh),  Sir  John  Macpherfon,  once  Go- 
vernor-General of  Bengal. 

Mifcettaneous  Ohfirvationu — ^There  are  no  made  roads 
in  this  pariih.  There  is  an  excellent  and  well-known  har- 
bour, IJlt  Omafay^  a  good  deal  frequented  by  ihipping, 
though  they  are  generally  fmall,  owing  to  its  local  fitua* 
tion  ;  there  is  anchorage  for  veflels  of  almoft  any  fize  ;  I 
have  often  feen  100  fail  riding  at  once  in  the  bay,  chiefly 
herring-bufTes ;  now  and  then,  indeed,  ihips  from  the  Baltic 
touch  here.  Wages  of  men-fervants  are  from  L.  2  to  L.  3 
Sterl.  each,  befides  (hoes-,  the  wages  of  women  from  X2s.  to 
%.  r,  and  (hoes.   I  conceive  it  annece(rarj  to  give  any  fort  of 
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general  oharader  of  the  genius  or  temper  of  the^inbabitnats  \ 
it  is  probable  that  fome  of  my  'neighbouring  bcethren  aay 
have  favoured  the  public  with  fuch  ditquifitions,  of  coorfe 
their  information  maj  latisfy  the  reader  as  to  the  mannen 
and  cnftoms  of  the  pari(hioners  of  Skat,  the^  being  natu- 
rally much  fimilarity,  by  reafon  of  the  contiguity  of  the 
pariflies.  I  deem  it  likewife  fuperiluonsi  if  not  impecti- 
sent,  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
part  of  the  country  is  treated  by  the  Legiflature,  or  more 
properly  fpeaking,  by  thojfe  in  power,  as  it  is  to  be  fuppo* 
fed,  that  in  a  proportionate  degree  the  fame  attention  is 
paid  to  it,  as  to  the  reft  of  the  pmpire. 
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PARISH  OF   PETERHEAD, 


(County  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  District  ov 

BUCHAN,  AND   PrESBYTERY   OF  DeER). 


By  tie  Reo.  Dr  MoiR,  Mimfter. 


Name* 

THE  prefent  name  of  this  pariih  is  Peterhead,  formerlj 
called  Peter'a-heady  fappofed  to  be  derived  from  the 
promontory  which  lies  between  the  town  and  the  liaa,  the 
Tai{aA«f  or  Tdu^oxov  om^w  of  Plolemj,  and  to  have  the  name 
of  Peter,  from  being  dedicated  to  a  faint,  or  the  Apoftle  of 
that  name ;  though  this  is  entirely  conje&ure.  Some  think 
the  name  has  its  derivation  from  the  Greek  word  IIct^, 
or  the  French  word  Pierre^  each  of  thefe  fignifying  a  rock, 
on  which  the  town  is  founded  \  others,  that  it  takes  its 
name  from  a  Highland  chieftain,  called  Peter,  or  Patrick, 
having  loft  his  head  on  a  plundering  expedition  to  this 
parifli;  in  fupport  of  this  opinion,  they  fay  Auehtiegatt^ 
the  name  of  a  farm  about  two  miles  from  the  town,  figt^i- 
fies  in  Erfe^  The  place  where*  the  Highlanders  flood ;  and 
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that  Caimgattf  now  in  the  parifli  of  Longfide,  formedj 
ptrt  of  this  pariihy  was  the  place  where  they  were  encamp- 
ed. What  truth  is  in  either  of  theCe  cpnjefiores,  or  if  they 
deferve  any  credit,  J  leave  to  antiquarians  to  determine  ; 
only  ob&rving,  the  derivation  from  the  Greek  or  French 
appears  to  have  littlie  foundation,  as  Peter  was  part  of  the 
name  of  this  parilh  before  any  part  of  die  town  was  boilt ; 
befidcs,  the  town  was  formerly  called  Keith  Inchf  and  re- 
tained that  name  till  15939  when  it  obtained  a  charter  as  a 
burgh  of  barely  • 

Ancient  Entent.^^TYit,  mofi  ancient  name  of  this  pariih 
was  Peter  Ugie^  which  is  to  be  found  in  many  charters.  It 
was  formerly  of  mtfch  greater  extent  than  at  prelent,  and 
extended  weftward  on  both  fides  of  the  Ugie  (or  its 
branches)  in  fome  parts  nearly  nine  mUes.  In  i6ao,  a 
great  part  of  this  parifli  was  taken  off*,  to  form,  with  a  part 
of  Crimond,  the  parilh  of  Longfide,  which  for  fome  time 
was  called  Wejlern  Ugie. 

Situation.'^Tht  parifli  is  fituate  in  the  county  and  Sy- 
nod of  Aberdeen^  diftrtft  of  Bucban^  and  prefbytery  of  Deer  $ 
it  is  nearly  5  miles  long  from  N.  to  S.  and  from  3  to  4 
from  £•  to  W. ;  bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  parifh  of  Crm- 
den ;  by  Longjide  on  the  W.  \  the  water  of  Ugie^  which 
feparates  it  from  the  parifli  of  St  Fergus^  on  the  N.  i  and  00 
the  £.  by  the  German  Ocean. 

Surface.^—TYit  parifli  is  in  general  flat,  with  fome  little 
eminences,  which  can  fcarce  be  called  hills  \  but  from  thefe 
little  eminences,  and  the  hollows  formed  betwixt  them, 
the  view  is  a  little  varied,  and  from  the  luxuriancy  of  the 
(oil,  were  belts  or  clumps  of  trees  interfperfed  more  fre- 
miently,  of  which  there  are  very  few,  it  would  have  a 
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pkafimt  appearance ;  the  S.  and'  S.  W«  part  being  termi- 
nated by  mols  and  moor,  has  rather  a  Bleak  afped ;  but 
Ihe  N.  part  has  a  varietj  of  objedb  to  attrad  attention  and 
pleafe  the  eje  *,  the  old  caftles  of  Raven* i  Craig  and  Inver^ 
vgiif  formerly  feats  of  the  Earl  Marifchal ;  the  river  Ugie^  a 
Imall  plantation  of  timber,  fome  elegant  farm-houfes,  the 
arches  of  the  bridge  of  Inverugic^  a  windmill,  a  profpeA 
of  the  town,  and  fpire  of  the  town-houfe  of  Peterhead,  ter- 
minated by  the  fea,  with  a  continued  field  of  rich  and  fer- 
tile foil,  capable  of  the  highefl  cultivation,  render  the  pro- 
fpeft  very  delightful.  Moft  of  thefe  objeOs  are  obferved 
from  the  high  road ;  but  on  ftepping  afide  a  few  hundred 
yards  to  Mount  Pleafant^  they  are  feen  to  greateft  advan- 
tage, with  a  few  trees,  venerable  for  their  fize  and  anti- 
quity, contiguous  to  the  houfe  of  Inverugiet  a  corn-mill  and 
extenfive  bleachfield  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Ugie^  with  the 
purling  ftreams,  ferpentlne  turns,  and  verdant  banks  of 
that  river,  which,  taken  altogether,  form  one  of  the  richeft 
and  moft  beautiful  laudfeapes  in  Bucban. 

The  fiurther  account  of  this  parifli  will  be  divided  into 
two  parts,  the  country  and  the  town  *,  I  fball  firft  begin 
with  the  country  part  of  the  parifh. 

How  of  Bucian.^^AhoMt  a  mile  wefiward  from  the 
town  is  placed  what  is  called  the  How^  or  Hoim  of  Buchan, 
either  firom  being  the  loweft  part  of  that  diftrid,  or  from  a 
very  ftriking  peculiarity,  that  on  ftepping  afide  but  a  few 
yards  from  the  high-^road  with  houfes  in  your  view  on  each 
fide,  and  going  down  a  very  fliort  declivity,  you  foon  fee  no- 
thing before  you  or  above,  but  a  gentle  riling  of  the  ground 
and  the  firmament.  I  am  apt  to  think  this  peculiarity  cannot 
BOW  be  found,  from  die  ereQion  of  fome  houfes  lately  in  the 
pariih  ;  at  lead,  I  have  examined  tlie  fpot,  without  obfer- 
ving  the  lame  appearances  which  were  t^ere  30  years  ago. 
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The  ground  in  the  pariih  riles  gradually  (ma  die  tei  to 
the  wefiward,  nearly  to  the  extremity  of  the  pariih  in  moft 
places.  The  only  eminence  that  can  be  called  a  bill,  is 
the  Stirling  HiU,  which  feparates  this  pariih  on  the  S.  from 
the  parifb  of  Cruden.  The  highefi  part  of  this  hill  is  fcarce- 
ly  200  £eet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  In  time  of  war, 
perfoas  often  refort  there  to  obferve  if  any  ihips  are  on  the 
coaft ;  it  is  Icen  at  a  confiderable  diftance  at  fea,  and  was 
of  great  fervice  to  the  fiihers  on  this  coaft  as  a  land-mark, 
before  they  carried  a  compafs  in  their  boats,  trhicli  is  only 
a  late  precaution,  and  ftill  not  generally  ufed. 

,  £ajfj«— There  are  two  bays  in  the  pariih,  the  bajs  of 
Peterhiod  and  Itroernettien  The  bay  of  Peterhead  b  formed 
by  the  town  and  neck  of  land,  which  projeds  betwixt  it 
and  the  fea  on  the  N.  \  this  promontory  is  called  Cbalk 
Jttchf  Keith  Ltctf  and  GretnbiU^  is  unqaeftionably  the 
eaAermoft  point  in  Scotland,  and  ought  to  be  c^ed  Bu- 
cbannefs.  The  bay  is  terminated  on  the  S.  by  the  lapds  of 
Invernettie^  terminating  in  a  point  called  Satie's  Head.  The 
other  bay  is/ormed  from  this  point  on  the  N.  and  part  of 
the  lands  of  Boddom,  the  termination  of  the  Stn^Hng  Hill 
on  the  S*;  this  point  is  called  Boddom-bead  \  but  in  charts, 
and  by  moft  ftrangers,  is  ftyled  the  Bucbannefs,  The  di* 
ftance  from  Boddom-bead  to  the  eaftermoft  point  of  Keith 
Incb,  is  about  3  miles ;  and  a  line  drawn  through  thefe  two 
points  is  confiderably  to  the  eaftward.  of  Satie's  Head, 
which  divides  thefe  two  bays.  The  (hore  on  theibuth  fide 
of  the  pariih  is  rocky  and  high ;  at  the  head  of  each 
bay  there  is  a  fandy  beach.  In  the  bay  near  to  Boddom- 
beadf  there  is  a  fmall  rock  about  half  a  mile,  or  a  little 
more,  from  the  land,  called  Sierra,  in  maps  denominated 
Craig  Hurliey  where  people  often  go  to  gather  dilfe,  where 
fome  fea-fowl  refott,  and  where  the  ht^  mafons  of  thi? 
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town  ufed  fometimes  to  hold  their  meetings,  when  mem- 
bers were  admitted  into  their  focietjr,  and  before  the  pre- 
fent  Keith  Lodge  was  ereded  in  the  town  of  Peterhead. 
The  baj  of  Peterhead  affords  ^ a  verj  (afe  anchorage  for 
Ihips  of  anj  burden,  in  all  ftrong  gales  of  wind  from  the 
wefi,  W.  N.  W.  or  W.  S.  W.  and  when  they  blow  from 
this  quarter  with  any  degree  of  violence,  moft  ihips  going 
either  to  the  N.  or  S.  are  obliged  to  return  hither  for  ihel- 
ter;  and  in  particular,  when  the  wind  blows  from  W.S.  W. 
thej  can  fetch  no  harb/ours  on  this  coail,  nor  either  the 
frith  of  Cromarty  or  Forib^  and  their  onlj  place  of  refuge 
is  the  baj  and  harbour  of  Peterhead. 

Trefent  Extent,--^!  know  of  no  accurate  furvey  of  this 
parifli,  which  afcertains  precifelj  the  number  of  acres  in  it ; 
I  think  they  may  be  eftimated  at  7000  \  5000  of  which 
snay  be  arable,  and  1000  mois  and  moor,  which  moftly  lie 
in  the  S.  and  S.  W.  parts  of  the  pariih. 

Soil.-^The  foil  is  of  great  variety,  from  a  fandy  loam 
and  hazly  thin  foil,  to  a  rich  deep  black  eart^,  and  a  flrong 
clay  foil ;  t  am  of  opinion  the  greateft  part  of  the  arable 
land,  from  the  nature  of  the  (oil,  is  capable  of  as  high  cu}- 
tore,  and,  if  properly  managed,  would  produce  as  weighty 
crops  as  the  fame  extent  of  land  in  moft  parts  of  the 
country. 

^ir.— -The  air  is  cold,  when  compared  with  that  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  at  kaft  ia  fummer ;  in  winter  the 
froftt  are  not  near  £0  ioteofe  at  in  other  places^  the  air  is 
rather  moifi.  In  fummer  there  is  a  mift  or  fog  proceeding 
f reqnenily  from  the  (ca,  which  fometimes  extends  no  fiur- 
ther  than  the  town  of  Peterhead,  and  which  is  often  pcoi- 
iior  to  this  parilb,  but  it  is  by  no  means  unwholefome,  and 
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though  ftrangers  complain  of  ity  I  do  not  think  thetr  htaidtf 
or  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  injured  by  it. 

Di/ea/is,^^TheTt  are  no  dtfeafes  pjccoL'ar  to  this  paiiih  ^ 
rheumatifm,  phthiiis  pnlmonalis,  fcrofula  and  toothfldi»2 
appear  to  be  moft  frequent.  In  Z782,  the  influenza  was 
▼erj  prevalent,  but  not  fatal,  excepting  in  two  old  perfoosv 
The  putrid  fore  throat  has  within  thefe  ^ew  jears  made 
its  appearance,  and  has  proved  fatal  in  manj  inflances. 
Notwithftanding  the  moifture  of  the  air  of  Peterhead,  there 
is  no  inftance  of  a  resd  intermittent  fever  or  ague  being 
hatched  in  this  parifli.  Many  people  have  agues,  but  they 
bring  them  from  Holland,  the  (ea-ports  in  the  Baltic,  t&e^ 
fenny  counties  of  England,  or  the  fouth  of  Scotland. 

Pleuri'fies  and  peripneumonies  are  rate,  though  they 
fometimes  happen* 

Fevers  are  very  frequent ;  but  i^hatevet  appearance 
they  may  aflume-  at  firft,  they  generally  terminate  in  a  low 
nervous  fever.  From  a  very  attentive  obtervation  nld 
eztenfive  experience,  I  can  fpeak  with  confidence  of  the 
danger  of  blood-letting  in  general  in  fevers,  unle&  there  is 
appearance  fd  inflammation  on  fome  particular  part. 
There  is,  however,  a  general  prejudice  in  fiivoor  of  this 
praAice ;  when  a  perfon  falls  fick,  he  firft  bleeds»  and  then 
confults  his  phyfician. 

Mineral  Waiers^^Thtxt  are  a  number  of  chaljbeate 
fprings  in  this  parifh,  and  a  very  ftrong  one  in  the  town. 

Lakes  and  Rhers.'^Thtr^  are  no  lakes  in  this  parifli, 
and  only  one  river  called  the  Ugie ;  this  river  oonfifis  of 
two  feparate  fmall  rivers,  which  take  their  rife  about  x8 
or  20£miles  from  the  &a ;  they  are  called  the  waters  of 
Stricbeu  and  Deer^  from  pai&ng  by  in  their  conrfe  tiiefe 
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two  viQages ;  the  two  branches  unite  in  one  (beam  about 
five  miles  from  this  place,  and  then  take  the  oame  of  Ugie. 
The  tide  flows  about  a  mile  aod  a  half  up  this  river,  as  far 
as  the  bridge  of  Inverugie^  which  i^  very  neat,  confiding  of 
two  arches,  and  was  confidered  of  fuch  importance  to  this 
country,  as  to  obtain  an  aft  of  Parliament  for  its  eredlion  in 
the  reign  of  James  VIL  Small  coafting  veflels  may  enter 
the  river  with  the  tide,  and  fometimes  icome  in,  but  very 
feldom ;  it  might,  however,  be  eafily  rendered  navigable,  at 
leaft  a  canal  might  be  made]  to  communicate  with  the  river. 
Such  a  plan  has  been  in  contemplation,  the  expence  has 
been  calculated  by  engineers,  and  I  am  informed  it  might 
be  executed  fb  as  to  reach  a  village  in  the  centre  of  a  very 
fertile  and  populous  part  of  the  country,  about  10  miles 
from  the  fea,  at  a  lels  fum  than  I^  4000 ;  but  no  exertion3 
have  yet  been  made  to  carry  this  into  effect,  though  the 
proprietors  of  the  ground  through  which  the  canal  mud 
pals,  are  in  very  affluent  circumftances,  and  by  means  of  it 
the  greateft  advantages  would  accruic  to  a  large  diflrift  of 
their  property*  In  this  parifli  there  are  feveral  (mali  ri- 
vulets or  ftreams  of  water  running  in  different  diredious^ 
in  which  there  are  a  few  trouts  and  eels ;  from  Jthefe  rills^ 
or  (mall  lums^  four  miUs  are  fupplied  with  water  for  grind- 
ing grain  into  meal  and  malt,  and  there  is  one  mill  on  the 
Ugie  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  there  is  one  windmill  near  the 
town  of  Peterhead,  on  a  (mall  eminence,  for  grinding  malt, 
and  which  lately,  by  a  (mail  addition  to  the  machinery, 
firikes  pot  (pearl)  barley* 

Salmon^  C^r.— In  the  water  of  Ugie  there  are  falmon  of 
an  excellent  quality.  Thefe  are  feldom  caught  before  the 
month  of  April,  and  from  that  time  till  the  firft  of  July  aro 
in  greateft  perfedion.  There  are  great  varieties  of  fine 
troot^  ffimocksi  eelsi  minnpwsi  and  flounders  in  the  river. 
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The  rent  of  the  falmon-fiihing  is  L/too  Sterii&g  \  md  th« 
number  of  barrels  caught  ananally  is  at  an  average  from 
50  to  60  ;  a  £eW|  far  fome  years,  have  been  pickled  for 
the  London  market,  owing  to  the  tackiinen,  who  refide  in 
Peterhead,  having  very  eztenfive  connedions  with  tfast 
branch  of  tra^^  elfewhere^  Frelh  falnion  are  fold  at  ^\  d. 
per  pound,  formerly  at  %  d.  There  can,  however,  be  no 
ground  of  complaint  for  the  price  being  advanced,  oonfi- 
dering  the  high  price  this  article  gives  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  There  are  no  pikes  nor  (hell-fifli  in  the  river, 
except  the  pearl  mufcle,  in  which  pearls  of  value  are  (bmc- 
times  found. 

Loch  of  Myrefidi.-^  haye  faid  there  are  no  lakes  in  this 
pariih.  In  winter,  however,  a  {mall  loch  is  formed  in  one 
part  of  the  pariih,  a  confiderable  extent  of  ground  being 
overflowed  from  the  particular  fituation  of  the  adjacent 
fields,  and  the  ditches  not  being  kept  in  proper  order  to 
carry  ofl*  the  ftagnate  water,  called  the  Loch  ofMjrefide^ 
where  perfons  fond  of  Ikating  fometlmes  find  amufement, 
ivhen  it  is  frozen  over  with  ice,  and  where  wild  ducks, 
wild  geefe,  and  fometimes  fwans  refort  in  winter.  The 
lands  overflowed  by  the  water  are  meliorated  in  the  foil, 
and  would  be  more  fertile  if  the  ditches  were  kept  in  pro- 
per order* 

Siii-Fi/h. — ^There  is  great  variety  of  filh  caught  in  this 
parifh  on  the  coofl,  and  of  an  excellent  quality,  fuch  as  h&d-  J 
docks,  whitings,  flounders  of  all  kinds,  roughback,  plaife, 
fde,  halibut,  turbot,  fkate,  dog  and  cat  fifli.  The  lobftrr 
and  crab,  and  other  fpecies  of  cancer,  are  common ;  the 
lobfters  formerly  were  more  frequent,  and  porchaied  in 
great  quantities  for  the  London  market ;  there  are  at  pre- 
lent  not  above  i)ooo  antmally  fent  from  this  pariih.    The 
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iHhen  coosplaiii  Qf  the  difficuky  of  finding  tiien,  tnd  are 
lured  ^o  fiih  £ar  them,  in  other  places  in  the  Murray  Friik^ 
where  they  are  tnact  fucce&fiil,  and  where  one  man  will 
gain  from  L.  fto  to  L.  30  Sterling  daring  the  fifliing  feafon* 
The  haddocks  and  cod  are  in  abundance  \  great  qaanti« 
ties  of  each  are  fold  frcih  to  liipply  the  town  and  countrj 
at  a  coniiderable  diftance,  and  from  400  to  600  barrek  are 
laltedy  and  fent  from  this  parilh  to  the  timdonfiMxktl  ^v^tf 
year*  Great  quantities  of  large  cod  and  ling  are  catched 
in  the  fpring  on  Raiirqybead,  and  on  a  bank  which  lies 
from  30  to  40  miles  eaft  of  this  town.  .They  are  dried 
upon  the  rocks,  and  after  fupplying  the  demand  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  are  frnt  to  the  Ibuth  country,  where 
they  find  a  ready  market,  and  defervedly  are  in  very  high 
efiimatioQ.  They  fell  here  from  L.  i  to  L.  i,  10  s.  the 
doxen  ;  about  3  d.  each  pound  i  and  are  caught  chiefly  by 
the  fifliermea  of  Boddom*  The  greateft  part  of  the  coiPM 
founds^  in  this  pariib  are  permitted  to  remsun  *  and  rot  on 
the  fea  beach,  or  are  caft  into  the  dughill,  though  the  ufe 
and  value  of  them  as  an  article  of  food  and  deUbacy  at 
table  have  been  known  here  for  many.^years.  The  crews 
of  the  ihips  that  have  been  fent  from  this  town  to  Barry- 
head,  prefierve  the  founds,  tongues,  and  palates  of  the  cod  > 
caught  there,  and  th^  owners  have  always  found  a  ready 
market  for  them.  The  haddocks  are  in  foafoa  and  greateft 
perfodion  in  the  months  of  May  and  December.  Cod  are 
good  at  any  time  of  the  year ;  of  late  the  haddocks  have 
been  of  a  larger  fiae  than  ufual  -,  thb  ieaibn  they  ase  very 
foarce. 

From  the  dog  fifli  a  confideraUe  quantity  of  oil  is  ex? 
traAedi  the  fiih  is  foldom  eaten  in  this  place,  frequently 
booght  to  ,be  caft  into  the  dunghill ;  a  good  number  ore 
ourried  into  the  country,  and  are  reliflied  by  fome  country 
|MOfde,    The  liTen  of  twenty  dog  fiih  will  produce  one 
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Scoteh  pint  of  oil,  io  value  x  s.  Sterltng,  and  die  bmz  \ 
ber  are  fold  at  three  half  pence,  which  are  pnrchafed  to  be 
carried  to  the  .'country  for  food,  or  for  the  dnngfaill,  and, 
properlj  mixed  with  earth,  make  an  excellent  manure* 
They  are  generally  caught  in  the  months  of  July  and  An- 
goft,  and  employ  the  whole  attention  of  fifhermen  at  that 
time,  fo  that  ibarce  any  other  fifli  is  caught.  Ttvrbat  is  now 
caught ^eqoently,  and  in  great  perfedion.  Thirty  years 
ago  they  were  feldom  ufed  here,  fifequently  caft  into  the 
dunghill,  or  \A  to  wafte  on  &e  ibubeacb.  They  at  pre* 
lent  fell  from  4  d.  to  z  s.  Sterling  each,  and  are  rifing  eve- 
ry day  in  the  'price.  This  is  one  evidence  of  the  ftyle  of 
living  being  much  changed  in  this  place.  Greater  quanti- 
ties might  ftill  be  caught  if  eels  were  ufed  for  bait ;  the 
eels  that  are  found  here  are  fometimes  employed,  and  an- 
fwer  better  than  any  other  bait.  The  lamprey  eels  might 
be  tried,  which  are  found  in  England,  and  are  pnrchafed  by 
the  Dutch  in  large  quantities,  from  whom  many  leflbns 
might  be  obtained  in  the  article  of  fiihing.  They  fifli  for 
cod  on  thb  ooaft  every  fummer,  and  for  herrings,  which 
frequently  are  very  numerous ;  but  none  are  caught  here 
by  the  natives  of  this  place,  though  they  are  perfedly  ac- 
quainted with  the  manner  of  catching  them,  and  fend  feve- 
ral  ihips  every  year  to  the  Hebrides  for  that  purpofe.  Laft 
year  in  the  Murray  Frith,  within  twenty  miles  of  this 
phce,  herrings  were  in  fuch  plenty,  that  children,  fitting  on 
a  rock  on  the  (hore,  and  dropping  a  line  with  two  or  three 
fmall  notched  hooks  fafiened  at  the  end  of  the  line,  and 
pulling  it  up  briikly,  caught  the  herrings  by  the  belly  m 
great  num,bers,  which  were  fold  through  the  countty  at  a 
very  (mall  ^ce«  At  that  time  I  do  not  recoiled  to  hear 
of  a  fingle  ihip  on  the  coaft  employed  io  catching  them. 
The  cat  fiih,  though  reckoned  a  delicacy  by  feme  people, 
is  foldom  ufod  here.    There  are  great  varieties  of  gray 
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^fiiy  c&Ued  feathsy  podlers  and  haddocks,  which,  appear  w 
Be  of  one  fpecies.  Mackarel  is  likewife  foand  here  in  great 
perfedion,  and  felb  from  z  d.  to  2  d.  each.  They  are  ge- 
nerally caught  with  a  white  feather  fattened  on  a  hook» 
the  boat  failing  with  a  quick  motion.  The  ufual  bait  for 
fifli  caught  here,  are  haddocks,  flounder,  cod,  fand  eels^ 
limpets,  log,  fliriropsi  mufiels  and  crabs*  The  muflcls  are 
brought  from  the  Newburgh  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ytbaa, 
about  fifteen  oiiles  from  this  place. 

Fi/bing  TtftiMM.-— There  are  two  fiibing-towns  in  this  pa- 
riih,  the  town  of  Boddom  and  the  Ranheads  in  the  town  of 
Peterhead.  In  the  iea^town  of  Boddom^  there  are  at  pre- 
fent  five  boats  which  pay  rent  to  the  proprietor*  Theib 
employ  thirty  hands.  There  were  lately  fix  boats ;  one  of 
them  was  loft  at  fea  with  four  of  the  men ;  it  has  not  finco 
been  replaced*  Many  of  the  young  men  of  that  town  are 
now  fiulors^  There  are  befides  two  fmafler  boats  in  town 
ibr  the  lold  men.  The  fh(ve  of  Boddom  is  rery  rocky 
and  high.  The  town  is  placed  on  the  top  of  a  precipice,  a 
few  feet  only  from  the  brink  of  it.  There  are  fix  caveg 
betwixt  the  town  and  the  fimtheni  boundary  of  this  pa^ 
riih.  Some  of  them  are  very  high,  and  run  in  within  the 
land  fixty  yards  -,  one  of  them  is  immediately  below  the 
town,  and  fome  of  the  houfes  are  above  the  arch.  In  the 
eaves,  vaft  numbers  of  pigeons  and  cormoranis  conftantly 
refide* 

On  the  eftate  of  Boddom  are  the  veftigea  ef  Ibme  fidt 
pans,  lalt  having  been  manufadured  there  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury. The  whole  mob  of  Boddom  is  &id  to  have  been 
exhanfied  by  fupplying  fuel  for  making  the  fait  \  and  So* 
ti^i  Hsadf  formerly  mentioned  as  a  head-land,  forming  the 
boundary  of  the  bay  of  lavermttit  on  the  north,  is  fidd  to 
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hxtt  derived  its  names  from  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
die  lalt  mannfiidare. 

5m  jlmm^t  SiiUi  and  Plants. — ^There  are  no  remarlL- 
mble  fea-animals.  The  fetl,  porpqife  and  Oar-fifh  are  to  be 
feimd.  There  are  fome  fponges  and  coralines,  and  yari- 
ens  kinds  of  flieUs,  fome  of  them  beantifnllj  turbinated. 
The  fea^plants  are  babby-ware,  tangles,  badderlocks  and 
<dilie.  The  ware  b  nfed  as  a  mannre ;  firom  40  to  50  tons 
of  ieip  are  made  annually  and  exported.  Dilfe  and  bad- 
derlocks are  reckoned  a  great  delicacy  by  many  people, 
particularly  country  people^  who  rrfort  here  to  the  anine- 
ral  weH  in  great  numbers  in  fnmmer,  and  would  not  think 
the  water  could  have  any  efeft,  if  they  did  not  eat  them  in 
great  quantities. 

9iU(r.<^*>Tbe  tide  flows  fnm  the  north  from  Rattiy-head 
.in  the  pariih  of  Crimood  fbotfa  and  footh-eaft,  and  ebbs' 
north  and  north-weft.  In  %King  tides  it  runs  three  miks 
and  a  half  in  an  hour.  In  fome  pbices  from  head-lands  dofe 
in  fliore,  tiMre  is  a  confidcrable  Tariation,  and  currents  in 
different  dtreffions,  and  oalj  mderftood  by  the  pSots,' 
who  are  patfeAly  acquamtod  widi  Cbem* 

L^hi'hou/is/-^Thcu  are  no  light^houfes  in  this  parift« 
I  have  often  thought  it  would  be  of  the  grcateft  benefit  to 
fliips  if  one  was  erefied  on  the  Stirling  hill,  which  is  a  land- 
mark.in  the  day-time  So  fliips  at  fea;  but  I  am  informed 
by  feafaring  pecyle,  though  it  would  be  a  proper  place 
from  that  circumftance,  yet,  from  the  fifequent  mifts  at  £», 
St  would  not  eafily  be  obforved  fromr  fo  high  a  place;  bos 
there  is  little  doubt  of  a  Itg^itJioufo  being  ufofiil,  and  cvea 
neceffaiy,  either  on  the  Kati  Inch  in  this  ^xuifli,  or  on  a 
finall  eminence  in  Broadland  oppofite  to  Rattry-bead  in  the 
X  pariih 
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parifti  of  Crimondf  which  is  nearlj  half  way  betwist  this 
town  and  the  light-houfe  ai  KinnainTs  head,  in  the  parifh 
of  Fraferburgb^  at  the  mouth  of  the  Murray  Frith.  That 
light  is  probably  of  great  fervice  to  prevent  fbips  being 
wrecked  on  Rattry-head  which  come  from  die  north  and 
down  the  Murray  Frith ;  but  {hips  failing  to  the  northward 
are  frequently  wrecked  on  Rattry-head,  or  rocks  near  it, 
before  it  is  poiBbie  for  them  to  fee  the  light-houfe  at  Kin- 
naird's  head  \  and  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  will  be  found, 
that  there  have  been  as  many,  if  not  more  wreci&s  from 
R;attry.head  to  the  Buchannefs  fin^e  that  light-houfe  was 
ereded,  than  at  any  period  during  the  fame  length  of  time 
before  it  was  eftabliihed. 

Battles. -^Thtrt  is  no  tradition,  or  any  account  in  hiftory 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  of  any  battles  in  this  parifh, 
or  fea-fights  near  the  coaft.  Tliere  is  a  tradition  of  a  duel 
or  accidental  rencounter  betwixt  two  men  a  long  time  ago. 
One  of  the  parties  was  killed,  and  buried  in  the  ipot  where 
he  feU.  This  is  not  above  two  hundred  yards  difiant  from 
the  manfe,  and  though  placed  in  a  fertile  field,  which  has 
frequently  been  ploughed  and  trenched,  the  grave  remains 
to  this  day  untouched. 

Forts  and  Moat. — There  are  two  forts*  fituate  about  two 
or  three  miles  weft  of  the  town,^  both  of  fmall  extent.  The 
nK)at,  parapet,  foot*bank,  baftions,  \Jc.  are  very  confpicu- 
oos.  One  of  them  is  called  Bowan's  billocis^  probably 
BownefSf  from  being  ereded  when  bows  were  ufed.  The 
other  IS  at  Mount  Pleafant^  direftiy  oppofitc  to  tlie  houfe  of 
Inverogie,  in  the  parifh  of  St  Fergus. 

There  is  a  fmall  moat  on  a  little  eminence,  called  the 
Mete-hi/J 'f   a    mound    of   earth  evidently    artificial,   and 
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which  probabi/  ifi  former  times  was  a  place  for  diflribnting 
juftice  during  the  feudal  government. 

Old  Cq/HeSn-^^Thcfe  are  two  old  caflles  in  the  parifli. 
ifit  Old  Craig  or  Raven's  Craig,  formerly,  and  for  a  long 
time,  the  feat  of  a  branch  of  the  Marifchal  familj.  It 
{lands  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Ugie>  in  the  north-weft  part 
of  this  pari(h.  At  a  very  diftant  period,  it  has  been  a 
place  of  very  great  ftrength,  and,  before  the  introdudion 
of  gun-powder,  could  have  refifted  any  attack,  lliere  are 
evident  marks  of  the  river  having  been  carried  round  the 
boufe.  The  walls  are  very  thick,  and  fortified  round. 
Though  daily  mouldering,  the  greateft  part  dill  remains. 
Foxes  lodge  below  the  ruins,  and  ravens  hatch  their  young 
on  the  top  of  the  walls.  Two  finer  ruins  are  fcarcc  to  be 
feen  than  the  Haven's  Craig  in  this  pariOi,  and  Inverugie 
in  the  parilh  of  St  Fergus,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river, 
about  half  a  mile's  diilance.  The  eflate  and  parilh  of  St 
Fergus  firft  belonged  to  the  Cheynes,  but  the  two  cafiles 
by  intermarriages  became  (he  property  of  the  Marifchal 
family  *. 

#  As  the  noble  family  of  Marifchal  had,  for  many  centuries,  in  thetr 
pplTenion  the  pariHies  of  Peterhead  and  St  Fergus,  fome  accoaot  maj  be 
expelled  of  them. 

Cambden  and  Boe thins  fay,  that  the  family  of  Keith  derive  their  origin 
from  the  Celti,  a  people  bordering  on  the  SaUut  Hir firms,  who  gave  the 
firft  check  to  the  conquells  of  the  Romans  in  the  time  of  Auguftus  Cxfar, 
but  being  routed  in  the  reign  of  his  fucceBbr  Tiberius,  part  bf  tbcm  fet- 
tled under  their  leader  Battus,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rhioe»  and  from  his 
name  the  country  w.is  called  B.^ttavia^  In  the  rcign  of  CcrtriJus  II. 
furnanicJ  Golf  us.  King  of  Scotland,  the  Batavian  Celti  fent  a 'colony  to 
fcek  hahitatiuns  in  Britain,  and  .fome  of  them,  whom  Fordune  calls  Celti 
Melibai,  were  driven  upon  the  northern  cotfts  of  Scotland,  and  fettled  ir* 
that  part  now  called  CMnefs^ 

In 
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4^,  Boddom  Cafthj  built  a  long  time  ago  by  a  familj 
ef  the  name  of  Keith,  a  braiich  of  the  Marifchal  family,  op- 

pbfite 

In  the  time  of  Malcolm  II.  w&o  begftri  fail  reign  in  1004,  a  complete 
▼i<5lory  was  obtained  over  the  Dines»  under  the  command  of  their  Gene- 
ral Camus  at  Barry ^  a  few  miles  below  Dundee.  This  vidlory  is,  by  the 
Scotch  hiftorians,  chiefly  attributed  to  the  valour  of  the  Celtic  under  the 
command  of  Robert  their  leader,  who  is  faid  acftorwards  to  have  killed 
Camus  in  fingle  combat  In  regard  of  fo  great  ferrice,  the  King  was  plea- 
fed  tnftantly  to  beftow  upon  Robert  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
created  him  Heritable  Great  Marifchal  of  Scotland,  (but  not  a  Peer), 
which  office  his  pofterity  continued  to  enjoy  until  tlie  attainder  of  George 
the  lOth  Earl  MaHfchal  in  the  171 5.  The  King  bellowed  feveral  land* 
on  Robert,  particuUrly  fomc  in  £ait  Lothian,  called  from  his  name  and 
officc{  Keith  Marifchal,  and  the  fmall  ifland  in  the  Forth,  called  Inch 
Keith.  It  is  not  very  eafy  to  fay  when  the  family  became  polieflfed  of  the 
eftate  of  Raven*s  Craig  in  this  parifli ;  the  houfe  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
built  in  the  lath  century,  and  to  have  been  inhabited  by  fome  of  them  till 
a  connexion  was  formed  by  one  of  the  family  marrying  a  Mifs  Cheyne, 
keireii  of  Inverugic,  in  the  pariCli  of  St  Fergus. 

Sir  Robert  Keith,  Great  Marifchal,  who  is  faid  to  be  the  thirteenth  ge- 
neration in  a  dirc(5l  line  from  the  above  Sir  Robert,  was  very  ioftrumental 
in  gaining  the  battle  oi  Inverurie,  which  was  the  firfl  victory  King  Ro- 
bert Bruce  obuined  in  1308.  The  King  rewarded  his  bravery,  by  be- 
ftowing  on  him  his  owo  lands  of  Hall-Fore/i  near  to  Kintere,  At  the 
Parliament  holden  in  Perth  1310,  the  King  gave  him  a  confiderable  fl)ar« 
of  the  Earl  of  Buchan^s  eftate,  who  had  been  forfeited  for  adhering  to  the 
Enviifli  intereft. 

Sir  Edward  Keith,  Great  Marifchal  of  Scotland,  and  grandfon  of  the 
Ull  Sir  Robert,  had  two  fons,  v/'a.  Sir  Edward,  who  fucceeded  iuin,  and 
Sir  J'jhn  Keith,  who  married  Mary  Chein,  daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Sir 
Rej^inald  Chein  oilxivttyxgxK,  John  Keith  had  got  from. his  father  the 
landt  of  Raven*!  Crai^,  which  then  comprehended  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  parini  of  Peterhead  ;  an^  he  and  his  fucceflbrs  are  defigned  promif- 
cuoufly  l>y  the  titles  of  Raven's  Craig,  Inverugie,  and  Craig  Inverugic. 
John  Kciih*$  marriage  with  Mils  Chein  feems  to  ha^c  been  betwixt 
1354  ^"*^  13^0.  In  1535*  William  4th  Earl  Marifchal  married  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Keith  of  Inverugie,  and  by  this  marriage  became 
proprietor  of  the  eftate  of  Inverugie,  Raven*s  Craig,  iJc.  The  lands  par- 
ticularly dcfigncd  in  the  parifti  of  Peterhead  as  belonging  to  that  family, 
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pofite  to  the  town  of  Peterhead  oa  the  ioath  fide  of  the 
baj,  about  3  miles  dillaoce  from  the  town.  It  ftands  on  a 
promontory  betwixt  two  very  deep  fiflares,  with  high  crag- 
gy rocks  on  each  fide^  where  the  Tea  rolls  in  a  confiderable 
way  with  great  force,  and  fnch  impetuofity  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  eaft,  that  the  fpray  of  the  fea  b  often  car- 
ried over  the  top  of  the  houfe ;  the  chafm  on  the  north  fide 
is  within  a  few  feet  of  the  houfe,  which  is  bnilt  on  the  top 
of  a  precipice ;  the  houfe  is  not  inhabited,  and  is  in  ruins ;. 
the  walls  are  ftill  remaining.  It  muft  appear  ftrange  how 
fuch  a  fituation  fhonld  at  firft  have  been  chofen,  and  yet 
fuch  fituations  are  frequent  on  this  coafL  Dunnoter^  (for- 
merly a  feat  of  the  Earl  Marifchal),  the  M,  caftle  oSSIoms^ 
Shins  Cajllty  (feats  of  the  family  of  Errol),  and  Dundarg^ 
all  (land  on  the  brink  of  high  rOcks  projeding  into  the 
fea. 

Boddom  caftle  feme  time  formerly  may  have  been  a  for^ 
trefs;  there  were  feveral  cannon  remaining  there  lately, 
and  there  b  one  not  yet  removed.  The  houfe  was  inha- 
bited about  the  beginning  of  thb  century. 

MiU^  and  fame  Ruins. — There  b  a  common  meal  mill^ 
fituate  in  an  extenfive,  romantic,  folitary  den,  about  3  or 

4 

in  a  charter  granted  to  Sir  Gilbert  Keith  of  Invenigie  in  14901  are  faid 
to  be  "  Terras  de  Corfarfiov'n^  Buckh^  Scot  Mil  et  Riivcn*^  Craig:*  The 
lands  of  Torf-ifloivtt^  probably  the  iame  with  CorfarAown,  ScotTmill.  and 
Raven*s  Cpig,  with  the  fuperiori^y  of  the  town  of  Peterhead,  and  feme 
lands  round  it,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  Deer,  were  in 
polleflloii  of  the  Marifchal  family  till  t^ietr  forfeiture.  The  Marifchal 
family  were  not  raifed  to  the  Peerage  till  1450,  when  William,  'Great 
Marifchal  of  Scotland,  was  called  by  the  King's  writ  (not  by  patent)  to 
lit  in  Parliament  by  the  title  of  Loid  Keith,  ami  10  1451  by  the  title  of 
^  Earl  Marifchal. 

A  nr>r«  parttcniar  account  of  that  family  will  be  found  in  the  Statiftx- 
cal  Account  *  f  St  Fergui,  •  neighbouring  parifh,  where  the  c^lc  of  h^ 
venigie  is  iituate. 
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4  miles  wefl  of  the  town;  the  houfe  contsdning  the  mill  iff 
built  to  a  rock,  and  feems  to  be  ao  objeA  of  coufiderable 
antiquity. 

There  are  likewife  the  remains  of  an  oM  building,  fituate 
upon  a  fertile  hiU,  about  a  mile  N.  W.  of  the  town  of  Pe- 
terhead^ part  of  a  wall  dill  remains,  and  a  pavement  of 
fome  extent  overgrown  with  grais.  A  neighbouri;ig  well 
flill  retains  the  name  of  the  Abbotts  WtU.  Some  well 
drefled  ftones,  that  have  been  evidently  taken  from  the 
ruins,  arl  obfervable  in  the.  adjacent  buildings.  Many  flates 
have  be^n  dug  up  about  the  place,  and  a  few  coi^s,  the  in- 
fcriptions  of  which  were  entirely  obliterated  ;  human  bones 
have  likewife  been  found  inclofed  in  cells  built  of  ttone. 
There  is  no  tradition  to  afcertain  precifely  what  thefe  ruins 
are  -,  from  the  name  of  the  well  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
on  Abbey.  It  is  more  probable  it  was  the  reiidence  of 
fome  monks  belonging  to  the  Abbey  of  Deer,  which  had 
very  extenfive  property  before  the  Reformation,  and  pof- 
fieflTed  a  great  part  of  this  parifb.  The  ruins  of  the  Abbey 
arc  ftill  to  be  feen  at  Old  Deer  \  feveral  of  their  monks 
poflTeffed  extenfive  farms  at  a  diilance,  and  fome  of  them 
probably  enjoyed  the  farm  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  at 
tlie  fame  time  might  have  a'  place  of  worihip  and  burial 
place ;  and  if  the  Abbot  occafionally  vifited  them,  or  with- 
out  thb  circumftance,  they  might  give  to  their  well  the 
name  of  the  head  of  their  order. 

Natural  C*wr/o^^/>J.— About  two  years  ago,  on  digging 
for  a  well  for  the  accommodation  of  the  family  at  the  manfe, 
at  the  depth  of  about  8  or  10  feet,  a  complete  ikeleton  of  a 
detr  was  found ;  the  greatefi  part  of  the  ribs  fell  imme* 
diately  to  dufi  on  being  expofed  to  the  air  \  the  horns  were 
more  entire,  and  one  of  them  vk  dill  preferved  as  a  curio- 
jGty.    One  of  my  predeceflbrst  who  was  fettled  here  about 

70 


558  Statijlical  Account 

yo  years  ago,  having  reltded  in  his  younger  years  in  Hit 
high  country,  I  fufpeded  the  deer  might  have  been  fcnt  tD 
him  ;  his  widow,  however,  who  is  ftill  alive,  aflured  me  a, 
few  weeks  ago  there  was  ho  fiich  animal  fent  during 
his  refidence  here.  There  is  no  doubt,  at  a  very  dt- 
ftant  period,  there  were  large  woods  in  this  parifii,  as 
roots  of  trees  are  found  every  day  in  the  moffes.  It  is 
very  extraordinary,  if  it  ihould  have  remained  entire  for  fo 
long  a  time ;  and  it  is  not  eafily  to  be  explained,  how  an 
entire  ik^Ieton  fliould  have  been  found,  unlefe  thcfe  animah 
once  refided  here. 

A  pretty  large  piece  of  amher  was  lately  found  on  the 
fca-beach,  a  little  below  tlic  manfe,  and  is  at  prefent  in  my 
cuftody,  Tliis  probably  has  floated  hither  from  the  Baltic, 
where  amber  was  found  in  the  days  of  Tacitus^  and  is  ftill 
to  be  got  in  confiderable  quantities.  Camden  mentions  a 
piece  of  amber  being  found  at  the  Buchannefs  in  this  pariih^ 
of  fo  extraordinary  a  fize  as  almoft  to  fiagger  belief. 

Mines  and  ^/arW«.— The  hills  on  the  &,  and  SlW* 
parts  of  the  pariih,  if  they  deferve  that  name,  arc  covered 
with  heath  *,  there  are  no  volcanic  appearances  in  the  pariih, 
petrified  parts  of  animals,  or  petrifying  fprings  br  waters  ; 
there  arc  no  coal-mines,  lime,  or  Hate  quarries,  but  inex- 
hauHible  quarries  of  excellent  granite,  of  which  all  the 
houfes  in  the  town  of  Peterhead  are  built,  and' great  quan- 
tities exported  to  the  London  market,  and  for  different 
parts  in  England  ;  the  granite  admits  of  the  fineft  poliih, 
and  lapidaries  are  frequently  employed  in  forming  it  into 
various  Ihapes  for  different  pieces  of  furniture.  There 
arc  fomc  cryltals  found  lodged  in  rocks  of  granite.  Foffil 
IhclU  are  found  in  great  quantities  20  or  30  feet  above  the 
prefent  level  of  the  fea;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  fome  of 
them  are  of  a  larger  fiz«  than  any  that  are  now  to  be  found 
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on  the  coaft.  There  is  great  variety  of  pebbles  to  be  found 
on  the  fea-fliore,  very  beautiful  for  ihape,  colour,  and  poli(h| 
and  fome  of  them  of  coniiderable  value. 

Pejl  Grouftd.-^ln  the  end  of  laft  century  the  plague  was 
in  the  town  of  Peterhead.  The  perfons  iofeded  with  this 
difeafe  were  removed  out  of  the  town  ;  temporary  huts  of 
timber  were  erefted  for  their  accommodation  to  the  north-* 
ward,  betwixt  the  town  and  blockhoufe,  on  a  piece  of  wafte 
ground,  where  the  cattle  of  the  feuers  were  paflured  j  the 
people  who  died  there  were  buried  on  the  fpot,  and  the 
boufes  turned  down  and  covered  with  earth ;  it  was  after^ 
vrards  called  the  pefl- ground,  and  was  never  ploughed  or 
pouched,  till  about  20  years  ago,  when  this  common  was 
difponed  as  property  to  the  feuers  of  Peterhead ;  it  was 
then  trenched,  and  feveral  pieces  of  timber  were  found  not 
confumed;  fome  timorous  people  were  under  appreheniioos 
that  bad  efie^  might  have  enfued  from  breaking  up  this 
ground* 

Pits» — On  the  remoteft  extremity  of  this  parifli,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  Sadie-hill  of  Invernettie,  oppofite  to  the 
Den  of  Boddom,  (which  lies  betwixt  the  Sadie  and  Stir- 
Jing-hill),  there  are  a  number  of  pits  caft  up  along^  the 
brae,  without  any  order,  of  fuch  a  fize  as  to  contain  3  or 
4  perfons.  By  tradition  they  are  the  Paigbts  or  Pi^s 
houfesy  and  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  believe  the 
Pifts,  who  they  imagine  were  of  a  diminutive  fize,  dwelt 
there ;.  but  this  appears  incredible ;  and  it  is  more  probable, 
that  in  the  time  of  incurfions  by  the  Danes,  of  winch  there 
are  certain  accounts  m  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Cruden, 
fome  of  them  had  entrenched  themfelves  there  for  a  ihort 
time,  in  order  to  be  concealed,  for  which  the  place  is  ex- 
|remely  proper,  as  to  this  day  00  dwelling- houfe  is  in  fight 
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« 
of  it;  on  the  fouth  fide  there  is  an  imptflablc  morals,  and 
formerlj  it  probablj  was  inacceflible  on  all  fides.  A  gen- 
tleman who  has  feen  thefe,  fays,  he  has  feen  in  Ireland  pits 
fomevvhat  fimilar,  near  the  high-roads,  where  poor  people 
came  oat  with  their. children  begging  for  charity;  but 
thcfe  pits  never  could  have  been  formed  for  that  purpofe, 
as  no  high-road  is  near  them,  nor  any  apparent  inducemcDt 
for  their  rcfidence  there. 

Mttfors  and  Hurricane. — On  the  loth  of  November 
1766,  when  afliiling  at  the  communion  at  St  Fergus,  a 
neighbonrtng  parifh  about  5  miles  to  the  N«  W.  of  this 
place,  I  obferved  in  the  evening  a  very  extraordinary  ap- 
pearance in  tlie  air;  looking  to  the  S. £.  aboot  a  mile 
from  the  church,  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  light  fome- 
what  like  the  aurora  borealis.  The  rays  gradually  became 
more  vivid  and  ftationary,  feeming  like  a  gleam  of  fire, 
extending  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  £•  to  W.  It 
continued  for  feveral  hours,  and  then  difappeared.  I  have 
never  heard  of  fuch  a  phenomenon  in  this  country,  though 
I  am  informed  it  is  frequently  obferved  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

In  January  1773,  there  was  a  remarkable  high  wind, 
which  truly  might  have  been  called  a  hurricane,  it  un- 
roofed many  houfes  here,  and  in  feveral  pariflies  at  fome 
diftance  from  this  place,  deftroyed  a  great  number  of  trees, 
which  were  old,  and  of  a  large  fize  ;  many  were  torn  up 
from  the  roots,  and  fome  entirely  fplit.  At  the  manfe  of 
Peterhead  it  did  confiderable  damage ;  the  ilates  were  torn 
off  the  houfe  ;  the  top  of  the  peat-ftack  beat  into  duft  like 
powder ;  the  ricks  in  the  corn-yard  turned  down,  and 
ilieaves  carried  to  the  diflance  of  fome  hundred  yards;  a 
hay-rick,  in  the  form  of  an  oblong  fquare,  was  cut  through 
the  middle  as  with  a  knife,  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
The  wind  blew  from  the  S.  W; 
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ta  1783,  the  meteor  fo  generally  td^en  notice  of  was 
oblerred  here.  I  was  from  home,  abont  20  miles  from  thid 
towOf  in  a  chaifei  after  fuofeti  when  there  was  a  thick  fog ; 
a  fnddeo  light  came  into  the  chaife  like  a  flaih  of  light* 
ning.  The  lunar  rainbow,  which  by  fdme  people  is  rec« 
kooed  a  rare  objeA,  has  been  frequentlj  obfenred  here; 

Ltmd  jtnimaU.'^'Thtrt  are  no  quadrupeds  or  birds  pecu- 
liar to  this  pariih )  a  £ew,  however,  may  be  mentioned* 
There  are,  befides  domeftic  animals,  the  fox,  polecat,  otter; 
weafel,  hare,  mole,  ground  mice,  and  water  rats ;  I  hav^ 
never  beard  of  a  badger  being  leen  here»  though  I  am  not 
certain  but  they  may  be  foi|nd,  as  I  once  iaw  one  which 
was  killed  in  the  pariih  of  Longfidci  a  £bw  miles  firdm  thil 
place. 

Birds^^^Tht  cuckoo,  lapwing,  com*rail,  woodcock^  field^ 
fare,  bat,  blackbird,  and  fwallow,  make  their  apt^earanco 
regularly  once  in  the  year  at  different  feafons.  I  once  law^ 
in  the  end  of  the  year,  2  or  3. woodpeckers,  but  they  were 
never  obfenred  afterwards*  There  are  various  fpecics  01 
hawks,  and  a  few  owls ;  an  eagle  was  once  killed*  in  this 
parifh,  the  only. one  I  have  heard  of  being  obferved 
during  my  refidence  here )  fwans  fometimes  pais  over  the 
town,  but  do  not  iettle  here }  wild-geefe  are  very  frequent* 
I7  to  be  found  in  the  pariih  during  the  autumn  and  winter ; 
When  an  intenle  froft  has  fet  in  for  fome  timci  vail  flock^  of 
wild*geele,  of  a  fmaller  file  than  what  are  commonly  found 
here,  pais  over  the  bay  of  Peterhead  in  one  direAibn,  half- 
tray  1>etwizt  the  manfe  and  the  town  of  Peterhead,  one 
flock  fuoceeding  another,  during  the  greateil  part  of  the 
day  ;  they  all  pafs  to  the  northward,  but  where  they  fettle 
at  that  time  is  uncertain ;  it  is  fuppofed  they  go  to  fome 
hcls  in  the  Highlands,  which  never  ftee^*    SdUn  geefe 
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do  not  lefide  hertf  bnt  are  fipeqaeatly  to  1m  Cecn,  aoi  «« 
often  caught  with  bait.    There  is  a  great  variety  of  other 
fea^fowlf  which  are  oomoEioa  oa  the  eaft  coaft.  Grreat  ouob- 
ben  of  wild«dnckp  are  to  be  found  in  the  parifli ;  moiffewl 
am  to  be  got  in  the  moors ;  partiidge%  fiaipcSt  and  plo««i» 
are  in  great  plenty^  the  fmaUer  birds,  which  are  to  bn 
found  in  neighbouring  pariihes,  are  numerous.    The  coa^ 
koo  and  com^rail  generalij  appear  in  the  months  of  April 
and  Maj,  and  are  feHom  heard  after  the  month  of  Augnft. 
The  hpwing  generalij  aniirea  in  Febniarj  or  Bifarch,  and 
leaves  this  country  in  the  end  of  autumn  $  lapvrings  of  kto 
have  been  obferved  to  refide  in  diis  part  of  the  conntrj  alt 
winter;  the  woodcock  makes  his  appearance  about  the 
end  of  harveft ;  thej  arrive  bete  very  Ifcaay  and  in  a'  tew 
days  become  very  fiit ;  there  can  be  listk  doubt  of  ihm 
coming  from  Norway  and  the  eaft  oounlrj ;  they  are  gn- 
nerally  ob&rved  firft  on  the  eaft  coaft    If  thcxe  be  an j 
doubts  of  their  coming  from  the  eaft  country*  chey  may  bo 
removed  by  a  faft,  of  which  I  was  informed  by  a  gcnde* 
man  of  veracity.    About  50.  years  agO|  he  was  io  company 
with' one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  loch  of  Strathbeg,  about 
10  miles  north  of  this  place,  in*  the  pariih  of  Lonmay,. 
which  at  that  time  was  intended  to-be  drained,  and  whicb 
they  had  been  furveying.    In  the  evening,  after  funfet,  be^ 
fore  it  was  quite  dark,  he  heard  a.  great  noiie,  like  the  fldu 
tering  of  a  flock  of  birds,  and  ihw  {bn^thing  like  a  cloud 
before  him;  on  examining  more  particularly,,  be  found  n 
very  large  fiock  of  woodcocks  perfofily:  exhaufted,and  nor 
able  to  ftir  from  the  place  where  they  had  fettled  \  they 
were  likewife  entirely  emaciated. 

A  few  weeks  ago«  during  the  fevered  part  of  the  win- 
ter, (1:795),  I  obferved  a  ftrange  bird,  which  I  had  ntver 
feen  here  before;  it  was  about  the  fize  of  a  com-rai|,  bait 
a'long  bin,  with  long  legs,  fome  red  fpots  on  Its  head,  the 
3  plumage. 


fluouige  of  .a  corn-nil,  with  a  ihort  fuL  The  firoft  wm 
vttj  intenfe,  and  it  feemed  to  wi(h  to  take  ihelter  abont 
the  oflkes  of  the  manft  \  it  did  not  flj,  but  ran  fe  &ft  that 
X  could  not  catch  it, 

Af^tfib^ioa.— -In  confidering  the  number  td  people  In  this 

partfli,  I  include  the  town  as  well  as  the  country.    The 

^pulation  of  each  at  different  periods  is  as  follows  : 

S764*  Town  of  Peterhead,  males,  -         530 

DittOi  fsmalesy  •  •  ^36 

— —      i%66 


<764.  Coontrj,  males. 
Ditto,  females. 

Total  in  the  parilh, 

553 
601 

"54 

9420 

r^4.  Families  in  town, 
Ditto  in  country. 

Total  fiimilies*. 

• 

633 

Ditto  in  country, 

^ 

14a 

Total  Epilcopals,  -  -  642 

N.  B.  In  the  fea-town  of  Boddom,  whidi  is  part  of  the 
country  population,  there  wercy  familiesi  41  \  aiales, 
80 }  females,  94 }  total,  174. 
1769*  Town  of  Peterhead,  males,  *  640 

Ditto,  females,  -  •  878 

1518 

1^6^.  Country,  males,  •  •  589 

Ditto,  females,  -  -  599 

—  1x88 

Total  in  the  parilh,  •  •  ^7^ 

1769. 
•  By  femilief  it  not  meant.lio«rfs;  for  in  auiny  hoefet,  in  tfie  town 
fttitiaiUrlr,  thtrt  tie  frrcnd  UmiWtu 
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zydp*  Families  in  town, 
Fsunilies  ip  coiintrjt 

Total  iamiUes, 

1769,  Epiicopab  in  town^ 
Ditto  coonciy/ 


689 

553 
U7 
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N.  B.  Ill  the  fea^towo  of  Boddom,  always  reckoned 
part  of  the  coontrj,  in  1769,  thece  were  93  malei^ 
and  9a  fiun«Ie$9  total  185 ;  fiuniles  45.  In  the  whole 
parifli  there  were  aboiu  346,  under  7  or  8  yeaia  of 
age. 


In  the  town  of  Peterhead  in  1 7Q0»  the  popolation 
feUows; 

X7^o.  Town  of  Peterhead,  maleSt  r  1097 

Ditto,  females,  •  '   *  1453 


Total  in  the  towi^ 

Under  the  ajge  of  a  yean, 
from  %  to  j. 
From  5  to  10, 
I'rom  xo  to  20, 
From  20  to  30, 
From  30  to  40, 
From  40  to  jo. 
From  50  to  60, 
from  60  to  70, 
From  70  to  80, 
80,  and  ^pwardsy 


2550 
104 

i«5 

272 
50a 
368 
31b 

350 
209 

US 
59t 

25 

2550 
Thcr^ 
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There  was  alive  in  1790,  and  flie  is  not  yet  dead,  a  poor 
woman,  who  declared  flie  was.  then  Z05  yean  old,  and  a 
few  days  ago  told  me  flie  was  now  X09  years  of  age.  This 
declaration  appears  to  be  fofficiendy  anthenticated  from^ 
anfwers  flie  gives  to  queftions  refpeding  paft  events,  and 
other  collateral  circumflances.  She  is  by  no  means  de- 
crepit, as  one  might  naturally  expeft ;  flie  ftiU  continnea 
to  travel  through  the  country  as  a  beggar,  and  fays,  the 
only  uneafineis  flie  fieels,  is  a  fmall  degree  of  wearineis  from 
parrying  her  meal  bag,  which  is  generally  pretty  fiilL  She 
has-  the  appearance  of  being  only  betwixt  70  and  80  ^yeaxs 
of  age.  When  the  laft  lift  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
^Peterhead  in  1790  was  taken,  there  were  two  peribos; 
from  j)0  to  95  yean  of  i^,  one  perfon  of  87,  one  of  i6p 
two  of  85,  and  21  from  80  to  85.  In  the  £ime  lift  tho 
femalca  exceed  the  males  336 ;  that  is,  they  are  nearly  as 
tjx  to  10.    The  number  of  houfes  was  about  500* 

The  population  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli  in  1794 
ma  as  follows ; 

1794.  Males,  *  -  -  518 

Females,  «  •  .  i$%^ 

Total  in  the  ^untry,    .  -  -  1x41 

In  the  fea-town  of  Boddom,  always  confidered  as  part  o^ 
ifae  country,  there  were,  females  1 06,  males  86,  total  193* 
FamiBca  in  tlie  country  359 ;  of  whicb,  in  the  iea-town  of 
Boddom  there  were  49.  From  the  rapid  progrefi  of  ma- 
oufaSures  in  the  town  of  Peterhead  fince  2790,  I  fuppole 
there  is  at  prefent  in  the  whole  parifli  about  4Z00,.  . 

DrWAJier^s  acanmt  in  1755  pti/UamtUty^  find  in  Dr 
Webfter's  report  in  2755,  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli  are 
reckoned  to  be  2487.  I  have  great  do^ibts  of  this  bemg 
ticcorate,  and  therefore  have  not  ftated  it  in  my  account  of 

the 
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the  populfttioii  at  diffenest  ptmiM.  When  I  ww  firnkd  m 
S763, 1  never  heart)  6f  any  lift  beihg  takei  hj  Dr  WA^ 
Her  I  and  wheii  1  Tjfited  my  farifli  nets  j^ear^awl  took  aa 
accixraae  lift  both  of  the  towtt  ind  couotfj^  maay  in  Um 
parifli  were  mudi  ot&tided  at  mef  thej  hod  aevtlr  hciM 
of  fiich  a  thing  being  done  bdforet  and  eompaMd  ivjr  con- 
dna  to  the  fin  of  David  la  nattibeifteg  the  peo^  I  flioidd 
liot  hai^e  a)>prehended  there  wMld  hftve  heen  a  gttaa  Iii^ 
creaTe  in  die  population^  Imt  thett  &  no  reafoft  to  foppolb 
fliere  wonid  have  been  60  pedpk  fewtr  m  1764  than  kk 
1755,  unlefi  the  long  continiiahee  of  tihe  war  Aollld  have 
Bad  any  influenee  in  cUmtnifliiflg  the  nUdibb A  ih  the  paiidi. 
If  br  Webael>  takttlated  the  nutiiber  of  Ae  pariAidoeaa 
from  the  rtgifter  of  baptlfdi8>  I  atti  certahi  Ihefe  wim  •• 
fbftctent  data  ott  which  he  etmid  proceed. 

jR#/(rMii  5MPj^-— lo  the  fifia  of  1764  and  1759,  which 
w«ra  anoiratelj  taKen  by  myfelf*  by  vifiting  evoiy  fiuniljr 
in  the  parilh,  there  were  no  t)iflenters  from  the  EfiMi/hmi 
Cbtirch  bnt  Epifcopals,  that  perfnafioo  for  a  Icog  tiinewas 
'Ae  prevailing  mode  of  religion  in  this  pari0i,  and  ft  it  ftill 
pfofefled  by  the  wealthieft  inhabitants  of  the  town.  They 
were  all  then  of  the  Scotch  Epifcop^  Chnrch ;  fittte  that 
time  they  are  divided  into  Scotch  and  EnglUh  Epi&opals. 
{•"rom  two  notes,  which  1  have  received  from  the  miniftera 
of  both  thefe  congregations,  I  find  there  is  at  prefent  nearlj 
1,100  £pifeopab.  Since  1769/ thefe  were  a  few  Roaiaa 
Catholics  in  the  parilh  £or  a  few  years ;  there  are  none  at 
prefeht  with  whom  I  am  ac^ainted.  Somewhat  more 
than  20  years  ago,  a  Seceder  meeting-houie  ^tvas  ereded 
about  8  or  9  miles  from  this  place ;  fioce  that  time  a  lew 
Seceders  have  been  in  this  parifli,  hot  they  are  not  at  pre«» 
lent  aomerons ;  I  really  do  not  know  their  precifennmber, 
nor  could  I  eafily  afcertain  it  i  a  church  was  boilt  by  theat 
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a  few  yt»x%  ago ;  tbey  IwYe  woHbip  there  fireqaentlf ,  «ii< 
a  coogregatioA  is  coBeAed  from  dUferent  pftriflies ;  but  ttt 
fe  far  as  I  ean  dM^ver,  it  has  made  little  impreffion  ea  iho 
meovbers  of  the  £fiabli(hed  Chureh  here,  who  are  more 
numerous  than  at  any  ^former  period,  if  one  can  jndge  from 
the  ttamber  of  commiuiicantSy  the  regnhr  progreffive  in* 
creelb  of  «he  eoUefttoos  tot  the  poor  every  Lord*^  dfty»  and 
the  mmierous  complainca  for  want  of  room  in  the  church* 
which  is  now  far  from  bemg  iofiicient  for  thofe  who  wiik 
to  attettd  public  worlhip  there*  and  many  are  obliged  10 
take  leats  eifewhere*  for  want  of  room  in  the  church.  There 
have  been  at  dtdercat  times  attempts  to  colleft  a  congn^ 
gatioA  by  Bereans  and  Methc0ifis>  but  they  have  hitherto 
fciied.  In  general  I  believe  it  wiU  be  found*  there  is  left 
of  aniroofity  from  .a  diftrenee  of  religioas  fentimeata  in. 
thb  pariih,  than  in  moft  pariihes  that  are  fo  populous,  opu- 
lent, oommercial*  and-  in  particulat  where  (b  many  maw»> 
£iaures  Jife  eftaUiihed. 

'  Fabud  tmd  real  Rittt^^Tht  valued  rent  of  this  parilh.ia 
L.  4525  :  II  (  8  Scotch  money.  The  real  rent  is  not  eafily 
afioertained  (  I  think  it  is  £rom  Ij«.  aSoo  to  L.  3000  Sterlings 
apd  is  much  more  than  double  of  what  it  was  3^  yeans 
ago. 

Farm^g.'^Thtit  is  a  confiderable  alteration  on  the  modr 
fd  larmiag  during  that  period.  Forty  years  ago,  excepting 
about  the  town  of  Peterhead,  there  was  no  fowi)  grafs  f 
turnips  and  ppt^toes  were  not  cultivated,  and  were  brought 
by  Ibipmafters  as  rarities  to  their  families  from  Norwqy 
and  Ireland,  For  ibme  yean  pafi  it  has  been  common  to 
export,  of  one  crop,  1000  bolls  of  potatoes  to  Norway  aoft 
England  from  this  pariib* 

About  the  town  of  Peterhead  crops  of  fown  grals  have 
been  raifed  for  thele  laft  40  years  ^  the  mode  of  manage^ 
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flient  at  firft,  and  maa  j  years  afterwards,  was  Toy  paiti* 
colar ;  a  perfon  was  engaged  at  the  rate  of  lo  s.  to  mow 
and  core  an  acre  of  grais.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  work 
employed  in  this  operation ;  it  required  four  days  to  mow 
the  grafi ;  it  was  permitted  to  lie  in  the  fwarth  icTcral 
days,  afterwards  carefiilly  expoied  to  the  liin  for  a  oonfide* 
rable  time,  and  then  pot  into  Cmall  cocks ;  thefe  were  tun* 
ed  over  regularly  every  other  fair  day,  to  baik  in  the  font 
leveral  weeks  pafled  before  it  was  thought  out  of  dangeff 
and  then  put  into  a  rick,  or  carried  to  the  cora-jard. 
This  pradioe  continued  till  Dc  Andcrlbn's  method  of  o^ 
zing  hay  was  pnbliihed;  fince  that  time  there  are  many 
'  ioftances  of  large  fields  of  hay  being  entirely  out  of  danger 
in  the  coude  of  eight  days,  after  begirming  to  mow  At 
grais»  without  any  eicpofive  to  the  fim,  exsepting  what  is 
unavoidable  in  reducing  the  number  of  cocks.  I  wiih  I 
oottld  &y  the  prafiice  was  univeriaL  There  are  many  in* 
fiances  which  might  be  mentioned  of  good  &rming  in  this 
pariih,  both  by  the  proprietors  and  farmers,  at  fbme  parti- 
cular times ;  and  in  many  places  the  land  is  in  a  very  high 
fiate  V  cultivation.  At  prefent  I  fee  no  fieady  plan  of 
good  hoibandry,  and  in  particular  no  proper  rotation  of 
crops  i  there  is  nol  an  acre  of  wheat  nor  of  tint  in  the  pa» 
rifh  'f  very  little  £ftllow,  and  very  little  ezpence  beftowed 
on  liming  or  dunging,  though  both  lime  and  dung  may  be 
had  in  fufficient  quantity,  and  on  moderate  terms,  com- 
pared with  thofe  in  other  places. 

Thirty  years  ago  perfons  were  hired  to  carry  the  dnng 
of  the  town  of  Peterhead  to  the  fea  ^  it  was  confidered  as  a 
nutfance,  and  might  have  been  obtained  by  any  farmer 
without  paying  any  price  for  it;  it  has  for  many  jtaA 
been  purchafed  at  a  pretty  high  price,  and  fome  of  it  car- 
ried into  neighbouring  parilhes }  but  ftill  there  is  a  great 
deal  negleAed,  and  caft  i^to  the  fea. 
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7t  wUl  naturally  be  caqaired  how  this  fliould  happen. 
The  firft  obftacle  b  prqudice ;  the  fecendy  poverty ;  the 
liiirdy  manofaflurea ;  and  the  fourth,  the  heritors  not  re* 
fiding  on  their  eflates,  granting  proper  leafes,  nor  looking 
cut  for  fome  tenants  of  experience,  enterpriie,  and  wealth, 
who  might  £et  an  example  to  tho&  around  them.  The 
greatefi^part  of  the  tenants  are. natives  of  this  parifliy  breS 
as  fsirmers  by  their  parents,  who,  from  the  lowneis  of  their 
rents,  were  enabled  to  fupport  their  families,  and  pay  thdr 
rents  with  the  old  mode  of  farming  ;  and  they  feldom  think 
4>f  looking  farther  than  the  .prefent-timet  to  provide  ibme* 
thing  for  their  fgtmily,  or  againft  any  difafter  that  may  be- 
fal  them ;  the  rents  have  been  raifed,  and  with  difiioolty 
are  paid  by  the  prefent  tenants,  not,  in  my  opinion,  by  ^e 
produce  of  their  crops,  but  by  the  money  received  for  ma* 
nufadures  by  the  females  4n  their  families,  -an  accidental 
iiigh  price  for  cattle  for  fevoral  years,  and  emplojing  their 
horfes  to  lead  peats  to  the  town  of  Peterhead  in  fummet^ 
when  they  might  be  more  prqperly  emplqyed  in  £sdk>wing 
a  few  acres  of  their  farm,  and  carrying  lime  and  duog.  The 
tmth  is,  a  great  part  of  the  beft  land  in  this  parift  requires 
a  great  deal  of  lime  and  dung,  from  the  ftiffiiefs  and  nature 
of  the  foil,  to  make  it  mellow,  and  fit  to  produce  proper 
crops ;  but  when  this  is  done,  it  will  produce  as  weighty 
<rop6  as  any  land  in  the  country,  and  mty  be  very  pro^ 
dttftive  by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  for  many  years,  with- 
out receiving  any  manure. 

There  are  a  confiderable  number  of  fields  in  £bwo  grafs 
in  the  pariih  ;  the  crops  are  generally  oats,  bear,  (no  bar- 
1^7)'  P^^'B  or  beans,  or  peafe  and  beans  mixed  together. 

The  lands,  cuileia  when  broken  up  out  of  ley,  are  dunged 
(or  bear ;  afterwards  two  crops  of  oats  are  taken,  fome- 
times  a  crop  of  peafe,  and  ihen  dunged  for  bear ;  formerly 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  Imall  oats  fown ;  this  is  moflly 
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given  up.  There  are  ftill  fome  brocked  oats,  bnt  there  is 
now  more  attention  paid  to  the  nature  of  the  feed  ;  Blaiof- 
Ue,  and  what  is  called  the  Chief  Baron's  oats  are  in  repute, 
and  frequently  purchafed  for  feed. 

There  arc  a  great  number  of  bawh  in  the  pariih  which 
remain  untouched ;  30  years  ago,  on  an  eftate  within  a 
mile  of  the  town  of  Peterhead,  I  am  informed  it  was  an 
article  in  the  leafes  of  the  tenants  not  to  break  them  up. 
They  were  called  meadow  ground,  and  their  cattle  paftured 
on  them  in  fummer.  There  are  a  number  of  inclofures, 
moftiy  of  earthen  fences,  with  a  ditch  in  the  infide,  which 
is  found  with  fome  attention  to  be  a  fufScient  fence. 

There  arc  fome  earthen  fences,  with  a  thorn-hedge. 
The  thorns  are  much  neglefted  ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  their 
thriving  here  with  proper  attention.  There  arc  a  few  ia- 
ftancea  of  the  thorns  being  a  complete  defence,  without  the 
leaft  attention  being  paid  to  them  fince  they  were  planted. 
•There  are  feveral  with  ftone  dikes  on  one  gentleman's 
eftate,  who  at  one  time  was  at  confiderable  pains  in  impro- 
ving his  farm.  About  the  town  of  Peterhead,  and  in  fome 
other  parts  of  tlie  parifh,  there  are  a  confiderable  namber 
of  inclofures,  partly  of  flone,  and  partly  an  earthen  fence, 
called  here  a  half  dike  •,  but  where  ftones  can  eaflly  be 
had,  they  are  the  completed  fence,  and  in  many  rcfpecls 
preferable  to  any  other  mode  of  inclofing.  Earthen  fences 
can  be  built  tVoin  2  d.  to  3  d.  per  yard ;  faced  with  (lone, 
four  feet  high,  6  d. ;  complete  ilone  fences  of  the  fame 
height  at  i  5.  Sterling. 

The  fizc  of  the  farms  is  fo  various,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
afcertain  what  may  be  the  average  rent.  They  are  in  ge- 
neral from  L.  2  to  L.  50  or  L.  60  Sterling.  There  are  only- 
three  above  L.  100,  and  one  farmer  pays  rent  nearly  to  the 
extent  of  L.  200.  Thcfe  laj^dfarms  are  not  under  the  imme- 
diate management  of  the  principal  tackfmen  ;  and  to  an  in- 
telligent farmer,  nothing»ViU  more  quickly  convcjT  a  juft 
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idea  of  the  ftate  of  agriculture  in  thi^  parlfti,  than  the  irre- 
gular fiie  of  the  farms,  which  arc  determined  more  bj  local 
circumflances,  than  a  general  ipirit  for  improvement. 

Rent  of  Land. — In  the  country  part  of  the  parifii  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  cftaie  which  yields  above  12  s.  at  an  ave- 
TTiLgt  per  acre,  and  there  are  not  many  that  can  be  e(}im.ited  ' 
at  10  s.  The  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Peterhead 
let  at  from  L.  i,  1  o  s-  to  four  guineas  each  acre.  Here  there 
is  a  fpur  to  induflry,  and  in  confequence  great  exertions  are 
made,  and  very  weighty  crops  are  raifed,  particularly  of 
potatoes,  bear,  and  grafe.  There  is  fcarce  a  day-labourer 
or  manufa&urer  who  does  not  raife  potatoes,  by  taking  a 
few  falls  of  ground,  from  4  d.  to  i  s.>  each  fall,  trenching 
and  hoeing  the  ground,  and  taking  up  the  potatoes,  with  his 
own  hands.  He  is  employed  about  this  work,  after  he  has 
fpent  the  day  at  his  ordinary  employment,  whicli  tends  to 
promote  his  health,  gives  a  wholcfome  nourifhment  to  his 
family,  and  enables  him  to  go  on  at  his  fedentary  bu- 
finefs  at  home  with  more  animation  and  fpirit.  In  confe- 
quence of  the  general  attention  beftowed  on  railing  pota- 
toes, I  think  the  noanner  of  managing  that  crop  is  as  well 
uaderftood  here,  as  in  any  other  part  of  tlie  kingdom,  and 
as  weighty  crops  are  raifed  as  in  any  other  place.  The 
ground  b  generally  trenched  out  of  ley,  fomctimcs  after  it 
has  carried  one  crop  of  oats,  without  any  manure  \  by  ffe- 
quent  hoeing,  the  weeds  are  kept  down  in  fummcr,  and 
the  potatoes  are  taken  up  with  a  fpade.  Tlie  expence  of 
the  management  of  one  acre,  cxclufivc  of  rent  and  feed,  is 
not  lefs  than  five  guineas  •,  but  it  is  not  uncommon  tp  have 
above  50  bolk,  of  32  (lone  Dutch  weight  each  boll,  from 
an  acre.  An  ordinary  crop  is  eftimatcd  at  40  bolls,  which 
are  generally  fold  at  8  s.  per  boll ;  and  I  am  acquainted 
with  repeated  inflanccs  of  eight  acres  in  one  perfon's  pof- 
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feffioa  yielding  a  crop  in  that  proporttoa.  The  potatoir 
moB  cultivated  here  is  the   kidney,   planted  at  the  di- 
fiance  of  i  a  inches  each  way,  fometimes  xo  and  la  inches. 
Somctinies  they  are  liable  to  the  atrly  bat  not  fre^endy. 

There  is  always  an  excellent  crop  of  bear  and  gra(s  im* 
mediately  alter  the  potatoes ;  the  grafs  frequently  fails  the 
fecond  and  third  year»  but  the  ground  may  be  afterwanb 
trenched  for  potatoes ;  and  with  a  rotation  of  the  {kme  crops, 
the  fame  procefs  continoed  for  many  years,  without  any 
more  dang  or  lime,  where  the  knd  has  been  previonfly 
brought  into  good  ordea  by  proper  tilth  and  manure  \  at 
kaft  I  have  fisen  this  fairly  tried  in  di£vent  fields,  without 
the  ground  being  injured.  The  common  praftice  is,  to 
trench  out  of  ley  for  potatoes,  the  next  crop  bear,  and  the 
third  crop  grals;  a  judicious  farmer,  however,  recommends 
from  his  own  experience,  to  uke  firft  a  crop  of  oats  out  of 
ley)  next  a  crop  of  potatoes,  and  then  fow  bear  and  grais* 
feeds,  and  by  this  means  he  thinks  the  grais  will  remam 
longer.  In  confequence  of  this  advice,  I  have  tried  one 
field  in  this  manner;  the  grab  had  an  excellent  appear- 
ance lafi  autumn,  after  the  bear  was  cut  down,  and  bids 
fair  for  a  good  crop  next  feafon,  and -confirming  the  obfer- 
vation  I  have  received. 

Turnips,  before  potatoes  were  introduced,  were  fown, 
and-the  next  crop  bear  and  grafs-feeds ;  on  die  lands,  with* 
ia  two  miles  of  the  town  of  Peterhead,  they  are  not  found, 
in  general  to  anfwer ;  there  is  fometimes  a  full  crop  of  tuiv 
naps,  but  the  bear  crop  generally  fails ;  this  is  imputed  t» 
poaching  the  ground  in  carrybg  off  the  turnips,  which  is 
probably  the  cafe,  as  the  clay  being  near  the  furface,  the 
water  ftands  in  poob  all  winter,  and  chills  the  ground  ;.  per^ 
haps  by  a  careful  hand  pulling  the  turnips,  and  carryings 
them  off  the  field,  this  inconvenience  might  be  obviated^ 
this  however  has  not  been  tried. 

In. 
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Ri  »  word,  a  general  mode  of  good  hoibandrj  being  in* 
tDoduced,  miift  depend  open  the  proprietofs  of  the  land 
giving  long  leafes,  encouragement  for  hoofes  and  improve* 
inents,  parcelling  out  their  fiirms  in  proper  lots,  (for  wittr-^ 
ont  this  there  can  be  no  proper  rotation  of  crops),  ab<^fli* 
ing  thirlage  to  their  miHs,  which  is  the  nofl  injodicioes 
tax  on  improvement  that  ever  was  introduced,  and  intrb^ 
dodng  two  or  three  fubftantial  farmers  from  the  Loditons, 
or  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  on  their  own  terms,  who  wouM  fooB 
convince  their  neighlxmrs  bj  their  example,  of  the  great 
improvement  that  maj  be  made  in  this  pariOi,  as  the  fott 
is  excellent^  and  there  is  eaf j  accds  to  maaures  of  everj 
kind. 

It  mnft  be  acknowledged  there  are  firong  reafons  for  thia^ 
plan  not  having  bean  adopted  hitherto ;  manjr  of  the  hcfi* 
tors  have  bat  moderate  incomes;  thej  cannot  aibrd  t» 
lower  their  rents  v  they  are  readj  to  accept  of  the  higheft 
offer  f  the  prefent  tenants  are  unwilling  to  relioquifh  tho 
place  of  their  nativit j,  and  promife  a  rent  which  is  raor* 
than  the  J  can  eafilj  pay,  from  the  old  mode  of  farming  ;. 
but  which^  hj  the  mone j  acquired  from  manufafimres,  and 
fetting  out  their  horfes,  they  continue  to  pradtfe,  and  ftmg- 
gle  with  poverty,  and  the  difficulty  of  fiipporting  their 
credit ;  bat  there  are,  and  have  been  more  opulent  pn^ 
prtetOTS^  who  have  feldom  Aown  any  iucKnation  to  intro* 
dnce  fome  fanners  capable  of  fetting  a  good  example,  with 
fixch  encouragement  as  would  induce  and  enable  them  to 
fettle  in  this  parifli.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of 
Peterhead,  there  are  crops  of  bear-  from  i  a  to  16  bolk  p9P 
acre;  eight  bolls,  however,  n  reckoned  a  great  crop.  There 
are  inftances  of  from  300  to  450  ftone  weight  of  hay  (ao  lb* 
Dutch  each  ftone)  produced  /rom  one  acre ;  aoo  ftone  ia 
reckoned  a  good  crop ;  jo  buftieb  of  rye-grals  feed  are  fre- 
quently produced  from  one  acre ;  I  am  likewifc  acquaiotedL 

with 
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ivith  63  ftone  weight  of  ikutcbed  lint  being  produced  from 
one  acre.     There  i3y  however,,  a  great  prejudice  agaiod  this, 
crop  in  this  pariih ;  it  is  thought  to  exhauft  the  foil  more 
than  any  other  crop*     The.  expence^  are  heavy,  from  few 
perfons  being  acquainted  with  the  different  parts  of  the  ma- 

;%ageinent  of  it  \  and  there  is  no  lint-mill  within  fix  miles 
of  the  town. 

Jt  is  not  eaiilj  fettled  what  may  be  the  average  from 
ocie  acre  of  oats  in  the  pariih ;  I  fcarcely  think  it  can  be 
called  four  bolls ;  from  fix  to  eight  bolls  is  reckoned  a  very 
weighty  crop ;  but  there  are  many  fields  fown  with  oats, 
which  do  not  pay  feed  and  labour.  One  farmer  in  this  pa- 
ri(h,  who  has  lately  taken  a  large  farm  of^above  230  acres, 
and  has  at  prelent  above  100  acres  in  his  own  pofleinon, 
cimdidly  told  me  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  from  la  bolls  of 
oats  which  he  fowed  lad  crop,  (and  that  crop  was  in  gene- 
ral very  rich  elfewhere),  there  ws^  only  produced  ac  bolls, 
and  of  crop  1793,  he  had  not  three  returns.  The  foil  in 
general;  however,  is  calculated  to  produce  weighty  crops  of 
oats,  and  of  a  good  quality,  and  will  feldom  fail  to  do  it, 
unleis  when  injured  by  previous  bad  management.  A 
gentleman,  who  bad  ^  fmall  efiate  within  three  miles  of 
the  town,  broke  up.  a  field  of  ley,  which  bad  been  limed 
about  12  or  14  years  ago,  and  had  carrijpd  fome  crops  of 
grain  after  it  was  limed  \  he  took  three  crops  of  oats  fuc- 
ceflively  without  any  manure;  and  in  I793»  from  the  field, 

i  which  confifls  o&fi^  acres,  he  reaped.  60  bolls  ;  it  was  not 
fown  dQwn  with  grafs-feeds,  but  laft  jear  he  drew  above 
L.  I  each  acre  for  the  natural  grais,  great  part  of  which  was 
fo  luxuriant  as  Cabe  cut  for  hay.  I  do  not  mention  this 
with  a  view  to  recommend  the  mode  of  management,  but 
to  fhew  the  nature  of  the  foil. 

I  am  like  wife  acquainted  with  another  fmall  field,  about 
two  miles  from  the  town,  the  produce  of  whicb,  with  the 

rotation 


of  Peterhead.  575 

rotation  of  crops,  I  had  often  obferved  >vith  furptife,  nnd 
had  at  firft  fet  down  from  recollediony  but  which  I  now  in- 
fert  in  the  words  of  the  tenant,  who  is  fUll  alive,  and  gave 
me  the.  account  in  writing:  *'  On  my  farm  there  w^  a 
*•  field  of  four  acres,  which,  foe.  25  jears  during  my  refi- 
**  dence  there,  yielded  alternately  fall  frops  of  grain,*  waj. 
**'  beans,  bear,  and  oats,  without  any -manure;  I  have  rea- 
*'  fon  to  think  my  predeceffor,  for  5  or  7  years  immediate^ 
«<  ly  before  my  entry,  employed  it  in  the  £aime  manner." 
The  number  of  bolls  from  each  acre  was  never  afcertained, 
but  the  field  always  attra£ted  my  attention,  as  producing 
the  richeft  crop  in  the  neighbourhood,  before  any  improve- 
ment was  made  on  the  lands  near  the  town  of  Peterhead. 

In  a  word,  I  am  fatisfied  the  greateft  part  of  the  pariih  is 
capable  of  the  higheil  degree  of  cultivation,  and  I  hope 
foon  Ihall  arrive  at  it, 

Sea-fand  has  only  begun  to  be  tried  laft  year ;  on  the 
fea-coall,  to  the  northward,  for  upwards  of  24  miles,  it  has 
been  iifed  for  fome  time  with  great  fuccefs,  and  is  even 
preferred  to  lime  ;  it  may  truly  be  called  Ihell-fand,  and  is 
more  calcareous  than  what  is  found  on  the  (hore  in  this 
pari(h. 

It  is  not  pofllble  to  afcertain  the  precife  quantity  of  grain 
'raifed  in  this  pari(h  ;  I  am  apt  to  think  it  is  not  fuflicient 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitaots. 

Gardening  is  in  its  infancy,  and  is  making  very  flow 
progrefs. 

Confiderable  attention  is  paid  to  the  dairy  by  fcveral 
perfons  in  the  pariih,  though  in  general  little  attention  is 
paid  to  the  breed  of  the  cows.  There  are  ^  few  of  an  ex- 
cellent ftiape,  and  they  give  large  quantities  of  milk,  from 
8  to  1 2  pints  each.  Six  pints,  I  am  apt  to  think,  is  mOre 
than  the  average  from  the  cows  in  the  pariih.  There  is 
butter  and  cheefe  of  an  excellent  quality ,  the  butter  gives  ] 
£rom  6  d.  to  8  d.  the  lb.  20  ounces  Dutch,  or  nearly  22 

oupces 
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onnces  £o^i£b,  being  the  woient  Scotch  Urooe  pound; 
«hecfc  ffom  3«.  to  j  ».  the f^oiie;,  aolb.  Dutch  cwh  ftoDC 
J  know  of  three  oowg  for  ieveral  weeks  one  ibmina^ 
yielding  each  of  them  daily  i  lb.  of  huttcr«  t6  oaiioes 
Dutch  each  poand  i  and  of  one  cow,  which  etived  ^bovt 
Chriftmas,  yieldii^  nib.  of  botfter  ia  five  days,  the  pound 
coalifiing  of  i6  ounees ;  ihe  gave  from  8  to  9  pints  of 
jttilk,  and  was  Std  with  hay  and  cabbage.  A  farmer,  who 
lias  an  exteafive  £um,  and  is  very  attentive  lo  his  dairy, 
infbnas  me»  that  with  good  jnanagement  **  A  cow  will, 
**  during  the  fummer,  be  worth  about  L.  5  SterMag.  I 
^  have  fevea  cows,  which  give  about  8  pints  of  milk  each 
**  dayg  and  yield  me  profit  in  that  proportion.*' 

X4^es. — The  leafes  are  in  general  for  19  years;  Ibme  £v 
that  period,  and  the  life  of  the  tenant ;  there  are  a  few  for 
two  or  three  nin^een  year$,  with  one  or  two  lives.  Oa 
the  farms,  which  hav^  the  longeft  lealiBS,  the  landi  aire  in 
the  higheft  ftate  of  cukivation. 

Plamting^i^^There  is  very  little  planting  m  the  pariih. 
There  are  fome  trees  at  Invemettie  and  Little  Cocklaw  ; 
fome  young  timber  at  Alehoufehill,  Blackhouie,  and 
Grange.  At  the  manCe,  within  300  or  300  yards  of  th^ 
fea,  there  is  a  thriving  plantation  of  elder  and  willows 
lately  raifed.  I  Ihould  not  have  mentioned  this  trifling 
circumftance  if  I  had  any  merit  in  raifing  the  plantatioix; 
laR  year  there  was  a  (hoot  of  elder,  the  growth  of  the  liina- 
mer,  of  iive  feet  in  length.  It  would  add  much  to  the  or* 
nament  of  this  country,  if  heritors  would  be  at  Ibme  paiaa 
in  raifing  fuch  trees  as  are  fuited  to  the  climate  ^  formerij 
there  were  large  forefls  in  the  parHb. 

Plot^hs* 
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f^to$ighs^ — ^Thc  pariih  was  formerly  divided  into  52 
fbughgates^  or,  I  fuppofe,  into  as  manj  divifions  as  51 
ploughs  could  eafily  manage  in  the  old  ilyle  of  farming. 
At  prdfent,  in  the  town  and  country,  I  do  not  think  they 
exceed  90f  though  tins  cannot  be  eafily  afcertained. 

There  are  a  few  Englifli  ploughs  drawn  by  two  horfes, 
or  two  oxen ;  in  general  fonr,  fometimes  fix  horfes,  are 
employed  in  dragging  a  Scotch  plough  *,  many  ploughs  aOre 
4irawn  often  by  two  horiks,  with  a  cow  and  a  young  fteer  \  I 
have  even  feen,  and  I  obferved  it  lafi  year,  a  plough  with 
horfe, a  cow  and. a  young  fteer. 


Horrowsy  Fanmrs,  and  Air/x.— «There  are  a  few  drag* 
barrows.  Till  lately,  many  fingle  harrows  were  ufed  with 
timber  lynes.    They  are  flill  in  general  too  light  for.  tb9 

There  are  no  tbreifaing'-machines.  Fanners  have  been 
lately  introduced,  and  are  now  pretty  nui|ierous. 

T*he  carts  in  general  are  very  fmall,  and  of  a  bad  con- 
ftru^on.  A  boU  of  coals,  weighing  36  ftone  Dutch  weight, 
is  reckoned  a  fiifiBcient  load  for  one  horUe  apd  cart  when 
bir^d.    There  are  a  few  carts  of  a  better  conftrudion. 

HorfitSf  Cattle^  Staft  and  Hogs.^^There  are  in  the  whde 
p^iih  about  400  horfes,  for  the  purpoles  of  ploughing,  ri* 
ding,  and  carriages ;  900  cattle,  and  590  beep ;  the  iheep 
are  moftly  on  the  confines  of  the  moor  and  mois,  and  have 
a  very  fcanty  pafture.  In  fommer,  a  £ew  ewes  and  lambs 
are  kept  on  tether,  fcattered  through  the  pariih,  and  excel- 
lently fed.  Horfes  are  generally  of  a  fmall  fize,  and  there 
sire  few  in  the  pariih  of  confiderable  value. 

Excepting  what  is  fed  at  the  mills,  hogs  are  very  rare  in 
the  pariih. 
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RefitUnt  Heriiors.^^Thc  nnmber  of  proprietors  at  pre- 
fent,  befides  the  feuers  in  the  town  of  Peterhead,  is  de- 
-  ven  ;  there  are  five  of  thefe  refiding  in  the  pariih.  Tlie 
Governors  of  the  Merchant  Maiden  Hofpital  at  Edinburgh 
have  confiderablj  more  than  one-third  of  the  rent  of  the 
parifh  ;  and  three  of  tiie  refiding  heritors  have  not  much 
above  L.  loo  rent. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  parifh  belonged  onoe  to  the  an- 
cient family  of  the  Earl  Marifchal ;  at  preiient,  his  repre- 
fentatives  pofieis  no.  property  here.  There  is  not  an  eftate 
which  has  remained  in  the  family  p(  any  perlbn,  who  bad 
lands  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  excepting  part  of 
the  lands  of  Invernettte^  half  of  which  is  the  property  of  a 
collateral  branch  of  die  original  parchafer  from  Earl  Ma- 
ritchal  in  the  beginning  of  this  centnry,  and  one  fmall 
etlate  called  DownU-hiihf  which  was  originally  a  wadfH 
from  the  Marifchal  family,  and  now  the  abfolnte  prcq>erty 
of  Dr  Thomas  Livingfion,  pl^yfician  at  Aberdeen,  who,  by 
his  mother,  is  the  representative  of  an  ancient  family  of 
the  name  of  Robertfon,  which  long  enjoyed'  this  efiate ;  and 
one  of  them  of  the  name  of  Thomas,  about  60  or  70  years 
ago,  the  fifteenth  Thomas  Robertfon,  who  poflcfifed  the 
wadfet^  writes  a  fong  to  be  found  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
Allan  Ram/ay's  GoUeftion,  in  which  he  invites  the  Stirting^ 
the  name  of  his  miftrefs,  to  take  up  her  refidence  therc^ 
concluding  with  the  following  lines  : 

Vi\  bring  diee  where  I  will  detife 
Such  ▼arioQS'Ufftjrs  to  pletfore  thee^ 
The  Telvet  fog  thou  wilt  defpife, 
When  on  the  iq-wny  hills  with  me. 

(Signed)    T.  It. 

excepting 
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£zcepdog  the  Governors  of  th6  Merchant  Maiden  Hof« 
pital|  who  as  a  corporate  fociety,  are  fiippofed  never  to  die^ 
there  is  onlj  at  prefent  one  heritor,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
alive,  and  pofleffing  the  fame  eflate  he  enjoyed  when  I  was 
fettled  in  this  pariih  about  30  7(eat3  ago. 

Sic  tnofit  gloria  mondi ! 

i2iMfiJ!r.*r*The  roads  are  not  kept  in  gooa  repair  ;  the  f^« 
tute-labour  appears  to  be  infufEcient  for  that  purpofe  -,  and 
good  roads  are  fcarce  to  be  expected  till  turnpikes  are  in- 
troduced. 

Crops  1782,  1784. — ^The  cro|)  of  1782  was  as  defe£live 
in  thb  parifli  as  in  other  parts  of  Scotland  -,  and  without 
very  great  efforts,,  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature^ 
many  would  have  peri(hed  for  want  of  food. 

Befides  a  large  quantity  of  meal  and  feed-oats,  imported 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Feterheaci,  and  fold  at 
prime  cofi,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  meal  fent  by 
Government,  partly  gratis^  and  partly  at  a  low  price, 
there  was  taken  from  a  (mall  capital  of  the  poor's  funds 
L.ao  Sterling;  colleftions  were  made  in  the  different 
churches,  and  voluntary  affeffments  raifed  from  the  greateft 
part  of  the  heritors;  amounting  in  whole  to  L.  no  :  6  :  5 
Sterling,  which  was  diftributed  by  a  committee  of  the  dif- 
ferent heritors,  iVho  had  aiTeffed  themfelves,  the  miniflers 
of  the  different  churches,  and  the  elders  of  the  town,  to 
223  families,  confiding  of  j66  perfons,  in  different  propor- 
tions, to  the  extent  of  i  s.  Sterling  to  fcach  family  weekly, 
till  a  fupply  was  obtained  from  the  next  crop. 

There  was  no  perfon  who  died  of  &mine,  nor  did 
any  appear  to  have  fuffered  in  their  health  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  fobriety  and  iodullry  that  were  indifpenfably  re* 

quifite 


580  Stdtijlical  Account 

^Uke  in  manj  familks  to  procure  the  ncoeflaries  of  1^^ 
rendered  complaiacs  of  ImuI  health  much  lefii  firefjoeiit  \ham 
Hfiial. 

Some  dUeoyeries  were  me«te  in  coafeqneiice  of  die  kne 
hsrveft  and  fcantj  crop  of  1782. 

Bear  was  fown  earlier  than  afoal  in  1783,  that  thertf 
might  be  acoels  to  the  crop  as  fooa  as  poffible  ;  ioftead  off 
fowtng  that  grain  as  foriherl j  in  the  month  of  May,  ic  was 
fown  in  the  end  of  March  and  beginning  of  April ;  the 
pra&ioe  has  fince  continued,  and  it  is  diought  to  be,  both 
as  to  the  qoantitj  and  quality  of  the  grain,  an  advantage, 
when  the  ground  is  in  good  order  and  free  from  wee<b« 
During  the  month  of  April,  there  is  a  fuf&ciencj  of  moi- 
dure  in  the  foil ;  but  in  the  month  of  May,  particularly  the 
latter  part  of  it,  when  the  drought  is  fevere,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  feed  often  remains  in  the  ground  without  fpring- 
ing  till  the  later  rains,  which  frequently  do  not  &11  tiU 
the  middle  or  end  of  July,  in  conCequence  of  which  the  crop 
is  very  defedive,  and  unequally  ripened ;  when  there  m- 
Ittfficient  moifture  in  the  ground,  it  is  not  reckoned  too  late 
to  fow  bear  on  the  laft  days  of  the  month  of  May,  but  this 
is  uncertain,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  obferve  the 
•  proper  feafon  for  fowiog  be^,  which  does  not  meet  widi^ 
that  attention  which  it  deferves^ 

From  a  courft*  of  experiments  made  by  Dr  Andcrfen  on 
different  fpecies  of  grain  of  crop  178a,  he  found  that  oa<» 
when' freih^  though  only  half-ripened,  if  once  they  germi* 
nate,  will  produce  as  weighty  crops  as  oats  fully  r^ned. 

In  this  parifh  there  was  a  field  in  1782,  which  produced 
from  ao^to  30  bolls  of  oatS)  whiob  were  not  frofted,  bor 
were  never  fully  ripened ;  they  continued  always  green, 
and  were  cut  down  in  the  end  of  November,,  with  their 
colour  very  little  changed.  The  greateft  part  of  them  was 
fold  for  feed-oats,  nearly  at  the  iam^  prioe  with  oats  folly 

ripened,. 
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xiptncdy  and  importtd  from  EjigUod.  A  geatkman  ut 
the  neighbotirhood,  who  was  alwajs  attentive  to  the  uHeV 
reft  of  bis  tenanUt  by  the  advice  of  his  over£Ber»  purchafed 
aboBt  18  bolls  of  thefe  oals  for  his  efiate,  and  afrevwarda 
came  on  parpofe  to  thank  the  per(bo  who  /old  then^,  for 
the  freih  oats  his  traaats  had  received,  which,  he  (aid,  had 
anfwered  better  than  what  had  the  appearance  of  being 
moch  riper  and  fuller^  but  which  had  fu&red  fronn  the 
frolt  Part  of  the  fame  oats  were  fown  in  this  pariih,  and 
there  was  00  apparent  difference  of  produce  next  crop,  bc<* 
tween  them  and  oats  of  the  beft  quality  that  had  been  im« 
ported  from  England ;  they  were  only  fown  a  littk  thicker 
than  other  oats.  Two  or  three  boUs  of  them  were  fenC  to 
the  mill,  and  a  hdl  icarce  yielded  five  pecks  of  meal* 

This  ftrongly  (hows  the  fallacy  of  arguing  a  priori  in 
any  thing  relative  to  agriculture,  as  well  as  in  other  branches 
flf  natural  philofophy..  It  is  not  fuppo&d»  that  fuch  oats 
will  be  preferred  for  feed  in  ordinary  years  \  but  in  years 
of  fcarcity,  andfimilar  to  1782,  the  fisd  defer ves  attention. 

There  were  fome  peculiarities  in  crop  1784,  which  de- 
iEerve  being  mentioned*  During  the  ordinary  feafon  for 
fowing  oats,  which  is  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the 
end  of  April,  there  were  conftant  (howers  of  rain;  the 
fields  were  never  dry ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  farmers  de- 
layed fowing  till  the  feed-tioie  was  nearly  elapfed;  the 
grain  was  fown,  but  the  rains  continuing,  tbe  greateft  part 
iwas  never  covered  with  mould,  the  ground  being  much 
ppached  with  the  horfes  and  cattle  in  attempting,  and  barelj 
attempting  to  barrow  it ;  and  great  fears  were  entertained 
concerning  tbe  crop.  The  feed,  however,  that  was  not 
covered,  from  the  great  moifture,  all  germinated,  and  took 
root ;  and  there  was  the  richeft  cropi  both  of  grain  and  fod- 
der that  has  been  known  in  this  century ;  it  has  often  fince 
ken  compared  with  crop  1775,  which  waa  a  dry  feafoo^ 
3  and 
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Ud  produced  a  very  rich  crop,  with  ytrj  link  fodder,  sad 
I  find  the  preference  has  in  general  been  given  to  crop 
1784.  The  hanreft  was  likewife  rainy  and  late ;  the  oats 
were  filled,  but  in  general  never  ripened,  or  rather  were 
never  of  a  proper  jellow  c<dour ;  many  firmera  were  too 
impatient;  fome  permitted  their  oats  to  fiand  all  the  month 
of  November,  and  were  fenfible  they  ripened  more  in  that 
month  than  at  any  former  period.  One  &rmer  in  this 
pariih  difmilTed  his  reapers  in  the  end  of  Odober  ^  he  left 
one  large  indofure  where  the  oats  were  quite  green ;  they 
filled  perfedly  during  the  month  of  November,  and  gave 
as  much  meal  as  any  oats  on  his  farm.  I  could  mention 
many  other  inftances  in  other  years  of  the  propriety  of  not 
being  too  haily  in  cutting  down  oats  before  they  are  com* 
pletely  filled,  though  the  feafon  is  late*  On  the  whole, 
there  never  was  a  more  plentiful  crop  than  in  1784.  Mead 
was  felling  about  Candlemas  next  year  at  L.  8  Scots ;  be* 
fore  next  bar  veil  it  could  have  been  purchafed  below  ids. 
each  boll,  the  laft  crop  exceeding  every  perfon's  expedai^ 
tion,  and  what  was  more  extraordinary,  the  oats  that  were 
green,  and  had  been  referved  as  of  lead  value,  producing  as 
much  meal  as  thofe  that  appeared  to  be  fully  ripened. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  peafe  of  this  crop  was  entirely 
loft,  and  never  taken  oflfthe  ground  for  want  of  good  wea^ 
ther  to  dry  the  ftraw.  I  had  myfelf  that  year  a  field  of 
from  fix  to  feven  acres  in  peafe  and  beans,  four  acres  in 
beaas,  and  two  and  a  half  in  peafe  ;  the  peale  were  fowti 
in  the  beginning  of  March,  and  completely  covered,  by 
getting  the  ground  harrowed ;  from  that  time  to  the  end 
of  April  I  only  found  t>ne  day  for  fowing  my  beansj  they 
were  fown,  but  I  could  only,  fronii  the  conftant  rains,  give 
the  ground  a  flight  touch  with  the  harrow ;  the  greateft 
part  of  the  beans  being  fiill  uncovered,  I  colleded  a  feiw^ 
boys,  es^ch  with  a  ftick  in  his  hand,  and  puflied  every  bean 

we 
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we  difcovered  a  few  inches  below  the  ground ;  there  was 
a  moft  luxuriatit  crop  of  peafe  and  beans,  bdtb  of  grain  and 
fodder.  The  peafe,  after  they  were  cut  down,  were  fre- 
quently covered  with  fnow,  and  in  turning  them  a  gr«at 
part  of  the  grain  was  loft;  I  waited  till  near  the  end  of 
November,  and  feeing  no  profpe£b  of  preferving  thenir  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  I  took  three  Norway  trees,  of  10  or 
12  feet  in  length,  tied  them  at  the  top  with  a  rope,  and  ex- 
tended them  at  the  bafe  \  the  peafe  were  built  round  the 
trees  on  the  ootfide,  four  fmall  arches  were  left  at  the  bot- 
tom, all  was  hollow  within  the  trees,  and  open  at  the  top 
before  the  rick  was  thatched  ;  the  air  rufhed  in,  went  to 
the  top,  and  in  a  few  days  the  ftraw,  which  was  formerly 
wet,  was  as  dry  in  the  infide  as  on  the  outfide ;  the  whole 
crop  of  peafe  was  contained  in  three  ricks ;  the  grain  that 
remained,  and  ftraw,  was  entirely  preferved ;  and  if  the 
experiment  had  been  tried  fooner,  the  whole  of  the  grain 
would  have  been  faved.  After  the  peafe  were  threflied 
out,  I  offered  the  flraw  for  fale  in  1785,  at  3  d.  each  ftone  ; 
I  only  fold  at  that  time  a  few  ftones  \  in  1786,  there  was  a 
(carcity  of  fodder;  I  foM  the  peafe -ftraw  at  4d.eachfione; 
the  farmers  had  fufpicions  at  firft  of  its  being  fpoiled  froni 
age,  and  rottenr,  and  were  flow  in  purchafing  it ;  it  was 
however  foon  fold,  and  the  perfon  who  bought  the  laft  part 
of  it  came  to  me  fmiling,  and  faid  he  had  not  bought  cheap- 
er or  freflier  fodder  that  winter,  and  that  his  horfes  ap- 
peared to  be  exceedingly  fond  of  it.  This  method  of  pre- 
ferving peafe  is  very  Ample,  but  notwithftanding  of  this 
circamftance,  and  though  it  is  perfe£Uy  underftood,  and 
frequently  pradi&d  in  tlie  higher  parts  of  the  county, 
where  there  is  plenty  of  timber,  and  was  pretty  generally 
Jluowu  in  this  comer  at  the  time,  I  have  never  feen  it  re- 
peated, aud  I  am  acquunted  with  many  inftances  of  peafe 
^ing  entirely  loft  fince  that  year.    The  want  of  timber 

can 
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can  be  no  ezcufe  ;  as  much  more  U  wanted  at  moft  bnos 
in  the  courfe  of  the  jear,  and  it  does  not  fofier  by  being 
.employed  in  the  manner  1  have  mentionecL 

Many*  by.  hurrying  in  their  beans  to  the  com -yard  in 
17859  loft  them  and  the  fodder.  I  delayed  touching  mine 
till  tb^Jaft  day  of  November ;  and  in  the  night-time,  wkh 
moon  light,  and  a  briik  breeu  of  wind  from  the  wefi, 
got  them  all  out  of  danger ;  beans  are  %  hardy  grain^  and 
Will  remain  long  in  the  field,  wiihoat  receiving  injury  from 
the  weather*  I  know  no  part  of  hufbandry  Jn  this  pariih 
in  which  farmersare  more  apt  to  err»  than  in  the  manage- 
inent  of  their  beans,  by  taking  them  too  quickly  off  the 
field  \  if  not  fufficiently  dry,  and  even  blackened,  the  fod* 
der  and  grain  are  both  fpoiled. 

.  Th^  foil  in  this  parilb,  whether  it  be  a  fandy  or  day 
foil,  is  excellently  calculated  for  raifing  beans.  They  are 
all  fown  in  the  broadcall  \  in  this  manner  they  have  more 
foddeif  but  lefs  grain,  than  if  they  were  fown  in  drills  and 
hoed  I  bttt  the  fodder  is  fo  valaabk  for  horles,  (in  my^opi- 
Qipn  nearly  equal  to  hay  and  oats),  that  there  are  great  in- 
ducements to  contiflLue  this  prafiice.  Next  to  turnips,  po* 
tatoes,  or  fidlow,  they  are  the  beft  preparing  crop  for  gra&. 
It  b  care  to  fee  b<ans  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  countj ; 
but  tbey  d«ft*ive  to  be  introduced^  as  I  know  few  crops 
mtore  valuable. 

Biriht.^Ai  is  not  poffible  to  afcertain  the  number  of 
bitths  from  the  fef&on-rej^fter,  as  many  people  decline  en* 
tering  their  duldrens  names  in  the  record.  Since  the  pro- 
pofal  of  a  Statiftical  Account,  I  have  iafertcd  in  a  private 
regi&er  all  that  I  have  baptized.  The  refult  is  as  follows, 
for  tbr^e  years,  from  the  31ft  March  1791  to  tbe  fame 
date  X794»  136  males,  and  109  females;  total  245;  at  an 
average  each  year,  nearly  S^.    FrQm  all  the  infoonation 
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i  can  receive,  there  maj  Be  frdm  lo  to  25  more  baptized 
in  the  panih  each  jcar. 

-S#r/^j  .^-"Tliere  is  no  rcgifter  of  buriak  kept  bj  the 
felTion  ;  I  have>  however,  reqnelted  the  prefent  fexton,  finct 
he  entered  on  his  office,  to  mark  accurately  cverj  boreal  in 
the  church-yardi  and  to  keep  a  book  for  that  purpofe,  that 
he  may  know  when  it  is  proper  to  open  a  grave  where  a 
corpfe  has  formerly  been  laid  down.  Thisregiftcr,  of  which' 
I  keep  a  copy,  is  now  before  me  ;  and  from  the  20th  Janu- 
ary 1773  to  the  20th  January  1795,  there  have  been  bu- 
ried 1425  ;  average  for  22  years,  nearly  6j.  For  the  firft 
eleven  years  during  this  period^  there  were  buried  672, 
average  61 ;  for  the  lall  eleven  753,  average  each  year  68. 
This,  however,  docs  not  accurately  ftatc  the  nnmber  of 
deaths  in  thii  parifh  ;  many  (Irangers  are  buried  here,  and 
many  are  carried  out  of  this  place  to  other  places.  The 
fexton,  however,  afiures  me,  there  are  more  carried  out  of 
this  parlfli  than  brought  hither,  owing  to  the  number  of 

new  inhabitants  who  refide  in  the  town  of  Peterhead. 

f 

'  Xmatl-p:}X, — In  1774, 1  find  there  were  72  buriab :  of  thi^' 
rtumber  27  died  of  the  fmall  pox  :  in  I79x,  there  were  86 
burials,  and  of  this  number  34  died  of  the  fame  diforder^ 
Inoculation  has  been  introduced  hcrt;  for  thcfe  iafl  25  years ; 
but  the  practice  is  far  from  being  general. 

-  Marriajis^^lt  is  fllU  more  difficult  to  afceriain  the  num« 
ber  of  marriages.  1  have  kept  for  feveral  years  ^  lift  of 
perfons,  I  have  married ;  but  this  only  happens  when  thtt 
bride  refidcs  in  this  parilh,  and  is  a  Ticmber  of  my  congre* 
gation ;  I  have  a  note  before  me  from  tlie  clerk,  from  the 
2ad  of  May  1791  to  tlie  lit  of  March  1794,  of  proclama- 
tions during  that  pertodj  they  amount  to  84  ^  fo  that  at  an 
Vol.  XVI.  4  E  average 
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Average  each  jear  they  maj  be  eflimated  at  28  pair.  Ncn 
cher  does  this  afcertain  the  number  of  marriages,  as  tbtf 
bans  of  marriage  are  pabliihed  in  the  parifli  where  either 
the  bride  or  bridegroom  refides.  I  find  from  the  23d  June 
1 791  to  the  fame  date  in  17949  I  have  married  oolj  54 
pair;  average  each  year  during  this  period^  !&• 

Aflni/iers.'^YTam  all  die  information  t  have  received* 
there  have  been  here  five  Preibyterian-  minifters  fince  the 
Revolution,  Mr  Guthrie,  Mr  Brown,  Mr  Farqphar,  Mr 
Walker,  and  the  writer  of  the  prefent  account.  Mr  Brown 
left  this  pariih,  and  was  afterwards  fettled  at  Behelvie,  in 
the  prefbytery  of  Aberdeen  :  Mr  Farquhar  went  to  Chsipel 
of  Garioch,  in  the  prefbytery  of  Garioch,  and  died  only  a 
few  years  ago.  He  was  fiither  of  Mr  John  Farquhar,  late 
minifter  of  Nigg,  the  author  of  two  volumes  of  fermons,. 
which  are  fo  generally  and  defervedly  eiieemed*  They  re- 
ceive an  additional  value  from  the  charafker  of  .the  author^ 
whofe  life  was  a  tranfcript  of  the  Centimeats  he  publiflied. 
He  died  at  a  very  early  age  j  the  warmth  of  his  affefiion 
was  the  caufe  of  his  death ;  having  overheated  himfelf  in 
going  to  fee  a  friend,  who  wa»  ill  of  a  fever,  he  was  in  a 
few  days  feized  with  the  fame  diforder,  which  foon  proved 
fat^l: 

Multts  ille  bonis  flebtUs  occidit, 
Nulli  flebilior  quani  uiRx. 

My  predecefibr  was  fadier  likewife  of  Mr  Walter  Far* 
quhar,  fo  eminent  in  London  for  his  extenfive  prafiice  and 
jkill  in  the  medical  profcilion.  Both  his  fons  were  bom 
in  this  pariih.  The  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled  hece 
ia  1J63. 

Living* 
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£fv/flif  .*-»The  living,  hj  a  decreet  of  the  court  of  teinds 
in  1792,  which  is  not  yet  allocated  on  the  different  heri- 
tors, confilb  of  5  chalders  of  meal,  '3  chalders  of  bear,  and 
I«.  41  :  13  :  4  Sterling  of  money,  in  which  is  included  L.  8', 
6  s.  8  d.  for  comnionion-elements. 

The  glebe  confifis  of  different  patches  of  ground,  in 
all  betwixt  8  and  9  acres,  part  of  the  foil  very  indifie* 
rent,  bat  now  rendered  more  valuable  by  fome  improve- 
ments of  the  prefent  incumbent ;  beiides  a  garden,  and  fite 
for  the  manfe  and  offices,  and  a  privilege  of  pafiurage  on 
die  links  before  the  manfe. 

itfiff/f.— The  manfe  is  very  old;  was  burnt  in  1740; 
rebuilt  a  little  afterwards  by  the  hA  incumbent,  on  a  com* 
promife  with  the  heritors ;  the  walls  of  the  former  manfe, 
which  were  built  with  mortar,  I  am  informed  ftiU  remain. 
The  whole  of  the  houfe  is  very  infufficient ;  the  oCces 
were  built  about  16' years  ago,  and  with  repairs  to  the 
manfe,  which  were  only  about  L.  5,  coft  the  heritors  L.90 
Sterling,  the  whole;  that  has  been  paid  by  them  during  my 
refidence  here.  It  has  coft  me  a  much  greater  fum  for 
ibme  additional  accommodation,  and  keeping  the  manfe 
imd  offices  in  repairs,  which  are  renewed  every  year. 

Cburcb.'-^'Dxt  church  was  built  in  1771,  in  the  Kirk* 
town,  and  is  an  elegant  building  78  feet  long,  and  39 
feet  broad  over  the  walls,  which  are  of  a  proper  height  to 
admit  of  the  galleries  being  fufficiently  raifed. 

From  the  pofition  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  arrangement  of 
the  feats,  both  in  the  galleries  and  on  the  ground-floor,  it 
is  the  mod  convenient  place  of  worfhip  with  which  I  am 
acquainted.  The  plan  was  fent  by  one  of -the  heritors 
refiding  at  Edinburgh,  atid  was  got  from  an  eminent  tfr- 
chiteft  there. 

Theft 
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.There  bas  been  a  great  alteration  in  the  ftyle  of  bailiiog 
churches  in  (he  Sjnod  of  Aberdeen  fincc  its  eredion,  bm 
without  attending  to  the  drift  proportion  and  iiaiplicity  of 
thi^  plan,  which  might  ferve  as  a  model  for  anj  church, 
the  pulpit  being  placed  at  an  equal  diftance  from  the  ea& 
and  vreft  end  of  the  north  wall,  and  e^erj  perfon  both  fee- 
ing and  hearing  the  miniller.  The  whole  expence  of  the 
building  waa  onlj  L.  520  Sterling ;  and  a  fmall  fund  being 
obtained,  by  the  rent  of  a  few  feats,  which  were  fixed  after 
the  plan  was  completed,  at  prcfent  under  the  management 
of  the  kirk-feflion,  the  heritors  have  paid  nothing  for  re- 
pairs ever  fince  the  church  was  built. 

The  Scotch  and  £nglifli  Epifcopab  and  Seceders  have 
^ach  a.  very  convenient  place  of  worlhip  in  the  town  of 
Peterhead.     There  b  an  organ  in  each  of  the  Epiicopal 
phapcls. 
« 

Poor. — There  are  no  aSeiTments  on  the  heritors  for  the 
fnbfiflence  of  the  poor.  They  are  fupported  chiefly  from 
polle&ions  in  the  church,  which  are  very  liberal.  When 
1  was  fettled  in  1763,  there  was  abont  L.90  Sterling 
in  the  box  *,  the  money  at  prefent  fettled  on  interefl  dees 
not  niuch  exceed  that  fum.  Thirty  years  ago,  ordinary 
colledions  every  Lord's  day  were  from  7  s.  to  8  s.;  they 
are  now  hoft^  iZ  s.  to  L.  I.  This,  with  the  ordinary  per- 
quifites,  under  the  management  of  the  kirk-feffion,  and  the 
iiHerfeft  of  a  fmall  capital,  aiFords  confiderable  reli^  to  the 
.  poor,  who  for  fome  years  have  varied  from  70  to  80. 
There  are  few  beggjtrs  in  the  parifli,  exce|)ting  on  Friday, 
oti  whibh  there  is  always  ^  market  in  the  town  of  Peter- 
)Ma4  :  mtf^j  on  thlt  day  come  ih  from  the  neigh booring 
pariihes.  At  the  communion,  which  is  difpenfed  once 
fvery  year,  there  is  colledled  from  L.  16  to  L.  17  Sterlbg. 
A  coUefiion  of  L.  5  Sterling  is  fent  each  year  to  the  In- 
firmary 
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fimary  of  ^Aberdeen;  tud  frequently  very  lar|^  collec- 
tions are  obtained  in  the  church  for  the  relief  t>f  partipula^ 
families,  wbofe  fitoation  from  fome  nnexpeded  difafter  re- 
quires immediate  relieE  Two  annual  diftributions  are 
made  in  the  months  of  May  and  November,  befides  giving 
largely  at  the  ccmmanioo,  and  on  every  Lord^  day,  t0 
perfons,  whofe  fituation  appears  to  the  feflion  io  indigent  as 
not  to  admit  of  a  delay  till  the  ordinary  time  for  dxfiribu- 
ting  the  poor's  money* 

School. — The  fchoolmaAer's  falary,  for  a  long  fpace  of 
time,  was  13  boUs  3  firlots  of  meal^  from  the  country  part 
of  the  parifli,  and  L.3  :  6  :  S  Sterling  from  the  town* 
During  the  lad  vacancy,  which  happened  in  1788,  the 
town  of  Peterhead  petitioned  the  heritors  of  the  parilh  to 
permit  them  to  get  a  fchoolmafter  fettled  by  a  comparative 
trial,  to  teach  in  concert  with  another  fchoolmafter,  fettled 
by  Dr  Anderfon's  truftees,  who  have  the  appointment  of 
feveral  charity  fchook ;  that  thefe  two  might  form  a  kind 
of  acadimy  for  teaching  Engliih,  Latin,  Greek,  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  book-keeping,  the  elements  of  mathematics 
and  navigation  $  and  engaged  that  if  this  fcheme  were 
adopted,  they  would  advance  the  fchoolm'after's  falaryio 
L.  z  s,  befides  the  meal  payable  by  the  country  part  of  the 
parilh,  and  give  both  the  fchoolmafters  places  for  teaching 
in  the  town-houfe. 

The  heritors  granted  this  petition  -,  Mr  Adamfon  was 
found  beft  qualified  on  a  comparative  trial,  and  prefented 
by  the  town  of  Peterhead.  His  ialary  at  prelcnt  u  13 
bolls  3  firlots  of  meal  from  the  country  part  of  the  parifb, 
L.  10  from  the  town  of  Peterhead,  and  L.  5  from  the  mer« 
diant^  box ;  he  has  Hkewife  a  fee  of  L;  a  r  15  :  6  as  feffion- 
clerk*  The  whole  of  his  emoluments,  with  fchool-dues 
and  per^ifites  as  feffioa-derk,  will  not  exceed  L.35  Ster* 

ling. 
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lisg.  His  colleagoe,  Mr  Smith,  has  L.  so  Sterling  of  ik» 
Uij.  Mr  Ad^mfon  teaches  Latin  and  Eoglifh,  Mr  Smith 
writing  and  arithmetic,  in  feparate  fchoob.  The  nomber 
of  fickolars  who  attend  both  (chools  is  firom  40  to  50,  and 
il  leldom  more«  There  are  none  at  prefent  who  are  taogfat 
Greek,  or  anj  part  of  the  mathematics,  though  Mr  Adam- 
fim  is  perfefiljr  qualified  to  teach  thefe,  and  every  other 
part  allotled  to  him ;  he  is  a  young  man  of  very  great  abi- 
lities. Mr  Smith  is  likewife  very  affiduoos  in  his  depart- 
ment. There  is  befides  another  fchoolma&er  in  the  town, 
who  teaches  writing,  arithmetic,  book-keeping  and  Ladn, 
without  any  falary.  He  has  at  prefent  from  40  to  50  bojrs, 
and  1 7  girls.  There  are  likewife  in  town  9  women,  who 
teach  the  younger  children  reading,  and  the  girls  knitting 
and  fewing ;  their  number  of  fcholars  at  prefent  in  wbter 
is  about  150,  and  in  fummer  they  are  much  more  nume- 
rous -,  only  one  of  them  has  any  falary,  and  (be  has  only 
L.  a,  5  s.  Sterling  from  the  parents,  whofe  children  attend 
berfchool.  There  is  alfo  in  the  fea-town  of  Boddom  a 
fchoolmiftrefs,  who  teaches  about  ao  children  to  read  £ng- 
Kfli.  Mr  Shand,  organift  to  the  Scotch  Epifcopal  chapel, 
teaches  to  play  on  the  harpfichord  and  guitar  in  tbe  town 
of  Peterhead,  but  does  not  meet  with  that  encouragement 
which  his  talents  and  charaAer  deferves. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  improve  tbe  church- mufic 
both  in  the  Eftablifhed  Church  and  in  the  Epifcopal  cha- 
pels ;  but  the  improvement  is  very  flow,  and  from  what- 
ever caufe  it  may  proceed,  a  tafte  for  mufic  is  much  leis 
frequent  on  the  fea-coaft  in  Buchan  than  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  county. 

Students  at  tbe  UnroerJtty.'^^T  Adamfon,  the  fchool- 
mafter  has  attended  the  Divinity  Hall  for  feveral  years, 
and  is  the  only  Student  from  this  place  at  prefent  at  any 

Univerfitj. 
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Uaiverfitj.    I  do  not  recoiled  above  feven  or  eight  who 
have  beca  at  an  Univerfitj  from  this  parifh  fince  1763. 

ffi«/.— The  country  part  of  this  parifli  is  fupplied  with 
peat  from  the  mofles ,  the  town^  partly  with  peats,  and 
partly  with  coals.  From  the  great  prejudice  in  favour  of 
peats,  the  mofles  are  nearly  exhaufted,  and  the  whole  parifli 
will  foon  be  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  ooak.  It  will  probably 
be  of  advantage  to  the  farmers,  who  employ  a  great  part 
of  fummer  in  managing  and  leading  their  peats,  which 
might  be  better  employed  in  fallowing  or  driving  lime  aad 
dung  to  their  farms. 

Tbirlage. — ^Every  fpecies  of  Tcrvitudc  is  aboliihed,  ex- 
cepting thirlage  to  the  mills,  which  is  uniyerfally  confider* 
ed  as  a  heavy  burden,  and  a  gteat  obftacle  to  improve* 
ment. 

Crofters. — ^There  are  very  few  crofters  in  the  parifl. 
Thofe  who  have  large  farms  complain  of  the  want  of  them, 
from  the  difficulty  of  finding  fiervants^ 

Wag€s.'-^T\ic  wages  of  {ervants  have  increafed  verj 
much.  Thirty  years  ago,  a  man-fervant  could  have  been 
hired  for  L.  a,  zo  s.  Sterling  in  the  year  \  they  are  now 
from  L.  5  toL.8;  maid-fervants  were  from  zas.  to  158. 
in  the  half-year  *,  they  are  at  prefent  from  L.  i  to  L.  z,  zo  s. 
Day-labourers  were  8  d.  each  day  in  fummer,  without  their 
viduals,  they  are  now  z  s. ;  mafons  and  Wrights  were  i  s.  { 
,  they  are  now  is.  6 d.  ^  in  harvefi,  reapers  get  z  s.  each, 
befides  their  viAuals ;  the  wages  of  other  tradefmen  an^ 
day-labonrerj  are  increafed  in  the  fame  proportion. 

t  Language. 
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Lan£vage.^^Thc  language  fpoken  in  this  parifh  is  tk^ 
bro^  Buchan  dialed  of  the  Englifli,  with  many  Scotti- 
cifmsy  aad  Hands  much  in  need  of  reformation^  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  will  foon  happen,  from  the  frequent  rcfort  of 
polite  people  to  the  town  in  fummen 

The  pames  of  places  in  the  pariih  feem  to  be  derived 
chiefly  from  the  Englilh  and  Gaelic.  Thus,  Alehoufe^bill^ 
(a  houfe  which  the  family  "of  Raven's  Craig  ufed  to  fre- 
quent as  a  tavern')^  Mjrefide^  Hayfitld^  Newfeat^  Mount- 
Pleafantt  Scotcb^mill  are  Englifli ;  like  wife,  Stay  the  P^oy- 
age^  (a  place  where  the  family  of  Marifchal  ufed  to  halt  in 
their  way  from  Invenigie  to  Peterhead),  another  Stay  the 
Voyage^  from  a  tenant  of  libe  former  place  having  carried 
the  name  of  his  (irfl  place  of  refidence  to  a  houie  in  the 
oppolite  fide  of  the  pari(h  \  Crofffold^  from  a  place  of  wor- 
fhip  having  been  in  that  field  before  the  Reformation.  /«- 
vernettiey  Auchtiegall^  Glendevny^  and  Ba/muir,  I  am  in- 
formed are  Gaelic  *,  and  Blackhoufe,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
be  Knglifhy  I  am  informed,  is  like  wife  Gaelic  ;  Blackhouft 
being  derived  from  Bhcihoufe^  which  fignifies  a  place  of 
defence  in  front  of  a  cafile.  The  truth  is,  Blachhoufe^  in 
this  parifli,  on  the  fide  of  the  Ugie^  is  oppofite  to  the  ruins 
of  an  Old  Cattle,  which  belonged  to  the  family  of  the 
Cheynes  in  St  Fergus,  and  which  was  their  place  of  refi- 
dence, long  before  the  houfe  of  loverugie  was  bnilt,  or 
they  had  any  conneidon  with  the  family  of  Marifchali  or 
Keiths  of  Raven* s  Craig. 

Volunteer s.'^Th^  people  in  general  in  the  parifli  arc  not 
fond  of  a  military  life  ;  but  in  the  prefent  war,  when  they 
are  fenfible  they  have  every  thing  that  is  valuable  at  (lake, 
many  have  enlifted  for  the  army  \  and  in  the  town  of  Pe- 
terhead, two  companies  of  votlunteere,  jo  men  each  com- 
pany, haVe  turned  out  with  the  greateft  readi^efs  for  the 

defence 
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dida^at  of  the  town,  «^  more  if  neceflkrj  could  eafily  hare 
betii  muftered ;  they  have  Kkewifie  begun  to  enlift  for  tho 
rfiavy^  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  neceiTary  compk- 
Jnent  of  18  feameoi  or  36  landmen,  will  Ibon  be  found. 

CbaraSer.'-^Thit  people  in  the  country  part  of  the  pa^ 
rilh  are  in  general  very  diUgent,  temperate,  peaceable,  and 
iso&nfive  in  their  manners.  I  know  of  no  crime  for 
which  any  pedbn  has  been  capitally  eon vided.  They  are 
▼cry  pundual  in  their  attendance  at  church,  and  obfervance 
of  divine  ordinances;  and  their  outward  ,depency  in  time^ 
.•f^piddic  woribipis  very  ejcemplary. 


TOWN  or   P£TERH£AD. 

Towff.'—About  a  mile  fonth  of  the  Ugie  ftands  the  town 
of  P^terh^ad,  latitude  570  30' — ^33"  N.  on  a  peninfula, 
which  projeds  into  the  German  Ocean,  and  forms  the 
eaflermoft  point  of  land  in  Scotland ;  it  b  called  Peter's 
PoUe  by  the  Dutch,  and,  as  formerly  mentioned,  is  fuppo- 
iied  to  be  the  Cape  taken  notice  of  by  Ptolemy.  An 
Iflbmuif  which  conneds  the  town  with  the  country  on  th^ 
N.  W.  IS  only  about  800  yards  broad.  The  reft  of  the 
town  is  furrouoded  by  the  fea,  which  on  the  eafi  part  is  fo 
near  the  honfcs,  that  a  bulwark  is  raifed  to  proteA  them 
from  high  ftream-tide& 

The  town,  with  the  adjacent  lands,  of  confiderable  value 
and  extent,  formerly  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of  Deer.  In 
1560,  Queen  Mary  appointed  Robert  Keith,  fon  of  Wil*' 
Uam  4th  Earl  Marifchal,  Commendator  of  Deer ;  in  1587, 
JaoMs  VL  raifed  this  Robert  to  the  dignity  of  die  peerage. 
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bythe  title  of  Lord  ^ifrr«r,  having  crested  the  AbbejJ 
f  tenponl  lordfliip  in  his  &vour ;  this  peerage 
e^tind,  and  the  Abbej  lands  fell  to  the  Earl  Ifarit- 
chal.  Anno  16379  William  6tb  £arl  Mariichal  obtaiDed 
a  new  diarter  from  the  Crown  of  the  Ahhey  lands,  befides 
the  tithes  great  and  (mail  of  the  parifli  of  Peterhead,  the 
parfonage  of  the  church,  falmon  and  white^fiihing*  The 
following  lands  are  mentioned,  ^s  fituate  in  the  paiilh  o£ 
Peterhead :  "  Terras  de  LthiU^  terras  de  Mwmch^nU^  ter- 
V  ras  de  Gramg^  (at  prefent  Grtrngi)^  de  RaMtt^  (where 
1<  the  windmill  at  preient  ftands),  de  Fifi^rimrm^  de  Pteter- 
**  head  cum  Anchoragiis  ejufdem.*^  After  the  fbrfeitpie 
of  Earl  Marifchal  in  I7i5»  the  town,  with  the  lands  be- 
longing to  that  family  in  the  pariifa,  were  bought  bja 
fifliing company  in  England;  which  failing  m  1726,  fold 
the  town  and  thefe  lands  to  the  Governors  of  the  Merchant 
Maideo  Hofpit^l  of  Edinburgh,  at  d^e  price,  if  I  am  not 
mifinformed,  of  L.  3000  Sterling.  The  rental  amoonted 
^o  191  bol^  of  bear,  199  boUs  of  meal,  %  bolls  of  o«ts»  and 
.  L.  80  Sterling  Ojf  money,  befides  the  fieu-dgty  for  property 
in  Peterhead.  The  (yovcruors  let  theie  lands  to  one  tackf- 
fnan  at  L.  245  Sterling,  at  whic^  rent  it  r^ma^ied  tiU  about 
ao  years  ago. 

A  few  years  before  that  period,  the  Qovemoars  expoGBd 
all  their  property  in  tbb  parilh  to  (ale,  and  it  was  porcha- 
fed  by  a  gentleman  at  Edinburgh  for  L*  10,000  Sterling, 
who  thought  the  price  high,  and  had  an  option  to  coofider 
for  fome  time,  and  relixiquifli  the  bargain  if  )w  thought  pro* 
per ;  when  the  time  was  nearly  elap^d,  .he  gave  in  his  re- 
puuciation,  whijch  was  accepted  ytry  readily  by  one  of  the 
povemors,  who  never  approved  of  the  iale,  and  pnt  the 
paper  into  the  charter-chefi,  noarkiog  00  the  back  of  it,  a 
miraculous  efcape.  He  was  right  in  his  opinion  ^  in  1755 
^e  rent  was  railed  to  L.  870,  and  in  1794  to  L.  1040  Ster- 
ling 
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%M%^  befides  the  money  which  the  Governors  ai^  daily  re-^ 
criving  for  ground  which  is  feoed  oC  and  amount*  in  a 
lew  yean  to  a  very  confiderable  fum. 

The  town  was  formed  into  a  burgh  of  barony  by  George 
Earl  Marifchal  in  1593 ;  it  was  then  caUed  Keith  Inch. 
The  number  of  feoers  to  whom  the  charter  was  granted « 
was  only  14.  The- ground  fieued  out,  about  3  acres;  the 
purcha&*money  3000  merks,  and  the  mail  or  feu-dnty 
I».  7,  IIS.  Scotch.  From  the  boundaries  of  the  different 
feus,  they  feem  to  have  been  placed  from  the  Ronheads  and 
Keith  Inch,  the  eafiem  points,  to  the  remoteft  extremity  of 
what  is  at  preient  called  the  town  of  Peterhead,  for  one  of 
die  fieus  is  bounded  by  the  Kirkburo,  which  divides  the 
town  on  the  fonth-weft  fide  from  the  links,  where  no  hoit* 
^  Cbs  are  ere&ed.  The  original  feuers  appear  to  have  beea 
fiihers,  for  each  of  them  is  permitted  to  have  a  boat  for 
wfaite-fiihing,  on  paying  the  teind-fijQi,  and  ^<  fie  as  happens 
<^  to  pa&  to  &r  fiihing,  the  bid  Earl  and  his  forefaids  fliaU 
^  have  fuch  teynd  thereof  as  the  inhabitants  of  An^ruibir 
^  V^J**  When  the  number  of  feuers  ihall  amount  to 30 
peifbnv  they  were  obliged  to  buiJd  a  tolbooth^  or  pay  aeo 
BBMrks  to  the  Earl  for  building  it  \  they  were  Jtkewile  enga« 
ged  to  build  fuffieient  ftone  dated  houfies,  14  feet  in  length, 
and  16  in  breadth,  in  fuch  places  as  may  beibond  mod  for 
die  decoration  of  the  burgh,  and  to  pay  Ik  a  yearly  till  they 
bnild  fuch  hou&s.  They  were  further  obliged  to  build  and 
craft  a  bulwark  in  the  mouth  of  the  haven  called  Port 
Bmrj^  (now  the  North  Harbour),  *^  for  eafiement  of  their 
^  leafiyring  veflels,  and  ihall  acoomplifh  the  fame  half  a 
^  year  after  that  the  £iid  Earl  bath  received  the  graffmms 
**  ofao  tenants." 

The  town  at  piefent  holds  of  the  Goveroon  of  iba  Mar- 
chant  Maiden  Hofpital  of  Edinburgh  aa  fuperiors.  The 
Goveniment  of  the  town  is  vefied  in  a  bailie  and  B  coun- 

bllois. 
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leUors.    The  UiCe  u  ntmed  by  the  fi^eriois^  sod  Ji»  Uk 
c^mmiflSoo  frooi  them ;  the  cooaleUori  are  chofeD  aamially 
by  the  feuers,  at  a  general  oieetiog  called  for  that  porpefe  ^ 
4  of  thefe  are  chefts  fsoA  among  the  mercfaaittsi  %-  fiom 
the  ihipma&erw»  and  a  from  the  trades.    The  bailie  exer- 
aiCbs  his  judicial  authority,  or  legal  jorifiliaioa,  oempetent' 
10  a  burgh  of  barony ;  andtlie  oooDfeUors^  jointly  with  tbr 
baiHe,  have  the  admiaiftration  of  Ae  oommoa  good  of  •iie 
town ;  the  public  veveone  of  wfaicfa9.about  ip  jesin  ago,  did 
not  exceed  L«  135  Sterling ;  it  is  noMr  about  L.  ^40,  rdhkiiig 
from  the  i]iote«dneS|  petty  cuftoms,  and  the  sent  of  fome 
land  adjacent  to  the  towoi  which  was  foirmeiiy  a  commcoi 
but  now  tfaeahfolate  propecty  of  the  feoers.    The  whole 
of  this  revenue  ia  amiually  laid  out  in  improving  the  bar* 
boor,  fireetsy  other  pablie-works,  and  ftr  the  good  of  tfae^ 
town* 

The  town  is  nearly  an  &fm  ot  a  croft,  and  may  be  dt* 
vided  into  four  parts :  The  JUri-^afMs,  Rmbeadsj  Kmh 
Inch  or  ^mmsiiy  and  the  town  properly  fo  called.  A  imaU 
ropery  is  carried  004  a  number  of  dayJabourers  And  ma^ 
jMifli&ttcers  refide  sa  the  Kirktowot  which  formedy  wa^ 
disjoined  from,  bnt  is  now  almolL  oennefied  with  the  toim 
by  one  continued  ihreet.    The  fena  eastend  no  fasthcrilMQ 
the  Kirkto#n  to  the  weftward,  whidi  is  ieporaied  by  a 
£bali  rivntet  fromabie  manie  and  the  Ibks,  where  i^ere  is 
exoeOent^o^^f  and  where  the  young  m^  of  die  town, 
and  many  far  advanced  in  life,  refort  for  amofement.   For- 
merly there  was  a  fiihing^boat  with  a  crew  which  belonged 
fo  thb  part  of  the  town,  hot  all  the  boats  at  pre&nt  belong^ 
to  the  Ronheads,  the  north  eaft  part  ^  the  town,  where  the 
fifhermen,   failors,  pilots,    and  a  few  (hipmaflers  refide. 
Here  diere  are  9  boats,  which  employ  about  40  haadb ;  all 
thefe  fiihermen  are  likewife  pilots,  and  are  therefore  not  fo 
fteady  in  catching  iifli  as^the  people  il^  Boddem}  they  are 
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^'^^ay  hnSf  ftnd  intrepid  us  ptioo,  ga  out  boMlj  ta  meet 
Ihtps  in  the  greateft  ftorms,  and  have  thecharader  of  being 
as  ready  and  difcreet  as  anj  on  the  coail.  On  the  Keith 
Inch,  the  nofth  part  of  which  is  called  the  GreenhiK,  there 
are  Teveral  exceBent  honfes,  and  fome'refpedable  faroilies, 
Hefe»  on  the  fhtttbenneft  part,  is  an  old  caflle,  buik  by 
George  Earl  Marifohal  in  the  begimiTng  of  lad  century. 
He  was  employed  at  the  Court  of  Denmark  on  an  embafly, 
«nA  brought  over  the  Princels  of  Denmark,  who  was  mar- 
ked to  King  Jaraes  VL  It  is  fiiid  he'  built  this  eaftle  frattk 
a  model  of  the  pahce  of  the  King  of  Denmark ;  it  ha& 
been  long  isfed  as  a  granary  and  ftorehoafe,  and  though  tht 
trails  and  roof  are  (landing,  is  in  a  ruinous  ftate. 

Near  this  there  is  a  finall  fbrt^  and  a  guard-houfe,  wiffr 
a  battery  of  four  I1^,  and  four  18  pounders^  brought  here  \fk 
the  cpurfc  of  the  laR  war.  There  were  oncefeven  cannon 
placed  at  the  month  of  the  two  harbours^  befides  fome  bra&. 
pieces  in  the  tolbboth,.  which  were  all  carried  to  LondoA 
after  the  year  1715.  iTie  Keith  Inch  formerly  at  ftrearo*. 
tides  was  entirely  feparatfed  from  the  town,  the  tide  fk>wing 
from  the  North  to  the  South  Harbour.  This  is  now  pre^ 
vented  by  a  mound  of  earth,  raiTed  fo  high  as  never  to  be 
overflowed  by  the  fea  \  on  the  north  tide  of  this  are  placed 
the  flelh-houfe,  a  number  of  fiieds  for  coals,  Hrae,  and-Hnr- 
ber,  and  a  fait  mannfiidure ;  on  the  fouth  fide  is  the  wate«- 
houfcy  two  fmaU  docks  or  flips  fbr  ihip-boilding,  and  thfr 
South  Harbour. 

iftfHiotfr/.— Tbeie  are  two  harbottrs,  the  North  and  tha* 
South.  The  North  Iferbeur  is  the  oMeft.  There  is  a 
pier  of  very  large  flones  on  the  nartheaft  fide,  without  any 
cement,  but  which  feldom  needs  repairs;  fisips fometknea^ 
enter  this  harbour,  and  are  laid  up  for  the  winter ;  in  gene* 
ral,  it  is  only  employed  by  large  boats  from  the  Murray 
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friMhf  and  the  fifliing  and  pSot  boats  of  Petetbead.  There 
is  II  feet  depth  of  water  at  fiream-ddes  in  this  haibuBr, 
The  channel  b  narrow. 

The  Soath  Harbour  is  rendered  moeh  more  commodiom 
.  than  it  was  formerly  by  the  channel  being  deepened.  There 
are  now  two  excellent  piers  on  the  footh  and  weft  fides  of 
the  harbouri  and  thej  form  with  the  j^emawr,  or  Ktkh 
Incbf  on  the  eaft  fide,  a  capacious  bafao,  where  at  piefient 
above  60  fliips  majr  remain  in  great  iafetj,  and  with  Csme 
additional  ezpencein  clearing  the  channelt  and  erefitng 
another  pier  or  qnaj  on  the  eaft  fide,  I  am  informed  it  may 
contain  aboi^t  100  vefiela. 

The  fouth  pier,  which  foflains  the  whole  force  of  the 
German  Ocean,  (and  at  £bme  times,  from  the  waves  that 
break  over  the  parapet,,  the  ^pearance  is  very  grand  and 
tremeoduDus),  is  460  feet  in  length,  4a  fset  wide  at  the 
broadeft'part»  40  feet  high  from  the  foundation  of  the  head 
to  the  top  6{  the  parapet.  The  weft  pier  is  633  £eet  in 
length,  the  parapet-wall  335  fiset ;  the  height  at  the  head 
from  the  foundation  to.  the  top  of  the  parapet* wall  is  36 
feet. 

They  are  both  of  large  pieces  of  granite,  fqnared  and 
neatly  drefled,  and  are  thought  of  fuffident  fizength 
and  firmnefs  (with  a  little  attention)  to  refift  the  force  of 
the  fea :  the  foot-path  and  quay  is  broad  and  commodious, 
and  the  workmanfiiip  on  the  whole  is  well  eapccated. 

The  two  piers,  with  expences  in  deepening  the  harbom^ 
have  coft  the  town  above  L«5ooo  Sterling  1  of  thisthcj 
have  received  about  L.  4000  from  Government,  die  Go* 
vemors  of  the  Merchant  Maiden  Hofpital,  and  cootiibo- 
tioas  from  a  few  indrviduab.  The  depth  of  crater  is  from 
xa  to  14  feet  at  fiream-tides,  and  from  8  to  9  licet  at  neap- 
tides< 

ConfideiabiA 
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GonfideraUe  improvements  nuij  liyi  be  mtde  on  this 
iiaclxmr.  Bj  carrying  the  fouth  jner  further  into  the  Ceai 
Ihips  of  any  burden  that  are  employed  in  trade  might  find 
iheller  here.  Without  extending  the  pier,  the  channel 
maj  be  deepened  two  or  three  feet,  and  the  two  harbours 
might  be  joined  into  one,  bj  cutting  the  bridge  which  di« 
vides  the  town  from  the  Quenzte*  If  this  was  accompliffli* 
ed,  it  would  fave  manj  valuable  ihips  from  b&ig  wrecked, 
which  cannot,  from  ftrong  wefierlj  gales,  fetdi  any  of  the 
friths,  or  any  of  the  harbours  betwixt  them,  but  might 
reach  this  harbour  \  and  if  the  two  harbours  were  united, 
they  could  go  out  to  fea  with  any  wind,  which  would  re* 
Biove  the  great  inconvenience  to  which  ihips  are  fo  fre^ 
quently  fiibjefied  by  being  confined  in  the  South  Harbour 
from  contrary  winds.  I  have  feen  this  harbour  fuU  of 
iliips,  which  were  detaihed  for  upwards  of  fix  wedu  by 
the  wind  blowing  from  the  S.  or  S.  E. 

This  improvement  has  been  pointed,  out  to  the  inhabU 
tants  by  fome  engineers,  whom  they  have  confolted :  tbeva 
can  be  no  doubt  of  its  bemg  pradicable,  and  of  its  uriltty 
when  executed.  By  an  eftimate  from  Mr  John  Gwyn,  die 
whole  expence  for  making  the  two  piers  already  finiflied, 
^nd  uniting  the  two  harbours,  was  only  L.  6891  :  3  :  ff 
Sterling  *,  but  were  it  three  times  this  expence,  thi  advan« 
tages  are  obvioufly  fo  immenfely  great,  that  it  ihonld  be 
attempted,  and  if  once  begun,  there  can  be  little  doubt  it 
would  be  executed.  Perhaps  it  could  not  be  eafily  effec- 
tuated by  the  inhabitants  of  tUa  town ;  but  the  benefit  they 
would  receive  from  this  improvement  is  fo  great,  that  I 
hope  fome  time  foon  they  will  ferioufly  think  of  commen« 
dng  it,  even  if  they  fliould  mortgage  the  whole  of  their 
town's  fiinds  for  that  purpofe,  or  lend  fome  of  didr  private 
property  on  the  fecnrity  of  the  certain  advance  of  revenue 
^om  die  in^afed  number  of  ihips  that  would  enter  the 
3  harbour  $ 
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harbour  \  befid«%  it  woiiM  be  tttoiKleil  with  fadk  «dwft- 
tages  19  the  tr«k  ftttd  oayigftUM  of  this  iflaiid  in  gganmlj 
that  it  16  to  be  hoped,  oa  •  pc opcr  reprefientitiQn,  it  aujgbt 
be  accoropUdied  bj  ft  geaerftl  contribBtion,  or  ftid 
Governmenty  or  bj  obtfttniiig  an  ftft  of  Pkrliaincttc  &r : 
iifig  the  (hore-iloea.  The  joining  Ae  two  barboon 
p^  of  the  original  plan  when  the  two  new  pien  were 
ere£ked.  When  this  work  was  b^im,  th^  had  IsBle  pro* 
fpeft  of  receiving  fo  much  ononof  as  was  aftwwanh  ob- 
tained ;  and  from  what  happened  then,  it  gives  eocomge- 
xment  to  exped  chat  money  would  not  he  wamiagi  if  fo 
tt(«rfill  an  improvement  was  commenced.  The  Gorernors 
of  dit  Merchant  Maiden  HoTpital  are  much  imetefted  ia 
this  plan  bebg  carried  into  tSA  \  the  rife  of  their  renia 
far  lands  near  the  towa,  and  the  value  of  fens  woald  be  in 
much  iocieaficd,  that  the  advantagn  accruing  to  cbem  can- 
not  eaiily  be  calculated  ^  bcfidts  the  fiitiafo^on  of  oootri- 
hntiQg  to  make  Peterhead  the  greaieft  and  moft  ^thriroig 
lavwli  in  the  nosth  of  Scotland. 

•  It  dcfcrvcs  fttfeention  likewife»  tlMt  in  time  of  war«  this 
Mag  a  beikd-landy  is  the  place  srhere  privateers  moft  &e- 
5|BeQtl7  keep  their  ftatm,  and  pick  up  fliips  which  might 
ind  /belter  here,  but  for  want  of  «cteCi  to  a  harbour,  ate 
<QUiged  to  beat  4ip  againft  4ie  wind  for  fBveral  days. 

A(us#rai  i^r/f— A  little  lo  the  weft  of  ^entnuiceto 
the  South  Harbour  is  the  mineral  well,  the  virtues  of  which 
have  been  known  above  ao^ijrears* 
\  It  has  long  been  called  the  Wine  WelL  The  eonatry 
people  wjio  relbrt  hither  in  fiimmer,  and  the  greateft  pact 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parilh  ftill  give  it  the  lame  name. 
Whence  it  ibould  have  received  this  fppeyation  ia  not  eafy 
•to  ia^^  liar  is  it  of  great  importanee  so  determine.  From 
she  wat^  fp^kUng  ie  9  ghfsi  and  esWdratiftg  the  ^irits. 
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It  xmj  have  been- compared  to  Champagne ;  hat  this  ocm* 
jedare  is  not  fupported  by  an j  record  or  tradition. 

An  analyfis  of  tbb  water  b  given  bj  Br  Laing.  From 
^the  refill t;of  his  ezperimentSt  in  <2  lb.  avoirdupois  niceight 
tof  water,  there  jire  found, 


Aerated  iron. 

- 

3i  grains. 

Muriated  iron* 

m 

-          30i 

Muriated  lime. 

- 

7 

Silicioua  earth. 

- 

2 

Ojpfam, 

- 

2 

Glauber's  fait, 

• 

'3* 

Common  fait, 

- 

7i 

Fixed  air,  cubic  inches, 

-     •     83cJ 

This  water  has  long  been  defervefly  in  repnte,  for  ge- 
neral debility,  diforders  of  the  iftomach  and  bowels,  flatu- 
3encies  and  indigefiion,  nervoos  complaints  which  flow 
€rom  theie  caufes,  and  difeafes  peculiar  to  the  fair  feic ;  tfnd 
in  all  thefe  >iiforders,  J  can  from  30  years  obfervation  and 
«jq>erieQce  affirm^  I  know  of  no  remedy  more  efficacious, 
when  attention  is  paid  at  the  fame  time  to  regimen,  ezer« 
cife,  and  amnfement,  ahd  taking  now  and  then  a  gentte 
eihetic  ot  laxative,  as  circumftanccs  may  require.  In  moft 
tafet  where  the* mineral  water  is  ufed,  the  cold  bath  is  pro- 
per,  and  promotes  its  good  effeAs,  which  are  an  increafe  of 
appetite,  flreogtb,  and  fpirits. 

There  is  no  difeafe  for  which  people  refort  to  the  well 
more  frequently  than  gravel,  though  with  a  confiderablo 
degree  of  hazard,  as  I  have  feen  numerouf^inftances  of  de- 
phikic  pttSoxyCms  brought  on  by  the  ufe  of  the  water,  and 
where  caki^  are  formed  in  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  thiafef* 
IbA  is  naturally  to  be  expeAed. 

The  water,  as  a  cjeanfer  and  tonic,  may  have  fome 
Vol.  XVI.  4G  efie« 
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^dkSt  in  preventing  the  difeafe  altogether*;  but  after  a 
perfon  has  for  fome  time  been  afflided  with  it,  I  think  the 
cafe  is  very  different,  and  cannot  £ee  fiifficient  reafons  fbf 
recommending  the  water  but  with  the  otmofl  caution. 
If  the  watcFp  from  the  quantity  of  fixed  air,  b  fuppofed  to 
have  a  power  to  difiblve  calculous  concretions,  fixed  air 
may'  be  given  in  any  quantity,  and  is  frequently  recom- 
mended, without  any  of  the  (Simulating  ingredients  which 
are  found  in  Peterhead  water  ;  and  if  it  is  fuppofed  to  ope- 
rate as  a  cleanfer  by  its  diuretic  qualities,  liquids  may  be 
given  that  are  lefs  irritating. 

Perhaps  I  may  exprefs  myfelf  ftrongly ;  but  the  iimple 
idea  of  driving  gravel  or  fmall  calculi  through  the  kidneys, 
ureters,  or  urethra,  with  cold  iron,  has  always  afiefied  me 
with  fome  degree  of  terror,  efpecially  when  we  muft  be 
ignorant  of  the  quantity  of  gravel  to  be  difcharged,  or  the 
liaie,  (hape,  and  furface  (whether  fmooth  or  rough)  of  the 
calculi  that  are  to  pals  through  thefe  paiTages* 

When  a  nephritic  paroxyfm  happens  withqjit  the  ufe  of 
any  medicine,  and  is  probably  an  efibrt  of  nature  from  irri- 
tation, to  throw  off  the  peccant  matter,  how  careful  are  we 

.  to  avoid  every  thing  which  may  produce  or  increafe  infiam- 
maticMi,  and  to  prefcrlbe  the  gentle^  diuretics,   and  the 

HxiUeft 

*  Perhaps  a  fteady  u/e  of  comnion  fpriog  vater,  in  place  of  ale  or  beer, 
might  he  equally  ferviceahle,  and  lefs  dangerous  in  preventing  gravel. 
A  gentleman,  aged  41,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  has  for  thefc  UA 

.  ^  jean  of  his  life  fcarce  tufted  any  malt  liquor,  from  an  apprebenfion  of 
gravel,  and  has  confined  himfclf  to  drinking  coliJ  water.  His  grandfather 
tad  great-grandfather  died  of  that  difordcr  ;  his  father  was  cut  for  the 
ftone.     He  himfclf  Has  hitherto  kept  entirely  free  frjm  this  complaint. 

.  From  a  fcdcotuy  life,  and  fevere  ftudy,  he  has  at  prefent  fome  complaints. 
which  probably  are  unconne^cd  with  gravel  \  but  being  apprebenfive  of 
that  aiforder,  he  is  thinking  of  trying  the  Peterhead  water,  becaufe  hii 
father  thought  he  received  benefit  from  it,  who,  after  having  tried  it  for 

'"  near  30  years,  was  cat  for  the  ftofie. 
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iuilddl  diluents,  to  relax  and  foothi  by  fomentalloiis  and 
opiates,  rather  than  irritate  by  tonics  djidjlimulants. 

The' mineral  water  is  fometimes  recommended  fora.fup- 
prefllon  of  urine.  When  this  proc^ds  from  great  debility, 
or  a  paralytic  affefUon  of  the  longitudinal  fibres  of  theblad*  • 
der,  it  may  then  be  fometimes  fervioeable  \  but  i^bcn 
there  Is  any  fufpicion  of  inflammation^  or  when  it  proceeds 
from  fpafm,  I  fhould  not  think  it  fafe  to  recommend  thp^ 
water ;  and  confidering  the  difficulty  of  determining  from 
which  of  thefc  caufes  the  diforder  may  proceed,  the  utmoft 
caution  is  more  neceffary. 

Dr  Laing  has  recommended  it  likewife  for  dropfy.  Of 
the  propriety  of  this  I  have  great  doubts.  There  are  many 
diuretics  prefcribed  in  that  diforder,  which  are  certainly' 
more  efficacious,  and  when  tonics  are  indicated,  xhey  may 
be  given  in  a  more  concentrated  form*,  wlien  the  difeafe 
proceeds  only  from  relaxation,  perhaps  no  great  danger  is 
to  be  apprehended  from  ufiog  the-  water ;  but  when  it  pro* 
ceeds,  which  is  frequently  the  cafe^  from  obftru&iops  in  th.e 
liver,  I  (hould  be  afraid  to  recommend  it.  I  would  not 
wifti  to  interdift  a  dropfical  perfon,  who  may  have  a  gre»t. 
third,  the  ufe  of  drink  \  but  perhaps  a  folutioA  pf  cream  of 
tartar,  in  common  water,  which  is  gently  laxativct  diuretic, 
and  deobftruent,  and  whi^h  has  been  fo  itrongly  recom- 
mended by  Dr  Home  in  his  Clinical  Le£lures>  In  dropfical 
cafes,  would  be  more  proper  for  allaying  third. 

It  is  really  not  poffible  precifcly  to  ^fcertain  what  quan« 
tity  of  the  mineral  water  may  be  taken  in  cafes  where  it  is 
proper  to  ufe  it  freely^ 

It  is  prudent  to  begin  with  fmall  quantities,  and  increafe. 
the  dofe  as  the  (lomachi  or  the  ftrcngth  of  the  perfon  will 
permit.  When  the  appetite  b  mended,  and  the  water 
pafles  off  eafily,  the  perfon  need  not  be  uneafy  at  tbinkipg 
ke  has  taken  too  large  a  quantity.    I  have  known  itdnmk 

wiih 
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n^idi  fafetjr  to  the  amoont  of  two  Scotch  plots  in  the  coorilif 
of  the  day ;  though  there  are  not  many  who  can  eafi]j-takr 
ib  large  a  quantitj. 

h  is  certamly  taken  to'  moft  advantage  at  tUe  feiintain^ 
bead,  or  in  the  room  where  the  company  affcmUe  to  dcink 
the  water ;  there  are  many  inOances,  however,  of  people  of 
^at  irritability,  and  who  are  veryweaki  beginning  ta 
drink  it  in  bed  in  the  morning  with  fttcce&» 

There  is  frequently  a  nnmeroos  genteel  company  here, 
Arinking  the  water  daring  the  fealbn,  which  depends  very 
much  on  the  weather  \  it  commonly  begins  in  the  month- 
of  June,  and  terminates  in  Aognft  or  September* 

There  are  fach  crowds  of  country  people  who  refert  f' 
it  in  the  month  of  July,  that  frequently  the  fprtng  does  not 
afford  fo  much  water  as  they  would  drink,  and  before  6  or* 
7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  well  is  often  literally  dry. 
The  company  indeed  at  that  time  are  not  eafily  fatisfied, 
for  many  of  them  drink  from  6  to  8*  Scorch  pints  in  the 
day,  befides  from  a  mutchkin  to  a  Scotch  pint  of  fea-water, 
and  eating  large  quantities  of  dilfe.  They  cannot  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  mineral  Water  can  be  of  any  fervice  to 
their  complaints  without  proving  laxative,  which  is  not  its 
ordinary  eflfed,  and  they  have  geoerally  very  feverc  exer* 
cife  during  the  time  they  remain  here^^  they-  are  often 
much  reduced  in  their  flrength  before  they  leave  this  place ; 
they  frequently  a&  advice  in  what  manner  the  water* 
Ihould  be  taken,  but  with  great  reludance  follow  it,  if  tbe^* 
water  has  no  fenfible  tSkSt^  doring  their  ftaj  here* 

They  come  here  indifcriminately  for  all  difeales,  without 
taking  any  previous  advice.  I  have  feen  many,  who  were 
in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  confumption,  and  others  who  had  been: 
drinking  the  mineral  water  for  feveral  days  in  large  qnan* 
tities,  with  conftant  fever  on  them,  and  whom  with  di£* 
culty  I  have  perfuaded  to  retutA'home* 

I  Thejj 
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They  come  in  great  crouds*  hither,  ftrom  the  (fiflance,of 
30  or  40  miles ;  and  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  county,  fet- 
"^ants  frequently  make  it  aa  article  in  their  agreenaent  Witb 
their  mafters,  to  have  5  or  6  days  of  the  Wine  WcH'  at 
l^terheacT,  whether  they  have  any  complaints  or  not. 

Many  have  applied  to  me  for  ad\nce.  Iti  general*  tHcy 
tstj  their  complaints  are^gra^Uh ;  but,  on  enqttiHng  moi% 
ttinately,  it  is  flatulency  and'  indigeftion,  which  i^  com- 
gftonly  catted  a  windfgravei:  and  t  believe  this  is  one  rea- 
ftn  why  the  water  k  held  in-  fuch  repute  for  grareliflt 
cotnplaints.  When  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  is  really  gra^ 
Tel,  I  always  advife  them  to  drink  the  water  very  mode- 
vately,  if  f  oannot  perfaade  them  to  abftain  fiom  it  alto^ 
gether,  and  moft^  frequently  (Imd  them  home,  with  advice 
to  take  focH^  me£cines  as  appear  moft  proper  for  them. 

There  are  great  numbers  wlio  refort  hither,  with  cuta- 
neous eruptions,  f^iyifula,  and  ghndular  fwellings ;  thefe 
ind  much  more  benefit  from  the  fea- water  and'  bathing  in 
Ae  fea,  than  from  the  mineral-  water ;  but  they  mud  drink 
out  of  the  Wihe  Wtll,  whatever  their  difordfer  may  be. 

Ht  Laing  has  recommended  the  Peterhead  water  for  the 
fcrofula,  from  its'allinity  to  muriattdlarytei.  I  have  not 
&en  any  efiefits  from,  that  medicine,  which  Ihould  induce 
me  to  give  the  mineral  water  a  preference  to  fea* wafer  and 
ikthing  in  the  fea.  Indeed,  X  know  no  difcafe,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  which  one  can  fpeak  with  leG  confidence,  of*  the 
cffeAs  of  medicine,  it  is  fp  fluduating  in  its  appearance,,  and 
the  alterations,  that  appear  in  the  patient,  depend  fo  much 
on  the  different  feafons  of  the  year,  peculiarities  of  age,  and 
conftitution,  that  what  is  n^erely  the  eflbrts  of  nature,  i^ 
frequently  attributed,  to  a  medicine,  which  may  be  in 
vogue,  or  niay  fervc  a-prefent  intereft. 

Goeat  exertions  have  been  made  for  the  accommodatioa 
•f  Che  genteel  company  who  relbrt  hither  on  account  of 

their 
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their  health,  and  perfons  of  ^ytrj  kind  may  find  cod* 
Tenient  lodgings.  Two  cold  baths,  a  room  where  the  com- 
pany may  aiTemble  to  drink  tlie  water,  a  large  room  for 
dancing,  a  billiard-room,  and  other  accommodations,  have 
been  built  by  the  fociety  of  Free  Mafoos,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Keith  Lodge,  immediately  contiguous  to  the 
well,  which  was  ereded  about  30  years  ago.  They  are  ai 
prefent  employed  in  adding  to  the  lodge  an  hotel,  with  a 
large  fuite  of  bed -rooms,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  wa- 
ter-drinkers }  and  which^  by  being  feparated  from  the  New 
Inn  only  by  the  high-road,  and  immediately  oppofite  to 
it,  will  be  found  extremely  convenient,  and,  it  is  hoped» 
agreeable  to  the  con^pany  who  refort  to  this  plape. 

The  New  Inn  was  originally  built  by  the  late  Earl  of 
£rrol,  from  a  defire  to  promote  the  intereft  of  this  town, 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  water-drinkers.  A  great 
number  of  houfes,  where  elegant  lodgings  may  be  found^ 
have  been  ereded  by  many  of  the  inhabitants,  merely  with 
a  view  to  accommodate  ftrangers.  There  is  "ooly  wanting 
a  warm  bath,  and  a  bathing  machine  on  the  fea-beach. 

The  company  deferve  every  encouragement,  as  the  mcM 
ney  left  by  them  in  fummer  is  very  conCderable. 

Jtf/Wi/rf  J.— Were  a  perfon,  who  had  /elided  in  Peter- 
head about  30  years  ago,  to  come  here  for  the  firft  time 
iince  that  period,  he  would  be  very  much  furprifed  with 
the  prefent  appearance  of  the  town,  both  as  to  its  fize,  and 
the  improvement  in  the  fiyle  of  building.  Several  acres 
which  were  under  the  plough,  contiguous  to  the  principal 
ftreety  have  been  feued,  and  are  now  decorated  with  fome 
of  the  bed  ftreets  and  houfes  in  town.  One  acre,  which 
at  that  period  yielded  from  L.  i  to  L.  7,  xos.  Stirling  of 
rent,  would  now  produce  nearly  L.  150  Steiling  for  houfe->> 
r^nt. 

Thirty 
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Thirty  years  ago,  peat-ftacks  and  dunghills  ftood  on  the 
principal  ftreets  in  front  of  the  houfes ;  thefe  nuifances  aro 
now  removed,  and  it  is  allowed  bjitrangers  to  be  as*  clean 
and  neat  in  its  appearance  as  any  town  in  Scotland. 

The  houfes  are  not  magnificent,  but  they  are  cornmo* 
dious  and  elegant,  and  are  built  of  the  fined  granite,  which 
is  drefled  fo  as  to  have  a  mod  agreeable  appearance,  and 
remains  long  without  being  fuUied  by  the  weather. 

Near  the  head  of  the  principal  ftreet,  where  the  tolbooth 
formerly  ftood,  is  an  elegant  townhoufe,  60  feet  long  and 
40  feet  wide,  with  a  fpire,  which  is  no  feet  from  the 
threihold  to  the  ball ;  within  the  fpire  there  is  an  excellent 
bell  and  a  very  fine  clock.  This  houfe  has  coft  L.  1600, 
and  before  being  finifhed,  will  coft  L.  1000  Sterling. 

f'Fflf^.— There  is  np  foft  water  in  the  town.  This  is 
inconvenient  for  the  purpofes  of  wafhing^  and  deprives  the 
inhabitants  of  one  great  luxury,  the  pleafure  of  drinking 
pure  fpring  water,  and  this  circumftance  is  peculiarly  dif* 
agreeable  to  ftrangers. 

The  water  within  the  town  is  feldom  ufed  for  tea ;  wa- 
ter for  that  purpofe  is  brought  from  a  well  about  ^o  yards 
eaftwards  from  the  manfe,  where  there  is  a  ciftern  which 
was  formerly  open,  and  where  people  employed  to  carry 
the  water  dipped  their  ankers  very  freely,  without  much 
Mention  to  cleannefs.  That  nuilance  is  now  removed; 
the* ciftern  a  few  years  ago  was  covered  ;  the  Water  taken 
from  this  well  is  not  foft,  but  it  is  pleafant  to  the  tafte, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  extrafi  the  tafte  and  flavour  of  tea  bet- 
ter than  water  that  is  mbch  fofter.  It  has  for  time  im* 
jnemorial  been  called  the  Tea  Well,  and  many  people 
fobfift  entirely  by  carrying  water  from  it  to  the  town. 

The  water  in  the  town,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it, 
is  found  from  a  long  experience  to  be  well  calculated  for 
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nakijog  beer  of  a  faperior  qoalitj  tp  what  is  produced  Aon 
tl^  beft  water  in  other  places.  This  town  was  once  £uqoq9 
fat  having  ale  of  an  excellent  fualit/^  and  it  was  then  tp 
be  found  in  mo&  houfes.  Formerly  confidcrable  q^«p»irifff 
.of  beer  were  exported  from  Peterhead^  and  the/  are  aKve 
fti  this  town,  who  have  ieeo  £gps  upon  tarerns  in  Edia* 
J^urght  '*  Peterhead  beer  and  ale  to  be  £bld."  Thefe  is 
ftiU  ale  to  be  found  in  this  town  in  manj  private  houle^ 
which  fupports  its  former  charaAer;  but  at  pre&nt  the 
faff^j  is  moftly  from  a  brewery  in  the  neighUburhood^  not 
in  this  pariih»  and  t)v o  (mailer  ones  in  the  town,  and  from 
which  the  inhabi^nts  frequently  get  ale  of  a  very  good 
<}uality»  It  mnfl  appear  likewife  extraordinary,  but  from 
whatever  canfe  it  may  proceed,  nothing  is  more  certain, 
than  that  the  wheaten  bread  of  this  town  is  of  a  very  fuperior 
quality  to  that  in  moft  other  places ;  flraagets,  of  whom 
^bere  are  great  numbers  here  in  fummer,  all  take  notice  rf 
it ;  and  I  have  feen  matiy  peopk  who  have  been  in  moft 
towns  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  Who  declare  they  never 
faw  better  bread  in  the  courfe  of  their  travels.  Shall  this 
Jbe  attributed  likewife  to  the  water  ?  or  the  air  of  the  town? 
Many  perfoas  who  have  been  accuftomed  for  a  fliort  time 
to  eat  the  bread  of  ifaifi  town,  have  £ent  for  it  from  the  di- 
iljince  of  upward^  of  30  miles* 

TTrade  and  Shipping. ^^1\}\s  town  has  for  a  long  time 
been  a  place  of  fome  trade  \  and  at  a  diftant  period,  (hips 
have  failed  from  this  to  the  Baltic,  Mediterranean  feas,  and 
America.  From  the  teftimony  of  a  very  refpefiaUe  in- 
habitant, a  few  days  ago,  aged  9a,  who  is  very  diftinA  in 
her  recolleAion,  I  am  informed,  in  1720  there  were  only 
three  (hips  which  failed  from  this  place.  By  the  fame 
^rfon,  though  this  may  not  be  the  proper  place  to  men- 
tion it,  I  am  ioformedy  that  beSore  the  year  X745»  all  the 
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l^otattoes  brought  to  this  towii  were  imported  from  Irekod ; 
that  in  that  year  fome  were  brought  from  Strichen*  about  14 
or  15  miles  from  this  place,  probably  from  Lord  Stricheu's 
farm  ;  that  60  jears  tfgo  there  were  no  carts  in  the  town 
6r  pariih. 

From  an  anonjoitms  maniHcript,  which  appears  to  de- 
ferve  fome  regard,  I  fitid  there  were  only  fix  (hips  belong- 
ing to  this  town  in  1737.  At  prefent  there  are  26^  and 
2  ready  to  be  launched.  Some  are  employed  in  the  fo 
*  reign,  this  greateft  part  in  the  coafiing  trade.  The  (hips 
are  from  40  to  200  tons,  and  will  amouot  nearly  ta  3000 
tons  dead  weight.  Thb  is  mofe  than  double  the  (hipping 
of  Banff,  a  royal  burgh,  the  metropolis  of  that  county,  and 
a  town  of  great  opulefrce. 

It  is  only  of  }at(5  that  the  trade  of  this  town  has  been 
in  a  proper  channel,  and  any  attention  beftowed  on  fi(hiugs 
and  maniffadures.  Mudi  remains  flill  to  be  done ;  but 
from  the  exertions  th^t  have  been  made,  and  ftiH  continue 
with  increaiing  ardour,  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  will  foon  be 
the  moft  thriving  town  in  the  north  of  Scotland. 

Formery  there  was  too  much  conneicion  with  an  illicit 
trade  from  Gottenburgh  and  Holland,  that  has  now  almoft 
eeafed; 

The  fiifa  on  this  coaft  are  all  caught  by  boats.  I  have 
often  been  furprifed  attempts  are  not  made  to  carry  on  this 
bufinels  with  (hips,  as  the  Dutch  fifli  on  this  coaft  every 
(iimnier.  Ships  are  fent  every  feafon  ;  and  I  believe,  du* 
ting  the  greateft  part  of  the  year  from  London,  who  fupply 
the  market  there  with  live  cod  and  iht  fi(h,  which  they 
catcb  in  the  Pentland  frith,  in  that  neighbourhood,  or  on 
this  coaft.  There  are  two,  fometimes  three  vefiels,  fent  to 
fi(h  at  Barrahead  ;  they  carry  out  x6  fiftiermen  each,  and 
the  average  cargoes  of  each  ve(rel  are  from  12  to  14  tons  df 
dried  cod  and  ling,  befides  the  oil  from  fun-fiih  which  they 
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;  catchy  which  is  fometimes  coofiderablc.  The  cod4UL  tf 
generally  fent  to  the  Mediterraaeao,  and  foe  20  years  back' 
wards  has  been  thought  a  good  trade. 

Some  years  ago  there  were  two  veflcls  lent  to  Iceland 
from  thb  place  to  fi[h  for  cod  ;  but  after  a  trial  for  feveral 
yeaxa,  (he  trade  was  dropped.  The  like  number  of  veflebr 
was  fent  to  the  herring-fifliery,  which  in  general  was  not 
thought  a  profitable  trade. 

There  is  one  {hip  fcrnt  to  the  Greenland  fifhing*  whidt 
mufters  36  men  ;  (he  has  hitherto  been  rather  nnfiicce&fal^ 
it  is  hoped,  however^  the  company  concerned  with  the  ihip 
will  ftill  continue  the  trade,  as  the  fituation  of  thb  place  k 
certainly  favourable  for  an  enterprife  of  this  kind. 

The  principal  attention  at  prefent  is  beftowed  on  raasa- 
faduresi  in  which  many  different  companies  are  concerned. 
This  was  introduced  only  in  1764,  by  two  young  ladies  of 
.the  name  of  Parky  who  began  the  manu&dure  of  white 
threads  on  a  fmall  fcale ;  and  when  it  was  commenced, 
there  was  no  yarn  could  be  fpun  in  the  town  above  four 
hankr.  The  fpinftcrs  were  foon  brought  to  fpin  from  eight 
to  ten  hanks.  The  Mifs  Parks  were  fo  attentive  to  the  bo* 
•finelsy  and  fo  honeft  in  their  dealings,  that  their  threads 
were  as  much  efteemed  as  any  in  the  kingdom.  They  ex- 
tended their-bleachfield,  and  were  always  certain  of  a  ready 
lale  for  any  quantity  they  manufaftured.  They  have  re- 
tired a  few  years  ago  from  buiinels. 

There  are  now  in  thejpariih  and  neighbourhood*  widi 
which  the  merchants  here  are  connefied,  five  bleachfieldsr 
where  threads  of  an  excellent  quality  are  manufadured. 

A  woollen-cloth  manufafhire  has  been  efiabliihed.fora 
confiderable  time,  and  another  for  cotton  for  feveral  yeais« 

A  ^t  manufafture  has  lately  been  efiablilhed  here  \  like- 
wile  a  nail  and  tin  manu&fturei  both  in  their  infancy,  but 
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mVR,  probably  foon  increafe,  as  there  is  9  greater  demand 
for  thefe  articles  than  the  company  can  find  haAds  to  fiir- 
niflu 

A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  difiiUery  for  whifflcy,  whidl 
was  permitted  to  be  reftifiedi  there  was  a  very  good  imi- 
tation of  gin,  brandy,  cinnamon  watqr,  and  other  foreign 
fpirits.  The  whifky  and  cinnamon  water  were  excellent. 
The  late  aA  of  Parliament  put  a  flop  to  this  didillery.  A 
few  months  ago  it  was  in  contemplation  to  make  bricks 
and  tiles  \  the  clay  on  the  piece  of  ground  pitched  upon 
for  that  purpofe  was  not  of  fufficient  depth.  This  manu« 
fafiure  is  much  wanted,  and  probably  will  foon  take  place 
in  fome  other  part  of  the  parifh.  A  tannery  is  inflantly 
to  be  eftabliflied. 

The  town  is  excellently  fupplied  with  tradefmen  of  all 
kinds,  particularly  wrights  and  mafons,  many  of  whom 
are  not  only  fit  to  perform  tlie  operative  part  of  their  bufi- 
Jieisy  but  qualified  to  give  and  execute  plans  of  houfes,  and 
are  employed  for  that  purpofe,  not  only  in  the  town,  but 
in  many  places  in  the  country  at  a  confider^ble  diOance. 

All  kinds  of  houfehold-fumiture  are  made  in  the  neateft 
and  mod  fubftantial  manner.  There  is  one  turner,  who 
employs  two  or  three  hands  befides  himfelf ;  he  is  a  very 
ingenious  young  man,  and  turns  a  variety  of  articles  fo 
neatly,  that  his  (hop  is  reforted  to  by  mod  ftrangers  who 
frequent  this  town,  and  his  goods  are  commiflloned  from 
many  places  at  a  diftance. 

There  is  frequent  intercourfe  betwixt  this  place  and  Nor- 
way and  the  Baltic.  The  coal-trade  is  carried  oa  prett/ 
fariikly.  A  great  quantity  of  goods  is  imported  from  Lon- 
don, fuch  as  porter,  hops,  flour,  fugar,  tea,  fruit,  fpiceries, 
Ifc.  which  not  only  fupply  the  town,  but  a  large  diftrift 
of  country. — A  great  part  of  this  trade  formerly  be- 
l<»ij;ed  to  fraftrlurgh^  a  imall  town  about  z^  miles  from 
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this,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Moray  frith ;  it  has  now  taken 
a  difierent  channel,  and  confiderablc  quantities  of  goods  an 
craofported  by  carrien  to  Fralerbvirgh,  and  the  nrighboor- 
hood  of  that  town. 

The  trade  with  London  is  moMj  carried  on  bj  fliips  be- 
longing to  a  pompanj  at  Banff,  who  have  a  few  fhips  con- 
fiantlj  employed  in  bringing  goods  from  London  to  Peter* 
liead,  Fraferburgh,  and  Banff.  There  is  generally  one  of 
thefe  traders  here  every  two  or  three  weeks*  I  am  glad  to 
find  the  merchants  in  this  town  are  to  employ  their  own 
{hips  in  this  trade.  There  is  a  very  great  value  of  eggs, 
butter,  cheefe,  fometimes  of  beef  and  pork,  exported  from 
this  port  to  London. 

A  great  quantity  of  vidual  is  exported  from  this  bar- 
bour,  and  purchafed  moftly  by  merchants  in  this  place, 
partly  on  commiiEon,  and  partly  on  fpeculation. 

There  are  many  articles  from  the  Carron  Company 
brought  hither ;  likewife  from  the  manufaOoring  towns  of 
Manchefter,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  and  Birmingham.  Gpods  to 
a  confiderable  amouot  are  imported  from  Sunderland, 
Newcaftlc,  Hull,  Leith,  Glafgow,  Aberdeen,  Wc;  and 
by  a  lift  I  have  feen  from  the  waiter  pf  the  principal 
|nn  here,  I  find  the  number  of  riders  and  merchants  on 
bufinefs,  who  lodged  there  from  the  i6th  of  May  1793  to 
^e  i6th  of  May  1794,  was  153.  A  ftate  of  the  trade 
and  manufaAures  in  this  town  will  be  beft  known,  by  ex- 
hibiting as  accurate  an  account  of  the  imports  and  exports 
as  can  be  obtained. 


Import^ 


qf  Peterhead. 


^n. 


Imports  of  tie  following  goods  for  tb$  years  under  mtntkned. 


From  NoY.  15.  1792  to  ditto  1793  ar* 
rived  in  this  port  5 1 8  vefTcls,  4 1  ^  q1 
which  were  ftrtngen;  from  Nov 
25*  1793  to  dicto  I7P4  arrived  m 
thii  port  471  YfHels,  460  of  wbich 
.were  ftraogers* 

»  ■  ■■■...       ■  ■ 

From  Nov.  25.  1789  to  Nov.  25,  1:790 
From  diuo  1790  to  dicto  1791. 
From  ditto  1791  to  ditto  379^* 
From  ditto  179110  ditto  1753. 
From    ditto      IJ93  to    ditto      i7j>4 

ATtrage  of  five  years  10  money, 
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Prior  to  1792,  there  was  an  annual  importation  of  iron 
from  Sweden  of  about  30  tons ;  fince  that  time  it  has  been 
brought  coaft wajs  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen,  and  the  quan- 
tity is  fuppofed  nearly  the  fame. 

Tiles,  bricks,  and  flates  are  imported,  fuppofed  to  the  va- 
lue of  L.  6co  Sterling  each  year. 

From  the  variety  of  packages,  and  incorred  manner  of 
clearing  out  bale  goods  at  the  Cuftomhoufe,  it  is  impoffibk 
to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  goods  under  that  denomination; 
but  from  Leeds,  Manchefter,  Birmingham,  Carron,  Glaf- 
gow,  \ic»  they  may  be  eftimated  at  L*  6coo  Sterling  an- 
nually. The  grofs  amount  in  value  of  goods  brought  hither 
from  London,  in  groceries,  teas,  hops,  flour,  grais-feeds» 
porter,  and  many  other  neceflaries  and  luxuries  of  life  for 
tbefe  three  laft  years,  is  fuppofed  to  be  L.  jLa,ooo  each 
year. 

It  b  fuppofed  there  is  not  le(s  than  9000  lb.  of  tea  im- 
ported. 

From  20  to  24  pipes  of  red  Port  and  white  wine  are  im- 
ported by  way  of  Leith ;  22  pipes,  at  L.  50  Sterling  each 
pipe,  L.  iioo  Sterling. 

Some 
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Some  claret  and  Madeira  are  imported^  but  of  Aefe  tb« 
tfaantity  b  not  confiderable. 

From  ID  to  12  puncheons  of  tuniy  bought  at  Leith,  Glaf* 
fow,  and  Greenock*  arc  imported  berct  whidi  coft  about 
L.  600  Sterling.  The  value  for  any  other  {brt  of  foreiga 
fpirits  is  not  confiderabk,  excepting  what  {s  fmnggled, 
which  is  not  known. 

Hie  quantity  of  Bridfli  fpiritS  fold  here  is  from  4000  to 
5000  gallons;  at4S./er  gallon,  L.900  Sterling;  tlus  i&« 
chides  whilkjt  and  all  forts  of  Britilh  made  fpirits. 

From  8qo  to  900  keg$  of  fpnice  beer  are  imported  from 
J)anizici ;  alfo  a  confiderable  quantity  of  aihes,  honey, 
VQjpes,  Ifc.  fuppofed  to  be  L.  1500  Sterling. 

From  L.  aoo  to  L.  300  Sterling  value  in  clover  and  flax- 
fised  has  been  annually  imported  from  Rotterdam  for  fome 
years  paft* 

f  Ar/orfi.<— I  have  formerly  mentionedi  that  there  are 
about  50  tons  of  ielp  made  00  the  fliores  of  this  parifli ; 
from  400  to  600  barrebof  cod  caught  here,  ialted,  and  fent 
to  the  London  market  ^  from  20  to  30  tons  of  dried  cod 
and  ling,  caught  at  the  Hebrides^  exported  from  this  place, 
and  generally  fent  to  Barcelona  \  about  400  barrels  caught 
in  the  Highlands^  are  annually  exported  from  this  harbour. 
About  50  barrels  of  falted  falmon  caught  in  the  Ugie  mud 
.be. included  in  the  exports.  About  1000  bolb  of  potatoes 
raifed  in  the  parifli,  and  moflly  on  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
town,  are  fent  each  year  either  to  Norway  or  England. 
From  600  to  800  tons  of  ieri  and  carriage-way  ftones  are 
annually  fent  to  London,  Lynn,  and  other  places,  and  are 
generally  ibid  here  at  13  s.  per  ton. 


Efforts 


of  Peterbeadn 


^H 


Mxpafii  of  Afferent  Speciis  of  Orain  the  foUmmmg  Tion 
from  tbi  Harbour  ofFtttrbtad. 


Ifieans  and 
Ipeifc. 


From  Nov.  a 5.  178^^0  Nov.  15.  i7po, 
F^om  ditto  17^  to  din6  1791, 
From  ditto  1791  to  ditto  17921 
From  ditto  1791  to  ditto  Z7931 
From     ditto      Z79J  to    ditto      1794, 

Total  for  five  yean^ 

Average  of  the  laft  fire  ye«n, 

Arerage  of  the  value  of  the  above  for 
thelaft  ^e  years*  peafc  148.  bear 
z5s.  oa.ts  lis.  6d^  and  meal  t2S. 6d. 


BoiU. 
418 

30 


•186 


Bear.    Oats.    Meftl. 


BoUs. 
1941 
1178 

893 
1281 

S7» 


919     5867 


"73 


L.  130IL.  938 


BolU. 

310 
1249 
1414 

339 

5^5 


77X 


L.  482 


Bolls. 
"»94S 

6524 

54«^ 


3«57  4d,05>9' 


99 1<^ 


L-57<Sd 


Total  value  of  grain  exported  from  Peterhead  each  jaar,   for  the  laft  ^m^ 
!«''»  .  .  -  .  X..  7310    o    o 

For  two  or  three  years  paft,  from  130  to  140  tons  of 
butter  are  annually  fhipped  at  the  port  of  Peterhead,  which 
is  all  made  and  cuied  within  th«  fpace  of  from  15  to  x8 
miles  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Peterhead.  This  is  now 
xnoftly  fenc  to  the  London  market ;  formerly  all  the  butter 
from  this  corner  was  fent  to  the  different  ports  in  the  frith 
of  Forth ;  part  is  iltU  fent  thither.  For  fome  yeax^  paft  the 
butter  has  fold  from  L.  5$  to  L.  60  Sterling  ptr  ton  \  on  an 
average  L.  58,  135  tons  would  be  L.  7830  Sterling,  From 
160  to  x8o  tons  cheefe  arc  annually  (hipped  ;  they  all  go 
to  the  different  pprts  fonth  from  Aberdeen  to  Berwick  and 
fell  from  L.  17  to  L.  ao  Sterling/^  ton.  On  an  average 
170  tons,  at  L.  18,  10 •.  will  be  L.  3145  Sterling*.     Of 

late 

•  The  quantity  of  hotter  and  cheefe  exported  is  by  fome  p^rfoni  rec- 
koned high.  I  bate  reafon,  however,  to  think  it  is  accurate,  as  I  have  my 
information  from  Mr  John  Scllar.  a  principal  merchant  in  this  town,  who 
ia  well  arquaioted  with  this  branch  of  trade,  and  aflures  me,  he  himfcif 
«^orU  mere  than  one  \^i  of  what  it  ftated  in  the  eftimite. 
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Itte  yean  a  good  deal  ^f  beef  add  pork  has  been  fimt  to  ditf 
London  market*  and  anfwera  very  well. 

About  60  boxes  of  eggs,  each  box  containing  150  doaen* 
and  fuppofed  to  be  worth  at  London  L.  400  Sterling  in  al], 
exported  annually  from  this  town. 

Jlfam;^^jvrci.— There  are  51  twift-mills  in  the  town  of  Pe- 
terhead, employing  conflantly  334  people  in  doubling,  twifi- 
ing,  and  making  up  threads,  and  will  maau£Eidure  104,000 
fpmdlet  of  yam  \  this  will  employ  800  fpinners,  who  will 
tarn  a  s.  6  d.  per  week  each.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe 
threads  are  bleached,  and  made  from  Dutch  flax,  a  confide- 
rable  quantity  of  the  yams  are  bought  at  Banff,  Huntly, 

'  Keith,  lie.  The  threads  are  fent  to  the  London  market  \ 
and  when  manufaAured,  will  fell  for  about  L.  20,000  Ster- 
ling* Women*fenrants  employed  in  doubling,  will  earn 
from  a  s«  6  d*  to  4  s.  per  week ;  men  fervants  employed  in 
heckling,  twitting,  Vc.  will  earn  fit>m  5s^  to  8  s.  ^ 
week. 

The  perlbns  concerned  in  this  trade  are  as  follow : 

J.  Arbuthnot,  Scoct;  St  G«.  iS  niUt,  inploftiig  117  fervtats,  &  3^,000  tfM. 


J.  fiurd  Sc  Co. 

15  ditto. 

ditto 

99 

ditto. 

d^  30,000 

C.  Cum  mine  fc  Co. 

S  ditto, 

ditto 

5» 

dittob 

Sc  16,000 

J.  Robb  St  Co. 

6  ditto. 

ditto 

39 

ditto, 

&  13,000 

Alex.  Johnlfcon  tnd  Son, 

4  ditto. 

ditto 

27 

ditto. 

tL     8o3o 

Akz.  Booth. 

I  ditto, 

looo 

Total, 

5« 

334 

104,000  fpind 

This  manufadure  is  rapidly  increafing,  and  one  company 
B  inftantly  goitig  to  add  fix  twift-milh  to  thofe  already 
employed.  The  ootton-doth  manufadure  lately  eftablilhed 
by  Meflrs  J.  Arbuthnot,  Grant,  and  Company,  employs 
30  weavers.  This  company  fplns  their  own  cotton  upon 
four  Jennys  ^  their  goods.  When  manufa£lured  into  cheques, 
napkins,  and  winfeys,  are  fiippolal  to  feU  for  L.  35,000 

^Sterlin^ 
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Sterling  annoallj.  The  woollen-cloth  manu£ia£ture  carried 
on  bj  the  MeiTrs  Arbuthnots,  Dalgarno,  and  Companj 
employs  fix  weavers,  and  one  fpinning  jenny  for'  clothings 
or  big  wheel  yam.  Their  cloth  confifts  o^Jluffsy  fey s^  far'* 
ges^  mankies^  duffles^  and  it  is  thought  will  fell  for  about 
L.  1800  Sterling  per  annum. 

The  Meflrs  Kilgours  at  Kinmundie,  in  the  parifh  of  Long- 
fide*  employ  in  this  town  and  parifli  16  women  fpinners* 
and  6  weavers,  whole  work  will  amount,  when  manufac- 
tured, to  L.  6qo  Sterling  each  year. 

They  bring  their  wool  from  Northumberland^  and  chiefly 
fleece-wool.  All  the  fervants  employed  in  the  above  ma« 
nofaftures  are  fuppdfed  to  be  conftantly  employed ;  but  as 
many  of  them  have  families,  and  others  work  to  private, 
cuftomers,  there  is  at  leaft  one-third  more  engaged  in  the 
different  branches  of  manufaAure  than  dated  in  the  above 
accent. 

Meflrs,  Gordon,  Baron,  and  Company  at  Aberdeen,  em- 
ploy in  the  town  and  pariih  of  Peterhead,  in  the  cotton* 
fiianufadnre,  30  weavers,  who,  with  hands  neceflary  for 
filling  their  pirns,  will  gain  annually  L.  715  Sterling.  The 
value  of  this  cloth  when  manufadured  will  amount  to 
L.  4300  Sterling. 

TThe  tin-plate  manofiiiflure,  jufl  in  its  infancy,  carried  on 
by  one  hand,  amounts  to  about  L.  100  Sterling. 

The  amount  of  the  nail-fnanufa&ure,  which  at  prefent 
only  employs  about  eight  hands,  is  L.  400  Sterling. 

The  falt-manufadure,  which  only  commenced  about 
twelve  months  ago,  with  one  pan,  makes,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
year,  4000  bufliels  of  fait,  which,  at  4  s.  /^r  bufliel,  amounts 
to  L.  800  Sterlingi 

The  work  finiflied  by  two  fliip-builder<?,  and  two  boat- 
carpenters,  who  employ  a  confiderable  number  of  hands,  in 
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the  courfe  of  a  jear,  it  is  iappQ&d  will  amonnt  to  L.  X2ca 
,  Sterling. 

It  is  but  fair  to  mentioii»  that  feveral  gentlemen  in  this- 
town  have  connexions  in  trade,  that  cannot  be  faid  to  be- 
long properly  to  this  -place,  paiticolarlj  Meflrs  James  and 
Thomas  Arbuthnots,  who  are  concerned  in  the  mannfac* 
tiire  of  kelp,  and  in  the  falmon-fi(hing,.  to  a  very  large  ex* 
tent  in  dil&rent  parts  of  the  kingdom  *,  and  are  i&ewife 
concerned  as  (hip-owners  \  and  the  Meflrs  Hochinfons,  and 
other  merchants,  who  employ  a  number  of  flups,  their  own 
property,  of  great  value,  in  carrying  goods  to  merchants  in. 
different  places,  fome  at  a  very  remote  idiQance ;  befides 
fon>e  others,. that  have  confiderabk  traoia&ions^that  cannot 

pn^iijr 


*  The  Meflrs  Arbuthnots  were  early  promoters  of  the  filhiof  s  and  i 
nufaL^ures  jn  this  place,  and  are  ftill  coonedtcd  with  them ;  thej  ar« 
like  wife  tackfmen  of  the  falmoa-fifiiing  on  Ugie.  The  Meflrs  Hutckin- 
foBs  are  likewife  conneAed  with  the  fifliings,  and  other  branches  of  trade 
belong tng  to  this  town.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  fiflihigB  htTe  not  been 
extended  farther.  The  lobder-fifliiiig,  from  Petftrhead  to  the  PesitlaaiA' 
frith,  is  an  objedl  of  confiderable  importance,  and  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  Englifh  merchants  forthefe  laft  30  years.  The  fiiliers  in  the  town  of 
PleterhMd  as«  fo  well  acqmunted  with  the  method  of  taking  ^em,  that- 
many  of  them  are  employed  in  different  parts  of  the  Moray  frith  bj  afents 
fettled  in  Peterhead  by  diiferent  companies  in  England.  There  are  vafk^ 
varieties  of  flat  fifh  on  this  coaft,  or  at  no  great  diftance  from  this  pLaoe, 
which  might  be  caught  with  a  trail  n^t,  which  has  nerer  been  attempted. 
Herring  are  frequently  on  the  coaft;  but  a  boat'or  (hip  never  was  Tent  in 
fearch  of  them.  The  Dntch  catch  them  evtry  fommer,  as  well  »  cod. 
Ships  paTs  every  week  from  the  Pentlaod  frith  with  live  cod«  and  flat  fifb« 
for  the  London  market.  Great  qoantities  of  large  ling  and  cod  might  be 
caught  here,  and  dried  on  the  rocks,  befides  what  are  taken  by  the  fiilkers 
«f  Boddom  in  boats. 

There  is  ftill  room  for  improvements  in  the.  manner  of  catching  fiOi^ 
In  the  Mediterranean,  fi(h  are  caught  in  nets  with  flambeaux  in  the  niglkt 
time.  In  the  rivers  in  Scotland  it  has  lon^  been  a  practice  to  kill 
falfflon  and  trouts  with  lighted  torches  in  the  darkncfs  of  the  nighu  Ix 
has  'often  been  fuggefled  to  make  [trial  of  this  method  with  iUmoa  at 
fea»  b«t  it  has  never  been  attempted. 
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propcrlj  be  placed  to  the  trade  of  this  place,  particnlarlj 
one  of  the  name  of  Findlateri  who  deals  verj  extenfivelj, 
both  in  the  foreign  and  doxneftic  trade ;  two  years  ago  tra- 
velled from  Peteriburgh  to  Mofoow,  and  this  year  intends 
being  at  Conftantinoplt. 

Fairs.'^n  the  (own  there  is  a  weekly  market  on  Fri- 
day ;  and  two  annual  fairs,  one  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
the  other  in  November. 

Tav^nu.-— There  are  30  tarems  in'  the  pariih,  all  in  the 
taWB,  excepting  two  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli,  and 
thefe  are  in  the  fea-town  of  fioddom. 

S&ofis. — There  are  about  35  (hops  in  the  town  ;  of  thefe, 
there  are  20  dealers  in  tea,  and  18  dealers  in  fpirits. 

FkJh'tnarkH* — Prior  to  1792,  in  the  flelh-market  250 
oxeo  and  cows  were  kill^  each  year,  600  Iheep,  and  6o 
fwine,  befides  calves,  which  were  numerous.  For  thefe 
J  aft  two  year^  there  is  above  one-fourth  of  an  increafe  in 
thefe  different  articles  ;  but  the  precLCe  number  of  each  can- 
not be  afcertained. 

Rxcife  and  Cufloms,^^\it  duties  for  excife  for  ale  and 
malt  lafi  year  were  L.  273  Sterling.  Duties  on  licenfes  for 
fpirits,  teas,  tobacco,  wine,  Mc.  were  L.  176  Sterling. 
Frooi  the  jtb  of  January  1792  to  the  jth  of.  January  1793, 
the  amount  of  the  duties  on  cuftoms  paid  fpr  goods  im* 
ported  from  foreign  parts  was  Ln  557  :  5  :  9  Sterling. 

Fofi-offici^'^Thert  is  a  pod -office  here,  which  remitted 
to  the  General  Poft-oiSce  lad  year  of  poftages,  free  of  all 
CYpeaceS;  L.28o  Sterling;  6  ^pars  ago  L.  119,  and  xa 

j^eari 
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years  ago  L.  60  Sterling.     There  are  at  prefent  6  pofts  \  ia 
^  few  days  there  will  be  7  pofb,  or  runners,  every  week* 

fiank  ^m/j.— -There  are  two  agents  in  this  town  for 
the  two  banks  at  Aberdeen  ;  and  befides  what  tranfafiians 
may  be  made  for  other  banks,  it  is  fuppofed  tbefe  two 
agents  do  bufineisy  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  to  the  extent 
at  leaft  of  L.  120,000  Sterling  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  fiid  the 
credit  of  this  place  is  much  refpeded,  not  only  from  its  opa- 
lence,  but  the  faimefs  of  the  tranfadions  of  the  inhabitants. 
A  bankruptcy  is  a  very  rare  occurrence  in  this  town ;  and 
when  it  does  happen,  the  lob  fufiained  by  creditors  is  not 
^ry  confiderable. 

Charity  Funds  in  Ptierhuui. 

Merchants  box,  annual  coUedions  of  the  members,  and  in- 
tereft  of  money,  -  .  L.  90     o    Q 

Free-mafon^s  box  of  Keith  Lodge,  from  the 
company  reforting  to  the  well,  at  an  ave- 
rage, •  •  L.  40    o    o 

Rent  of  billiard-table,  •  10     o     o 

Yearly  contribution  from  90  mem- 
bers, I  s.  each,  •  »  4  10    o 


1^.  54  10  p 

Take  off  intereft  payable,               L.  4  10  o 

Gardener's  fociety,  houfc-rcnts,    L-  27     o  o 
Yearly  contributions  of  144  mem« 

bers,  a  s.  each,        -             -        14    8  o 


50    o    9 


L. 41     8    o 
Take  off  intereft  payable,  580 


36    o    *o 


Carried  forward^  -         L*x70    o    c 
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Brought  forward,        •  L.  170    o    9 

Trades  iibcicty,  booiie-reiitSy          L.  31  7     o 
Yearly  contribnUoos  of  105  mem- 

bers^  2  s.  each,              -                10  10    o 


L.  41  17     o 
Take  off  an  annuity  of  one  life,         14     o     o 

Weaver's  fociety,  houfe-rents,      L.  23     o     o 
Annual  contributions  of  xo8  mem- 
bers, 1 8. 6  d.  each,  *  820 


27  17 


L. 31     2     o 
Take  off  intereft  payable,  xx     2    o 


20    o    e 


Pilots  fbciety,  houie-rents,  and  annnal  contri- 

buttons,  \ic.  above  -  •  20    o    o 

$t  Andrew's  fociety,  commenced  by  a  few 
young  gentlemen  in  the  town,  intereft  of 
money,  -  -  .       L.o  x8    o 

Annual  contributions  of  members,      320 

— — —      400 

Union  fociety,  ani&ual  contributions  of  6  d.  each 

month  of  200  members,  -  -        60    o    c 

Sailor's  fociety,  houfe-rents,  annual  collefiions 

of  the  members,  l^c.  make  a  revenue  of  370    c 

Total,        .        L,344  17    o 

N.  B.  The  farmer  fociety  is  not  reckoned  in  the  above 
account,  though  a  great  many  of  the  members  belong  to 
the  town  and  pariih  \  their  yearly  income  may  be  about 
L.2X  Sterling. 

PriW  £/*  Prov^om*— Provifions  are  much  inefealed  in 
^eir  price.    An  ox,  that  could  have  been  purchafed  30 

years 
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yean  ago  tt  L.  a,  now  cpfls  fiom  L.  5  to  L.  6Sterling( 
eggs  were  at  k  d.  each  iozen,  (hey  are  now  from  4  d.  to 
5  d.  fometimes  6  d.  and  faequeotly  diffiouk  to  be  purdiafed 
at  any  price,  frott  the  briik  demand  for  ihs  Loodoa  mar- 
ket.   Forty  years  ago,  from  the   ift  of  December  to  the 
midcHe  of  March,  no  ttzfk  beef  was  to  be  found,  and  there 
If  as  np  regular  market.     At  that  time  beef  was  fold  from 
xo  d.  to  I  s.  a  d.  Scotch  per  lb.  \  b^ef  now  cods  from  3  d. 
to  44^  d.  Sterling  each  lb.     Tlhirty  years  a^o^  veal  was  ne- 
ver fied;  and  when  expofed  to  (ale,  was  pucchafed  at  6d. 
each  quarter  ;  it  i9  uqw  excellently  fed,  and  fells  from  3  d. 
to  5  d.  each  lb. ;  lamb  ac  the  fame  price,  ibmetimes  6d. 
From  1760  to  1763  mutton  was  ibid  by  the  quarter;  a 
Sutc^er  then  began  to  fell  it  by  weight  at  if  d.  per  lb. 
The  inhabitants  were  nueh  difpleafed  at  him  for  this  in- 
novation, and  railing  the  price.     Mutton  now  fells  from 
0,1  d.  to  3  d.  and  tbirietimes  4  d.  each  lb.    la  1 753,  butter 
fold  at  2\  d.  each  lb.  \  it  now  fells  from  6  A.  to  8  d.     Hens 
30  years  ago  were  fold  from  4  d.  to  5  d.  each  ;  they  now 
fell  from  8  d.  to  10  d. :  ohickens  were  i  d. ;  they  are  now 
fi-om  a  d.  to  3  d.  each.     Haddocks  were  i  d.  each  dozen, 
and  fometimes  only  that  price  each  fcore ;  they  frequently 
now  coil  I  d.  each,  and  if  large,'  a  higher  price.     Lobfters 
were  frequently  purchafed  formerly  for  i  d.  each ;  they  are 
iiow  from  2  d.  to  4  d.     Sucking  pigs,  ao  or  30  years  ago, 
>yer^  only  6  4* ;  Qo.^  they  are  from  3  s.  to  5  s.  Sterliog 
each. 

Number  of  Tirade/men. — Number  of  tradefinen  in  the 
pari(h,  the  grcateft  part  cf  whom  are  in  the  town  : 
Weavers,  40  of  whom  work  with  the  fly-Ihuttle,  only  in- 
troduced here  si  years  ago,  -  -  13a 
Shoemakers,                -                 -                 -  57 

Coopeta 
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Coopers  in  the  town,  wbo^  bcfides  erdinatj  work  for  the 
kihtbitasitSy  make  annually  uoo  Mmon-barreby  2000 
barrels  for  cod  and  herring,  xooo  falmoa-kits»  and  loo 
barrels  for  beef  and  pork,  -  •14 

Tailors,  -  -  •  -  3<5 

Mafonsy  ....  48 

Houfe-carpenters,  (hip  and  lioat-carpenter$i  and  wheel- 
wrights, -  -  -  .110 
Turners,  .  -  .  ,  ^ 
Bakers,  (30  years  ago  only  two  faperannooted),  14 
Blackfmiths,  .  .  .  x6 
Nailers,  ...  8 
Ttnfmith,  «  .  .  1 
Watchmakers,  •  •  .  ^ 
Hecklers,  •  •  •  -  lo 
Dyers,  .  .  •  5 
Slaters,  -  •  .  «  3 
Barbers,  -  •  •  »  j 
Plafierers,  -  -  -  -  5 
Flelhers,  ....  8 
Wool  combers,  ...  ^ 
Houfe*painter,  -  *  •  •  I 
Saddler,  .  .  .  ^ 
(Sardeners,              •                -                •                -        5 

There  b  only  one  gardener  who  manages  his  own  gar- 
den, the  reft  are  employed«in  drefltng  the. gardens  in  Peter* 
head,  or  as  day-labourers,  excepting  one,  who  confines  hb 
attention  to  a  fmall  farm. 

There  never  was  a  bookfeller,  bookbinder,  or  ftationer 
in  this  town,  that  defervcs  to  be  mentioned  i  there  b  one 
{otng  to  fettle  very  foon,  and  to  carry  on  all  thcfe  diflferent 
branches  \  I  fincerely  wilh  he  may  meet  with  encourage^ 
ment. 

•  Review 
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Rmew  qf  Populaiiam.-'^Thcia^  the  popnladQn  of  tfae 
ptrifli  has  already  been  mentioned,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  ftate  the  popolation  of  the  town  of  Peterhead,  and  the 
Taliie  of  property  at  different  periods. 

In  X  j93f  there  were  only  14  feus,  allowing  to  each  fa- 
mily 4,  this  makes  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  that  time 
56.  From  an  anonymous  manufcript,  I  find  in  1727  there 
was  fuppo&d  to  be  in  the  town  abont  230  families,  which, 
Inppofing  it  to  be  accurate,  would  make  the  inhabitants  to 
be  at  that  time  about  900.  In  2764,  they  were  za66  ;  in 
1769,  they  were  1518  i  in  1790,  they  were  2550 ;  and  »t 
pre&nt  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  abont  3000.  Dr  Laing 
cilimates  them  in  1764  at  1500 ;  but  this  is  a  miftake»  as 
that  year  I  vifited  every  family  in  my  pariih,  and  I  am 
confident  no  lift  was  taken  that  year,  or  in  1769,  excepting 
by  myfelf.  IThe  lift  in  1790  was  taken  by  the  managers 
of  the  town,  at  which  I  was  not  prefent :  of  the  accuracyr 
of  it,  however,  I  have  no  doubt.  From  this  ftatement 
it  will  appear  how  rapidly  this  town  has  increaftd  in  po- 
pulation thefe  laft  30  years.  In  a  few  years,  probably  le& 
than  40  years  from  the  time  I  took  the  firft  lift,  I  make  no 
doubt  the  number  of  inhabitants  will  be  trebled. 

F^alui  ofFiUs  at  differnu  Piriods^^Tht  value  of  the  fieos 
and  property  in  the  town  has  ^increafed  very  much  ;  in 
Z593,  from  confidering  the  charter,  each  acre  appears  to 
have  coft  about  L.50  Sterling.  Since  the  Governors  of 
the  Merchant  Maiden  Hofpital  became  proprietors,  the  j 
have  fleued  off  land  at  the  rate  of  16  s.  fer  fall,  and  x  d. 
of  feu  duty  for  every  foot  of  front,  or  at  L.  xiS  Sterling 
per  acre*  Now  they  have  refolved  to  fell  none  under  L.  i^ 
10  s.  per  fall,  or  at  the  rate  of  L.  240  per  acre  ^  with  x  d* 
for  every  foot  of  front  as  feu-duty.  There  are  many  an- 
ilances,  however,  of  much  higher  prices  being  paid  in  Pe- 

twhead^ 
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lerbead ;  ktely  3«4th8  of  an  acre  were  purchafed  for  L  90, 
and  in  two  years  afterwards  were  fold  for  L.  aoo  Sterling. 
A  fite  for  a  boofe,  confiding  only  of  five  fiills  and  five  ells, 
fold  for  L.  37  Sterling  a  few  months  ago ;  that  is,  nearly  at 
the  rate  .of  L.XZ50  per  acre*  Abont  20  years  ago,  the 
Governors  aiked  L. I jp  for  one  acre;  a  gentleman  only 
offered  L.  145  ;  on  this  acre  houfes  to  a  great  value  are  now 
ereded;  but  were  there  no  houfes,  it  would  probably  fetcb 
eight  times  the  money  that  was  formerly  aiked  for  it.  An- 
other acre,  about  30  years  ago,  was  purchafed  for  L.  xao, 
one  fourth  part  of  which  would  at  prefent  fetch  from  L.  400 
to  lu  500  Stedbg.  There  are  fome  particular  fituations, 
where  L«  xoo  would  be  obtained  for  a  fite  forahoufe,  with 
very  little  back  ground. 

Within  thefe  few  years  more  houfes  have  4ieen  built 
than  at  any  former  period  in  the  fame  (pace  of  time ;  lately 
four  new  llreets  were  opened,  on  which  a  number  of  houfes 
are  already  built,  and  feus  daily  giving  off.  Within  thefe 
laft  two  years,  in  the  courfe  of  12  months,  I  am  informed 
L.  4000  Sterling  have  been  expended  on  building  houfes. 

Cbarafier^'^The  inhabitants  are  in  general  very  atten- 
tive, very  induftrious,  fober,  difcreet,  and  humane.  They 
are  very  regular  in  their  attendance  on  public  worflnip,  and 
thefe  good  qualities  may  in  general  be  applied  to  the  whole 
of  the  pariib. 

Styk  qfZiviag,^^The  ftyle  of  living  is  much  changed  of 
late ;  but  the  inhabitants,  for  the  mod  part,  are  economi- 
cal, and  live  within  their  income.  Luxuries  of  life  are  now 
snore  frequent  than  formerly,  both  in  drels  and  entertain- 
ments ;  but,  on  the  whole,  there  is  lefs  of  diiBpation,  extra- 
vagance, and  drunkennels,  than  in  any  town  of  the  fame  fize 
and  opulence  with  which  I  am  acquainted* 
I  Vol.  XVI.  4K  Among 
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Amotig  Out  loWtt  clafles  dram  and  f<a  dtinking  is  too 
firequenty  and  the  too  general  fuKftitation  of  fpirici  in  phte 
of  malt  lig\ior  has  a  perriici6ii9  inflaenee  oo  their  health  and 
inorals. 

When  I  was  fettled  in  1763)  there  was  no  poft^dudie; 
there  are  at  prefent  two  in  the  town,  which  are  {affieicnt 
in  \i^inter,  bnt  in  fummer  thej  cannot  fiipply  the  demand 
for  cbaifes  from  the  inhabitants  and  company  who  refort 
hither.  Thirty  years  ago,  as  far  as  I  can  reo^eft,  there 
was  no  clothier's  fliop ;  die  inhtbitants  in  general  were  &• 
tisficd  with  cloth  mannfaAnred  at  home,  or  goods  retailed 
here  from  Giafgow,  or  commiffioning  cloth  from  Aber- 
deen. There  are  at  prefent  three  clothiets  (hops,  who 
have  all  kinds  of  cloth  from  the  different  mannfaduriDg 
towns  in  England,  befides  fnch  goods  as  are  made  at  Buf- 
|ey  and  Glafgow.  There  are  two  fliops  who  fell  only  goods 
from  thefe  two  manufadnring  towns ;  frequently  differeBf 
people  find  it  their  intereft  to  i>ring  goods  from  tbefe  pin* 
pes,  and  refide  in  this  town  till  they  are  fold. 

Hints  of  ImfTGViment. — ^In  a  word,  the  town  of  Peter* 
bead  is  in  a  very  thriving  ftate,  and  would  be  much  more 
improved  if  there  was  z  firm  and  Jleady  foUett  fome  noi* 
£inces  removed,  greater  exertions  made  to  improve  tke 
harbour,  foft  ipring-water  brought  into  the  town,  which 
might  be  found  at  no  great  diftance,  the  fireets  better  pa- 
ved, and  illuminated  with  lamps  in  winter ;  it  would  like- 
wife  contribute  much  to  the  ornament  of  the  town,  if  fome 
regular  plan  could  be  adopted  as  to  the  fize  of  the  houfeo 
in  the  new  ftreets  that  are  lately  opened. — ^Therc  is  no 
greater  defe^  than  the  want  of  a  proper  fchoohniftrefr  of 
education,  manners,  and  charafter,  to  teach  the  young  girb 
fuch  branches  of  education  as  are  only  to  be  found  in  lar- 
ger towns  at  a  very  high  tt^tct. 

1 


I  ihall  dniy  add,  that  if  more  liberal  ideas  were  enter* 
tained  of  the  education  of  children,  it  would  make  a  fa- 
vourable at^f ration  on  the  manners  and^fentiments  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  gradually  introduce  a  more  general  defire 
for  the  improvement  of  the  mind  and  the  heart. 

^l^raS  of  Imports^  Exports^  and  M<xnufa^urei  of  Pda^ 
bead  each  Tear, 

IMPMTS* 

Foreign  wood,  at  an  average  of  five  jears,  L*  ia5a  o  o 

Dkto,  from  Spej  and  coaftwaysi           -            -876  o  o 

Coals  and  cinders,           -                •                XO36  o  o 

Lime,                     -                        -                    506  o  o 

Flax,                   -                       -                   a774  o  o 
Yam  from  Huntly,  Keith,  lie*  30,000  %in- 

dies,                        -                    -  39CO  o ,  o 

Iron,                       -                         -  600  o  o 

Bales  from  Manchefter,  Leeds,  Glafgow,  Cifr.   6000  o  o 

Groceries  from  London,  Leitb,  (^r«  12,000  o  o 

Wines,                    -                    -  xioo  o  o 

Rum  and  foreign  fpirits,  -                 600  o  o 

Britifh  fpirits,                 -  •                 900  o  0 

Sundries  from  Dantzick,                 -  X500  o  o 

Clover  and  flax-feed  from  Holland,  •          300  o  6 

Tiles,  flates,  and  bricks,  •                600  o  o  - 

Total  4tt^rt3,  «  •         ^*  J39SH4     ^    ^ 
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Kelp»  50  tonsi  at  L.  5  per  ton,            •            L  350  o  9 

Barreb  of  cod,  500,  at  L.  x,  xo  s.  per  barreli  750  o  o 

Dried  cod,  25  tons,  at  L.  38  per  ton,         -  700  o*  o 

Barrels  of  herring,  400,  at  L«  i,  3  s.  per  barrel,  460  o  o 

*  Salted  falmon,  50  barrels,  at  L.  3,  5  s.  per  do.  162  o  o 

icoo  bolls  of  potatoes,  at  8  s.  per  boll,  400  o  o 
Kirb  and  carriage-way  fiones,  700  tons,  138* 

per  ton^              -                         -  455  o  o 

Exports  of  grain,             •                    -  7310  o  o 

Butter,  135  tons,  at  L.j 8  ^fr  ton,         -  7830  o  o 

Cheefe,  170  tons,  at  l^i%  per  ton,        -  3145  o  o 

Eggs,                       -                     -  400  o  o 

Threads  manafaflttred  here,             •              ao,oco  o  o 

Cotton-cloth  manufaAure,                •  3500  o  o 

WooUen-cloth  ditto,                 -                -  1800  o  o 

MeflTrs  Kilgour,  ditto,            •                -  600  o  o 
MeiTrs  Gordon,  Baron,  and  Companf,  for 

work  in  Peterhead,            -               -  715  o .  o 

Nail  manu&dore,                 -                -  400  o  o 

Tinplate  ditto,               -                        -  100  o  o 
Sal;  manufadorjy  ^4000    bofliels,    4  s.  per 

^     bufliel,                  -                        -  800  a  o 

Ship  and  boat-building,                    -  1200  o  o 
<  Oil,    whalebone,    feal-lkins,  He.  from    the 

whak-ihip,                 -                 -  iioo  o  • 
Hides  and  tallow,    exported  to  Leith  and 

Aberdeen,             -                    -  300  o  a 
Beef  exported  from  September  1794  to  Jann- 

«^y  »795»                -                       •  750  o  o 

fork  exported  from  ditto  to  ditto,            -  342  o  a 


Carxied  ferwardy        L.  5314^9    o    a 
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Brought  forward,        L.  53,469  *  o*  .*o 

Salflnon  and  cod  barrds,  and  falmon-kits,  (be* 
fides  fupplying  pthefe  articles  to  the  trade 

in  Peterhead),  which  are  exported,                349  o  o 

For  lobfters  exported  to  London,            -               50  q  o  * 

Shoes,  turnery  goods,   and  ropes  from   the 

ropery,  exported,             -                -              300  o  o 

Becf^  ale,  and  bread,  to  (Iranger  (hips,        -        500  o  o 

Increafe  on  the  thread-manufaAores  in  17959   aooo  o  ,0 

Total  exports,  -  -  L.  56,668     o     o 

Total  imports,  •  -  33f944    ^    ^ 

Total  imports  and  exports,  •  L.  90,6x2     o     o 

Balance  in  £ivour  of  the  town,        -         L.  22,724    o    o 
N.  B.  Fra&ions  in  the  above  abfiraft  are  omitted. 

From  the  above  abftrafi  it  appears,  that  the  trade  of  this 
town  is  above  L.  90,000.  If  I  had  flated  the  money  fup- 
pofed  to  bef  left  by  the  company  who  attend  the  mineral 
well,  and  the  amount  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  merchants 
refiding  in  the  town,  but  which  cannot  properly  be  <faid  to 
belong  to  this  port,  by  which  I  do  not  mean  any  illicit 
trade,  I  have  no  doubt  the  trade  of  the  town  of  Peterhead 
would  be  found  to  exceed  L.  ioo,coo  Sterling  each  year. 

P.  S.  Upon  revifing  this  abftrad  feveral  weeks  after  it 
was  finilhed,  I  am  feDlible  fome  dedudions  will  be  made^ 
as  the  Meflrs  Kilgours  do  not  refide  in  this  town,  and  part 
of  the  vidual,  butter,  and  cheefe  are  exported  by  mer« 
chants,  who  have  their  reGdencc  elfewhere;  but  having 
likewifc  difcovcred,  that  no  mention  is  made  of  cart- 
wheels, 
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wliee]%  leathefi  and  djre-ftufi  imported  here,  nor  an j  va- 
loe  fet  upon  the  carts,  cart-whecky  ploughs,  labonriog 
tttenfils,  and  boiifehoM-fiDmuare»  fent  to  the  country,  urtiich 
is  Tery  coofiderable,  and  diat  no  llatemcnt  is  made  of  the 
freights  drawn  for  (hips  emplOTcd  in  trade  not  conocdrd 
with  this  port,  I  am  rttj  qpnfideat  I  have  no  rcafon  to 
make  die  amount  of  the  trade  kfs  than  I  have  rqirefented 
it  \  and  if  I  were  to  make  any  alterations,  it  wonld  be 
only  to  (how,  diat  die  trade  probablj  b  coniideraUy  above 
!#•  looyooo. 
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PARISH  OF    LONMAT, 


(CovNTr  AKD  Stnod  OP  Aberdeev,  ahd  (Presbtteet 
>    OF  Deer). 


From  MatiTuiM  coibBid  by  Mr  John  Luhdie^ 
Mim/iir  rf  Lmmay* 


Namet  SUuatioHf  and  ExinU. 

npHIS  parilh  at  different  times  has  been  named  St  Colm, 
^     from  the  name  of  the  faint  to  whom  the  old  chordi 
was  dedicated^  and  Longmay,  Longmeji  and  Lonmay,  from 
the  name  of  the  eftate  on  which  the  chuxcfa  now  ftands. 

It  is  fitaated  in  the  prelbyterjof  Deer,  and  in  the  Synod 
and  county  of  Aberdeen.  Its  length  is  xo  En^ifli  miles; 
its  greateft  breadth  Icarcely  foor  miles.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  S.  £.  by  Crimond ;  on  the  S.  by  Longfide  and  Old 
Deer ;  on  the  S.  W.  by  Brechin  ;  on  the  W.  and  N.  E.  hj 
Rathen  j  and  on  the  £•  by  the  German  Ocean. 

Soil 
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Soil  and  Climate.^^Tht  foil  of  die  parifli  b  Tuioiis.  Tbe 
air,  cfpeciallj  on  the  coafi,  is  nuher  moift,  but  not  m- 
healthy. 

Mineral  Sftim^s^'^Therc  are  man j  mberal  fprings  is 
the  pari(hy  hot  they  have  never  been  analyzed ;  and  from 
the  celebritj  of  the  mineral  well  of  Peterheadi  at  xa  miles 
diflance,  they  are  little  ufed. 

Zoi^.— There  is  only  one  lake,  lyin^  00  the  boondaty 
betwixt  the  pariflies  of  Lonmay  and  Crimond.    It  is  now 
called  the  loci  of  Strathbeg.    It  was  formerly  a  {mall  rivu- 
let, called  indifferently  the  bom  of  Strathbeg,  and  water  of 
Rattray.    Buchanan  calls  it  Raira  wnmis.    By  a  fiorm  the 
month  of  it  was  ihut  np,  and  fnoceffive  banks  of  And  have 
been  thrown  up  by  the  kk^  and  the  rivulet  has,  in  the 
conrfe  of  a  little  more  than  a  century,  become  a  lake   of 
550  Scotch,  or  700  Engliih  acres.    For  feveral  years  pafi 
it  has  not  increafed  in  magnitude ;  the  evaporation  from 
the  furface  being  equal  to  the  quantity  of  water  emptied 
into  the  lake.    We^e   a  perfon  to  meafure  with  tole- 
rable accuracy  the   quantity  of  water  which  runs  into 
this  lake,  it  would  poifibly  afford  data  for  proving,  that 
the  evaporation  from   tbe   Cafpian   Sea  is    fuificient   to 
counterbalance  all  the  water  poured  in  from  the  rivers 
which  empty  themfelves  into  it.    An  attempt  has  been 
bitely  made  to  drain  the  lake  of  Strathbeg;    but  the 
perfon  who  made  the  attempt  friled  in  his  circumflances, 
which  has  fufpended  the  work.    It  is  faid,  however,  that 
he  13  foon  to  refume  it.    His  reward  is  a  long  leafe  of  the 
grounds  covered  by  the  lake-     The  fiihes  contained  in  this 
lake  are,  red  and  white  trout,  eels,  flou\idcrs,  and  large  frefh 
water  mufcles,  commonly  called  pearl  mufdes.    No  pearls^ 
I  however. 
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bi>w^er,  banre  b«eii  fcmikl  in  tfie  ititifcl<^  iskea  mt  of  tbis 
lAke. 

The  foil  in  the  bottom  of  this  lake  is  not  deep,  bat  it 
&eiiiiDgly  of  a  ibstfljr  natof e,  owing,  perhaps,  to  mafde*' 
flidlB  decayed. 

Rivirt^  C^tf.-— *No  navigable  rivets  run  throngh  the  pa- 
rilh,  but  a  confiderable  fireaniy  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
Ugie,  runs  by  the  north  and  fouth-eaft  boundaries.  A  ca- 
nal could  be  darried  along  both  branches  of  the  Ugie  at  no 
great  ezpence,  and  with  the  xnoft  beneficial  confequence^ 
to  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  Buchan. 

This  pariih  has  above  four  miles  of  coaft,  and  the  ihore 
is  flat  and  fandy.  The  fpecies  of  fiih  caught  on  this  coaft 
are  tnrbot,  holibut,  phioe,  Ikate,  ling,  cod,  fimd-eel,  had- 
dock, whidng,  cole-fifli,'  flounders,  foles,  and  mackaral. 
Sometimes,  but  rarely,  fea-bream,  wrafle,  and  dorce.  Her- 
ring alfo  are  found,  but  there  9x't  no  herring-nets.  One 
trial  was  made  of  filhing  for  falmon,  and  was  tolerably 
fuccefsful. 

Sea- wreck  of  feveral  kinds  is  found  on  the  coaft  \  and 
kelp  is  made,  but  in  fmall  quantities. 

There  are  two  fi(hiDg-towns  belonging  to  Mr  Gordon  of 
Buthlaw.  One  of  thefe  was  lately  built,  and  coiififls  of  20 
tiled  houfes,  placed  in  two  parallel  rows,  with  a  flreet  in 
the  middle. 

Mofftt.  —There  are  iev<!ral  exteniiv^  roofles  in  this  pa- 
riih. A  large  one  belongs  to  Mr  Milne  of  Crimondmo^i  1 
I  gate,  another  to  Mr  Gumming  of  Kinithmont.  The 
other  heritors,  Mr  DufFof  Logic,  fon  of  the  late  Admiral 
DoiF,  Mr  Biflit  of  Rathon,  and  Mr  Frafer  of  Park,  have 
alfo  mofles,  which  abound  in  the  whole  diftriJt  of  Buchan. 
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Mmirals^^^o  mtrbk,  freeOoiiet  or  flate,  ad  not  maA 
moorflooe,  art  found  in  this  parifli.  But  a  blue  ftone  has 
been  quarried  on  the  eftatc  of  Caifaefe,  belMiging  to  Mr 
Gordon  of  BotUaw.  This,  contrary  to  the  natore  of  die 
bloe  ftone  commonlj  found  in  Aberdeenfliire,  cots  as  weD 
as  granite,  and  makes  beautifnl  afliler  work.  Of  this  ftone, 
Mr  Gordon  has  lately  built  an  elegant  modem  hoa£e,  on  a 
plan  given  by  Mr  Playfair* 

No  coal  mines  are  found  in  tiiis  parifli;  hot  limeftone  is 
found  in  great  quantities  on  the  eflate  of  CraigeOie,  about 
%  Englifli  miles  from  the  church,  and  is  much  n&d  £nr  ma»> 
nure. 

i^A/rsr^ir.— The  quadrupeds  found  in  this  parifli,  be- 
fides  horfes,  flieep,  hogs,  black  cattle,  dogs,  and  cats,  are 
moles  in  great  numbers,  fozes  feen  fometimes,  otters  in  the 
lake  of  Strathbeg,  obferved  but  feldom,  polecats,  weafels, 
common  and  Ihrew-mice,  hares,  rats,  and  water-rats. 

Jff r^i.— -The  birds  and  wild  fowb  are  of  various  kinds  % 
jack-daws,  magpies,  the  cuckoo,  fwans,  and  wild-geefe,  (in 
Strathbeg  after  harveft,  and  till  the  fpriog),  barnacles  fliot 
on  the  coiift,  duck  in  Strathbeg  at  all  feafons,  teals  on  the 
coaft,  folapd-geefe  paf&ng  in  fight  of  land,  common  guU^ 
and  great  black  and  white  gull,  tarrock,  heron,  curlieu» 
woodcock,  fnipe,  jack-fnipe,  lapwing,  (not  fo  numerous  as 
formerly),  fand-pipers,  green  plover,  coots,  land  rail,  grous 
in  the  mofl'es,  partridges,  quails,  fky-lark,  ftarlings,  field- 
fare, generally  appearing  before  iiiow,  thrufli,  blackbird^ 
chatterers,  crofTbill,  feen  but  rarely,  greenfinches,  gold* 
finches,  chaffinches,  yellow  hammers,  red  fparrows,  hedge 
fparrows,  redbreafts,  water«wagtails,  fwifits,  fwallows,  and 
white- ears. 

Population^ 
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Pofittldiion.'^Tht  retun  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755  ^^ 
X674  fools.  The  number  of  inhabitants  of  all  ages  at  pre* 
fent  is  about  xtfjtt.  Of  which,  311  are  Scotch  Epifcopab^ 
and  17  are  Seceders.  If  we  maj  judge  from  the  fituation 
of  the  church  of  St  Colm,  (of  which  part  of  the  weft  glebe 
ftill  remains,  and  which  ftood  on  the  north-eaft  part  of  the 
pariib,  10  miles  from  the  fouth  by  weft  extremity),  popu- 
lation has  formerly  been  very  thin  in  this  parilh,  except  on 
the  fea-coaft. 

jfgrieulture.'^The  agriculture  of  this  diftrift,  though 
certainly  improved  of  late  years  by  the  introduAion  x>£ 
lime  and  green  crops,  has  not  advanced  fo  much  as  might 
have  been  expeded.  One  great  error  of  the  Buchan  far- 
mers, which  is  apt  to  ftrike  even  a  firanger  riding  through  * 
the  coimtry,  is  the  ploughing  too  feldom«  In  deep  clay 
foilsi  where,  in  the  county  of  Angus,  three  ploughings  are 
always  ufed,  beans  are  frequently  fown  broadcaft  after  one 
ploughing,  and  bear  after  beans  in  the  fame  manner.  Yet 
a  very  good  crop  of  drilled  beans  is  to  be  feen  this  year 
(1795)  upon  a  farm  in  the  perfonal  pofleflion  of  one  of  the 
heritors.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  a  rotation  of  crops 
is  not  yet  eftabliihed  in  thb  diftrifk.  While  the  heritor 
only  ploughs  where  he  cannot  get  grais  to  grow  any  longer, 
the  tenant  fometimes  ploughs  as*  long  as  com  of  any  kind 
will  grow.  A  regular  rotation  of  crops,  adapted  to  the  dif- 
ferent foils,  is  too  little  attended  to  in  this  diftrifi ;  and  now 
that  lime  is  very  generally  ufed,  the  lands  may  fufier  from 
injudicious  cropping. 

Rent  of  the  Pitr^.-— The  rent  of  this  parifli  is  about 
3000  guineas ;  and  may  be  fuppofed  to  increafe  with  the 
improvements  in  agriculture. 

Ecclejiajiieal 
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Ecctf/bifiuaJ  SUfe^^^Jhe  mioifitr^  fiipeod  is  9  Aa3dtt% 
of  viftiudf  and  600  meiipi  Scots,  or  L.  33 : 6 :  8  Stoliog  in 
moat  J.  Mr  Gordon  ff  But))lMW  is  pttnya.  Tlie  divch 
was  built  in  9787.  The  old  cborch  had  flood  fiooe  16089 
at  which  period  the  paf^-cbpfcl^  <w8i  icfpov^  ^opi  ^ 

<;;oin^  to  jA^fmi%j. 
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NUMBER    XXX. 
PARISH  OF   PREMNAT, 


(COUKTT  AWO  StKOB   07  AbB&BEBK,  PeESSTTEET  OF 

Ga&ioch.) 


By  a  Friend  to  Siati/lieal  bjmrieti 


Origim  tftbi  Name,  Vc. 

PREMNAT  is  &tiated  in  the  countjand  Synod  c£ 
Aberdeen,  and  in  the  diftrift  and  preflijtery  of  Ga- 
rioch.  Its  name  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic.  It  is  bound- 
fed  on  the  S.  bj  the  mountain  of  Bennochie,  which  feparates 
it  from  the  parifli  of  Keig ;  on  the  W.  by  the  pariJh  of 
Leflie ;  on  the  N.  by  Kinnethmont  and  Infch  $  and  on  the 
£.  by  the  pariih  of  Oyne. 

Exteut.f'rVrfitxmzyf  ezdnfire  of  the  uncultivated  and  un- 
inhabited part  of  it  on  Bennochie»  is  a  long  firipe  of  Iand» 
lying  along  the  water  of  Gady,  (which  runs  through  it), 
and  is  about  four  miles  long  by  one  and  an  half  miles  broad. 
Jt  contains  nearly  3000  acres,  (ezclufive  of  the  mowttain  of 
ftBnochit)f  about  aooo  of  which  |ias  been  made  arable,  and 
9  nearly 
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r!j  xooo  of  it  limed,  inddcd,  and  phnted  with  liedge- 
tovn  oo  one  eftate. 

SoiLr^The  Toil  is  ▼arioiis.  On  the  banks  of  the  Gad j, 
in  genend,  it  is  vcrj  rich  j  on  the  fide  of  the  mountain  of 
Bennocbie  it  is  much  poorer.  In  leveral  pbces  a  ftrong 
clay  i  and  on  fome  fniall  knolls  or  hills  on  the  north  fide  of 
Gadj,  a  fandy  loami  which  in  fome  places  is  ihallowy  and 
eafilj  hurt  in  dry  ieafbos,  but  is  in  general  both  early  and 
fertile. 

MountatM.-^Tht  mountain  of  Bennochie  is  one  ci  the 
largcft  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  It  is  nearly  looo  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  about  750  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  water  of  Gady»  oppofite  to  the  church  of  Pxem- 
nay,^  and_its  bafe  may  coyer  an  area  of  ftbout  4000  acres, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  is  unarable.  The  name  Ben- 
nochie is  laid  to  fignify,  HiS  with  tie  paps^  from  its  having 
feveral  tops.  It  b  a  royal  foreft»  though  no  uees  are  now 
ndfcdi  excepting  a  few  on  the  ikirts  of  the  mountain.  It 
appears  from  the  Laurm  L^ana^  that  it  was  formerly 
fortified ;  and  the  remains  of  a  ftone  wall  are  fiiU  ftandiag 
near  its  higheft  top.  It  fupplies  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  pariflies  with  peats  for  fuel ;  but  in  rainy  fea.- 
fpns  it  is  very  difficult  of  accels.  It  contains  ftones  of  vexy 
fine  granite,  which  are  n>uch  eileemedt  and  carried  feveral 
miles. 

Rher. — The  fmall  rivulet  Gady,  produces  very  good 
trout,  but  no  falmon.  It  is  ufeful  in  turning  diferent  com- 
mUls  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  p ariihes. 

Manifri. — The  only  manure,  except  the  dung  railed  on 
^e  farms,  is  lime  brought  from  Aberdeen,  a  diflance  of 

24 


.    ofPremnay:  639 

34  miles.   Bat  if  the  projefted  canal  were  carried  to  Infch,  • 
it  would  be  ealily  within  the  reach  of  the  fiurmers  of  this 
pariih. 

^r/rifft«re.— About  24  years  ago  the  greateft  part  of 
this  parilh  was  oninclofed  and  unimproved.  But  at  that 
period,  Mr  Gordon,  late  proprietor  of  the  principal  eftate, 
began  to  improve  his  lands  on  a  great'  feale.  Carta 
from  Aberdeen,  loaded  with  lime,  were  hired  to  Invemr  j, 
a  diftance  of  14  miles^  and  Mr  Gordon's  own  borfes  and 
oxen  went  to  Inverurj,  and  brought,  the  lime  from  that 
town  to  Premnaj.  The  fields  were  inclofed  and  planted 
with  hedge-rows,  and  in  general  were  thoroughly  limed. 
I^oper  farm-houfes,  and  other  neceifary  buildings  were 
ereded ;  and  the  lands,  after  being  feveral  years  in  the  pro- 
prietor's own  hands,  were  let  to  different  farmers.  The 
eflate  has  fince  been  fold  at  60  years  purchafe  of  the  old 
rent,  before  the  improvements  commenced.  Yet  the  ex* 
pence  of  improving  the  lands  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  a  lea- 
port,  has  hurt  the  fortune  of  the  intelligent  and  public  fpi- 
ritcd  gentleman  who  improved  them.  It  may  here  be  re- 
marked, that  it  is  more  prudent  for  a  landed  gentleman  to 
improve  one  farm,  and  then  let  if,  and  afterwards  to  im- 
prove the  other  farms  in  fucceffion,  than  to  attempt  im- 
proving the  whole  at  once.  Labourers  cannot  eafily  be 
haJ  ;  the  price  of  labour  is  fuddenly  raited  *,  the  difficulty 
of  hoeing  large  quantities  of  turnips,  of  cutting  down 
and  {lacking  large  quantities  of  hay,  and  of  harvefting 
large  quantities  of  grain  in  rainy,  or  in  late  feafons,  be- 
comes very  great,  cfpecially  where  many  of  the  labourers 
mult  travel  t^o  or  three  miles  to  ^^n^  from  their  work  \ 
and  a  gentleman  improves  at  a  greater  expence  than  what 
is  incurred  by  a  common  farmer,  who  is  his  own  ovt^C'er. 

Befides, 
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Befides,  as  the  market  price  of  eveiy  comtnodBtjr  m  ttg^ 
kied  bj  the  proporticm  between  tfaofe  who  buy  and  Aofe 
who  fell,  when  his  improvements  are  finiflied,  a  gende- 
man,  who  has  bis  whole  efiate  in  tbe  market  at  ascir,  cannot 
expeA  the  fame  rent  for  it,  as  if  he  kt  every  other  year  a 
aewlj  improved  fimn  to  a  praAical  &niier.  Perhaps  die 
mod  advantageous  waj  in  which  an  efiate  can  be  impro- 
ved, is  to  give  the  fiumet  encootagcment,  and  even  affifl^ 
ance  to  improve  it  For  example,  if  the  neceffitfjrqiiaa* 
dtj  oilimt  cannot  be  aflbrded  hf  the  fiunner,  the  proprie* 
aor  maj  give  as  much  lime  as  is  wanfied,  and  aik  for  his 
pajment  a  gradual  inereafie  of  rent.  The  writer  of  this, 
arude  knew  a  gentleman  who  railed  his  rents  from  15  s.  to 
L«  2  an  acre  in  this  manner.  He  gave  his  £»mera  59  bolb 
df  lime  to  each  acre*  This  coft  him  at  that  time  about 
L.  5,  5  s.  In  three  jears  the  addidonal  rife  of  rent  indem^ 
nified  him ;  and  jet  his  fiumers  paid  their  rents  regularly; 
and  one  of  them  received  l^  xi  firom  his  landtord,  or  the 
rent  of  5i  acres,  for  two  acres  of  fown  grab.  The  only 
difficulty  here  is  to  find  tenants  in  whom  one  can  coo- 
fide. 

Population.^-^The  population  of  this  parifli  has  floAnatcd 
very  much.  In  Dr  Webfter's  account  it  was  448.  Abooi 
14  years  ago  it  was  as  low  as  a6o,  after  the  old  finrmers 
were  removed.  Three  years  ago  it  was  471  examinaUe 
perfons,  or  about  550  of  all  ages  \  and  at  prefent  it  is  cnlf 
about  450. 

ManufiiSurts^'^STMSi  quantities*  of  lint  are  raifed  for 
private  &milies ;  but  the  knicdng  of  ftockinfs  is  the  only 
manufa£hire  of  any  confequencc* 

ProfrieHfTSf 
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ProfrieiorSf  6*^.^— Of  tbefe  there  are  four,  bat  none  of 
them  at  prefent  refide  in  the  parilh.  The  rent  of  the  pa« 
riih  amoants  nearlj  to  L.  looo. 

EccUjUiJlical  State — ^Mr  James  Douglas  is  the  prefent 
minifter.  His  ftipend,  by  a  late  decreet,  is  worth  L.  100 
Sterling.  Colonel  Hay  of  Rannes  is  patron.  The  church 
was  lately  rebuilt,  and  the  manfe  repaired  and  enlarged, 

CbardBer  of  the  People^  aad  Mifcellaneous  Ohfcrvatiotu. 
'—They  are  in  general  fober,  honeft,  and  induftrioos. 
Where  an  eftate  is  newly  peopled,  the  farmers  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  fo  much  attached  to  the  foil,  or  to  the  pro* 
prietor,  as  where  they  have  refided  on  the  lands  from  their 
infancy.  And  it  fometimes  happens,  that  a  ftranger  will 
take  an  improved  farm,  with  a  deiign  to  fcourge  it*  This 
cannot  be  juftified  by  the  laws  of  morality.  On  the  other, 
hand,  an  indulgent  landlord  is  refpefied  by  his  old  tenants ; 
and  whenever  the  rents  of  an  eftate  are  raifed  beyond  a 
certain  fum,  the  proprietor  feldom  gains  fo  much  in  point 
of  recti  interejl^  as  he  lo£es  in  point  of  refpe£bbility  of  cha- 
raAer.  In  the  diftrid  of  Garioch,  nominal  rents  have  pro- 
duced bad  payments  and  difpirited  farmers.  A  little  far- 
ther advancement  in  the  knowlege  of  farming,  and  a  little 
more  indulgence  from  the  proprietor,  wiO,  it  is  hoped,  foon 
produce  in  a  country  natUrally  fertile,  rents  that  are  regu* 
larly  paid,  and  farmers  who  are  enterprifing  and  inde- 
pendent. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  Statistical  Account  of 
the  Farifh  of  Inverksk. 


BY  defire  of  the  patron  of  the  parifh,  a  meetbg  of 
heritofs  was  held  pi  November  17941  to  confolt 
about  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  chnrchy  when  an  enquiry 
was  direded  to  be  made  refpeOing  the  number  of  perfoos't 
who  coi^ld  be  accommodated  with  ieats  in  the  pre&nt 
t:hurch,  aqd  the  number  who  might  be  ezpeded  to  require 
feats,  if  there  was  a  church  built  of  fufficLent  dimenfioos. 
The  refult  was  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  fouls  in  the  parifh,  -              539} 

Burgher  Seceders,        -                 -'  559         ' 

Church  of  Reliefers,                 -  t          516 

jSpifcopals,             -                 -  -            74 

Anabaptiflsy                -  -               17 

Papifts,                 ...  3 

Tot^  number  of  feflaries,  -  1169 

There  remains  of  the  Eftabliihed  Ghurch|  -         4123 

To  be  deduced  for  children  imder  age»  600 

Ditto  for  aged  perfons,  fervants,  ^tf.  600 

I2C0 

There  remains  of  perfons  to  go  to  churchy  -         3023 

From  which  fubtrad  the  number  the  church  holds,      X136 

There  remain  unprovided  for,        -  •»  1887 

2  The 


The  heritors  having  met  after  this  enquiry  was  made 
lUid  reported  to  them,  Refolded,  after  having  confidered  itp 
•That  as  neither  the  walls  nor  roof  of  the  prefent  church  ar^ 
X'uinoiis  or  infufficient,  that  there  appears  no  necei&tj  fo|r 
palling  the  church  dowQ  at  this  time,  land  rebuilding  it. 
•This  refolution  was  made,  though  it  was  underfiood  that 
the  town  of  Mullelburgh  was  willing  to  be  at  two-thirdf 
of  the  expence  in  rebuildii^g  the  church. 

N.  B.  It  is  proper  to  obferycy  in  jullice  to  this  populous 
pariihy  that  however  wavering  manj  of  them  may  have 
))eett  in  tl^eir  political  options  during  the  years  1792  an4 
X793f  it  is  certain,  that  no  more  than  30  joined  thpfe  dan- 
gerous focietiesy  who  ftyled  tbemfelve^  Friends  of  the 
People. 

It  is  neceflary  to  add,  that  there  b  a  miftake  in  tl^^ 
Statiftical  Account,  which  fiates  the  revenue  of  the  town 
of  Mullelburgh  at  L.  15009  as  it  does  not  amount  now  to 
inore  than  L.  1200,  having  been  reduced  by  the  fall  pf  th<^ 
fent  of  their  mills. 
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